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T he churches of Galatia, which, Was a province ol 
the Lesser Asia, were first converted to the Chris- 
tian faith by the apostle Paul, about the latter end of the 
year .^0, when passing tlirougb the region of Galatia, 
was received with great affectiouj and made theinstru* 
inent of planting several churches there } which, when 
lie visited those parts again, in his n^t progress in the 
year .^4, he had an opportunity of confirming in the 
doctrine that lie before had taught them. (Gnimpar^ 
Acts xvi. 0} xviii. 23j and Gal. iv. 13 — 15.) ' 

From the conten^pf this epistl^ it ^pears, that aRer 
he had preached the '^spel to ^'the GalatHi||k. sOme 
judaizing zealdts had endeavoured to degrad^Ri^ ch^ 
racter of St. Paul among theth, as one not immediate!^ 
commissioned by Christ#*^«w . the othei; apostles were, 
and to subvert his doctrit^in the grand article of jus? 
tification, by insisting on the observation of the Jewish 
ceremonies, and so attempting to incorporate the law’ 
w'ith Christianity. And as St. Paul expresses he^ to 
the Galatians his concern and wondeT that they were 
so soon perverted from the doctr^e he had preached, 
(chap, i fi.) he therefore must have wriUen this epistle 
not long after he had been amoD^ti|eni; and as no hint 
is given throng^ the whole of it, that he had heeii witH 


2 tnkodtu^wn 

* 

theih more than onc^ it isi^st reasonable to concl ude^ 
thatriC wa*- written before bis second journey to Gala- 
tia» and consequently not later than the year of our 
luord 53, which was the 13th of the emperor Claudian 
(See Vol. III. sect. 41. note'.) 

And though by the subscription, which is commonly 
placed at the end of it, this epistle is said to be w ritten 
from Rome, yet if the latest date uhieh some have 
given it should be allowed, uhieh fixes it to the year 
58, this could not be the place from whence it was writ- 
ten, as St. Paul then had never been at Rome, and none 
suppose him to have come there till after the year 60; 
which manifestly shews that the subscription ought to 
be rejected as a spurious addition, though it has been 
the means of leading many into a palpable mistake. 
(See Vol. III. sect, 44, note*.) But dating it as above, 
in the year 53, it appears to be written from Corinth, 
where the apostle had sufficient time to write it (as he 
did) with his own hand, as he continued in that city 
near two years. Compare Acts xviii. 3, 11. 

The principal design of the apostle Paul in this epis- 
tle, was to assert and vindicate his apostolical aiiilio- 
" rity and doctrine, and to establish and confirm tiic 
** churches of Galatia in the faith of Clirist, e»p(‘ciiill^ 

with respect to the important point of justificutioii , 
** to expose the errors that were introduced among 
“ them ; and to revive those principles of Christianify 
** that h||^ad taught'ithem when he first preached the 
« gospo^ them.” And to this purpose. 

First, He begins with an address adapted to his 
main design, in which he asserts his ow'ii apostlosiup, 
and hints at the provision nmde for our justification b} 
'Clhrist, expressing at the same time his most alfection- 
ate regaivoor the Galatian churches;, (chap. i. 1 — 5 .' 
And then. 

Secondly, He enters upon what be piinclpally had 
in view,;; — ^to vindicatethe authority of his doctrine and 
mission, — ^fo prove that justification only can be had by 
faith in Christ, witbeut the works of the law', — and to c.\ 
ppstulate with the Galatians on their weakness and folly. 
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ip. hearkening to false teaiillers, and bein^, persuade# 
by them to become stibject t&tilk law.. Where, ’ * 

I. In vindication of the authority of his doctrine an4;. 
mission,"-~after dei laring his astonishment that theOa*’ 
latians had so soon been led aside, under the infiuenc<^ 
of seducing teacdters, from the simplicity of that gosmi^: 
ho had preached among them with the greatestr faUhi^ 
fulness (ver. 6 — 10.) he shews them, 

1. That he received his mission and his^ddctriaeii; 
not from men, but by immediate revelation from CbptsI 
himself, who, when he was a persecuting zea;iot for 
law, had called him by his grace to preach the gospel |- 
in which he had immediately engaged without consult^ 
ing any man, or making any ajipl^^tion to the other 
apostles for instruation in his worlc,^1i|r for authority to 
perform it, (ver. 11, to the end.) ' ^ 

!iJ..TIiat in this interview with the apostles at Jeru* 
Salem, fourteen years after his conversion, he had main-, 
tained the liberty of Christians from the yoke of the laWjl 
and having communicated tO'tHe chief of them, an ac- 
count of his ministry j'-.tbey W'ere so far from disapprov- 
ing either his doctrine or his practice, that they ac- 
knowledged tlie authority of hi$ mission ; and cordially, 
embracing him as a brother apostle, encouraged him to 
prosecute the work was engaged in, And to continue 
preaching to the GeAliles; (chap;ih 1— 10.) To vvhich- 
he adds, 

3 . That however some bad fC^Csented bioj^s infe- 
rior to the other apostles, and aaa favourer oftbeeen^-" 
monial law, he had given sufficient proof of the contra- 
ry j in that when Peter ct||ae 4o Antioch, the charaetetil> 
of that apostle did not pfereftt his openly reproving 
him, for withdrawing from. the conversation of 
Gentile converts for fear of displeasing the Jews, and-, 
undermining by this means the liberty of the Chtistiati 
cliurph from Jewish impoaitiOnsi expostulating with 
him, how very inconsistent andiubuurd it was, that wheii 
they who we?re Jews had thAti^ht it necessary, from a 
full conviction of thd insufficiency of the law to ju^ify , 
them, to erabiAee the gospeb and to believe in 
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for Instification, they shall eii<Ji-avo;ir after this to li iitp; 
thcr'Gcuiilr s into subjection to the law, as \t ‘.Ik' n • 
satiou iutrodueod by Christ would leave them iimlcrsiu 
without it. He was detc.Tinint'd for his own pan, iJiat 
iio -iueh ineonsist<‘ney should be lound either in Ins doc- 
trine or his practice; and, liavinfj renounced all e\|)cc- 
tatious from the law, his whole dependence was upon 
Christ alone tor rii?hteousness and life, (ver. II, to the 
end.) Having’ thus ('ntrrrd i>n 1 he main point he liad 
in view, tin* apostle proct'eds, 

H. 1 o prove, that justification only < an be bad by 
faith in Christ without the works of the law And tlii-. 
he introduces, with reproving the Galatians lor llien- 
inslahility with regard to this important doctrine; 
whieh having been established by the death of Chii^f. 
and coniinned by the niirai’iiloits gifts of the S.>iiit, 
iiotliing could be more senseless than to liirti from ii 
to the carnal ordinances of the hnv, and so to !<>m ihc 
benefit ol all their sulTeriug.s for the gospel, iinniindl*i( 
of the attestations that >vere giv*?n to tlie irulh ef it , 
(chap. lii. 1 — And then, in confirmaiion (»f Ih 
doctrine he had reproved them for rijecting, he otki'. 
several arguments, ami shews, 

I. Jliatas it was by faith Abraham was iiisfilli tL 
so it is by faitU that we become his ehddien, and :ir<. 
partaker,-, of the bles.sing with him: (ver. (i— P.; 

y. 1 hat the law pronounces a cvii’m’ o:i every om 
who ii m,any instance guilty of tran.sgressing it ; and 
thoieiore, tliat it is not hr tlie law we can be jii-iitii il, 
but by faith ; (ver 10 — 1.3.) 

J. 1 hat Christ hath set us free from the eondt mn- 
Ci'ig sentem e of the law; and as it i.s hv him that \\c 
^ scape the- curse, mi vvc obtain the blessing only through 
faith in him ; (ver. Id, l-'i..) 

i. 1 hat tlie stability of the covenant of promise 
tt» An."ham and his seed is such, that it eould not 
be vacated by the law, which was given long after the 
pronu.-e was made, iindrT the mediation of Mo-.e,-;, and 
between diilerent parties ; and therefore, that if is not 
by the observance of the law, but only by liuth in 
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< iio»|»i«>tnise, the beiietU of justilicalion' anJ a tjlle to 
olfiiial lifv- can be obtained; (ver. 1.5 — 18.) 

.) 'I'liat the desiifn of (>od in givin/^; the law was. 
Met to justify, hut to convince of sin, as well as to re- 
'.luiln iiom the coiiunissiou of it > and being int<'nded 
only for a temporary institution, instead of vacating 
the promise, it was designed to 1)0 subservient to it, 
bv siu vving the hoee-^sily of a better righteousness 
than that of tlie Ian, and so to lea«l the weaktMied soul 
t») C hrist, that, Iteing justified by faith in him, we might 
<>btain the beuetit of the promise; (ver. If) — 'J4,) And 
tlieiY'fore, 

(>. 'That such is the? advantage of lije gC)Spel-dispeii- 
^ation, that Christians an- no longer nmier the disci-, 
plim; of the law; but being united ui^to ('lirist by faitli, 
and so heciome the sons of <»od, both Ji'us and (b’ti- 
tiles are all one in him; aiul tlic distinctions whicli tlu' 
iau laid made being done away, all true heliev* i.s arc; 
rlie si'i'tl of Ahralunn, and hens of the hh'ssing with 
riiiii, by viituo of the |)romisc\ and not by any filli; 
uhiili tlie law could give; (ver. fi.5, to the ctu^.)— -ll.ifc 
as the heir to an estate is in subjection, like a sen ant. 
niiilt I tin govermnent of guardians, during his minori- 
ty. so u i ri- ! he Jews, before the gospel wa.s rcn-aled, 
liKt- elnidien tinder age, kept in suhjc;ction to the law ; 
i.i!| at tin: time ap|)ointed for their enterin'-; oa po-- 
of the promised inheritance, as .son:, that ueio 
-.'omi- t..» maturity, Chri.st-was sent forth to answa r all 
that the law dt'nianded, ami to redeem Ins pc'oplc tr(>in 
tiicM’ homlagc tt) it; that being received by laith in him 
aiiolhe number of the sons of Cxod, both .lews and 

< o utiles might be brought into a glorious hhortv, and, 
b«-iti'C enahh d by the S[)irit to approac h to Coi as 
■In ir I'ather, they might enjoy the privilege and free- 
viom of luMis ol God through Christ, and he no mo'-e a.s 
s‘ rvant.s under suhjeciion to the law; (chajK i> i — 7.) 
.\iid hence the apostle take.s occa.sion, 

111 'i’o exjioslulaU; with the Galatians on their weak- 
m -.s and folly in being- so delmletl by iah-e teaeher.s, as’ 
to gilt nji tholilu'ity of the gospel, and !>c pi'r.siiadtil to 
h'< (inn Mtbj«,'et to the; law. Aiul, to eonvince them 
nnr; ;t cMah'e and ali'^nnl tln ir eoin'- ’.et \va-, 
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1. He observes, that they were formerly, as Gen- 
tiles,* in bondage to the superstitions of the heathen 
worship, and now, that they were brought into a state 
of liberty, it was a strange infatuation they should be 
willing to submit again to another servitude, and to 
come under bondage to the unprofitable rites and cv- 
vemonies of the law; which gave him ground to fear 
his labour would be found in a great measure to have 
been lost upon them; (ver. 8 — II.) 

2. He reminds them of the great affection and re- 
gard they had expressed for him and his ministry when 
he first preached the gospel to them; and argues wiili 
them, what occasion he liad given for the alteration of 
their disposition towards him, or how they could ac- 
count for it, unlesf he W'as become their enemy by tell- 
ing them the truth; (ver 12 — IC.) 

3. He cautions them against the base design of 
their false teachers, who would alienate their hearts 
from him, to engross them to themselves ; and intimates 
how fit it was they should retain the same regard to him 
and to, the truth, now he was absent, as they had 
shewn when he was present; assuring them that he had 
still the same affectionate concern for them, and would 
be glad of coming to them, and finding matters better 
with them than he feared ; (ver. 17 — 20.) 

4. He illustrates the advantage of believers under 
the gospel, as to theit;'pi'i[|ilege add freedom, above that 
of tho.ie under the lajv, % an allegory taken from the 
two sons of Abraham by Hagar and Sarah, as typical of 
the difference between the two dispensations of the law 

, and gospel ; of Which the former was a state of bondage, 
^and all that seek for justificatiou by it are excluded liko 
'■^Ishmael from inheriting the promise ; whereas tlie latter 
IS a state of freedom, and those who come into this nciv 
, 'and h'^tter dispensation, like Isaac, are the children of 
the p.y-’mise, and are by faith entitled to the blessings 
of it ; (v?r. .21, to the end.) — This Was the freedom they 
were brought into by Clhrist; and he exhorts them to 
be stedfast in it, and to beware of coming undpr a ser- 
. vile yoke by a subjection to the law: (cliap. v. 1.) And, 
to prevent their having any further thought of it, 
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5. He assures them, that by. submitting to be.cir- 
cumciscd, tboy became subject to the whole burden of 
the law, and could receive no beneiit by Christ, but 
were cut 6tf from all advantage they might have by the 
grilce of the gospel, by .seeking to be justified by their 
obedience to the law; while be and all true Christians 
looked for justification only by the righteousness of 
CMirist, with reference to which -it made no deference 
u lK'tber they were circumcised or not, if they had such 
ii faith as operates by love ; (ver. 2 — ft.) And therefore, 

(i. He calls them to consider wdience it was that, 
after they had set out well, they were drawn otV from 
I hut regard which they once had for the truth and liberty 
'jf the gospel ; and shews them it was owing to the ill im- 
pression made upon them by their false teachers, by 
wliom he was unjustly charged with preaching up cir- 
cumcision, of which his suflerings for the doctrine of 
the cross were a plain confutation ; expressing at the 
same time liis hope concerning them, that they would 
come to be of the same mind with him, and wishing 
lliosc who had endeavoured to corrupt them were cast 
out of I be church, that they might do no further mis- 
chief, (vtr. 7 — 12.) — And now,- as he was drawing to a 
c!o.se of iiis epistle, according to his usual method, 

'riiiK»r,Y, He olfcrs 'several practical directions to 
iht.m, and exhorts them to a behaviour answerable to 
tlieir C.'liristiaii calling, and to the ib^titiition of the gos- 
pel, as a doctrine according to godliness. Where, 

1. He tak(.s occasion from his mentioning their 
Christian liberty to caution them against- abusing it to 
an indulgence of the llesh, and to the breach of Cliris- 
tian (‘luirity; and urges them to mutual love, as what 
they were obliged to both by the law and gospel, and., 
which if they neglected, and gave w^ay to animosities 
ami contentions, they would be exposed to ruin and 
destruction ; (ver. 13 — 15.) 

2. He exhorts them to a conversation suitaf lO to 
the dispensation of grace they had received, by a com- 
pliance with the inllucnces or the Spirit, in opposition.,, 
to the workings of the flesh; and, giving a descriptioiiif-; 
of the dillercnt fruits of each, shew®, that as Christians 
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thejr were obliged to crucify the flesh with its corrupt 
affections, and to obey the dictates of the. Spirit, in a 
continual exercise of all the graces of it j and warns 
them, in pai'ticular, against pride and vain glory ; (ver 
1(1, to the end.) 

.'J. Ho recommends it to them to deal tenderly vvitk 
those who are overtaken in a fault, endeavouring to re- 
store them, with a compassionate regard to tlieir infir- 
mities, by a meek and gentle treatment, as those who 
would fulfil* the law of Cdirist: and cautions them, in- 
stead of entertaining a conceited notion of their own 
sufliciency, as if they weri' not liable to fall as wt‘11 as 
others, or being pleased with the high sentiments that 
others have of them, to examine their own work, whe- 
ther it be such as may alford them ground of rc'joicing, 
since every one must be accountable for his own beha- 
viour, and shall at last be dealt with, not according to 
the vain imagination he has of himself, or the good opi- 
nion of others concerning him, but according to wliat. 
he really is, and the true character that he is found to 
bear; (chap. vi. I — .5.) « 

4. Ho presses it upon them as tlieir duty, to be free 
and liberal in contributing to the sujiport and maiiilc. 
nance of their ministers, assuring them that plausible 
excuses in a point of duty would fatally d« <’ei\«' Ihosi; 
that made use of them, and eveiy one should reap ac- 
cording as he sowed; ^^nd therefore urges them not .to 
be weary in w'ell-doii%, but to lay holdofe\eiy op- 
portunity for doing good to all, especially to their fel- 
low Christians ; (ver. 6 — 10.) 

'And now, the apostle having written this epistle with 
his own hand, and given this testimony of his aflection- 
.ate regard to the Galatians, sums up the main design of 
it as the close of all (ver. 11, to the end,) and shews,- - 
that as to their false teachers it was for selfish ends, 
ano aot from any veneration for the law, they pressed 
then* .to be circ^umcised, that by this means they might, 
keep up their reputation .with the Jews, and might not 
only save tliemscives from persecution, but glory al.^^oin 
the numher of their proselytes; — while, for his own 
part, lie had no worldly views, and would not glory 
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but in the cross of Christ, by whom alone it is that jus- 
tification can be had. This was the doctrine that he 
preached, nor should the fear of persecution make him 
tC! 'ilreguise it, for it was only in this way that any 
cfiuld be justified and saved; and, whether they were 
circumcised or not, if they were made new creatures, 
and acted by this principle, mercy and peace should 
be upon them, as the true Israel of God. No one 
i^hould therefore trouble him anymore with urging the 
necessity of circumcision, or with suggesting he him- 
self w as for it, tvhen he had shewn his zeal for the pure 
doctrine of the gospel by his sufl'erings for it; the marks 
of which were a plain evidence of his regard to Christ, 
and such a proof of his sincerity, as might well serve 
to vindicate his character, and to confirm the truth of 
what he had taught them. — And, having thus remind- 
ed them of the main view he had in writing this epis- 
tle, he concludes it with a solemn apostolical benedic- 
tion. 




A 


7 PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON I’llE 


EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 


TO THE GALATIANS. 


SECT. I. 

77)c apostle Paul, after a general and proper salutation, ex- 
prc '^es his surprise and cemccrn, that the Galatian Christians 
had so s ‘ 0 » suffered tlinnselves to bt led aside frcnn the simplt- 
citu ol that gospel sihich he had first planted amongst them. 
Gal.!. 1 -10. 

1. GALATtANS I. I , 

Hii apostil* "YOU receive this epistle from Paul, who sect, 
Oioi Ilf int-ii, nri- ijath the honour to stand in the character of l 
o»:i b\ -.aoi, but by avostk of the Christian churcl) ; an impor- 

tant which he did not presumptuously j j 

arrogate to himself, nor receive Jrom the ap- 
pointment or authority of men, as the origin 
nal, war by tbeihoicc or intervention of any 
vian upon earth, ^ the instrument of his mis- 
sion; whatever the factious teachers*, who are 
endeavouring to disturb you, may have repre- 
’ sented : but I am capable of giving you the 
most convincing evidence, that 1 had an im- 
mediate call to this roost honourable charge 
by Jesus Christ ihi great Head of the church, 
who did himself in, person appear to me again 
and again, (Acts 5x. 4 ; xxii i8,) and sent roe 
forth to be his witness unto all men, accord- 
i!)g to the sovereign choice of God the Father^ 



Gal. 
1 . 1 . 


li Paul expresses his affectimatc regard for the Galatians. 

SECT. (Acts xxii. 14, 15,) who ha^th raised him from tbo Father » ho raised 
ai«6n^‘ the dcady^ and. therein laid the gredl 
foundation of our faith in him for ^righteous- 
ness and life, and our reliance on him as the 
Son of God and the only Saviour of men. 

*2 And while I am thus addressing ihyself to yon, 2 And jIi fht br*-- 
all the Christian brethren^ especially the mini- 
sters® who are with me here at Corinth, join ofGaiaMJi 
with me in the sentiments I am going to pro- 
pose, and in the most friendly and aflPectionate 
salutations unto the churches of Galatia^ whom 
they cordially love, notwithstanding any dif> 
ference in form and opinion which at present 

3 may subsist among thein.*^ It is our most 

unfeigned ardent prayer, that the richest com- •> Grace to you 
munications of Divine grace and favour may I"“* 

\bc\ imparted to you^ with ail the blessings of our LwkI 
prosperity and peace of every kind from Christ, 

God the father^ the great original and foun- 
tain of all good, and [from\ our Lord Jesus 
CAr/s/, the purchaser and dispenser of it ; 

4 fFho graciously and compassionately gave 4 who gave hiu,- 

himself up to the severest suilerings as an 
atoning sacrifice our sinsy that he might rni:v.M\t 

thus deliver us by the efficacy of his death 
from the destructive snares and condemnation 
that attend thU present evil wurldf from the 


^IVh' hath raiwd km from the dead.] 
Mr. L’Knfant tliiiiks these words arc add- 
ed to obviate an objection which might 
be raijicd agninst Paul’s mission, from his 
mi h'lviug leceivtd a commission from 
< 'hi tat, likp the other apostl^^, whije he 
w,i‘j here (III earth. — Hut the m>nds of the 
apostles appear I’c always Tuil of the 
joyful idea of Chr.\d\s fesurrcctwn, and 
thv ri'.tyr*i it is no wonder that out of the 
fulness of th^ir hearts ihey sbo» id seize 
every opp'^rtunity nfspcakiiigof it. Cum* 
pure' Rom 4; I Thess. i. It); Heb. 
J. 3; 1 Pet. I. 3‘f and a multitude of 
other texts — ^To which it may he added, 
that it is with great propriety the apostle 
mentions here, that Goi hath raised hha 
from t'Ae dead, ^ agreeable to the main 
poio« he had in view, wjiicb was to assert 
the doctrine of jusiijtcation fidih m 
Chnst ; since God declared, by rouing him 
from the dead^ that he accepted the atcme> 
SRcnt Ohnst had made, and gave bim a 
di'^charge from any further claim upon 
him for the satisfaction of his justice ; and 
as IS this, that is the great foundation 


of our faith tn ehnslt so Mn* apostle s.i\,s 
elsi’where, that hea’o-i' raised a^um j'>r our 
justification; Pom, ix. ‘J.S. 

^ Thebreiheity ospceially tlic ministers. 1 
As the titles of bivtinen and areap 
pliod to dilTercnt personal, and minutm 
seem to be distinguished by being called 
brethren, V\ii\, iv. 21, 22, they arc pro- 
bably here Intended. 

Notwithstanding any dilVcrcnt'o in 
fomri ai^ 'pinion, &c. | Though the 
ChrisUs^Jtt Corinth were most of tliein 
eonveriajS^tiies, and these iif (iaiatia 
were alroh'gfy prejudiced in favour of the 
Jewish <.»'reinouie.s; yet the a]>o^tle ex- 
presses their afftction towards those their 
brethren, and that with great propriety, 
that he might thereby invite them to a 
suitable retnrn of love. On tiie same prin- 
ciple ho reminds them (wr. K) of the 
blessings Which as Chrintians they shared 
in common, that he might endear them 
the more to those who were joined with 
them in ‘such, happy bands. 

^ From this present evil tiw/d.j The 
wofds #KT» tt.a/j; wsv*j;« arc am- 



Cah 
1. 4, 


He imndei^s the Galatians were so soo?i corrupted: IS 

ifvii world, acconiinir pt\?(lominant vices of the age, and from the sect. 

Ind*^our'vatii(*r -^ bring on all who shall continue * 

in the practice of tliern, whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles, which glorious design he generously itn- 
diirtook according to the merciful and saving 
'ii'ill of G\)d^ even our Father, who chose this 
wisest and happiest method of recovering ns to 
himself : To whom therefore, for this adora-5 
l)lc and matchless grace to sinful creatures, [bc\ 
glory and praiseyo?* ever and ever. Amen, 
c I marvri thatyo Since this then is the only way of being jus-^^ 
an' o soon lonuncd savcd, it ffives iiic great concern, and 

you intdtiiciiiafr if quitc astonishcd, my beloved brethren, 
runsi, unto tawiAhw that after ye have been instructed in it, and 




5 To whom he i; lo- 
ry tor ever and cror. 
Aiiicii. 


20S[>i.l : 


seemed to have received the truth in the love 
of it, ye are so soon removed^ from a due re- 
gard to him that railed you into this meth -xl of 
salvation by and through the grace of Christ,^ 
and who continues still in the same sentiments 
as wlien he was at rirst the happy .instrument 
of bringing you to an acquaintance with it; 
that ye are so soon removed, I say, unto what . 
may almost be called another gospel,^ as being 
so entirely inconsistent with the very funda- 
mentals of that wliicli you were originally 


liousKMi.';, nnd «.onio wojiild ronder them, 
hni'i fhi' t ,,/ III t/ns jirruni ‘iunlil ; winch 
rn.'.Uc < a \ «‘i y jiood "(‘iiso ; Inif iiad it h»'en 
111 ., ii.i' d h\ the ajiostle, J thiak the arti- 
ric winild Im\o hci^n rept'Uted. p'ofM- 
p.iii'Jwhii x\ii. 1 ,).) — Mr f.ocke argues 
fri Ml 1 Cor. ii. t'j, », thiit «ii«v*cC7o; sis^ni- 
1'n's iiic .lewihli Hiition under the Mosaic 
coii^tit otion ; and sii)ipoMS tin >e woi'd.s 
to coiiiain an intiuiutioo, tkat God intend- 
t'd tti take this Jews theni<»clvc8 out of it, 
so fir v'.is ho fioiii any jiiivjjose of brinjf- 
iin; ilic t^eniiit'i under it. But as it is 
I’i rlani that aia.* often signifies iHo sauie 
witli that is, iht; ttorW,- (See Mat. 

xiii. ;39, lO; 2 (’or. iv. 4; and Tit. ii. 12 j 
whi' h last pi.iee seem*' exactly parallel 
to CI'H ) ] think it would he very unrea- 
Kjpahlf to liiiiil so nohlc and expressive 
A claii'.e hvbo narrow an interpretation. 

^ Ihnl i/t' ttrt’ Sit Af)nti removed,] It ap- 
pe.n> from tin: be^imiin^i' of the general 
iiitrodiK-non to this epistle, that Caul had 
jircadud the tfosptd first to the Galatians, 
and |ilanl«'d ••vural ehnvohes inthateoiin- 
ti v, ill 1 ms pa'-sing through it (Acts wi. 
(i.) ahiMjt llu* Utter end of the \ear .*i0. 
He s isiieii tlifiii again (Acts x^iii. 23 ) in 
VGL. \. 


the year 54 ; and he seems to have writ- 
ten this epistle hi fore tliat \ isit. He had 
reason therefore to wonder that their sen- 
timents were \o quiikly ehaiii’od, .iiiJ thatr 
such wnrni aHectiun as lle y then bore 
him (chap. iv. 14, 15.) were so M^tu and 
so grcaUy'^,ftticnatc'd. 

^ fro^hifk that cuHf! yru hn /A.* firn,c 
qj' Chnht,‘\ If it be ill re eon''idrr* <1 ilia' 
the expression in the o' luln.i! is tv ;/ 
that, is, l>y or thrci/gh the crutr of < 

(as iJtir translation ivtn’cs it eNewheic, 
2 Cor. i. 12; 2 'riies.s. ii. 1 tj.) and not 
the til ace ; Uieic is no d' Hie u tty in admit- 
ling that the npo*itle Paul points out him- 
w(/* bj' him //i«/ t’a//crf than (os he ni.ty 
likeu’ise afterwards, ehap. v. ft.) nor is 
then? any thing more assuming m it than 
in bis speaking of hmAelt l^ he ii.at mm/i- 
tered the Spirit to them. Chap. iii. 

t l-nio another !;ript‘!.] Mons. Sanrin 
observes (Serm. Vol. XI. p. 4e.'/thal thi: 
Gaiatiaiis were a eolony of the ('..i-ils, 
that is, of the aneiuit iidiabitants i>t 
France; who, say® he, !iav»- .ilwa\ : 
reproached with t.ikpijr linjiressiutis ea- 
sily, and as easily sufi'ciing theni tu be 
idiiced. 



Milt IhwW'M V 
iH :i)! < J flKM; Il< 

M ij, pp a<’l» ;»'■ > : ' 

po^prl ’'M" V . 

than ih.i* '\h, .1 I 

h.iV*' l)I .H. ' < w I-IJ 

joii. Jt'i tiiifi Ik- ^ 
OiU'hCaK 


I i IJ.lial he had preached was, ike only true gospel, 

sr/;r. concerning our free justification by Di- 

•• - viilc grace on our believing, vyitbout the works 

of the Mosaic, law. lJut mdecci, to speak more ^ Wiiidi is not an- 
1’“.!' cxactiv, that system of doctrines which vou ^‘**^*‘5 ^ 

nave so rashly ami unhappily ri ceived, 7s nof you, .hkI w . m per- 
in strict propriety nnoiker gospel, nor wortiiy y’o Uu* 
tlie name of gospel at all : but tliis in sliort is 
ihc c.isc, that f here' are some sedacing and iMiii- 
risasciil teachers, Ttv/zo, for their own unworthy 
mils, have gone about to trouble i/ott with false 
insinuations, and arc desirous to do llieir ut- 
most to subvert and overthrow the f^ospcl of 
Christ, which hath been preached to yon in 
.^y'j pure ami powerful a manner. Vou know i'"t Oh 
tiie doctrine that was first delivered to you un- | 

I I • * * <• I Ti » 1 ' iiJ, pp a<’K rj 

(ler the inspiration or tJie iJoJy Spirit; and compel i-m, 
what-joever may have been ‘-'iiggested, as if Peu r »h;m rri.c 
and the other apostles, and even 1 myself, do 

. , A 1 *■ i t*'* *'nri 

sometimes preaeii up the works ot the lav\, as oiuh<i<K 
necessary to he joined with faith in Tlirist for 
jiistificaiion, let no such principles he admirti‘(l 
by yon : hut though xn% or any other apostle, 
not excepting the, most honourable and i!lii>- 
trious names, or even an au^il frofii heaven,*' 
if that were jiossihle, sliould preach any ofh.r 
gospel auiitfi^;!^' 7joii than that xchich ikY have al- 
ready preached unto you, and (xinfirnu'd by sneli 
apparent and uncontronlcd mirarles, le! him 
not only be rejecred, bbt prouounceil an ana^ 
th’cma, and be devoted to a perpetual and most 
dreadful curse-. 

\or is it by any siv-dSn flight of /,eal tiiat 1 ■*» u.- 

exjircss niy&elf thus ; i»»it as uee hove said ^hwX 
just bejyre, so say I now again, ard solemnly pr.tp i, 
repeat it as niy deliberate judgment, If anyone, i unto ^ 
whatever, wlietli' r ma. or angel, preach any 
other gj^pd to you than ihaf xvhtch ye have re~ 

• ccitrd already from oiir lips, and which indeed 
yo hav^becMi taught liy ii«» from f'hrist himself, 

/cl him he ana them a, and look upon hin. with as 
nuudi detestation as you would on tiiij most 
execrable creature in the uni verst?. 

10 I speak with all tliis freedom from the sure 


;\s u«- ‘..llfl l»-- 
InH', M) say 1 in n 
j,LMi!> If ;i'iy III. IK 
pri'.ii Ij auv .-liHr 

i Klllo \ .III I ll.K* 
\ •• l« t-l'IV - 

I'll, )< r litiii (It- ac- 

ouiscd. 


10 Tdi do I fii w 


h V, fin:n ftrt.vjn | S<jinc viK'itiofi from the h.iml cf av aiiyi I . Ijut 

h.iv« imagined Ihai Hie iiposlli- In u* re- I e »iu pr -of that Iho pn tcuM 'o 
fers to the pn:io»t:cs uliioli Oiiutiuis i?, m.«!c soaulu, if iudecd it ueic rii.:di. at 

s.»!d to ha\t' m.idc to lus k reiviiig a rc> ali. 



lic/irctw?is on the danger of perverting the gospel, 1;J 

f>cr5uad« mrii, or coiisciousuess of lllV OWn illtOgrUv *. for^Vifw SECT. 
piriM-'mni 5 * fo^iAl ^ clone and huili.Tcd lur llie trucli, *• 

y<'t p!oas.H men, I do 1 Yiow soUcit ihc favour (f mcu^ or oj (rod'? 
^.iiouifinr.i ii. tiu: bcr- Do I ondeavour. in iny ministry to inj^ratiaLe 

vjnl.ot ( liii&r. m vci^If wirh ni<*n juivrcf^irtn f irwl ' 


1^1 


myself with men, or to approve myself to God : 
(}r do /, ill the general course of my conduct, 
seek to please men by a compliance wiiii their 
prejudices or designs? I have no parly -\ iews, 
as i had foriiiorly before 1 was converted (.\cts 
IX. I, 2 ), nor any intention to pnrsne ihc 
sclieines and S(‘rve the purposes ot nniii ^ tor if 
indeedy^ I yet pleased men^ by soothing their iin- 
nionrand flattering their vanit\ , I should no! be 
the servant ot Chria ; I should not cIcs' Tvc the 
name ot a C’liristiaii, and imich less that (d’ a 
niinistct' and an aposilc, and nitist indeed change 
til uh(dc system of my doctrine, if 1 would 
rendtT it a ’rccable to iiunuui prtjiidiccs. 


<;ai. 
I. 10 . 


iMrs^oN 

In T us adore t lie nanx' ol that Idtsscd 1?cde('iner who gavoVusei*. 
a ■-r.criilce for our sins: and may ti '* consideration of 
til . gla('ioll^ j:;n|)us<.; J:i dioing U iiave its ellicacy, /•; deliver us 
ni'(‘^eni red rc\trld, and to raise onr hearts to t'lat 
io whit h ih' loiilier haih ex.ihed liim, by u!:om he was mi rd 1 
jr »m ill • (h i ! . to Vvliom, {<»»• a. I tir* j-urposes ol’ Ins grav'c in > 

?he wlioiesc h. ii,i' of unr reue-nplion, be glory lor ever aiul t'ver. 

i-,‘r the reini j' i>r.tiK*e o(' this eoinpahsionai'* S,;',iuur, v.dio :s 
/hi uirit s rsii rday^ /(/ //.w/, and far (vey\ eiu-age n«> to he Med- 
ia ^ ‘0 ih j‘!i)l'’s.sion of Iris religion, and to lie upon onr guard 
again.M .ill wlio winiM pei \ ert t he gospel, Mav h.>ministers ( s- 
peeially !)(' i-vce -ding <*a;ni(Mi> bow (inw do any thing that lool.-; 

I:!xe c-orrilpi in;r it ; since sndi a d'x idful a ialln in : s nronounc- - 
i\] against an ap»)stle, or an aiig' I, w iur .should at'empi ii * 

\\ no can he Miperior to every i J.ir n <;n thi '. head that consj- 
(Ji'i-; the case of 1 lie Galatiare, who, liiough dio} uceivcd'the 
gn,j;el from the Ii)>s of such an apostle as i ,.nh < n:;Li be so soon 
ren!''\(xl, and dr.iwn aside to a quin.' dill lent ‘'v'teiid L»:i (hod 6 
to:, h- a gt-ieion- piov'sion txa* ilieir bd’.ig lec'ov. re'i, ami co;i- 
iiiiuevl in liie ;n;i»itivc Jiiith, by this episth’ ; wliicli was intend- 


> thv' favour of men ^ or of (.ad /'] 

L- T* ; ..J'.Ai', »; Hj ;', !t !■» !>V '» 

t;i( ' lliai !l»" 

ivmiiT-. 1 1ll**, * I ill- a •' onu* \\ !iii U I " 

“ Ji.'rf' i-'i'M'U It thtit of 5 . ’Ml '.rot’ 
“ 0()<1 'I’l.i- inij'.ji'r Ooii ‘'f;* (I.. til (1 l- 

'’<t6ns.tr.iU :y«i?jir Ijtre jftA 


fo I'tiy-ftilv or toin.ru ;,./c h-na- !f' ijih tli-j 
onr ','r u c i.tln*r, tlM.'-'h it Iv' avkiioMr- 


I' ili?', iJ to br 



p.no VII. 

J.'i 

M\ . I'l ; \i\. e«'. 

^ -J J 

■1!'.. 

.. y.g i' 

si'iiiin a 

, .-1 ■ 

note '1 on Ai.ts xix. *i0. 

Yyl. IJI.p. - 

■-•J. 




16 Paul had his doctrine^ not from meriy but from Christy 

ftKcT. ed also to be a seciirity to us, that we might learn from* hence 
the* purity anJ simplicity of the Christian doctrice, and be esta- 
Wished in the truth as it is in Jesus* 

Ver, JO. I,et the ministers of Christ faithfully preach it, net as seeking 
to plro'^e yneUy but that God who trieth the hearts; and. udio 
can only be pleased by an entire surrender of the soul to that 
system of truth and duty which he hath condescended to leach, 
and by a faithful care to spread its genuine and salutary max- 
ims as widely as they can, without any addition or diminution. 
To solicit the favour of men, and to endeavour to oblige tlu'm, 
l)y sacrificing such sacred considerations to any of the’v preju- 
dices and follies is to act in a manner utterly unhccoming a scr- 
mnl of Cdirist ; and so unworthy a conduct in such as hi ar tlu^ 
character of minister^, may justly provoke the indignation of 
. their Divine Master to make them as contemptible as they suf- 
fer themselves to. become unfaithful. 


SEC T. II. 


To vindicate his doctrine to the Galatians y and to remove the pre- 
judices that u'ere raised agairuit ity PaulskcK's them it teas vol 
received from men; andy as a proof of the Divine authority of 
his mmioHy gives some account of facts U'hich immcdialehj sue- 
i'ceded his conversion from a persecuting teal apainst Christi- 
anity to the pr(fession of it. Gal. I. 11. the end. 


(iALATIANS I. 11. 


r.Ai. I. n. 



J^OME have indeed attempted to reflect upon guT i r<*rtifv you, 
^ my doctrine, and to depreciate tlie authori- brrthrt n, that 
tv ot mycow)niissionas.an apostle ; but I cer. 
tijn yoUy brethren y apd declare m the most cle- „ot after nian. 
terminate language I a;n capable of using, that 
whatever my enemie.s, wdio herein are yours 
likewise, may insinuate to the contrary, the 
gospel xchich has every uhere been preached by 
mcy is not according to the tradition or inven- 
tion of many nor in any way adulterated and 
debased to suit the relish, or to favour tlie pre- ' 
indices, of those to whom it was to be delivered. 

/ hr 1 neither received my commission to 12 For I neiihrr 
pri^ach it froyn the authority or interposition received it of man, 
oi‘ any man whatever, nor was I taught [if] * tausht 

by any written memoirs, or any other hu- 
man nioiliod of instruction*; hut in a most 


» Xu tens T fnH;ihi it, &c*.] If it would undoubted!}' inatruct Paul in rhe- 
thoald bi* cbjecti'd hege, that. Ananiaii prjiicij^ik-h of the gospel btfoie he bap 

^ '4" ■' ' - - (: - f 



%cho had converted himftom tm isealfor Judaism. 17 


it but bv the revcla- 
jesUs Cfamt. 


Oab 
1. 1-3 


1.1 For ye ha\e 
hranl of my convor- 
.•ahoii 111 time past, 
III LliC Jews’ religion, 
Acrj that be\ou(l 
measure I persecuted 
the churi'h of God, 
wasted it : 


1 i And profited in 
rho Jews’.religion u- 
li'>\e riiany niy eiprtils 
in mine uw'ii nation, 
being more exceed- 
ingly zealous of the 
tradition* of iiiy fa- 
thers. 


13 Flit \ilieii it 
pleaded (?od, who se- 
parated Tin- from my 
mother’s v^oinb, and 
• ailed 7ne by his 
;irace, 


extraordinary and tniracniouft way I was co- srot. 
lightened in it, and authorized to preadi, it, ”• 
6y the immediate revelation 0 / Jesus Cknst 
himself, who communicated tome by inspira- 
tion the knowledge of salvation by faith in him, 
and sent me forth to publish the glad tidings of 
the gospel. 

This you already know, though I touch up- 13 
on it again as a truth of so great importance ; 
fnr you undoubtedly have heard of fny conver- 
sation and character in time past^ particularly 
in my youthful days, and to the happy time 
when I became acquainted with the gospel; 
that I was such a violent l)igot in the profession 
of Judaisvi,^ and so implacable an enemy to 
the followers of f'hrist, that I unmeiisurabltj 
persecuted with the most insatiabk* rage the 
church of God^ whi<di 1 now esteem it my great- 
est honour to edify and serve, though 1 was 
then intent upon its ruin, tnid ravaged it, with 
all tiie fury of a beast of prey, yhtd such was N 
my regard for all the Jewish rites and customs, 
that / 7nade proficiency in the knowledge and 
practice of Judaism, beyond many of 7ny oren 
iiatitm, \udio were'] my cijuah in age, and of the 
same standing with myself in the study of the 
law ; being more abundantly and passionately 
zealous for the hereditary maxims and t radii ions 
of my fathers, on which the Pliarisaic sect lays 
so much stress. But xvhen at length it pleased\^'^ 
God, in the .secret purposes of his mercy 
liad .set apart and separated vie to this office from- 
my mothcr\s womb, (as he did Jeremiali to that 
of a prophet, Jer. i. 5,) liaviiig determined to 
employ me as a minister of bis gospel ; and who 
afterwards called [wc] by such an astonishing 
display and energy of his grace, while I was ac- 


tized him, it may ft rt’pliod, not only that 
Aiiaiiias was no snoh considerable per- 
‘Hiii tiuit Paul should be suspected by 
the (I'alatians to have bc-en modelled by 
him; hut that it seems, when Ananias 
first came to him, Paul was so well ac- 
qiiainti'd with the principles of Chris- 
tianity, which ho had been instructed in 
by rcM latiwn during the three days of 
Jus bliiidiu'ss, that Anania.s could not 
/’udge it ijfi'cs*!aiy lo in-^ttrucc him a.s a 


catechumen; which is the more proha* 
bic, as it appears the l.onl had told him 
Paul was before acquainted by a risioii 
with the purpose of his coining to him. 

Acts ix. IV?. 

*» In Judaism.] Mr. L’J’mfaint a ell ob- 
serves, that Iftiil docs not signify ihe re- 
ligion originally taught by Moses, but 
that which was practiced among the Jews 
at this lime, aud intn-h of U biiiH upon 
the traditions of tlio cldei-s. 



'3:8 


ITe xvtjiL noifot insi/uctians to Jerusalem. 


;8ECT. tually engaged in opposition to his cause and 
inte/«>st; When it pleased him, I to reveal 
vision and inspiration his Jesus 

"*L It) ^ disebv^ry of the. 

glories of his person, and of his righteousness 
and grace, t/wt I might not only know Kith for 
iny o\V!i 'tilvation, but also in due tiiiie, wlii^n. 
Vrovulence should open a convenient vt^y, 
miglil preach hm aviong the Gcniilcs^^ as well 
as among tlie Jews, to whom my addresses were 
at first cojifined ; immediately my heart was 
overpowered, and all my prejudices so entirely 
removed, that 1 conferred not with flesh and 
blood, ^ and stood not to consider what would 
he most snhservivmt to my worldly interesf^^^ or 
to consult with any mortal man about engife- 
ing in the work to which I had so clear a <:ml. 
Nor did 1 at that thne go up to Jerusalem to 
1 them that were apostles before me^ to be in- 
slriutcil iTKire particularly in the doctrines I 
should preach, tliat there might he no incon- 
sistencies between us, or to apply to them for a 
coimnisdon to perforin my office : but, having 
entered on my iiunistry, and preached the word 


16 To reveal bi^ 
Son in me/ that I 
rnt;;bt preach him 
among the heathf*!) ; 
immediately 1 con- 
ferred not with flesh 
and blood : . ft 


17 Neither w(Mit 1 
up to Jciwaalem, to 
them whicli :uc a- 
postles ht fon: me ; 


«■’ 77/c'/ / ptetah frm nmnns' the 
'Phis tt.'ia undoubtedly tin; 
scheme of Pi'o\ idi ncc. conueruing Panl^ 
vlio was accordingly disiinguishcdby’ thu 
eharacler of tl'.c apostle of the GeptiW; ' 
bat if his <'oiiu'ri>ion iia)ipened, as W 
suppose, ftl'oiit tlic yoar ainj Jitter’s 
preaching to Corut lius'.in 
ther:, since it is itiC<,titesti'bJy'4||^Pli^that 
the • .ejiti'fs first hejid the’'/dijf^'|iy the 
T)i.Hilh of IVt(r, it irould Mbw that 
VciiiJ did no' at flr^t understand the full 
cvtcni of hfs eonrniissiduf and therefore, 
when he .o'si began To pteacb, conliiicd 
his labotir? tg the >.'yna;:ogucsat Dauiav 
ci!S, indeed inti.i.atcd, Acts ix. 

CO— ■ 

• * bn„.Mt^ely I conjuned w>lwilhfitsh 
' <171(1 hli'iC.]' J?r. Wdl-, and some others 
tmdtisi I'ld t)u» as if tin'api.btle had said, 
(m^nHiaesrht ai'l*r the recoxery of n|^ ’ 
sljgirt, wiiiioiit conferring xxitfi any ' 
in the Avorld, w so much us ap- 
'* l***“i*ilf fbr advice, I 

*♦ retired by l>i\ ine direction into the de- 
“ sdyt «»f Arabia; lihcre, after S'^me time 
“ !*pefiL in dexoiioii, I had /* full letcln- 
'* isjtade I'i me of tht nio:>t iin|)Ortant 
*' fl.cta and docliines 'of njri>tiatiity, 


[ul.ioh soDic suppose to be Me tapfure 
‘‘ referrt’d to, 'J C’or. xii. | .ind then, 
** after my rctmii from tlu ni’c, preached 
at I)ama:)eii.> for the hr^'t lime.'’ (See 
'WVlU’Kieog, Vol. 111. p. -7.).) And Mr. 
Locke insists tiiat heie dots not 

icier to his wmci} 4 a.tfiy enga^nog in tin- 
work jcf the minfstry wiilnmt applying 
fo) adx'icc to any man, but to his goin.;' 
ii#'o Arabia. — lint the same word is used 
h> f nkc in bM.'bistury of tlie.4.<^s, xvho, 
aiiiiont any noth-c of Pifbi’s de- 

pnilu;^' Jto|b A^rilbia^ says, that after he 
^cov6ri^>ireb{{t^ he tairicd ceit.iiu 
^ay> and Ovl'n;;) hinnrtii. 

dk'ly in, the syn.og^'ucs 

'Aet> ix. So jh^lt ^ !peem'. inu.st 

probable ^fotAC. after his conver- 
sioiijE Vaul was ao x\e11 instructed in tl)«‘ 
fcuofrledge gospel by the ic.vLlmu 
'/hat was Ipade to h.in, that he i/u^ 
without oompilling any 
’’inap, id preach the word a* Dainascu'., 
before he went from thence Into Aiabia; 
which is most suitable to the natmal or- 
der of the words, nnd best agrees with 
the account of his first entering on hib 
ministry in the Acts. See Vol, IP 
sect* XX. note. I’ 



. *' '] '' ', -/a- 

but 1 went into Am- at DahiftscuSi { Acta i:f. 2p*). / u^ent for a while 

agam^unto^Dam^^^^^ where I couW have no Qppo^rtu- 

^‘us- nity of taught, by any man, as none of' 

' the apost^ had. been tliere before me; ami 

. . from thence I relumed again to Damascus^ 

' . wher^ 1 boldlj^' declared the necessity of believ- 

ing fn Christ for salvation, even in the presence 
of thpse Jews whom I Itnew to be most strongly 
prejudiced against that important doctrine. 

18 Then after three Then at length, after three years Uom Ahe \ 
.icr»»:,!'.,n ro«" Ve! of my conversion, I went up to Jerusalem 
lei, mid abode with to vuit and coiivetse with Peter y by whom, 
luMi fifteen days. when he had beard from Barnabas an account 


of my conversion and my preaching at Damas- ; 
cus^^Jl was cordially received as one whom the 
L(^ had called ; and 1 abode there tcith him ’‘' 
' at bii house but ffietn days^ to have tlie plca- 
' sure of discoursing with him on the mu^^ual 
success of our nnnLstry, and not with the least 
view of receiving any farther authority from 
19 But othor of hjm. jiut 1 suw HO one of the apostles then is 
Lolo!la’! “inTti.i ^fstdes, except it were Jitmes, the brother or 
Loid’!, brother. near kinsman// the Lord Jesi)s^; for all the 
rest of that sacred society were alwent at tliat 
time on their reactive missions, w 

y Xotv thf things Now with fcspect to all these circumstances, 3 O ’ 

whifh 1 wntr unto tkiuss tvliich I Write unto yoUy - 

you, hchoKl, bekiiu ^ • i* * -1 j 

God, I lie nut. y®*' *"‘\v give thevoiost entire credit to them, ? 

, how little booifel^’ tljiy may consist with some 
reports tliat have been artfully spread. abroatl 
‘Concerning me ; . 1 solemnly pro- 

fess to you befor^^m^t^ihdX I do not lie or 
falsify in the least but with all possi- 


^ James the brother, or ifnsman teacher, iso wcjfidcrfuUy agreeing in all \U 
•J Lhe Ijird Jcsiis.J- ||te w^sTUij^ iion of branches with thai ahich Cbrist had 
AJphuus and Mary, th^ .aiaiar tanghl^pn earth both before and after hn 

g/;i ; so that^anjies to resunrection, wad so estijm^nary an 

Jcsxis. Sae Vol. U. note «, events and of so great iinport|^«ci la thos^ 

p. 441. —This to Jerusalem (which whom St, Paul visited a^d to whom be 

is mentioned Acts ix. 26, & se^,) as ft wrote, that one cannot wonder be bhoulrf 
was three years ‘after his conversion, ap- think it proper to assert it in so solomii . 
pears to have been iu the year 3S; v^ni^\.f^ninnWT. Wc have great reasbUf wliile 
after Paid liad preached so .ipo§ befi)r^i^’''we read theattestation he has given to the !’ 
it cannot be supposed he. jvas instructed' truth o( what be Says, to acknOvfit^gc . 
hov\ to preach the gospel in the short tliat it Is 0 / Hat; piece with the siiany »>ig(iSv 
stay he now made at .Jerusalem, where and. wonders attending hothhis oonvci- ' , 
ho .saw only two of the apostles. ’ si^ and his ministry ; wbirli Mr. Lytih 

* JJefure. Codf J do not lie,] A revel a-^ ton has so admirably illtistiated in his Ob<» 1 := 
.fcion of the facts and doctrines of Chrisli- servaUuns on the’ Conversion,- ofift, 
aiiity immediately from . IrsusChristhim- Paul. 

•clf, without the assistuucc of any h.umnu 



20 Nor Was hi icnowfi in Juiia l^ his comersion. 

SKCT. blc frankness and sincerity speak wbat I as- » 

‘ ’*• sineHly know to be the most certain truth. 

4/terti'ard^ departing from ^>rjS|fUSalem, I 21 Afterwards i 
hSi. cawe intd the regions of .Syria; md from <iaine into there- 
thence I passed into my native country of Cili- Syna and 

t’/tf, to exercise njy ministry there, and to bnng, * * 

if possible, those among whom I was both, to 
the knowledge of Christ and 'of the doctrine of 
22salvation by him. ytnd during ail this time, as <22 Aud was un- 
I had only just passed through their country in known by face unto 
mv way, } teas unknown face to the seve- S'a 

ral churches of Christ which were in Judea ^ cxMist. 
tv,, as well as to the greater part of my brethren 
the apostles: so that I could learn nothing of 
y the contents of the gospel from any of : 

2ZBut onhj they had heard this wonderful «3 But thi^y had 
count in general, which might well spreiid 
through all the land, that he who so cruelly 
prrsrcuird us in times past to imprisonment preariK th the’ faith 

and death, was become a convert to the victo- 

rioiis truth and grace of the gospel, so that he ***‘^y^' ' 
preached the same Divjne faith which he 
fo) K'U'rly ravaged and laid waste to the utmost 
of iiis povcer, and would, if possible, have to- 
' 24 tally <!e>troycd and exiirpatH: And they glo- 3+ An.l they gio- 
rified God on my account, as they well might, rified God in me. 
beholding in me so .illustrious an instance of 
the power and sovereignty of.liM grace. 

vlMPKOVEMENT. 

^«r. •*. LE:r us also* at ihi^fif^lUTce of time and country, join with 
* them in glorifying the apostle ; in adoring the grace 

V 23{ijat; engaged him to preach ihf* faith he would once hfive de- 

stroyed, 'at, length to add his ami.Sipod to that of the 
martyrs of Christ which he bad ^ed. J 'SSliil . hath the great 
}]end ofv the church the same oiunijpptei^Vcmcacy, the same 
ability Id iufiueucc the heart, to oveted^^^e strongest preju- 
dices, and to turn bigots into true belieViers ; a<|d, rather than 
bis church shall want its servants and its ornaments, he will 
find them among its most cru^ enemies. 

18 Had tlic gospel been taught,^. Paul by Ananias, pr Peter, 
f[. 19 or any of the apostles, his readiness receive it from sucli 
y^. teachers, smd to preach it at the certain expence of his reputa- 
tion, his interest, and bis life, would no doubt have ranked him 

V among the infM illustrious witnesses to the truth of Cliristiani- 
jjU 12ty. But this additional fact of an original revelation of tht 
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whole syitOKn of it to liitti independent of human teaching,; /le- skct, -j 
serves our admiration^ out praise. • m. ^ 

God beteiii wrought acct]^P%> fo the secret counsel of 
Divine will, and that purpQi^ by Which he had separated Paul Verei 
from the womb. Mn yi^ was it opposed by the prevailing pre- 
judices of his edcicittij(^> or by the Violence of bis zeal for 'Jn^ 13, 14. 
daism, and that proficiency in it by which be had eclipsed so 
many of his co-tempo1^fics, and those of his mvn nation. Air . ' 
his zeal for the traditions of his fathers gave way to a yet great- 
er zeal for a nobler object ; a zeal, which earned him through > 
Arabia and Syria, through Judea and Cilicia, and prevented C 1 
him, in one sense as well as another, from consulting with flesh lo*. * .:J, 
f/m/ from being influenced by any selfish worldly views, : 
or giving heed to any.mairs opinion. 

Adored be the that animated and supported him jri 

overcoming every difficulty ; and having so miraculously fur- • 
nished him for the gfeat work that be was called to, made him 
so gloriously successful in it. So may ..we be enabled to sur- 
mount every obstacle ! and so may we be taught, as to those 
things which we have most highly esteemed, to count them All 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christy and to . 
grudge no labour, self-denial, or suffering, by which the gospel 
may be any way promoted or adorned, and a testimony given 
of our faithful subjection to it! ' 


SKCT. 



The Apostle^ in pTQsecutio7i of thdi design on which he enici'ei 
ill the prcceding^jcction, inform^ the^Alatmis of his Jpur- 
ncy / hm Antioch to Jerusalem fand^jS^j^inlei'view with the 
ftposiUs there, fourteen years Conversion, Gal. 11 . 


T 


OIL. II. 1 . ’ ' * . ' Galatians II. i . ’ 

HEN four- T HAVE yttst been telling you, that quickly sect. 
teen years afur, aftOv niy joumev from Damascus toT j^usa- *’*• . 
{cm, I traversed tne regions of Syria and 
licia, being iAcn in great measure unknown ^ 
to the churches/^ Judea, otherwise than by 'I 
my general char^teir, and what they had heard 
of the surprisinglchange wrought in me 1 am 
now to add, that about fourteen years after 
iny conversion,* when I had preached the word 


y^ourleen y^ars igter.'] As it is ccr- have an account. Acts xv. 4 it is 

lain th.it I^aulsaw both Tetcr and James very natural to suppose he would men* 
•n iliat journey to Jerusalem of which Ve tipn it here, and that this is the journey 



fi2 He goes up afterwards Jrdm Antioch to Jerusalem. 

sEqT. some lime at Antioch, I went again up to Je- * w®ntnp again to 
.1*1- rusaleyn with Barnabas^ 

church there tipon the grand dtl^ibn of the tus with w also. 
11 ^ 1 , of the Gentiles from tne "Mosaic law; 

(Acts XV. 2.) and I took Titus also .with me^^ 
thougfj he was uncircumcised, that li::;j)nigbt 
therein shew niy Christian liberty, and^ assert 
that of my Gentile brethren, against those who 
were so zealous in their attempts to invade it. 2 And i went up 
^But I then went up^ not to receive instruc- ****^ 
j:; tions HI my work from any or the apostles thLMn that gospri 
' , there, or to he confirmed in my office by them, i pre.K h a- 
l- but ht/ the appointment of a special revelation^ Gentiit s, 

and to subserve a very different and iqftportant 
'])urpose, in which the peace and liberty. of the 
church were much concerned, ytnd when I 
was arrived there, and had the pleasure of 
meeting my luethren, I explained at large, and 
freely /aid before ihetn the contents of that 
gospel which I preach among the Gentiles^ 
not only so tar as it relates- to the exemption 
of the Gentile converts from any obligation 

Tillich be now refers to, (compaire Vol. and being born of Gentile parents was 
Jll. sr<‘t. xxxiii. note*, and \ cr. not circumcised : but where ur wheg lie 
<‘bapi( r;) and a» have found rl^on wascouverled, i<<uncertain ; only wemav 
lo believe that thr couin il then held at conclude he was converted by St. Paul, 
.liTUbjIem (lid not happen later than the from the title he gives him of ///.v \uu 
\c.ir-Vibit scr'iii*. reasonable to rtrt^pn after the cummim Jaith, ( I’it. i. 4.) and a-: 

fotutven rwnrjt here incuitiuned froio|p^s he now took Titus m ith him Iroin Antiocii 
4;onver:»ion, and iiui from the curicltdiion to .Jerusalem, 90 he employed him aftci- 
uf tlJo^e trav^ds through Sj^ria and Cilicia wards on several occasions, and a])p(ai< 
whicii he Inid mentioned uf the to have regar,d^ him with great uil'cetion 

loregoiFig ( hapter; for a> sup- and €ijdearm<i>W. 

puse{liiij. to ha^o tii)ij»hedljiitfTOttrAT*t <>ogh JVtntup hy revclation.'\ Dr. Whitby 
those oountnes mi much- lew than four siipposen in bis note upon tbis plaic, that 
ye-irt after !iis cviuiersioii, such u c;»nj* as St. Pauhhad .«>aiil before, .that ho re- 
putation will bring back that ever-nie- ceived 'the gospel which he preached h f 
iijoiithle event to the year Ot, which was ijliiL L'hnU (chap, i, 1 2. t 

two years bcfo»(‘ Christ's death. — Hcd< '--s he <miy diy .w hat he now declares, 

I ’t here fhenfio’* his going up to Jerusa- that HP according to the revela- 

hmi m^thc year I'h with what bad been tion ^.''tiien received, and in this 

collected at Aritn^«di for the poor brethren journey acted' siiijUibly to t h.it re\ elation 
, in JimIph (of whii'ii we read Acts gph 29, which had comtitmed him the ajiostlo of 
.'iO j \ii. 25.) bcv.iu.se he then saw none of the ’Gentiles, teUing the. church at Jci li- 
the .ipo&tles; and the (piestion hore;,^)i^ salem, what things he had done among 
about the opportunities he might' the GcutUes in pursuaiicc of it. Uut it 
had of com ersiiig with them. 'S seems rather to be here implied, (as [ 

^ Ihik Titus nljo uith fpc.] 'Iliis is have observed elsewhere, Vol. 111. .sivt. 
Ihe earliest mention th 4 t wc meet with of xxxiii. note*,) that in their sending Taul 
,V I’ilus; fi.r he is no where mentioned by and Barnabas to .Jernsalcin, the church at 
i!*t. I.ijkc ill iho Acts, and what wer'*adof Antioch were directed by a revelation 
• him in-' the second epistle to the Conn- made, either immediatdytoPaul hi niM lf, 

' thifins, (2 (’or. ii. 13; vii. o, 14-; viii. 6.) or to some other of the prophets bic* •, 
as well :'s in that to Timutliy, (2 Tim. iv. relating to the important business they 
10.) va^ inter by .some jcar>. lie is were lit upon, 
here .•»aid to luic bcLii a ' ck ('Ci. *' ' 



Titm toas fe he . « 


blit privately to them 
which were of' repu- 
tation, lest by any 
ni( ans 1 sJiotild run> 
•r had ruu in vain. 


T Jhit in'ithei Ti- 
tus, who wan with 
III!?, ht'ifig a <ficek, 

was comiu'llcd to he 

( uCUinOlsL'il : 


And that bc- 


to obsei^e the Mosaic law, but likewise w^(h seer; 
respect to the deliverance of the Jews them- »*• 
selves frott^tbe bondajg;e of it: which g^^vc 


them an op|^rtunit;^ of seeing how fully I was ; 
instructed in the mind of Christ, and now lit- . 
tie I n^ded any farther teachings from them. 

I3ut this account however I gave, not in a pub- 
lic assembly, hut priiatclyy^ to those who were 
of greatest 7iote and reputation in the church ; 
lest some should have been found who would 
have cavilled at it, and by abusing some of the 
particulars, would have represented us as dil- 
fering from each other; in consequence of 
which.it might be feared, I should hereafter 
run^ ar* hitherto had run in vauiy as the good 
cftectfe of my future or past labours would have 
beetf lessened or obstructed b}*^ the increase of 
their prejudices ; and in particular, intent 
of my journey to Jerusalem might have been 
hindered, bad I then opened my thoughts too 
fully in the presence of a large and promiscu- 
ous assembly. 

But though I did not think myself obliged:^ 
in sincerity to make a public declaration of all 
tjiat >vas in niy br^st on that subject, yet 1 flid 
not take any step that looked like giv ing up the 
liberty of my Gentile brethren : for neither 
Vitusy who was %he^t} with mcy hein^ a Grcrk'^ 
and still continuing in a slate of iiueircumci- 
sion, was compelled to^s.obmit to that rite,'* 
tfi^gh so many maint^^ed that it was abso- 
lutely necessary to.,jt^e^W,e]itmcLsed in onicr to 
salvation, (Acts xv'. I, ‘5’.) And 1 was niore4 
averse to and rather fiivoured tlic dis- 


/?<// 'pr'u'aieUj.} I 'ha, ye 'hltfcwbece 
i-hcwii at large, that the liere refor- 
riHlto was not, a 9 ,bas been ^ei^onfidently 
assf'i tftfl, his preaching the gospel to ti>e 
“ idolatiDus (jeritiles,^* whic* was a fact 
it cMimot he supposed he should eiidea- 
\f»iir to eouccal from any: hut the point 
w'tneh he eommmiicatcd thus in private, 
was “ the evmiptioii, not of the Gentile 
*• converts only, hut of the Jews Ihem- 
“ selves, from the observance of the Mo- 
‘‘ saic ceremonies, as what they were no 
luiijrer bound to under the gosp<d, ^ny 
*' farilicr than as the peace and edifiea- 
* v'.on of . others were coucerned.’^ (^ii 
this (as I have shewn) there were sufH- 
'-ient reasons why he should chouse to be 


on. the reserve at prcKent ; yet when 
the purpose of* Ills journey h94 an- 
swered. ahd ho had left Jerusalem, ho 
used great freedom afiei vwuds in publicly 
declaring his opinion. Si-e Voi. iil. ^ 
xxxiii. note **, and § xxxv. note:». 

*Ve//4cr 'J'ilus — uv/s' C(anpAle<\, icc.J 
conduct of St. Paul with lespoet to 
'^tus, in not submitting tu his being cii- 
ruineiscd, when it was* insi^tl■d or. a.s ne- 
cessary to salvation, i> xery well consis- 
tent with what he uiterwnrds did wiUiont 
cujnsrraint, to pioniotc the ctrcumcision 
of Timothy in different eiieu in stances. 
(.Vets xvi.’‘.'>i) as is shewn in the note on 
that text, Voi. l!I. sect, .\sx\i. note •. 




34 


The apitk$tdded'n6tMn^ 'kihj6fdsthrethrm 

SECT, iiflination of Titus to it, because of 'the fake ^ ***** 

»»• ^retbf'en^ [that leei'e] artfully introthiced, not 

only into the church, but the m^D^fy, upon a dain€ in privily to 
11.4 general apprehension of their piSty, without »py ?**«•** 
being suffi< iently infortued of their principles 
and tempers; who had before slipped ttmortg; they might bring us 
us at Antioch, to spy ovt zx\A make their ilUna- into bondage, 
lured remarks upon owr Hheriy\ uhkh we hwve 
in Christ Jesus with regard to these things,. 
that by imposing on the church there, which 
consisted chiefly of Gentile converts, they yttighi 
find means to bring us into a servile hondfxge 
to the law of Moses, by urging the necessity 
of submitting to the grievous and painful yoke 
^of its ceremonies: To whoniy whatever court 5 to xvhom ue 
some thought proper to make to them, orvfbat- gave place by sub- 
ever personal condescensions eV^efl I 'wy'»clf 
might sometimes yield to, (1 Cor. ix. 19 , 20,) of the gospel might 
xve did not either at Antioch, or at Jerusalem, continue with yon, 
give place by any compliance or subjection to 
their insolent demands for so much as an hour; 
but always entered our open protest against 
their prinriplcs, that the (ruth of the gospel might 
continue with you^ and you might rest assured, 
by all the proofs we ronld give, that the Chris- 
tian religion was sufficient for justification and 
salvation, without the super-addition of the Jew- 
ish rituals. 

6 This was my conduct ab Jerusalem on this c But of tj,oj,c 
grand occasion, nor was it upon’ the whole who seemed to be 
approved by those of .my brethren for wWbm 
I had l!ie greatest But even of those 

who indeed appearea to be the most consider- i 
able and of the greatest note aud epiinence,® 
however .somp would set them up abpve 'me, 

ftfcnw />/■ lit' false helftfen.^ 1 koow who w^rt'of'ftal note and reputation : 
>u»thow fkr so late a writer as Epiphaoius and is ttoeuclidllDculty iiithe con- 
is to be credited in affirming (as he does struction bf re, as that there should a 
llfiftr. xxviii.) i^at Cerinihus the heretic necessity of scroplyin^' uny thing to com- 
iiiFiste 4 ibsohilely on the Jewish obsery- pleie the seasr, or of supposing an eliip- 
ancKS, and having raised up several sis of the article oi at the beginning of 

into a most violent opposition againl^^.' the verse, which, instead j)f rf'movlng a 
Peter, ^on bis first going to the Ocotiles • difficulty, would only invclve the con- 
■ .(Acts xi. 2, 3 ,) contended afterwards at struction, which is obvious enough as it 
Antioch and Jerusalem for the necessity stands, if the parenthesis be rightly plan, 
of circumcision, (Acts xv. 1, 5 .) * cd, so as only to include (Oitd accepteth 

S hiU of those Tcho appeared to he const- no man's pi'tson sj and without ,»ny sup- 
derahi*,] The apostle had before declared pleinent or transposition, the sensd'. ♦hr 
what was his conduct with respect to the whole verso is easy.— 'And as there is i* 
false bictjicii, and now proceed* to those doubt but oIJoKwv'lf-: in this verse, as wci: 



The other Geiitileti S$ ; 


soBicwbit^ (wh^Uo. as having conversed with Christ here on eartAi 
\ waketh7oSiM« beea apostles long before me, I raqst 
me: Oofl. i^H^epuith that .v^j^soevor adv^iUge they had; or 
no pmon:) how gi*eat wvfr they foj'merly were as to any 
Jr Tr pi'ivdeges, it ynakes no difference a.v to 

confel-enciradded^ wt', npr does at all affect my character, or set 
thin^tome. 0)6 upon this account beneath them as to in 

kiiowledge in 4be gospel, (since Gody who c; ' 
led me as well as Uiem to the apostleslup, 
cepteih no man^s person^ so as out of partial fa- 
vour to constitute him supreme in his church, 
and lord of his brethren, but .employs whom he 
will to be apostles, and qualifies them for it in 
what way he pleases ; as it is manifest he hath 
dona with reference to me,) for thdiy who u'ere 
i^'gns^tebt note and reputation, when I eiigag- 
conference with them, added nothing fur- 
'ther to nor were capable of informiiio me . 
of any thing which I had not before fully learn- 
7 Rntcontroriwise, ed bj’ immediate revelation from Christ. Bull 
when they saw that 0 ji (he Contrary y far from pretending to give me 
circnmasiou‘^'''wIs instructions, or to invest me with any 

commitiM unto tno, new powers, they recognized my full title to 
ns the fro.spei of the, the apostleship in all its extent; and plainly 

nagement and direction of the gospel of the un^ 
circimcision, or of the mission to the Gentiles, 
as Peter was [with that^ which was especially 
8 (For he that directed to those if the circumcision ; f For in- g 
rnTe^tortolhfapo.- was Very apparent, that Ac wAo wrought 

tic-ship of the oir- Ok fiectmUy in qualify him for the 

cumcmion, the same apostlesilip (f the circb^Uiony Wrought effectu-- 
towards^^'the **c;eu- same "miraculous powers and 

tiles :)^ ' enllowments in mey to fit me for my mission to 

•j And when .James, the Gentilss ;) My worthy associates in this<^ 
who'T^m"d sieeingthis, and knowing the grace 

pillars, perceivad the to wc, jmd how renjayMbly I 

grace that wj|ii g:tven Was furnished for the great work in which I 
bnto me, they gave engaged by the extraordinary favour I had 
• n:ceived from Christ, Jamesy and ^Cephasy and 

as in ver. C and 9, is to b« understood ofr!^'^ftiil had onJy spoke of them as those 


S?CT» 

ui; 


Oal . 
IL(L. 


those whii roollv were m**n of note and 
eminence, .ind docs indeed refer to the 
apostles ihera'seKe^, (who are csprcbsly 
named in \er. 9.) however it may be a 
lite>'d translate til, it <‘arrics in it to an 
J'liglish ear, (as Mr Lock*- observes,) loo 
diminishing a sense, to render it as ifSt. 


who seemed to be somevihat^ and who 9eem^ 
ed to be pillars. 1 have therefore render^^d 
it as expressive *of the character of those 
who indeed appeared to be cunsiderahlef and 
wfere confessedly of the Jirst , rank, and 
pillars of the church. 
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And approved qf nii predchtn^ to Ihm. 


SECT. Ably who appeared lo be^ and were indeed, the iaS^arnaba^ 
pm<irs of tlic church, on which that at Jerusa- 
Jem especially rested, as the great ornament should ^ unto the 
JL 9. ^ind support of it under Christ, and on whose ht’ath^ni and they 
pious labours and wise conduct so inucb.of the circumci- 

intcrest of the gospel in general depended, wil- 
lingly guva to me and liarmabas my companion, ' 
ihfi nglit-hamhy in token rf reviving us into 
i'uW/eU'f'wdip apostleship with them; that 
ree [might «•(?] and preach, as we had done be- 
fore, to the (knlilesy wherever it should please 
the great Head of^ltc church to direct us, and 
that thejj for the present would continue their 
etulcavours to promole.Cbristianity among those 
of Me drcumcisionp till the whole harvest of iht*. 

Jews in those parts should be gathered in : 

10 Onh) [they propoeed] that we should be miirdful Only Mrv n'Ohld 
of the poor Christians in Judea, so as to make ^honia rc- 

collections in their favour, as we proceeded in the same which i ai- 
our progress through the Gentile clitirches; "asj forward to do 
zvhich very thing I also of my own accord u:as 
forward to do uith all the diligence I could from 
the sincere ailcction I had for them, and the 
concern,! had for their encouragement and snp-« 

^ port under the frequent siitferipgs they endured 
from their oppressive and rapacious enemies. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Warm and eager as the temper of St. Paul naturally was, 
> . it must certainly give us great pleasure to obsojiTc in how pru- 

y«rie dc*nt and steady a manner he conducted himtifeif when once en- 
5.3 — 3 oagcd in t!)e sacred wo|ffct)f the Christian ministry and apostle- 
- ship. Wich what integrity and resolution did he behave on the 
one hand, that he would not givc place for an hour to the ibise 
brethren, who had slipped in am^g iiis converts to spy out 
2aud subvert their liberty ? Am) :n dtbe with what cau- 
tion that be. mi.;ht not frustrate the of his own mi- 

nistry, by carrying that which was- in general fhc cause of triitli, 
. - of liberty, and justice, to an excess ? Thus als(» let us act, hold- 

^'.Thcff for the prP!»ci)t Hoiild coniimi^* jie are assured tliat those of the .iposfh' 
&:c.] i express it with this caution, be^h^Paul were not coiittiicdl to tlic-iiiK ik'uiii- 
rausc there IS no reason to believe that oi<ed Gentiles; for we often^^iiMl him 
the JabonTs of Peter, James, and John, ptearhiug lo the Jew},,aiKl imUed, 
were eiuiroly appropriated to those ot ever ho came, ho piopuseil the josjiel m 
the cireuoiciifiou^ as, on the other bund, the tir^t place ^ 
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ing the^. truth in love andiin prudence, and labouring to. do/all sect;. 
the good vrc can with as little offence as possible. \ ui. 

While we. are contending iJlSpir' the liberty of Christians, against 
the imposition of things whi^h at:jbest are indifferent, we may 'I 
possibly be obliged to dispute the point with some who are per- 
sons 'ol' worth and eminence; but God accepteth no man’s per- Ver. 
sou. We may give them all the honour that is due to their wis- ^ 

dom, their piety, and their itoion, without yielding up what * 

oui.;lu to be dearer to us than any human approbation or friend- 
hliij), the dictates of our conscience as in the sight of God. 

• J\‘r.‘>()Ms of true steadiness and candour, such as deserve to be . 

esteemed pillars of the church, will not suffer themselves to Ije7— ^9;,^ 
so borne down by popular prejudices as to disown their brethren, 
whc^in God hath honoured with the ministry as well as them- 
selves, because they excrcijje it in some diversity of forms ; but 
will be willing (so far rs they can) to give them, the right-hand 
of fellowship, “arid will perhaps wish to be able to do it more en- 
tirely and openly than some human constitutions will admit. 

In this however may we all agree, after the (‘xaniple of this 
blessed apostle, ever to do what we can to promote mutual 
charity among different denominations of Christia\)s; to be ex- 10 
prcjssed by a readiness to bear one another’s burdens, and to af- 
ford liberal relief as Providence gives opportunity. And we 
shall find, that as a disunion of hearts adds wciglit to the lea.^t 
cause of (livisioij, so fervent and uiifeigned love,, will by rnuiual 
condoscension and indulgence heal the breach, or happily pre- 
vent its most fatal consequences. 


SKCT, IV. 

'rhe aposUe gives a?i account of his oppi^ing Peter pnhlkhf at 
Antioch^ and standing up in defence of the liberty of the church 
from Jeicish impositions. Gal. II. II, to the end. 




Cir. ir. 1 1. 


'• GALATIANSJI. 11. 

jyvr* vhVi*/?ett-r T been telling; ^ou how entirely I 

was come to An- ^ agrecfl witli the chief apostles of the cir- iv. 

cumcision, in the interview which I had with 
tlicun at Jerusalem, wlien that decree was made 
in favour of the i®n verted Gentiles, by which 
they were declai*fed free from any obligation 
' to observe the rituals of the Mosaic law.* But 

when Peter xvas come to Aniiochy^ after Barna- 


SECTi 




^ \ hi^n Fftcr v:n\ amv in Aul'och.\ It \ ol \I. p. 49,) tl}at Father Harduin 
'v a jubt rcm.iiU of Moiw. Saurm (Serm. bccms to have been solicitous to iricrease 
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Peter's dissmulathn]toryi:uT <^ihe Jem. 

baL and I were returned thitber (Acts xv. 30,) * wthstoo4 

I ppposed him (o (be facet because itidecd'Ae clrnsri* ww'to'u 
-jias so far left to his own spirit, ^ to behave blamed, 
in such a manner, that he vsiy ntnich deserved 
to be blamed. For before some Jewish itealots, 12 For before that 
who were strict in the observation of those ri- 
tuals, cavie from thje apostle James who was with the Gentiles: 
tlien at Jerusalem, he did upon all occasions eat but when they uere 
and converse freely 'with the Gentiles there, I*" 
who had embraced the gospel and had not sub- self, fearint,^ them 
mitted to circumcision; but when they whidi were of the 
. covie^ he withdrew from that freedom of con- <^»rcumcisioii. 
verse, and separated himself from them, as if 
lie had thought them unclean, though the Lord 
had so expressly taught him t)ie contrary , (sec 
Acts X. 28 ;) and this he did, not frpjp any 
change in his sentiments and apprehension 
thingsS, but purely as fearing them of the cir*-, 
emnemon^ and being unwilling to 'displease 
them,* thinking their censures of much greater 
importance than they rially were. 

13 Jnd I thought it the more necessary to take 13 And tbc other 
public notice of it, as the other converted Jexesy JewsdissembieUlike. 

who had before used the like freedom, (//we^w-.^much that Bama- 
hied tlieir true sentiments aiso^ by a weak con* has also was carried 
formity a;/M hiiii in this scrupulous 
rlieir brethren; so that even Barnabas too, 
though so honest and worthy a man, and one of 
tlic messengers who had passed with mc,j^c- 
tween Antioch and Jerusalem, and beeiitac- 
linowledged there zk an apostle of the Gentjrfes, 
was liii '.self in soine/i^i^re carried away with 
their dusimulation ; ^hfeh c’ould not but give 
great grief and offence to the Gentile Chris- 14 But wheni sati? 
tians, who had been so particularly committed i^at they wa!ke/ni!t 
J l'to bis care as well ai, mine. saw uprij^htiy, accordini; 

that they did not in affair trutii of tiie 

iurordingtntbetrufh^mdde^x^nof'fhega^ s<«pe, ,sji unto 

which indeed taught the contrary, I said 


fStlSr * bef Jre 
to all,— 


tfum 


the niimber of hi.<; chimeras as niaf#iU denied ittobr Peter the npostle who uas 
possible, (and more I never jnet ' here spoken of, and interpreted it of 

any learned author than in him,)‘fty ’ another Cephas, whom the J,^m*tn«dod to 
adoptiw^ the pious frauds of somo of the be one of the Sevci'^y : an h'. ms as 
ancient', jn ho, to defend themselves from unnecessary as it is improbable. Sve 
Porpliyry’s objection against Christianity IJard. Dis^. in lo<‘. 
fruiU) thjk error in the conduct of Peter, 
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nu- SKCT. 
IV. 


Paul the UWty pf^th^ Gentiles. 

Peter in the presence of [the^ii] when 
luerous assembly was met together. « 

—If thoii being'a I must,spe^k to thec, Peter, with the freedom 
Jew, liyest after the of a Christian b.ra,l^er and fellow-apostle, on a 
aTnot a? do particular of thy conduct which hath given pub- 
jL*ws,‘wfiy( ompeiiest lic olfcnce : let me then ask thee, Ifthoii^ being 
thou the ^entiles to a Jcxi>^ and having been brought by circiimci. 

I VC as do the Jews ? under the strongest engagements to fulfil 
the whole law, livest frequently (as we have 
many of us seen) after the manner of the Gen- 
tiles^ and not as do the Jews^ making no scruple 
to converse freely with the Gentiles without con- 
forming to the ceremonial customs of the Jews; 
•why dost thou now, by a change in thy conduct, 
as it j^fere compel the Gentiles to live as do the 
Jewsf Is it not at legist as lawful for them to 
.negl^qt the Jewish observances asjt was for thee 
m Wc wftd are to do it but a few days ago? IVe [zeAo] are bi/iS 
J<»ws by nature, and that is, by birth and education, Jews, 

^ so eutiilod to many peculiar.privilegcs,*’ and 

who are 7iot unclean, profligate, and abandoned 
• sinners of the Gentiles ihyx walk in idolatry and 
lo Knowinsr that all kinds of w'ickcdness; We, I say, knowingly 
ftmari isnot juitittcd gvvn hearts, and having l)een eficctually 

^ is 7ipt justified bjj the 
of Jesus ciiii>i, even xcorks oj the Mosaic la’W, but only by the faith 
of Jesus Christ, and cannot be accc|)ted in tlie 
sight of God but by cordially and truly believ- 
ing in hull ; even we ourselves have taken refuge 
liere, and, giving up all confidence in tiic law 


Oal. ; 
II. 1^' 


•> / sfii(/ loTrlfrin the presence ofl^thcni] been CAtripd OD, the contention of those 
uH. ] Had thib boon mattf r only oi private twogriat iitanagers would probably have 
o to bo sun* I'aul would have known been an uccasioii of discoverinp it.— 'I'hat 
liut duty re<]uirod hitn to expostulate no objection ai^.iiust the auLhority of 
with rvXnT pTivalcly upon it before he had Peter, as an apoblle and inspired writer, 
brought it before hucli an But ti' can be derived from. this <ii^pute, will 

:h i» was a pubic alJ'air, in wbich great follow ob Ibc priueiples laid down iii our 
ijituibers were so sensibly 4^cctcd, this ».siy on Inapira'i. n at the clu^ of X'o!. 
method wa'. most proper. Probably this fll. See also note*', on A»ts xv. 7, Vol. 111. 
haj)|>onod after public worship aud it p. 2‘2l. 

would sociii the loss surpiisiii'a;:, consider^ ^ fie who are by rlatuie JewSj &c.] 
inj; the oonfcreucos which used to beheld ZWr. L’Knfant thinks Paul speaks of him- 
111 the Jewish byiiagO{;;ues before the as- ';ie(f.in the plural number, and rests the 
svmbly was broke up ; of which many • fi^tter on his own practice: but tome 
instances ^^lll ocnir to tbu'^c excellent it appears enudent he meant tQ include 
persons in icrmany and the ncijrhhuuriiig the Jewish believers in general, audio 
n gions, > ho arc engaged in a iuissionto argue from the virtnal confc sion they 
the .lews, which may Divin*' gid< e sue- had all m.idc of the iiisuflicicncy of fhcir 
ceed I- ft is a \ cry j ust <,hscr\ ation oc own obedience to the law, if considered 
Mr. '.'tfery hoic, that had any iturxistui'e as a ground of jiisiitkatiou. 

VOI,. V. c 



30 j A’omc cart be justified by the tcorks of the law. 

.‘•FcT. foij'jdstilication, have believed in Jesux Christ ''“'’e kelieved in 
to this great inirpose, that u’e might thus by 

ttfied, as I haul belore, hy the faith of Chnsij the faith of ( hiUt, 
II* ir works of tlieiaw: this is the me- and not by the wt>rks 

tljod we that are Jews have taken, as being tho- 

, , , •111* III works of the I.1W ^hall 

roiigJily made sensildc thjit it was absolutely ne- no ikih be justified. 

cessciry wc should do so; whert'forc it niiis" be 
evident that no flesh living, whether ho be Jew 
or Gentile, shall or can he jus' [fit d by the works 
of the Lrjjy since none capable of fully an- 
swerine, its demands, or can pr*iend to have 
paid an universal atid unerring obedi(?nce to it. 

Judge then how absurd it woind be to urge those 
• who never were, likens under such obligations 
do the law, to come under them, when we our- 
selves have been obliged to give up our .expec- 
tations from hence, and to have recourse to some- 
17 thing so much higher and nobler But^ after 17 nut if while we 
all, if seeking to be justified by ChrUt^xve our- 
selves also are found sinners^ if we are stil* in an J' fo?md. 

nnpardoned state under the guilt and power of sinu-rs., i> .th. refore 
sin, and notwit hstandingall that Christ ha's done, tiRMnimstcrof 
his gospel and grace be not sufficient to justify ® ‘ * . 

us, unless there be something snoeradded to it 
by the law of Moses, what [/.v] Christ then the 
minister ofsin^ and not of justification ? Must . 
it not follow that he is so, if he bath introdiiec^d 
an impciTect dispensation, which wiU not suffi- 
ciently ensure the happiness of those that follow 
it ? Yea, doth he not indeed teach sin, if, justifi- 
cation cannot be obtained without the law, in 
leaching men to renounce all dependence upon 
it, as it is certain by his g-\spd he doth ? But 
God forbid that any thing should ever he insinu- 
ated so much to the disbonoi^, of God £ 1 ikI of 
our glorious Redeeneier! 

' ^ Thus! addressed thyself to Peter on this j^ub- is For if i build 
lie occasion, and shewed that the observance of 
die ceremonial law was not to be imposed on make m>scif 
Christiaifs. Now if I build again the (kings gressor. 
which 1 then destroi/ed, andjlftsist (assume would 
cbarjje me) on the necessity of the works id’ the 
law for justification, I in effect condemn what I 
then did, and, setting up the very principles 
wliich I opposed, J acknowledge myself xo have 
been a transgressor in attempting to pull them 



^ ' ..if’, ' ,-4f - / , 

lieivg dead to the late, he lived hy faith ; 


( 
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clown:** but I am so far from actings such aiv in- sect. 
p consistent part, that I declare myself entirely in iv:. 
the same sentiiiieuts which I then publicly pro-' 

19 For I through fessed. For though I was once so zealous a 
‘j'Rot fw ‘I'e rights of the law, yet now, upon 
Uve unto (Joii. the w hole, 1 t/irou^fi the law am dead to the law; 

the more I consider its nature and tenor, the 


more I am convinced that it is absolutely im- 
povsiblf titat I or any man living should he jus- ^ 
tifiecl by it, and therefore 1 give up all such ex- 
pectations: and yet the effect of it is, not my 
being a lawless licentious creature, but quite the 
contrary ; it is, that I might live to God in a state 
of favour and acceptance with him, animated by 
nobler views and hopes than the hiw could give, 

' and therefore engaged to a more generous, sub- 
^ IjitieJ and extensive obedience than it was ca- 
se I .im crucified pable of ))roducing. For lam crucified wiih^O 
with Christ, anti have such a sense of bis djing love 

noil7»uUhrl\hI- *"y excellency of that 

eth ill nic: and the n ciliod of justification and salvation which he 
liFo wi.ii ii I now live hath accomplished on the cross, that I am in con- 
the^^ilh^nf \hi'’slm ol it dead to all the allurements of the 

■ “ world, and to all views of obtaining righteous- 

ness and life by the law: nevertheless, J live a 
new and spiritual life, in a conformity to the 
uili of (jod, and feel the comforts of it in rny 
heart ; j/c*, to speak properly, it is not / that live, 
no£:'X ni\ former ot\.iiiy present self, by any 
strCugtfi or ppwer of my own, but It s Christ 
that” by the energy of biji word and Spirii livetk 
in mcn and concinuully iiitluences and (]uickcna 
iny soni in evi-ry good action and affl ci : and 
the lijc which I iiozv live in thejiv.^h, wOne siir- * 
vounaed with the snares arid sor^A^s ol moriali- 


arh}n'ulrd.'C a Irans ’.css r ] 

Mr. T ’ rn!\ini *p*'m.'s .o ■ 'nsirler this ' . ist* 
.»■! a ul‘ i .n.! h s’,>{ ci;h at/n- 

!!(’ would KMi lcr a *1 •^.iintcT it 
til.''.: t hi ili.j » oiiin-i V , ‘ii) t.ii ar*. ve 

“ ii'.m hriu.cr wt'.vfV i/'n/ym by lu’mrcnng 
“ /'tOiJu,iiio‘r\s' l!ie lli.it, if wutaiiidit 
tin* 111 f i‘s i,v tf if> w-'ik*', wt* 'ihuuld 
I'nohtv I in biiddirig .iga.ii the 

“ ihf;;>. tji.it uc ;ne ilestroycd.^' Hut 
if ihi'i i:ir ipif-ta.n»u was ti^ b<* iidniitled, 
ve shii* ,il not viily iind I hard to clear 
or.' the argument, but oiuslyl think, -stip- 
^josu the following: verses likewise a part 


of the '■’prerh to Pi U'l ; hn [| would rnaUp 
them luuch l« Si> peril iviit and uaUiral 
.hail if we s»T)i} 0''C ihi'iii Iho i» crtlowinjj*: 
ot PauPs devout h<arr in addre'-Mii-r the 
Ualatiaus.— llis ppeevh to Petiu rather 
sioms to haw gone no farther th.'n the 
.'‘foregoinu verse, and yno isotten used with 
sueli a latitude that we iiinv t.ike it in 
the bpgiuiiin.i'rf ibis vei«i( to simufy A'o©, 

' and so con^iider Paul as shewing here, 
that what.soever sonic insinuated to his 
pnjtidice, there was no inconsistency in 
hik> doctrine and practice with wfhat he 
bad then so openly declared. 



32 .1 And did no/ /rust rale the grace of God. 

SECT, iyjl Ike in the continual exercise of tf»at faith 
»v. iwhich r/.v] established in and centered upon the ”'if 
perloct righteousness oj the ^on qf God; on 
lM*o alone it is that I depend for justification, 

and am daily deriving new influences from him, 
by realizing and aflc*ctionate views of that gra- 
cious ai]d condescending Saviour, xrho loved nie^ 
and that to stich an astonishing degree, that he 
. delivered himself up to torments and death for 
w<?, that he miglit procure my redemption and 
salvation. 


21 So that yon see upon the whole, when you 2i i tlu noi fmv- 
consider ail the tenor of my conduct, as well as 
niy conference with Peter at Antioch, that / do omnes:* co'ue hy thr 
wo/, like many others, /W/5/raV the grace of God la», tiim chribt 
in Christ, and render void that method of salva-^ 
tion which the gospel hath revealed, which a 
behaviour like that which I ref>roved, if pursu- 


ed into all its consequences, must appear to do; 
for if righteousness [amie] by the law, and that 


made a sufficient provision for our l)e.ng justi- 
fied and accepted in the sight of (iod, Mer7^ there 


was no necessity of the grace of God in giving 
his Son for us, and Christ is dead in vavi^ since^ 
he died to redeem us from the curse of the law, 


as being utterly hopeless and irrecoverable by 
that dispensation alone. 


IMPROVEMENT...;/' 

I r is a most generous and worthy spiflj 'that was shewn by 
\er, 11 . the apostle Paul on this occasion, in his being so ready to stand 
up for Christian liberty and to reprove even Peter himself, 
though so honoured and beloved a brother, when he acted a 
cowardly and inconsistent part. . He did not meanly censure him 
to others, and endeavour by private inshniations to lessen his 
j |.charactei , but by ^js openly rebuking him he shewed himself a 
sincere friend, andtpok the most dlFcctiml method to prevent the 
ill consequences of his dissimulation, and at the same time to re- 
cover his brother to a more worthy and consistent conduct. 

12, Ho\^iittIe there is in albthts passage that looks like any pcni- 
SC ^cy.liar aiijthority assumed on riie part of St. Peter, or acknowledged 
l)y ot. Paul, every unprejudiced reader will easily of erve: and 
perhaps God might suffer this great apostle of the ci\ciimtision 
thus to fall, and to be thus corrected by the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, the more effectually to discountenance those arrogant and 
groilndloss claims of the pretended successors of St. Peter to su- 



Jiejtcctmi^, m ieaLpr vnrmm liberty. - 33 

premacy and infallibility, which have; introduced so much confu- sect,^ 
sion add infamy into the church. ^ ir. 

We w^y witll rejoice in the review of a passage which 
strongly asserts Christian liberty on the one hand, and exemplifies 
the very life of Christian grace on the other. I.et it ever be r^.;- 
laiiK'd iji our memories, that we areJusUfied hy thi\faith of C’/ir/.?/, Ver, is 
and not by the -juarks if the law ; and may our conduct be agree- 
able to ilie doctrine we profess, giving up all expectations incon- 
sistent with rliis decision, yet ever .remembering that C/m)it is n 
not the ministir (f sin. Let faith in him engage u», whilst dmd 
• to the law ii> a covenant of works, to be obMcrvant of it as a rnie !9 ■ 
of life, and so to live to God as those who are still under a hnv 
to (7irfst (1 Cor.^x. 21); and, animated by the intluences of his 
grai'c, may onr souls feel more and more of the efficacy of his * 
(lear‘j, who loved ns and gave himself for ns. 

Strongly indeed will the affecting consideration of the death of-0 
Christ impress our hearts, wlum we are conscious of our interest 
and concern in it/ May the impression last through life; and 
may we lemt'rubcr that we are not merely to make one solemn 
adriress to our adorable Redeemer, committing by an act of faith 
our souls into his hands; hut that our faith is daily to be renew- 
ing its views of him, that so the life which we Yiow live in the 
flesh, in the midst of so many vanities and dangers, may hi* con- 
ducted by the continual mHuencc of tliis principle. May wc 
therefore" daily regard him as our Instructor and Governor, oijr 
Atonoiiienl and Intercessor, our Example and Strength, our 
Guardian and. Forerunner : and, in proportion fo the degree in 21 
which such vi(*vv-. as these prevail, the grace of God, instead of 
being frustrated, will be the more admired and esteemed ; and as 
it was impossible that righteousness should be attainahie by the 
law, it will appear Cbnisi hath not died in vain, but that his death 
was necessary to procure our justification', and is the only sure 
foundation of our faith and hope. 


SECT. V. 

The apostle reproves the Galatians for (hair instabililij with re- 
gard to the important doctrine ffjustifkalion by faith ; which 
he farther confirms from the instance of Abraham^ who was 
thnsjusfifitdy and in whose blessing we share^ through the re* 
demption Christ has wrought oyhfot us. Gal. III. I — 14. 

, GALATIANS III. 1 . 

() FOO»<fsH Ga- 'THESE are the real sentiments of nay hrart 
which I- have now laid before you, and you 
were formerly taught them at large. lJut 0 ye 
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Tlie Galatians reproved/or riot obeying the truth. 

tfwughlkss Galatians, after all the instructions ‘if”', wi"* haUi be- 
1 l.ah'c given you, how little do they prevail in tb‘ 

your breasts r May 1 not even ask you, who naih trnth, before whose 
by some fallacious fatal charm enchanted Jesus Chn;*t 

and as it were dazzled the eyes of your mind **‘*J^^» ‘ 

withthe vain ulitteritvj;s or sophistry and delusive among you i 
iiris ol' evasion, that you should not go on to 
obey the truth so solemnly inculcated upon yon; 
even you, hrfore whose eyes JvsU'i Christ cruci- 
fu'd hath bci u so nidently set forth and strongly 
delineated among you'\ in the most aft'cctionate 
representations of liis word and ordinances? 

One would liave imagined these lively view? 
should for ever have secured your fidelity to him, 
and iiave fortified your hearts against every in-* 
simiation iniuiions to the honour of his ^ross. . 
lint inetliinks c\en now the matter might be 2 This t*niy would 
broiiiiht to a sliort issue: and to this purpose^ Ilcam of vem, ftc- 
thi‘r(‘ is this onbt I would learn of you. Did ye 
recene the Spu it in its extraordinary operations or bv ihc iic.u 
in aiul upon yon, hy a regard iothe leorks of the mg of faith > 
jVlo aic or any other law on which you 
nrght depend for justification as a matter of 
le al ehiirn r or weiv you made partakers of it hy 
the luaviiig 0 } the gospel, proposing the method 
of justificadon hy faith in the righteousness and 
grace of the Redeemer*^? If any of the new 
ti’achers that are come among you can work 
siicli miracles in proof of theii* tenets, and con- 
fer li gifts on their follower^, you wilj.be 


a /? /.j /'.iiM cnc/i.infiul ifouf] 1 know 
.Hiiiii*' • Id ix’iidtr fV.b hath 

rnvir » ur h'lJ'pineSA f I»ut a.s tiic J'.’ui'sh 
;:talois co iSi iiot'bave any ftOrist* of the 
luq>piuo>s . f those Cbrisitnrio they end<a- 
todi^i'irb, ii is not, 1 think, ko 
nat: lul lo p 'l l' iht.ir to our y ; 

a. d V (.•> well h . nvn the «0jn{t«|so signifies 
w < ru hunt. 1 1 j>T rong I y eJtpre^es the w «- 

tvast.ihihU t tn: their minds Tiiid taken, SO 
that line \vo^\t(l iuia^'ine thr*y had been 
d'^'piu'd of tht' u'g^ular me even of tb^^tr, 
nat.t,, j| farull'Ci,. ‘ ' 

•’ iic/orr whose eij^sJesrts Ch'ist cruci^e^^' 
he. J is no room to object that fbis 

is merely an iDfiumenl to Ike ptissioms for 
•Sn proportion to theaifccting sense they 
bad ef the love of Christ in submitting to 
fruoilixiun fer them, would bo the ra- 
;io«al *onso of the obligations they were 


under to him, to preserve hi«! gospt \ pui r , 
and hi.s church free and happy. 

•5 D'd i/r receive the Spnil hy the le-'tfs 
of the lou.\ vr by the hearing faith 
There Is no doubt but that it was on 

their, Cbrisi'inns tliat they r,-^ 

cei^'ed'Sthe Spirit; and theiefurc tliat it 
coul4 he ascribed to the law which 
Ibe^ were strangers to till afterwards, but 
must bcowirig to that fattk in whii h they 
were instru' ted by thf; gosjH-l on their 
embracing ('ll “i&tiaiiity, Noroan it just- 
ly be object! d that they still retained the 
Cbrislianity by which the Spliit was re- 
ceived ; for they were no\v perverted to 
a dilfcrent system by their n w trachcis, 
and that which Paul iiad prca\^edat first 
among them, when they rec 'i\ed the 
Spirit, was a Chribtianity of .hichJu- 
daism made no part. 



The Spirit was gjven^^i ^ the 
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iish?^ha^n excusable in hearkening to tbena than in 

in the Spfritf are*""” P*‘<^sent circumstances you can possibly be. 
now made perfect b/jr Bui are you indeed so inconsidei'ate as to need 
the flesh > being reminded in this manner ? Where is the 

benetit you can propose by turning to the law? 
llavirtif begun in the Spirit y having known the 
spirituality, power, and energy 6f the glorirms 
gospel, are ye ncru) seeking to be made perjert by 
thejlesk ? or have you any expectation of attain- 
ing to a superior degree of perfection and ex* 
celleney, by a subinissjon to those carnal ordi- 
nances of the law which at first view appear to be 
so much beneath it, and to be altogether iiisuf- 
4 ira\c ye suffered fioient for it ^ If you are tempted to so great a 4 
vLnT?f in remind you of the diflieulties 

vain- / you have already borne for Christianity; many 

. ; fpf^ which have been brought u|>on yon by the 
\ ' instigation of the Jews, whose hatred is so vio- 
lent against it. Say t.hen, iny brethren, have ye 
suffered so many things in vain Will yon give 
up the benefit of all these suiFdrings, and lose, 
in a great measure at least, the reward of them, 
by relinquishing what is so material in that^ 
scheme of doctrine you have been suffering for? 

• Shall all that you have endured be thus in vain ? 
indeed [// be\ yet in vaniy wliich I am wil- 
ling to ho[*e it is not entirely, and that however 
your principles may have been shaken, yet God 
will not permit them tb be quite overthrown. 

. ri(j thoreforo that 1 know that jour favourite teachers havey 
many arts of address with which they endeavour 
to soothe you, and to conciliate your regards to 
themselves, while they would alienate them from 
> me; but when you come to the npst solid and ' 
authentic proo^ of a Divine mission, have you 


^ Have ye suffered so many thmgs in the gospel also, that as much per- 
zaia ?] Should it be said^‘ that, notwith- secution onij^Ht be declined by adniittiiiic 
“ standing the Galatians were for adding' this mixturt? of Judaism, there was rca- 
“ the observation of the law to the gos- son to fear that it was a regard to their 
** pel, it would not iiece'^sarily destroy »,owo present ease and convenience that 
** tbcir hopes as Christians, nor deprive "led them to it, (compare chap. v. II, and 
** tht iii of tht> I c ward of that courage they vL 12 j ; which was in a manner cancel- 
« had hitli* to shewn in its <lefcnce;” Htig the good efiect of their former reso- 
yot it mus allowed that some degree lution; and indeed any thing that look- 
of their reward might be lost, as it might ed like a sinful temporizing in tiiosewho 
dtTogaty^i^roni their future iflory, to have had before been confessors for the troth, 
been ib'ough inconsideratioii, and pre- might occasion peculiar scandal, and ep- 
indices rashly ad in itled, accessary to the danger many more, 
eorruption and consequent obstruction of 



3(5 


\ 


Abraham zoas juslified' by faith. 


»r.cT. not seen tlicm wrought among j’ou, in confirm- ministereth to you 
V. ..ion of tl,« do<;„|„o I Jolivorod .o you? 

* therefore that niinis/ereui to you an extraomi- yod, doeih he it by 
nary supply of the Spirit by the laying on of his the works of the law, 
hands, and tliat workeih other evident and un- 
oontroulcd inivaclf^s among you, ^ [doefh he bj/ 
the u'orls of the lau^ and in virtue of any cona- 
inission he liad received from God to inculcate 
the observation of the Mosaic precepts? or is it 
by the hearing of faith that he docihit? Is it not 
ovidiMitly by that gospel (ihich yon liavc heard 
ine preach, and which exhorts you to seek jus- 
tification and salvation hy faith? And wdll you 
then forsake a doctrine which has been so sig- . • 
nally attested, and exchange it for one, tlic 
teachers of wliich have no such attestations to . ’ 
produce? •; ‘ 

G And this method which the gos])eI proposetK 
is agreeable to the example whicli you have in 
the great lather of the faithful: for even as you cd to himfor ngiit*'- 
read o\' A bra ham (Gen. xv. G.) long before he ousuchs. 
was circumcised, that he believed God, relying 
un the promise that he had made him, and it 
was imputed to him for righteousftess G it was 
set down to his account, as an evidence of his 
7 being a righteous person: Kmrje ije therefore, 7Know>c ihrrc- 
ancl infer from hence, that as faith was the 
brightest part of the character of this ilIn<^trious 
patriarch, so all the]/ xi^ho [are] of faith, all tliat Abraii:un. 
have the same principle working in their heafts, 
and engaging them t^ receive the gospeUdispeh- 
sation, tke same are, and shew themselves l)y a 
like dI^position to he, (he children f raham, 
and may expect to inherit the same^ l>lessing.s 
with him, as by embracing the gospel they ma- 
nifest the same prri}cJpJe and t. niper, 

S .'Jnd again, the H0ty: Spirit, by whose insfii- s And thft strip- 
ration the faipture \V‘as wriftch, that 3'"fusX‘ 

Goa would justify the when he shtJliild tie ttlfethen through 

call thet^by liis grace, in tfie ^^riie manner as 
hejustilWH Abraham, only thro&gh faith, did 


* Worletk miracles awonjr yoJi,'\ Jt is a 
just and important observation of Mr. 
Baxter here, that it was a great display 


and lliosp who wrre aff>^wards in 
some d<‘jiior alienated from tW m ; that 
future ag( s inijihl be convinced of the 


of Divine Wisdom to siilfer such cvnlen- certuinfy of tlu^o mnncla as matters of 
hons to arise thus early in the church as fact beyond all tiMssibility of contradiC- 
fihould make it necessary for tlie apostles tion. See Oaxtex^'s Practical Workfs, Vol, 
to appeal to the wrought before, II. p, lis. 



The law pmtounce^ W curs^^ of it : f 


ill 


naith, preaciied be- in effect before the' revelation of it to the worltl sF.dt. 

Atafm'nfSriM . 

thee shall all natioifs fiofn hiinself, [sayw^] once and again, (Gen. xn. 
be blessed. 3 ; xviii: IS; xTxii. 18 ) “ i hee shall all nu- \{i^\ 

“ tions of the earth bt bltssed;^^ ^ that is to say, 

By their faith in that gloriotis Person who is to 
descend from thee, all persons whatsoever shall 
be blessed, of whatever nation they be, who 
leam to resemble tljefe in their readiness to re- 
ceive every rnessagfe frorti God with an cmire 
s.) iiipn they submission and obedience. iVo then it appears, 9 
vUi.di i>*j of faiih, that they who are really partakers of the grace 
Ti Ahrah^im!^' of faith', ViT\t \ to be justified by it; they who 

have an unfeigned principle of faith in their 
hearts, and she«i^*it by giving due credit to this 
great irnd indubitable testimony which God hath 
borne to his Son; they arc blessed with htliev- 
AbrahtfVij and sliall inherit the ])roiinscs 
made to him, though they are, as he was when 
lui first received these promises, in a state of 
uncirciimcision. 

I'or as many is Now It is evident that this blessing must 1)0 m 



uc Hint MHiiimieUi latioiis than a legal dispensation could give, arc 

Mt il i ^xvmiiI'mT under a curse, ^ and by every breach of 

jokof iiu law, that law become obnoxious to it. And of this, 
thiMii. with resiiect to the Mosaic Ihw, we liave as ex* 

press a proof as can be ima^ned ; for it is wriu 
ten', vidth regard to all that arc under it (Deut. 
xxvii. 2t'.) Cursed \{s\ every one who con- 
firmelb not all the words of tfiis law, that is, 
‘‘ who continueth not in all things which arc 
written in the book of the tuw, to do tliemy 


ffn thpe shall all noims of the* birth he considf'red «Drt of a person Christ 
!fcAS(d.\ It may p<*rhapsl)c asked"; “ What in fact thbTe would appear reason to 
evidence ibcre .is that this profidii -.believe prnmhe referred lu him, 

meant thd ihiivertiiig Jeifr's add Gen- eVei? separate from the authoriry of the 
tiles to CtifiAfianity, riither than coo-* in asserting it. and how duhtoua 

verting iKe" (Seiitilcs to Judaism, add 'Sofettlir the sense of the oracle mijjht ap^ 
so hle&silig theilfi with a parti cipaiidii pHat till it was illustrated by the eVeijt 
“ of the ^rivilepres originally granted t Are under a n/ne. } Or. Whitby 
«* to the I atural seed of Abraham ?»» But provciS (in his note on ver. 13, > that the 
besides ’ ’bat the apostle afterwards s.aj's law of Adam was attended with a cur^us 
for cb'! ring up this point, it may be an- well as that of Mosas ; and that it the 
swered, thfet the Mosaic a'conomy was so thore general curse which is here intended, 
constifuted, that it never eould be ai: ai^ illub'tratcd by what, Mo..tiS expressed 
universal thing ; and that when it was as the sanction of his in*>titutions. 



. 38 Christ has delivered ns from the citrse of the laxv^ 

SECT. It is thert*forc a perfect, personal, and perpetual 
V. obedicMice to every one of its injunctions, wliicli • 

law requires: and as every man’s conscience ^ 
m*io ^**‘*^^ performed this, 

' he must see the dreadful denunciation levelled 
at himself, and dooming him to death and mi. 

11 And that no man is justifird in the sight of ^ ii Butthatnoma* 

God kj the performance ot'’ the law, or by his of 'S 

’ own obedience to it, [^.9] farther evident from tt u cvuknt: foi, 
. God’s appointment of another way of justihea- Thcjustshall liioby 
tion ; for (as the prophet saith, Ilabak. ii. 4.) 

“ or righteous man, that is, he who 

shall finally be treated by God as such, shall 
\ “ live bj/ faith he shall be justified and sav- 

ed by trusting in the mercy of an almighty 
God throuph Christ, and resting on the, pro- 
mise he hath graciously made of pardon and sal- , 
vation even to sinful creatures, who shall by faith 

12 i^pply bim for righteousness and life. Now it 12 And the law is 
is manifest that the law is not of faith, nor doth 

U allow 01 such a way or justihcaiion ; but puts ^uall live m them, 
it on another and most rigorous footing, insisting 
. . on exact obedience to all its commands, and de- 
tilariug (Lev. xviii. 5.) that the man thatdoeth 
them^ shall live in or by them he who 
perfectly conforms himself to these precepts 
shall have u right, to happiness in consequence 
,of them ; but he that breaks them must bear the 
penalty without any. farther assistance from a 
law which, being in one instance violated, must 
for ever eqiulemn the transgressor. 

13 But ever adored ,be the riches of Divine grace, i;) Christ hath n*- 
ChrLt hath redeemed us who tielieve in his name deemed us from the 

* from the terrible ' of the /aw, and bought 


^ The jti t shall live by ' ’As the which doomed us to eternal iniocnj ; from 

apostle shews in tue next voiww that there Whence it hath been very plausibly in- 
was no obtaining life by tbe'^ toVitbout fbrred that Vnvilatvqf Moses was establish- 
a perfect persunai obedience, /fUfA,wbicti.':ed bn the sanction af future pujiishmenU, 
.iUnas iiere in opposition to it, must :But perhaps it may be solidly answered, 

aify a firm belief of the promise .that the apostle, arguing concerning the 

and acting according to it in a depen- law of God tn genet the breach of uhich 
deoce upon Christ for righteousness ; did certainly render obnoxioi^^* to future 
is ihe way of jmtifivaUon that the punhhmenU^ may mention the circum- 
gotjrel has revealed. Compare note on staiue of the Mosaic law leaving eiery 
i- l^, Vol. IV. p. 16. presumptuous offender to die '^fiuhr n 

Chrkt halhredeemed u* finm the curse curie, as an intimation of those nclan- 
of the /««<•.] The curse tf the from choly prospects with respect to 
which Christ has. redeemed us was tbut which we must grant it certainly pvc, 



that wc mi^ki reSeke ihe promise of the spirit f 


ing made a eurse for us off from that servitude and misery to which 
Cul-scd'^ KCwy one i»cxorably doomed us, by being liimself made 
itiat hangctii ou « curse fov US, and enduring the penalty which 
•, our sins had deserved: for such was the death 
>, which he bore in our stead ; not only wiien con- 
• sidered as a capital punishment, which universal- 

ly implies something of this, but as thus sti^> 
niatized by the express declaration of the law 
against every one in such a particular circum- 
stance; /hr it is written (Deut. xxi. 23 ), “ Cur- 
“ sed [/s] every one that hangeth on a tree 
now Christ, as you well know, was hung upon a 
tree : he expired on the cross, and his dead 
in' ^ hung for some time upon it. And this, 

nught^fome ot'hu! adorable coqdescension, be submitted to 
lientilesthroughjesnsfor US and our salvation; that the curse having 
Christ; that wemight becatbome by him in our room, the blessing f 

nf the Vii" I’S* *" »•' extent of spiritual benefits, 

jiith: and that adoption which was given in hifn, 

migh come, not only on believing Jews, buVm 
the (jentUes esUo, through Christ Jesus the igreisi^t 
anointed Saviour; and particularly that we, even 
the whole church of Christian converts, might 
through theexercise of a living and sincere/tfi/4 
in him, receive the promise of the Spirit as tiic 
. seal of our adoption*', both in the effusion of 
its miraculous gifts, so far as they may conduce 
to tlie edification of the church, and in the rich 
abundance of its saving graces. 


SECt. 

V.,' 

<5«h 
HI. i!S 


\rii tliDUgh we ihould not siippofo that k That wc mifffil rcceke tkc promise of the 
iL t'oiitaiiied an eiptas tbrc*at<’iiiiig of iVpir//.] It is justly observed by lh«=*lt:arn- 
pttm^hmaiLs : which I do not see that cd Diodate h€ie^, that the plentiful ef- 
It any where does, and wliicii I think the fusion of the Holy 5^ptrit of<iod iiad been 
learned Mr. Wnrburton hath fully provt d so frequently promisedi by th|/; prophjei.s 
that it doth not. And it is evident that as the great blessing of the latter da\, 
the c.nirse of the apostle’s argniuent here that it is here used' as synnrtijihous to the 
implies, that all truebelieiers are redeem^ blessing sihrahom. And Mr. Howe very 
idftorn thecitne ; and consequently, that properly a^jgues from hence the great 
Jic speak‘s of a <ur,ef ■ to which all asrw- iuiportanCB*; of the Spirit, since the iin- 
hcrs, were liable; whereas the Gentile# parting it is'Mipresenled as the great bler.s- 
being under no obligation to the Mbsak ing by which the curse is removed ; Iruin 
law at all, iicduld not possibly be daecilij^ (says be) it follows that the with- 

aifectrd by iVi cirric, nor could indeed b0 and witbiiohling it is the great 

at all alfectcd by it, othcrwiselhnn in Ihe calatpity which falls upon men by their 
latitude i- which we have c\plaincd this apostacy from God. Sec Howe’s Works, 
passage. ,, Vid. I. p. 237, 



40 f^ReJteclions on the deliverance from the curse by Christ. 


IMPROVEMENT. * 

SECT. Through the aina/ing goodness of God to us we share with 
the Galatians^in this great privilege, that Jesus Christ vrueijied 
evidently set forth among us. Let us maki * the r fa- 
miliar to our view, to our hearts: and O that wc may all feel 
itS powerful influence, to enoage us to obey the irutli, and to 
comply with the practical des»gii of the gospel ! O that none of 
the enchantments of this vain world may be able t*) draw ns a^itle 
from a becoming regard to it! May those espccrally who hav(i 
3> 4!>t*gtm in the Spirit, .and perhaps have suffiTed many diflicnlties 
'already in the cause of religion, be concernctl that they ma> not 
suffer so many things in vain, and after all their pretemsions and 
Ijopes make an end in the flesh, by forsaking that (‘xcelkmt cause! 
7 7’liat we may he deemed the children of Abraham, let ns have 
the same faith with him ; that btdieving in God as he did, and 
trusting in the promised Messiah, we may attain that rigtneons- 
ness which it is impossible to obtain by the d'^eds of ttie iaw, 
which insists upon [lerfect obedience, and passeth sent nco upon 
every one that has transgressed it. Nothing cau be more im- 
portant than to endeavour to impress our sonl/> with ilit . gn at 
iOiind fuiulamcntul truth, that if wc are t?f the works of ti-e l.iw, 
and trust in tlieso for jnstifieaiion, we arc' u idiM- a curse O 
God may graciously thunder that cnrsi; in th(‘ e',r-. ut 'U 
sinners, and make them stmsiblo of lludr gnih and dangci ; 

prisoners rf Just iee, yet in some me.iMne f" h*>pi 

(Zeeh. ix. ]‘J), they may //c^ for to hnj h> Id r.n Ini hope 

set before them in the gospel Vi. IH.) 

13 We need not go far tor hclji No sooner are we e < urKb^i 
it were) in one verse, than we find provision for oh?- m 

another. For Christ hath redeemed iisjroni the cur^r t f l/n t\ 
and this in a method. never sufficiently to he adm red^ even »y 
. fuai'ini; himself a ransom^ >.ra and becoming « cfosr/or us; sni>- 
miuing,. not onjy to a great infamy and wretchedness in his life, 
but to an ignominious and accursed deaths being dain and hung 
vp&n a /nr (Acts v. 3.0; x. 3^'.) 

To him !-t us apply,, that ibq^cnrse may be removed; and 
with humble conlidcjncein liim, Wus lift up our eyes in cliecr- 
I i ful expectation, that tin High. by. birth are Gentiles, the bless- 

ing of Abraham will come >iporr tfti, and that throiigb^^fbith we 
^iiall receive the promise ofHhe ‘Spirit. And what promise can 
' be morer^faluable than tliis^ what blessing more desirable, than 
to be cHlightcnc’d, to be quickened, to be sanctified, to bccom- 
^^fprted l)y the Spirit ? As the just, may we live by faith • and 
it our daily request at the throne of grace, that God will 
imptant^and increase tliat Divine principle m our hearts, even 
such a faith as shall work by love, and prove a genuine prinuiph: 
of sincere and universal obedience. 



Stability of^Uie (iovenmt of promise. ; 41 

SECT. VI. 

IVie apostle fa "ther illustrates the stabilily and importance of the 
covniant made udth Abraham as the Jaiher of believers^ which 
Mosaic covenant could 7wt infringe ^ and loan application 
to 7£ hit'll its greatest severities were intended to lead* Gal. 

HI. 1 j, to the tnd 


ill. n. GALATIANS III. 15. _ 

iiiiM v. I J HAVE been j^pt'aking, brethren^ of the bless- sect^ 
after th« itjjjs of tljc* Abrahumic .covciiant, and have ■- 
inann- r nt = shfwo that, according to the original tenor of 
m.ii.' yet it, all liis believing seed, whether they be or bem. 

if It !).' coiifirmca, 11(1 not circumcised, must be entitled to many very . ‘V' 
man .I.s,.nm, noth or valuable piivilcL'Cs. And herein / spud- afUr 
the manner tj meUy and reason on the pnncipievS 
of c<»mnioii equity, according to what is the al- 
low(‘(l rule of all human compacts ; for though it 
he bid the covenant oj a mun with his fellbw'- 
creatmv, jet it it be once legally confirmed by 
mutu.ii promise ami seal, no honest man coil- 
-. (‘rued ultervvards cancelleth what was agreed to ' ^ 
hy it, c) adilcth any thing tv if which should al- . 

!<•. the terms of it, without the consent of the , 

' otsjer stipulatirtg |)arty. 

A'eti', to apply this to tbe*case before us, t/icl(> 

' i.rotnis^s rclatiiigto the justification of believers 
lir ^ 11 ., iioi cj‘e spoken by God at first to Abraham^ and to 
a* Ml his seed, who are expressly mentioned as making 
ihv * pyi'^v vvith liim in the covenant. And here by 
-n il ’ the way you will observe, that Ac? saith not^ 

And io seeds f in the plural number, as speak- . : 
ing of many : but in the singular number, as of . \ 

on\\ “ And to thy seedf not extending it to a j'i 
variety of seeds, which rnight descend from him, 
but limiting what he says to one,® wAftA w all 


ill 

1*: 


Aii'.i 


l<i 


Jle uuth nut, “ And io Am/j,’* qp, atanre be produced in which the greatQi-t 

i\any; &c.] ' One would not easily allow " ntittiber of persons to dfscend from any 

that the apostle founds hih argurnent'on a' ' otia-are called his iceds. Therefore, v'ifjh 
presuoiptioui that sent cannot ‘dgnify a ^Bishop Burnet (in bis Four Discoursl^<9> 
plutality S persons; since (not to men- p. ()6,) 1 take it to be only the apostle's 
tion a thousand Mther, texts,’ in ihat \ery .«aying, in Oad Crack 1 confei-'«« but with 
covenant xciih Aiirahtrm to which he re- good sense and reason, that the ' 
fers, ii!«od .-.aid, lien. xv. />, So shall thy made to Abraham are /zo/ appropri- 
si'cd be , that is,. It shall be rw numerous ated to one line of his descendants, that 

«.v //a* stars of heaven. Nor can any JQ- is, to those by Isaac ; but centre iu ortj? ' J. 



42 The laze teas added became of Iramgressions .■* 

SECT, to centre; in Christ ; out of regard to whom that ^ 

VI. branch of Abraham’s family from wliich he was 
to spring was in so remarkable a manner sepa- 

n ^his I say further, on the principles laid 17 And this i .n 

dowm above, [i/mi] the covenant trlnch was o*\onaiif. 

long before confirmed by the promise of Cod with beforJ' ^of ' 
i respect to Christ, as the illustri jus Seed rcfeiretl n»rist.tiiei:»n- niii( h 
to, and th(; great universal blessing exhibited in hundn d 

the promise, the law H-hich was oivon ait mount 
Sinai /i7^^r /n/7n/m/ and thirty ‘years after the that it should nMk. 
date; of cannot disannul, [.yo] that it should 
mak' the promise void and ineffectual; which it 
must have done if the observation of tliat law 
had been for the future the necessary means of 
isjustilication and happiness. For if the inherit is Tor if lhi‘ 111 - 
iance of Abraham’s blessing [bc\ suspended dn" J^'^riiauce /,<• of thr 
such a condition as not to be obtaiiu*d but by p^onnvV'bot* Ood 
the observation of the laic, it must then follow s avr it to Abraliiiiis 
that [iV is] no 7norc the effect of (he promise, promise, 
which is indeed cjnite abrogated by such a clog: 
to it is evident that God freely gave \il io\ 
ylbraham by promise; and therefore it must be 
left ill such a state as that the honour of the 
promise may be securci, vrhich otherwise would 
. be abolished and disgraced, (Rom. iv. 13, 1 k) 

19 But it may be tibjccted, If justiheation and M \n»»'irf..ic th^. 
eternal life cannot be obtained by these means, ^ ' *' 

to what purpose then [sei'veih] the lav, or what iraiisgrcbsiouN ♦«»» 
signiticancy bath it ? 1 an.svvcr, That it was added 
after the promise was^made, because of trans- 
gressions;^ that the, Jews might either be pre- 


tlloslrious persvnt Viili repard to wbom ihisdate of it to thr birtb of liaar, n 
the rcH art: made pje^takevii of the great Abialiam was an Ivniditd ycarsold, (Ccn. 
blessitijj <’xbibitc«l iti the coir- xxi 5>)was ‘25 \ oars: I^a.n; was CO when 

And this intsrpretfiilqp Vgreatl'. was b«*rn, ((Jen. x\v. ‘2o.) Jacob 

pretW* to thcMs A^ho supp<^.jthat Christ "*^01 into I'.gypt at ((ien. xlvii. 9.) 
iurt* smnifies the mptialtlk^ qf Chrt^<^y:ixid the Isni'ilitea sojourned there ac- 
or the at'f’rcgate of all htiievern ; whicli itt^'"^l* 9 rdiTJgtoiheScptua>|irit, (Ekod. xii. 40.) 
trrpreiaU<Jii will no inon'aftbid an aisgrtif" ‘^l^'-years, whic^ compN?6s tlSfif number, 
rnent from tlie.se words than the prec^fh^.,; .Compare iiulc^ vii Acts vu/6,< Vol* 111. 
And if wc suppose >t merely a remark by# 

yi^y of ilUistralioii, 1 ihtnk no sense bo ft aw added because of tratp^ressions.f 
this whichU favoured by ver. 19. As the lau' that wjw ,niven by MoscS lifei- 
^ y Four bundled and thirtj/ years alter,] thcr did, nor conid dhannul the covenant 
Tomake out this computation, Dr. UMiit- made with Abraham, to which Jews 
,lhy .end several other cumnienlators pro- undoubtedly liad a claim, the design of 
‘jUe^d Ihus. The lirst cclebiatcd promise ikat law must, therefore have been to cn- 
. liras matle to Abrabam when be was gage those of his descendants that came 

fyjve years old, (Den. xii , .% 4;)and from under it to see their need of thatti&nonU 



Mos^ teas mediator tfihen tM'fato was gittn p- 




the seed should co/ic, served from idolatry and other crimes, or that sect.'’ 
warmade%7i5^,v ^e convicted of the.r guilt in com- vij 

ordiimd i 4 y anp Is inittmg them, aiui so bo taught to sock after 
ill the hand of a u t- more effectual method of obtaiiuog pardon witli 
^**^‘^‘’*'* an earnestness proportionable to the discovery it 

made of the maligniiy of their guilt : and with 
this view it was to continue till the illustrious 
Seed should nme, even the Messiah, lo whom the 
promise was made; into whom both Jews and 
Gentiles being ingrafted by faith, \vli(3n the gos- 
pel-dispensation took place, should become with- 
out distinction the spiritual seed of Abraham, 
and be entitled to the blessings of the promise. 
Accordingly ihe law was givcMi in a way ajree- 
*able to this design of it ; \and ff a’fl.t] ordained * 
and promulgated by the ministration of angels 
at mount Sinai,*' and put in thr hands ^Moses, 
who was then appointed by God to act the port 
of a mediator bi'tween him and tlic people of 
israt'i *' ami was authorised to attest (js it W6fe) 
their mutual and reciprocal obf gallons lo each 
other ; whereas the promise ni‘eded no medi^ 
tor, but was nnmcdiaiely deposited, by God in . 
the hand of Abraham to whom it was made. 

'20 Now a iiw^ia- Noic w<‘ know that a mediator is not merely 20 
tor !•» not a [^//,^ mediator^ vf one part) , l)ut at least of two, 

hetween which he must pass, and by the nature 


anti inoir etTcctually ‘o recommend the 
pronmt to Un m. And ns the wriiinjir of 
the boi>k of tiencsis them a farther 
acoMnit af it tlian tradirum had |m>crv- 
t*d, ilu* taw mif^ht haid to he atUlud to 
that account btcaiise of trunsijicsisioiis j 
asf eir iidnsgrc^i'iuj!., not onl> <tftliec:e- 
reiiiuidal, but of the moral precept^, 
would appear more excredingly sinful 
and dam^’cions, in proportion to thjUper- 
spiouitv ofiheM.' precepN, and the fui 
Sulemniry with i^hn•h they weiedchicrCfd. 

Uy the ministration of 
niMiiiu '^inaiij ’I'hat the law was 
/'// fkfi of AngeUy is 

from pasnages of scnptufo (eci^ ' 

pai'c PaaX ixYiii. 17; Acts vii. .')5 ; 
ileb, Ik 2.) thout;h the Logos did umlouht.- 
edly preside umong them, and it wa« tn his 
name that the procUlUllt-on m.ks mad ) by 
anf>ets,^ns hi«< hcialds and atiendauts. 

® In' the hnt d ^\f n tnt (t utnr. j Li I)? a 
singular notion of Mr. I*icrce on Heb.\it. 
that the medtuijr hero spoken of r^ fhe 


vider of Jewish hi^h’-priesUy w1k> succeed- 
iinr out- another, weie by viitue of their 
oflice mednihrr betwcni l>’od and the peo- 
ple. He pleads, that “ the fuw is heic 
** reproseoiellt in the liands of a 

“ niKlintor tHl (ke prdnased seed sho Ud 
** omied* But the clause ayot; a t* 
ffwto/A til! the sied thoulrl none, will make 
'cry good scn:e if it be taken in cojuiec- '"• 
tiori with tla? preceding worrl nc-otrtlsB^y 
and referred to* what is said iimuediatc- 
ly boforei 'ef 'Me taw being i.ddid; as ap- 
pears in the paraph ra9»‘. And ih«* iipos- 
argument will he much bi'tier snp- 
^dPOCted by referring tliis to M«*ise'-, who 
'"W^ipartiCMiiai ly auihorised by the .lew i*h 
pell’ple, as well as consliiub^d h) (iml, to- '• 
media/8 ui the nH’air of rec* iting the itav 
which he transacted once for all. — It is. 

.so unusual and iini)ii>uial a 'manner of 
speaking, lo call a ^omAo/zuf men owe- 
diator^ that one wonid not willingly be 
forced on such an inconvenient intcrpie- 
tation. 



44 i J3id he transacted nothingyor the Geijtiles. 

s»ECT. of his office is to transact for both ; but God is one ; but God is 
v*- only ojie party in that covenant made with Abra- * 

1mm of wliich ive liav.e been speaking/ and Abra- 
‘^11^20.**^*** anti his seed, including all that believe 
both Jews and Gentiles, are tiio other. As M( 
ses then lbre, when the law was given, stood at 
that time between the Lord and Israel (Deut. v. 

.0.) and (lid not pass between the whole collective 
body of Abraham’s seed and the blessed God ; 
so nothing was transacted by him with relation 
to tliose for wlioin he did . not appear ; and con- 
secjuently notliing in that covenant wherein he 
did mediate could disannul the promise, or af- 
fect the right accruing to any from a prior en- 
gagement, in which the Gentiles were concern- 
ed as well as the Israelites : for no covenant can 
be alt(!rod but by the mutual consent of both ^ 
parties ; and in what was done at mount Sinai * 
by the mediation of Moses, there was none to 
appear for the Gentiles ; so that this transaction 
between God and the Isracdites could have no 
. force to alirogate the promise which extended 
likewise to the Gentiles, or to vacate a cove- 
nant that was made between parties of which 
one only was there. 

21 And shall it now be said, [7^] fhc law then-j 2i /.> the l.iw thru 
against the promises oj God? And so far as the 
law' takes place with regard to tlnjse who are un- 
der it, doth if not seem at least to implead in 
some measure, and to infringe upon that better 
slate ill which they who are brought into sub- 




>' -1 n.t.iiaior is n<fii (ih^'inediator'] • f one, now ieconcileih for neither docs it appr.ir 
bni Cu-i /i one.] "I have foliate Mr. that there was any controversy Lerwoeii 
Locke's iuterpretatTon of this difncull pas- Cm! and Israel when Moses wasappoirit- 
s^ape-, notwit»io«ta(tL'«dvvly oom|j|iiriii^’a cd a medtnhr; nor doe!, (iod’s beitiir lotr 
vHri^'ty ofoliif'i'-. 'Ilic leafOJulDit Jerkiiis pi^operly •'igrnfy beinrt at peace. 1 sliall 
('in hih l^einaiks on rourJSSopkfl, p. mcniion b\il one otVier explication, whirli 

interpi-i ‘iS It, I'his iiirdiatpr isacita the scnt'C of it an if it had been 

** if'tatir vf one ami the nA>etian(^vt^f\h viaid. “ Mi>seis in not a mediator tvo; of the 


the former ; but Cod h stil' one oiM'il 
** san,e, an iinchaiipeahte Eeui.^, wj^d.-i^. 

therefori^atdhere faithfully to hii^rioirv 
“ engape^enU.” But this changing^be 
sense crif tl\c word^ae, and putting so un- 
usual au Intel pretation upon it., i.s a dif- 
£oulrv one would ciitiosc, if ptissiblt^, to 
^vohl. — Nor cau it be undeisloodas if it 
were said, ‘‘ U'liero a med/ainr appoint- 
*' cd to interpose his office, it is a sign 
pnrtiei ore at vatiancr but God is 


one seed, to whom ttje proini>e was 
^ and therefore dould. not act so 

*• as to give up his rig^; .or-, that of -the 
persons whose guardian and represebr^ 
** tative he was,’^ But this ii^ould sup- 
pose a very unwarrantable change in the 
signitication of'dttr when applied to (;o<i. 
and takes it for granted, 1 think very iin 
reasonably, that Christ was not concorn-t 
^ in giving the law from mount Sinai. 



cnc topFk ^ 






of ? Ood fbrbi^f ; jectioD foif , would Otherwise have been ? God for* 

for if there had be'^n »i u ? *i - ^ 


a 

O'jr!' 


Yt. 


law grfen whfe" insinuate any thing of that 

!d have gh kind! On. the contrary, it was intended to be 

' - ' • • <34® 


life, eerily righteoi 5- subserVfent to^tbe promisc, and the design of it ti| J 

’♦ bmi bt^the'law!'*^’ consequences, if rightly attended^ ' ' 

, • * to and applied, was to lead the thoughts and ^ ' 

* hearts of those who are under it to an higher 
and better dispensation. For //'indeed i/icjr. had 
been a law given, which could have given life, if 
' any law, consideired m itself alone, could have 

• been to sinful creatures a sufficient means of jus- 

tification and eternal happiness, then assuredly 
righteousness should have been by the Mosaic 
/c/7i’,ff than which there is not any law more holy, 
j'j jhit thft scrip- excellent, and g^pd. But so far is (Jie law from 22 . i 
T,.nd« 'ntftxlop'ng any justifying righteousness, that 

the proiiiistj by faith scriptuvc lu revealing \ihaih plainly shut up 
of jf-sus Christ might both alews and Gentiles, under sm, as so>nui- 
I'^ li" ve *^**^*** “y condemned malefactors ; for it bath stated the 
rule of duty in such a manner, that every 
conscience must^on.considering and understands 
ing that rule, certainty charge himself with 
And it is wisejy ordered in this manner, 
they who are so convinced of guilt and misery, 
might look beyond it to be delivered from their 
lost condition, and that the promise of righteous- 
ness and life by faith in Jesus Christ, as the only 
moans of justification, might be given and appro- 
priated to them that truly believe \n him for par- 
don and salvation ; and thus the seeming seven- ^ 
ty of tlio sentence was intended so much the 
more to illustrate the grace of the promise, 
i.'i But hoforft faith The law then, which condembs (pvery trans-2:J 
Tder’ Z lii',’ sX Rressiou, was designed tAbe preMln-y for the .. . 

discovery Vrnich the gospel mako^vPr the way of 

being justilthd camo , ' 
to be exhibi^^as the acceptance 

with God, we the liiw stood on 

the foot of Qur^d^^i^ibediedce before him ; and 
having becoiii^,pjm||pu&^to Divine justice, and 
liable to deajth^tll^rpTOshmeut of sin, were kept, ' 
under the bond ot the law, as.conderaned male- 
fq^ors are guarded ur close custody, shut. up a« 




^ Jii<rhhmsriess shfiuld' have hten iif» ifduH have dune Uial bonour; ifhi?wuu((i , 
Musaio /«w.] I'h'rs ijas the law hy, h^ve <dooc it te uuiy. , 

v/f eininence, to which thorfcfore ‘ , , , • ^ 

VOfoAit ■ ' -ft' •' 



|4B , Which Chfist. 


‘ jsFxT. prisoners unJer sentence, ‘‘ unio the faith which up^unto the faitih 
. vt: in due xaxwq should afterwards be revealed ; there ^^-ch sh»>uld after- 
being no possibility of escape, till the Messiah ' 

came, and broui^lit the happy lidhigs of a way 
glJ * * to be juatitiod and accepted, though we were , ; 

before most justly condemned. So that the 
^^'^laWy while it continued its authority over us, 24 wherefore the 
and held us under the rigour of its discipline, law was our sdiooi- 
was as it were our schoolmaster, or the instructor 
or our cliildhood, to teach us our own siniuliiess „„ght be justiih a by 
and the necessity of a better; right(?ousness than faith, 
our own; and so [to lead unto Christy and 
to engage us, as condemned by the law, to have 
recourse to him who is the end of the law for 
righteousness, (Rom. x.4;) Ihatwe might thus 
' he Just if (d by faith in him, and so obtain the 
benefit of the promise. 

25 Jiut when this faith once came to be fully re- *5 But after that 
realed by the t^ospcl-dispensation, we then pass- 

ed over to a more liberal and happy state ; and s,choolmafrier. 
being instructed in the knowledge of Christ, tve 
are^ no longer under the iliscipline of ti schooL 
as children in a state of minority, and have 
no sucli need of the jaw, as we iiaJ formerly, to 

26 direct us to him. For having believed in Christ, ^,3 Tor ye are all 

as he is.discovcrcil in the gospel, vt? a//, with- the c hildren of Ood 
out distinction, Gentiles as well as Jews, the *" 

sons of 'God by faUh in Christ Jesusy^ and are 
now as ii were brought into an adult state, in 
* which you have a claim to higher privileges, 
and to greater freedom, than you had before. 

2*1 For as many of yavi as have been baptized into ‘^7 For as many ot 
CArt«-, and ® J^e^ken ispcw you the solemn Ci“d!'nto*cS 
profession religit^l, may thus be said to ^ 


•» Shut up as prisoltl^ ‘‘ of ^tody though wc had still continued 

.1’heapostIehiivittg!^Awni^il||^^'|Pceu.ti]|^** ^der a sHooImaster V' but should 
verse, that ndwPxe ihuiu^^f^^jLHy M^haeljflpC then have, appeared under the cha- 
he now adds of the Jews viS^m^.Uir of such, ^ as the apostle, argues in 

docs not so' much refer to the beginning of the next chapter. But 

i^remo^ks (though some have ^xp^BS^ pmaps the'particle yetg^pil^ib^re signify 
it so,) as to \X^tcondcmmtion ^toder and so it may foupw*/,, 

' the the laxv, brought Uic^an^|,«g>pp1ication of 

gressors (if if r according to the grand af." M inorc general, terms.'— 

L gumeiit so largely insisted upon by St. vr^tiSttywyo; herei^nities sucifiaim^r.ov 
vv/ Paul in Ifis epistle to tbs Homans, chap, ^averwr as hat^^pQwer ‘of restralaing 
ai. 9— 23. and correcting iSIldrcn in a manner that 

Ttte .sons qf Ood hjf foilh in Christ suito' only an infant state, orthat of car- 
Jesuffl It may perhaps be otfeciedf ** We ly ebildhood. 
n)ij|ht have been or the 






JFt are dU- iHfprct^e! ; 4’3^ 

' • 'it: . I i 

bave put on Chri^;. have fui on Christ,^ and tq be clothed with sect.; 
/ his character and covered with his righteousness; vl 2 

/ yf and by the interest you have in him by faith, 

\ arc so united, to him as to appear one with him 
ojiJ|[reisfteithe:’ ill hls State of liberty and felicity. So thatga* 


^wn«f^et‘k,tberAnow the distinctions, which were before so touch 
irce!'lhei^isnttheJ regarded, are in a manner done away, and have 
iiiiiitt nor female : for an Cnd pul to them, by this happy union: and 
\o are all one in there is neither Jew nor Greeks but the latter 
( iin^i Jt same privileges with the former, and the 

i'oriner may without offending God use the same 
^ freedom in approaching to him with, the latter: 

there is neither bond nor free^ but slaves are now 
the Lord’s free men, and freemen the Lords ser- 
vants; and thi^t'consideration makes the free 
humble, and the slave cheerful, and swallows upf 
* in a great measure the sense of his servitude : 
there is neither fhale nor femaky but all are now 
admitted to that initiatory ordinance of baptisin 
which comes in the place of circumcision 'that 
was appropriated to the males; and this happy, 
state of equality, into which, with respect tospiV^ 
ritual privileges, both sexes are brought, may . ; 
justly prevent that tyranny over the weaker 
- which in some places hath so shamefully prcvail- 
t>ed : for yc arc all one in Christ JesiiSy and are 
all equally accepted ip him and being rn^de one 
body in him, believers, of whatever nation, or 
sox, or condition they be, are all cemented in 
the bonds of holy friendship, and animated with 
the views of the same happiness, Jjid if i/e20 
‘29 And if ye he [6d] ChviafSy and are by^&ith united to- him, 
Christ’s, then arc ye is the promised Sec.Uj in whom all nations 
heuf'‘’ace,:rfn.s“to “hall bc blessed, then We ye M^/lruc seed of 


the promise. Jbrahamy and equally, are so, ^yliether ye are 
circumcise5;or noj|; ;«»a^iitt,,cons^ueucc of this, 
ye are heirs in ^^tue ofjjfte promise y and may 
look upon the blessing promised to that 
holy patriarch as*y.qqr own, though you have no 
inheritance of Canaan, and pretend 

to claim nothiti§^6y i^irtue of a natural descent. 






^ nn Christ.y^^r, Ijockc here “ all over with hiirf as a man is with the 

observes, that by their ffttirng on Chist clothes he has put on. And hence, in 
it is implied, “ that to God, now looking. “ the next verse, it is said, they are ait 
“ on tlicni, there appears mlhing but one in Christ Jedusf J*s if they were but 
ChriU: Tht*y are, as it were, covered that onr penou s'*' 





‘48 'lie flections on our claim to^ tkefiromi^jA C'hrist. 



% 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Let us rejoice in those spiritual privileges to v h^ch^ - 
Christians are now equally entitled ; and charge /jb” ccvb *'vith 
those obligationi which necessarily attend Lnt us" *»nk 

r^'upon ourselves as /Ae cA/Wren of Abraham^ as entitleci the* 
noblest of those promises vi’hioh God made to that excellent 
saint; even to that great and comprehensive promise, (which is 
all the salvafiofij and all the desire^ of every true child of Abra- 
ham^) namely, that God will bt a God to us (Gen. xyii. 7, 8.) 
Let us approve onrselVes his genuine offspring by imitating bis 
*J7 faith; apd always remember that, having been baptized into 
Christ, we have so put on Chtist^ as to be obliged to resemble 
r him in his temper and character. 

' 28 If we desire to share the ble^ings and glories of that one body 
• of which Christ is the great and glorious Head, let us not lay \ 
disproportionate stress upon any thing by which one Cliristian 
may be distinguished from another; but endeavour, as one in 
(Jbrist Jesus, to be one inaffectic and friendship to each other: 
tfiSd let those who seem to have the greatest advantages cond',- 
- sCend to them that seem most their inferiors, 
i 21;yc. Givmg up all expectations of life from any law, since th? t of 
I , ^dses could not give it, let us look for honour, im» 

morfality by the gospel;, and be very thankful for knowledge 
9.. ,20 we have of the Mediator of a better covenant than that in which 
appointed to mediate. And as the hw was given, 
t(r4iHP'nul the covenant of promise^ but with a view to be 
subservient to it, and to point out Christ, let us apply to him 
/*'l6for righteousness and life ; and in him as that one Seed of Abra- 
i’'" fmm in whom all the families, all the nations of believers were 
' to be blessed, let us centre our hopes, and be very solicitous 
that we by faith united to him, and so may have a claim 

« to all the pfiviteges of the promise under him. 

, 24 Thus Ie^U|l^pntiim^to make use of the law, not as the foun- 
dation of toward^ God, but^s our schoolmaster to bring 

us to Christ ^ the^ij^T^ry jt has given of our need of him : 
23 a»d, being sensiMe hatnj^mt up all under sin, from which 
we cannot be delivered^ but by the faith the gospel hath reveal- 
ed, may we be led to seek .|jb9 benefit of the prorins^^jthat, be- 
ing the sons of God by faitl0n;Chi^t Jesus y we 

' life and blessedness. ^ 


eternal 
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The as children^ xSere in & state of bondage : ifJ* 


SECT. 



lau'y when they were only as yninors umkr a rigorous tutor : 
and at the same time lie reproves ike Galatians^ that (hey were 
no more resolute in adhering ip that better dispensationj the 
first tidies of which they had received from him with so much 
• itfjtction.^^ Gal. [V. 1 — 20. ^ 

..AI.. IV. ]. GALATIANS IV. I . 

]^ow i sAYj that J OBSERVED to ^ou, my friends, a little bci sEetV^ 
the In 11, as long fore, that whii^ we vverj under the law, ive vifr^^ 
?crerh noihtK ill a state^df minority ; (chap iii. 24, 23.) 

a .servant, though he Jyoiv, tor thc turthcr ilmstration or that ihoiiglit, 
bo lord of all; , hy "bat is kiiowii to be the usual method 

dealing with children, I sau, [that] so long, si ' 
the heir of the most plentiful estate is a chiU\n: ' 
his non-age, hc^ with respect to thc possession 
and Iree use of it, and to the right of managmjg 
it in his own person, differeth nothing frofjp'jf^^ 
servant or bond-man, though he be in title ar«t>?L'' 

Q But is uiiov. by right of inheritance lord of all: But during 2’./ 
unUlTht: ^Tiiu^'ap- minority he is under the authority and ve- j 
poinudofthcf.iiiKT. ^traint of govamors and guardians^ 19: i^jrbpse 
tutorage and nmnageraent he js 
thc lime appointed by (he 
be deemed of age, and be at liberty to 
3 F.ven so we, his ajfairs hiiiKsclf. So likewise we who 
dr^D* Terrain bon' b'.'forc, have HQw embraced the faith 

d-ige* under the ele- <>f the gos|}el, wL'ii we 7ir^but as ^lildrrn in 
■uentsuf the world: minnrity, though wc had the prdmi$diind hope 
of the Messiah, were heliT in bonikglf .under the 
discipline of the law'i. in whichf;ive were c;iir 
ployed, in a way suited cir- 

cumstances of 'to; infant-sjtkte, about worldly 
elements or ab^^t those inferior things which 
are but like of ^he alphabet wiien 

. ' compared sense which they 

' " ^ be the meantf'bf teaching, when their power , 

in the world, and were in use aipong the 
heathens, though under the Mosaic law , 
they were directed to a better object 
and end.-^!^me would consider it as 
referring to the unfitness of tlie Israelite*;, 
in the infancy of theit commonwealth, 
no taste for spiritual and ■ for receiving a more rational and su- 


« IToMii elcmenls.] rituals 

might be so called, noi^^biily on ac- 
count of the relation which fhey had to 
tvor/fi/ji l/ttnfis, by which they were adapt- 
ed to the low conceptions of 'children, 
who are forf^^atfect e A with sensible ob- 

anSBrt 


\iects an , 
heavenly things; but also, because the 
<3n)e kind of thinga had before obtained 


blime plan pf religion, having been used 
la UgypitQ so many pompous ceremonies, 

-X ^ - "'Jf, of 



5P But we receive hy Chrik ihe adoption ojf sans. 


SECT. ]$ duly understood, and the use of them*becom ^ 

. tii. familiar to the mind: But when the fulness of f th? 

vvliich had been marked out by the 
■f prophets for the accomplishment of this great forth!.^ u^j\, Jy-rlie 
, 4 * i^xexM^ was come ^ and we wore arrived at the^of a ^ ‘ 
age appointed by otjr Father for entering upon 
our adult state, God sent forth his own Son. to 
give us the inheritance bf the promise he had 
tnade of pardon and salvation, and bring us to 
a state of liberty and happiness. For to this end 
it was that the Messiah came; and that he might 
effect this grand design, he was pleased indeed 
to appear in a most humble, form, taking upon 
him mortal flesh, made of the substance of a 
woman, according to the great original promise, 

(Gen. iii. 15.) and was thus made under the dis- 
^cipline of the Mosaic law in ail its rigour; That rrtiemi tiicu. 
so by his submitting, not only , to the precepts that* we‘*mi«M 
of the law', nut likewise to the penalty and curse uctivfthc aiiopt-o?, 
of it, he might redeem them who were under 
the yoke and cul-se of the law^ and bring us into 
art happy liberty, both from the sentence of 
it^ and from any future obligation to obey the 
ceremonial part of it; that, instead of that ser- 
vile spirit wliich the law breathed, 7/?/^** Af all, 

as believers in Christ, receive the adoption of 
sms, and sec and know the happy privilege to 
which we are advanced in consequence of it. 

6 For unto all who are partakers of it, it is aUend- ^ becaussc ye 
ed with the most joyful and beneficial eflects ; 
and because ye arc^us admitted by the gospel of his Son into your 
to the fuiyi, character and digirity of his >*parts, crying, Abba, , 

God hath ^aictously se^( fn th an abundant effu- 
sion of iha Spirit of his Son inio^ your hearts, O 
ye believing^JalatianS|.a^ well as into the hearts 
of the Jewtsh^ony^^j Abba, father;^ 

giving us all, both 5iWs\and/]^ntifes, in our 
different languages, ah eqii^' freedom in ad- \ .. 
dressing ourselves to bim||ith the overilowiiigs v * 

of filial confidence and ^ 

iSh now, O Christian, i^hatc\ or he 
.rank of station, or whetherthou be Jew or (jf§rt- • ^ 

, '** Aiha, Falheu'] The learned to use lh»' title of Abba in addressing the 

"i&T Selden (He suCc. in Bonna Def. cap. »*«5/fv ».f the family to which they be- 
;iv.) bath hfought a very pertinent quo- longed, or the correspondent title of />«- 
Nation froiq tbe Babylonian Oemata, to 7Jia, or mother, when 
prove that i'l' was not allotted to r/or-* //-mufit. 



TkA in lUilniiage fd 

art no more a siitr- tile, ihou art Tio longer to look upon thyself as 
vaiit, Servant or bond-man, or as stariding on a le- 

of vel with such, an one in point of present enjoy- 

mcnt'; Am/, bn the -contrary, as admitted to the 
y liberty and freedom of a son at age : and if thou 
^ art indeed a son in such circumstances, then it 

follows by an happy consequence, that thou art 
an heir of all the promises of God through 
Christ, and hast a claim to God himself, as to 
thy father and thy portion. 

8 Howftcit, tiiou Jewish con-s 

c;od, Ve did service vcrts, that they W0re in a state ot servitude while 
unto iiirin whicii by they Continued UDcfer the law, the bondage of 
nature.are no gods. (^entiles in'^thcir unrcgeiierate state must 
have been greatly worse; and it is still more ab- 
* biinl and unreasonable as to you Gentile con- 
^ verts, that w^heii you have been called into^. a 
glorious liberty by the gospel, you should 
* entertain such liberal sentiments as aresuiteMo 
it, hut should be willing to submit to another 
servitude: /iir then indeed, when ye knew not the. 
only true God and the way of being accepted 
with him, j/e were hi bondage to those stupid 
idols xrhicli by nature art no godsi^ and greatly 
were your rational natunjs debased by ab ignb- 
9 But now .lUer b!e and absurd a service. But now, after thato 
that yc ha\e known knowH the liliiid and .Will of God, or ra^ 

kin‘ wiro/TiX »»ow happy as to be known of God, arid 

turn yc again to the lie has shcwn his favour to you, and brought you 
weak and beggarly knowledge of himself by the instruction 

of his word, and by the influence of his Spirit, 
how turn ye again into aiiotfierkjnU'jqi^ servitude 
to the weak and poor elements of t^e, Mosaic ce- 
remonies,'^ wliich are so far bcu^^i 'that: glori- 

« Ye to^re in bondage to'thosc xchirk hif sufficiejail. 'power •*<!& cleanse the soul 

nature are no gads.] It is evident here,', ^€ro net sin, lUlid juiitify the sinner in the 
that though thesje Christians had bvforej^ht |0f<?od; and poar, as they could not 
■ their runversio^ been idolatrous Gen-"' €pn%r<the spiritual riches of the eospet, 
tile>, the teachers were delj^ and peace, and the assurance of 

‘.vous of sub)edtj|ti&^thein to the .Mosaicci^T^^I|)[d9^g life and happiness. Ke^idds . 
^ rcmpniesi it appears hoMp^which it is to be reinembercd, that those 

much thosa-'taarned 'wiri|]^s aie mistaken who were most zealous for imposing the 
who think the Jews ui^^- imposed these uhser'ance of the Mosaic ceremonies on 
ceremonies oft thrtse were already, the (?ei'iti1o converts, were of the sect of 
as they affect to call Ihcm', loosely tes ^ the Pharisees, (Acts xv.5.) who therefore 
the :> ate, or worshippers of the true God!^ would hot fail to impose a great many 
.and how vam is the attempt to prove from additiooal o^ervances, taught only by 
heiii'e, that.. tghe injunction of abstaining thh of the elders; which may 

from be coDsidercid as pecu- ' su^ci^ity account foV the low terms 

liari^otnm. ' ' whtph^e apostle uses apon this occasion. : 

d l\cak amt boor etements*]' The ceW- * ^mp«iireKom. viti. and Heb. vii. IS. . 

' tjiMnics of the lttw were weak, as they had ' ' 
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And why would they subMlf ^o another bondage f 


SECT, ous and happy state into which ye are called ? 

Elements, to which ye unaccount^ly desire again' 
V"V^/o be in bondage a^ieWy^ changing indjsed the 
object of your ceremonies, but retain- 
ing many of the same low, perplexing, ^nd un- 
profitable observances. For as under heatben- 
lOism you had your frequent feastiin honour of 
imaginary deities, so now^f observe the Jewish 
solemnities with as scrupulous an exactness ; 
even your sabbath days^ and the beginning of 
your months or new moons, and your twits of 
grand festivals, and your sabbatical years, and 
Ij those of jubilee. Indeed,. my brethren, when I 
think of these things, I am afraid of you, lest it 
should be found that I have bestou'ed upon you 
so much aifectionatc labour in vain,^ while, 
after all the pains that I have taken to instruct 
you in tlie faith and liberty of the gospel, yon 
appear to act as if yon bad forgotten what I 
taught you, and w'ould be seeking justification 
from the law. ^ 

13 Give me lefive, brethren, while I am thus ex- 
' postulating with you and reproving you, most 
earnestly to beseech you with all tenderness, that 
ye be as J [am;] that yje maintain the same af- 
fectionate regard for me as i bear towards you ; 
and that ye candidly receive those sentiments, 
which I, to wiiose authority in the church ye 
can be no strangers, have been inculcating upon 
you. And this 1 may the rather expect, from 
what I have experienced in myself; for it is well 
known the;*e was d time when / [u'us] as ye 
[are,] as m^cb bigoted.lo the Mosaic rituals and 
Pharisaic traditions as any of you all can be 


meats, ^hereimu 
ye desire to be 

If’ >■ 

10 Yeti ^srrved.iys» ; 

and months, and , 
times, and years. 


1 1 I .im afraid of 
you, lest I have be- 
stowed upon you la- 
bour in vain. 


l^nrcthr^ >, 1 bf- 
s<^echv .^ueaslam; 
f' '' 1 am as ye a* a : 


« > tf t* irsdnifj te m itovflgc u J 
It is certain U*ey could iiett,,be.>aid 
ih honfh^e to tlie Jewish ceremonies 
who had never been acquainted v^itblhcup; 
but it was a huactage in some meaS|^re of 
the same hind; atul that is all lUa|j^|;|9',be 
intended hcjv. — 1 cannot think' 
should be rendered fiom above; as if the 
' meaning were, they had receiveil such 
, notice*^.>r demands from Jerusalem. 

J arn afraid (f y oft, Ac.) Some have 

J |erv#‘d, there was the greater reason for 
is apprehension, as the lixiog the time 
(lif the Jewish feasts depended upi]^ the 
firranid sanhedrim; so that their observing 


them would bring them into snclt an in- 
tercourse witli and dependence upon that 
court as might be greatly to the hazard 
of their jL'hrisliauity. 

fii ye The words 'f 

tipfu wi ifj.ii; are and, may,.,-' 

.reilJier signify, I I m as ye /trf.’ 

" Our traii'ilatiun takelf th^nadifi .the latter 
and tlieci'^it tnust express kis una- 
nxmitij Vritblb^ which' ho urges - os an 
nrguiiiorit for meir unammUy with hi in, 
and adc(‘tiuii to him. And as this suits 
the connection with the latter part of the 
verse, I have eN pressed that sense in the 
jparaphiasc; though seetps 



The npQstk^f^nds ih^9(^kt rgeewe4^hhn> ' ^ 

yehave iiot ityurpd bvit God iKifeh now tiaught iQc better; and that 
at ^1. hearts may also feci the power, of bis grace, vif^ 

' ‘ and every prejudice may be. subdued and rooted 

out^ 1 am soliejitpus that the purity of tiuit 
truth which I have learnt iq so extraordinary a 
' manner, and which I have faithfully pn;ached' 
among you, may continue with you. Keincm-. 
her too, that I am Paul your apostle and your - 
friend, for whom ypu have fornjerly expressed 
the highest alFecfibn; and ais, whatever iostabi- . 
lity you may have shewn as to some important 
doctrines which I taught yon, ye have not per- 
sonally injur all^ I can have no iil-Will 
to you, nor inclination to find fault with ^ 
you on my owiiik account. ^ ; 

15 Ye know how. Buty whatever change may be in you, I still li>' 
through innimity oi retain the same affectionate regard 1 inanilested 
the uuspci Iiuto >ou at my first coming to you, when I was 

It the lirst. treated by you with the greatest respect, and you 

esteemed yourselves happy under niy mrtasiry, 
notwithstanding all the disadvantages that at- 
tended it : for well know that I preached ih^ 
pofipd amo-ng you at Jirst, when yc were entirit. / 
strangers to the happy contents of it, in the in*», '* 

Jirmityoj the Hesh, and indeed with a great mix- . 
turc ol‘ weakness in my manner of expressing, 
m vipelf; which was the consequence of that dis- ' 
ord« r ill the whole system of my nerves, that w^as ' 
oc( :is.oned by the iSivelations I had t!ie honour ^ 
to reciM ve some time before I came among you : 

14 And my Aiutyri with respect to this viy tempt aUou that \4\ [ 

? itiuii which wiis in scaled iu my Jies/i ** (for a tcmptiuion indeed 


jjicftTalile, as more wrlghlv, copious, and with^iridrr respect, .when he could bear • 

&tnking, and indeed I think mure natu> such siiderings in VHkiluMtion or tluiduc* 

ral tuo; for it is ccrlaio many of them trine b? deli vercil.-v-Thu ajmstU* speaks '[ 

were much prejudiced against him (ehap.,^ of it as 'an infitmUtj and 
i. 6; IV’. lo,) whilnhe v,astnos,t tendetiy}' in which by the cflccl ilbad up- 

affected towards 1 hem. on him might render Ipith hi^ periior^ and 

h My that teas in my ^Pesh.'\^ his speech obiioxioii*’' to contempt, and 

What thQ^^j^t^hcre refers to must.ba\ e baVp « tendency ^'tnakc him dei-pu able 
beeiKso wellik'no^ir) to the Oalatiani^, eyes of otlfers ; agreetUile to’ which / ’ 

it was needtm'^ should give a particl^^r'he ^Isewlurt; mentioub it ns objected to. 
lair 'desc9ri|»liibh origin bis writing to him^ ihat hu liodil^ presence itas wakf njid- ’'.V 

tlwtn^— t>r. Ilammotidaod others explain bis speech wntempiiblc^ (C Cor. 10.) pod, ' 

it, of the per^cutio^'ferhich he suflered on the whole, there sceiiis to heso mani*- 

f'*r ])re loliiiig the gospel ; but ihcse could , fest a TCFemblancc between hi? represent-' j 
be no eaust .-.hy fhe Galatians should ing few/ifa/wu «« i/? /ifi /Tr-i/i, and what 
despise him, and were so far from making , ^e Says of the thorn vi t\\At was 

him eouteaiptible, that they must father given to humble him after the nbiunhncceg , 7 ^ 
to their receiving, him revrfathris, Ccr. xtl T,) that 1 Iran 



■ ' I \ 1*' ''s', ' ” .* ’ ' ^ 

5 A 'They then thought themsel^f kappy in his i^inutry ; 




H ujt 


it was, and sometimes threw me into greater my flesh, yc despised 
anxiety than it ought to I . - -- - ^ 

'however the consolation i 

' lyTu rgect [me] 

of it; but^ on the contrary,. struck with th^e im- 
portance of my message and those evident proofs 
of a Divine co-operation that attciidc^d it, yc 
received me as if I had been an angel (/ God • 
come down from heaven to you, [yea] with as 
much aifection and submission as it can he sup- 
posed you would have shewn to our Divine 
master Christ Jesus himself, if, instead of sending 
me as his messenger and ambassador, he had 
15 visited you in person. What was then your i5 Whrro ib \Uv.n 
felicity?^ and hg\y great was the sense you had bhssetincss you 
of voir happiness, upon your first receiving the 
. glad tidings of the gospel trom me, when such had bot'*! possible, ye 
achange was made in your Slate, and your hearts have plucked 
were under the impulse of such holy affections, "“.'j 
a^that you could not but congratulate yourselves to me. 
and me upon it? You cannot sundy have for- 
got it ; J'or I bectr you witness, that if [// had 
been] possible you could have done it, and 1 could 
have received any benefit by it, would even 
have plucked out your own eyes, and have given 
them to me, as a convincing proof of your alfec- 
/I'Uionfor me. And why should there now be ifi Am i tiipreimr 
such a change in your disposition towards me ? become ynm-cnem>, 
Am I therefore become yo\w enemy , or have you you tin 

any reason to account me such, unless it he be- 
cause I tell you the truth, and bear a faithful 
testimony to the urlcorruptcd gospel \\hich I 
desire to mairflain among jou in all. the purity 
ill which I planted it ? i 


i.»e no room to ^cruple why w^tWay j* d ^ “ benedictions did j’outhcn pour out up- 
t ike it for an of that iiH’morable.'J*^- on me ?” But howsoe'erl os Aoutdbo 

^’ircumsitance which must have happenv'd the consequence of thei* accounting thim- 

some lime before his preaciiio^ lii^t to sehes happ^ iu having; luni for their apos- 

y , the Oalatiaits, and was attended with tie, and tmiiig i us ti ncted in., the gospel 

, cousequeiiccs ns might still be by iiifli, that upon this 

in him, since it was not ren/wed bia^inui •>// ftim, lit testimony of ., 

itv ' hi^'|iesire to be delivered from it. 5ce the 4iigh regaid whitfh -thfey/ had for^ 
. on ^^.jCbr. xii. 7, Vol. IV. p. 472. hi"™ i u docs not^suil so well with the 

^ Hhat then your fetidly St)me original, which richer is esxpressivc of the 

t%Dnlh that* St. Paul here refers to the high sense they had dt" i heir ou:n happiness in 

; - 4pi|lgs which they speak of himself, and being enlightened by him in the know- 
. ^ IlyM** blesihig him for what he taught ledge of the gOsSpel ; for such appears to 
and Mr. Locke, would have it, that be^e proper meaning of the #ords /^a- 
, ' s^e of t^8t clause must be, “ What iCoipparc 
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17 They zealously 
affect out not 

ftell *. w? y they 
would* A 

that ye^y Jhett 
;thei5^v^ # 


IS ihit 7/ 7>good 
to be zoalMiisIy af- 
fected always in a 
good thin?, and not 
only when lam pre- 
b'*nt . ilh you. 


19 My little chil- 
dren, of whom I tia- 


)tt. hhfk' ' 

I do not indeed impute this alienation of af- 
fection wholly to yourselves; for I kndw that 
a great many dishonest artitices have been used 
to prejudice your minds against me, and there 
arc those among you who would endeavour to 
persuade you that they zeahusltf affect j/oUy and 
have an extraordinary concern for your welfare, 
\but\ are not upright and sincere, and what they 
aim at is not well^ as they are seeking to sub- 
vert the truth, and to seduce and draw you otF 
to their own sentiments; yea, they (juite 

exclude and shut us out from any share in your 
regards , that ye, may zealously affect '^i\A be 
attached to Mcw.,iand, having engrossed y 9 U to 
tlicinscives, they ‘may thus have an opportuni- 
ty of promoting their own secular views at your 
cxpence. But it is fit yon should remember, 
that [it w] good for you to be zealously affected 
always in that which is good for as the beau* 
ty and excellence of zeal is to be estimated, hot 
by the degree of it considered in itself, but fay 
the obicct to which it is directed ; so too the 
warmth of yOur affection towards an object 
truly worthy of it should beat all times equally 
maintained; and the sanfie fervent zeal which 
you have formerly expressed, ought to fie nia- 
nifi^sted by you,. not only when 1 am presei.\t 
•with you, but in my ab.sence too, if yon really 
think me to dcserye'your regards, and have in- 
deed received the truth in the love of it. 

What shall I say to you, dear little chil- 
dren^ if whom I hope 1 had begotten you in 
Christ Jesus through tfie gospelil (1 1 or. iv. 15.) 
I am in great anxiety of heart equeerning you, 
and am so earnestly solicitous you may be found 
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^ They wovhl shut us out.'\ Though most '* 
copies read it ikkKutch vfji.ai the S(rosC> 
appears more natural and easy, if we 
read w liither than you; and aa Uiere 
is 00 doubt bdt the apostle here refers to , 
..thO endeavours used bv theu- fal^e teaifchi;‘ 

' ers to uTienatc their t^flections from hin»- 
>:eir, ft may induce us to prefer this 
loading, which lias thd countenance of 
some copies, and upon' this account . is 
put by our translators in tlie margin: 

I I'o he ienUmty affected always in' ihai 
tphkh ts Ev either may refer 

-to or a {;oodjking, and may 


•be understood of their continuing ziatotrn 
in their affection, cither to himelf* <ir to 
the truth that he had preached. .15ut as 
the apostle had been speaking of himself 
in tile foregoing verses, he likewise seem? ' 
lo have still iu view the v^armth of their 
affection to him, when he was presnit 
with them 5 though he expresses it'ib a 
graceful way, with 'Jueh a Utituda, ai 
may include their /.eal for h’s dOelrioe, 
as well as for his person; and l hax*b> 
chosen, therefore, not to limit it to ‘ 
either in tlic translation. 



56 * ^le apostifi expyrsses- Mi great conterkfi>T ihdiiu 

$€CT< to.bave received tbe grace of God in truth, *sain, 

that 1 declare, with all the undissembled tender- 
of a most a^Fectionate parent, / travail «s < ^ 
ly it were in birth again^ and am in pangs about . ' 

' you, till Christ be fujly formed in you^ and I 
have the happiness to see clear evidences of the' 
prevalence of true Christianity in all its branches 
^ ill you, by wliicb it may appear you are renew- 
ed after the image of Christ, and are really , 

20brought to a life of faith in him. But since I 20 i atsiro to 
find you have lost so much by my absence, and present with you now, 
have unhappily been set upon by those who tbri^staD?! 

have took the opportunity of it to practise up- in doubt of yoii. 
on you, 1 could heartily wisK to be present with 
yon even fwu^ and to see causf to change my 
x;oice towards you, so as to speak to you in 
terms of greater confidence, assurance, and 
cpmplacency, than I now can; /oi* indeed I am 
in great doubt and in much perplexity about 
you; and though I do not absolutely despair of 
your recovery" and establishment, yet 1 am not 
without very discouraging appiMherisions lost, 
after all the pains that I have taken with you, 
the good eflectsof my labours among you should 
in a great measure he lost. 

P . 

IMPROVF.MEXT. 

'.|*crsc As the church in general was in its minority till the full re* 

2 vclation of the gospel came, so is every true member of it a 
: minor while he continues in this world, and is in many instances 

inferior to* some wdio have no part in fhe inheritance^ but the 
f time will come when, as an heir who is deemed of age, he shall 
be acluiitted into full possession; and it will amply and imme- 
/. diately repay all the abasements and mortifications of that state 
llii, in which the wisdom and love of our heavenly Father hath at 
^ \ present placed us. 

gfan^l foundation of thi^%one is that infinite*1ove which 
we can never Mifficiently acknowledge am} admire, evcjp the love 
/ of God our Father, iii senditjg forth So?i at the appointed, 
time., made ^ a womans and inme dkdeT the laiSy subjek^t at once^. 
y both to prece|)ts and its penalty, to redeem tii. when Mh were ,i 
, midcr it^^coitdemuing sentence, and to introduce us to all the 

0 viprivile^ of that Divine adoption which wc receive from him. 

. May cAch of us, in consequence of it, receive more and more 

of^at spirit adoption whereby we may be enabled to raise 

1 bursouls tp God, with all the holy overHovvings of genuip^/ filial 




arTection, while we daily cry, Ahba^ Father^ Send forth, O God; 

this Sfirit of thy Son in our hearts^ whatever worldly benefits vUi-; 
^^.and cjtii jjits thou mayest deny uS ; that we may thus rejoice 
“ in th^ assurjtnce lhat we are heirs of GdA through Christy aml^ 

“ niii^c able to glory in this, that the Lord is our inheritance /” 
know God, being delivered from the bondage of^ 
corruption, and from those idolatrous regards to the creature to 
Vhicli our hearts are naturally so inclined; let us acknowledge 
Uhcit it is because we rather have been known of him, and being 
Apprehended by bis grace, he hat Ir recdfvecl us into the number 
uf his sons, and given us the knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Josns. Let us act suit 2 \hly ’to such a character, and be solicitous 
to maintain the purity of that religtop by which we are brought 
to such exalted dignities aitd hopes?' And let our hearts be al- 
ways open to receive the truth iit the love of it ; not despising 14 
the infirmities of those that preach the gospel to us in faithful- 
ness, iK^r allowing ourselves at any time to look upon them 
our enemies, for the plainness with which they may tell us thei6 
truth ; whicli is sometimes the case with regard to those wbq 
might once liave becii ready, in the forwardness of their zeal a;ad . 
affection, almost to have plucked out their own eyes for mirtistets 15 
’ wlion^ tliey afterwards slight and forsake. 

Let.." labour after a steadiness in our temper and conduct, 13 ,i 
and lake bcid that our zeal be so guided as that it may centre **. / 
upon objects tr ily good, and may continue to act in proportion 
to tlic'ir excellci.cy , always suspecting those principles and those 
persons who would alienate our hearts from any of the faithful 17 
s(M*vants of ( hrist, liecause they do not ^grcc with oursenti- 
incnls about the circumstantials of religion. 

Hucli as the aposile Paul expresses here with so much tender- 19^, 2< 
ness will lie the desires of every faithful minister for the spiritual ' 
children which God hath given him; and where he sees reason 
to stand in doubt of any of whom he had oiT6e« good hopes 
through grace, lest perhaps he should' have bestowed upon them 11 ' 
labour in vain, it will give him adeepand a tender distress, and 
lie will, as it wc're, ti*avail in birth agahi^ till Christ be formed 
in them. liis very heart will be ill pain for this : and wdiat can 
be a greater or more worth v object of desire ? O that it might 
appear tiui^jChrist is formetT in the very souls of all that are cal- 
-;ted by hi^ Akme ! So would ministers have a firm foundation of . , 
i*' them, of hope towards God i'or that eternal hap- ' 

piness which can hnly he built upon Christ; upon Christ fornu'd 
m I'hem^ as the only ’»udl grounded hope of glortf (Col. i. *27.) * V: 
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Ail alkgory dratonfrof^^^ sons of AWaharti. 
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SECT. VIIT. 




• The apostle illustrates the subject of his foregoinp^ di{*courle bij an 
allegory borrowed from what is written of Sarah ondj^gar, 
(Old their respective seed. Gal. IV. 2\j to the end. V.nT^ 


GA^TIANS IV. 2K^ ivo, 

; 5 jicT. 1 HAVE been saying a great deal to take you rppLL me, ye that 
off from any further thoughts of becoming ^ desire to Ue un- 
to the Mosaic law : but if you still have ‘ the Uw 
^^al. any inclination to it, tell me now, ^e who are ^ ^ aw 
desirous of being under the do ye not hear 
and call to mind what is sa[d in the book of the 
law itself, which is so often read in your assem- 
blies ? I’here is a passage even in the first book 
of that sacred volume, which is very capable 
of. being improved to y6ur instruction, if you 

22 rightly enter into it. For it is written there, ^'2 For it is writ- 
(Geri. xvi. 15, and xxi. 2, 3,) that Abraham^ ten, that Abraham 
the great patriarch, in a descent from whom so had two son>; the 
many are ready to glory, had two sons ^ who, other '*v s free 
though equally related to him, were by no woman. 

means equal with regard to the blessings which 
tliC)' were to inherit : the one of these hu had by 
Hagar a bond-woynan^ and the other by Sarali a 
free-womyn^ whose name signifies a Lady or 
\ princess, and so may be understood as import- 

23 ing not only liberty, but authority. But there cs But he •who was 
was a great difference between them ; for he of the borid-wom.m 
^rcho was born] of Hagar the fond- woman y that Iielj^^batturof th^ 
i.s, ishmael, was born only according to Me, free- woman u'iv by 
and product^^iti the commo.*] order of nature, promib»\ 
without any particular promise of God, or any 

unusual intorpositionofbis poweraiid providence; 
whereas he \jvho was born] f Sarah the/pee- 
.comany that is', l.saac, by virtue of 

-V the promise^ when his pareifts were in the 
' course of nature absolutely incapable of produc- 
ing a child; and upon him tbe,peculia^ blessings 
of the promise were entailed, 

i NojJi^^ouid lead you to an evangelicaf*" vlhidH thingj^ 
.v ' of this remarkable and mystical 

i:: * dfiLQti'dhich contains many concurrent circum- 
5 amnees, so nearly resembling whau we now ob- 
l. with regard to the Jewdsh and Christian 
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a » an allegory : for religion, and the professors of both, that I can- 
ItL's! not but propose them to you as thirds that may 

in.rii them^ii y^inai, be profitably allegorized. For these two persons 
whirh gcrjiereth n> (H%gar and Sarah) are^ that is, may ' well be 
^ considered as representing, the two celebrated 
* V' .. or the two dispensations of the law 

and gospel, the tenor of which is so different; 
the one tliat waa delivered from mount Sinai^ is 
that which bringeth forth her children to ^ bon* 
dage, which is Ilagar, whose servile disposition 
\ and state may be considered as an emblem of 

■jj Vor this Agar is that less iiigenuous dispensation. This Ilagar^ 25 
inoijiii. Sinai in Ara- J sov^ whose name. signifies a rock, is a repre- 
j'ruvailullXTMw sentation oi^ those. are under the law given 
i:>, and is in bondage from viount Swatf^irC' Arabia in the deserts of 
with her children: which tho Hagarenes who descended from Ish- 
mael were settled ; and it answers in the allego- 
ry to the present state of the earthly JermaUm^ . 

^ which with her children is in a state of bondage ^ 

as being in subjection to so many ritual obser- 
vances, and uilder a sentence of wrath on thfe 
•• commission of the least wilful offence, which 

V hath the greatest tendency to produce a ii^ean 
2(1 Hut Jpn/'d^»in and disingenuous fear. But the Jerusalem^^' 
whirh\l\hc ^^bovCy Of that celestial society to which all that 

i)f us all. ' believe, both Jews and Gentiles, are come, and 

are unit(*d, under the n’ew and better dispensa- 
tion of the gospel-covenant,. the free mman, 
answering to Sarah in the superior character and 
state to which it introduces us, and indeed the 
mother of us allf to whom we as Christians do 
all belong, and by virtue of our relation to 
whom we not only are at present jn a more li- 
beral and happy condition, but become heirs, . 


» This Ifafrar, I say, &c.] ,The particle 
yao cannot here have its idathe force. 
Since it would be very injurious to the 
apostle to $i![)pose lie niyaiit to argue 
thti 9 , Mnuftt Sinai w Hagur^far this Uafinr 
in Mount must therefore he^re 

sigujify the sam^ with J sau, and onlrtn- 
tro^ce the repotitign of alhoujjht wliicli 
the upostle was dc.sir'otf 9 'to inculcate ; as 
it often docs elsewhere. “• Compare Rotn. 
iii. ‘2, and xv. ‘27. 

^ Jt-runa/cm uhnvp i* the J)ee-zcoman, < 
Xiihich is the inotlw: of us all ] Some havy 
tbouglu the upo.<>tle here siiG^‘‘sts an ar* 


gument to prove the liherty of the Chn^ 
liafs church ivooi the great numlnr of its 
chAverUf which would have rendered the 
ohsArvatioii of many of the Mosaic pre- 
cepts impossible: but that intimation, if 
inteijiiled) must have been vnry obscure. 
It.il^cre reasonable to Conclude that ho 
refefa to g/jwws of Cbristiauiiy, 

which, when compared with Judgism is 
extcrmely obvf^, and made it evidently 
lit, fnthe ilUsttvUi^n of this allcgtnyi 
consider Utefree xtfman, that ia, Sarabj^ jjefc; 
representing the church under this nobler 
form. ■ • ^ 





* the tm ^ispeKtMi&hi tne Ittw aM 'ttu @$spi^ , 

as^ Isaac was, of the pr6mis^s which was 
piease^ to make to our father Abrahanv, 

And there a passage irt the prophecy of 27gr iv: is writ- 
IsaialV, which may naturally sujrgest snch^^ a 
thought : Jar it is Written there/ with reference not; break ^orthjrbd 
to the greater freedom an<l .enlargement of the/ry* thou tfti. tra- 
chm*ch,iu the times of the Messiah’, (Isa. liv. 1.) 

“ litjoke^ and be exceeding glad, ikon barttn^ mo.e children than ‘ 
for a long time didst not bear ; break sbe which hath an 
Jorth into shigrng, and try aloud for joy, ^ 

thou wha didst not travail in birth : /cr such 
is now thy ha|)py state, that imany more are 
“ the children of the desolaie than of her vfho had 
an husband?'^ The children of the Christian 
church, the spiritual seed of.jho true Sarah, 
shall (as the prophet there suggests) be abun- 
dantly more numerous than those of the Jewish 
ever were; and what we sec at presei^t of its en- 
largement and prosperity may encourage our 
faith in the promises relating to its yet more , 


^Jor 'ith v:nitm.'\ Mr. Pierce iisis a 
learned and ingenious dissertation (at the 
end of his pnra;>hrasc on the Philippiaus) 
to prove that the apCistle here that 

Isai'ihi in the passage he quotes from his 
prophecy, points out the allegorical cor* 
respondence between tho Christian church 
and Sarah, on which he had been insist- 
ing in this section : and accordingly this 
critic renders tho«c words in vcr. 24. »74v» 
ffin «XX»iyc'4i^(a!y« xnhicU things are allegorii* 
cef, that is, are actually turned to this 
sense by the prophet; who, (as he says,) 
calls out, iu this livth chapter, to -.oine 
'luontin c(M«‘bratcd for having children after 
long hitircnness^ shew that sonuihmg 
lijic this should happen after the sulfcruigg 
■ and r«-surrection of. the Messiah, which 
had l>(‘eii foivtoid in the ljii<^. And ha^- 
irig observed that no person intmtio 'd 
•u the (dd Test anient can so properly be. 
adJiessed {n sm h language as Sarah, « l.o 
lU rcfejH-ot of children might he called de- 
soiatey whereas Hagar w^s the mai ried wife 
and nudheff he tliiuks it reasonable to e'an- 
clude from hciioe, that .she was rcfcrjr<?d, 
to by Isaiah, as .St. Paul, according to 
.him in this text.|r-But, nottoin- 

impropriety *f giving Hagar, 
only a slave and a covnthim^ the 
’TtiW'aCter and title of the married wife, in 
Siftjwsltion* to Sarah, Ibo principal uife 
oM undoubted mistress of the fuuiily, 1 


think the context in Isaiah, plainly shews 
that the prophet refers to the fvlv.re con- 
version of the Jews, and the incieave and 
prosperity of that happy nation after its ■ 
long rejection, as fd” exceeding what it. 
had known before in it.i most favoured 
state, (l-a. liv. 6, dr Jcy.y And thureforc 
1 woidil choose to explain this passa.s^e in 
St. Paul, as an allusion, rather than an 
argument ; which frees 'it from many oh- 
jectious and embarrassments to which it 
would othcnviscliave appeared liable. — 

If any bho'ild urge that suchgloisei arc of 
little importance, it may be sufiicicui to 
reply, that they were much in the Jewish 
taste, and that we may assure ourselves 
that the apostles were preserved from 
any thing m them which was not perfect- 
ly agreeable to the mind of the Spirit . — On 
the whole, l^.entircly agree with Mr. 
Chundlcr, thafilns part of the epistle was 
not intended to prove Christianity, but to 
iHudjate tho diflerent genins of ihtit afnd 
Judaism, and to shew tNt not all the 
carried descendants of AbVahatn, hut the , ^ 
offspring only, Vie re Aew, ^n 
according to the pj^pciples which the Je'iVji ^ 
theiuselvca readilfr admitted. SeeChand- 
Icr, of Miracles^.- p. iU5, 346. And l;r. 
Sykes’s interpretation agrees with this. 
Ooinpaie Sykes on the Truth of Chrib- 
lianity, p. 198, 199. 



•dayv "■' 

S8N0W Tsfc/ bre- :.,,^w,-to,anpl5r/whfit I have ‘fe^ faying to 

^ " dr^^::^ Ahrilmm, not accdWing ^to^the flesh, 

^ • bti$^a6 borh^ dte Spirit in viftuc 1^ the pro* 

* ' s ,- and are heirs of the hlessirtgs of the % 

/ covenant, wmtber yje be Jews or Ge^ites^in / ;i 

’ : consequence of our iS^ievIng hi Cbrist^aSid be- '! 

ing united, to hina; is the Ifeed in which it was ■ 
declared that alt the families of earth shall ^ J 
09 But a«! thep he be blessed. indeed the parall^' holds fiiN29 
that was born after tber ftill, in thi<Q&teect ; that as tlien he who M 

after^^fiesh, that is,.Ishmael, ih* 
ter the Spirit, even whose productfa^^tnere was nothing beyond the 
so u IS now. common course f>f nature ; mocked and derided , 'J, 

and so persecuted hhn [who was bb^ii] after the 
Spirit^ that is, Isaac, who was prodnce<;f tii® ' K 
spiritual seed bj’ the spcdal energy of 
miraculous pjower, evcji so [«V ia] mw ; the car- V- v 
nal Jewh, who are the seed of Abraham after j, 
the flesh, abuse and |>er^?cute Christiana, 
so Ncverthcifiis, who are Abraham’s se^ after the Spirit. Sit SO 
what saicii the srnp. g^ith the scripture in regard’to this? The* ' 
rbo'„V.21a»d(!^ <>''‘‘<='e^ correspond^t to the <;«e.te|w us, ' 'v- 
ron: for i!ie son fit’ for It there ioliows, fGen. XXI. 10 .) out V.; 

ih«bohfi- woman shall *t tkc boni'^xcoitmi and her insolent simsfortAe 
son of the*^ftwwD^ “ the bovd-uvimu shall not ikhirit wkk 
inan. , Isaac, the son of ike free-wonuiu f^ which 

• howsoever grievous it might seem to 'Abraham,: 

. . . when i\ was said by Sarafi, yet God hiiuself 1 

confirmed tlae sentence, and dirtjcted that it • 7! 
$hoidd he do«e** *n ^^0 faw^,Qer also shall >, 

the rfHieUiptis Jew^ be treated, who not with- • , 

^Ifcuiding ^eir hoasfad descent from Abraham, 
Sj^iJl^be cast oi|t. of tl^ church and family* of . 
(iSd, and sliall be visibly .expelled and (as it v 
were) tiiriK^d out of doors by him^ mock- '"ll 

’ ing was. fpr msulting tkosdr^om God - 

' . bathe^^iwb for.^'ooveiiatiurhjldren, and shall 

be permitted to be heirs of the promise . 
•'with them. ^ 

31 So then, bre- fhcTij unob the whole, my breth¥eny wesXu^k 
threw, we ^ that hriicv^i. ID Christ, Grc^ not children' 0/ the ' 'fc? 
: wolVn,' bui^oMhe under Subjection to. the servile 

free. ^7^' . pepsationlof the law; but we arc children <^/Au 

• Jrpe'^WotMk,fiif!i^ have the privilege of beinjjf 


noi be heir with the 
son of the frec-WD- 
wan. 




f 

tcct. called lAto a state of liberty under the spiritual 
silt. cotenaMot the gospel See to it, /4er^re, , v i stani 
'-^that >ou strenuously maintain the Fivdej&[“‘,5*»**X“,,ftJ 
.vast tteedoin you are oalied to, and, wiijulnv cbribt bikth made ub 
yielding in the least to those who are enoea* free, andbenpten 
younng to. seduce you to a subjection to the yokeT^nd^i^ 
law, let nu exhort you to Hand %n the h 
bttdj/ iohtieiLiih Chribt ha*h metit w? free ^ 
tGontend earnestly fbr th^^pUrit} and honour of 
that religion whtc^ he ham established, and be 
not persuaded to be entangled again xnith the 
y-^ke of hondiigL , of which you appear to be in 
daii^ei, from whit 1 hear ot Miir OncuiiStan- 
ces, and am informed of tM'^Titoper of some 
among } ou 


IMPRO\rMFMr 

Chap Let us not allow ourselves to cavil at a passage like this that 
^ we have now been reading, but submit to the authoiity of this 
divmel} inspiicd interpreter, who we are suie was enabled to 
' explain and impiovc scripture in such a manner as he, by whose 
Spiiit It was dictated, knew to be most agreeable to its spmtual 
^ desitrn ^ ^ 

Ctop Let us bless God, that we aie children of the fiec- woman , that 
we are so Imppy as to be called to so liberal and in jeinious a dis- 
ptnsatipn, and are not fettered with that joke oi bondaoe, or 
doomed to those servile terrors, which would have been so 
grievous, had we been left to them unsuipported by the grare of 
the gospel, and which would so much have abated out comforts, 
had they been incorporated with the Cbnsttan dispensation 
Well may we rejoice to hear in prophecy of the glorious iii- 
^ crease heie 'promised to the xburch. let us be thankful that it 

^ bath in part, been atsmomplishtd^ ai;|d let it invigorate our pi ay - 
ers for tne hastening that happy time, when the desolate shall 
enlarge the place oj hn tents^ and shetik Jalkh the cwttains of 
her habitations , when she shall cords^ and 

strengthen hei stakes, and, though long tossed uith 
. tempest i and not comfortedy she abaft see her pavement offati 
Lohur^y and her foundations of sappkpjps , her wumMpa shall be y 
^ made oj agate^y and ha^ gatoTtf caih^teles (Isa \\v, 1, 2, 1 f » 

^ ^ fn the mean time, let us guard against the di^m ft mous tempi^ , 
' of the boti^T the bond- womaOn against every tlwDg that liify ]qok 

Jk * ^ 

^ Thertfm ftand fasi in th hherty &c 1 Close of the fourth chapter in three ot 
^(Wesiiortattcm IB evidently grounded atepbeo*’ copies, which BeemB to be 
ho %\ua the ipQsUe hhd been saj nsf jjust mote proper than to make it, a<i we gp- ^ 
seems best to be connected neraUy the beginning e/l anothv 
wm It, aod t have Uierefore placed it at chapter 
^(hkeiid of thiB sectioa It is made the 



? 'i i’'- ? ^'■•■■l?^'^'/tf'U'ijl' 

like petsecuU^^r'&i^l^ht' inudi‘'beU^^u 
will of ^p<]» ehat wfestiiobra fi^m tli$m }||l&jin'g 

our souls upon die .of! 0 ^ 1 wji.icb shall 

accomplished Ini tfaeiraaBO^. ^^ lH 0 mav , all this' and 

gentlenesa be exercise^ in/ulT^^ist^cy With, that generous 
care to sund fast iti ^ liber^^jj^tewUh Christ faa^,m^e us 
'^ree, wHii^ih weowc te ourseive’^iuF brethren^ and^^urubi^rj^; 
and inde «4 owe to' the honour of our cj^ipou. Chrutiapity|;‘lui(l' 
to the rcgard'Ve should express ta him'' who hath broken the . 
wpke from our shoulders; who cannot be pleased to jee us 'vo> 
luntarily entangling ourselves with' it anew, or meanly lying 
down under the oppressive hands ofit^^ who in the abuse of 
His sacred name would presume ag^^to'hihd it upon us. 



Chap. ' 

V. h 


' i 


SECT. lx. 

The Apostle urges them more resolutely to retain fhe doclrfne qf_ 
justification by Dioine grace; and renaes his caution against: 
the e forts of those seducing teachers who had done so much to ,, 
alienate their minds from it. Gal, V. 2 — 15. ' . 

oAt. V. a. ‘ GALATIANS Vi 2 . 

.. JIEHOLD, I Paul J HAVE exhorted you, as children .of the pro- 
Tb t*i^' born, not of the bond-woman, but 

ouLifcjf* Chrll’t the free, to maintain your Christian libeityfi^and 
hbaii profit you no- guard against the encroachments of those .who 
would break in upon it. ’And I now .plainf;p' tell . 
you, that 1 particularly mean those Judaizing. 
teachers with whom the church ,is at present, so 
much infestied : in reference to whose tenets, , 
hold /, P^uiy whatever may have falsely beeit 
suggested of niy favouring their senuments and 
sometimes preaebi Ag.cirpumcision, expressly saj/ 
unto you f That if ye ^ who are by birth and edu- 
cation ^.utiles, submit to he circumcised^ with a 
depe^etice on the observation of those Jewish 
rites to which ye are jhereby obliged for your, 
justificatiqn before Gt^^^krist shall you 
' nothings aii^i|| that l^th ddim and suffered 
' “ be of no advantage to .yT^a : for if the whole 


’ , • ' '' '•'•j'. 'jV • *'#»••* <■ ' ' 

Paut ’Klmifilf in cifcuuwising imoifhy/ 
on the observation, &c.] Cotnmop sense .(Act^vi. 0.) ^And thia accounts for tfa^. 
plainly requires to tak^^^Jie Assertion indiferencc Mkh which he elsewhere; 
with such limits; whiohiii'«ISiar necesSB/y/sp^^ or cireutneision as availing no*' 
tQi^oncileit witbthchoj^^^allJevish/'tthjk.' S^chap.‘V, 6; vf. 15; iind I Cor/ 
^a^^}th'the’^d,ttct of .St. jr|i. W- ' 
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To such as stthM hejusti^fei S^/'ihe Soe. 


$&cr, coikOdcoce of tli<s »ool do not mt upon him for 
snlvatiof, he wilt reject those divided regards 
which are ofiertd tbnitii, am^iDterpret as ^ 

^ ah aflrout rather than an aceepmlh hotm^e. “ 

1 ^ud I repeat it as a point of the highest loi- ’ * t«tify 

portancL, which is agreeable to jijrhai I have al- ?,wumu““ 
ways proacbetl, and do now tnUj\f ofgv///z to tf^ry thai ba debtor u 
pai ticular ?/ian amonff you uho i thetf hole law 

15 the VKW I have just boon mentioning, with 
a dependence on that rue for justification, t at 
ht ts thereby become a debt ^ to do the u hole 
law for as cucutncision binds a man fully to 
obseivc all the other rituali of the Mosaic dis®- 

{ )cnsdtion, so will the tenet w^iich 1 now oppose 
eave jou under the ngoiirof that covenant which 
rcqinicd perfect and sinless obedn ncc*, and left 
every wilful tunsgressor under a curse, from 
which bj the law he could never be delivered 
4lt IS therefoie evident that CAji5/ ts beiowt of ♦ Chriit h become 
no7ie effect io such of yoUy but must have appear ^ 

ed and died in vam as to any benefit jou would irt ju&tihed bv the 
have by him, uhosoetet of you ate sicking to be n' a**® 

Ay the works of i/*e law, jea by this 
means, whateier your profession maj have ber n 
of a regard to Cbnst,^^ are indeed falUn /torn 
thcgrcire of the gospel, ond have in effect re- 
^nouneed jour expectations from it Fot ue SFoiwf* throui.! 
who aie true Christians, and have been savin^^ly h*l"*of"ughu 
enlightened in the knowledge of the truth, do, oubnessjay iaith 
thtou^h the influences of ihe Spirity whose gifts 
and graces aie so glorious r seal of the gospel, 
wait foi the hope oj nghu usne$s^Qx\d life, not 
on account of any claicn nr c tie we have to it by 
our obedience to the law, but by a sincere and 
operative fatih, casting oiir souls on Christ as 
condemned creatures who have no hope rtv |hem- 
selves, and trusting in the grace of Cod for losti- 
lication through the redemption he lias wrou^lvt. 

^ And herein we act according to true tenor ^ ^For lo 
of gospel, /f;r tn the dispensation of 
hj^hrt^t Jesusy to those who would obtainra^ 
vatfon by hinv^ neathtr ctreumetstoH atatktbany <!timdstiii, tr^fdith 
^ingy no 7 unttnumetstonj and no man will ei- woiitsth by 
ther be saved or condemned for being or not 
being circu;tnciscid , but our interest m the bless- 
ings of the gospel depends upon a sincere Jatth 
in Christ, uthtcA opaates by an unfeigned hce 






princf ptiir of bw«^i^H«rde,' tA'^^ipfd 4»'it|;^rj^ ' 
. ktiQvrn will^of ' W-; ., 

• ; fi^onilufig aqiy . itependeiice o» dipit .oifedieii^e,/ 

. how cORtpii^e Bpever it may «eea>»^ as.tbe mwl*'-; 
^ . toripus caase of oar aceeptance with' him. 

7 Ye did run well; |pbis is iim< genuine Christianity, and you 7 

who did binder you nnte reccivea U as sud)* and wpimred to bar up. • 
JIbeytbetSI induancB /gf-jt: in rqgaid to lafiich.I 

'k may say, Ve did once run zerctf at^our first set* 

) ting out in the Christian racej mnd'.seemed to 

exert' youfselves. in St very happy maruxer ; 

« then of ]ate has hinged you‘ from oiling the 

*' truth, with. thal^I^’— 


jidioess and perseverance 
which might re^hably have been expected , 
. frmn so hopefifl a beginning, and has turned . 
you put of the way in .which we were making 

8 This persuasion SO fair a <progress ? Of this I am sure, thatd 
iometk not of him persmsioH you now seem to have entertained 
.la ca e you. qf the necessity of mixing Judaism with ChristU 

. anity, and seeking justification in part at leaat, 
bv Mosaical observances, homes] not from him 
that called you into the profi^ion of the gospel 
nor did J teach you any s\icb lesson when I was 
< made the happy instrui^nt of bringing ypu^ to • 
the Christian faitli, b A hft]g;,e l^gcly and ^^rbesi^ty 

9 A littre leaven inculcated tjip cootrary. There wetd. ijbdeea5> 
cavenetii the whole secret workings 01 this pernicious piiiiciple 

which I now oppose, that early became visible 
giuong you ; and I find they havje spread in such 


lump. 


10 


a manner,, as to shew that a little leaven^ if k 
be suffers to continue, operates unseen, dll it 
cUlfuseth itself on ever^ side, and leaveneth the 
I have confi- mass. But havihg laid jthe marter thusiO 
beforf you, and warned you of the danger of 


>> FS»$h whkkoptr^les I'here i« 

SQQie dsgvee o| ambiguity in, the origirHd 


f Who hoik hiod^ruAyou r] It hath been 
obfervud'thatavJSffi^f is an Olympic ex- 
.expreiaioii, It /ywttfMW, ivhicti^if prsesion, ^awvrsHe tu t pnd it 

jlBliisdkleufbailoft^^iiprejRtly aigoifim comivg <tcms Me <mm 

.auenifir ekbe* mAirA vwMd vhiUr a per$op 1$ rHDAiag in it, in sueh a 

manner as io jostle and to throv him out 


jSOijfjr eitber. (tperfi(e9'*jeSA 
U er wooghit, in- 

|^f(Cteiidf^tf>; whioh lat- 
Simve pre%rred, and have 
takeny^casion rcomi bao^e to shew how 
^ueb tehviijif tends to eetabliah and per* 
ibet faiOi JBat I tbe.jvor^ iiiual' 
mtise, which l^ink to beantboiiacMlIw meane, AfiBie{r. 

of tbe .slams word, Epb. ui. m: lhai.j^aage> seat t 


of Uie w»y. 

, Aim tkfri raZferf you,] This ex* 

prl^ioti of hm ihai called, or yeu^ 
•greet sriib what be had 'used before, 
eheP' i« d i W ia4Mth places, it would 
Se^note',. ou 


-.06 t%e apostle wm so far from preach^ ^tettmeision. 


«r 


this leaven, wi^h tliat fideh^ and zeal tvhich 4eiicemyouthrougii 
»«• love to our souls and a regam to the honour of b^^nonc^otber'^ 
Chiibt rtquueb, 1 have thib tmjidence in wu mmded but he 

though thegiace of the Loid Jesus, on wbhm I trouWeth yoiu 

V. ‘ huniblv depend for the influences of his Spirit, 

and to whose blessing I commit all my endea- be ' 
veins, that ye mil bt no otheiwiie minded^ and 
entertain no other sentiments, as to what is ne- 
cessary to \ oui justification, than have been 
taui,St bv me but he that tmubleth yoii^ and j 

would p€r\eitt)roui imndsfrorn the purity of the 
faith, shall t ruiuly btai [At«] ^udttwent of de- 
served censpu iicri , ind. If be persist in fajs evil, ♦ 

of wiigl]t> < n emnation hereafter, whosoever 
he be C o(l will judge h m at last for a con- 
duct iiki tiiid, and in the mean time he has 
reason to <i])pu bend myaiHmadveiting upon him 
with that apostolical authority which some of 
myadiersuKs have found to then cost they 
were unable to icsist (Compare Acts xiii 10, 

1 1 ; I C or V 4, 5 , 2 Cor x» 6, 8 j xm 10 , and 
I Tim i 20 ) 

n I know there am Some who have insinuated, 
as if I in>soIf favoured the vciy principles else 
where which I so much ^oppose amoi)» } 0 », 
but / leave it to you, my brethruiy when >ou 
consider the tieatment I have met with iioin 
these zealot*?, to judge if the contrary do not evi- 
dently appear ion/ 1 yet pi each the necessity 
6f lu cumemon, and insist upon submitting to it 
in order to silvation, why do J ttill suffer such 
grievou« pel secution^ as it is vident to the whole 
world 1 endure, by the iiiahce Of the Jews, who 
an evciy wbeie endeavouring to raise, not only 
pi ojudn^es, but tumulfs against nae ^ Ihc n surely, 

« Jfe that tre eth pou $haU 
jutlpmeri, tuhraie^piT Hm be \ S&me 
that the apoitle b^re refei^ to one parit- 
t leer man, who ^as more* forward than the 
rest and had been < biefly lostrumchtal in 
Corrupting them, but by h s adding at Uia 
close, wAoipeier te 60 , he set ms to in- 
tend it Bi4i enerar/ dechratioa , w^ch 
liest ajpMws mth what follows in 
and wbaft he else wheie says m this epistle, 

Htberc he speaks aiVays of their eduang^ 
in the plur4l number (Sce chap 
r 'tjiv 17, >1 12,13) iljadwhenhe 
|bus declares, that iDkosoner he be that 


11 And if bre 
thi n if l\ctprL'icU 

ir imcis )n wh} di 
I jetsuOer ptrs»ccu 


troiibletb tb«^ he shall hu judj^enl^^ 
though s^mt would understand this only 
censure vbich ihe chftreh should pass 
or ot the fnatUhmeni he 
sSpv when $t P««l epme to ege 
apodoheal which hfc. 

Veral infttancea’tibitvhernf^^U^note 1 
1 Cor IV 21, Vol IV p «§4f) y^St la 
reasonable to extend it to the sAleipn a - 
count he ithould give to God, and to the 
iondetHnaiwn he cliould certainly receive 
if he persisted m the endeavours he 
uspi^ to sobiert the truth 




which tfoubJe you 


foi biethron 


«ith 

, w j, - - S'«P* 

j^e tWttbe apostle (who understood it 
so well, and cultivated it si much) 
should mean by this to intimate that he 
wished them dead, or wished that any 
Ik hlj evtl «j|re inflicted apun them by 
iuman violjft0e« All arguments there- 


tiht het whhe^ihm ctd ^ 

tion? then IS tte of- jf it be troe ihu i agifeemtbili^ q& 

Swed!^^ the, cross ^nce tak^at the dourin^'^'^ral^ation by |JC J 

^ a 09S of Chmt u ceased ; and tn etfect I gjve 
• . 2^ that which J have been so long contending 

for, and thej bate as eagerly been strugghbg 
12 I would they &g<tinst But I am SO far from agieeing with 12 
were eren cut off tfiem, that j^coiild wu^h they weie even cut off 

entirclj from the commufnon of the Christian • 
church, and cast out ot it as unworthy members, 

%iho thus unsettle voiir minds, and dutwbyou/ 
bj so man} false suggestions and irregular me- 
thods, as doindeed well descr\c such a censure. 

7’his might be a means of lestoring to the 13 
jc bd < i) til railed church that peaOe^vhich is so agreeable to the 
nnto hbtrty, only piuYciples of ouf Common roligioii and calli ig, 

0 a.i n to the ticsh, W It muirfcst, mj b) eth) di, ha-e been 

butb) b\«bPr\eonr culUd by the gospel ioiibetfy and fieedoin from 
^“°^***^* the bondage of the Mosaic (etemonits, only 

sci to It, that ye \j}buse] not this libnty for an 
ouiismi ot unwanantable indiilotncc to any 
iirogulai appetites of the fleshy as it we wereuct 
fiee fiom the observance of the moral precepts 
of the 1 iw , and remember, that it is not only 
consistent with that liberty, but gieatlv subset-* 
irient to it, that ye shoulcflook upon yoursches 
as bound, by the exercise of the most coi dial 
1 1 * lor ill t M* 1 iw mutual iovd, to se?ie one anothet , For all the 14 
fiiidJed in cue IV, tb which we Christians have any con* 
xrl'shait io?e*Un it relates to our fellow-crcatuies, 

n ighbourasthjstlf Is fulfilled lU the observation of onewoid or pie- 
cept, [even] tn thi\j Ihou sbatt love thu neigh^ 
boiu (79 thi^sclfy and treat him, as in a c uinge of 
« circumstances thou wouldst reasonablv expect 
15 Put if ye bite and dgsire to be tieated by him Bu^ in- IS 
and lev ur one ano stead of Cultivating the^c C hil'^tian and humane 
yo%’c‘ n!rt s^flments, ye indulge a hcrcc and savage dis- 

one of anotber, position, so as to bite and devour one anothcf , it 

will be necessary to take heed, that ye be not dt^ 

Vk ^ / ctmld msk they uers even ait £ote which arc drawn from this text in 

It by1|tic||;|eaiis agrees with fatour of permuting princtpl » must bo 
cM!lOTiBtianiti( , t? sup* very inconclusive But when we con* 

^ the partic lar circi mstanecs in 

wwicb these seducing teachenr opposed 
the aposUe, it wdl appear that they Very 
iV#)l fleserved that eeefes aUicai fttutrre, 

Wbu^, according to the paiapbrajte, be 
herewuhes tobe pronouncedagainstther*^, 



his^^nro^ed one another^ aft wild beastft sometimes 
worry one another till both nre^ skin at least n 
1% ceitdin, that by these mutual contentions 
V ^5 take llie readiest way to disgrace, and so tar as 
in you lies lo oiertbiow, tfac religion to which 
}ou jjiofcssa legard* 


Uefiectiof^ on onr abHgdthns to maikdt Uoe. 




1MPR0\ LMPNl. 

How awful IS the supposition which the apostle makes, e\cn 
with regard to those wiro had distmgnisthed themselves by so 
xi^alous a piofossion , to those befoit nho^e eyes Christ had be n 
tvtdentlj/ Sit foih as ctuujedy {ch*ip in l ) and who would once 
lia\t been rtatlj to hate pint ked out then own tyis tor the mi- 
nister that preached him to them, (chap iv 15 ) that lie should 
sp( ik of It with re*?ard to such as a po<»sible case, that on the 
Ver 2 whole Chiut vnstht piofit than nothins^ t Let our souls dread 
the Uioijght of being in the number of those to whom be should 
^be thus uujirofitaldc 

How heavy wi I our arc^iint be, and how deail} slmli we pay 
for tlu amuse i entsot the sublimcst knowledge, or the most san- 
guine hopes wl cntcitam, if this b( the end of alP That we 
mav none ot ns be so unhappy , let us be \cr\ careful that we 
4do not th nk gl seeking jusutication bv th( law in such a man- 
ner as to tall from ^lace hut, as no right or title lo it can be 
'>obtaimd but b\ an interest in Christ, let us through the Spirit 
wait for the hope ot riglu< ousness and life, by fiitli in him 
Alay the blesst 1 Npnit of God toim and support m out minds 
such an hope wbic i if it he thus forme I, will never make us 
Tashamel (lion y ■>) let us theiefore be animucd by it, 

' and it It hrst wc have lun wdl, let us alwi>s consider the dis- 
jiatfli we ma\ have made tireadv in otti Chiistiaii lace, is an 
excitement to farthei vigou , ratbei than an cucoiu age merit to 
indo'cnct an I sloth 

6 Let the Spiiit wliK h these and so marmr other parts of the New 
Testament bieathe, teach us., to moderate our zeal about circum- 
cision and uncirciimcibion, about the rituakjhid externals of le- 
1 gion, and to cultivate more and moie that ikith wbiofa operates 
by love, anil tfaeiefore WiU expiess itself by keeping the tom* 
mandmenis ot God 1 his will engage us, by the and mo^ 
gene ous principles, to serve one amther^ in our truest interest^ 
and lo ^&ljSl that i^al law vvhicb is lOtiiprefiSfxded lO 
i^inipQitaiu wokI, 7%u shalt jkte thy ncighboui us ikysefj^ 
iy vfe‘hive not as yet attait^ to perfection m this excellent 


grace, suie there is roouifojr nevV atiammeOK, e'ven m the best 
£t^tO, hoW lamentably debcient are the generality of Christians * 
yea father, how scandalously and how fatally liath tBe opposite 





priticiple 
which Otir 
ample, the cpntr^ princjiple^ofj hatr^ 
triumphed (a sucti'iii degree^ as £6 tura ti^e church intd a camp 
of warriors, or rattier (as it may be called) into a theatre o*f wild 
beasts, vyhere they bare been worrying ope another almost to 
death; yea in manj( instances^jbhing and devouring one another,' 
till they have actually been destroyed one by another. us 
take heed, after all Christian and the protestant iiitert^st ’ 
^ hath suffered by these fatal divisions, that we do not* catch the 
^contagion, and bear.Qur part in so common, yet so pernicious a 
mibcliief. It; is a^^ureading evil, and a little of this leaven often 
diii'uses itself oveAbe whole mass; but nothing is more mani-9 
fest than that it is^a persua$iott,^«rhich is so far from coming 
of him that called-us, that it is indeed the most direc^t violation 9 


of his distinguishilig precept. 

Let us remember that the time will come, when he that trou."]( 
blcth the church, either in one way, by unscriptural impositions, 
to whicli the apostle here refers, or in another, by an unreason- 
able stiffness about things indiftcrent, will certainly bear bis 
judgment, whosoever he be. Let us therefore rather choots^ to 1 ' 
suffer persecution than to share in such gui^lt ; and be continuaily 
praying for that Divine wisdom which Uw7teach us so to bear 
afflictions as not to increase the offence Orfhe cross, and so to 
stand fast in cur-diberty as not to abuse it for an occasion lo gra- 
tify those irregular passions^ which, to whatever highvi^ismal ir 
they may pretend, are indeed, to be traced no hj^^ir than a 
carnal principle, and to be numbered aniOng the ^fks of the 
flesh. ' ■ " 


SECT. X. 


lie exhorts the Galatians to a conversation suitable to the dispenr ^ . 
sation of grace which they had received^ andy warning them 
against the several vices of the fleshy recommends to them 
habitual practit^^f the graces of the Spirit ^ and presses them 
in^parlticuhr to purity y spiritml^tyy and mutual love » Gal. V. 
16, to the end. 







GAtATIANS V, 16. ' , 

;i HAVE beCT cautioning you against that coOt 

^ttespfait, . tenrious which is so great a reproach 

to the pi'ufessorf^.oF Christianity, aud xeudsso 
much to' di^triment of our common faith., 
Butf «;ffectoaI)y guard you agdnsc' 

tliisatidevef^.oth^eTil/Ihavea cbargeHo'gH‘0 
you, and in. one word I say, fValk in the Spirit, 
and at all times endeavour to conducrj’oursclves ' 


7<J ^ ^ oppoOtim to the tmrkmgs o/the jSterA. 

< 8 tt. tender the inAuencaa of that blessed Agent^ Jtt 4 v shall not 
3 t, and Id a way agreeable to the new iiatuie HSjt 
bath given e^ic^then ye mllnotJulfiL^e 
luHoJ the fiesky but notwithstandingthe remain- « 
clerbof coriuption in jou, j<»t by nis powerful 
suggestions, and by the gracious aids that you 
receive from him, you will be happil} preserv- 
ed from the predominancy of carnal and irregu- 
lar appetites, so that the work of mortification, 
and all the exercises of ti ue godliness, will daily / 

become more and more easy and familar to you ^ 

juj And this pre< aution is absolutely necessary in 47 i tur ac i. 
present ciicumstanees, hy reason of the conti- i>feuth isram \ the 
nual contest that there is between the flesh and 
opillt in the niKVVeci soul while you ait th «5e arc lontrarv 
here in the body, the fltbh is lusting on the one tht on t iht* niir, 
hand, and hath desires conttaiy to the motions amotdo 

and dictates of the Spinf^^ or of that gracious uould 
pnnciple vchicli is communicated by the Holy 
bpiiit in Ins legenerating operations on the 
heart, aud^ on the othtr hand, the Sjmit [hath 
desnes] ^^ov^iaiy ip the appetites and inclini- 
tions ot fht fit A, of that piinciple of coi 
roption which is introduced by sin, and th^, re 
inauis o( VI Inch aie teady to exeit their influ- 
cnc in the re^cneiate, and then two principles 
uiL directly opposite to each othc) both in their 
natuieand tiuir tendency, so thatj upon the 
whole, yt do not the ^hirn^s that ye xtould, and 
are indeed incapable of doing them without 


* The fie k h 4 xth de tres contrary i 
Sjv t] M It w plain, that by the fi 
irht^h d the «anio with i^hdt the apo 6 
^fitewherf calU the body of m and the old 
n»n (Fom t>), we die U understand 
thit nitu c(l CO upUon and depravit 
nhicb 11) the ruIiiiK , iiu^ i( le in « sUie ot 
flat ire, and h ib > far iqfocteo all ibe 
faculties of man, >h it e\ea the regenerate 
arc troubled stiif with the remainders of 
« it slid (iiid rt woikmg in the motions of 
trt^eihng an witbin them so b> the 
which IS here $et in opposition to 
1^ and iH e ^ j fe | p re eifprcssed b> Ifu nelo 
itfm that 4»'p)t on hy such as arc 

vtth^ ynnf (if their mud, (Fph iv 93, 
arc to understand that ufiernaiurat 
(tf grace which M imparted from 
ab^vp to the renewed soul to overcome 
pasfdoae of the carnal mind, to set os 


free from the domini n ofoui lust , an 1 
to inspire u w itli a k i r t > lu linrss, ^ hi< h 
Piunc an I heavenly pniiiiplc hi mg 
communicated us h\ thi Holy Sj r i, 
has fiequently the title uf Ui ^spirit giv t n 
to It, as It phyiilj tl e cflect and fruit 
of It, for tnat Hdjfch i born ^ the ^pint is 
Spmt (John idtfo ) — And there is such 
8 contrariety m these two principles, that 
thej^jta^ oontinua^l y opposiM one another 
]» tpi^devues an i tendimSy, so that (ab^v 
the apostle adds) ye^do not any il^ng ih(A 
ye fMuld (for so it ^ espi eased Ml the om 
glnal, and not ye tannatdOf do 

them not without doing violeoca to the 
opposite principle that would be drawing 
yon another way , which is agreeable to 
whatUie apostle elsewhere says, Rom vi i 
lSt,i%r the g/ood that J woutd^ Jiionoi, but 
the evil tehtek I uould net, that / do 



W ars 

)our ov'ifvbatr&ig'y •Hbihr-tiie deuriM bf 
oatarCy or th^ BobWr dictates ei ao enli^ttined ssAi 
. sanctified Spint. Novr soridy tiiav^ 

easily judge, since oilenf these tfiOst be iqiposea,' 
and one only can be pleased and pursued, to 
, which of them the preference is to be ctveo 
18 BotifyebeUd j^ut, for youl encouragement to a Wise and iucp. |{) 
faw’'* P} 1 “j W remembei. 

that if ye be led by the Spirit of Goa in the paths 
oi evangelical bojiness and obedience, and act 
according to that near and spiritual nature be 
ha*» formed in vou, in the prevailing bent and 
* tenor of your fives, ye aie mt then undei the 
condemning sentence of the /att’, but are in con<- 
sequence of tlii^ entitled to every benefit and 
{privilege of the gospel , 

iQ Now the Morkfi And a farther argument will aiise from con- 19 
mfest ™rc different tendency of these punci^ 

’AtUiu/} foi^ pics, and the effects or fruits of which they ate 
1 ) itioi), Sncitan- pi od active, on the one band and the othcu 
lasciviousness, AW, as to the former part of the view, the mrks 
of the flesh aie very obvious and manifest 
uhich are such as [Mm *3 Adulteiy^ a prime to 
be conside icd as in the first rank erf enormities, 
as tending so directly to embittet conpigat life, 
and to introduce confusion and tuiii into fami- 
lies, foinicaitonyyfhichj how hght^^ever hea-^ 
thens may make of it, is in the sight of God a 
ver} grievous offence, as all UHilca?tnus and 
immodesty of behaviour, and all lasciviousness 
in every kind and act of it, must also he, though 
fools who make a mock at sin, mention these ; 
things III sport rat^r than with dite&tatton 
20 Idolatry, witch- Jdolati likewise proceeds from this corrupt prio-- 20 
ciplc, as It inclines men to choose some sensible 
object l^r their devotions, and often such an one 
may patronize then most incgular pa.ss«0ns» 


^ ITu mfh qf ike flesh ere rnu^e^t J shofuld be) for tliat nainral mrstpitm 
Aa some of" the fruits which are here spe- which in the note hefere i^ said to W'O 
cihed> seem to consist rn errors of the infected all the faculties ot man, and so 
-and others are the product of an eittends to all the powcis of the mntf aa 
dvtl disposition of ^inf, it has been wdil as to Iheappetiteeof th^ ihcre 
thoufcbt not easy to perceive with what is no diffl ulty in astribiog each of tbe 
propriety they are called teorils ae flesh, partlculai s here erip derated to iJItflt 
and Dr Whitby offers several Consider- itncMdent they all protect from M 
ationa to account for it But |f the ttesk corruption by m< ans ot wbirti sien mmt 
|i0 taken (as it appears from hence it end coitKience sr lit 15 



^2 * 4tt accemt ^ marks q^the * 

Hsssrt From,benca is bUo viUhetaftf* whereby de&- '"ft* hatred ran 
Jt perate wretche^are led to attempt an express 
J'v^ii^ociation wah in^^rnal spirits^ lo order to gra- tions heresies, 
tify that matarnant disposition gf mind wbmh , 
e\ciUb anti arms them against those who are 
regarded h\ them with an e\il eyt and to the, 
saini oiignal are owing itnpiacabic and bitter 
enmitds, outiageous strifes wd quairelb, inor- 
dinate tran^po)ts of ill-placed and ill-piopor- 
tinned sea/, deep / treasured up in the 
mind, clamorous tonitniions vented with eager- 
ness, and obstinately eairied on, together with 
the keen divimm of a patty spiiit^^ among ♦ 
those who ouglit to be united in one interest and 
afieetion jea, sometimes these ill principles 
proceed so (ai as to produce seditions in 
atatL, ind htums aNo in religious communi* ^ 
ties,* wind] probssing Christiana are in- 
duced to scpxiiatc irom each other, and to form 
sects, who, instead ot maintaHiing tiue candour • 
and bone\olence, icnounce and condemn each 
blether To this corrupt bouioe we aie also to 21 rm^iug 1 
tiace tljc man) e??vyf)igri^tf.haic so cominonl) 
to be seen against the prospeiity and success of 
others , and bomctimcs tnui der^ too, contrived 


^ If t ha^ftr} I know some would 
rrndei the m^ocq txi *pt.i i b t 

1 think t I ith j j»tKc Mr Teijth ha^ 
a)i4erv4ril thatthiii iscompreh nded under 
the w ord vrde t , nor is tht re any rc-ason 
tahfe]ie\e ihtf efh so partieularly incln - 
ed to this ffwe kvt f ot r/w der to 
reason f« r bpecif^ mg it ralhet than 

It i"* certain that, on licount iT 
the drugs made usf of in 

comp sition**, this word is often 
vad to express those praetict.** in which 
cmf n tors with t ^ e ^ul gm wrrr 
were belli. red and intended to which 
jfahethtr thc> hod bad not, that real 
jishndaltion which his s^enmlb beeirba* 
}>e «d») It IS well knjwn the Genifleitfi 
4 < 1 III the imoxt learned nations, were^ 
* (>ty much addiotcd as Mr estioii tuis 

S vh al large lo the 7t}L chaptee of his 
f learned treatise 00 the KejeeiiOD tfC 
Miracles 

^ iiUpnohi iif a par^y jfnnC ] We rew- 
^ Hrji^aoTMi setUtton , bpt as that rather 
a fiate a met and the orifinal 
jp<Qfd migsmore fimera), 1 choose t3 ex- 


press it by i ^ iphran snfficicnMy dn 
tinguj&hibh from the other e\i!s here 
ment oti<d, ind ten ling n iturallv towards 
those heresies mentioned in the ntxt arti- 
cle, as ( understand it vet, as seditions 
in the stale art great cmU, and the word 
expibbsdibpobiti >ns It id 
mg to them, 1 introdi ce the mentioif of 
them ml the paraphrast 

« Umies 1 The proper signilication 
of iereriM heie stems to be what I hive 
bneHy exptcs^Ui the paraphrase and 1 
must hd|| leave t^ireft^i to v hat Mr Hal let 
has written upol^J^is subject, as tontam 
ing the reasons'' afhich have determined 
mt to preftr It for tbgi is by no mf ans a 
pnp^plaeetodissjuis a su^^tso much 
contmi^ed Vat 1 doubt nol but here- 
4W, m the tcdeitoftscid sensei «s distin- 
guished from what I take tobe scrip* 
Inral may i^enerallv be said 4o bn mrks 
pf thi flosht as had inclinations of Inmd 
natariilty lead to bod opsnioas, Md to *> 
haughty and ftctiotis manoar of ebtrud 
log tern opon others. 



4ets, drAnken»*rt, ^nd n^DOtnited 1>T those nbosa pM^O09^ 

)7kV oUhe'whicM clash ig web a dlegrt«, that nothi«i less 

tell you before, (18 i ttflui tbfi desttoctioti ot the aniBgoitiA Cdo np- 
hait aUo tjid jsui in pease the rage, ^nd, to complete the csftaieeae, 
*rh’io',’aJ?AhS kinds of Irregular selMnduIgpiice, and par- 
sinii not nhentthe tictilariy diunkenneus^ that smks a man into a 
kmodom of God ^ beast, and those disorderlj and gluttonous 

by which tlie rational povvers are*m a 
great measure extinguished, or at least rendered 
incapable of performingftlien offices in a proper 
ittanmr These, and suth ate the works 
ot the flesh, conterning aA/<A/now solemnly 
foimaiH as I also foimoly decla^td 
for >our bccurtty when I w*ih"|>ustnt with \ou, 
that they uho pmctisc mch tlungSy whatever 

* ffiAi pietend tor tbt t xtcinals ot leligion m 

any oT the f oims ot it, shall not tnhei it th kinq^ 
dom of Oody or bo admiticd to the possession of 
It, and are indeed so tai ttom ha\ing any title 
to be numbered among Clinstians, that they 
shall sooiKbe disowned, ai'd turned out of that 
place winch they hafe i^ iif»ht to hold in the 
church, uith lUst mtatny at|d detestation ^ 

Tilt the flint f Such, I saj, are the fiutts and tendencies 
lie S) 11 1 IS I I , the flesh iut the blessed ftuil af the Spnii^ m 
frinr* "*'0 “«* govtuud b> that gruciooi win- 

ioodntsb, faith cipit which lb derivtd 4roni him, ifiomething 
quite ot a difleient natuii , for this, wbcreserit 
hath imptegnated the mind, |produces the ami- 
able dispositions of undissenlbltd loxe and holy 
/aV, of univeraal benetolenct of heart, and of 
thdtchecrlul tfemper which is natural Ij conuect- 
evl with It It engages us to tultu lU piaie witU 
all men , and where we meet with injuries and 
provoc'ationb fr niariv, to bear them with much 

• tanig ufet ing, liefore wc enter into any conten- 
ttons about them it forms us to genfUnesji in 
the whole of our conduct, and inspire s a tcndei 

t Rewlf nfis ] Kwjuo , or retn»l/ itfisn uitb other n tous excewes But tliou^h 
amini; Oie Omkv (is Mr I eke ob tht lieatUetiB lere n tonouslv sddicftrt to 
serves,} tvere a dis irdei ^ xpi.iidini; of l»a ad e\ idence 61 the preraihog 

“ the night in leastiti ruh i Itceni its power f ct ptton, and it were wtsil the 
* indulging to wine d ch er, m isic, couse lutnc^b of 1 1 ere more Idtd to heat t* 
dancing &-C ird in this ens^ the that among th we u ho bear the name of 
word H iKplained b\ He \ funs ami Svi Chnxtian an> shoul I make it a divert 
da;^ W( meet with it bit t«iCT> else- sion to resemble tbt m in such lodulgeft^f 
uhere (P m Xiii I , and 1 Pet i\ 3,) ces, andi i bt ashamed of runnjpg to the 
and m both places li ib joined, as hexg, me ejfes of nol 






74 Thof that ai*e Chmth haie cruc\fit*d tdit flesh 

srci^ caie tiiat we maj not, by any thing rough and 
overheat ing, grieve and in|ure bctoie we are 
it excites us to such arts of generous 
as our own cncumstanccs may afToid, 
and those of our neighbout requiri it is also 
the Spirit ot truth as well as of love, and leads 
us most stuctlj to observe fidelity oi good 
faith and uprightness, in all our dealings nei-* 
ther HI an} instance imposing upon othc rs, nor 
failing in any ot those engagements which it is 
23 in our powt r to fulfil It teaches us meehiess^ «3Meckncs tm 
, c^en when we are obliged to reprove others, 'loau'* 

or otherwise to arumadvert^upon them toi their 
faults and, with regard to the government of our 
corpoteal appetites, it dictates the strictest tern- 
pet ancCy that we ma} neithcrc\cted in the quan- * 
tity nor the kind ol our food, or in any*other 
indulgence of animal nature These, as jou 
plainly see, are most excellent dispositions, and 
a^aiti'it ii/tA \thingf\ as these therp is 710 lau , 
thi y hive so inanitesc and evident a gpodness in 
them, that the} nevei* wete forbidden b} an} 
human institutions^ and tho>e who m the gene- 
ral course oi th< ir lives pi actisc them, under tht 
influence oi tins Spnit, shall!)} the ^lace of the 
gospel be^diliKicd from the condemning sen- 
tence of the Dn me law 

C4- jfnd this IS now, upon the whole, thethaiac And they tin 

tei of all tiue ( hristians, for they uho indeed tie!rtht fle^sb 

are Chisfs^ they who have received his Spiiit, with the iffcction*? 

‘ and whom lie will finally own is belonging to and I ts 

^ lum, huxe tticified tht fit^h all inegu 

* guUt pa bions and dtsitiH^ and doomed it to i 

♦ slow and painful, but to a certain death , as if, 
like e le that is cruciiied, the bodv of sin were 
fastened to the ciooS], and left toi piicuponit 
and d is tluv do, out of love to the memor} of 
their erucilitd i ord, b} a continual legard to 

/ ] Itisols ned in n to •, Oil 10 And thou h it ^etierally si^tudct* 

Bfal xxiti % ,(VuI II p Si4 that the the gri e ijX faith ^ th*. mt fidence np el 
vrordii has und btedly thw sigm* tn an ihi j et whore we Hiul it joii e 1 ns 
Ovation in many other pla et> So ne in tlic place b(.f it aith ether I 
Vatty unriirctand it of th< Ja thfu tess of virtues, it may 1 lather taken t d n tc 

* or his /<//}// tu his pn mi c» Kotn f lelty See Mat xviii ^ 1 lim n 

nnd wf ei( itib a| 1 1 cd t> ( 1 , si 11 2 I in 11 ^ , it U end 

fUpressU 1 mki iflti v lit 1 } c\ 11 I ) 



A cMUon agqitistipfidfi /■ ‘ ' 




?.■> If uc live in the 
Spirit, let 


:1 


whom tb^y are animated strenuously fco perse- 
vere in so self-denying a resolution* 

7/ therefore wt profe^ to live in the Spirit^^ 
uaik in the snirit^ nVofoss to be members of the Christian 
churcb, ^3.ve that inward principle of 

’ Divine life which is produced by. the Spirit, 
and continually' subsists on communications ;• 
from him, let us also make it our constant care, 
in tonsistenqy with such a profession, to walk in 
the Spirit j in a regular and orderly manner, tak- i 
s ing every btep according to rule and under bis - . 

'2(5 Let us nohbe inHuence. And alter all our care, as it is only 26 ‘ 
»''«.grace that are wliat we are, let m not. ■ 
aiioliMM, envying one vani-^^I&rtous^ ot conceited of our own eil- ^ 
dowmentii or performances ; provoking one 
th'et to mutual ill usage by a contemptuous car-V;,: 
fiage towards any whom we consider as beneath^ 
us, or secretly envying one another for any ima- 
gined or real advantage which our brother may 
possess and we desire : but rather, with an un- 
affected humility and true benevolence of heart, 
let us rejoice in the happiness of others, and 
(?ncleavour to promote it iip; the utmost of our 
power, « 


anoUii'r. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Let ns learn to consider tins our mortal life as a state^df war- Ver$e 
fare in which we are to be always struggling with ene(nies, with 
whom we are never to make either peace or truce ; and since 
while we dwell in the body we shall still find the flesh lusting \* 
against the Spirit^ let it be our constant concern, that the desires 
of the flesh may be opposed and mortified, and that the interests ; 
of Mr Spirit may Ijc more and more advanced. And thoiigli the. 
contrariety is such between them, that we cannot completely and ' 
continually do the things which xve would, let us in the main Air IS; 
led by the Spirit, and.give up our rational and governing powers : El- 
more anil more to its holy dictates, that we may not fulfil Mr I®. ^ 

lusts of the flesh ; and*^tljough it still continues to solicit and dis- . 
turh nse, sm shall he kept from reigning in us. 

We see what the works of Vhc flesh are ; which, if we really , 
b(‘h)ng to ("hrist, we shall resolutely bind and crucify, witli its af-?^ 
fections and lusts. I.et us endeavour more and more to subduer - 
them, and li>arn (as it were), to use the instruments of his dtaih^ ^ 

If Tve /ivetH thf spill!.] #Mr. Howe and al4o illustrntcs the significancy of 
insibtii largely on the enertfy of this |>hras<>, the wovd latler clause of • ' ■' J 

m as exprc'.s'iig, ill terms the verse, as explained in the paraphrase. ■«. 

nearly lesciiibling those in Acts xvii. 28, See jliine on the Spirit, Vol. I. p* 237. 

coiUviuut dependence on ils inf!u>.ncei , ' . 



‘ Rcjectiomon tfie fhdi of the Jtesk atid S^rit. 

. ‘Secr. mojft effectually to accomplish ihedfath of sin ; bringing the old 
5.0 man to be cructfinl tbiik him (Rom. vr. 6.) and nailing it to that 

cross to which he hath miUd thsX decree of death \f\i\ch in conse- 
quencc of sin lay against us. (Col. ii. 14.) * 

.^^rVerse In opposition to that cursed trajn of irregular and malignant 
■ 4'^, 20 affections which are here described as the works of the flesh (the 
; 21 continued indulgence of which^is absolutely incorrsistciit with 

our hope of inheriting the kingdom of God), let us cultivate those 
• 22 , 23 amiable tlisposiiions of mind against which tlicre is no law: and 
v may the Spirit of l<sve^ jay^ peacCy long^^sufferingy gentleness^ 

I'/' goodness y the Spirit of /ff/zA, meek ness y md temperance y woik 

' them more and more in our souls ! 

How vain are the cares oWie generality of men to adorn their 
bodies, to improve their estates, tp advance their rank, while 
their minds remain neglected 1 Yea, how yain arc all carrs to 
cultivate the mind with science, when cc&parccl with the in- 
finitely more iinportapt care of improving it in such. habits of 
. goodness, whereby we shall be brought to resemble God, and be 
' 26 fitted for over to enjoy him! Let this be all our emulation, and 

^ in this let us jdace our glory ; nor let us -go about to provoke one 
another to any tiling b^ this. 

25 We profess to tiviJfm the Spirit of God, whose gracious influ- 
ences are indei*<| iilB^very life of oiir soujs : let us make it our 
care also to walS^ift the Spirit, to regulate every action of our 
.'lives, every sentiment of our hearts, by a becoming regard to 
, ' him ; guarding solicitously against any thing that would grieve 
him, arid encouraging those friendly offices oi’ Ins, whereby wo 
may be trained up in a growing meetness for the society of the 
blessed spirits above; and for that world, where the flesh shall be 
'laid aside till all the ^c'eds of corruption are wwn out of its com- 
position, and it be raised as^gure as it shall be gloiTous in ibe 
image of that Saviour w ho. :e disci pfi tie has taught us to seek the 
victory over it, and whose grace enables us to obtain it. 

SLOT. 

. • 

The Jpostle pursues his pyciical exkortaiionsy especially enforc^i 
ing mutual lovCy and a care of each: other y with a zeal in doing 
good ; and cautions the Galatians agaijiH thinking too favour 
ahlvaf their own spiritual state. Gal., VI. I — 10. 

. 'W ' . * 

‘ ^ GALATIANS VI. 1* . cal. VI. 1. 

; J HAVE cautioned you against envy and mn-jgRKfuRF.N, if a 
jtoal provocation ; but, my hrethreriy fest not 
.ii|prely in a freedom from such unkind afFec- 
'Mons, towards each other, but labour to be mu- 
, tudlly useful, and that in your best interests: 



Suckas fall sifmld be testote^ioilh meekness.^ 'tij 

' ' • { 
a man be overtaken and (fa tmu be (W€r taken in (nij/ fault tbringli sEbt- i. 

frailty, or tlie surprise of a tempt/tion, 
such an one in the do ye who are spiriiualy^ and, having rc-ci'ived'''*’'v^ 
spirit of meekocjy the Spirit of God yourselves, are best fitted I’or ^ 
be office, ciuieavour to restore such an 07ie, * ‘ ’ 

ti rnpicd. ’ ‘VJd to reduce (as it were) tliat disjointed mem- 
ber, not with a rigorous severity, but in the spi* 
rii (if 7H€ekness^ gentleness, and love; consider^ 
inpi ihysclf^ wliosottver tliou art, lest thou also 
being still in the boily, and liable to tlie like 
, assaults, shouldsi be tempted^ and fall astli}’ bro- 

ther hath done, so as on this account to stand 
in need of the same kind office IVom him which 
> near ye one ano* tliou art HOW Called to rendin* to him. Re ready 
ihcrv hunirn.s and then ill this and all other n'spects to bear one 
andthefs burdens; and let it be your citric with 
mutual tenderness to comfort and sn; -port the 
weak; (compare Rom. xv. 1; and I 'Miess. v. 

14.) accommodating yoorclves to eacli other 
in the most engaging and ohliging manner, that 
you may thus make all about you as easy and 
happy as you can; U7hi h0^ instead <vf seeking to 
impose the heavy burden of the ?viosaic law on 
otlier^, you will fulfil that W'bich is ^^[^‘('ially 
//a; e/' f 7ir/v/, even that law (»f love which 
was enjoined by him as his command, and wrl.l 
esteem it as your highest honour to wear that: 
badge of mutual lovi' by wliicli lie requ'tvs his 
disciples to be known; (John xiii. \)o ; xv. 

IJ.) jhid surely we m.ay willingly reeeivc 
that law Jrom one who was Inmself Midi an 
nnequalled example oi* hive; and who with 
so gracious a sympathy bore oar liar* lens of 


^ Yr \Jio air siriilwiLI Dr. Whilby, 
Riid hoiiiC oOm i.s, iirxlcrstaud thi'^ i''- a 
charge -uMics.smI to t.nnhUi^^ tbo 

r\iraintlMi.iiy-i;ifts iluix had reccivid 
ticsl iMfid I'iF flli^ wuiK. lint ^vc know 
that llir Wold I'lnri ufU is in' llio wrnis,.us 
-iojr ''Oim.tuuc'. ij|)pohi*d to cam//, 

vii, 1 V, \iii. d , 1 Cor. iii. i.) and 
if It sho'ild li(" alTowMl here to simiity 
sy‘'!i .IS were rndowi d wilh sojoe \U(u-7- 
IH'.fui.J ll would ll«)t SUJJpDit Uu' l»- 

initatioi) i>r-»|M»srd, since the apostle 
.speak-' ol llie (Jalaliiin*^ in tM-nor.d usbav’- 
\\\iZ Ttict'K'n] Uu .'‘-pi/il: (rbnp. ni. '<*.) I in list 
tlii-u'fore think, with Mr. that tlie 

vot. V. F 


oxpic‘''>ioii hi le sv.ih as v\rrr,' 

fhn ttnl f'-r o: ^nin 

^ i'tuiufki -rii^ ih ■.'i-f' ] It !■< I! ■'*l\ <'h- 
s*T\**d by .'Jr. iSaii. ( 

\'.l. 1. p. I'U.^ ihi'. sijdd«.ii tran- 
.sition fro.n th«‘ rli/rul nnmni’i l>» the 
pillar mUU a gre it deal of l.eanty and 
force to till- i.inliDM ; for it is as if the 
apo'^tio should liaio said, *' f.et r\<?ry 
partieiTlar pir on.nriouir vonr' mcuibiT 
“ ihat he niav also be in d injrii 
“ hi'! own frailry ; ai /I by thus 
tumM'ifhv w ill be induci d tr> farrx ii u iih 
*' greater tunh nii '"^ 'iM'rs, audwillhr 
inoredi.vjio''' d lopdv and .is-ist them." 



78 . , Every one should try his own xvork. 

SFCT. som^v, and carried away the load of our 
guilt.v 

too the caution I have given you 5 For if a man 
' V^I, 3. vain-glory, (chap. v. 26.) and take heed bimself to be 

of an ovt-nvec-ning opinion of yourselves :>•' ^ 
if any one think himself to be something consi- ceiveth himself, 
derahlc?, n'hcn indeed he is nothing like what he 
apprehends; and in particular, if he be so con- 
ceited of his own sufficiency as to imagine he is 
wise and giM)d enough to resist any temptation 
that may arise, and please himself tfjat he may 
glory in the applause o( others as se cure from 
danger, he dcceivcth himscl/\ and th(i worst part 
of tlie’ fraud falls on his own head; so that, iii- 
stx^ad of gaining from others, or securing to him- 
self that honour which lie expects and aims 
he only makes liimsclf so much the more, con- 
temptible, and his danger is proportionable to 
tin; high conceit which he hath of himself. But 
4to prevent so great an evil, let every ewefryand vnutlftevery m.'m 
examine his own xvork hy the word of God, the ajHi7hcnshau''h«rh 
great rule to which all our actions and thoughts rcjoicintf m inin.^tli 
should he adjusted, and take care that it be such 
as God and his own conscience may approve; 
and then he shall have matter oirejoieing in what 
he finds in himself alone ^ and not in the applau.sij 
he receives from another:^ he shall then have 
a solid foundation of delight, in reflecting upon 
the state of his own soul, and what the grace of 
God has wrought in him and by him, instead of 
subsisting precariously and meanly on the good 
opinion ( i* applause of others, who so frc<^uenrly 
know no». what it is that they commend, and 
are imposed upon by false appearances, so tfiat 
ihcir testimony can give but very little solid sa- 
tisfaction to a miml that thinf, justly and se- ,i,aiiX*rhi's T«"n 
^riously. For every one shall finally bear his burden. 

** tfe shall have matter of rejoicing tn sider it aia caiitron to them to be careful * • 
'if7scl/ filcrte, and not in another.] Mr. of their own particular actions, that they 
Locke thinks that the apostle hints here were fiuch as won id afford them matter of > 
at the same thing \^bic1i ho expresses af> eforying in ihmstlvrs^ and n4)t vainly in 
tei'wardavlQore fully, concerning ihQfhUe others. But the wt)rd also signifies rc o«- 
teurherif (vfer. 13.) that what they had in ing. as oiir translators of Ion render itelse- 
view wds'to glory in vtkcis, whom ihfey where, 9 Cor. i. 14; Phil. i. '26; li. 16 5 
■ {prevailed with to he crcumcised ; and so Heb. iii. 6. which seems snflTn-ientlv to 
wo^ild haie ;taox)r/x£& to be rendered glo- express thosefj.se of it, as 1 havecxplain- 
(«hii;h IS indeed the common cd it in the paraphrase, and evidently 
' ir,iieauiiig of the word,) and would coij> 'suits the apostle's way of writing. 



Christians itiduld be 

own burdin, and shall be accountable to jbod^ skct*'> 
in the great day when he appears befor^^ him, xi* ? 
for his own behaviour ; so that there is but little 
io room to be solicitous about the sentiments of 

others, in comparison of that care which we * ? 
.ought to take of our own temper and conduct. 

6 Let him that is A farther advice wliich 1 would give you is, 6 1 

Imnm.mi -'Ilp ^im that u iaiiglit and instructed in the 

himthdt t(M(heth in Word and doctrine ot Christianity, liberally conu 
all good things. municute iti all good things, according to the 
ability that God hath given him, to the support 
and maintenance of Aim that teacActh him; that 
so the mind of the teacher may not be kept in 
an anxious state about his own subsistence, but 
may with greater composure and cheerfulness 
attend to the cares of his sacred office. 

T Bft notiWf^cHj It is indeed an easy thing for interested 
God nut mocked cxcust's for the neglect of this and 
Other liberalities which are required by the 
gospel of Christ; but be not deceived, in this or 
any other respect, by the treachery of your 
own hearts which may 0ore fatally impose up- 
on yourselves than upon»any others ; for though 
men know not what to answer to some artful 
pleas which may be invented as an excuse from 
duly, the blessed God, wlio penetrates all hearts, 
as well as sees all external circumstances, is not 
to he mocked by the.se vain pretences: for ' 

" whatsoever a man sowet/i, wliether it be good 

or bad, wliether he be liberal or sparing in* it, 
that shall he also reap,'^ and llie rectum shall be 
ansu't rai)lc to it, both with re.speet to the kind 
8 For lui thiitsovv- jhid degree of it. So that on the one band, he^ 
rtii to hih iirsii, shall ^ sowc:h to liis fleshy he that employs his sub- 
stance, tune, and thoughts, in^'rely or chieny 
• in gratirying* and indulging the liof.h, or for the 
satisfaction of, his o\vu bodiiy necessities, con- 
• veniencies, or ple^isures, shall of i he flesh reap 

nothing better than corruption ; and as the flesh 
itself shall soon corrupt in the grave, so will 


for whatso(j\ cr a man 
.sowolli, that shall he 
al'no reap. 


^ Ue 7iof deceived, &c.] Th<j apostle 
here, with ^reat propriety and foroe cx- 
jKistfs llie evasions uniie would make use 
of l M’.xnise thiMi^eh from acts of //- 
bvjrdittry hy whioh, however they might 
in)[ 0 -.ti onoihcT'^, they uould egregious- 
ly (hcewe tUem^dtei^ every cii cum- 

ibtan''c lies open to anaii-sneing Cod. and 
they assuredly should reap aocortlmg as 


they sowed i a mtMaphnr which he em- 
ploye eUcMihere to excite to liberality 
(SCor. ix. b.) the thought ivfiirh nio.st. 
!<il(mce ei’ery '.'un pretence that may 
ho brought against so plain a doty, and 
is most aduiirahly suited to regulate and 
heighten the prop«)rtion, as well as to 
enforce the practice of it. 



so 


And not be tveary in xvell-doing. 


SECT, he uncrlv lose all the fruits of his labour and eormfitioo: but be 
XI. cxpcM-e ‘in its service: iuf, on the other hand, of ‘he 


^•^"y^Ae. tbttl snu-eth 

Qol. 

: a 


) life ercr- 


/o the Spirit^ be tiiat under the spi|;it reap 1 
influences of the Spirit of God employs his ca- 
piiciti(\s, iii)ilities, aiul possessions, to, promote 
the inti'rcsis of religion in his own mind and 
ill the world about him, shall, as the fruit of 
what is thus sown by tlie contuinod assistance 
and grace c/' ///c reap life everlasting; 

wbon b(' shall leave the w<»rl(l, his uninortal 
^ spirit shall inherit eternal glory, and whatsoever ' < 

be bis ])ortion now, lie shall be fully recom- 
pensed ai tlie rcMirrection of the just, (l.uke 
-\iv. 1 L) when all the hope of the sinner is 
perisln-d. 

*-) yliKf, having such a prospect then before us, 9 And let us not be 
let ns n't he lecarij or discouraged, in all the wcarv m wcil-duing: 
labour and latifruc , in all the ex pence and difti- "f wcTar/t 

eulty of well-doing ; for in due season, or in not. 
that proper tiuu* whicli the wisdom and good- 
ness o(‘ God hath appointed (even when the 
harvest U coitk’, for Which it is best that wc 
should now wait,) we shall reap an abundant 
and ample reward, if xee do not faint, and suf- 
fer our hands to hang clown, either through 
U) sloth or fear. i\s \i)\v^ Uimr/ot'e as we have op^ 
pm-lunii_y, as long as life continues, and Provi- 
dcncc j)uts jiovver in onr hands, let us ende,a- to all mm, especially 
Toiir to to all men, to strangers and tluoi ubo arcof 

enemies, as well as brethren and friends, 
especially to them xcho are of ifie household of 
faith, to them >vlio arc united to us in the l)onds 
of Christian faith and love, acd who on that 
account,' as belonging to one family, and heirs 
of the same hope, have a peculiar claim to our 
rctrard. . 


IMPROVEMF.NT. 

Tuf.'^e exhorMtions of the apostle cannot be expressed in 
more lively teims, and it is scarce possible to represent them in 
clearer and plainer language. The great difficulty here, and in 
^ther switch instances, is to bring dur hearts to submit to what 
our umlerstauding must so readily apprehend and approve. Let 
ns earne.stly pray that God vvouitl diflust* more of his Spirit on 
all professing Cliristinns, that, beholding each other with un- 
dissembled' and fervent love, every one may affectionately en- 
iJeayour to advance the happiness of all ; and, instead of severely 



. , ' ' i'. ; ¥C'; J 

R^fltctiims on the love we owe^lxi ofi^ whether: 6 

censuring one another, let u$ endea^vour mutual jvformatijh, by sBcvr 
such exhortations and advices as different circumstances rxay re- 
quire: doinp-all in the spirit of Christian meekness, anti in 
humble seiwe of our own infirmities. Let us pray tliat the law 
of Christ, the new commandmpnt he has oiven us to love one"' 
another, may in. all its extent be ever sacrtttl to us, and that in 
consequence of the regard we owe to so benevolent a Master, 

•there may be a constant readiness in us to assist each other un- 
der every burden, to relieve according to our ability every want, 
and to do good to alius we have opportunity, but especially to 
• those of the lionseliokl of faith, who, as belonging to that house- lo 
hold, whatever their station or circumstance in life may be, 
ought (0 be dear to every member of the family. 

Let us remember that there is as certain a connection between 7 
our conduct here and our state hereafter, as there is between the 
kind of grain sown and the harvest to be reaped from it. 
generality, alas, are sowing to the Jicshy and thv‘ liarvist to such 8 
will be shame and corruption; but for our parts, let the 

Spirit liberally ami largely, and have our fruit unfo holiness yihat 
we may thus inherit everlasting lifcy (Kom. vi. 22.) And wIkmiu 
we are ready to J'ainty let us encourage ourselves and each other 
with the prospect of that blessed day, when, though the seed-time 
may be atteiidcjd with tears shall come, again rejoicing y bring- 
ing our sheaves of honour and joy with itSy (Psal, exxvi. (i.) 

Jt is in due season, it is at the time Chjd has wisely appointed 
that w'c shall receive tliis reward of grace ; let us wait for it, as 
wc well may, with patience and humility. 

Tlic day is coming wIumi eiery one shall bear /u\^ otvn harden y!} 
and each of us sliall answer for ; that awful day, when 
every one shall reap the fruit f his own u'ui/y and shall receive 
according to that he hath doiu\ ichether it be good or bad, (2 Cor, 

V. !0.) Let us see to it, iherefoxe, Wot to deceive ourselves with 
u vain imagination that we are something y when wc are nothing; 
and not be satisfied to rest in the good opinion which others 
have of us, so as to have our rejoiciiig in them. And, vvhatso-4 
ever duty be required of us, let us not amuse ourselves with trif- 
ling excuses, wnicb never can deceive that God who is not to 
be mocked ; but lot us set ourselves in earnest, ever to cultivate? 
true inward religion, oven that of the heart, in the sight of him 
who searcheth it! then will the testimony of our conscience bo 
a source ot joy ; and we shall find that -joy solid and permanent. 

And if God bless the ministers of his gospel, as the instruments 
of bringing this joy to the soul, it will be attended with that 
readiness which the apostle requires to communicate to them in 
all good things, while, if they understand their character, and 6 
office, there will be in them that moderation of desire on the one 
hand, and that zeal and love for souls gn the otlier, which will 



’ 83 Tfie Aposllc sititis vp th^ design of his epistle^ 

s»ect. makoMt a thousand times more pleasant to communicate spiri- 
.XI. tuals rjjan to receive temporals, even from those who give with 
the most willing mind, and so double the gift, wj'cthcr it be 
v. greater or less. ' •' 


SECT. XII. 

The apnsllc concludes his epistle^ with cautioning them against the 
fitiacks oj Judaizing feachers, declaring the indijj'erence of civ- 
ciimcisivn or uncircunici^'ion^ and pressing thnn strkdy to ' 
adhere to that gospel for which he had himself suffered so 
much. CiaL VI. 11, ^ the end. 


GALATIANS VI. 11. 

^ %ECT, yjfOTT w\\ hvoxiwew^ with what large letters^ 
\ this epistle to you with my 

own hand^^^ not being willing to omit this op- 
« YL n testifying the alVection and concern 

whi( h 1 liavc for you, not choosing, as I mostly 
fi * ** do on such occasions, to employ the pen of ano- 
ther who might be more used to the Greek cha- 
racter than myself. 

12 The sum of all is this; that as many as desire 
to make a fair appearance m thefleff, and to set 
themselves olF l)y standing up for the observance 
of the Jewi h rites and ceremonies, would 
constrain yoo itile converts to be circumcised^ 
and to be suhjeo ’'ith them to the carnal ordi- 
nances of the law, )nly lest they should suffer 
gevsecuii&nf which th professiop of the Chris- 


r.Af.. VI. 11. 

YP. «.4!e how large a 
^ letter 1 hare writ- 
ten uuto you with 
mine own hand. 


r- 


H As many as dp- 
6 ire to make a fair 
sl)(;w in the Iksh, 
they constrain you 
to ue circ.iimeised : 
only lest they .should 


* You znih whftt IcUcts.] i)*. 
Whitby remarks in h'S note on this place, 
lh.it St. l*aul never uses the word yo«yx- 
'* when he speaks of \\\^i;pv,ttesy and 
that la-nXcAai; y may therefore 

refer not to the 'icnas or the length 
“ of I his epjitlCf but to the lurgene^t or in- 

** elegancy of the < huraders in which it 
** IS written.'’ So tniTheophylactand 
Jv'-.ne others understand it, of the apostle’s 
urging it as a proof of his atVei^tion for 
them, as it must shew he was no reacli/ 
writer, to 8fl§ in veknt kind of letters he had 
Written them. He might nqt be well 
yersed in the tireck characters; or this 
inaci'uraey of his writing might perhaps 
be owing to the infirmity or weakness of 
his which he had hinted at before. 

jSee note h on Gal. iv. 1 k p. 53. 1 have 


therefore altered the translation here, 
o I given wha;. appears to be the literal 
sense. 

•» f Inivc xvritieH /o you K ith mv oten hand. ] 
This might he lyfel) considered aa an ar- 
gument of bis mgire tiian ordinary con- 
cern for them y; for it was usual with St. 
Paul, as we haVe tibserved elsewhere, to 
dictate his epistles, and to employ a per- 
son as aa amauurnsis to write them from 
his mouth ; (see note' on Pom. xvi. 22. 
Vol. IV^ p. 1*79.) And perhaps his ow-n 
inaci'vracy in forming the drtek charuders, 
which he refers to in the words before, 
may suggest one rea.son among several 
others for his doing it. Coinpiirc 1 Cor. 
xvi. 21 ; Col. iv. lR;'2Thess. iii. 17; and 
sec tbc note on this last text. 

c Onfu test they skwfd rnfei ji 



jufferpdrsecuUonfor tian faith would Otherwise bring upon/tieni, 
t 0 cross 0 hrwt. owning their dependence for salvatio^ not 
on the Jaw, but on the crons oj Christ ; 4 is it is 
• plainly a regard to this which so mucii incenses 
the unbelieving Jews, and engages tliem to raise 
so many tumults against us, wherever they* have 
an opportunity of doing it; and these half Chris- 
tians aim at appeasing them by a zeal to spread 
the Mosaic institutions among the Gentiles, 
isrorncitiurthcy Tliis is the point they have in view, and, what- 
♦ tVi mviiyc- who an- soever they pretend, it is not .iny real venora- 

law ) Tiirci.'jTire \o prompts them to be zealous 

havy you rircumci.s- for it: for neither they themselves who are cir^ 
rd iii.it they may cunicisdd, and SO arp solemnly ol)llged to ob- 
ory lu ><jurflc!)ii. whole of it, sitew a concern to Leep 

the lawj or manifest a true esteem for it as a 
spiritual and Divine institution ; nor is it from 
any truly religious principle that they labour 
to proselyte you to it; hut they desire to 
have you circumcised^ to make their boast of 
you among the Jews ; that they may glory in 
tliis mark fixed inyour jleshy diud may avail 
themselves of the matiy converts to Judaism, 
which they have the interest and address lo 
make. 


seotP;^ 
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This sof.ms to open the main secret spring 
of that /.Ciil for the Jewish cen niuiiies, 
ill some that profos-sed themselves Chris- 
tiaas, which occasioned so much uneasi- 
ness in the apostolic churches. 'I'lie per- 
N’ccutnig cdu'ts of the Jewish sanhcdiitn, 
the intluence of uhicU extended to rc- 
ijiote sjyn.igo^ues, had induced many, 
who scartly bdievcd in Chrht^ to declin/; 
an opni acknowledgment of him fj« .j. 
IX. ‘J'2 , XII. 4*2 ; \jx. .33), which yet our 
Lord himself had so expressly required, 
that their con&cicnces, during this state 
of dissimulation, loustbe in great anxiety. 
(See Mark viii. 38.) But afterwards, 
when a scheme arose of blending J udaism 
'with Chrictianity, it may be supposed that 
this would abate the edge of persecution 
against those who fell in with it, and es- 
pecially against those who urged the 
Gentile converts to such complete prosc- 
lytism, though it niiglit sharpen it against 
other Christians : and this might perhaps 
weigh iiioro with some tlian they them- 
.>clvcs were aware, in concurrence 
with the desire of making disciples, and 
the prejudices of education, which must 
naturally be supposed to have tU*' share. 
Compare chap. T. 1 K 


^ For the cross, of Christ,] It i*! iibsorv- 
cd by Jerom on this “ that Tiberius 
“ and Caius t’le' ' -hiade laws to au- 
thorize the ^ who were dispersed 
“ throughout^ le Koniari empire to fol- 
low the rites of tneii religion and the 
eerttmr ■ ‘es which had been transmit- 
“ ted to them from tlieir fatheis;*’ To 
which be adds, “ that cinnmeised i'hris- 
** iians'^aro. by the Pacan'> looked ujion 
“ as Jews, iivhile those who made protca- 
“ sion of the gospel and were uncircum- 
** cised were violently persecuted both by 
** the Jews and Pagans , on which account 
“ some early teachers of the church, to be 
“ delivered from the fear of persecution, 

“ submitted to be cnrwwafed themselves,. 

** and also iGcommended it to their r/h- 
“ dpies,^* Both Archbishop Tillot&on 
(Vol. 11. p. and Mons. Saurin (Sei in. 

Vol. XI. p. 49, 30) agiec in expounding 
this text with a reference to these edicts: f 

but 1 think it best illustrated'by tlie <>b* ' -’*■ 
servation* itk fhe preceding note, as the', 
apostle seems to speak of an attempt to - 
escape persecution not by lerdvinguriutit^^ . 'K 
chion, but by imposing or a/g/«g it. 
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The apostle gloried onhf in the cross of Christy 


x^'IncJi 1 anj maiii; inchi.^ r- 
unil i/ir ‘xorLi is crucilkd 


for my part, 1 ha\"C no such selfish 
\v(>r!d\' vi: \v^, and God forbid that I should glo- 
ry^ oitLrrm my (h'scent or circumcision, in iny 
nl)ilnu?s 01 - interest in making converts, or in- 
deed anv tiling elst;, unless it he in the regard 
J irtvc l^'cn hrmi'^hl to pay to the cross of our 
/.i>rd ( hri'^t^ and the ivliancc winch I i.-avc 
1*01 iiisi.'ir.ni-'ii on In^. d‘‘alli and snlVcrin.’ ; by 
tl.C i;!-; v ows {)!’ 

ent to all ihings here, 
vn'o irCy and J unto the Xiorld : s(> llint 1 \n‘w 
the world, as little impresscid hy all itM harms as 
a spectator would l)o by any thing uhii-ii had 
becjj grace! Ill in the <*ount(*nance oi a ( rm ilii’d 
person win!!! ho hehohls it blackened in th** .ebo- 
nies cl d».ath ; and am no moro .lillctcii by the 
objects round niethan one that is expiring would 
he stiuck wilii any of those p^o^>pects v\hicii Ins 
dy.ng e\t\smicht view from tlie cross on which 
IjIic v\.is Misnendeii. And well indeed it may 
ho expected that it •‘honld lie so;yc?*as to those 
W'ho liave truly believed in Christ Jesus ^ all 
tilings ur(‘ c nmted loss and dnng for him, tlic 
whole dependence of ilu* soul for righteousness 
and liTe i> inuli on him, and the vvh(»le heart 
centres in ln>n : and uhere this is the case, mi- 
iher i 'n uuu i^i )ii avuileth any (hiny,^ nor undr 
cumcl'i'Oii, neiiiier can tlie one profit, nor iho 
other hin t, Lui [ there /6*j actually a ucir ci eulion ; 
oUl tilings arx‘ parsed away, and new vie ws and 
dis|jONition>, are introduced ui*der the legenerat- 
ing inthi"‘::ce.s of the Spirit of God, in consc- 
<{uence ol whii ii heiieversaiv (as it wi re) brought 
into a luiNV wtnld, and being <Teati'd m (’hri>t 
Jesns unto good wtnks, are foiined to a life of 
holiness, and <jna.Leiied lo the *n^eicjse of. that 
faiili which op' .aios hy love. (<’oejp;jre I Cor. 
vii. 19; J Cor. v. 17 ; Gab v, 6 ; Kp'h ii. 10; and 
16 ]'!; 1 iii. 8.) Jrd as many as Juf} realk' accord- 
/■> 'Lts rnii\ and govern tlicni.elve.s by such 
maxims^ inniy] peart and inn cj/ [/;cj upon them! 
Mx.y thatli^) ace whici'i arises from a sense of the 
pardoning .licrcy and free grace of God, ever 
; rest upon ilioni, ciey upon the whole Israel of 
Grid evtM'v wl'.ere; fur persons of such u cha- 
racter, aiui not tljc* iialund desecndaiiis of Abra- 
ham, I''au(;, ami Jr.coh, are thp true Israelites. 


14 But God ffwbid 
that I slujiild glory, 
sa\(! in tlu* .'lo^s of 
our I '’(] Jo' .isChrist, 
by xtburii the world 
is I'riK'itied unto me, 
aiuJ I liiitb tlto world. 


I.; : ■'« ‘.I ' ’-I' 1 , 

,11 uo'i I 
.1 » ! • ill 

MU\ nUlJ’A, ill. I ■ .1 
Oil. i'-'s'’j‘a)n b. ! 
Uf‘\l ■ 


I {\ An<l as many ii& 
walk neooriliij;^ to 
tliis rule. ]uMrr 6 /' 
oti ihcnn mercy, 
and upon tli> kiacl 
of God. 





and hare in Im be^ the marks ofikf Lard Jesus f ^ 

I , 

n From hence- Now therefore, /i>r ??<? sne^ 

u(mbic for^ i reflcction'i oti my character, \xith xifJ 

iM*ar in II. ' bo.’/ ihe disputes coiiceriiiog the necessity of 
mark^ of Cie ifonl siun, iiiid gricve my heart with additional sor- 
. rows, yin; / bear in mji body the marks (f the 

jjn'd Jesus r' marks of farjnore importance than 
circinneision, and on which, whatever your .In- 
dai/i!>^ teachers may think, I value myself much 
moil ; oven the scars which 1 Irave received, 
hy stripes and chains and other means, in liio 
* *-c‘rvi( e of Christ, amidst the various hartl>hips 

whirh I have borne for him, and which ouj^iit 
to n‘ndt‘r iin? venerable in the eyes of all who 
have a due? re.^ard to him. 

ir nrrtbi’.'Ti, thrt 'nd tlm-, brelhrm, 1 eonclude with my sin- is 
jMir «.t our luiiiJ cere and earnest prayer for yon, that e/' 
nur I.ovd Jesus Chri'itj in all its sanctifyino^ and 
comlorling miinenoes, may [ocj loJh your spi>. 

; to direct you into the ways of triitli and 
[)oace, of holiness and comfort. /Imen. 


IMPROVFMi'NT. 

■ ;» v\ i:sni <.s is there in those views and ohjccts in wiiieh Vei«* 
.. !i' ! til ‘d mankind arc so apt to glory ! How lilt le satis- 12, 

I! ;.i cMi eicre he in making proselytes to a party, and sprt^ad- 
loi.; .'ain-. m.tions, when compared with the joy of jn'ornoting 
ii'si 1 'ieimn m ih. hv.’arts of men, and iherchy advancing tho 
fhii i n ! til salv.iiion of immortal soiils! And of what 
service wili ii he to make a fair apjiearance, and to be zt'alou.^ 
for I lie v'xtcrnals of religion, so as to gain the appbiu»e of men, 
and to ij.'ive many followers, if at the same tune \vc have so little 
veneration for the cross of ( luist as to be afraid or ashamed of 
owning i he necessity of reU iing on bis righteousness alone for 
jnstilieation, IcnI we should siiiTor persecution upon ihar aceouiit, 
or be CAjiosed to the reproaches of the world ahoui ui, ! 

May Divine grace teach us to esteem tlic cros^ of C’lirist more M- 


*' t hem in my hnihj thr marks oj Ihr Ijord 
Di. Polttr thinks (fir. Aiitiq. 
V’l.l. 11. ]). 7.) tliul llic apastle here al- 
ludes to thf ^riyfAnVif or brands, with 
A'iiii'h tho (.'i-cck.s u'.f'ii to mark those that 
vtru ap)M>inU (i to serv#- in tbo 'uars, lest 
(hoy shouUl attempt lu tnukr' their escape, 
('-ico I.ipsius, dc Aiilit. K’om. Lib. i. Dial. 
P.' Itnt prriiap.'' tin* rofi ivnce iniiy be 
tn tboM: nuiriis by 'ivhicli I Ik* vuiurtej> of par- 
tifMjlar deities wete (li:»tii>giiislic(l. .See 
•ny to yMung rf.i'jons, Numb, iv. 


at the beginning-. — ■Mr. niackwall (in bis 
Sacr. Class. Vol. II. p. dd, '.T.; eonsidt is 
it as ^11 allnsiun to an Kgsptiau i l.^ronl, 
arcurding to which any nuin^s M’xant 
who ih*d to the temple of Ifeicnlc', and 
had tht: sat'ied Innnih or marks of tiiat 
deity tiiipi'eiibrd upon him, was 
to be under his iinincdialc e.iie .in<l pro- 
tection, and by lliat lobe pruilegcd fivm 
all \iolcneu and harsh trcitnu'iit. And 
in this view he foiins a lari', e and buo- . 
liful paraphrase on this m i-v 



: 86 ‘ ^ejiectioris mth^ way of being iiccepted with God. 

SECT, highw, and to glory in nothing but our knowledge of it, and our 
;>»* hopcsiaTid expectations from it! May wc all feel its vital 

cy, to rrucify us to the worldy and the world to us;, tbat ve may 
vr look upon the world but as a dead and worthless t in which 
neither can afford us any advantage, nor yield us any pleasure j 
to engage our hearts to choose it for our portion ; and, being cru- 
cified and dead to all things in it, may we bci so entirely 
weaned from all affection to it, as not to make it any more our 
principal design and study to pursue it; hut, being indifferent 
. both to its smiles and frowns, as to the influence which once they 
" had upon us, iniiy we be neither moved by any prospect of self- 
J. interest on the one hand, nor terrified by the tear of persecution 
on the other ! 

, Verse. 1. ct US not lay the stress of our religion on the name we bear, 

15 or gi'ound the hope of our acceptance on being of ibis or that 
denomination of ('liristians: but let it be our chief concern to 
have experience of a thorough change of heart and life, and to 
obtain that renovation of soul, that new creation, without which 
ueither circumcision nor tmciraimcision can Avail any thin^^ and 
with which the one, as well as the other, will be accepted of God. 

16 It is the written word of God that is the rule we are to go by, 
both in the doctrines and the precepts of it ; let us be can fiil 
that we walk according to it, and regulate our principles and 
conduct by it : then will God*ovvn us as his true Israel, and ih^n 
shall peace and mercy he upon us. And surely, how diligently 
soever \vc observe this rule, how exactly soever we conform to 

; . 17 it, and how much soever we may sulfer for onr adherence to it, 

we depend upon mercy for the coinnuinictition of peace, and 
ipust ascribe all our hopes of hiippiiie.ss to pardoning clemency 
and free grace. May that grace ever be with our spirit, to 
\ 18 sanctify, to quicken, and to cheer us ; and may we always be 

ready tn maintain the honour of that, which is indeed our \ery 
life ! Amen, 
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A 

trENERAL INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

PARAPHKASE AND NOTES 

ON THE 

EPISILE TO THE EPHESIANS. 

* 

^P'lIE apostle Paul is universally allow’c<l to bo tlic 
(tu'ltar of this excellent cjnslle; but Dr. Mill and 
Olliers bavo oonloiuled that it was written, not io the 
cluiicli of Ephesus, but to thatof Laodicea. d'liisthey 
Mould an^iu; ti\»m some passaj^es olThis epistle {chap. i. 
lo; iii. 2; and iv. 21.) whieli seem more suitable to 
pi'isons vvlyim he had nei'^cr seen, which was the case 
ofiiiein at Laodicea, (Col. ii. I.)fhan to the Ephesians, 
with whom he had been conversant about /lure i/ctirs ; 
Aet.^ XX. 31. See note"' on that ti'xt, Vol. III. sect. xlvi. 
p, -iO.'i.) But what IS principally ur>>(‘d for this opi- 
nion, is the direction sriven by <be apostle at the close 
of bis epistle to the Colo.ssians, (t'ol. iv. Ki.) “ that 
“ ibey should cause the I'pi.stle whi'di hi' wrote to them 
“ to be read also in the ehiirch of the Laodiceans, and 
“ they should likewise read the epistle lioui Laodicea.” 
Fiom whence it is inferred, that the epistle now before 
us 11 list 1)0 that which is intendeil there, and was ori- 
ginally written to the Laodiceans. 

These several objections will be obviated in the notes 
.ipoH lliosc' i)laces on wbiebthev are grounded, andean 
be no snllicietil warrant, in opposition to the first verse 
of this epistle, in which it is addressed expre.s.sly to the 
saints at Ephesus, to inti|§duce an alteration in the text 
which hath not the authority of any single manuscript 
in being, or any ancient .version, to support it. 
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A General Intrbduclioit^ 

'AATe arc told, indeed, it was affirmed by Marci )ii, an 
early heretic of the second century, that what is ..died 
theSfpistle to the Ephesians was inscribed to the I^ao- 
diceans; but he is censured upon this acdount by Ter- 
tullian* (who wrote against him in the beginning of 
the third century,) as setting, up an interpolation of his 
own, in opposition to the true testimony of thechurclj. 
And though Basil, f and .lerom,J in the latter part of 
the fourth century, speak of some co])ies in which the 
words ti Eptrut were omitted, yet they allow at the sariic 
time that this epistle was written to the saints' at 
Ephesus ; whom, by a strange interpretation, in allu- 
sion to the name by which the Lord revealed himself, 
Exod, iii 14, some would •suj)poso, “ the apostle calls 
“ in a peculiar sense the saints zvho arc, as being united 
“ unto Him zvho is” But this omission evidently makes 
but a very odd reading, unless we admit of the conjec- 
ture of Archbishop Usher,§ that a void si)aee was left 
after the suifits xeho are — , and this might be intenried 
for a circular epistle to any of the churches of the 
Eesser Asia, whose name might be occiwionally in- 
serted to fill up the blank. 

There is however no sufficient reason for depart ing 
from the common established reading, which inscribt-s 
this epistle to the saints at Ephesus; especially when 
we find in the most early times, that Ignatius, one of 
the apostolic fathers (who lived at the time when this 
epistle was written,) in the smaller copy of his ou n epis- 
tle to the Ephesians, sect. xii. speaks to them of Si. Paul, 
“ as making mention of them in a whole epistle,” 
which Coti'lcritis sayt. it is in vain to understand 
of any other epistle than this, and Dr. Lardner ob- 
serves, must plainly mean the epistle of Paul to th*' 
Ephesjan&.ll And in the larger copy «;f the same cpistu . 
sect. vi. he declares to the Ephesians, Ye are, as Paul 
wrote to you, “ one body and one spirit whe.re it is 
manifest there is a reference to the very w'ords of St. 

• 

^ TertrJK contra Marciun. lib. v. cap. 11, 17. 

f Bas.il. adv, tlunom. lib. ii. p. 7.35. § Usher Anna!, ad. A. C- LX fV'. p. 

j llfiffon. Comment. Ill Ephes. init. || Lardii. Cit dihil. part it. Vol. I. p. 
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Paul lin this epistle, c^hap, iv. 4. So that the testiihony 
ol*' L^flatius is express in both the copies, which ever be 
recei\'ed as genuine, to which indeed the small^ has 
apparently'the better title. The same is also still more 
clear with respect to Ireiuciis, and Clement of Alexan- 
dria, who were ])oth fathers of the second century, and 
have both <jnotcd this epistle in express terms under 
the title of tlic epi.-,tle to the Ephesians.*" No further 
testimony thei( lore can be needful to make it manifest 
Unit this epistle was received in the first ages of the 
church, as writien by Paul to the Ephesians. 

It is well known, that Ejihesiis was the chief city of 
the Procon>'Ulur Asia, uh>eh was a part of what \\a.s 
< alh)d the Lesser Asia. It was [lartieularly famou.s for 
the temple of Diana, a most magnilieent ami stately 
structure, which was rejmted »<ne of the seven wonders 
of the world: and its inhabitants were noted in their 
Gentile state for their idolatry and skill in magic, and 
for their luxury and lasciviousness. The apostle Paul, 
at hi?' first coming to them in the year of our Lord />4v 
according to his usual custom, preached to the .low's 
there in their synagogue, many of whom wore settled 
in the city ami the neighbouring parts; but, a.s he then 
was !ia?;tening to the passover at Jerusalem, he only 
sjient one sabbath there, and left them w’ith a promise 
lo rchn'D lo them again; (Acts xviii. U) — 21.) Accord- 
iiigiy he came again to Ephesus the following year, 
(Aeis xix. 1, K seq.) and preached the word w'itli such 
succ ess, ami w'ronghtsudi c'xtraordinary miracle's among 
lliem, that a nmuernus church was formed there, chief- 
ly made up of Gentile converts, whose piety and zeal 
w'cre so rcmaikable, that manyofthem, in abhorrence of 
the curious arts which they had used, burntthoir magical 
botiks to a great value; (Acts xix. 19 ) And such was 
the^conoern of the apostle for their spiritual advantage, 
that he did not leave them till the year .'57, ‘When he 
had bcc'ii about three years among them (Acts xx. 
After this he spent sofne time in Macedonia and y\- 
c'huia, and in his return to Jerusalem in the year .08, 
he sent for the elders of the church of Ephesus to JVIile- 

Iieo. Ilv. Y. cap, ‘2, § 3; & Clem. AUsn^ Strom, lib. iv p. 409» 
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Ji Gemral Introd^kibn 

tuR, am] most affectionately took his leave of th'etjn, as 
one that hlionUl ire ///m more: appealing to 
M'ith Viiat faithfulness Ik; had discharged his ministry 
among them, and solemnly exhorting them to look well 
to ihe iiock committed to their care, lest they should 
he corrupted bj' seducing teachers, who would arise 
among themselves, and artfully ciKleavonr to pervert 
them, (Acts xx. 17, to I he end.) And we see afterwards, 
from the coolness and dcclcnsigti they are charged witli 
in the epistle to the angtd of the church of Eplu'sus; 
(]\('v. ii. 4, 1 k)w Just and scasonal)le was tins caution 
ihist he gave tlicm at his parting Iron) them. 

From what the apostle saj's of liimself iti this epistle, 
it appears that it* was writlcti i»y him while he was a 
])risonor, (chap. iii. Ij iv. I ; )i. “iJO.) as he was likewise 
Avhen he wrote to the C©los^ians; (Col. iv. *18.) A))d 
tlu”’c is such a manifest corrospondemic hotween these 
t\\ o cpistle.s, both in their subject matter, and in the very 
foim of the expressions, that it may justly he conclud- 
ed they were MTitten at the same lime, and scut to- 
gel her hy 'f'yehicus; -who nas intrusted with the earc 
of both, (Eph. vi. 1, and Col. iv. 7, 8.) hut was at- 
tended l)v Ouesimus when he d(;hvered that to the Co- 
loi-sians, (Co!, iv. Jl.) Now, us it is not tt) be thought 
the Apo.stle Paul would have employed Ouesimus in 
such a sf'i'vicc till after he had been with his mailer 
Philemon, it appears iiighly probable from In-uce, that 
the i.posth' sent him f.rst with his cpi.stle to Philemon, 
hy whom he was I’cce.ved (agreeably to his re<pic;st) not 
as a servant, hut as a hrollicr, (Piiihun.ycr. U>.) and had 
his freedom given him , and, from the cfuifidence tl)e 
a.p«!stle had in the ohediemce of Pliilemou, and in his 
n'adiness to do even more Ilian he said, (vcr. yi,;) he 
might well take this opportunity ol‘ liis going with Ty- 
f /;.ens to rectunmend Onesiinus to the Colossiansj^ by 
joiiMughun in his mcs.sage to that church. Since then the 
apostle was in expc'ctaiioii of being soon releasul from 
his coufinenK'nt when he wrote to Philemon, an<l trusting 
he should .iliortly visit him, desires him to prepare a lodg- 
ing for him., (ver. 2^.) this may induce us to concliulo, 
thal he wrote that epistle towards tin; close of his hist 
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mipr'vsotiment at Rotnej and as the epistles .ti> the 
Ephesians and Colossians appear to have been!sent at 
the same time with that to Philemon, it may be 'infer- 
red that he* wrote these not lonj? before, and setft them 
all together in the year of our Lord 6/3, which was the 
9th of the Emperor Nero. (See Vol, III. sect. lx. noteg", 
p. 401.) 

The design of the apostle Paul in this epistle (the for- 
mer part of which is doelrinal, and the \i\i\ev praclical,) 
Was “ to establisli the Ephesians in the faith; and to this 
“ end, 1o give them more exalted views of the eternal 
“ love of God, and of the glorious excellence and dig- 
“ nity of Clirist ; to .shew them they were saved bv grace, 
“ and, howsoever W’retehed they were once, the (jleiitiles 
“ now have e<pial privileges with the Jews; to encou- 
“ rage them, hy declaring with what stedfastness he 

suiierod for the truth, and with what earnestness he 
" prayed fof their establishment and perseverance in it; 
*' and finally, in consequence of their prof('.ssion, to cn- 
“ gage tlu ui to the practice oi those duties that became 
“ tlieir chin iK'ter as Christians.” 

The doctrinal part of tins epistle is contained in the 
thi'iv first cliapiei's: in a hich the apostle introduces se- 
veral inqx'i'tant truths for the instruction of the Epliesi- 
ans in the great doctniu-s of the gospel, tlia*^ they tnight 
he well groiiiided in die faith; and, for *^he oiioourage- 
mciit of (he (Jentilo converts, acquaints Hum with the 
C’liristian privileges to which they were entitled. And 
here, 

I. .‘\it.er saluting the Ephesians with an acknowledg-- 
ment of their faith, (<di:ip. i. 1, 2,) the apo.stle testifies 
his thankfulness to God for his distinguishing love and 
I'aiour to them, in calling them to be partakers of the 
hief-sings of the gospel, in con.sequence ofhis eternal pur- 
pose to glorify hi.s grace in their sanctification and. salva- 
tion, through the blood of his Son and the communica- 
tion of his Spirit; (ver. 3 — 14.) 

II. He assures them of the fervency of his prayers for 
thorn, that they might have a clear knowledge of the 
great objects of their hope and expectation ; and, from an 
c.xperimental sense of the exceeditig greatness of the pow- 

VOI.. V. G ' • 
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er of God, might have a fixed regard to the supreme 
authority and dignity of Christ, who by that pow,ep 
raised tfroni the dead, and exalted to be Head over all 
things \o the churchj (ver. 15, to the end,) • ■ 

HI. To magnify the riches of Divine grace, and to 
affect them with a more grateful sense oftheir obligations 
to it, the apostle leads them to reflect upon that wretch- 
erl state of moral death in which the gospel found them; 
and .-hews them it was owing to the rich mercy and the 
great love of God that they were raised in Christ from, 
death to life, and in the whole of their salvation it was 
evident that they were saved by grace, and not by works, 
or any righteousness of their own; (chap. ii. 1 — 10.) 

IV. He represents the happy change that was thus 
made in their condition; that they who once were aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and afar oft* from God, 
were now received into his church, and had an equal right 
to all the privileges of it with the Jewish converts; the 
middle wall of partition having been broken down by 
Chri.st in favour of the believing Gentiles, who being re- 
conciled to God were no more strangers as they had 
been formerly, but were united in one bodj' under Christ 
the common Head of all believers, and, being animated 
one Spirit, and built upon the same foundation, were 
made an holy temple in the Lord; (ver. 11, to the end.) 

V’. To, encourage and confirm the Gentile converts in 
their adherence to the gospel, and recommend it more 
to their regard, the apo'4l6 in the strongest terms ex- 
presses the sense he had of the Divine goodness in ap- 
pointing him to be the apostle of the Gentiles, and au- 
thorising him to preach among them the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; and declares how great an honour he 
esteemed it to be employed in making known the cal- 
ling of the Gentiles to be joint-heirs with the Jews in all 
the blessif^s of the Messiah’s kingdom, though he^|»ad 
sufferod ^eatly for it, and was now in bonds on this 
account ; (chap iii. 1 — 12.) And then, 

VI. He entreats them not to be discouraged at the 
sufteringa he underwent for his rega,rd to the Gentiles, 
but rather to consider it as an honour to them, that in 
the stedfifstness with whiqb he suffered, they had such 
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n confirmation of the truth of his doctrine, and of the 
sincerity of his concern for their spiritual advantage; 

proof of which he closes this part of his epistle with 
a most affectionate and earnest prayer for their esta- 
blishment in the Christian faith, and their advancement 
in the knowledge and experience of the love of Christ, 
of vvliich he speaks in the most lofty and exalted terms 
as far surpassing all conception, concluding in the 
w'armth of his devotion with a grand and suitable doxo- 
fogy; (ver. 13, to the end.) And now. 

The other part of this epi-stle, W'hich is practical, is 
contained in the three remaining chafers: in which the 
apostle gives them several weighty exhortations and ad- 
vices, for the direction of their lives and manners, that 
they might be regular in their practice; and tells them 
of the Christian duties that were required of them, to 
which the consideration of their privileges should en- 
gage them, pointing out to them the means and motives 
that were proper to promote the observance of them, 
and urging the great care and caution they should use 
to behave suitably to the profession which they made, 
and to the character they bore. And here, 

I. The apostle, from the consideration of his* own 
sufferings, as well as of the many important respects in 
which all true Christians are united, after a general ex- 
hortation to them to w'alk w'orthy of the excellency of 
their calling, particularly urges them to mutual forbear- 
ance and unity of Spirit, as being joined together in one 
church, and called to partake of the same privileges in 
Christ, without distinction either of Jew or Gentile ; 
and, as a powerful inducement to their cultivating such 
a disposition, he r'epresentsthe glorious foundation which 
Christ as the great Head of the church has laid for it in 
the variety of gifts and graces he has bestowed, and in 
the sacred offices he has appointed; which being all de- 
rive<d from the same Spirit, and designed for the same 
end, were all to be employed for the advancement of his 
interest and kingdom, and for the better edification of 
the whole church, till in the unitj^ of the faith they 
should grow up into one perfect body under Christ their 
‘ Head; and so must have a tendeticy to promote their 
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present union, and to inspire them with the most endca/ 
ihgf afiection to each other; (chap. iv. 1—16.) 

II. tie presse.s them, as having learned Christ, ani 
been enlightened by the gospel; to shew the difference 
there was between them and the unconverted Gentiles, 
by an unspotted purity and holiness of behaviour, and 
not to walk like those froiu vihom they were so happily 
distinguished by knowlerlge and grace; and- cautions 
them in particular against lying, excess of anger, and 
stealing, an<l that corrupt communication to which the 
Jieathens vveiH' notoriously addicted, but which were 
inconsistent with the character of’ Christians, and grie- , 
vous to the Holy Spirit: (ver. 17 — '10.) 

HI. He further cautions them against all malice, and 
urges* them to mutual love atul readiness to forgive, in 
consideration of the Divine compassions manifested in 
the gospel; and then pursues his exhortations to abstain 
from all inordinate desires, and from all manner of un- 
cleanness and immodesty, as well in vvonls as actions; 
in- which, hoAvcver they had shamefnlly indulged them- 
selves in the darkness of heatlienism, the light of 
Christianity (lisplayed them in such odious colours as 
plainly shewed them to be unhecommg their profession, 
and no way rcconcileablc with the obligation they 
Avere under to walk as children of the light; (ver. .31, 
to the end; and chap. \. 1 — 14.) 

IV. He recommends it to them, in consideration of 
their character and ciiviimstances, to be priulent and 
circumspect in their whole conver-sation, as those who 
were instructed in the will of God; and not to seek for 
pleasure ii< a dissolute exce.s.s, but guarding against all 
intemperance, to make it the d('lightf(d business of their 
lives to express their gratitude to God, under the. in- 
fluences of his Spirit, by praising him for all his mercies 
in pioua'and devout thanksgivings; and while they tvere 
thus chreful of their duty to God, he also urges them ilot 
to bis negligent of the duties which they owed to one 
another .as members of society, but to behave with due 
submission to each other in their several stations ; (ver 
.15 — 21.) And then. 
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V. Having hinted at the relative duties of socidtj^ iu 
general, he despends to particulars, and, beginning with 
the duties of husbands and wives, he recommends it^to 
husbands to love their waives, in imitation of tlie love 
which Christ bArs to the church, and presses upoji 
wives the correspondent duty of conjugal subjection, 
in imitation of the subjection winch the church pays to 
Christ the Head of it; (ver, ^22, to the end.) From 
whence he passes on to the mutual duties of children 
and parents, an<l of servants and masters, giving suit- 
able admonitions to each, and adding proper arguments 
to enforce tluan ; (chap. vi. I — 9.) And, after thi-s, for 
a conclusion of the whole, 

VI. He gives a general exhortation to them all, of* 
whatever condition or relation in life, to prepare for a 
strenuous combat with their spiritual enemies, by put- 
ting on the whole armour of God, and living in the ex- 
ercise of those Christian graces that were necessary for 
their defence and safety: and haying among othqr things 
exhorted them to fervency in prayer, he particularly 
recommends himself to their remembrance at the throne 
of grace, that he might carry on the important work 
in which he was engaged, with freedom and fidelity, 
whatever he might suffer for it; and leaving it to Ty- 
chicus (by whom he sent this epistle) more fully to in- 
form them of every circumstance relating to him, he 
closes his epistle witlj an apostolical benediction, not 
only to themselves, but to all that love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity ; (ver. 10, to the end.) 




A 


PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


' ON THE 

EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 
THE EPHESIANS. 


SECT. I. 

The aposile Paul bes^ins the epistle with testifying^ in the strongest 
terms^ his joy that the believing Ephesians were called to the 
participation of Christian privileges in consequence of God* s 
eternal purp ose of glorif ying his grace in their sanctification 
and salvation^ through the blood of his son, and the communU 
cation of his Spirit. Eph. I, 1— 14. 


EPHES. I. 1. 


EPHESIANS I. 1. 

Paul" an apostle pAUL^ who hath the honour to be an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, ^f the Lord Jesus Christy sent forth with a 
the'Jainu .hKe special Commission from him to publish hisgos- 
at Ephesus, hid to pel and attest his resurrection to the world, and 
th^faithfui in Christ set apart to this important office by the sovereign 
4 nd gracious xvill of Gody who hath interposed 
in so extraordinary' a manner to form him for it 
and to employ him in i^ addresseth this epistle 
to the saints who are at EpkesuSy even to the 
faithful in Christ Jesus,^ who believe in* him as 


Jesus 


* To the faithful in Christ Jesus.] Some him alone for salvation, without that at* 
have understood this as an intimation tachment to the Mosaic lave which was- 
that the Christians at Ephesus were re- to be found in some other churches, and 
inarkably faU^ful Iq Christ in relying: on particularly among the Galatians. 


SECT. 

I. 

Ephes.! 

1 . 1 . 



1 00 The apostle rejoices ihdithey ncere blessed with blessivgs. 

fi^cT. llie billy Saviour, and in' consequence of tabif 
pCTSuavion ol’ the truth of his gospel, arc so- 
<i>imnly and truly devoted to the service of God. 

'I’his is, tl)e character in which he looks upon o race Ay to you, 

you, and with the most aircetionate concern 

and valik' tor you, it is his ardent wish and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
most sincere and hearty prayer, that the rich- 
est tibuiidance of l)iviiii\.»7*d:fv and favour may 
[6t ] eommuuiciUcMl to j/ifU, with all the hapjji- 
Tiess (1)7(1 jHtice iiLtcndlng it, from God our Fa- 
theVy who IS the great Original of all desirable < 

blessings, aud [Jrom'\ the Lord Jesus Christ ^ 
through whom they flow down to qs smful crea- 
tures. 

3 At the first turning or my thoughts towards 3 Blessed be thy 
you as converts to the gospel, when 1 set mvself ‘''"'I I'^nhcr ot 

r ' / , . , our LonlJcsusChrist, 

10 lliink or the liappy stale into which yon are ^vhn hath blissed n» 
brought, as true believers in tlie Son of Cod, by with nil spiritual 
this glorious dispensation of Divine grace, with j>i<i*t’‘ngs in iica\cii- 
whatever personal sorrows and afflictions I may ^ 
be pressed, 1 cannot forbear bursting out info 
songs of praise. Join with me therefore, my 
dear Christian brethren, and let us all say iVom 
our hearts, BksSi.d (he God and Father of 
pur Lord Jesus Christ vcho is now throiigii 
him become otir God and Father, and hath bles- 
sed iisf even all that are partaker^^ of his grace, 
whether Jews or (ientdes, xvith every spiritual 
blessing in heavenly [things] in Chris\^ having 


ad he uses the same title uhen add«i's». 
ing tilt Co)oj-3iaiis, (Col. i. ’2.) whom yet 
heirppjx* s on linn very account, (Co i ii. 
16, I can lay uo i^trcss upon luit- 
critioiMn. 

** nimetl bt> the Voil and Father^ Sec ] 
The length of p^riocU frequently orteur- 
ring in the writmgh of ht. Paul ia ojuj 
thing in his Myl* *1431 contributes much 
to the obscurity of it \ of which this son- 
tcuce, which runs on through twelve 
\( r«es to the end of this seotion, is a rc- 
• •larkahlo instance. But in the para- 
phrase it )8 absolutely necessary to break 
it into many, or otherwise the period 
Would be drawn out to n ttiuch more in- 
coikemcpt length, and the words added 
to illustrate particular clauses would eii- 
emnber, deform, and obscure the whole. 
—I hare been obligeil to take tlie same 
method in many other places, apd hope 
I need make no tirther apolc^gy for do- 
ing it. 

ihth btr:.st'dus ] It i; evident that the 


npostle means in the word fwi] to in- 
clude the hphe,siuiis to wh-un he wrote, 
the greatest pari of whom were (Jentile 
foiiMTts, us tihariiig with him and thtr 
Jewisli (.'briilians in their evangelical 
privileges: and . by thus beginuing his 
e^nstlt' with {^scribing thanks to (lod for 
his mercies to th<^m, he at once declares 
his firm periUledion of the calkn^ of (tie 
(ientdef, and Iris hearty joy in it, 

^ ffpAfjf ipiritmf blessing m heaxifniy. 
\,Uiinf^»\ in (,'hn^*r\ 1’be apostle <iyery 
where riiprohrnls Ibe graces of the 
so ipnoh pieforablc to its thkt it 
appears vury surprising that Ur. WHiitby 
should evpouiKl the blessings here in- 
tended as referring entirely to those gifts. 
They manifestiy take in ttverif spiritual 
blessing, (for sd'il is expressed in the 
original, IV wacp mX9yir4i7V(6fve(.Tix^,)and 

principally must rater, not to extraordU 
nary and miracuJoijsgtf/i, bnt to the sanc- 
tifying and saving graces of the Spirit; 
such as effectual calling, justification hy 



fn of ekildren, 

us, in him, and for 
of his Holy Spirit, 
the happiness 
' prepare tiaoni for 

. Iw. • I '• K*', 


^ Being j^edi^sfiridtm to the odoj^tM of children ^ 

preciously bestowed upon 
Sis sake, by the operation 
whatever may conduce to the happiness of^sivur'' 
• souls now, whatever may prepare thorn for 
eternalglory, and may seal to us the joyful hope 
anti expectation of it. 

4 A<^oording as he this w all to be considered, not as w*liat4 

hall* ohosf^n iw in we cai) protend to have deserved, bul as the re- 
him betore the (jjg grace, aiul ilie accomplislimeiit 

^\orUi. ih.it. wcshouia o* “IS eternal purpose or love concerning i4.s, tze- 
• 1)0 iioiy, andwjtiK.ut conliti^ as lit hath chosen us in hwi^^ oven in his 
biime before him in well-belovcd Son, bc/oi'e the ftmndatiim qt ike 
world was laid; always intending that we sfmdd 
be in all respects holj/anU unblameable bijorriiiniy 
and esptxially that we should walk in /oi;c,^'that, 


<;T.ice, tbo atloplion of children, the 
illiuninatioti of the Spirit, and all the 
of the Christian life, tthidi arc 
common unto all believ<rs, anti arc 
uomniiiUKMU'd to thejn in all their seve- 
ral hranohe^. And tlx'so arc blessings in 
thr fic<iicn!it »v T5iif or inheft^ 

Vi'H.'y (d!> I would ohousc to ren- 
der It, rather than as they arc 

tilings that have a manifest relation and 
icspcrt to heaven, and have a tendency 
to lit Us for It, iind lo lend us, not to seek 
after t|ie enjoy men Is of this present 
world, hue to he coiivcraant about, and to 
be waiting for those of the heavenly state, 
i lath chiuen vs m him,] 1 think the 
apostle here cannot he understi-od to iiili- 
nuite that viny one of the person^ mIio 
belonged lo the ciuiicli of tlie J'jibcsians 
(or eUcwla 1 e toothcrCtiristKiii societies,) 
in the bondb of external l ouiiTiuiiion, was 
by a paiticular decree of ^lod pcimialiy 
tliosey^\.\i eterii.il life, and to perse\ering 
holiness as the way to it. For be eould 
have no evidence that Uib dj*’ oiike 
With regard to each, without such a reve- 
lation asl think none liave pretended, and 
as woitl4vafy ill agree with Other pasiiages 
inflating to Uic apostaey o^sbuic who once 
inaAc a very forward profession, and with 
the nUny exhortations and cant iuns which 
everywhere occur in his writiqgs, or with 
tlicdedarations Christ had mOR ooucerii- 
iiig the final ruin that would in fact atlcnd 
many who called tliemsclve.s Christiana, 
and some who bore the highest offices in 
the church, apd wrought the most extra- 
ordinary works. (Compar<r Matt. vii. 

'24 ; and lijke xiii. 26, 27.) I conclude 
therefore tha^Jie speaks of whole societies 


in general :»s coiijjistlng of >.iints and he- 
lic\ers, because tlii> was I lie predominant 
ch.iructer, and he had reason in the judg- 
ment of ch.'iriiy to beliexe the greater 
part were suoii, (compare I’hil. i. 7.) Nor 
did he always judge it necessary to make 
exceptions in reference t«» a few liyp.)- 
ei'jtcs who crept in aiiioug them, any wiori! 
• than Christ judged it so to speak of Ju- 
das as excluded, wtum ho mnitions the 
twelve thrune.'. of judgment on which the 
apostles siiouiil sit, (M.it. \iv. '.^3.) iu 
this view pe says of thmu in general, that 
whether they were Jews or fjeiitilcs tjiey 
were indiserimiiiately ckon'ttf mu only to 
those present privileges whudi they all 
a« profi-ssing CUristiaus onjojed, but to 
real holiness and evbrlaating glory. And, 
as wearesurctlieiewereat I'phrsus many 
Jewish couveris wlio wore in lull cunmiu- 
iiiuii with the church, I can .sieiio reason 
at all, with some conioieniatorsi < f great 
name, to limit what tin* apu^th'. s hero 
to theffcntiles. Anaddiess to U.em alone 
ifi this epistle would very little suit tltat 
candour and love .so prevalent in the 
heart of St. Paul, and so cs-enlial to c verj- 
tpue Christjan. Thu pious professor 
Franckius tbtnks the apostle speaks only 
of the Jews, till he comes to the l3tU 
T«»r4iej but from note ^ l»elow', on vcr. 9, 
it will appear that he must be uiiit;ikei4 
in this singularity of interprethtii n. 

f Jn kve, J This is often insisted upon j 
and perhaps the rather, to, intimate that, 
now the middle tcali oj partition uias firi /r a, 
rioten, it of the highest importance to 
CiiUiv4io natural ajiectian without any re- 
gard tojho singularity of the Jeyiish or 
Gentile character. 



y)2 We have redemption through the hlood of Christ 

sicT. by the exercise of this sacred affection to &rid 
. and each other, we might be preserved from the 
which abound in the world, and animated 
1 ^ to the most worthy, honourable, and useful be- ' 

^haviour. To this we know God hath appoint- 3 Haying predesti- 
edus; let us therefore, in proportion to the SSorTchildro'J 
degree in which we find this temper prevail- by Jesus Christ to 
ing in us, look back with delight to those gra- himself, according 
cious purposes which the blessed God formed in pleasure 

his own all-comprehending mind concerning us 
long before we had a being; and let us contem- • 

■|)latc and rejoice in him, as having predestinated 
Us to the adoption of childy'en^ and fore-ordained 
us to be received into his family hji/ Jesus Christy 
in whom he has chosen us for a peculiar people 
unto hhnselj^ and thereby entitled us, not only 
to ihe most valuable privileges by which his 
church on earth is distinguished, but to an in- 
heritance of eternal glory. And surely when 
we compare so happy a state and hope with our 
own temper, character, and deserts, we must 
acknowledge our appointment to it to have bf^en 
according to the good pleasure of his will, and 
ascribe it entirely to the overflowings of his 
mercy. 

6 May we therefore ever acknowledge it to the 6 To the praise of 
praise (f his plorious grace^ which we can never i*** 

sufficiently admire, and which the whole world h^h**inrdc'^u” act 
should concur to magnify and adore; even that cepted in tb« Be- 
grace, reherein he hath jnade tis accepfedy and loved; 
hath regarded us as the object of bis favour and 
complacf.ncy, in the Lord Jvsus Christ, as his 
firet and best beloved Son ; through whom, though 
in ourselves we are so unworthy of it, we have 
7 received the adoption; And V » whom we h^ve ^ In whom w« 
redemption fn m the power of sin, the tyranny 
or ^atan, and the final wrath and displeasure. t)t theformeneisofsins, 
God, through the pouring forth of his blood up- accoidiug to ^ tht 
on the cross, when he undertook the great and graces 

awful work of making an atonement for us by 
, the sacrifice of himself: for by this pbcious 
stream it is, as flowing from his wounded side, 
the full and free remission of 2 M our most nume- 
rous and aggravated sins is happily conveyed 
untQ us on our believing in him, according to the 
inexhaustible riches of his graces which reaches 
even beyond the extent of all our most heinous 



All ifithgfare reunited under oii/hedd in Christ; 




ttinsgressions, and where our guilt had risen to se«] 
. the most fearful height hath its superior tri- 

umphs. In the displaj-s of which grace 

8 Wherein hchath uiust also acknowledge that he hath ahounded 

abouncied^ us ^// and prudtnce having 

prudence, with infinite wisdom contrived a way to glorify 

all his attributes in the salvation of men, even 
those which seemed to have the most dilFercnt 
claims, dispensing mercy in a way of judg- 
ment, and, awakening an humble awe and re- 
• vcrcnce in the soul by the very method which 

is used for granting pardon and peace. 

9 Having made \\[ thcsc admirable and gracious purposes 9 

known unto us the pleased to unite, and to disco- 

according to Ins good ver in thc way of our salvation ; having made 
pleasure which he fcnoicn uiito 11 $^ by the revelation of that gospel 
purposed in which 1 have the honour and happiness of 
being an apostle, ike long concealed mystertj of 
his xeilly^ according to his own sovereign good 
pleasure and free grace, which he had before 
purposed in himself even the important design 
of gatherihg to himself, out of all nations, Jews 
and Gentiles, one holy and glorious church. 

10 Thai in the dis- This was his grand design, which all his other 10 

tunes ^he ^l^P^^satioiis of providence and grace in former 
might gather toge- ^gos w^re intended more properly to introduce; 

Uicr in one all things that in the economy of the fulness (f the limeSy 
in Christ, both which when that time was fully come which .he in 

are in heaven, and , . . . ^ j r .1 - 

which are on earth, wisc appointment and distribution or things 

tven in him: had judgfd most suitable and eligible, he might 

reunite under one head all things in Christy 
whom he hath constituted sovereign of angels and 
men, and of all his dominions and subjects, both 
which are in heaven and which are on tarih^^ 


hath 
himself : 


s In ali u'isdom and prudence.] To un- 
derstand this as a very' celebrated coiii- 
mentalor does, of their oten prudent returns 
to be made to the Divine goodness, seems 
a sense much below the apostle’s mean- 
ing. 

The mystery of hu m7/.L It is so 
called, as having long been ke^ a sectety 
of which neither Jews nor Centiles had 
any conception till it was revealed by 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles. 1 think 
this plainly proves that Professor Franc- 
kins is mi&Uken in referring the word 
[vj] to the Jews ; for the mystery of cal- 
ling the Gentites was not for a consider- 


able time made hioicn to the converted 
Jews, and when it was declared by the ' 
apostles^ it was difficult for them fully to 
submit to it. 

» Both in heaven and on eartht] This is 
considered by some as a Jewish phr«ise 
to express the whole world ; and Mr. rjt»cke 
thinks it may be equivalent to Jews and 
Gentiles, (compare Dan. viii. 10.) ■ Put 
it seems more rea.'wnable to U4derstand 

of bringing angels as well as men under 
the government of Christ. (Compare 
Col. I. 16, 20j Epb. iii. H); Phil. ii. 10.) 
The word ayaxtfaXauuffdai must, in its 
most literal signification, express uniting 
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In whom also We have obtamed an Jndieritdncei 

, $ r!'. 

that for bis ,^lorv and the' good of the 
Society he siiould with suprenic authority pre-' 
sido over all. And thus in Christ hath he unit- aUa 

ecj all t'ufigs, [even] in hm who is the Head o/ rnhX«er"b^inf 
all; in ichnm also ice have obtained au tnheri- prcdestm^tcdticcuTd- 
tancCy^ and the hope of complete and everlasting ins to the purpose 
felicity; /laving been graciously predestinated to “u \wng5 thS 
it according to the purpose of him ^ who by an cotinsel “of lus ow« 
efficacious, though gentle and often impercop^ will; 
tiblc, influence, workeih all things agreeably to 
the counsel of his own will;^ and, having formed 
all his schemes with infinite wisdom, takes the 
ino^t sure and suitable means to execute them, 
and to subdue in the minds of men, as he 
has subdued in mine, the strongest prejudices 
against them. And not 1 alone, but all who of 12 That wc should 
Jews are become believers in Christ, must ac- hts ^giory, 
knowledge this to have been the case, and must trusted in’ciui^t. 
consider it as laying us under the highest obli- 
gations, that we should be entirely devoted to 
the praise (f his gloj't/y and to the. purposes of 
his service for ever: even we, who first trusted 
in the power and promise of Christ'^ for salva- 
tion, and many of us ventured our souls upon 
him, wJien his name was unknown to tiie Gen- 
tile nations, and to most, of our own c/funtry- 
men was the object of contCMnpt and abhorrence. 


aiioin under one Head. Both anf>eh ami 
7ncn were at first in swpfit and baimoni- 
iiu-i subjeclum to the Son of (tod, the great 
Creator of bo*h; (mt77w« haung broke 
hmisclf ofi frum the society, the S>n qf 
Man by liib biimiliatioa and sutferin^s 
'iecovers all who believe in him, and Jii 
his human nature presides over the kingdmn 
to which in the woild of ftlory they apd 
l)i:> anj^els belong. This iiiterplrcUitiut 
presents so noble a view, that no Otiicr 
‘will bear a CotniMrispn. 

^ He huvr obtained an inheriinnee.] Ms. 
X.ocke would render ate be- 

i.tne hiS ’ inheritance^ (alluding to Deut. 
xx.\ii. 9, portwn is hit p¥^le^ 

Jacob IS ihi^Siqf his inheritance aud in- 
terprets )t a$ referring to the admissioo 
of ibe C entiles into the churchy which is 
God's hentfige : but, as [iw] in this and 
^he next verse seenH, opposed to in 
the thirtoeuth,>i.i must -signify the Jews 
whxiJrVr/ tnutied in ChiUiy, or the body of 
the Christian ciumh, wliu were incorpo- 
iMtcd bmg before ibo Tphesians were 
brought into '.u 


y * H'ko xeerheth all things agre/'ahli/ to the 
ioitnsel of hU QVdn mil.] 'I bis does indeed 
express taking such nu'thuds to 

answer hispnrpo‘‘es as he knows will in 
fact be suc'cssfiil. But it dors not pro\o 
any thing like an overbearing impuUc 
on men's minds to detcnnitic them iri 
btiOh a manner as to destroy the natural 
freedom of their \oiitions,and so to pre- 
vent tlicir being justly accountable to 
for Gqd such aistions. 

Wtri first ftmted in Christ.} J J^htnk it 
strange that Locke should this 
as an argument tQ prove tliat the apostle 
speaks of the Gentiles; since it is so 
evident that the grand harvest of believ- 
ing Jews was gathered into the dhurch 
before Christ was preached to nay of the 
Gentiles. To interpret th^ word 

as signifying that they^^^ began to 
h'pe in Christ or had^nst emf^tainad hope 
through him, whereas they had 

nr/ kupCy (Kpb. ii. 1*2.) loses the force of 
the expression, and sinks the sense of 
the Greek langtwgc. 



fi^fe seale4'Mik thi Spirit. 

13 In. whem yn p^erful efficacy of the same grace, hath 

displayed in you, and hath girci, 
truth, the gospel of you a title to the same luheritanee in Chnjjt,:: 
your salvation : iw in who 7 H yt also, who were once sinners of the 
whom also, after that Q even V C Kpbesians, who were oarti- 

sealed with that holy fularly dcvoted to ulolarry and superstition, 
iJpirit of promise, (compare Acts xix. 19. 35.) to a degrtee which 
distinguished you from many of your hcdthen 
neighbours, \tmsicd] and believed as we had 
done, xahen ye heard the word of truth, the /:os^ 
• pel (f ytur sakation, which brings the good tid- 

ings of salvation to you as as oiliers, and 
gives the most convincing demonstrations of your 
being called to share in all the blessings tliatafo 
bestowed in (’hrist: in whom ulsn^ having 5 e- 
lieved and made profession of your faith, yt 
sealed with the holy Spfrit of prom/se, (iescend- 
ing upon you, not only in miraculous gMts, but 
in its sanctifying guices,to attest that you be- 
long to the family of God; and are heirs of the 

14 Which is the promises made to Abraliam and his seed. I 

earnest of our inhft. that bli*«sed 00(1 gracious Spirit, who is 

demption of the pnr- earnest of ounnheritantT,^ in wlioni you have 
chased possession, a Certain pledge and token of 30111* being by 

special adoption entitled to it, to encourage and 
animate you under all the tlif>i(‘nrties of your 
way’, while you continue waiting till yon receive 
the complet(; redemption vf the ]>( onle he hath so 
dearly" purchased for his possession to them he 
hath promised everlasting life and happiness, 
and he will certainly bestow it upon them in the 
day of his final appearance, which will at length 



U 13 ; 


14 


® The contest of ottr mheritnnee.^ It 
scorns vrry unnatural to explain this as 
Mr. Locke does, of our heinQ Hod ' a vtkcti^ 
tame, ftjr the eru'ncst mmi certainly re- 
fer to future btesstnp^s, aijd be intended as 
a pledn^e iind tokeii of our rigiu and title 
to them; 

« ItU the redemption of the ptnehased 
pfm*tsroN.] Or. Whitby would icndor 
this clause ft; aTtahvIf-MO-tf Tiff tCTf jiwanjOTrtwc, 
tdl the redemption of life ; and brii)g.s many 
texts out of Septua^int, where on 
•aotiM signibes to save aike. "I'o illustrAtc 
this, he observes, there are two 
dempiions or grand delhenwceSt (for that 
ix plainly his idea of redemption ;} the otie, 
that oi‘ Justification f consequent upon he- 
li«?viHg; the other, that by which we are 


delirered from death, and i*ll the other 
penal conscqnencosrof sin, in thf ntJemp^ 
ixon of the imiy from corruption that it 
may partake of eternal life. (Compare 
Koto. viii. 'I'his nearly coiiioides 

with Beza’s interpretation, who would 
translate it, till the redemption of vindirh* 
lion, that is, till we are setbntirciy at li- 
berty, .^nd receive coiuplete d'ehvcranec 
and salvation. But 1 rjather conclude 
that here signidcs the people 

whum Christ lias purchased to be hh peat- 
liar property ^ which is very agTeeabJe to 
the sjguitication of the word elsew'here. 
Compare Mah iii. 17, Septuag. (wlure it 
answci'S to nSiD Segullah.) Acts xx. •ifi ; 
1 Tim. iii. 13; and 1 Pet. ii. 9. 



1 06 Rejeciions c)i ih'e ’grace disphy^d in s^rft^’ blessings. 

sE(:r. open with a lustre that shall fully repay praise of his 

t an expectation, and will abundantly conduce S 
the prats or to the illustration of 

'livU wisdom and love which hath wrought in 
' y‘\ etrery pVevious dispensation, to lead on by the ' 

' properest degrees towards that most illustrious 
one which was to close the whole. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Verso Are we not by Divine grace and mercy partakers of those 

3 blessings which Paul here celebrates with so much delight, and 
in the review of which, familiar as they were to his thoughts 
and discourses, he breaks forth as it were into a rapturous an* 
them in the very beginning of this epistle, as he likewise does 
in so many others? Ought not our hearts to be as warui'iii such 
devout acknowledgments? Are spiritual blessings in heavenly 
things or places in Christ Jesus less valuable now than they were 
seventeen hundred years a^o? Are not the necessities of our souls 
the same? Is not their immortality the same? Let us then join 
with the most grateful sentiments in the acclamation ; and, in 
proportion to the degree in which we feel the importance of what 
God hath already done, and is doing for our souls, let us go back 

4 with unutteial)le pleasure to the gracious purpose which he was 
pleased to form in his own compassionjitc breast, when Ijc chose 

5 us in Christ before the foundation of the world, when he predcs- 
' tinated us through him to the adoption of children. Let us ac* 

1 1 knowledge the freedom of his grace in it, that we arc thus predes^ 
. tinated according to the purpose of him^ who with proper regard 
to the natuie of his intelligent and free creatures, worketh all 
things agreeably to the good pleasure of his wiH^ and niaketh us 
(^accepted in the Belovedy that we may l>e to the praise of the glory 
of his grace. 

;■ 4; g Let these united displays of wisdom and love affect our hearts ; 
for he hath indeed abounded towards us in all wisdom and pru- 
dence. And let that holitiess which mingles its glories in the 
whole scheme, be also remembered. Let it never be forgotten, 
4 that we are predestinated to be holy and without blame^ before 
him in love, that we might attain to that blameless temper which 
, love alone can inspire and support. 

. 9 For this purpose the mystery of his will is made known to us, 
and that grand illustrious plan is displayed, which is so well wor* 
10 thy of all l^e perfections of. a God; even his design to gather 
. together in one all things in Christ, to unite all good and happy 
jr spirits under him as the common Head, and to make him the bond 
of tbeir eternal union to God and to each other. Wbat arc we 
sinful creatures, that we should be received into such an asso- 
ciation i Let us never forget it On earthy as we shall /or ever 



sn, that it is through his hiood that have sec) 


::4 

commemorate it iiy 


redemption: etewarredemption, which he who has begun the i.J . 
happy work will ceTtainly complete, in favour of those whom 
he hath purchased to be an everlasting possession unto himself. 

In the meaft time, may his Spirit be given us as the'seal of 14 . 
the promises, and the earnest of our inheritance ! And by more 15 
abundant communications of his sanctifying influences, may he 
raise our souls to a blessed anticipation of those enjoyments 
which will endure for ever, and will be for ever new and delight- 
ful. 


• SECT. II. 

Tha apostle assures the Ephesians of the fervency mth which he 
was offering his prayi rs to God on their account^ that they 
might have still higher and worthier concepfioyis if the gospel^ 
andoj its glorious Author as raised from the dead, and exult- 
ed to supreme dominion in the heavenly world. lilph. I. 15, to 
the end. 



15. EPHESIANS I. 1/ 

yyHEKKFORE 1 J HAVE mentioned the invaluable blessings 
also, after I of wliich as Christians we have the privilege 
be partakers, whether Jews or Gentiles; and ' 
and love unto all the this causc, knowing the extensive views on 
‘'dints, which the Christian church is formed, in the af- 

fectioiiate remembrance which 1 have of all the 
faitliful, 1 also bear you on my heart, both in the 
praises and the prayers which I offer up to God ; 
having in this my confinement heard of your 
stedfastness in the faith you have in the Lord Je- 
sus^, whom we adore as our common Saviour, 
and of the Urve {you bear] to all the saints, whe- 
not to thor circumcised or uncircumcised : On which \i» 
cease not daily to give thanks for you. 


ir» Cease 
jivc iiiaiiks for you, account 


I 


that you are brought by Divine grace into this 


* t laving ^keard of the faiih you have, 
&c. ax>/<ri»f r>]v snf'xv.] Some 

have ftirjirued from hence that this epistle, 
* if direct'd to the Ephesians, must 
ha\e been written before Paul’s long 
abode At Ephesus, since he would, not 
hatc spoken of ihe'r Jaith as only known 
hj tefMit, if he had for two years and an 
half been conversant with them, andseen 
diects of it. To this sbme have an- 
swerod, by pleading that ax»m •^ignides^ 
not only to hear, but to understand, by 
wh<itc\er means the knowledge be at- 
tained; and others have said that thi« 


epistle was intended, not only for the 
church of Ephesus but for other Asian 
churches in the neighlxxurhood. Hut per- 
haps the easiest and most solid answer is, 
that as it was now Eve or six years sioee 
Paul quitted Ephesus, he might jtuigo it 
proper thus to express hi.s complacency 
on hearinff that they continued, in the inid,st 
of so many circumstances of tovif>tatiun, 
to behave in a manner so worthy what 
be had personally'observed atnoni; the^n. 
In this sense Mr. Locke undei*stands thcfse 
words; and it is illustrated by comparing 
Phil. i. 3, ^7; and 1 Thess. i. 5,6; ii^u 
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lie pra^sfof theif furth€r enli^ 


BTLCT. hap})y stAte, and am making fnenCi&n making mention 

. V* ways iumy prajjers^ which I am contiiuially Ijraycrs. 

to heaveo for my brethren iu every 
place* ^ 

'' * And it is my constant request for you, that i 7 That the Goa 
' ' ffie GVrf and Father of our Lord Jmir Christ, ,hc'’jLiT "f 
wIjo is abo the Jfaihn' oj glonjj ot which he is glory, may give un- 
etcriiaily ancl iiniiiutably possessed, from whom you the spirit of 
ail olory procoeck, and io whom it returns, 
gire ijoa more iibundant supplies ot the spirit oJ ©f him : 
uisdom and revelation^ to iill you with a more 
c/ikirgi*d knowledge of his will, and animate 
yon to the further exercise of every grace in the 
l^arknowledgement of him: And in I'mrticular, *8 The eyes of 
that by Ins inriuence and teaching he hwnld 
' give vait] to iiave the eyes of your under stinid- that yc may krmtr 
ing cnlighienedsKiW more and move**; thai^ being «;hat the hope of 
thns illuminated, ynay know, in a more com- 
jirelKMisive manner than you now do, rehat /.s glory of hit? inherit, 
///t’ great and important hope of hU callings what in tiu* >aint.s 
arc tlie high conceptions you should have of 
that excelient Object whigh the gospel proposes 
to yoilr pursuit, and with what Gcrtamty and 
delight you should look forward to it, and may 
discern more fully what are the inexpressible 
advantages, and what the plorioUs richer and in*- 
estimulilc treasures if his inheritance in the 
saints, which he distributes with so liberal a hand 
among them in the blessings of his grace at 
present, in consequence of having adopted them 
to himself, and which hereafter they shall possess 
in perfect happiness and glory, and shall for 
ever enmy with Iiim and with each other : 

V3And that you rtiay be thns more thoroughly 19 And what / 
sensible ”^chai [jV] the exceeding greatness vj his exneidm- 
pmm- which hf hath manifr^ed' ii. the opm- 
tions of hjs grace towards us who cordially or- according the 
HclC Jiis gospel, according to the energy of the wo»*W»sufSii?iintfhty 
pewer of his mighp'^ inllucncing our hearts in 


i» The rjes uf yont understanding enhght* 
e}iefl’\ 6uf translation here, thougrh it 
expres j the sense, departs from the con- 
, strUction of ibe original, in which these 
wordis are ini\w accusalivitcasH, 
y.iCf &c. and. appears to be governed b}' 
tb^^erb in the preceding vcr»'e> And 
therefore, to preserve the same construe- 
tinn,.*! have repeated here the words 


{muUl give i/nti], winch are inserted as a 
supplement. 

* TAe exieetting gtMinesiof hh pojve 
fitC. I The Adinirablejxauly of this pas- 
sage, and the stn)ng emphasis and f»)rc 
of the expressions ill the^riginal, are welt 
sft forth by Bishop Pearson (on theCheecI, 
p-. itld), as scarcely to he parallol^d in 
any author, and superior to what unr 



and the power xohkh iomrght in Christ, 

#^i^%.Tnanner, as eflectiinlly to conquer all our 
jpiT^judices against Chrisiianity, and iigainst iruc 
teligion in every form. ^ 

CO Wbitb ^he This IS indeed a j)f)vvcr, like tliat u'lii<,l] is tlic 
«iscK; confirmation of our faitlt, a. Uv\uy: l!,c tu.ilieii- 
from the deni, and tiC SCIM ol thc gO'^pC:, i-et to It 0} that CiJorgy 
set him at Ins own rv/iu'/i hc cxevicd in hi> S(ui Je'iiis Chrnf, ulie’n 

cold and niattfil-d corp-e in il.o sepu!- 
chre, i)i raising him from the drad, and thus de- 
claring luui to be the Son of (mxI nitli power 
^ (lloiii. 1 . -k) ; ami by which too lie s*. alrd \ hnu\ 

al hi 'i o'um rtght^band in hcaicnla [fd. ces\, in 
the possession ofihe highest digintv and glory; 
Cl Far above all [hiving cxaltod him /i/* libovr all the ranks in : 
pT.T‘'.>n'l’ mini”'* '"W'lic «0'"ld, evon above evert pvimipnU, 
aiiii duin'i.i.ui, and /'//, n]id pnh.t)\ and nuo/if^ and domnion, how- 
ex ny iiaiiie that i, over they are di'-tmguish(‘fl in tla* ci'!‘ stial 
ali" li’a'raieii_\, above Cxrn/ nah)(\ .‘anv liotioiir- 
in il«ai whiili is tu uble soov er, //n/Z zv (Ji* luid in .in\ :H‘e(mnt, 

■ >1(4 o}tlii in this xcoild^ but aL'-o ■’/< that rrhnh is 

to come; so that tlieie never h;!< i;e(*n, and nev(‘r 
shall be, iiniong all the inliaif.Miits of heaven or 
earth, any one, dear iind e.\cc ih‘nt, so high 
and liODOiirahle, in the sight of (jod as lie i 
c: And liatb put jj. delightful to pursue the medilalion ;• 
reilectiiig fai iher, that tlie Divine ])!»vver lialli 
A/ /it, iij * J1(M<1 o\or not onlv invi’^'.ed our asx'o.Kh' i Sa.vioiir witii 
su|)re!i:(‘ dignity, hut hk ;\\ is(* wiih universal 
authority; end hath >iihjeclcd all lhin^;s wliaiso- 
ever u.}dc<- h^s iliar he urre (*verru!e enrl 
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SECT. . 
II, *■ 



Vipht??; ' 

1. 20. ' 


.li' tli'n};s 
I'lnu'fb. 


':‘J U is 

Ii'm! ‘ III' i'iilin - 

him thrit iilh ill .ill lii 
.ill. 


niana^ - lin'in as in? eiid gi'i'Ut hi 

Ihaa (Kcr (dl ./e /.’gv fh 
51 , oeeeht, anil 


n 

sirii'one 
;iro!( 

iliai 'diu: eO ::’7Z(7/ is/ns />»x/.7, ::nd wli.i h a*. ‘Uch 
i;. ev- r dear and precious to Inni, and, b(‘ 


CfUirch, for 
Ml ' 


. S 

inadv co:up!(*tf in him, is regarded as the f nlncss' 
of him ‘•jL'ho ftUt! h alt persmis ia ./.'/places^ with 
all kind o! good tilings whiidi thi'y possess, and 
\ et dei’grits in tins as li’s cliosen dwelling, {*ven 
as an h.)!y temple which he halli coiisecihaied 
to liiiiiself. 


I.'iTi;inn»Te ran rcncii. Sci* also BlackwoU's ofj^rcat. ivpijht, and havo 
Sarred Vol. I. p. .S07, tin* tfxt.'it*rf)idiij;;lv ; tliotrjli it 

li" f -t/ii's.-, o/'k>-.n ti/n fif/i'ih a!/ tft ai,\^ llirt the wt#id has si'tnrtimesl 

Mr. Locke uiMlersland'- tins .c? if it ncrc a'i"l'.rr seiihc; as x lien ixcaic li'l ttirtf- 
y.iiA .’V f nr comiilt’icly 'I’.’rr // l w r/i//\t'v .Foir.i », and 

iilh' i 'ly htfif iVc. ::i«d I tliiiik the icxt.s he Chitst d' I'laiod to haxe nil fitt^ jul/ie^,^ 
refers t.» in Coiidrsii-'Ti'Mi <.r this stmo are a/ ihit'j in fmn. f’nl. Ii 'J 



I to Rejiectiom on ihe a/mlie's pmjer for 

, . , IMPROVKMRNT. .. 

F^rni in ("hrist, and loviitoall ihi* saints, areiiere with great 
; n-, pr():>ri(My i)ut by the apostle for tlic whole of a( 1 iri.* 5 tian temper. 

tin y he more apparent and operative in all who calltheni- 
j)y the Clirislian name! Even a firm and ac'tive faith, a 
warm and unhonnded love, which shall forget every thing that 
vvonld alienate our hearts from our brethren ; and only remember, 
that tlu'v aie saints, consecrated to God, and sanctified by him; 
ojthat they are In'hiVers in Christ Jesus, and therefore one with 
him, who is our 1 lead, and our All ; whose love hath given to us, 
and to lliem, wlialcver is lovely in either: who wdll save the 
•v\ hole body, and make it so liappy together, that tlu-' very tlioiight 
of lliat happiness should cause our hearts to overflow with every 
benevolent atfection, as well as with perpetual gratitude, to our 
Divine DelivcTcr, who is tlic soureti of it. 

f.el I's learn by this excellent and pathetic prayer of the apos- 
tle what are the most important petitions we can oiler for our- 
IS Shelves and our (.'hrisiian iViends. Surely this must be number- 
ed among them, that the eves ofour understaiulings may bo en- 
lightened more and more, liiat so we may more clearly and af- 
feetionattdy know what is the great and glorious hope which our 
( dnisiian calling sets before us. .Mas, as yet we know but little, 
ol it ! l)iit little of (hat great and glorious inheritance which God 
; will divide among Iiis saints, and in the enjoyment of which lie 
will for ever unite them all. lJut adored be his grace if we so 
know it as deliberately to make choice of it, as to give up every 
intercM, and hope inconsistent with it, and determinatcly to say, 
This is Old u'e hare desirid if ; (Tsai, cxxxii. 14.) 

19, liO //<' iidio hnth wrought us to the self -same things is (lod ; (2 (’or. 
V. 5.) It is indeed an exertion of a Divine power, that (piieken- 
ed these dead souls of ours; Hie same, that quickened the dead 
body of oar Redeemer, quic!-oned, exalted, and glorified him. 
f.et onr souls, like that of the ostle, presently lake the hint, 
and soar upward, as will) an eagle’s, or rather an angel's wing; 
11 soar to those glorious abodes, w berc he sits at the right-hand of 
God.Jar above all principality^ andpoicer, andmight^ anddomi* 
I? and every mmu: that is named. There he reigns, not only 

"" as the sovereign Guardian of the universe, but in tlic morc'cn- 
7 jfL'aring character of the Head of the church, b':aring the same 
tCMider affection to it, exerting the same care over it, as the head 
over the members; calling the church, narrow as its boundaries 
.seem, liis fulness, thougb h(3 fills all in all. 

Blessed Lord! Fill our souls more and more with all the 
graces of thy Spirit, and extend the boundaries of the church 
;;!{ abroad ! Unite us in these dearest bonds; and give us al- 



there -dead in trespassii and sinti 

ways to act vecftElT- 'Of that honour whicli thou conferri^t upon 
“ us, when thou'calfest us thi/ bodif, thy Jlesh, and thy bines /” 
(Kphesians v. 30.) * 



SECT. III. 

farther to excite the gratitude of the Ephesians, the apostle leads 
them, back to that state of moral death in which the gospel 
found them, and reminds them how entirely they were saved 
, by Divine grace. F.ph. II. l — 10. 


rm^II. 1. EPHE.S1ANS II. 1. 

Mil hath he IQNSPEAKABLE, my brethren, is the liappi- 
tjun'kch tU wiio ness of the body of Christ, which I have 
be7andlit mentioning, the happiness of all who 

are related to him as their glorious Head: and 
through Divine Grace this liappiness is yours; 
for ijoHj though once sinners of the Gentiles, 
\haih hc'\ who raised up Christ from the dead 
[quickened] and raised to life,=^ by the effectual 
working of that mighty |)o\vlm* which I have 
sh(‘wn ym to have wrought in Christ; even you, 
ttVio will (as 1 persuade myself) most readily 
acknowledge, that you long :ir?v t/tW inires^ 
passes and sins, incapahle of any sensations and 
actions arising from that spiritual and Divine 
life to whicli his grace has now awakened you, 
and liable, as the just desert and consequence of 
(2 \\’h( n lime your sins, to a sentence of eternal death. Such, 
ar- jj- manifest, was your wretched state, while 
you continued in the paths of vanity and gnilt, 
in udiic/i 1 /e J'ormevlij milked with p!easur(*,*' ac- 


)'i>N h'i'h lit f^ittJu/it tL] Some liavc 
\ (d ilial tilt' rcDiitTiinii here isliai'.sli, 
In' woids \hulh hr tjutc'.rned] oot being in 
lit (>i i;;ina),' and wunld (htrcfoie suppose 
he aotusalTx (; case (<i!i'ihc|:rjiiiuia- 
iansj all itj io be {•oMM’ued’by the verb 
isinb Mtnod, aiisttci'ing to I be 
lost' of ihe preredlngcliapter ; and ihtis 
ijrld takr the M*tise to be, “ He who 
f ^!iJi a a /u\ with all Jjifts andi 

\niiu liiilh 'd\^ti JiJlrd y u among' tlie 
it'sl.'* liuttiie xvordi v.xixe 

verse, so direietly ans«n’"l<» 
in tiie lif'tb, that 1 tliink 
v( r\ plain bolli must refer to (j-. 
oi-'T', hr hutn ^ytit.ki titd hh't tin u ith 
"/sA. ri: s aiiioll^ 


others, of Caiil’s bfginriug a soutcnce 
and then throwing in a xory long paren- 
tlii'MS, and takiHL' up arain ar. a Consider- 
able distance the words xxhieJi he 

bcg:aii, or neiirly the saiiic. t oniparo 
ICph. iii. ], H, uiiii ohaj>. iv. 1 ; and 1 
Tiiu. i. 3, with vx r. IS. 

in is'klrh yt* f\j>’\ctly taalh'd,} Dr. 
(iDialwiii very ptMtiuen'.ly obserxcs hric, 
that tb«' Ephesians x\ (‘I e remarkable, iit 
the midst ot all their iearnitij^, for a most 
ahandriiied chaucter. 'they nanisbcd 
'IkTiiiodorub nicii'ly for bis virhie, iheic- 
by in efli'ct making a law tlirit e\cry mo- 
dest and tempi i'aU‘ mju sbon'd leave 
tiioin,' See J)r. fiuodv. \V..» \ ul. 

T. p. " 
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SECT, eordins.to ih- course .niu uuinnor «/ ihis presetot tothf couri* 

»'v veorld^ in a c;onlbrmil\ to the conunon usage * he'prm'rof 

;i^c ill which you live, and to the lashionahle the power irf the air, 
enoni'.’tJesol vonr heathen neighbours; ii course the^spirit that now 
so .lcn stal)ly ‘evil, that I may properly say of it, 
that It was Ill'll avtordmtjj ii> th(‘ liosirc, instiga- 
tion, iiiui w ill, of //ic pnnee rj the phuer of the 
ai)\' that wieked spirit who comiuands the 
legions of hillen aiigols, tlsat hy Divine per- 
mission rani’e in the air, and ilv from place to 
jiiacc in ]>urMiit of their pernicious purpose of 
corrujiting and deslroying mankind. 1 say it 
again, yonr course was formerly according to tlie 
dieiatei and mi .gestions of that cursi^l and ma- 
lignant spirit, wIjo hy hts influence on the hearts 
ol' men lias in eilVct the management, howi'vcr 
unseen and unappreli(Mid<‘d, oj the spirit that 
}io:i' »\r}(r:tit‘'i poKcrful/y in the children of dis- 
t l'cdiciiccj^ and prejudices their darkened minds 
against admiltingthe evidence and authority of 
the gospel. 

Avionsst tchom also rre all had fornivrlu. at . ^ Among 

, • ^ 1 r- 1 r 1 vw’ -'ll h.K 


least in some degrci*, our 


whom 

r. , /* { v\(« .\ii h.^d our 

('onrscot life illld con- ,.onur>H(i<.,n..li.rOT 
•icrsa/wn,*' whatever oiir education or religious past, m Uk* lusts of 
profession niigfft have been ; walking in many 
in.stanecs, in the unbridled lusts of our/lcsh, to the 
base appetites of which we were enslaved, so as 
to forget the tree dignity and happiness of a 


^ V/f’ Ir'./ire of the potvei rf 

n‘f('r.s tf» a .Jewish f r.idinon that i’ o 
v.as inl>. !"ic;! |»y e:i/ :i uo:. ii 

wiiU’lias M». Medo; o!>mi\cs /Diat. • u 
Pit. li. t,) ihe apostio I’aut j'C'im; -# 
jppr(}\ i\ 

tki Ap.'nf ih.'il iii.i' i, »/'■:. - 

1‘illu in the childini of tiro! t - »-. | I u* i 
dci it \ of the as lliK a'jfi»‘**** hett . 

with ihe uoimrurf'iiii ot ilw oriici. al v 

— Tn whicli 

Iradi u'i liiivfrr tiiis lalU^r clause to the 
infliiriK’e of S.4ta:i ovtr the vf 
" tr: \:.iut Hi' C'jtn/fif (hjiOMtion tL~t is so 
puv.iitu! iasiuneis, wlii(.)i h th.o 

ill hjeef in h s n.nn nl, ami 
aolua'u d hy him. — l.c pbra-i* 
y T'..; 'f'A; r*;; nrii^hir;, is \eiy ..*»lroiig 
ami <‘mpk<iti al, i'oth ip llicdnioiniiMtion 
if I'l ilu’ heathen i\-n"i '(hen vfiefel- 

t>nu and acy, vlio wnidd itU to no 
/ifOiiitj.ifn lhat woulil ur..:i* them lo:i hrUi'i 
<*uLU>e of lit*', as the ctyinolrt^v of «•: - 


imports; and in the forcible manner 
in v.hii ii It c;xprev*ii <J the uiHucncc* of Sa- 
tan o^('r them, as if they al'u* in-i'iicd 
and [)i''bscssefi h\ him; tnr it ib \i( || kno'a n, 
the word fV{pyN,w-v3i .mioi g the aiiciciits 
s'gnii cd thi bailie wiili 

® // c «// //(,”/ fo! nuoly ohr i nvetsuti 
The apostle, chaniiini; tliecsi'ievsnni frnm 
\iie] J'f'heiianx to [ iC,] ^erms plairdj to 
dcelare that he meant to nielude hwi etf 
and all ethei i'hmthini in what he hi:rc 
says : and it is i>o |irofe»se<lIy tlie design 
of the beginning '>f his epistle to tlft: Ifo- 
mnns to firoxe tli.ii the .lews had nut, in 
point of Jiistit'^'aiion, any advantage 
abii\e the hciitilts, (Kum. iii. 1^) th.at it 
is surprising to me ilia: snne \ery learn- 
ed and ingenious writers, and Mr I.ecke 
i»i prirtieular, should eontuid so strongly 
f'l il.e contrary. A§ to the arg.mirnt 
trorn Kph. iv. I'; — "0, .seethe ]HT.ii)hrase 
and notes thcic, in the beginning of ^ \ iii. 



quickened (ogetfier tbifh Christ. 

«>ur flesh, fuimiinj |ational and immortal spirit. Thus we went on, 
fleth, * and o^' djclates of the flesh, and of the in* 

mind; and were by orditiatc passioiu^ of the camal mind, as ff we 

nature the children had been altorjeiher destitute of any ^in)erinr 
of wrath, even as ^ . . , . * 

others. 


power to controul them ; and ho\vsoev(‘r wc 
might pride ourselves in any distinction oi birth, 
or separation by peculiar privileges from the 
rest of the world, wo were indeed h\j vatiU f, 
and according to the bias we were naturally un- 
der, the children of wrathy and heirs of the 
curse dcnounc(‘d on sin, even asolhera ronnd us 
are: wo too, as well as they, were horn in >in, 
and, in consequence of that irmiitc corruption, 
were early |)lunood in actual transgressions, and 
so brought under a sentence of death and de- 
struction by that law which every soul of us 
had in various iii.stJinces violated. 

4 But (iod, wiio is 'This was the coiumon calamity in winch wc 

all involved; hat ihc Idessed C,od h inn 

SP-'al l.ive wherewith ... i .. i- • 

ie‘ loved us, vich VI vievc^y and linding the motives ol it in 

himself, when there *was nothing in us but ini- 
sery to move him to it according to his g)y(tf. 
and free foie tv herewith he hath loved its, hath 
been pleased to look upon us with pity, and to 
contrive a most astonisiiing and* <dlectual way 
for our rccovcMv from this deplorable state: 

:> Kvni ^hon wp And in pro.,ccutK)n of it, even whenweivcrr, as 
win; di*ad in Miis, j j^.^j before' ob^crvod, dead in frespassca and 
lojjetiicr with chri.^t sms," he hat/i (/uicU tua and enlivcneii us iogc- 
iher xvith Christy' having constituted by his 


!1S 

SECT. 

hiv . 
tphes, 


* 77tf (iiclii/cs nl' !i . (Hid of lk(‘ paS’’ 
J 'rin; word •J't.nuciln, ht’re nude 
iiso tjf, oxpri’-bos a kind of rlh/u/oiul 
pou<T: and liio plni'.il which wu 

reiidcT 7ni/,d^ a*> if cannot hcrcbignily it.s 
inft;llfc/Uiil fowrn, must, 1 think, denote 
the vayon^ p.is'*ions, arcordiiijj to the 
prevalence of which our tiiiiids take as it 
worc^ditfcrcnl colours and ftirms, and be- 
come straiipirty dilVerciit from thenisclve*?. 

lie !• hif ftu/tiir fill. • /dUrenof ‘^iath.\ 
Soim* think the mranin;; of this phrase 
is only that wc were .so /;«/;/ aud nideM. 
Coinftare C’al. iv. H. (Ste l.imhoich. 
'J’hoolVIib. iii. oap4, § 17.) Itnr, on the 
whoU/ r think it mncli more reasonable 
to letvr It to the orjj;inal ni>nslaey and 
ro’ k nptiim, in oonscH^uv nee of which men 
ito, aec’ordmi; to the course of nature, 
fall early into personal gnilt, and so be- 
come ohnuxioiis 1.) the Divine di$plca- 
tiu.*. And |a’c «//,] in the beginning of 


this verse, is so plainly oj>pi;>t.(! to fye] 
in the \use bctoie, tliat ji is asloni'hin.u 
T)r. Wliiiby should maintain thal.r^fj 
and [ye] are used prorni.^eiu.u.sl y through - 
out tins whole discourse. Monsieur f.e 
( lerc, (Ars. Crit. p. 10 v ) brings many 
instanecs from ancient writers to prove 
that signifies •ic/fiin or dhitosCto/i ; 
but I think I mav venture to say that 
every one of them signilicsa //'7///r. 7 / dis- 
position, and not meiely an t.c nti rf/ habit. 

li hen ri’C urc dead in I'/oz-f/S'cv .i;id 
sirLS.] AVhat is saiil in Col. ii 1 docs 
indi'fd shew that 1 1ns was emincntl) il.i' 
cascMif the Ci’rntiles ; but I have gn en my 
reasons above why I think it here to hv^ 
spoken of what all in general wt re till 
the grave of thid wrought for their uco- 
vcry. 

• ftath quickened v.k ioflether uith i'kriit. | 
This does not merely signify o»ir hein..^ 
laiscd to }he hope of paidon and glor)" 
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It is by grace that we are saved thresh j^th ; 



SFCT. grace such a near relation between us, that his (t»y ?racc‘ yt arc 
; renewed life should be the source of ours: for 
that ?Y/r<;, which is bestowed in biro, 

■wlL 5/ that //r attlvy/, and made partakers of these * 

^jinvdliKible privileocs. in consequence of 6 And hath raised 

tliis I inav fartfier sa\% that lie hath raised [m^I together, and 
up top^rtlu r in turn as our Hoad and Iteprescn- i,i heavenly ;>/«r«>s i.i 
jative; and bv admitting him into heaven as a ChnstJesusi 
forerunner, to take possession of those glorious 
inansitMis for us, he hath made [u.?] sit together 
in those hmcnlij [plca'es\ to which lie is exalt- 
ed, and into which we. also may be said to he 
admitted m Christ Jesna: for by means of that 
relation hetween him and us whicli Divine 
grace hath csiahliMhod, we may look upon liis 
n.'siirreelion and exaltation to the right hand ol 
^ (rod as the certain plediie and security of ours; 

and regarding him under tiic character of a 
, public person, who is thus raised and exalted 
ill our name, wo may be said to share in those 
lolicilies and dignities which are conferred on 
him. 

And this Crod hath done, that he might shew That in the 
in the ages io come under the dispensation of the 
gospel, and might display to all succeeding gc- ririTrsMl* 
nerations, the exceeding riches of his free anti iu hh kindness tn- 
unmerited groce, as manifeste«l both to Jews and ti.ri>n;:i‘ 

Gentiles in [///,y] kindness towards us in Christ J«&us. 
Jesus; for we have received it all by him, and 
arc partakers ed it as conneete»l with him, whom 
God hatii appointed a Head :md Saviour to us, 
and taiigiit us to regard him a:' our great Jlt'pre- 
Sscntarive. I repeat it again .ukI again, that I I'nr hy gmcc arc 
may pro|)er!> incnlcatt* a docn inc of so great 
' importance; /i)r I would never liavcjiny of you 

forget, that ii is hjj tins hce gnu c, which I have 
I ■ so inMjiieni ly Ci lehrated, and wiuild for ever ce- ’ ^ 

lehrate, thai yet// e brought intt) the hap[)y iium- ; 


o\ ihc H'^oiTCi'tion ;»iid iisri-nsion of 
< hri«t • Imr' thrills to roJ'rr !(' that muon 
'«'hi<’o tln-ro is helwo n liim .uid .dl Inu* 
Inrili* vns, bv virln#^' oT uhuii tliry fioiy 
0.1 his rf'.njT.Tti.'fi, n«ct*i:sion, ami 
Ji'oiy, a plcdj^f’ ;ui(l ^(;^•llrlty of soni#*- 
t'jiini rjiiitt* o! A .Hiriiil.u' TMliire to ho ai*- 
i'i-uii^>liwiicd 111 duo tiiiK' in and upon 
lI'Oiii* 'I bus wo ar#' tanula to consider 
Chriil a" a f iddu* pci>on, ilio elder Uro- 
fX t’n f ii’.ly, and tb-' Caiardian ot 


t!i<» younger brain lev. of ii, who indv, 
h\ a very easy and lieantifnl inrnie, Ijt 
said to have icici.cd I'/rv inlmitnute lu 
isjnsilv ohsrr’vid bv Mr. I.o' k<\ 
II1.J eSap. ' i and u. anv« r to 
rji h other : l>yt the apo^lle’s mind ;l)eini; 
Idled willi lhe>o Ararnl ideas, and 
**porte(l willi lo'ft to (.hii^t, lets Ins j;.;* 
nni looso to eninri^e iijniu ihdn, ilioiigii 
with some inteir'iptson thcj natmat 
•a r,stinei',-‘n, 



work&yUiil amj one should boasL 1 1i> 

^ i"' 

ye saved, through' ^f 'of the saved oncs, and are delivered from sect. ; 
yourse?ves;*'^^^ had pliingctl you, and 

gittof Go(h raised to these glorious hopes of eternal felfcity ; 

• which inestimable privileges we receive f/irougli 
such a cordial /ii/VA in (’hrist, as is productive 
of unfeigned love and obedience: (nul the grace* 
of God appears, not only in constituting tiiis 
method of salvation through faith, but also in 
protlucing this great and Divine principh* in out- 
souls; for this very faith is not of yourselves^ il- 
ls not of your own production, there being such 
a natural aversencss to it in the heart, as lliat 
\vc neither can be said to have wrought it, nor 
is any praise resulting from it, or any excel!* nee 
in it, to l)e nltiniately ascribed to us; but \Jt /.s'j 
really the gi/l «/ (iorL who by the gracioiia in- 
flueiici^ of his Spirit iixes onr attenrion to the 
great objects of it, sulxlnes onr prejudicc'^against 
it, awakens holy iflrctions in onr souls, inid, on 
the whole, eneddes us to believe, and lo perse- 
vere in believing, till v\c receive the great end 
of our faith in the complete salvation of oiir 
souls. 


duces in the h(‘art, and tiot by -jeorks of the A!i'- 
saic law, or any other obedience of our own, 
lest any one sShouLd boastj as if lie had by his own 
righteousness obtained salvation, and so vh(>nld 
ascribe the glory of it to himself rather than to 
h'i For wii aic iii> God. But It cannot be so now ; for as all acts 1^^ 
of acceptable obedience proceed from faith, and 


^ Xot of woiks And God hath appointed, that salvation should! 
iluncf 1,^. thus ohtaineil, by tfiat fiiith which h(‘ pro- 


1* Ihf f^}nce ifc are saved throw^h fmik ; 
nnd thi^ nul of youi'>eht6.\ It is obser\- 
abio, that the apostle speaks of tiiesc 
Christianas uot only as the «ay to salva- 
tion, bat'as already saved (o-sawtr/Afyoi,) 
by a strong aud lively figure expressing 
tlif'il- happy security. — Some explain the 
following clause [and thu not qf your- 
ulvf's^] as if it were only a repetition of 
wh.Lt was said befpre, that the constitu- 
tion that made fjitli the way to salva- 
tion V as not of their own nppuinfineiit, 
but Ood's. 13nt this is making the aj)os- 
lle guilty of a Hat tautology, for which 
tlu‘ e is no occasion. Taking the clause 
>s wc explain it, that is as asserting the 
niicniy of Divine (i,race in the production 
fatlh, as well as in the coiislitution of 


the method of suhnUon hti i.\ the- tlionght 
risi’S with ^reat spirit. A.s for the apos- 
tle’s usin^ the word mh in the ncut#;r 
gender to signify yfli///, the tiling he had 
just before been speaking of, there are 
many similar instanc(‘.s to be fDPiid m 
scripture, that one would wonder how it 
M'cre possible for any judicious crilKs to 
have laid so much stress on this as ihcv 
do, in rejecting what seems beyor.d all 
comparison tlic weij'htiest and iiic'yt na- 
tural iiiterprctatiun. Coinpaie the ori- 
ginal of the following texts, fhil. i. LN; 
Kph, vj. 18; Gal. iil. 17; iv. And tm 
the like construction in other Greek au- 
thors of undoubted credit, mc J-'Niier, 
Observ. Vol. I. p. 128; and Kaplu !. .\h. 
not. ex Herod, p. IS (5. 



] 1 6 Rejections on the grace d God in ouri 

sj.i r. Uhis faith is wrouglit in our hearts by the gra4 workmanship, creat- 
ciotis influence of the Divine S||iiit, it is n>ost J'* 
evident, that u'e are to acknowledge ourselves vhirhGod hath be- 
ll jo* ''aorkniu.iship, so far *ns there is any ordained, that 

tliinjj in ns agreeable to the nature and will of 
(iod ; bv^ing mated in dhrist Jesua unto good 
9co)’l;i, and made able not only to perform them, 

Init to delight in tlicni; even those, works of evan- 
gvlicrd obedicMiCe, to the performance of Xidiichj 
(thungb we o!)tain tlio forgiveness of onr sins 
p/i\\ it-Lis U) our performing them, on our ac- • 

ec'pL.ng (’hrist and b(‘lieving the grace of the 
go-^pel) (iod hath bcfoie prepared l)y llie 
intluences <.f Ins Spirit;’ having fore-ordained 
and «ajjpoiiited in his eternal e()iinsels,an(l in the 
ileclaraiiom; ol his word, that me a/iould diligent- 
ly and ronstanlly icalk in ihern^ as ever wc would 
approve ourstdves his people, and staiul entitle<l 
to the promised blessings of tlie future state, 
wbieh mdec'd we (’an no otli(*rwiso in tljonaiiire 
of tilings be prepared to receive. 


IMPItOVRMr.NT. 

Li 'I' us bt IioL! with a becoming attention, utkI with all tho.se 
eriiotiohs of heart whieh «i!i atlemivc review of it is (aij)able of 
e>.c iii:i;i, the amazing d!\\i>ii v of tluse states as represented by 
the ‘pottle; and remember that they are slaters, in the one (Wlhc 
other of wliie!i ue. ail arc. ^\'e see what nature and the ^lr^t 
Adam have made ii.s; r.nd we see what grace and an interest in 
the second Wimld make us. 

Verso 1 J)ai!y (/oservation, and, in ‘ck) many instances, our own expe- 
rience, i'njy hav(!i couviueed i.s,* tliat it is not the character (;f the 
(jeulii amne to bo dead in !*rspa$<i('S and aim:. It shews us, 
tiiut i(j walk acrording /o the g^meral anir.^e >fi/iia apostate wovld^ 
2is n; walk according to -he prince of the poiccr of the air; who, 
when Ik- is luost set on unr vuiu, is most imp.u tunate in i)er- 
siiading ns to iidfil the desires of the Jlcah and of the hiindi 
3 Snll, alai.! t»il the gospoj veaches and reiuwvs the heart (loth 
t!ie same e\il spirit, by means kA the corrupt md vicious spirit 
dwelling iu tlicm, woik in tiieehildrenofdisobediencc and wrath, 
in which number w(; must acknowledge ourselves by rnd to 

> To Xi'h\K f'oA hntli U-f'.ir prij arnl .vs | lorl to pt'rforni ^'lU'd , Ti'it. •'O 

'J }>is I*' [il iitilv the ‘■t'li-'C uftli ■ oiiL'iiifil, .N.-o J'^r, .ojd ‘till" *'/ 

lyr <v, w!in li slif'ws, tlial wc it, bv hi.- • lacc. 
arc ti h l .* nid'f, i -1.) and cjI- 
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have bt?en. But^* blessed be God, that grace has its sMperiiJr 
triumph over depraved nature i and iffhere sin hath (ibounded^ 
grace doth much more abound; (Roai. v. 20.) * 

The merc\i of God is rich, and his love is great; and his pow-^j, 
erfiil grace, to which we must ascribe all our hope of salvation,^ ^ 
hath quickened us when we weie dead iu sins, and hath enlivt'ii- ^ 
ed us with Christ, to whom by faith we are united, and so in- 
corporated with him, that in consequence of it wc may not only 
consider his resurrection and asceii&ion to glory as an emblem, 
but in some degree as an anticipation, of our own, and may 
ihink and speak of ourselves as raised, and exalted, and glori< 
lied, with him. 

O how hlesscd and joyful u view is this ! and how powerfully 
ought it to o|)erate upon us, to elevate our minds above this low 
world, and to animate us to every great and generous sentiment 
and pursuit ! Surely this must illustrate, if any thing can do it, 
the riches and freedom of that grace by which we are saved, 
and must engage the generations to conic to celebrate his e\-7 
<‘ecding kindness towards us. Let all boasting in ourselves 
therefore be entirely given up: lot salvation by faith lie ae-S, y 
knowledged to be of grace; and that faith itself be acknowledged 
os the gift of God, whose workmanship wq are, and by whom 10 
ue are created to that nol)lo and only acceptable principle of 
good works. \aiI not this grace be received in vain; but let us 
answer the purposes of this now naiure and new lift* wliich ( /od 
liath graciously given us, and sljevv ft^rth the praises of hiiu from 
whom it is derived, and in whom, in a spiritual as well as a na- 
tural sense, wo live, and move, and exist. * 

SECT. IV. 

The apostle fart her pursues the argument begun in the lust sec- 
iiotiy rcpresoiting the happy state into which Mn/ were now 
hroughty as united to the church of Gody and partakers of all 
its privileges ; the middle wall of partition being now removed 
in favour of believing Gentiles, Epb. JI. 11, to thc^nd, 

EPHESIANS II. 11. 

OU have heard of the glorious privih'ges sr.rr. 
to which, as Christians, ‘you are c.xa!tcd, out »v. 
of that wretched state of moral death iu which 
I he gospel found yon : wherefore let iiu; seriou:dy 
urge it upon you, that you would always 7c- 
member ami bear it in mind how haj)py a cricinge 
(jod hath been pleased by his sovcrcugo grace 
to make in your state, and would consider wiiat 
you now are in comparison with what yon for- 


rj‘ui:s. If. 11. 

AVin: ItKFOKK re- V 
'• 11 ,-inbcr '’a 



118 /is being xoithffUt Christt and strangers^p the p&oenant, 

SECT, merly were. O let it never be forgotten, that yeA<f*«gintimcpassv 
• *''• ye Iwcre] formerly \m\oxdLi\t. vicious and idola- *" ^!f 
Of'^niueSy and in a state wherein the flesh ed undrcumcibiou 
.‘lit u.* was continually leading you captive, and draw- *>>* that which is caii- 
■ ing you to gratify and fulfil its lust ; who being f** J*'® 
thu^ abandoned to your own ways, without any bands; 
sign or token of an interest in (iod, [were] 
ailledy by way of contempt, the uncinmnei- 
sion, uncircunicised abominable sinners, by that 
body of men which is called the circumcision 
on account of their having received thit rite « 

^vhich is performed with hands, and imprints a 
mark iv the flesh, of which as you were destitute, 
they who had received and gloried in it avoided 
yon as unclean. Hut I am sensible your chief 
misery did not consist in the want of that cere- 
mony, which can by no means avail to the sal- 
vation of the soul, or render it, while the heart 
continues uiicircumciscd, in any degree ac- 
I 2 ceptable to God: Your wretchedness was (and 12 That ut that 
see that you remember it with the greatest hu- tmip yo wtie with- 
inility, and with the most affecting sense of the lions ri!oln\hr*rom^ 
acknowledgments you owe to that free grace moiiweaithuf Israel, 
which has delivered you from that deplorable 
eoiiditioii,) that ye icere at (hat time, while you 
w(?rc unregencratc Gentiles, without any know- 
ledge of Christ, or any interest in him, and thus 
were* destitute of all those blessings which he 
brings to his believing and obedient people : and 
indeed were without any expectations of the 
Messiah, and had not thost* advantages for in- 
quiring after him and embracing him, which the 
dews haa by virtue of their prophecies, and of 
the various means ordained to point him out; 
yc were then alietis Jrom the commonwealth of 
Jsrael, and had no part ip ai.y of the favours 
granted to Ok in, no claim to their peculiar pri- 
vileges, nor any right of citizenship with them; 

?;ot so much as knowing that polity which God 
Jiad Established among his own chosen people, 
in order to direct their views to the gospel, and 

Oil/afi the uncircvmvision hj that vkich Kom. ii. 26; iii. :30; and iv. 9. 'I’hus 
11 raM the circumcision,] The terms of to be made (lod 
ctrct/7ncisti>Ji nnA liTtcinumciriun in the ab- put for being made righltou^ by 
(•tract, are hor<? plainly put for draimcmd Cor. v. 21. 
and un<ir(um‘‘!,al } as they are likevtisc 



They had thehm hope, and'w^e attieiM ih tbe mrhV il&,' 


and strantfers from to* prepare them for the reception of it: and sect. 
Lsr"hav“Snfhope' communion with the churchy ye iv. 
and without God in were then unacquainted with the Divino^en- 
tiie world: gagements to it, and strangers to the coietifMs 

of proviise^\ not having any knowledge of ttu- 
covenant made with Israel by Moses, or of 
those better promises on which the covenant 
with Abraham was csiabliBhed, and assurance 
given of the Messiah’s coming, and of (jternal 
life through him : so that, in consequence of 
this, ye were then wholly taken up in the pur- 
suit of cartlil}* things, without any prospect of 
good things to come, having no well grounded 
hope with regard to a future state % no hope 
of spiritual and eternal blessings, about which, 
immersed as you were in the cares and jilea- 
sures of this lower world, you had indeed hut 
very little thought: and though you had ^uch 
an infamous herd of imaginary deities, and 
were so eager in the woifship of them, and 
particularly of your great goddess Diana, and 
of Jupiter, whose daughter she was supposed 
to be (i\cts xix. :55.) yet in reality ye were 
atheiats in the •world^^ for ye lived and con- 


The ro tJinnih of pumhe ] 1'hough 
tin cov>‘nanl tor sutxi.iru'e \\a.s<'ijc and the 
sjiiK', thea|K»''tlc here sjuMks of it in the 
jUunl iiuinbi'i' (as ht* al-?o lioni. ix. 
4), ab it wa<5 <yiveii out at lal times, 
wjtii various explicatioiM tind enlarge- 
int'iirs nut only to Ahrahatu, 'Isaac, and 
J.i‘ oh((:cn. \li.2, r>; xvii. 7, 3; xxn. IT, 
xx\i. .'5, 4; xwiii 13, 14), hut after- 
wards lo Thu whole church of Israel. 
fKxofl. x\iv. 7, S; Dent, xviii. I/), 18; 
x\i\. rj, 13; and xx\. 6.) Aud as the 
proiiiist'.s It contained, centeretLjn the 
great promise of the Messiah, V4ud of 
salvation by him, he therefore speaks 
of them in the singular number, but as 
Olio jiroiJMsc, which is agreVable to the 
seripture.-st\lc in other plates. Com- 
pare Acts ii. 3 <); xiil. 32; xxvi. 8,7; 
l?oni.-iv. 14,18; Clal. Hit 17, ‘22; Tph. 
«ii. (> ;Vnd Heb, vi. 17. 

« IhXinif no hnpr.] That the heathens 
had .ii^iong them the docirineof zl future 
that It was popularly taught and 
gene' ally believed by Uie common pco- 
f)*' , must, 1 think, appear incnntestiblc 
*o any who are at all acquainted with .in- 
ti(|iiity. But It is as apparent that they 
r< asoned very weakly upon the mibiect, 
*iidt they had no ne'i grovudedkf* of fu- 


ture and that they wrrr but verv 

little iniprCdSi d with it , that they liad 
no deitif to w hich they prayed for eternn/ hfe, 
as the fathers often reniunstr.ile And by 
far the greater part ol their most learned 
philosophers either expressly d^ni^d, in 
private lectures to their pupils, tlu’ do^•-“ 
trine of future rvivurds andpuiiijnur\fu or 
taught prificipteA nuitc /wr -wsiV/i uf v. n li it ; 
as must, 1 think, plaiiiiy ap'u ai to any 
who will iiripaiti.iil\ wli.it Mr. 

Waibiirton has written upon t he t, 

so judiciously dcfeudi d in ilie Cniical 
Review. 

^ Alhekfsm tteworhi.] Huth the I’li.'i-'- 
tians and heathens, .as Dr. \VluU>y well 
observes here, called each otiior atheists, 
though both worshipped.wnwc rf.il or 
imaginary i because c.sch suppoM'd the 
other to reject th.at winch wft*: the tme 
object of adoration. But I caiipot Oon- 
C' i\o that the apo^lU• would have gneri 
to the heathens the character of aUiei'ils, 
if the worship of the one living and fi ue ( net 
bao really prevailed among them totlmi 
degree which some Christian dii iuca imvc 
incautiously maintained that it did. The 
truth of the matter stems to have hi’Cn, 
that though several of them spt ak of theii 
Jupiter in terms properly applicable to 



120 But now Christ hath removed the middle iball of partitioiu 

aEcT. versetl in tht* worlds ignorant of the one living 
and trin* (ioJ, irs great Original and Suf)port ; 

Fob antkw<.isljif)ping only such as by nature are no 

11. i2. }'<- conception of any 

be!i]g Miat was tiuly worthy to be spolten of by 
an\ Dninetith*. 

13 Bu' l('t voiir hearts reflect with joy rial 
thanktn:nc-\)n that blessed cliange which the 
Divim* jn)()(lne‘'S hath ;?or;Mnade in your con- nn m.i.i m-i' i», 
dition, In bringing you to faith m Christ .A*- tud.lood ot C■ial^> 
sus; for having cor<liiilly embraced liim as 
exhibited in the go'^pcd, ye who i£cre former- 
ly afar (tfl from Chul, and from all the In^jMS 
and j)r:vileg(*s of his people, are now brought 
near to (Jot! and to each other, by the atoning 
blood et Christ wh(‘rehy lie hath expiiiled 
yom* guilt, and inado a free and hontuirable 
vv,iy for vonr approach to CmkI, and parlaking 
14in all tfie brnelits of his church. For hr is *•<>»' 
tiie procurer of ovr peace who hath reckon- 
cil d us whether Jews or Gentiles, to Goi* h.uh )roiiciH 
and to each other, and hath so incorpoiMted ?'»“i'Ji’‘ '•'•''l 
us into one churcli, that it may properly be 
said, he ha/h made both oncy as to an intcre&» 
in the favour of Gcul and in the pri\ilcrges 
of his peoj)Ie : and that no usiVereiice might re- 
main la tween ns, he Z-a'A thrown doxvn the }:rJ 
die Zi all of '^tpareiioHy wlecli rlivided ns fiom 
each other, astlio wall which : bcivveei ilic 
court of the CJentilcs and that of Israel in llte. 
at Jerusalem divide*’ the (^.Mitile wor- 

the om- St il* (*\istfiU JiiU Ktornal Ov . the blood of atoneni<»nt, and s<» lud i'r^e 
. th< id be lb 'd t M»« it y of ftitcrini; tlio toiiiplc andcon- 

wliiiigsol bill! qtiiu incoii.si')! tit wilt) Mirli Arising with (lod; ujion whicli account 
p( lUctioii*) : and those who had soir.t; thry Calle d a pi'ojfle nrnr unto hinu 
iiiowli dgeof on. Sr.jiu m«' Ktcroul . J^sal. l4. C'liiipaiv Kxod. xix. 4, 

vet piarticallv ’isirgaitbd bun; aiul, 6; I.rv. x. , and Psal. Ixv. 4, 
hov vvci they niU'.iii ivroncilr it Avith iho ^ He rs cu; /«•».«■] Tliis Mr. T.ocke 
of ibcir «. uiiiiciem*c<!, worshijiprd would iiaA'^o to be the •<ame Avitli i/aur 7 Vacc, 
::'terior dcitiop, and inany of thrir. sur'i and to hr mcaiu of the (I’nitilc converts, 
•IS w'cn* roprcscnicd umlcr ibt* Jn^l^t >rai.- of Avhoni the apofetle bad hern speaking 
daluiis chavacicrs, to tlu* n< gleet »f the juM befno: but it is evidcni ihf n-con- 
Supirnie Being, and tin dcsti ucliori of all riliatiuii as A^Cll as the enmity, \.»s mu- 
trne rdfgion. Compare I’mn. i. '.JO — '20 ; tnal, and the dews were at least a strong- 
aiul consult the notes on those '.crscs, ly prejudiced against the Gentile.- as the 
Vol. IV. p. 17; IS. Gentiles against the dews; the f posttc 

^^.helntiufrhtneaiLylhx'll'otloft'hrhi,'] therefore with consummate proji:icty, 
There ^emis to he an evident allll^iQn here goes on to speak in terms whicli wne ‘n . 
to the privib ,:;e <»f I'raelites who trndedtoinclndealltruebelievenj,Avhe* 

were Pot uud. V any ceremonial pollution, tiur oiigtnaljv belonging to the one o.' 
ar who v.ore ck-an.‘.e.l from tbcir guilt by the other. 



15 Having abolish- shippers tVotii the Jewislis. I’bis happy union sect, 
•dinhiMic^h ih«cn between US tlic Lord' Jesus Christ hath aecoin- 

l>y tl‘OSe SUiriTJOgS 

/.wo’c/in ordinaiu^'ji, which hc (Midurcu i/i /us jUm, vvhat was the 
lor Ui i him- orand occasioii oi' the tiimity and imiiual aliena- 

='‘’ long prVvailcl ; [.«//] the 
iv- ' A/r I// positive and crreinonies, 

\iunlt/i7ied] in the Mosaic onlinuiurs, to wijicli 
ill.’ .I'M-. T were .so innch auat.hed, and to the 
hn'i-.i .;;i* oi’ which I lie (I.Mitilcs were so irrecon- 
^ '-ilv aiflv avet^i.' ; hnl tiiis (’hr. .si hatli now ahro- 

;^'U^ 't and laken out ot‘ the Ua\ , fhaf sn/tc miffht 
jorm <: i'x'ti o;-|>n^;ie parties, I'y vinnt* oftlieir 
uni *!) with e;'ch oilier in info one new 

v/Lt'/i, nnniot; t .'letii toiu‘tlK'r ;is new creatures in 
e-ne :‘ln;icli, under a disp^ens Jtion veny diderent 
i'lohi i!r* t’oruiei\ iii winch they both slioidd 
Oij'jaily j’.iiiiaUe of I’u^ seenc privileij^e.^^ ; [ wyj 
viaianii an etiiire noai( hoiwi’en iheni and lay- 
in';‘ i' Ibundatioii ina only fur peace, hnl lor tnu- 
tiial lo\e, by r{‘ino\incjthe <{roLind t;i* those prci- 
jihlice. they had entertained a'^aiiisleach other, 
and joinlno- them in bonds ol such leiuU.’rness as 
ib..i i.‘ iirciune the members ol’ one livini^i body; 
ij ! ' II. . V ’ ^ nught complete* this blessed work of 
I.,, n, makiri;.' peace, and ;v'tv‘;/t7/e them haih^ as llucs 
l uiij. < 1 . 1 . II sij- MU'i.'d ni one h^ dij^ and animated hy om* .spirit, 

;ijny ii.ru ■>; , ineiely unto one an(;thi*r, but nnUi (A/rf, lie 

hat'* i.dienaway the gudl of sin, and madeaioue- 
meni h»r it In/ (he blood of hi.s r/7>k.v, removing* 
bv thin means what was the cause o; enmiii be- 
tween (hid and t.’.em, as they \v(*re all irans- 
gres.sor'. of his holy law ; .so linit he mav i)i* pro- 
perly consifiered, onat<*onnt of wliat lie .‘'U.'ior- 
ed on thecio.ss, as having sUihi the enmity hy 
f/, a.s he liatii tiins made no the breaeh which 
sin had made between God and his olVcmdmgf 
creatnresj bv n)ea’'.s of tia- atoning sacrilici* of 
1“ ’Ana came ami himseh. ((himpare (’ol. i. 20.) y/m/, having 17 

procured this recouciliaimn hy Ids death, he 
Clime to after his rc'surrection and ascen- 

S fiivideil the O'litilc worsliippfis enter; of whi. h \u- liavethcPiDStau- 
fu)mtIu*.>i'\M‘'li.] i-' tl'ai vf/Z/wbicli ('.••iiiic ucrv>imt in Jo>c|>l»us tl^etl. .luJ. 

Mjs C' llfd tin’ ttlin ') ^<*|) t!tc lib v. oari. [.d. \i. ■J.'! Com- 

coii-L of Um* (iciiTi!t.s tioni tii.ii into note mi .A' N oj., Vol. lU. p* 

v.'.jclii ilie Jtnvs Old) %\ciu’ iilluv.t.(l to ;‘1H. 



SECT, sion^ in the person of his authorised ambassadors, 
(V* to whom he hath committed the important trust 
name and stead, (2 Cor. v. \9. 

1?^ 20), aril} preached the glad tidings of peace and 
reconciliation ioi/ou that [were] as Gentiles afar 
,v. ;• af'fvou) God, and to them also of the Jewish na- 
tion that [were] of old regarded as a people near 
unto him ; declaring the foundation he has laid, 
not only for a sincere reciprocal affection, but 
for all other most important benefits and bless- 
1 8 ings. lu))\ as the happy fruit and consequence 
of the peace procured by him as well for the 
believing Gentiles as the Jews, wc both are in- 
troduced into the Divine presence, and haic an 
equal title to the liberty of a free access to (Jod, 
as the common Father' of the whole family', 
and may draw near to him with acceptance in 
the aids of Spirit ^ under whose gracious in- 

lluencos wc are fitted for the sacred pleasure of 
ccjiivcrsing with God, and filled witli all filial 
confidence towanlshim, and brotherly affection 
to each other. (Horn. viii. 15.) 
li? Xow ihcn fove you are 7W7)iore straus^ers and 
/occL^oiers^^ like tliose who came from distant 
nations to make a short abode among the Jews 
without a .slsare in any of their privileges, hut 
fc/loK'- citizens with thesainls^ intiilcd to ail their 
gloiioiis immunities, and even the domestics of 
GW, admitted to dwell in his house, and to par- 


preached peace lo 
you which' were afar 
otr, and to^theni that 
were nigh. 


18 Tor through him 
we both ha\t‘ an ac- 
cess byoiie Spirit un- 
to the Father. 


1'^ Now 

yr.irc no more sf i.in- 
g(*is and foiciiTiicr^, 
but Iciluv (•ni/.'‘U!H 
with the saints, and 
of thu household of 
( lod ; 


•* 71' ; 'J.v that afar nmi to 
tha! itiyv.] It is so natural lo i. St 
this to v.hnii liad i*4xii saidut the ddh'i* !it 
stale^ •'! .lens ui.d (ientilcs, Hi.it : o''. 
would wonder any slumid haM* thou '.hi 
of r\ plain ma buthlbtso tliai nUers ol the 
J- as higiiif\ nig those who l.'vi d in di''- 
i.int <'uiintri'’s, .is w*-!! as those who dv.* 
in or near Jeiv aleui wh«^re i ur I.»t'I 
sni'' »cd- 

' It) Cod Ur FaUirt,'] 'I hr* woni 

. 7 », ivliieli render do« 

piOj)tii\ lefer to tlie custom of ///i/fid/zr//- r 
pety ni mto the prc'^rnce nj 'tmir pi:fi> l y or 
of any other guatly thc-T in 

xvhii'.li L*a«o it is ueecssury they bhouid bo 
uslupied in by one appointed fnr th »t pur- 
to pi I sen a becoming decorniii. 

^ St7a)f^tii> f 2 /iil/tjrnu,ni‘rs.] I know not 
JK^wfar thftU' is room lo distinguish nioi*- 
ly bclvieeii the siijniiicatioii of Uk-m two 
werdsf .‘svst and wrtsotxoi. If thue he, 
the latter signifies- somethin; mNr than 


the former ; and 1 doulit not but it .Tlli drs 
to the case of M)jiiiir)tni^ Uianu.*')}! among 
the Jews, who v.eri: not incorporated by 
cuinplitc proselytism into the body 
of the Jewish p<‘oplc, and made, a< sm h 
proselytes wen', o-yjw.7r9A,i7at, /t'l/oxv-t 
w'lth equal prnilegos. And peiiiaps 
when oixeioi in Ooj, domestics of (-udy is 
addf d, It may have some relation to that 
peculiar nvaxness to God in which the 
.Vw'i-li priests woro, and refer to. that 
y’oar intim.icy of miresl rained converse 
wiUi Cod to which we as (Jhiistians arc 
admitted; in wbu:h respect our pri«'.l(‘ges 
Seiin to resemhle not only lliosf of the 
])coplfi pray mu [n the common tom I of 
isr;a.I, but of the priests worshipping in 
the liouse itself. Nay it is crsew herc ad- 
ded, by a ligure wuich seems beautifully 
to risoevtn on this, that wchavt conittirHca 
to trr into the hdic&i of »!/ hy the Uood of 
./Vir . llib. X. l‘J. 



and airthi^ m ha\ 


m 


^0 And are built 
upon the foundation 
of the apostles and 
]>rophuiSy Jesiis 
Christ himself being 
th ' chief Corner- 
.\iurte ; 


Jl] In whom all the 
biiilUiiiij: lUly framed 
togi'tlu r, groweth un- 
to an holy temple in 
the Lord : 


take of the honours and blessings of bis family; sect. 
Being built on the foundation * of the apostles- 
and prophets^ who in their respective places, „ 
by their miraculous works and predictions, as il an; 
well as by their several ministrations, have testi- 
fied the kind regard of God to his people, and 
made provision for the establishment of the 
cliuroli ; Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
Corner -^stone^ who holds the several parts toge- 
ther, and supports the whole stress of the edi- 
fice: In whom the whole buildings harmoniously 21 
cemented^ in such a manner as to add beauty, 
strength, and unity, to the whole, groweih by 
the continual accession of new converts, and the 


advancing graces of those already converted, 
into an holj/ temple in the Lord^ fitly cohsecrat- 
ed to him, as being raised and supported by 
•r: iiMviiom ycalso him. In whom you aboy my dear brethren, be-i 
‘ ‘”‘**J**'J^ togtiher lieyipg jjj ijiiij as tlu; gr(‘at Lord of the church, 
>d ihiough the spi- tnali tip together with all true believers /op 
a7i habitation o) God, who by the Spirit of his 
grace lakes u[) his residence among yon, and 
publicly owns his relation to you in conse- 
([uence of your union with his beloved Son. 


IMPROVtMENT. 

Livrihe apostle’s remonstrance to ihi se Ephesians reniincl us 
of our obligations to the Divine goodness, that w^e are not left 
id the sad state of our heathen ancestors; that \vc are not with- 


out the knowledge of Christ, in 

• (ii/til O’l the fvuntiu!upi.\ It is 

nh.'nn\« il by Lord Shaftesbury, ihdt the 
ai'.'orniiiodatt'.s hiiiisclf tu the 
(if tho KphcNians, wliy werr c-xlrcinc- 
ly mvhn^^clutej by fi’c*(pjeut allu- 

to hnildiu^f and to the majesty, or- 
dtr, and U-Liiity, of which thOir te^rple 
(•()i‘sccratr.ii to liiati.i was so ceK'biatcjcla 
iMji.stt'r-pi(*( c. ((\)iupari; chap. ill. 17,18; 
:ni(i n* 1(5, But il is certain, mniiv 
allusions of tl is kind are t(.) be met with 
111 Ollier epistles, partiecil.rrly 1 Tor. iii. 

•>- - 5 T i .1. l‘>; o Cor. \ . 1 ; \ i. lt>. Coui- 
paie 1 PVt. ii. 4— -S. 

"> Of Oie apnslli^ ti)id prnphrf.) ] I b.ive 
ol’ien wondered iliatv,ncli scu-iblc writers 
as the lair Lord I'aiiiinCton and Mr. Jef- 
fery shim Id eoncliidc th.il the projihets 
heir spoken of art* lb- of the SVvi Tes- 


all the darkness of the Gentile 

tamcat. Compare rp]). iii. ;*> j iv. 1 1 ; with 
M.it. xvi. IS. See MisctdI. Sacra, I'5.SMiy 
ii. p. 44 ; and JeOeiy’s* b'evirw, p. SS. 
'I'hfir chief argument is, that the {*'c»iHle 
church hcfe spoken of not /uilt r/y,yv 
the Joumlation the (rid ieitameni /oi.* 
pheli. But not to insist upon it, that 
when the convcrtnl riciitile.s came to con- 
sult thc.If\iibh writings., they might (ie- 
Five fioin them great cucumaitonicnl ia 
their fiitli, it i^ to be ••ons.dr it*d that the 
apostle I't nnw speaking, not of the Kplie- 
sian oi (Iciitde cliurch in particular, but 
of the wh.'.Io C hiisti.iii church csinsi^fing 
of the aggrcij.ite body <.f conceited Cen- 
liles and .Jews, as np-pcars farther from 
what is sstid in the cloce ()f this v(.Tse, of 
Christ’s being tho chief (orricr-stoiie 



1 34 iiejleciwm Sh ^e imarnei^i we are to €hr is f. 

sF.cr. worlrf; that we arc not aliens from the C(m\mQn\s:ealth of Israel, 
‘V- amt strangers to the covenants of promise \ that we an; not destU 
tute of well-grounded foundation of fiUnre kopc^ and without 
Tey. 12. in,the irovld. But how unhappy is the ease many, who, 
though they arc called Christians ; yet have no saving interest 
in tliat Hedcerner whose name they beat, in consequence of 
' ' their being strangers to the obedience of faith, and a vital sub- 
jection of heart to his gosprd ! Let all tliat name the name of 
Christ, all that profess to know him, acknowledge, with a view 
i:5to his atoning sacrifice, that if they are brought near to God, it 
is by Ills l)Ioo(f. 1 o tliis we owe the external privilege of a peo- 
ple nigh unto God; and to the clfeetual application of it we owe 
the blessings of that nearness which the heart feels as the earnest 
of itvS eternal happiness. 

14, If) If Chri.^t, according to the principles of the apostle’s reasoning, 
hath made pence, by the blood oj his cross between ./rii’s and (it /- 
tilcs^ whose manner of living was so widely diiVerenl iVnm t aeli 
other; \( he hath hroktn dou)n the middle taall of partition be-, 
tween them, and (f f.:i'o vuide one mu' man; how much mori*ap- 
pan-ntly reasonable is it that smaller dillcrences should give way 
1 8 to t!io engagements of so (uidearing a band! /lave jcc not all one 
Father ? And have wc not all access to him through one Sax hair, 
L'^/p; one Spii'i/- v ns then consider ourselves as fellow -citizens 
with the s.iints ; and niamtain that most cordial afVeciion to all 
of this household, which hocomes those that are of one family, 
and an; tunned from one f.ord. 

And a'j a great security of this union, let ns be concerned to 
inaiiitaiii a due rcganl to the apostles and prophets on who^.i wc 
are built, whose writings, if perused with ddigence and attention, 
s!ibse;v(' so imich to the pnrpo^ses of Christian edification. Liit, 
above ali, let us fix our regards iijH.m Chri^t, as the ciiiel (’oriu'r- 
stoinj: '.y a union with wh."o we are unu ’d to each other, and. 
tile wlioie stlv^^ of our cter 'al hopi's is supported. In him the 
21 w!’ol(‘ building is fitly framed together; am! it is hy Ins oj>erative 
inducnce tliat it grovveth u|) to a holy temple in the Lord. Let 
22 u ; eon.sider onrseives as de>i^ led for this U'^e, to be an habita- 
tion of God •hrough i!»e Spliit; and be concerned to cultivate 
tiiat I nrity arid sanctity which suits so exctdlent a rclaiion, and 
so iduli a djignity. Lei us lift np the everlisting gaO's of our 
soul*, to admit ihat oKsseJ Inhaoitaut, that he may Ciime and 
dwell in us. and consecrate us more and more unto himsc’r. 




t 'ar/ker to recommernl the ffospcl to the regard of these Gentile 
converts, (he, apostle strongly expresses the sense hi had of (he 
Dhitir ^^iHuhivss in ctimmitnn^ it to fas trusty thouirh he was 
called to sacrifice fnj‘ liberty in its defence. ' Kph. III. l — 12. 
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KTMIf ‘^lANS III. I. 

this caifyc, and for faitlilid testimony sect. 
lo ilijs i.li>nons «;«>s|)cl, the plan of which is v. 
so i'xiensivc, so wise, and so benevolent, how ^ 
little soever it may suit the narrow minds ol 
my b'notted c (niiitr\ men, / I^anl thepri^ 
sini‘ / of Jesifs C/frist hem^ bronght under this 
cal'iimy, the loss <'f niy liberiv, /o/* tin sake of 


7 j‘'U iytniite^^ and in eonse(|uence of tiiat firm 
aiuihmeni \\hii‘h I am known to have* to voiir 


n v< ivu it.Mi-d eause and ‘iiterest. kor tins I ain persuaded * 
I! t»i you Will eoiisuler as the occasion of my bond'*, 
'J. s.nec I widl know con haw ht\inf and are ac- 

‘ (jnainted u ith, ///c oj //?£.' adorable 
^laci v/ -chich l>y his s|)ecial favour to 

nivs 'ir, and li'ose to wlann I am tin* herald of 


it, haik biC/t to me in yonr behafj : 1113^ 

/(‘a* for winch has been the mean^ of stirnne* 


• • th' &c.] 't’ln'b 

I ' . I* 1 . ti J|l !■ '•t.iiH f ■! HU f* \- 

\ It 1 , ' ot .J'.l iu*t.‘ III llu, 

I' ■ . I< i. i>t;il .n heums nu- 

ij r 1 , 11 '' i*iHpUi HS'iinrtl 

:i .III fl hi t ( i.d '•! n!i llio 

t / 1 . . S II >t till' hi-iisi* 

1 • .> ii s I , f ! I* ///, the JntsQHV! 

'■ y. ' ‘Il'.lf-, — ' ; t.'.ii Curtjf 

* ti I, tit's, [f f 

“ ' t /.!/'■//' y i.‘ /yi >f 1 1 /i •fii'tihfit- 

“ .1.' .• ■ // Y«-l .IS 

ti < X ...It ..I loti ili.ii is uiult'f- 

si i .■ 11 ’.; ii.iki' H r fiyusfiMftion luiK’li 

1; .. ’o'’.^ and pl.iiii, 1 ha\t: tlirivliut.- 

j.. i'lf ‘Old (///..J but if I urn* 

s ’ ^ fiiltnt’f 111 Uu* uimmal w.ii of 
I 'i, i. I ill aiiv havf inai'.- 

<!, 1 siiiii.ld tlciiK I iK' di\ ibU'ii of jL 
j' riv. ti 111 latioM \ny pai'diMiituIr, r— 
p' lail'ou.i pji.ip.ii.i.'ij 1 have o'ltni 
[o', kr ,>r< piii-.xt i.it'i nian\ , as ht'iujj^ 
mill II iiioic • ojii fi iit'd to trnt! Cie iiu« 
St'n.'i** as iii’clli^ilyl y as poss'liU-, iliun to 
pia*..frM- I Ik; m .iMiiiutK’al Ooii'-lforliori 
r\ wold 111 tlit‘ iCT'.ioii wlit.TC tins 
^ll•^•a:^loll uliscurity; and it will 
III t I r tor aiiv not 

i 111 vu'iks hi tills kiiitl, to iiua- 

lir dilhi-tiiu V. li.i’li till' ] i-rrautU'U 

.OL. \ ' J 


has •.fu n linniplit upon me. Compare 
iioU •' oil fbap. I. sret. i. 

^ well know //, n iwie tu'ard^^v. ] 

N) I liMiislate the w'oiaU f.yi r,y<.Mrnrij fur 
I lli uk ;t cannot be itn .gmed, luat thev 
ii.fl nr-jf r hvurd, during his hum aboth at 
J.plicsus, fi’ijm liiiM and tiom iiMiiy 
othiT', I'll aci oiinl of the extuioidni ir\' 
#M.|an«)!iot the g’o-pci whuh he had 
rtM-cived As lor the ml' rein i; ll..Usyiiiu‘ 
win. hi (Law fioiii lu lice, that llus cpi-tji; 
(it It WM' »!<»t w'iitien to sonic otiiei 
ciuiivh where I>e h.ui nc'.cr pn ae!’,ed> 
was wnCen bi tore Ca'il t ame to live a>. 
Kpl:v*->i.s, J think It a!i:« 'lulely iiU'uiiciu' 
sivej IK. I only coo dt-r ug that Uk j.ar- 
t cle ftyi h.is oftOM tiic signincatioii oi 
\^><rnsivui‘i t.'^j or [,//■/ j oi r\/.-7yy:; i!uit :\ 
hill lu causae It !s ('• it in h» was now ii 
pii'oiK r at Ihiirie, wli’h he liCA-cr Wua 
till long afl r tint aiode at I’pln sus. 
(.\( t.5 '.IN. !!i, 11.; I inav .'id4l,tlidt the 
woids vy-^.-crilf r^iii o.k:.' ,•■.<«> aro^ nut su 
piopoily rViideiiM), y ,■ c ht'tt/if j‘/./'J /fg 

(ffsjjt u.si.fioft, &<*. wh.i.i ilelt’i Mciie.-! thr 
to whaljihcy ni jh.i iiiv,. li.oijni 
b> rep«iit fioiii -.iIkin, rl.ev miV a- 
well 1 tin ir h.i', mg lu-atd this dis- 

jieir-ai lo.i fr/in 



For them he teas intrusted, toilh the rtiy^lery of Christ, 

*»■ 

fTXT, up the malice of the Jews against me ; Anti I ^ 

am coiifi.liMit you cannot for-- 1 wl.at you liave .."’"f;; 

^ij^oiten heard, I hat to prepare and iurnish me t«y>.tVry ^as J umte 
iin|)ortant work to which tlie Lord hath m few words, 
called me, /ic made knoun to me hi/ immediate 
revelation^ and not hy tlurinstriimentality of anv 
human t(*s:im<my, the great mi/steri/ whieli In* I 
so lung heen concealed ; as I have hrit/lij xvrotc 
bi fore^ and hinted more tlian (>ncc in this C!j)is- 
tle, (eiiiip i. 9, 10; ii. 11, &se<j.) in passages 
wi icli, iliohgh they contain not a full illustra- 
tion t)f the matter, yet suggest some material 
1 hints with regaid to it; Ih/ rr/uelt xvhen i/oa ^ Whtuby whtn 
read^ what 1 have laid h.dore \nn, and atien- V‘ V‘ 
tivelv consider and review [//,) yon may oh- m tiu* mysirry 
Avay and form some notion of my understand- ofcimsi.) 
inn: in the nnjs/cr}/ of (lirisi whicli so many 
still remain ignorant of, ;«nd so many others are 
unw lling to ack>iowledoc and admit. 

» d’his I with great propriety <‘a!l a myst^Ty, it uiuiU 
l)cinjr a most astoirHliing iuul gloriou, ;\stcm of 
Divine truth, Kh'iJi in oth r preeuling urimn,usa i*. m.v^ 

(inns teas 70 1 made /cnnwii to the stnis oj nun:*' 

. having neitlu r been (li.Neo\< r(‘d to the Cientiles, 
who were wholly strangers to it, nor maiiirestcd 
under ;my former disiJeirsation to th9.se vvliom 
<iod had taken for his people, with any such 
])crsj)iciiity , us that with whndi it is non' revt alecl 


’’ Hy which 'chen .yow ifatl.] l>r. \V'Iiitl)y 
miM render the pliras^ vroo; 3 a\",y*vv:r- 
,, ultcndnii In Zi.hich : buf j rtvnyi- 
jear:'.i ' »» ’.iJi s to lead and /•:>./:. . -n 
up \ lil ’ irly spfcik,) to con .1 th*: .* ov<^ 
in tilt? niirnl, In root it thece» wIim musl 
siippo^tj ftcquciU Tcndim:^ I ciuM- to ro- 
I iin Uii'<'oiiiin(in trunsl<<M<>i]. 

t.ij )\'c v)y If ’i dent and. 1*1 iv 
*he nijttenj.ii (Jioui | Tin.-' ’’r. OouiiAin 
Jliinr.'. tti bo t!.p biglii-^L eiK’Minnmi 
‘jv tls.; ^'iposU*: 011 any of bis o’vn vrit- 
inof?: wlienrt bf: r«)nolud:<, tb it this is 
t.ln! richest anti mhtc'J of all Iho ••pisiU-s, 
and Ibiiiks it was pcoidiarlv iiiteiidi'd lo 
bo to rpw.'iid tijL- n^'rons of'ibt; 

r.pln Mans in burning ibi'ir bnuhs, 

1 >V a book of Prjt^ic /ifi f^Udf^rj iiicom- 
puaMy n)i>rf' \aluaidt; th.m anv 01 all <»f 
ibtiM, (St»; Acts \iv. 19 .) I prf lend 
no* tod« ••idc on the Cf lO'.*-.- ra- 

in *» nv, / lloncv of Iun c[Ms{Ic', but ciiuld 
ii«%t 1 ’orbc.ir incntioni!!!,^ so iMii.irkable 
.tiid ini;i inons a Ihoinbl. See* f;ood'..ni’j» 
Winks, Voi, I. p. 


^ Which in othn ffC'ici.atuv rr. i-l math 
known, iki'. j I'Iip io!lo\>'inj; M rs » pl-nn- 
iy ilcloi ininos fins passa,iJ:c In li.c irhir ' 
0/ the i.t'ini'c-. into lln- clmri'li, 'l».»t 1 
think there c.ui br ii t roiitio\ c«s\ as to 
tbc^cnf’i.il smirof it ; Ibon^b it sfcmcd 
to iiu', lii.it tbi* aposilcN r\,. lamin'.: ii in 
the tnanrn r bif pic.s ntl,\ dors icnilcicd 
It improper to antn ijiati- that i-xpln a- 
tion in tlw' parapbiasr. It «as indeed 
known lonir htfnrc Jbat tin; (o ntilo should 
be addnci i » ibc cimrch ; but it was //<•/ 
kno:\.n that tb(‘y Should hr* hnis •>/ thr 
s-mv nr.citiuh- Cy and pniin'itis of the pro^ 
vd'ie of Ihv Sp ! t. ’rbc.icw" latln r Ih-arrlit 
of their bi'ing- daces lo than ; and ic.ist 01 
fill tlid they iinaiiiiu, that the muifU louLl 
of Uieir rm'WywifA ssboii’d be hroken (lov.li, 
and the (icntilcs admitted to tUeJull pn- 
z/ilc^cs oftiod’s people, wirlnmt r./i.v/rir?- 
sioii and obedienco to tlir ,V/oN,//r hiw ; 
A'bicfi till Cbristian eoincrts aiti''n£: tbeni 
huaid of at fir^t Hitb gical um.i/orneii . 
•Aotfi X. ‘V3 ; \i. IS, 



that the 0 entiles should be joint- heir^ivith the Jews. 127 

revealed unto his ho- ,5^/;.// fo his holi/ (iposi/cs and prophets sect!. 
pheTs by thc^sp^^ ol’ thii New -Testament dispensation, who have v. 

’ the word of wisdom and of knowledge givon 
6 That the G(^i- them, (l C'or. xii. 8.) And what I •chiefly 
tiles should he fel- Imve in vicw, as one very material part of it, is 
same bodVr^iud shouhl he johit-hcirs with 

takersofh IS promise tho Jows ill spiritual privileges, tfwd should be 
in Christ, hythegoa- inomhtTs ()J the same body with them, and pur- 
takers lopiclhcr of kis promise in Christ; parti- 
cularly of the communication of the Holy Spi- 
# l it, in token of tlicir sharing in all the other bless- 

ings of the iMessiairs kingdom, which the Jews 
Jiave fondly imagined to he peculiar to them- 
selves, hut which are now freely proposed to the 
(i(Mitile nations by the gospel which wc are com- 
missioned every where to preach. 

" \vh. r. .if I was This is the gosptd of trine h 1 m-as made a mi- 7 

muh- j miuM. r, ac- not of my o^vii motion or seekint>- not at 

fiMfliji!? t.i til.' aiit <d ' V I- • ' I 

’iirL'i.i.v oi oo'i «iv- ^11 account ol any wortliiiiess in me, but ar^ 

. n iinioiiu* hvtiK'cf- cording to the ix^r.g\ft of the grace of God ^ xvhich 
|.'<'hiai^ Moikiiig of io 1 ‘xtraordinavy and remaikable a manner 
' xnis oix'cn'fo m(\ <’aUing me forth to the apostle 

ship by the energy of his pour r, whicli wronglii 
so great a change in me as to prepare and tpia- 
lify me for that high and holy office ; to the 
purposes of whieli no man living can ho more 

<; I nto 1110 ''bo averse than 1 once was. And wiitMi i think s 

ef lljis 1 am cov<Ted with eonrnsion, and know 
yiiuv that I not liow to speak of myself in any terms of suf- 

'ii.) ii.i|Hc.uh amoni; licioot ahaseiiuMit: for such was th^^ astonisijing 
'.tutihs tin. nil- of the great (iod, and siu'fi his fa- 

vour toil wortliless eroature, that lui/o me. ufio 
so unworthy of the honour of Ix'ing ealled 
an apcolle, that I am /cjrv than the /ra.^t oj jf/ 
saints\ aii<l look upon my.seif, on aecfiunt of 
what I formerly wiis, as below the very nieanesL 
among tlicm, thisgroie uas gii ftty that I should 
‘ he employed to preach among the Gentiles the 

' t t\s fhuti Ihc leal of all | It f i.j‘nh\ in Uiiukii, Vnl f. p. .O', .my n-f.-r 

h.i'. (ilh ii ohstTxcd h«ri', that tliti nn'O to In'? ii.iuic Panins, aUu« li in iht* 

'ipostlc in.ikrs a ii‘ tt word (wlnoli as Homan lans^n.ij*** siiimlh-d f/7A'/']. .ind at 
■ai amm.iri.ins would speak, is thunoin- Inr ^a^le turn.- to tho of his .s/< 2 - 

p.iiaLivc dt ^fixT of the .^upi.Tl.iliv^), ih't- tuti. which ocrasiciicd Clirysostoin's cal- 
which I think no tran»U^i.>ii f.in iiijr lU!nTpi'j:>j)(^-.f a rr'a't Oirrc « v- 

fiilly cijnal, or \(*ry happil\ t'Kjircss. No /»/.»■ f do not pictniul t«> «av ; and 
doubt, l,p r .r. r, 1.1 what he had In-nn for- only hint at wh.e Sigouins s■!\^, that 
iJH'tly, when lie pcruiuU'ft th^ chnch of /I'imilius Paiiln.s obtained bis additional 
oWy (Compare 1 (’or x^. and 1 Titn. name from lii.s /t/it: 

1. l-j.) nut wL't'llier ttn*u' In* (as Pr. • • . 



1‘i8 The xmilom of 0o(l ii skezvn to the angels tn/ the church. 

SECT, unsearchable riches of Chrhl ; wliicli while T am searchable riches of 
eiideriv<;urin^ lo trace out in iheii* purti^^-iikircoii- 
I am quite lost in rapturous amiizement, 

H?**8*^ and all mv most elevated conct'ptioris are swal- i 
lowed up in tliat unfat homahle fulness which 
J^tan never he exhau&ted. ^ et to this honour- 9 And to makeall 
able and important ottiee am I eraciouslv ap- st- wh.u li* ti.e 
pointed, to enlighten and instruct as well the 
Oentiles as the Jews (Act-; wv’i. 18), a.*id io the bi t;ituiii»g of the 
'make all mcnse(\ in so-ue aifecting nifasnrcand n hid 

degree, -Vic// tlic: }ia|)piness arising iVoin the in‘Xng'l'‘by 
coinmumcatrai oj the mi^sterij of the calling of the Christ *. 

Gentiles to he joint-heirs witfi the Jews, re/nt/i 
• Jrom eternal a^es was hid, being conccaleil in 
the secret counsels of the ever-bkssed and in - 
eomprchcnsi[)le (iod^, rt'ho, as heat first 
all things btj Jtsu^ Chrht, his Divine Son, (John 
i. ?>.) hath nevv-crt ati'd also all tliat are in him 
by a Ii\cly faith, and by him raiseil fliem to the 
]jn>pcct of complete holiness and liaj>piness 
to And this is now revealed and Jict in a new light, lo To ihr ifucot 

after the more imperfect intimations of it that n<ov un).. un' 
were given before, that the mani/nld wisdom ?/ p””ns‘‘,,rjl^f’,i%.‘nlv 
(jod, discovering itself in such a bc^autiful and mi^ht i.t* 

well-ordered variety of dispensations, might jiow »b« f imn h 

more tuWy be made known, and he <lisplayed in all 
its brightness the prineipalilies and poxeers in 
keavenlV [places], even to all the various orders 
tjf angelic beings, by means of \\\vaX. is done for 
the church' j which is the happy object of a 


P n'l.u-'^ttiecn'nm/mcnthnofthr t.tis.'rry, 
&o.] SoIja; >40vil(l Irun^late the fi)ir>oipg 
clause {r ' aito Twy et.t,,a'y\ 

uhlth ka.s hrm Itid fiotn the (hat is, 
from the /orwfr age? of tlje world • but 
«is in ler. il. it is <':»llcd repair f -.uv 
^i-.u'Vv' 7, an eiivttai pwf/Oie^ and here ‘-aid 
io he hid in (>oif, 1 apprehend no need of 
^ aryingtlie ii.iiislation, where the phrase 
is the same, Ihoiigh to be sure this inter- 
pi(.tatioii iiichuh s the sen e of the other. 
.It i-i eti lent, that here is n» allusion to 
the burring a troasuie in M)ine seen*t 
pliiee (compare .losh. mi. 21 ; and Mat. 
siii. i- i ; where the same word is used) ; 
astlu'it may als(» he in the word«y»^*- 
■f'etr-f, ver. H. whieli properly signil'es 
' hat cnn'inf he fr.icer/ ot/t' and it isrcrtaiii, 
iliat ihouifh Sfiinethiu'i is now 
* lu'tug tiii.s 'u yet th'*ie is 


an in-’omparably greater p.\rt coikv niin^; 
which we only know in the gencial tliat 
\X,\ti a nth treastue, williont paiticiilai ly 
knowing either /z;;u. u.uch, or uhete 

it is. 

*• Cteated alt thlnz'i ty det,its fVnr/. ] Mr. 
Locke pleads, as liii'dale had done be- 
fore, tha< this refers, not to the inot-xm 
of the wi>rld, but to the tenvvation of a ; 
and so may h.’ considered as nii .ntima 
tion that thm always iulendrd ChiisL 
should have lae hontinr af Jvrminn all 
fhtngy aueit\ and therefore concealed the 
mystery in hitmcH'iill after he was eomc. 
Hut the viords, if takMi in the most ex- 
tenbivc sense, contain both a certain and 
a pertinent truth. 

‘ /V mude knnxen to the principalttie< r.nd 
pavL'crs in hvavtrily &,c.J Th*. 

propb(i<^‘ s of the Old Testament gave 



TFe have access to God by faith in Christ. 12y 

love that hath produced eirecte beyond what srtr. 
tlic spirits of heaven could otherwise have con- v, 
coived or apprehended ; and in the 001110111- 
plation of It they are furnished with new mo- ' 

lives to adore that ijrace, which by the muni- 
festations of it to the church displays new glo- 
ries, iiufiarallelcd m all the history of licaven, 
in the surprising m(‘i hods taken to complete the 
II According to mmilier of Its biessed inhabitants: All which 1 1 
the otornai oracious cniorations proceed in peri’ect harmony 

in Christ Jesuji our •'^^h the original plan adjusted in the Divine 
lord. Mind ; according to the cAerml purpose which he 

formed heUn'ii all ages in Christ Jesus our Lord^^ 
both to be executed by him, and to ti rrninate 
in him; which as his well-beloved Son he was 
appointed to ertcct, and all tiie benefits of which 
he has secured to be coiiiiiumicatcd to the 
I ’ In Mhoin we church ; Kven that blessed Mediator, t/nou»h^^^ . 
liuidiiysh and freedom c/ speech in our ai)- 

dru,',; by th(‘ ruiih proachos to tlie throiii* or grace, auU nave ac- 
•i'hiin * cess with confidence of being heard, as bt^ing as- 

sured of audience and acceptance thejaith of 
him; in a reliance upon whom we may address 
ourselves to God with the humble cheeriul 
liberty of children whom he hath adopted into 
his family, and united to Inmsclf in the ciourest 
and most indissoluble bonds. 


^ IMPHoVf MKNT. 

S r. Panfs understanding in the mystery of Christ is just matter 
of perpetual joy to the whole Christian world, and ospeeially to 
the Gentile elmrclies, which have derived from thence so much 
of their knowledge and of their hope. Let irS congratulate our- 
selves and each other on the propagation of so glorious a system 


i>tror<^ mtimatii»ns, at of the in- 

tended cullin^f of ihe (lentdes into the 
chuifh ; '.md the angels sorni oxpres>lv 
to rffoi* to it in what lli< y •laid to the 
shoplitTds, and in tlwir anthoni at the 
iiao . ity of CbriHt, (l.iiko ii, 10, lA.) I 
ap[.ii b«'iul thi'iefore, that the apostle here 
\M>ulf! b ad tl»c thoughts of his nadrrs lo 
tin; s«*n(’s of Divine dispensatioii't ns gi:i- 
diialiy opening tlii-^ great disi'overy, and 
not incii lv lo what he preai.hed ctnn erw- 
iiiy; It; ttioiigh to bo Mire ttiat greatly il- 
lii^tiatrd the ‘•rbeme, — It,is stiang-ely uii- 
n.Itiiial to explain this clause as Mr. 
lAK’lte uonbl do, of the JvmJi pi itu ipoU- 
hn linti ; by whieli he is driven to 

rii'^ iiard^sli’fc of coiiiieeling rot; ivw- 
4,ici; ’.vith u'iidoi’i of Cod, \shich the 


fiist reading of the words hi the oiigir.al 
will shew how little they will bear. 

^ 4-kcordhig (0 the eternal pnrlio.&f &c. ) 
Mr. Ijocke W’uuld render xai* 

Twv atwvwv, &c. arcufdini; ti that pudi t^i'^ 
siUoa 0/ the or bft'eral du^p'-n* itiunj, 
XiL’ch he nmde oi Christ Jf'Ui, whu-h by 
the pre-oidinatioii of Cdd'^ purpose v.er*‘ 
nil irgutaled andoonstitutt'd in him ; ni d 
Dr. Whitby taking it in the same sei.-^o, 
explains it of his being proinised in iht' 
ill's! age to Ad«nn, typibed in the sec«»ad 
to the Jews, ami in the last age pieachi d 
to all the uvrtd. But pnhaps this inlcr- 
pietulinii may coincide more with a sense 
they are so .solicitous to avoid, thaiu ithtr 
ef these leaniesi anthers was aw ary. 



1.'30 Rejections on the glorious scheme of our redemption. 

SECT, of Divine which liad so long been concealed from ages and 

generations 'The apostles and prophets were raised up by God 
receive and reveal it: and we are entered on the blessed friiit 
of fltcii' labours; (John iv. 38.) Let ns learn frdm them to set 
‘\'i due \al»je on our participation in that inheritance, on our 
f» union ti» that body to winch by the gospel we are called. 

8 May it particularly teach us that ljuiniiity which was so conspi • 
cnoiis, so amiable, so adiniral)le in St. Paul. This oxcellertt 
man, this distinguished favourite of lu'iuen, who stood in the 
foreinosf rank of ( hiTtians, of ininisttn's, ofaj)ostles, yet labours 
for words to e\pre^>s the sen-^e he had ol his own meanness anti 
nnvvorthiness, and commits a kind of solt'cism in language, that 
he might lay hnnsclf as lovv as possdile; using the most diminu- 
tive term could l>e, to di'scribe hitn‘^(df as one who in his 
own esti'em was Ictis thtin the least of ail saints ! And shall we 
then exalt ourselves, and he proud of the triding distinctions that 
raise our oi)scur<‘ heruL a little above some of our brethren ^ 

Let those in particular, w!iO have the honour of heing called 

10 the sacrc'd office of tlie ministry, consider how reasonable it 
is, that instead of btdng piilh-d up witli it they should rather be 
humbled, when tbev reflect how unworthy the best of men are 
of it, and in how defective a manner the most faiilifn! diseliargc 
it: while v'ct the grac’e is given them to ])reach the riclu's of 
Glirist, lii^ unsearchahle riches. la‘t these be made* the lVc(|uenr 
sub’n'et of their preaching ; and h.*t all the course ol it lie dner* . 
ed, in a proper manner, to tlu* illustration of that subject. I d 
the vvell-cbosiMi phrase whith the apostle u.st‘s borr*, iea<di 

and all ( bristians, to search more and mure into this uiil«it}ioin* 
able abyss; as still sun^ to discover new wonders in tlu* viniely 
and fulnesis i)f its inexhaustible contents beyond*wbat tb(*y have 
known before, and to find uew^ pleasures in tracing again tliosi'. 
abvrtdy known. 

JO Tlii'. giormus theme i.s \v«>:thy of the conteinjilatiou ol inn'fl-. ; 
and ue are elsewhere toltl, t’ ai these celestial spirits desire to Uok 
into It (I IVt. i. 12,) and to Karn new displays of th(J Divine 
altrihutes the ehnreh. Let us then hear and vvoiship, as un- 
der their inspection ; and h*t n : onr hearts lx; cold to tiiC'-e sacred 
l> uths wliicli are our own salvation, while tliey rejc ice in them 
only on the general principles of piety nnd benevolence. 

1 J All that is done in the prosecution of the glorious design of 
our reilcmption now, i^. llie result of thok* counsels of pe ace 
which God from eternal ages formed in his own compassinuato 
lutnd.* To that smirce, after the e.xainpItJ of the apn.-,th*, let u:^ 
fiefjncntiv trace ail with the mo.st exalted gratitude ; recollecting 

i^that we recc'ivo this a<loption in Ghrist, vvlio is tin great i\lc‘dia- 
tor of onr access unto Chid. Let us tlieieforc* on the one haiul, 
take all our eneuuragements in prayer fiom views to him; atid 

011 the otiier, having such a fuuudaiion for it, let us conic with 



They should not be discouraged by his sufferings. ^ jy I 

;ui holy l)<)ldncss to the Divine throne, that so we may obtain si t T/ 
the mcrey and grace which we daily and hourly need. v, * 

* SKC T. VI. 

Theapodle yrptr.sen/s f/ie eanirsf mss zi'it/i u'hich he praijcd for 
their esiahlishintut Chrisliamtij^ as the best irish the most 
fervent affection could dictate Jor them. ,Kp|j. ID. i:5, /o the 
end. 


, M. /f t / ly I. , Clin 4 

.'foolrn'l'ind. ''“PP.y instrument ofhnnging it among T;^' 

r glory. you, ilioiigli (as 1 said berore, vcr. 1), I am in.u. 


' r,.,„,s in. 111. . Krni-.siAXsIII. 13 . 

^yMKitnFOKi-: i (’H and so great are the privileges to which 
that ve the gospel raises us; udicreforCy as I have 

faint not ai iny ti ilni- - . . r . . 

!atioii'» 1 

, 

now a prisoner for you (jcntiles, y(‘t J desire., 
iiiy dear brethren, that ye J anil md^ or he in any 
decree discouraged at my aflicl ion for you hich 
when It is thoroughly considered upon what 
arcoiint I endure these sullerings, must be ac- 
knowledged to be so far from any reason to dis- 
hearten yon, that it may rather serve for the 
encouragement and eonlirmation of your faith, 
and is ind‘‘<*d ?Au/r if/e;;//; for it is p ady an ho- 
nour lliat (hul (ioen you, in employing hi- I’aith- 
fill servant to lay out his time and strength, and 
even to sacrilice his liberty in your cause ; and 
that courage and cheerfulness in which CJod is 
pleased to support nu* in the midst of all these 
iitUiKhips, shews his lartlier regard fpr you, and 
iiia\ justly be esteemed as intended by him, not 
ftir my romiort only, hut for an additional ho- 
nour to you. 

For this causey that the great work in which 14 
i bow my knets im- \ engaged may more successfully be carried 

Lord Jo-us t’hnsi, purposes ol tliose my sulierings 

may be answt'red in your consolation and the 
Divine glory, while I am here in the retirements 
of my prison, I am daily pouring out iny soul 
to God on your account, and, with the most af- 
fectionate concern for youi establishment, I 
bcmlviy knees to the Fsiiher of our Lord Je<ius 
lo Of whom the Christ ; Mvon of that great and glorioiw Kc* 1 
tamii\ u» hi a- of whoiu ihc wholc family both in hea- 

ven and on earth is named^y by whom angels 


I i- Tor tins i-'aii’se 


VLM 


1(1 ( artl 


” Of Xv/if'ii a,r zJi.Jr Onni'uifi fiijavcii and son last ini’ntioncd, iiniiu'«liat(;ly lufoiv 
■' eniO i, i,urt'f I fho-t i'' tm- f»cr- the wurdi tf gv [aj 'ut'orn^ it fcem*: in')*’ 



1 () Titat hu tcouM 
giant \ on, aci'oiduiiy 
to Iht- ol ill.';i 

}:l«>rv, to In '“tn.njjtliir 
cr.i li iin^ht !)V 

li I n. Spirit ill llio niri(j.r 
mail : 


] 32 The apostle praps for their establishment' hi grace ^ 

SBCT. anJ mon aro incorporated into one society, and 
■VI* a's well those who are gone before to tin* pos- 
session of the heavenly inheritance, as those 
nM5 **^'*^' receive a more cNe«*1li*nt 

name than that of chi.clren of Abraham, and are 
united in one happy iamily, of which he is the 
IGilead. And the j^reat petition J am addressing 
to his falher and ours, is tins; h u^oiild 
^nuil z/-?;, (icci>rdinft to the ruhes oj Ins 
out of liiose t\ diindant stores of gnotliK'ss in his 
gracious luart winch can nev r he exhausted, 
to he nu^hlnji sfrcngihcntd bt/ the ell'eetual 
opeiation ol his Spirit^ invigorating and increas- 
ing cverv grace, and carrying on Ins work with 
c^bundanr success, in tin unur many tliat is, in 
all llie various powers of \our souls; so as 
ihertby to i'ortify \ou un(U?r every trial, and 
animate you more ami more to every good vi'ork : 

And as it is from Christ as our common Head, 
that all tln*so blessings of the Hol\ Spirit 
are imparted, I iim daily importunate with 
God, that Chrisl maxj dieell in your hearts y 
that ho mav take up iiis stated residence in 
your sonl-s the coniiunal exereise of a lively 
faithy l)y means of which a constant intercourse 
with him will be maintained, an i an assurance 
given you ol yoiir interest in ii.m; bein*^ aUo 
rcoUd and p^ronndtd in lovr, sie^lfustly fixed 
and settled, not only in the knowledge of his 
love to yoi^ but in the exercise of a fervent 
love to him and td each other, which will so 
greatly tend both to nourish and establish the 
iSsoul. J'haty under the inlb'cnee of these unit- 
ed principles of faiib and love, ye maj/ be ena- 
bled with all saints in ever/ place, to whom 


17 That Chu^i 
may dwell iii your 
iu ai '>■ hy laith , that, 
y(* h.un,!; rooted and 
^ri idid ill loNO, 


IS M ly he ahli* to 
oompM'lu-ud with all 


rj’jsOD.ildi’ to interpret thib i Uni.r as 
fViTJnf. Kohim; others rats-cr elio** o 

t(. umleistaiid it u' tin' t'utlury who is ri- 
deed Iho priiii jp.ii fUhjccl tif the tbret^o- 
bUuUncti, unt Would I lusivt up iii 
t'ieson‘'«* here jii veil. IJuth Mi. l.oeki* 
unci !)j(‘(i.itt; explain it of f vd ,'hv I ft- 
thi'i^ llii; I.' ivl of thfj w Ir le fwmi'y, in- 
t iudiu;; ,'.ll htlievc'r who in- i<»iutiy mtli 
C iin>t, wlm tft alnatly in heaven, thesony 
lit t oniirniaii.m <f whieli seiisr 
Ml. l.'l'.nfant uhseiw'i, Coat wc are Miid 
( » In ly. r.-i an- 1 nrc t.i Xj.'f'rfj and 

n, ip eort.iie (.hii‘'i Mjis ate said to beloiu; 
t'l fifjdnn-', ez 'j.ba!». ii. J'.t)- — 


Mr. IJoyse also iroe.s into the sa MU iiiter- 
piotation (in Ins Tom la^-l Thing's, p 
and argo*'. from h-’iiec*, th.n tA-.;../; /e / 
sujfits are u/ hetivuu hrtbre the rtsoire**- 
tioii, orotheruUi. aeconlins to thi" <lis- 
tiihution, as tin v am not ul vunhy they 
would not felon j to i 'f'd's J'amihi Mul 
tu-U'en may In pe bo tak‘ n to a jrreat la- 
titude; for ail the rep:ir»us of happiue'S in 
th<* lu^i^llde woild, thoLi)j:!i the place iii 
whieh separate spirits <!w/ 11 should b*-* 
dnfei't'iit fr*'m that which thev aie to in- 
hihit with Christ after the n viiriei iioir. 
The Jewish writers <■ ill /e.-:/ u the uppei 
:n i! e:,fk the Jowf r fainiJ) of 



and 

hci'Jit; 


and for their fulkr knmledge of the love of Christ, 1S$& 

yM 

saints v>hAt the whetluir Iviiowii or unknown, I wish this as the sEc^i'i 
invaluable blessing, tx> apphkend with vr, ' 
greater eleavness, w/iut [w] the breadth^ 
loiglhy and dttpth^^ and huighl^ of the gweat niys- 
tery of redeeming love, and to survey with a ’ - 
becoming astonishment, and with some suitable 
conceptions, the vast dimensions of that glorious ^ 
j)lan; that in some measure you may sec how 
wide it extends, even to all nations and ages; 
how far it roaches, even from everlasting to 
everlasting ; troiii what an abyss of misery it de- 
livers us, and to what a summit of felicity and 
ghu’y it exalts us. ; 

know 'rhis is my earned and importunate prayer J!? ' ^ 
( hnst, bro- 

>vli < h passclh know- , J . .11 1 -i . • 1 ^ 

led, ih.ir ini-hi threii; that ye may thus be enabled vMin greater 
i.o VinVd uiiiiall ihe admiration to contemplate, and mofo abundant 
ol Owd. ]y to know^ the love of Christy U'hicky after all 
we can say or think of it, surpasst^s by infinite 
degrees the most ralvanced kiivri'kdge/ even of 
tile angels themselves, and how much moro of 
mortal men in this imjierfect state : but 1 wish 
you more enlarged apprehensions of it, that so 
ynaij be filled u'ifh all ihe fulness of Gouy that 
your expanded hearts, being dilated mare and 
, more, may be rendered cajurble of adinittmg 


d And to 
th(' ln\(i of 


■1* tL' ht'tnl;h^ and L-n^itk, and drfdh,, 
un i (.\ Ii lias ot'tiii and'<.iN jus»tly 

o!)m i\ »'d, tluU rlii'i itii Is iKundvi- 
fnl'u c nphatn it. Uodirs arc wtd! ktioUii 
to ha\ c Miiiy ////u'dinu’iihions, /r au<l 
and ‘'inhrifs!^ ; bnt th.* apovUo 
Paul di\i<l«’s ili/'. I.l^^ into its down- 
ward.-, and u- In 'i^hl npward.s, rncasuiiw^ 
Irom the iiiiddlr point ; and so makt'snso 
of It t«) <'\pr«‘>s the dej^h ql mhrnj fn»na 
which the loM^ of (Jhribt didiverM u^, as 
v\idl as rlic height nj f^lny l»» which il ex- 
alt^ us. See Bluckwall’s Saci?. Class. \ ol. 
I. p 

/i vorc fhr Inve of Chriit whkh mT- 
/; 7 «:c/c//ip'.] I can Conreix e no iaia- 
gmable reason, with Mr. l<ocke, to con- 
iine the inUrpriMaiiun of llu» U'xt merely 
to ihf I vcof Ci.rtif in cMl'm'z thf' <tenUfex. 
Well may vre recollect on this occasion 
all that love which Christ hns displaced in 
rctlccminj; Ins church out of cverj nation 
and kingdom under heaven, (Jciitilrs as 
well as Jews, from final misery, ami cx- 
It to eternal glory. And tins is so 
I'oii.iikablo and nilniiivabie. that th ' tii 'hi 


extensive explication of this text must oci- 
tainly I\b the mostt pr ‘per — Nor c:m the 
plirasc of its iuipas^inj^ knoivlaUr men ly 
signify Its exceeding the Jewish dispen- 
sation, (which U seUlnn, if c\cr, called 
tcmnitcdgej but Us exceeding o«/- /aoi/ c/e* 
o/J/rt/ nmr^ilions. The (ntaihtShs lime 
used, greatly enhances tlie beauty of the 
exprebsion ou this explication, wlicrca’* 
otherwise; it uuiS)t appeal vviy dry and 
jejune. 

^ l.hnt ye may he filled itilh a:! the f/,!- 
JiCA^ tf (jW.J It is I’ghtly obs. rved by 
the learned and pious Professor rrauekius 
(Maniid. ad Sac. Sctipl legend p. IIPI.) 
that there is in tliC'se two verses .ni allu- 
sion to the temple } expiessing bis wi-h 
that the Jolt ndat ion rniglit he so t xtcnsiv* - 
ly and deeply laid that a sJtpt i.teifriuiciuay 
lie rai'*ed extendin'^ itself to sueh .i mag- 
nificent length and hicadtii, and h*i<Jit^ as 
to be fitted to reeeive .and lodyo the »(i-> 
aed Ottesi, that he miglit dud, as it w< i * 
itncroirded in their hearls. And in Ihu 
view It will indeed appear a le ble Irani 
of ill n«ght. 



. 134 He doses zvitb a grand and suitable cloxdogjj, 

s?CT. larger degree's tlian ever of Divine love, and 
y** more ample in-dvvellings of Divine consolation ; 
till at length ye arrive at tliat happy state in 
IjR.Ti ye. shall attain to a full perfection in the 

’ knowledge and enjoyment of God, whore that 
5;, ; . which is perfect shall come, and ye shall know 
V," even as also yc are known. 

■> -20 With these prayers am I softening the sorrows '.’o Now unto him 
i of inv own imprisonment, ami endeavouring to is :iMc to do < x- 
do what 1 can towards supplying to yon and abo\o all th.it 
r * other Christians, the dtificiency of those public ur think, actoidnig 
5;' services which iny present confinement forbids: 

‘ ' ' ’ and I doiiht not but these humble petitions will ^ 

' ^ , come up in remembrance before God. Me- 
thinks 1 see them even now descending in bles- 
sings on my head and on yours, from the ador- 
able Source of all good; and therefore 1 cannot 
forbear adding, 7b him that is able to do all 
things for us, not only to tlie utmost extent of 
our [letitions, but abundantly exceeding all that 
u'e [can] ask or conceive ^ according to the pozeer 
•u'hick is already so illustriously displayed, and 
2\u:orkeih efficaciously in us; To him [l>e\ 

glory in the whole church both of Jews and Gen- V,', '.I't'.s'jls* 
the happy society which lu^ hath so woht throu.,.iiout .<ii 
derfully redeemed, and so bountifully enrielicd "»>dd withoie md. 
by Christ Jesus its glorious I lead, through whom 
all his blessings descend to us, and our praises 
ascend to liim: and may they ascend throughout 
' all the most distant ages and periods while 

earth with its successive generations continiu s ; 
and muy tliey resound from ah his rcdconit'd in 
the mansions of glory, far beyond the limits of 
time, even /or ever and ttv/ ^Jtnen, !.ct 
w your liearts with mine consent to it; and in tfiat 
consent anticipate something of that pleasure, 
y with which we hop(3 for ever ir* render these 

< praises. 


« ‘Ihrnuzkout all ;?<'// rraArvT Ji • ever ]Jlac'kwairsSacr,Clas3.VoI.T.p.8.'}.}- 
«nt/-.vr. J This lb oiii’ t>f St. sidf- ’throuyji all Ike i'i'jni of an eml't-M 

jinriilud tiid most t xiir^b'ive phrasi'v, eicrnttif may conn* toinethiii^ m ar it ; 
0 t; Tjeeffu^ T/r' yiv T-* niivYog ' 7 juy r'twvwv, but CM-'ii this, ciiiphaliral aMt may -cfiii, 
which a le.irijc<l enrit; justly dclies any fjll» vabily sli irt :>f the hiiblinuty and 
Tcrsion wlratso' \t i fully to express. (Ste .spirit uf the original. 



Refieclions%n the apostte^s prayer for the Ephesians. 

■'I 

IMIMIOVFMKNT. ‘ ' 

Let our eyes he frecjuently directed to the God and latjierof 
uur f.ord Jt\s*iis C'hri.st, and oiir knees be frequently bowed l>e- vi. ' 
fore him, invokinu him under this amiable and delightful 
racter as the great Father of tltat one family which he b^th been'*;*^‘ 
})leHsed in infitiitvMiK'rcy to form to himself; a i’amily consisting j 
not only of iliose who were originally the inhabitants of lieaveiv, 
who were l)orn in his lioii^e, and have never oftended liim, but 
of many who havt? hci n, and many who are the inhabitants of 
^earili, once the children of tlie curse, and the heirs of death and 
de>truciion. 

Fct us all rciiuMubiT it is now the family of Christ, oiirgrcatl5 ' ‘ 
eldi*r Ihvitlier, who, though the Lord of ht‘aven, disdains not to 
own that humble relation while the angels are adoring him as 
staniling at the lioad of the society, and esteem it their honour 
to he related to him. Let ns be more aifected with the grace 
e\t5. iided to us, and consider our n‘lalion to him as a bond of 
union among ourselves. While we are of this family, let not 
th(* dilfcront garbs we wear, ortho different apartments in which 
we are l(Kleod, alienate our aflections from each other ; but. let us 
tfi’ten be thinking of that blessed day when the whole family shall 
meet above, and let us in the mean tinnie endeavour to behave 
ns worthy mcml)e.rs of it, and hav<‘ its common interests at heart. » 

And frx)m that eminently faithful and honourable branch of 
the family , the blessed aj>ostle, whose words we have been read- 
ing, let us learn xi'/jdt to xviah for ourselves and our brethren : 
even that (rod, (taurding to the ru/ics of his ^racc^ would 
^tniigthfu us ivilh viig‘J by his spirit in the inner wan; that 16 
w(* may r.Pain great degrees of vigour and contiriiialion in re- | 
ligion, by t!ie vital and powerful ojicrations of the Holy Spirit 
of (hid ii| on our hearts; that vve may be strong to discharge 
{•very dnt\ , to resist temptations, to conquer onr enemies, to 
ii'ssisi onr brethren, and to glorify our Fatiicr and our Saviour. 

Let us earnestly desire, that Christ may not only now and then 17 
visit our hearts, luit by the habitual and lively CNCrcises of faith 
may even dwvll in them ; that we niay be thus continually con- 
versant witli him as our most honoured and bcloveil Glia')! ; and 
that love may take deep root in our hearts, and be solidly ground- 
ed thme. Let ns earnestly pray that, under Divine illuinina- 
tion.s, we may be enabled to form more exalted and suitable 
conceptions than we have ever yet attained, of tin; h?radlh, and l.S . ' 
Irn^th^ and depths and lunphi\ of this vvjatlnnnablcy this ineon- 
\-civablc love of Christy xi'hich surpasses • the perfect /xuo . ^ 

even of saints in glory. And O that hv these cni.ienrdaii'jns 1^^ 



IS6 He again reminds them of his being a prisoner. 

*ECT. wc may fiiid ourselves daily u'ifh all the fulness of God, 

VI.’ that our hearts may even overflow with the abundant cominuni- 
catioiv of his gifts and gract‘s ! 

, W|jat«ball we say in return for the knowledge lie hath al- 
ready given us, for the love which he hath already wrought in 
our liearts, if we are so liappy as to know the grace of God 
in truth? What! but that believing his power to out-do all it 
ffttr. SO-hatli already wrought for us, yea to do for us exceeding abinu 
dantly obvvc all zee can ask or thinks we \vill still confide in him 
and call upon him ; and will humbly endeavour to bear our part 
^iwith the whole church, in ascribing to urn* Redeemer, our Sanc- 
tifier, and our Father, glovi/ ihron^hout all ages, and even world 
without end. Amen. 


SECT. VJI. 


From the ernsideralion of bis ozim sufferings^ as xcell as of the 
many important respects in which all true Christians are unit- 
ed^ the apostle pathetically erhorts them to mutual laze, and to 
steadiness in rdigion, by reprcH'nting to thou the glur was 
foundation which Christ as the great Head of the church hal^ 
laid for it, Eph. IV. 1 — 16. 


I’pflKsiviNS. I'V. 1. 

HAVE mcnttoiicd my bom but a little 
while ago, and I shail mention them now 
again; for nothing can tend so much to soltcn 
I'v. h them as to find iliem the occasion of honour to 
Christ, and good to his church; and nolliing 
surely can more powerfully move you to regard 
the cxiiortations I would offer to you ; J there- 
fore call upon you to consider me while you read 
this, as in confinement, not fi r any crime that 
hat!) deserved such treatment, but as the prisoner 
of the /.errf Jesus Christ,* in bonds for my fidelity 


gFXT. 

vn. 


irillr=. 1\ 

[THLKKIOK’L \\\e. 
piisoHti' ot th^‘ 


* 'I'he prisoner of I a i:f. | S<»riM* ha\e 

obifi-icti of this e|)i--'l(’,afid of the 
whif'h were wTitleu l)y the ap».stlfi Paul 
in 111 * iHiprt^orimcnt, Oiameiy, iho.'-* toiht* 
i'l 1 !‘-Manjj and ihc Philippian*!, a- well as 
lh 1. lu Phil.MiJon, nod llie sviund In 'Vi- 
inothyjt:! it limy are more eipcciallv le- 
:n#'irl;;»hh* t'-r tin ir < \<’t llrn('i', and djs- 
i'o\<’ra prcirtiar ,rvuvr of tlit* f/.infisqfCn'd; 
h\ « liK ' If fiiiy lie that while /lis 

,ii i! .il.onnd, fiis con^v'dlivn^ uLo 

*! »! ':’'ni :i.i nii.i h It hiWMir 

nit iiii'.'t, ’I'.ii |)i'‘‘lc, t) , I,*, fill-;'!, 

’■i 111*’ j'l. l■^p.Ml'•f If, Ih'* ^ra' " 


lerijrn of Cod it tlie gospel dj'.pfiisiiiou. 
and rrpresciiLs ili<‘bei>elii.s.uid]irivilei,Ts 
that belong lo ml faithful m i'imU de- 
>u.i, as yieli to (ientHcs as to ,Iov>s, ib c'u>t 
iiitoasU'ain of than 1. '■pi \ ings and prayers, 
and w'litten, (a-^ il %.;rc)all in a r:ipturr, 
ill a sublime and de.attd style, as llow- 
iie; fi' iii a mind fran-'potud uith the 
e'-i'Sideraliuu of the unsearchable wisdom 
aiid pooduess of tiod in tin* woik of le- 
demptiop, and of the nm.i/'iig lo\e (]|«>- 
playril lu Chiist tiwaHl" ihe CeiitilL 
world. And flif T,-mt tun/.' h.,f of d is no 
lov'. -uin.iro'-ie I i t!.t ii". nianiiii 







ioni, bpseech you to thrit gospel he liath committed to my charg;e. «s 


that ye walk wmthy 
nffliu vMtalU'U where- 
with are cal led , 


And I beseech you by the memory-of my chaiiis 
(hat yr make it your \rieat care and daily labour, 
io'a'alkworihi; of ///<f high and holy callh^g where- 
with ye are called: let there be nothing in your * 
ttMiiperand conduct heneatlitbe dignity towhich 
you are raised, and the illustrious hopes which 
are set before yon ; but shew that tlie crown of ^ 


glory is ever in your eye, and tliat yonr hearts 
:• With all lowii- are duly impressed with it: And particularly 2 
uvy <iml uirrkiiej^s, ^ r«ccive(l tho pardon of your sins, 

•with loui^ sulhiiini:, v , , . .1 /•' i #• 1 1 1 

foibf.iriiig ,.m* aiio- aiv adopted into the launly or God, let the 
th-r niiovoj remembrance of it engage you to Kehare with 
all huouliiyixnd lowliness of lieart, under a sense 
of your former u^iiilt and misery, and your un* 
\vorthirn;ss of that mercy which God hath mag- 
nified towards you; and thus to curry it with 
meekness towards those who may have troubled 


yon hy tiieir frowanliiess, tenderly passing over 
their iii(i:'miti(‘s and indiscretions, as sensible 
what great otfenees have been forgivtm to your- 
selves. And should yon meet with injuries from 
any of your biethren, as it is to be feared tliat 
even among professing <'liristians this will some- 
times happen, do not think much to l;,ear with 
them ; l)ut let me entreat you, that yc endure 
them with long siilJenug and patience without 
seeking revemge, \\v\^ forbear one another \\\ such 
circumstances, />2 the unfeigned exercise of mu- 
^.KIlJ-!a\omI^i,'lo tual lovt : ^ And not on this occasion only, butS 
kcf p the iiui^y •<! thv \vith respect to your whole carriage to each 
other, how different soever your sentiments and 
practices may be in mattci’s of an indifferent 
nature, be still endcavournrg, so far as in you 
lies, to keep the unity (f (he Spirit^ that unity of 
heart and allection which becomes those who 


are regenerated by one Spirit acting on them 
ail, and forming them into one body; joining 


in wliit'h lip improves what hehrnl before* 
dtlivried, urciingtln‘ whiolihecaim: 
thfiii* oliaiai’t«T, willi thr gioalest tfiiidc’r- 
nt'h-j, in t’xprc'^'^ion*; hill of love and en- 
dcMi nient. adding^Uicsirtmct st. arguments 
to enforce them, and niakieji mention «'f 
his bonds to recomnicpd ihuexliorta'ions 
Olial he otlVied lo thein. 

I! i./j/f /rtg, . .v.,- n^i ■ '.■r/ 


in /o;*. ] As there is no ctpulutixiv between 
Slid Lma it ^Lern--. nio-^t 

Ti.itni.il 'o eoiineot the 1 liter with th ‘ foK 
lowing elnn.sr': .*iiid if Uie exhorUtiMn be 
thus rcudend, il will prevent the AeVrin/f 
which viould ari-.t* tiom r ouiiertuig av*- 
yc.y.^Yit with Ml I lie vor'sf before, to 

which wesh'H.ld b»- led by 'C.r ii.nislatnin. 
See I'l Lick 'i» ill i’n S-icr. A la'll!. \ oI I ]). I' k 



138 And presses them’^fo mutual love d.nd uniip of Spirit. 


SEC 

VII 


' hope 
;;illing; 


T. them thus togetlier m the boiul of peace and •‘Spirit in the bond of 
sweetly engaging them, not ouly to the most 
pacific, hut to the most affectionate conduct to 
3 ^^ each otl^iT. . 

4 For this is indeed the case with regard to all ^ 'Uwre is one l>o- 
that have truly and cordially (Mubrac.t'd the gos- 'hv> Spirit, 

pel, and nothing can be strmigor ihaii tiie mo- .1) o^rhope 
lives to tlii)i union, when it is considered, that 
Avith respect to the whole church [there /VJ 
only o/ic of which ye all are immibers, 

and should as such have the same care for one 
another, (I For. xii. 2b:) and in this body 
there is one Spirit that enlivens, actuates, and 
tills it, under whose inllucnec it should be your 
concern to act in such a way as to resemble him 
who IS the Spirit of love and peace; and there 
is one inheritance that ye are waiting for, as ije 
arc also called in i^Wd'blcssed hope of your catlings 
and should live therefore as ins[)ire<l with the 
same joyful expectation of being all brought to 
the same blessed end, to one glorious abode in 
^tlie heavenly world: "FlKTe is also one Lord 
and Head of all, even Jesus (’hrist, who hatli 
come (loun from heaven and died for our sal- 
vation ; tint lie might incorporate us all into one 
society, that he might instruct us all in one faith ^ 
and might unite us ail iti one baptism in lh(3 
name of tlie Fatlicr, the Son, and the Holy 
^ Ghost: And thus he introduces us all into 
the knowledge and favour of the one God and FiUhci nt’ 

Father of all true believers, who, in the infinite ap^'aml'in 
perfections of his essence \ above ail, govern-' 
ing ali nuhout exception as 'ne suprtMue Rul(?r 
of universal nature ; who animates and operates 
through all, by the dilfusivc imltienct' of his vital 
presence ; anil who is particularly injjou all, by 
.liicit special residence vvliich I holds in tiioso 
ih It are the u niplcs of hi> grace. 

7 Such are tlie groat engagements w-e are under, Uut unto 
to the stiictcst and mo^t affectionate onion ; and 
i.owsocvcruo inav l)e distinguished from eacl 


> One T,oiil. 
ll), OIK' baptKi 


One Ooil and 
I, who is 


<• 7'n h(i'j) the unity qI the Sfunt in Ihe siuer there ran be no room to op pn 
homi of I Set* ancyrellent djsconr««! to the bapftstn of the and it iv. 

oil lluj> d', ill \Tr. Baxter’s* Praetjc.il v«’ry plain th.at the .iposllc, while he ile- 
\\'«nks, \ ol. 1\ . p. (»J8, & se(|. claied that theie was but oWff />f/; 

•I (J/ie !}nf,tis.,t. \ 11 is jnere htf} pii-*n ed Mat of water 

t •.cnee di^ainst x^'afr^ ! 







^racc 
the 

jif't oi Chnst 


ace top' have is the ^free gift of Christy ISti^ 

e of us is given other, by the variety of onr gifts, or by the dif- 
rTncasi?r^o^^^^^^ ference of our stations^ these several distinctions 
ought to be regarded by us, not as matter of 
emulation and contention, but rather as 'an ad- 
ditional obligation to love, when we consider 
the great source and design of all: for grace is 
given and dispensed in diiferent degrees to every 
one of us in panienlar, not for the merit of one 
above another, hut, according to the measure of 
the free gi/'t of Christ^^ in such a measure as 
seems best lo him, the great Sovereign of the 
elmreh, to bestow it; whose distributions W'e al- 
ways know to be guided by consummate wisdom 
and goodness, so that wc all have the. highest 
s Wh* f-foii' hf> entirely to acquiesce in them. For weS . 

hi"h whatever gills we have from Christ, 

lujhilr i.tiMtyrap’ uiid they am all bestowed by him; wherefore the 


ti’ id 
imti iU( n. 


words of David may be consiil»‘red as applica- 
ble lo tliiSj^ where he says, (l*sal. IWiii. 18.) 
“ IVhen he ascevded on high, he led captkiiy 
capthe^^ and gave gifts unto men for na- 


^ flifu to ry i e of usy kc.] 

III lu s -rnc ics|V"('t.s, al- 

tli I-;;!' iiiU- many, might not bu 

iniiiil Is .in\ j)'<M fur bclf-c*st(HMii, or ue- 
gh I I III uMims, uhw wanted such dl^Ul)> 
U4iv.uitag(s, die apostio prupfi- 
. I'.u npoii it, that all I't ^'oinminiicat- 
j II , h y uay of free gilt and ereigu 
.liny. 

I III’ uoid . ijf I).i\ id ma\ lui cyn.s’dcr- 
rd I '.appli tu this,] 1 ciiniiot undor- 
lalsi tu pii dial the passage here re- 
d til !• <;ily peaking, a predic- 
'»! t Itr; t\s ast •'/)',(. /I, and of hi.; shid- 
til!* mils and graces of lhaSpi- 
7,t. (hr e..;.iliiiist oileI)rat*ng a latrvic- 
loiy, . I»a< k in rapturous meditation 
to Cl irtur> o\er the F.g>ptium,and 
tin* ^jiDils Midi whir'll he eriiirhod the Is- 
iti's, iiT.gratefuI and rc'lx'llionsas th^’y 
(i.id h"ri 1 by wliirli hr pieparcd for 
hi/iiM If It) thr I'unrsi* of his piovidciice a 
dwrlL.i^r anionL' thrill ; fui the tabernacle 
wa-. hull piiiicipally with those spoils. 
Anti lilt apo'-lh* braiitifiilly aocoiiimo- 
die words to the tiiumph of an as- 
triidmr? Saviour, ami to th^* royal dona- 
tirr of thr Spiiit; which lir s.het! d<fwn on 
Ins rliiiich, int<» wlwrh ni.iii} v\h(» had 
In’rii om e nnibt rrl)t'llii»i,s ivrie adiniUttl, 
and whorrliN it n:ih lltted to he In'* hah-* 
tatmn. W'c irpthr thr r!a'i-f (|uotr l, 
Wv ha i ii/ /.v , 1 ,/ ; bnt the 


Hebrew word signilies, Tkou hast tuUn, 
and may either e%i>iess> taking from dn* 
ont'iny, or taking out ol hj.> o\mi ro; al 
trrasuMi'.. 

8 Jle Uit captraty captii/*.'] This i'. a 
phrubC that signifies the leadim; (.n a train 
of captives, but may with greater i niphasis 
be applied tu those who of fi'rt<yM<f:r(»/v and 
oppre^ms are made captives; (coinparu 
Judge V. l‘J.) And thus it may hr pro- 
perly understood of the tiivmjji at Chht 
over a//;, the rt’O/W, ami dfuth, by 

whom siieh maltiiiides were conquered, 
and riislavtd. — Mr. Pierce indcid ha.-; 
taken great pains to prf)vc tliat thr^o wuids 
are to bo imerpreted of the i;w(l fuigcA, 
an if the meaning were, “ that Clii ist led 
“ ill triunipii the an^efs who v(>liintiirily 
“ subjrciod themselves to him, aftci 
*< l-aving been before bis/e//ca'-gtfffrrf/ar/y 
** in pre«:’.ling over oflirr countric.s’, as he 

Mas CodV ricc"cri';il in Israel.'* And 
to csUddi.h this, he largely plead.*;, that 
m -idicr iho levils, iioi lln* souls of de- 
parted b.i. 1, asce nded with C’ln ist into 
iu*a\cii,aj onscquoutly thcM* wuids 
miist.rtfi 1 the tiain of attendant an- 
g» In. (Jut C In might poetically be saiit 
/.) tcatf captrjii I ptni ^ when he triumph- 
ed over those t had sniiducd his peo- 
ple, and a p'irf sii(ha])'wci o'Ci the 
iiiteinal s) u. :i <'«tn(|ucinr has over 
u eapuve he diug* al liis chariot 



140 Christ has asce^ed that he Hihigs, 

\ 

$ECT. turally may our devout meditations rise from that 
VII. j^lorioLis pomp with which God went np from 
“ ' mount Sinai, when he had triumpited over the 
IV. 8* poured down blessings on his 

people, to that illustrious ascension of our blessed 
Jledeciner, when he had vanquished our enemies 
on the cross, and returned to his Father, poured 
down his royal donatives like a triumphant con- 
queror “ upon his faithful subject#, yea gifts, 
in which those who had long been rebellious, 
and had but lately laid down llicir weapons, 
ywere to share. Now this [rr/7?rA\v/*(7nJ tliat be ^ f>c 

ascended, what is it, or what does it imply, but b^'i' Ihau’iJ aiL'Vc! 
that he also descended first inlo the loxiu r parts scemied lirst into the 
of the earth having come down from heaven *t)wcr partb of the 
and dwelt in tliis(‘arlli of ours, yea, and submit- ‘ 
ted even to he in the caverns of it for a while 
under the power of death ? For to this low hu- 
miliation our thoughts may naturally be con- 
ducted, the subject being so familiar to our 
miud, and the phrase so capable of suggesting 
10 these ideas to us. -Airilon the other hand, it lo ik iha le- 
leads us to retloct, that he who descended io ^wm\\ 
forms or humble abasement is also the very same far abo all iipa- 
glorioiisand triumphant Person who ascended far v« ihu lie might 
above all heavens^ beyond the regions of the air, thin;.;-.) 
into the heaven of heavens; going up, as the 
Psalmist elsewhere speaks, with a shout and 
,\viih the souml of a trumpet, (Psal. xlvii. b.) 
received with the acclamations of all the hierar- 
chy of heaven, and seated on a throne of glory, 

. t lull he mi^lit fill all things with his^ influence, 
and d'rcct and overrule all bv his wisdom and 


power. 

Accocdiiigly he hath shed down a rich variety 


n Ami ho yjavf 


tvliicls. 1» this view it may aho bft ob 
.■‘ferved, that tho r'gyptian:>, over Mhorii 
(I'od is represented as triumpliin^ in the 
passaj^e (jiioted IVoih the Iwiii Csalm, 
IhoMCih Ihty might seem to be twken pri- 
in The Red Sea, Exod. xi\. '2.'' — '2S, 
wcre-i.ot^ in strietness of speech, led hi 
hiV7n/dijf?t pmeeMmn, hut iiumediutely dei^ 
troyeil by the Divine ven^funce. 

His royal douatives like- a trium- 
pliant concjnep'r.] Many liavc obficrvcd 
That here is an ailusion to the eiiAtum of 
conquerors, who used to »i\e iaif'C.ssi.s t> 
th#*ir soldieis after a triumph ; s< o Jam- 
horcli 'riieolo^, lib. ili. cap. 25, st-ei. ii. 


And thuujjh the Roman instances of this 
custom arc pMhaps the most faintliar tu 
our iiuud*<, yrt all who are acqu.iin^i d 
with itntiquity, know that it v.as m?t pt- 
culiar to them. Cumpuie Jud^'. 2d 
—30. 

» Into the hvLer parts qf the earOu ) Risleip 
Tcarson, on the; Creed, p. 2‘29,has sh«‘\yri 
how very pr«» arionsIy this is urged as a 
proof of C'/iri./’jf descent into he//; tlu; 
phrase bring such as otiuT srript>n:t> 
pUiuly Rad us to refer, either to his //i- 
tmputmny Csal. Cxxxi.x. l.’i.or hi’' ilfscont^ 
iiilo the Compaic I’m). Jxiii. 2 

and Alat. xii 40. 



and teachers 


8odiet«poi^; and of gifis add graces froui 

***wange/i8far Father fo qualify* and entdovr'; 

and aome, paiton his servant^ foc thos£ varioiis omces in. 

• which lie hath wisely and j^ciohsly j 

for the advancement of l^^terest 
clqin ; and thus, among the gifts which be ) 
stowed to be employed ^tanta^Cldf h^"; 

people in their rcspeelSlj^^hiations, he ga^ ' 
some to he aposfles^ whosl#^^es shoiijd be per- ' 
sonal, but should ex tehd’in'te efiect^ to the te^' 
motest generations^ sending them forth to preach, * 
the gospel unto every creature as his 
witnesses, and formirigthem, under the p&trary ^ ■ 
and most abundant influences of hh 
the fullest knowledge of that scheme ^ 

to'pubiisb to the world (coihp^re Mark :?vi. 15 , 
and I Gor. xii. 2%); and some he gave -to be ‘ 

. piyfpkeis, who were to explain the mysteries of 
. failh, and to foretel future events, by vijflfae 'of 
the extraordinary revelation^ 'made to them'; 
and some to be ewigclists, who were to travel 
from place.tq place^ and to fuJfti such particular 
commiastons as the apostles should give, in 
settling and 'establishing the churches they bad 
planted {Acts xix. 22 ,) being^^rnished with 
such miiiftculous powers as iyerC'tjpgbOssary for 
that purpose: md, besides these extraordinary 
offices, he also gave some to be settled pastors 



the Lord, and to instruct theii^ bdtii jfi pul>lic 
and private, as ,rcsp^cti^e circum^tancca 
slJoawireq^ire nyerc theife left desUfute of. . 

^ proper assisUncefi, though' hot: by 

1 2 Voi the 'XTfacu socli endbwrnicnts as rh^:| 6 i:ipcr. Now 12 

; ’ the infe.Bt of all 0^^ and 


* 4ntl iUTM pastors I ^aVBot foiliear S3ying% H h^i.s beigi?? justly 

n«t laJie u{>oii out if piocesat) biihops jwcf<f, 

tfvo tiiliorent thfc'^-ery' rAttti4y '‘1).v MUich Uw-vitoly 

which to prexci^, or to beat 

fartt.iwd thos^o" schisros which ^e;> 

vi»«iPtas/i[ii /3(^rqr)1y churb|h^4tas «aoh 

iostnictiiHf: the (AcU 5(\) it Ja;'^!«.r5r. Itraifie 

tatiou, wUhout ^b«re mention of tiiem 

iln^e; though, if these ^iOcclesiasUcs which aro 
seems niq^t prohabJe' haveAieve jf4Uoic?^ted, ‘ tiwiigh some of <i»cm 

bf'cn expressed rffftr«f//yas'tlje others aro; interior to' t-ho snriposi*U hiihojr» 13 
awl some pastors, and iotae 4ig»ity.- . ' , 



ifte, was for the. petf acting of mints.,,i 3 K finish- «og of the saints, for 
%' the cbar^ter of Voly men who i^ouid be 
iffcspped to Ike work of the in sub- log of the body of 

ir^ination /d ' fAtf Vjfreat view that is still to be 


of bij 


itig up and ^ the 

eburcby which is the body of Christy that its nurp- 
hers may be and each member ad- 

. '..to 


l^^vanced in knoWlfe 
. all arrive at the 


race; Till we IJl Till we all come 
aith^ and the unity of the 




knowledge OK zck\vi^\eA^d\ont of t^^ ledge ^!f the 

" in such entire harmony and agreement as will goI, untoaporf^ 
cettient us t«)gether in still dearer bonds; and unto the mis- 

ff ‘"Which so many Srfotaew*^Ch7u^ 

::y new are, we Snail grow up to' the ma- . 

a ^perfect vian^ even to the full measure 
<f the spiritual stafurCy so as to reach what may 
be called the standard of the fulness of Christ 
attaining' to those eminent degrees of grace afyd 
goodness which will fit us to become nis'statVd 
ftverlhsting re^idepce, and to be filled with tlie 
mo^t glorious tokens of his presence and favour. 

14 In the mean time, i^is tne design pf God by UThat we hence* 

these means to give us greater firmness and esta- ^ morechii- 
blisbment in refigibn, that we ma^ he. 7W tenger 
like little cmZf/rew tossed to and fro as waves of with every uind of 
the jfea, and borne about as a Vapour in the iir, doctrine, by the 
anVAm'ro wind of df:trine andf every vain piiff 
of breath, uttered with violence and eagerness, whereby they lie in 
and as' it i^erft in,echanicalJy managed the wait to deceive; 
icheatingsleighfaf desi^n^g a^td ^fiter^ted^cw, 

■ [dud] wtfi'eir VMioftS in .exieiy methed 

if decetP^f ^wlnaif some ittsin^ating^teiUiherswill 

' ' . * pQti tcfmii ’ tb^'wprds «dih Qi^Otiufl, as if the meaning 

: of the rniituiry which is 

,sti»idc ijfelRirinhrdiiuite,, Of %ir beiogv' io perfffsiJhf^imiSy^andioed^^ the bddj( of 

naiqtee Of'haftimi ' 
tides,' pir\H|S94 


If the hoW:,o.rdi-''pAW^^^ , , ^ . 

|IltnetOis'l^ Ar-, ' • measure W tiatureiff tmJuU 

r wo(Ola*r^^i^(tUrAf^ ThC8eift6€'j^^er) in the para- 



But I rathef Chinlk, wit^ Ur. MaVsluU, the . 
otApsc's are to .be connectedi ai^ ’mgy ^ri 


iriioro , , , 

Sacred' . 

Tiff thefttirig of holif m 
hihlifry } wh'^h srron] 


rendered.i 
l^iisflics, VoL 


i*»oS6 wio (39 Dr. Lightfoot 
'“^ins,j;r..)289) have in- 
Lt, that tHe ^nts should 


i^tack- bejrotii^4^tjthe last day cawtly of the 
ftp. 174*) , to;^C5Sf«rwhert,he'5i«^ and that tjjeir 
heidifithe same with bbs j 


ii9ipiie$, ^^ il|e> 

if, that no' unholy man slipuld be em- >jXiHih 
^ :>ycd'in it. And thus there can be no age, 

%eeiitty to>uppose a transposition of ^ Jfy ihecheaiing sleight of men, \and\by 


ambiguity of the word 
ying both stature and 



AO.t ftil^i;)j>,C!xetoise upc^' yo9, ^pugh 1 ‘ 

15 But' spuaUag you wili:te.abie to discern and defeat it: 

‘l^owuJiSto i^tntaOM'tht.truth in^,<> or 8tedfto|iM 
thin*», which is henpK to the doctrines of., ^ gospel, 
ifaie; Head', «v(s candid and charitable tethpifr^whic^. iuir^> 
cates', and without tvbij^j)j^.il^reat’ and . 

. , 'i ' extensive, knowledge irttte gOW. ' 

way we grow up in an infant Tto < < 

. an adult state, tn/a Me J7(°ad [«vm] 

< the Lord Jesus C%mr,itbe great Centre of union, '-'li 

» ' as well as the original Source of life and motion: . If 

iGFromwiiomthe Add by the constant exercise of mutual., 16 


pacted by that which wfiom^ a$ from the head, convey 
every joint'supplicth, ence and nourishment to every member, ih^ ' 


’i: 

■ii 

■H- 


accoriingtotheci&c. of Christians, beim harnumvmttf 

tual working in the . . , i ^ sJL ' • 

mea8urcofevcrypart;i;|f^*^«j Strongly Cemented together m tk^ 
maketh increase of ^fcksest union bv the supply of every johU thorough 

of commumcatlpi^ (as the 
lou! " ^ *** and arteries, the nerves and sinews, in the 

natural bodv,) ac^ip^ing to the energy which is 
proporiipnaite to tW nec^sity .of every pca'tf and 
propedy adapted to its respective place and func- 
tion, maArfi' ai» uniform and hippy increase qf the 
whole body^, by the regular growwi and nourisb- 
. ment of cacH^iember^ to the edifying of itself 
in, love : or, m plainer terms, the whole church, 
by the exercise.of f^ith in Christ, as its glorious 
llcad, is ediljed^and supported, and efich part 
of it grows in muj;gal |bvedn proportion to the 
degree;of ks rega^ : I < 

iv-V- IMKBOVBWElty;. ■ •' ■ ^'■'1 

• Jf Divine gracis h$VAta(%bt us* to know?t^-hb^;ofiohf calU vinU'.; 
inf,' it will surely add ’gr^^wdight tb there j^aj^e^fejthOTtatioui 1 . * 
of diis faittlfuj ^rvant''and.^prisoherMJesusJ?^:ist, tu walk Wor- ' 
thy of it f tu walk as it be^h^ the^Hto dc^hb have-^een & 


¥:■ 

sy: 


thfp' Suliilty in evert/ 1 
woVe ti’j^ttriy .-jr, 

rd, pi-upcrly. 
infamous 
ifiedici-. Smo'i 
tv TxretVtioyti^ 
by art/^dusii 
^melhod qjf mposihrei''iiii 
dering above U moire tlf 
part obliged la Mr. 



.'y 


. See ,hi6 




and j^ar^hraso li^e. 

Spared ClassiciH^'il^ol. f. p. 305^ 

J* AffXinicdnin^ il^e Iruih in /ou#.] It is 
Ao' h^hppdd that DO reader, ami espoci ally 
sacred .order/ wpl fail to ob- 
BerV4 Wm^:ft'a.'apos|Ue bare' so pUinlyas- 
a^ffs,,||j 9 P^^ tbat it.waa the design of 
^iiwjhry to l^servc peace and cAoriVy, 
8& wjil/as dHkodm^^ regularity^ and dtsci* 




I’ih for the in the' church.', 



, f ^4 Rcjecthm iM* < 





i^Us 

with a call fron^Cod, who have, received the bemour of 
to the blessing' hi$ gospel^, bp ibe privileges and hopes 
‘\)ii 'children. us thaf JhumiKty, meekness, and 

[lining, of our Divine &riour wais so* glorias ^ . 
"eSaliplii, which. >yi}riShgag^ us to the exercise of mutm for- ' 
bcarance, ajul so] wi^i suits those whom be bath brought' 

into so happy \ \ 

May wo ail exp^^^tally know the sweetness which attends 
a oonslaut cjire to the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
3 peace ; that we may labour earnestly to maintain it, and with the 
utenost diligence may guard against those ibhigs which might* 
us in any degree to violate it? 

^ which the apostle 

, sujg^^s^ bti familiar to our mind. Do we not all indeed belong 
to onS body, however called by different denominations? Have 
we not all, so far as we are truly Christians, received one Spirit.^ 
Is there not one hope of our common Ccilling,^ even that of dwcl- 
' ling together in one and the same blissful world, with God, and 
each otljier ? Haae we not one Lord, even Jesus Christ, to 
whotii we alt equally profe*is subjection ? who bath taught us one 
faith, who hath instituted One baptism, and who hatli introduced 
(innd consecrated us to otie God and Father of all ? And what are 
the considerations which should prevail so far as to divide us, 
when compared with such bonds of uniob as these ? 

Let us ail therefore, in the name of this God, who is overall, 
who o]iorates through all, and in qs all, in the name of this one 
Saviour, and one Spirit, (awfful ana ^mdearing names,, into which 
we were all, baptized,) charge it upon our own souls, that wc not 
only do nothing by a factious and uncharitable teinper to divide 
IG hi?i cburj&br.hut that atjidy what we can do to heal its breaches, 
and to promote, it^'gfowth mid, edifix^ And let us pray, that 

‘ Gpd wodl^ gurofe and siiccce^aur endeavours for that purpose, 
pxes^tve oqr hearts io^u(^:a sOTatiop^knid that we 

■^ay wiRing Id giVe up temporal interest 

Jfcat «ity xach a dcliguf yiMl, \and even to mi^e 

our oVi^n w^ the wiltpfGSd, thecemept of those 

,w:ponds,;ar whK^'#bod 5 ^ 90^^ has so 

^ joififfe bdi^.bleM^dg 

Werife' ^ acto^y to gire;'ijucli.a|iP0!dlM^^ regard to it, Ve 
could bdOery fiiSA^erfe^^ i^s^ loittwiSlrhaion and love" of 

9tthat SMppr, who for us regions of the 

earth ;; ** 4 t^dead; aiii then ^iumpb- 

:■ 8 aptly Vfeing and ascendf^ on bigH, fed enemies; that uad 
before held in jSi^^lvHy.tR#ms%^r 8S at bis chariot- 

> , whcel.H ;^and having received gifts fe’it t^r^^^ttered them down 
lOwith yucb royal piunificence, that f>e might fill all things, and fit 
t midi^tpra for the offices to which he had destined them. 

? , TJiiese nis ministers we are taught by this' passage to regard 



cts the special gift of his lore to the chorcb^ and as sacb let us 
adore him for them*, not miiy for apostles, prophets, and evatu 
geltsts, but abo for pastoir^ and teachers^ And let ns eayiestly 
pray, that through the continued iwfluences bf that Spirit nHbjic^ 

^ oe hath sent down fhm on high, holy men may m ^ J 

^ ceding age be so perfectly ana completely fitted for the 
of the miDistrj, that the body of Christ easy he edified , ttiat by ^ 
this means we may all come to that to tibat strength, to U 

that full matuiity, to v^bich by calling uf bito the fdlowsbip of 
the gospel he intended to raise us. , 

, In the mean time, while tre are advancing tovi|irds it, may ^ 
we rise above that childish weakness which would make us the 14 
sport of eteiy wind of doctruiOi and a prey to eveiy artifice of 
designing men I^et us e\er maintain a due rl^gard to tb$ jgifiit- 1^ ' 
cd interests of truth and lotc, that our union with Christ may ’I 
be secured, and our growth in him more bapprty and abundasit* 
ly advanced * !| 


SECT. VIIL 


rhe apostle uiges the converted Ephesians tp distinguish (hem- 
selvts fiom the Gentiles, by the holiness of their behaiwur, as 
they aeu so muck distinguished Jiofn ihm by knmhdae and 
giace, and particularly jyt uses upon them the duties of xaa- 
city, snuhness, and purity Lpb. IV. 17 — 30 . 


rpnF» IV 17 
J sa\ Uieie 
fori , and testify 
in tht I ord. that \e 
4ieiirefcith tiralk not 
4S othci (icntifcs 
walk, in the >aiuty 
•f then miud, 


13 H&vmrthe un* 
derstanding darken* 
fd, beiAg' alienated 
from theiife ol Ood, 


EPHEblANS IV 17 * 

tkerfferct for yowr farther iastruc- sect, 
f tion how to walk worthy of yoar railing, v«i,« 
' aitd most earnestly and affectionately te^ttfy it 
s yon in the name of fhe Lm'i, Aat now j e are so 
r happily brought into the Christian church, and *' 
m^pvtakers^suchprivdegesandadrant^es^ , 
ye nahnger udk, as alas, ye^ve so long done, 
and as ike test of the GetSliles wh^ remain uiw 
converted Mi|l contiptw to in.«n'ch a course 
as plainly snewstAifoawiVji o/thetrmindt Omased 
with the poor empty trifles of this world, and 
MAved to low and,ftiean pursuits, uueiiy un- 
* of their rational oaturi Hexing the i£ 

: undentandingdai key^ with lespect to spiritual 
' things, hjr the indumiK of the prince of dark- 
ness t^n them, and dtenaied in affection 
as In their pracuce/rew the life oj Cod*, 


» The life (if <sod J I apprehend this Csod to he peopla, is Mr Taocke under- 
does not merely s’gnrify u lifts j nutihed by atands it, but that it latimatea a bjtf Cdd' 




•K' 

'I?'"’ ' 

if’ 


ikcT. frbnii that noble princifile bjf true jreliglon igno*. 

is indeed the Divine life in the soul, fttwing it Uio WM- 

^ 'to the;service and Jmitation of him bjr whom it ness of their heart: 
&' implanted ; to w^ich they are wholly stran- " ^ 
gl^^and have iud^d an otter aversion to it, by ' 
rku^h o/theigjiorance of JtTMthzndgoodnbssthat ,, 
in them ; yea: bemusejof tie absolute blindness 
. and obstinacy ^ the evil passions 
of which turn it a kind of chaos, which 
will not admit the rays of Divine truth shining 
around they in the Works of creation and pro- ^ 

videiice, by the obsenation of which they 
would be formed to much bett|r notions, even 
ch.^tu^al principles^ if'they would but do jus- 
19 tiefe to themselves. But alas, what can bo 1 9 Who being past 
expected from 'wretches* who have debauched 

, r. . -11 /» n* themselves over unto 

theirconsciences with such a course ot profligate laficiviousncss, to 

immoralities, as to have lost all sense of sbanie work all uncicanness 
who being gron^n quite callous (as it were) and greediness 5 
insensible to all goodness, have abandoned them- 
selves to etery kind of enormity, and especially * 
to the grossest lewdstess^ so as to thm^k all unclean- 
vess ml h\\\%di\^\Ae greediness ; transgressingthe 
bounds, not only of virtue and d&ency, but 
even of natural appetite, and shamefully soli- 
citing tlieir own lusts, under a sad incapacity 06 
nobler and more rational enjoyments, 

€0 Into such profligate and brutal sensualities as 

these, the heathen world are sunk ; but ye have ’ 

^lotsa lec^pied phrisis^sks if bis religion were a 


listing tiialnglij^0as;^l4ho1y itrataihn of ijOtonly by difTerent writers, bul 

bifpertbQUob^anda^stantt&i;^^/;:^^ by the jsame lyritep in diHerent places : 
' . ^ setvic|]|> 'add .p^rha^ it mly kut op the seems most probable 

, |pti]Biatf originahy frim to me, that jiere signifies Me, miincl in 

, geiierftlf if^mprehendipy 

. ’ : Me tfieir AeMj Tfciuat/acitUlefty gud;* the 

-/ TTua is exp)aut^>y^^iMyso*8tot)|A^^^^ sf^dpafiM; by the'iVr4^^ 

• ^ 'V^tby, ^ ]^kicb.M 4 is often 

end afrpkr^'i to ^ 1 b}mn{m, ..Kd- ' falsest and 

. thc}Vj,Oeattie iixtau^ ffliinS though t^^ Wo8|tf^jlf40na^^ See below, 

no doubt ref^, td-.ibat, yet I'See ^ 

no rcaso|y||fimit stieh'&deseript^noii!^ Ibi^ 

to the dm end ignorant heatk^bs :Jt Js, that there wa;( 3 

, S?^***' observes, too' just a tXJ- ntflHner of might 

' present|tion of tiie Ttaiural seem consistept 'with sdj^ irrcgi;- 

" men in llielr uWgenerate/^fm.'^Hbw gln^ace on 

]^c words atid ?fluch who e 4 n^.tbe'd)selves Christians, find 

^ aji come into this descr^tion; sire to bd yei ,;toolk W^i'y l^tle care to inculcate 
d'tstjnguislied^ 1$ matter of much debate, ^rabticar Many passages in 

Y it is certain they are used jn djdorent the apdstlc's wiitihgs* shew this to have 



21 If so betbai^ye 
have heard him, am 
h%ve beeo taught*b' 

' afr the trwtH 
,4n Jesus t 


32 That .ye put off, 
concerning the for<« 
iner conversation! 
the old man, which is 
corrupt accerding to 
the deceitful lusts; 


mcce sjst 9 ^ of !&pecutati% ttot might lea^%ou 
to s®h iaboiniijftble^v'rc^s^; 
its preqieptil^inculcate, upon you lessons 
strictest puliVy> and I am pe^uaded tbatj^j^ 
je genuine tecji^ency andj^-^^ign of. it 
hearts, powerfully u^^lintn^.. y 6u Jp'.act \ ^ 
them setirig ye havei^M^^the^t^Myj}^^ 
the Lord Jesus Cbrist^^i^gif, speal^ng to.ybu 
ill Ids word by us his aUilh^ised ambassadors, 
and have been inst rutted hjfl religion 

as the uncorrupted truth is in Jesus, and not in 
that imperfect and adulterated form in vrbich 
some presume to deliver what they call his 

P*^- ■*' ■' , 'vV.V^-- , 

Give me leave therefore to urge and eiitlrdat^ 
you, according to the many good instructions 
you have already received, to pi// and en-. 
tirely to lay aside, r^iih respect to the former con^ 
versation^ or to those sinful habits and practices 
whiclr were the scandal and disbonpur oj^our 
Geptiie days, the old manf which depraved * 
and cun up/. in every part of it, and whose ac- 
tipns' are directed, notby the rules of reason, 
and a .rega%{y|^.|o the will of God, but according 
to deceitful lusts t which geii^aliy prevail ^ 
in;thO world, and once prevailed in you likewise, 


been actually the case, though it .seoniB l^v« here, gs in many Oilier places, brok« ' 
these teachers ’bad' not much footing ^ one sCnteilOiS ,ititO,s>everal. 
at Kphesus. Compare 2 I'lni.' i.v. 3.’ ‘ S As dispositions 

** Nctfi/ig jye AtfW Wrf Ail®, J' .That the (|£ 9 ^»m^jsomytup!^expre»^ . 

partible «y* may be thus rendei;ed, baa ffheb a Bdah appears in . 

been observed before ia uot»j on ap|i: thf^jlo tliO w,^fe bad ■ 

hi. 2 p. J2.1. Sothatnocont:tugiOtt,cdir. raciir na^y 'bemi^nwl^ d . 

be drawn from hence that epistle ww /ifress, ^ y;ca, by be 

not written to the £phesiah$/vjsitb wboni ' 
be had. long bf,rn con«6rtab^, btii to^ine kijA ^Utng 

odHir bbtireli that be had nev'^ji seen, afid g^/n^s,. if it Ja \ ' 

with wh>9se c]lrcu'm^ah<ies not sb vep^iiious,' 

well acquaiowd and'q»Tawfe;A^^ 

• 7 b put qfi -gtiii} the ver 4 l''i’Sf 1 %. 

Pui, aimvtueriat ' alt i)^ dxplaiQcndfalanf 

t}ifi^ifin7the i^oodt ajfn werefTed tlie'arbiflKiWnf heathen 

connected with the nxe£pdS\ildwix^»0kA who as ,U(»t disr 

that the sense qf ajg^i^ejiWe..t(> tbeiT'^e^tablislibi^ deities ; or 

instructed-^ put %;tbe jmjibistry of 'their^pbilosopliers, 

•< be rtn^d ik the Airrt md. -.wb’afonpd'put io many failaci)^ excuses 

“ to put ^m4he nsfo^n view. thcaense gir- 

bat^preierve4this ebnneci|Qn,tn^ eQ ln. S^pUbphrasc seems most certain* ' 
.sion, but, a void;'^&;l^' dqd;d(;^iboat general: importance; cojtw 

length in the paraphri^n ai^ ‘^ntg ^ whi^.1^' have always endca< 

inade it both dlsagreeapl^lm^ vbared to Wp ibmew in the whole pf . 'y 

this work. 

. 4 - 





Aud b€ rene«t« 
in ihf* i»piiit of jouj: 
mind , 


148 T6 put of&g oid md m the itai. " 

^CT and svnk \ou into so deg;enerat(. a state, lusts, 
vtinch (oiild lead you to no rational and solid 
b ipjnncss, but deluded } ou hy \ain appearances 
and fallacious hopes, which always ended in 
^^yjpur disippointmeftt and shai](je j/nd laboiii 
more and moie, b> culti\atin^ ciery motion of 
the gootl Spirit Ood upon >our hearts, to be 
ientb,td in ihr Spirit of youi mind^ thst >our 
rational powii , being dul} diiectcd b} his il 
luminaitoii, mi}' maintain a pio^x^r command 
o\er all the inftiior faculties of sour nature, and 
unite them in the prosecution of that great end 
which you ou^ht continuilh to be pioposingto 
2 j.}oui selves ^///eZ thus, Ktit be yoiu caic/(7 
put on the wan, toelotbe yoursehes with 
e\ciy habit of vutue and goodness, witli every 
pious principle and disposition, belonging to the 
chaucter of such as are renevicd , even that new 
iiiwi), uhiih IS iieaied hy Divine ® nice, acand-^ 
in^ to [the ima^e />/ ] God, the great Standard of 
perfection, and is so foinied as to resemble him 
/nunittrsal 'iis‘htemhnes$ and true tvangehcal 
holiness, \\ \ ich, so far as it prevails in the hu- 
man soul, H indeed the like in ss of ^od, drawn 
upon It in the most amiable itiieamenis. (Qom* 

• part Col ni, 10 ) 

25 /f hei Joft, on these gi at piinciples, bevsare 
of < \ tr\ \ ice to winch tou have heen formeily 
add telco , ano m particular, puttm^ a'‘iay^enj 
\>baiev(r any ot the lu»athons may have 
taught or practised, iffak fvery me of you with 
the grcale$t aimphcity and sfnctrtess, tbt exact 
tiiiih It/ mighbou) , ue alt all (as I ob* 


4 And tl dt yc |)i t 
tn the iitw man, 
Hhi h after ( d is 
treated in i ghttriis 
nLs »'3 an 1 ttuQ bull 
nekS 


2 •Whci f I 1 it- 
ting a^a> l>i g 
sjnak e^cry maa 
truth nth hib uuif^h 
bour, I I u 11 
intinl I'lOiiPol aim: 
thti 


** fn tie tprnfqf jwwr f I 1 word dert0g, by trutti vndieTStinding th« iSos 
i scents hercrtobisrp^tAf /Ae fitrk I p<H ind so exphnnrogf it of evangelical 
irid x-T, * e / holmes inoppotWfottUi&uebmw moral 

and leading t*ie viiriu«i.is ini»?ht be fbund inm heathen 

Oodf migrhtcbtell) ^erat% vhCnot extltib Ownioti tl4el»pint p 

kiv# bf ^omc miluends ootm powr t Ar/|r to* 1 This 4 sectiw to 
on Sfc I Ihess v ^9, an! lompaTC express, and i*i eo oppo&itc tu that 
noti * abov« on ver 16 Onevnt^ w^teb bawmes a ehiwtnii that 

^intekhntt } A\» itf '•if n what is ttfid il unft) be btst taken 

atand<> in i btantiful rpfw Litton t} lutbcmotftcktttdwta '»enso.'— Or V\ biiby 
%fji ai T I** tUoutfvl I t’f'ivc his a ell bhewn, in bis n itp on this ptfN 

< Hos* n therefore wiflt oor to that sev era! of the best of the I ca- 

reuiWit tn 'laimiHi ^ut Arcli- tiwn morahsts thought //?»♦ mis^ht m 

bishop Tiltotton tcoofd hafiaUte this c^iisthet instyied t and [ ^wh that 

riaase, tkf hoit/tf^s truths (\of If p BOrtb but had evtr Uugbtoi 

,) and Or 0\ enalfto pi tfrrs this rcu ioose and dobgihroits a dottrint 





r • 


’0 JRe ^^ ani,iy, 
Ji (1 vm not let not 
4AI1C i»un down up- 
•fi yoiu viath 


*^7 \titbcr gne 
I la < to tilt de il. 


CB ift h>m th-it 
oh , •lUul no more 


Starved above,) by virtue of oor onion to Christ <iutv 
oar conomon Head, members one of oM/her^ and vu?.,: 
theiefofc it would be very indecent and inipro- 
per, for tlie sake of any little sejjaiate ^ivan* 
tage ot otif own, to injure or deceive a 
member, which indeed the common bondl df 
humanity might lead Uh to detest, tf the pecu* 
liai engagements of oar holy piotesaion uere 
not consideied. 

If ail) rccasion ansev which obliges 3 ’ou to Se 2t> 
angry ^ which indeed mav, and otten will be 
the cKU', let not jour angci discompose jour 
spiiitb, and sin not in the excessive indulgence 
ol that turbulent and dangerous passion,’ but 
see that there be justitiable cause toi the resent- 
ment you express, and tl) 4 t your anger do not 
then use beyond its proper degree, no err in 
Its continuance • and lu this view, not the 
stilly however, donn upon Mour urathf^ lest 
It glow into inveterate malice and habitual 
spleen : Aeii/ier in this res|) 6 Ct give place U 
the deoil^ who labours as much as possible to 
{possess and enflame the spirits of men with mu- 
tual enmity^ and to induce them to give ear to 
slanderous reports and accu^atipns, that he may 
make their chaiacters deformed, and their state • 
miserable like his own. 

•Let him that, .while he was ^n hrs heathen i?1 
condif ton ot ignorance and vice, stole Iroin otheis 
what was their just property , or m any othci 
method defrauded fans neiglibror, steal and de- 
Iraud no were,” knowing that God is the avenger 


^ Pt te unftX^i not ] !t n eviddH (See Dr* Scotty ChosUanLifeiVel 1 

tl!iat this i« not a ownmmi to bo oT^rry, SS6 , end Ilfi Wtu|lr^ Dote od Hik 
but a cona ^i»n oqi v, witbaVvn^fc^D to be* place ) Weie fooi^y prayer ain aj s prai^* 
were ot \imtng m n (Coaipare Isa. t^ed in the eyeamg, it have an 

Mil Q, lOjandNDh 111 14 , happy Wndeiwii to piomote the ohsm 
however imply Urn tbioir to bo pcMtible , tion of emilaut precept, mteoded 
lor tq rfliAf ttw, a» a celebrated divine (no doubt} la prereat peraonv going 
doe», tiut it fc as if tt were ^atd, D9 ^ sleep id anger, or beiij^g waktfnl by 
ff^otnbe an^rv aiihout ifft, Beoms be- such thoughts as continued (iiidrrelb **• 
dfisth the digiibty brbich tlye apobde al> prcially between near lebtions and 
wars |>resetves- in hitf frirndh, will be to octasron <ilooinv 

w £di WHjrotifvin upvn your meditatiopa in the sikocc of the night 

^irttfh] Many have Tbsened itiat this inllaiHiii^aeDveol the suppoN^dmjurv. 
W15 asrrecablc to tho Pvthagi ream i>rac* and lioKcr resentments tiU|vi 

n e, who usedalaa^ s, if thn l»e.nbnrj<jf haps at lengih purposn^nd touij*elH ©i 
tnair paiticular sot lety had any diJf*.*- tevenge suc< etd SieMbbojieii Ihtobc 
me with etch othei, to giie of lib V cap i >, ‘fcct \i 

befnt t e nn- zep>(i HoAn “ lot hm ttint st U, stegd nomort J 



butratber let him la- 
bour, working with 
hs hands the thing 
which IS goodi that 
he may ha\e togne 
to cum that necdo^tlt 


150 7%ej/ should odl>$tdn from all corrupt discours^e^ 

SECT, of all such injuries, (compare 1 Thes iv. 6 ) 

\Hi. Bu/ rathe? kt him laboiiri\\\\%LVii\y y wo? king 
[A/s] hands in some honest employment 
ivhuh is ^ood, and creditable, that he may 
^not onl\ support himself, without trespassing 
upon society, or being in any respect a burden 
to It, but ihai he maj/ have [something] to tvi 
parttothe 7iecessitou$feLT\d ina) be capable of 
spaiing boniewhdt Qut of wbat he gains by in- 
dustry in his calling, for the relief ot such as 
stand in n^ed of it. 

29 Lit me exhort yoif also to take heed that 
no LOU apt disioursti no putnd, filthy, and of- 
fensite speech, pioieed out of you? ??i mifi^ to 
debauch the minds of those that aie about you, 
and to irritate those jugular dispositions or the 
heai t, w Inch It may in many instances, c\tn 
without such incentives, be so difficult to re- 
btiain but embrace « veiy opportunity that mi\ 
conveniently be taken ot introducing any thing 
that IS goody'^ and which may tend to useful 
edificatto?ij that you may thus by yourdis- 
coiiise piomote the spiritual benefit of those 
that y ou conveise with, and ?t ww^^tather serve 
to mintstt? giacp to the hea?er^y than to check 
, any good, or encourage any tvd and irregular 
thoughts 

oO Jnd on the'whole, be vecy careful that you 
do noty by any such immoralities as I have cau- 


29 let no corrupt 
communication pio* 
c cd out cl your 
m uth blit that 
wbi h IS g cd to the 
1 (9^ of edii^in,^ that 
It nnv mini<>trr 
giace unto ih be it 
trs 


.>0 And gri«\e not 




Si ahtig (as l>r» Whitby baii well fibewn 
here) J^d a \eiy common \i e anong 
the hcath^iik but how jnstifiabU <• \ef 
the ( ave,.a^«ionian relatiilg t it 
might bo jii # political (of wl th 
sec RolUn Man da V a 11! p 

4ji, A seq 1 1 fbar if t^ded to abate the 
boiror piisons if 

in any rtbpoct tl e ppopartliof « i( b otht r, 
•md tocorropt ibt minds of young p > 
pie, by foimmg tbotn to a subtle anl 
knavssh turn, wbicb, however It might 
1 1 them for j^lun lenng their enemies in 
war, (to the genius of that tom- 
monwcilthTfSe too muif I directed,} wuiiki 
certainly fend to m<ik^ them b^d vtiil- 
dien, «rriaut9, and citizens k 
« I ft to onupl liiuourff, ik^} This 
undjiibtedlv rrfen» to ohiCeHe ittiltf wbicti 
r wiiig <allpd c rrupt or 

putt 4 as the w rd signif es, in 

dirt Lt Oftj^siti 'in to tot which ih tea 
owtfd and % recon mended. 


I IV 6 ) as Ur ding to prespr\c fr m 
sue I putrefaetKU ind lottcnne s it is 
strange that MU h indecencies at| an 1 ere 
cetis ired bonld ever prevail tnpe nIJy 
amjng pers ms whtbe rank in life re- 
quire^a poht ness ot bchivi \r which 
wbuld eD{,age th m to gu ird against this, 
much more than against any thing of 
fensiv^ m ttieir peiton or dress 
V ^flg? ikmif that i$ good J 7 his seems 
the prajpl^ Import of fi \ hich 

15 licdrarty, jfhvjtHbig he good, intimat- 
ing that if aii> u eful th ught an t or an 
occasion play he btl;^ takt n to graft lb 
edif) ing remdtknd any thing tint pas- 
ses m coiiverikition there should be a 
readiness (0 impro%e it, tbgt «6 eiery 
one may furntsh out hit quota, witho f 
unprohtalija and dis'igieeahle chasms cf 
silence or thp necessity of hav iig re- 
c orse to thing that i& ill o prev nt 
them, y hich, alis n too often the ca e 



B^^^ions on.'^a c0^p)ersat&» fukSed to new m&n 1 5 ( 

the Hol> Split oftionedvou against, giievi that Holy Spirit of step 
IcMed'^nto'the d” provoke him to withdraw bis gracious viiu 

ficdemptioD and coiniortabie influences from your minds, ^*'*''*^ 
, seeing it is this Spirit Ay whom ye are teaUd-mto 
the day of redetnptton’i His operations* am the , 
mark of God set upon you, by which you nn^ 
be known to be bis property , and may he assured 
that he will rcmimbcryoaas such, in that great 
day when he makes up bn jewels , even then 
when he completely redeems and delivers all Ins 
pcopit till which blessed time, you are preset v- 
* ed III your adherence to leligion by this Spirit, 

in the midst oi all the dangers and difliculties 
which sui round you , and consequently are oblig- 
ed always to conduct yourselves toward him 
with the greatest respect and veneiation 

IMPROVIMENT 

Tiur we are all natuially so much alienated from the life o/'i4, 18 
God, though the ignorance hat ts rn ter, that oui mindt ate na- 
tuully so dati, and our htaih so haid, is indeed matter of the 
justcst lameiitation But since wp have learned Christ, since 
the light ot his blessed gospel hath been imparted to us, and we 20 
aic no loiigei nunibetcd among the heathen nations, let us not 
abandon oursthes to those irregul irities of temper and life, for 

V bicli even the ir ignorance will not be a sufficient excuse, since « 
even nitni il li^bt might teach them to condemn and to abhor 
such coiiises 

1 here aic deceitful lusts, accoiding to which the old man is22 
coiiupt l(t us be alwavs on our guard against them, and labour 
atur su< h a renovation as becomes our prcdcssion , and, in order 
to Its b( ing ( flectual, let us bp earnestly solicitous to obtain it in 
the spiiit oi oui mind, that we may shew its influence upon us, 21 
not ini rely by ceasing to do evil, but by learning to the utmost 
ot our powti to do good. Thus let it be our edre to put on tiles'!) 
new man, to be partake rs of a new and holy i^ture, and to be 
brought to the whole ot that temper tn all its branches, by whten 

n Pp tihm He are seahd unto thdt day qf approach to nbat ought groasH 
rf* lemj t ] 1 his term jf healing seems to sive to him ^I'ke da^ redemption in this 
h( a in taphn from meri bants connection mubt si^dy (Ae ^mrretli n 

puttin^ iciiio fA/qr lOa h ufpm then com (compare Rom viii 21), which is beie 
inoditiev, by w! ich may be kao^n ineotioh^d with the grtate^i pn pritty as 
to be ihtits One of the one ntbsopie the time wbentbe>> wbpiOLonaequence 
when sa} s * Del *at% » sil ’’ ot 2 >hoii)d be final!) ntd 

// e to, if we may sq evpiw it a fir- the pr^pefiitf qf f^od, hhalt bt gathtrrd i lio 
t I dthc c tn the ^pmt whuh Aw / i’Skwr/'— '"oe/ ov "■t. ^ im 

bhouM engage th sc t^hofiesiire hm titSi • so empbatical^ihiat it U un 

V fSfholioitouHlyt tjiiard tgaiubtoiiry doi it that I * f( d 



SECT, we shall resemble the blesseil God, the bright Origlrfal of univer- 
sal righteousness atldboliiKSS, and the great ftlodel of perfection. 
Inconsequence of this, remembering our relation to each othcri 
ml speak the trtith from our hearts ; and upon ail occasions 
Jet Ms treat others with the same candour and integrity with 
we would ourselves .desire to be treated. — If anger rise, la^. 

2Git be on fQ^ occasions, and in due proportion and let ,us take 
care that it rest not in onr bosoms, lest by indulging it we give 

!27 place to the devil, and become like that malignant spirit. — Let 
os be upright in our dealings, and, conscientiously avoiding thc- 
iniquituus practice of defrauding others, let generous and chari- 

2S tnblc sentiments tdways possess us; nor let those whose circum- 
stances in life may constrain thoin to maintain themselves by 
their own labour, think they may violate the strictest rules of ho- 
nesty, or are dispensed with from all obligations to relieve others, 
more necessitous thau themselves. — In short, whenever we en- 

29 gage in conversation, let us avoid every thing that may have the 
remotest tendency to corrupt disc.uurse ; and let us study what 
may improve and edify tho 'minds of our hearers ; embracing 
every op^tantty of suggesting any thing titat is good, and that 
may tend to minister gr^e, or to promote the more abundant 
exercise of it in tbe minds of those in whom it is already im- 
planted. 

Thus will the Spirit of God, tl]^ sacred Agent by whom we 

30 arc seated to the day of redemption, be delighted, instead ofbe- 
• ing grieved, as he so freqoently is by the vain and foolish dis- 
' courses of those who would be thought bis temples, of those who 
indeed are so. For Ins influences let us look, to dispose us to 
every gooti word'nnd work, and seasonably to remind us of these 

. plain, but weighty atfinooitiQns, which, alas, are so little remem- 
bered by the generality of ChrisUans, that one would imagine 
they had'senree ever re^ them. ' 

t 'sect. IX. 

J'Ae ap6stJt! pftijrs^ies exhortations given in the two 

former eswcialfy insists on those to mutual love, 

'fehich he enfqfce^ by the consider^^ of the Divine cotnpas- 
‘ sioHsas dismayed in the gospel^ an^strwglycatttians than 
.^tigaimilu grass mpurities'of the lussl^ns. ^h. IV. 3l, to 
' iheM.^ V. 1—14, ‘ ' •. 

. ' . EtotA^ iV. 81, ■. ^ ' »he«. W. 31 . 

■ ^ eKlitoriing you to tak^^lM^d T aH bHtwnees. 

,• ■ j^t. you do hot -grieve ine Holy S^t of 
C^, I cannot hut particularly cautioa you 



15.1 


JJe exTif>rU thm {ove attdprgivcnest ; 

and wrath aridin?er> against ihobC IIMhfiCO^nt panAlOflf^ iVblch clo most S^CTt 
^"ii oppobc his biniRn mfluence-j And 

TJax Lin \L, with therefore biUtmtts^ and 

^jjtfifciice • and watAj and clamour^ and evil 

and all contentions and ungovernable pa$sidhi?, 
he put auay frmn you^ and i«mo\ed to tto 
* greatest distance, together uiik all malice^ 
do not pahsionatel} re&ent etpr\ tnfte, ntn 
bitterij imeigli viith all the licetmouanchs and 
ketnness of satire against those who have gnat- 
\y iiijurtd ^-ou , nor let jour anger be mnsj in 
Its laiutu6:e) venting itself in clamorous ro- 
[ifoatljcs and abusive railings, or be deeply 
trtasnrid up in the mand to wait foi opporttN 
mties ot revenge; for all these things are most 
contrary to tlie nature of God, the gemus of 
Chttsllanlt^ , and the iharactei of its great 
Atid b(* kind founder. Bit, on thctomraiy, In courttoiissj 
one to a^notheii ten obh^iti^ to eatk atfuT m jouf daily drpoit- 

In*^ Tk \iiothoi, liient, and ttyid^tly tompajt^iomUe toivards those 
even i jd f i that an& in auj affliction and distress , y>rr/y 
chnts aikt fo7ifmng tm^ another ^hate^ei mia^jrmtd or 
orgix n >011 injurj maj be in question, even os God n 

ChiiG his sake, hai/i /leelt/ fois^in 

you^ such inexcmable and heinous injuries and 
affronts, as areinhnn|]j gteater tlnn anj which 
it Is possible for joiiWTOcciic fiomjoui (cllow- 
cne uure!» 

irtA \ 1 Be Be ye (hfrefare^ in the exercise of kindness cinp 
^tV i*\s deai'^chiU towanis onc another, imitatois v i 

ditij uj that Ged^ to whom je are undei such un- 

® ! tt afl f lit rne 9 and It^nn n nl the i^rent doctnn oft! atonement ov 
a 2 U 1 S... J If p i h dith n ut wo d tli it is it faction, of our hiess. d Cideeuici af- 
heiemidt u eof is t >1 Ave 1 liBtrcntidea wa>^ to be explaiapVinr uiiA ana neris 
4111 CKed to It, 1 s ] p :>r tht. explKation inaj teax^yrex m f^r Ue hou. ir ct CiofC* 

^nea in the paiiphi 1 e nuy ittusiraie ft t ^tocemd net in p<trdo)n of our 
itsiiUi ^t]30 Uu peril ips ^tter ill, oSenO^s oopaei^ueal, HpxMa it 
It niifirijt nly bt the ipostii s dl^i^n, m ^hetfeOierrfo e Onttaiori qf Cod ] 
im u<yns: s > rnali> al nu»t sy khi^ mous as it i> an inlcrencc fiom the li»t lOrse 
explosions toiether tu «hew that he of c pjrctcdinA elkapleVn •xMifht by no 
woi <d have tfaewn he ip n lillhir i^uard ratima to h ve te^rauid from il , 
a^aiu t dt kcmelewoutfiztijtom indtliobo «aiit, as the ap '>Ue is ptu'stiinii here the 
o it 11 , es of spfNPth and e^pre^oh whuh exch^tati in which he tliejx. bcaan to Me 
Uip> ffnd j pjnd iPe— I lie Ilk* lewiArk ia^t It, and H iiwl doew not 

may be ipfilietl to maojv ahei pt aiigt^s hnish K ^he end of hext^ierse, it 
of s tiptuie, aod paiticq Ur V t tbpwe had beepi hmehn^trihpmjii^thst thetuo 
where all kind (tiew i riii^Uu Bist \ers 0 s rf thiw dbwptsi shotthl have 

in such a I niet\ ot i hi is^wttdlan^ui^e been <onmft(d wi k what goes bctorc, 

^ ho n Vi < d i i talk /tu(y Jor^ an i that tl is ch^pter^iould base be* n 
^ ia V I ] Ibis pUi t«4 bes uii thit vfth xei 1 oi tija toi xftr ^ 



154 la. tonndeftAhn of the' tove of GSS. and of CRrist. 

SECT spcakabie obiigaiCionE, at his beloved children, 
whom he bilth not bnly forgiven after so many 
anJ great offences, but adopted into his family, 
and mibcd to such glorious privileges* jind, ttndwslkml<\je, 
as a demonstration of v our readiness to please f’.f'i’”** ***j ll*Iu 
and honour so gracious a Father, see that ye gu en himself for us 
walk tn lovCf and steadily purbue the paths of un oiShring and a 
benevolence and goodness ; which ye are under to God for 

additional engagements to do, as Chtt^t also mg ba* 

hath loved us in so wondeirful a degree, attd 
bath manifested bis love to us at so expensive 
a late, that he hath even given himself up Jor 
t/s, voluntarily surrendering himscU up to those 
cruel enemieb whom he could with infinite 
ea^e have destroyed, (compare John x\in. 6 J 
and, baling submitted to become tbenr captive, 
he j^ielded up his life upon the cross, and was 
there made an offering and saci fjiie to Ood^ ; 
lor It IS evident, that in this view Ins death was 
intended by himself, and was r^arded also by 
thv Father, yvho was well pleased, not only 
with the vaiiety of victues and graces which 
he exercised in it, but with the atonement that 
watf made by it, and gratefully accepted it for 
a sweet smelling savoWy or as a fragtant odour 
that was far more delight^! than any of the 
\ictiins, oi any of the ^rfumes, which had 
been oflered of old, whether on the brazen or 
the golden altar: and through bun also will 
yuur acts of liberality, beneficence, and good* 
ne«is, rome up before God as a grateful memo* 
nal, and drlw down upon you the most valua- 
l^le blessings ' 

3 But, ns yoiJf cxpeci^ this, you must make it 3 But fonucauon, 
your care to niaintaui ^due consistency of rha 
lacter, avoiding not only all malignant passions, 
but every kind and 3egre^ of impurity and Ji- 
• * 

A I cfft^iingand stfcrtfies ioUad"] Dr New Ti?»Uin**Dt (Mat. 23, 24,) for 
Bates On tiih Harmony of the Du me At- bringing e rod offering it on the altir, 

tribiircf/, ]p, 2H) tthnfcs, that the and n msiaogimbkd from 3’i/Tta (Psal 

word 'iffioe^o^st and art U'vPd m xl 6, Scj^tvag.) >t amvreis tann:o, the 
refciiiira to tin jiea^ oJSan/^ and tie mutciaf proi&ringorf /?»** finer, with a 
m~o;fengg, as the u Mh 18 in proper qnauti tv ofwa^e* o//, and franks 
U ^ iocrifit^e <f Chr^ty a ^]ch^ appeased tnci,nse, vitth which thesaQiiticcs ol am 
<vqa, and obtains t^e blcs^m^ con- were to bev attended, and thqs to be 
sequent upon his |&roor Bui I caimot presented os on otfumg mmi by Jim of a 
lay mach stress on this distinction, is twert lav nir Unlef the L/ird. (bee lev n I 
o<74..^ij,qstd in a qstiltitude of phcfS _9, and Numb xv S— 1 1 )— ltmi\ hero 
1 1 the s jffliagmt for))r 0 ^tntin/s tnj wc- \^q „^p ,1 ,n comum tion with the f>iin< i, 

opfu t G d, as It fs likevi e m tbO to signify the the saci (icc. 



All manner ofvnclemnesf must ii ^ided. ISO* 

and all uncleina«<., centiousness and thetefore let not fornication, sect. 

"u^belce ^.aJed ^ f uncl^imss,* or tmatiabU »x 

amongst you, as be- Sire of ^ensual gratificatiuns or of the means * 
cometh taints . of procuring^ them/ be $o much as nanicdj or ^ ^ 
heard of, among you; but abstain from these 
evils, and whatever might lead to them, as it be- 
cometh saint Sf who are conscious of the sanc- 
tity of their name and piofession, and dread the 
4 Neither Slthi- thoughts of debasing It And in this view leti 
ncss,nor4»oh8htaik there be filthiness^ or any shameful in - 

ing nor jesting, conversation, found among you, noi 

nieut but x^xh^iJ^^^tishnessof speech^ nor Vapse lewd turns ma 
fi\iu* of thanks ambiguities of expression/ uAic A though they 
are piactised by the heathens, and may not 
seem so evidently criminal, yet aie by no means 
convenunt for Christian converts but rathei 
abound in the language of thanks^mu^ and 
devotion, to whicii wc have so many obligations 
in evci> circumstance, and which would give a 
picasuie so much more subhmo yhan any atiimal 
indulgences and delights 

b icrtbisyeknoa, See then that you DO cautiously and resolute- £ 
iiutn) whortinont; |y youir guaid against all such enormities , 
fcon II r c<ieto weljjr/ioa., and have been taught this^ as 

Bimiviuis amiiola ye nave learned ChnSt, that no Jos nicatot ^ nor 
unclean person^ who habitually gives himself up 
to any kind of pollution, nor any coMous man, 
who IS greedy of those things wljich minister to 
his sensual appetite, and urho is t^refore an ido 
late) ^ ot the worst kind, deifying as it weic th< 


* \ r a ykinl f Hnf'lgan it # ] 1 his il 

hf} nd all cuulroveib\ the meaning of 
vj't cftKfiffet^ra a 1 hid 1 bet n mure 
litciutp and rend ltd it Itl notaUangf 
nmU I mnlw ed tl e se^se bud 
not bf^eri gi\cn so evictlx mdiieta ion 
mi^l t be taken for groundimi; an evasion 
OB 1 , tor vrbich the diftere&t gentps of the 
( icek Unhinge )ay^ no jusi foundation 
See the original of Acts \x 2o^ and note 
*o«iniat tett. Vol lit p 503 
f Oj m ahahle Bcr 'fhis is Cer- 

tamlv a \eiy litdlili reddling ff the 
Greek w nf vXtovifia Which plAn ly sig 
ftibefi the destre qf having morv of any thing 
ahat o(*\ei it be And as iheit was Qo- 
I hi mr indecent in tSe mention ol 
tmsness, iti the nsiiU M*ns4l9lf U, sW ex 
pressing a grtody d sire ef ttcl tA and 
fiiin man \ giod Comme^iUtoy$ suppose 


it refers to that mordin itedei»irc of unr z 
Htral lud for which ilie Gentiles were so 
infimuust and to which the Ephcaans 
were so much addicted, as betnc: m c m- 
sequence of then nbhes a serv lusurio is 
and deba ithed people Compare h^ek 
XM n, 20 

8 yor those Uitd turns ] Has seems 
the natural import of thcaoid tj1 
on which iiMny lUighi valt^e themselves 
as what tb( v apprehended e r'e/i ute ten 
^ivtn t s me ambiguous expicssim, 
and Vii^iiiilcin his rthi k«i, isiiotbi** 
very Wold recommends itaswbatrtn* 
dci cq^yetsati^^n agi eahle — Di 1 1 cas 
thinks h tnpluded wiotontiCbs, 'profane- 
ness and keen/iess of satire las in- 

qiiirv affc r T appitie a \cl III p «07 

k nor «r hus man tiho u a i d in cr \ 
th whatever sen 'flu i ^ >'> uw d t e® 



"iSfi Thty idre orici' c 




sfi'cT. vilest klois, huh or cm iiftve an^ mherUance in •*»» >»^*ny !«ii| 

^ZyyT ^fXi- , «o tfwn, HI this respect, aniuse tjod. 

deceive mu, vitH^vain ’words ayd sopfaikical 6 na mn ^ 

. ■ " drgii.j.ents,by wfcich it is welllcnovvii that tna- 3* 

• ny^ and especially some that callliieinseives phi* these things com«th 
losophcrt, attempt to vindicate sonic of tiiese the wrath of f iod up. 
tiling, or at least to extenuate the evil of them; Suotedicncc*^^*” 
for 1 am divinely coOiiiiissioned ti> assure you, 
that ifUMccowit of these things ^ and such ^ these, 
the wrelh of God comet h even on the Gentiles, , 

the children of dmUtdicnce and in6delity : now 
if iieathens arc punished for them, much less 
can we suppose that profaning Christians, who 
have so much greater advantages for purity and 
virtue in all ks branohes, aiici are under such, 
peculiar engagements to cultivate it, shall es- 
cape with impunity in these shameful practices. 

^7 Be yt wt ihtrefort parUikers uith them in tliese Be ye not tiinr. 
aboniiiaattons now, if ye wcniid not liually par- 
take dreadful ci^idemnatioo and misery 

which they ar^ brih^n^iOn tlicmsetvetf by. them. 

^ ’ Fort/e wen once indeed in a siateof grpss and s Fory^? weresome- 
heathenish darkness^ in which it is ho wofi^Jer times 4ijurkucss, but 
von were abamloned to sncli prectices, an you ”^7 ® 

'had no just (itsceniflaei|t ot the sinfuitiefl* children uf light, 
danger of them ; but how [y« arc] Ughi in the 
r,drd, and are^roi^bt into a dear evatigelicd 
day, ^ beii^ jaisn^ted by, the word of God, 
atid savingly niauntnM'ed by his 8pif ^ : see there- 
'^fore diat yon tcalkxa such atnanner as becomes ; 
those whti iire chihtren^fghf, aod desire todd ' 
hbhii^;to.^t |]g{^ <» Whiclrtbcy are^orn, 

' otid.tothat ce|^tttl i^ily to iraich tbe^'now 
■■ y l>elon8:. /TbV WijBWthot 'pretedtr 'to''he , igoo- « (For tii<> fnik of 
mnt of .the dmies beco& s^b » 
rei^op^ '9S ^ the Holy .VjwriV • 

WM^ 'you ajre i^gifjrtmted, [fs] most evidently 
idaliifcstetj^-tl^ j^dce qf all goodne^^ and ' , " 

Mte Ki^y-be call«d fiaent t^st for 

mi-H is Wtting up fiunviltil^pids the ft nit oj 

uhttt it mMj' ; 6fc^<fgAA b«t ttJB 

tiiNiriy rei^jr batft «p^;' lianuscripte seemn 

as if/it to conliror that r«Mlii>g. 

cow b« to «sj, 88 pBictt of a Yet,! tiavs^jl^d -bom regard u> it tn th« 

; tfotnrea^ hi*jppi»eM. - . - ■: ’■ fetoiwe athtr instaoces <d 

» Th$ pu)t(f Ute J It may be «nf. a ^^*€ 



anA s/mia no fnore partake in the xmks of darkness. 137 


ousn€<»s and tiuth ,) 7 fg hteousne^Sy and it uth ; the operations of it on 5 Ect 
the fioul beitig^ attended uith such light and in- ik* 
fluence, as to teach men ot all ranks, orders, 
and conditions in lile, in\ariabij^ to observe the ^^f***^ 
• - strictest rules of benevolence in tbeir tempers, 

intcgnty in their dealings, and sincerity and vfe- 
lOProvin? vhat IS in their words Be careful therefore to 10 
acceptable unto tii^ cultivate these diKpositJons,/!? or thereby r^hat 
4 IS -CLdl-plcasin^ to ike Lordy and making tiiee\- 

* pcrjm< nt how happy they are who in all things 

gosern tbern&elves according to htsnijunctions 
V J* ^ Walk then, db I have said, in such a manner 11 

/nil’uitfu? as bt(omcs children of light, be not jonit 

thrknf N b t ritinr pm takfi \ With any about) on in the nnftutfjul 
rejn fthm 11 or k s oj dm kiiess works which, fartioni be- 


ing in an> respect profitable or advantageous, 
aic in then consequence's most pernicious, u nd- 
ing to in\()I\e the soul in the gloom of guilt, 
and to lead it down to everlasting darkness* and 
there foie how evrusable soever thc'^e things 
might be accounted in )ou» heathen state, they 
are apparent!) most uiibtcommg in the midst of 
( hristiaii know ledge and puvilejrcs, and, as you 
would not practise them ) ourselves, sec to it 
that you do not countenance oi cncoin age others 
in them, 01 h) anv means make yourselves ac- 
cessarv to the evil the) "occasion, but )nlho ?£'- 
pKie them with pMiniuss, though at^thc same 
lime with all meekness and hpinilit) , and nioie 
espt ciall) expi ess ) our detestation of them by 
j f iiti^ vour good coincisation in Chust Thcie 

♦ will ) lM^k(fthO-e jj 

\^li h lie done ^ . i \ ^ 

c f tiu 111 ni 'n.LTLt p» n\ e, and in some instances the reni oof is uet- 

ter given b) actions than b) wouU An it i 
nally a shame cun to particulaii) of t/u 

whnh me done by ikon in stinfy and 
sometimes m what the) call tin ir rtI«gioiis m)s. 
teiies too,’ many of them being of sucm a natuie. 


^ Ih • ^ tf Us (f darlress J if on thH <c\t concerning tW impiuo and 

I well kn stn, ihatttJWfTfOf iB(»rc'(k,aiid abominible niture oi some i Ijciousno* 
mfthiu faUiJ, {ir« «ometitOM used to tuiimt wF/4/<'«tA0f tlichcatsen Ihcquo- 
• \pi S'* lilt otil> itni>TnfiUibl^, but mis- tatfous thcrerbiouvht, witbmanv others 
chevLis thiW 4 *ii and this is midoubtediv vliMhiBight be atMtd to thun, planlv 
Uk tncaning o^tbe original word l>*ie pio^e, thktif (as the learntd'Mr Uir- 
Compure Koiftf 24 , and ci burton atipposCsO ^ be iowtr «nrt 1 1 

» tt^pial qf ihth9 things which rw* among them wert fust mtcidrd o\ ih* 

fludoncm MUtf | SceDi Whilb\*snot< nngisirates loinq ic'*s the m.mls of ibi? 

\OT V I 



t'JS The C entiles twere to eonie to Christ for light 

*^i.T tiiiit till \cry mention of them Ins a tendenev 
to taint the tiiiud, as viell as to shock all chaste 
‘^y^and modi St can 

l ehr's J J , But ^11 thing‘j 

-♦ ^ wU nesb ol those woiks ol darkm ss is abundantly inanifest** 7 y 

disco'ciod, as a/l thingii ii/iuh U}l sue h as ouglit n c luiu, for what- 
to ho 7 £/?/o n/, ha\o tliLii iniquity laid open, ^ <ioth mak* 
iiul atf madr maniji^t by thcluht ^ siihcmmjcu *^ *'^‘*^ 

the li^ht ot tlu qospel corn s, i von though they ♦ 

lie not pnticulailj mentioned and dc»ciibt(l, * 

ActtiiLj aie exposed and condtmned, and the 
soul which receives it i^ inspne 1 with an abhoi- 
i( nee tor w hat might an^ way It ad to them 
fv LKhutsonri doth make objects mantt(st in 
rlKirpiopti loims and coiouis, ?s li^ht ^ and 
ihcK'foie the gospel well desti\os that name, as 
I Mcliing those who aie instiiictid in it to judgi 
iiglith ( oncoming tin nioi il n itiiu ot actions, 
and inculcating such geiieial piiiuipKs as will 
be ol use to them in evciy paiticnlai ease that 
II can possibly arise IVlittefote w lien God is ii. Uhmfor tt 
spi aking in the prophec les oi tin Old Tc stament J 
ot the caliing ot the (/entiles, and ot the light lioiirth dJui 
wdiich they should hate liy Christ, be saj/s in md ( imst sinii 
t fto t to those who lUe yi t in darkness, though 
not t \actly in these woids, l\akt^ thou that 
ind ai j ^e fi om fht dtiidj and ChtiU ^hall 
t/itc l/i^bt and this pirticuluiy is the 
most nati!ftdi import ot those well known wc ids 
111 Isaiah, (chap 1 \. 1 ) Ansi, shine, foi thy 
** light IS como, and iho glory^ of tlu I oid i% 

pcopi* ith th< bi 1 cl and suisc ( ( propcilv o, tlnu 's m 1 1 -) > '' r I bii 
rc I ir Uani pi uishmfnn and th f»lir tw J^/ayt^wlo bf in iin md Sit li 
»rt of th«»in to instruct pprsons « t lu le S^rnmn , \ol \ HI p 
t ilciti HI md pcoctr^tii thin tlu if >11111 1 ude,Ooutl t | Some 

t * t> ti,ltd^e ti{ the true Oid, ai ^ the think this pds agi is tikcnfum in apo 
ft) r gre It piinctplf s of 7 ^ur /I ttt / , cnpl illm k isnibcdto leiniiiah wliiii, 
I tv ^erc 1 Up before' the ipostU s time tiajRtlif learned an I tluiiucnl M< 11 Siu- 
creitb t rni]>ted and dc^radtd to the nn in hi ic*illy contain s^int propheciis 
most dett btablc pin puse» co that boiii di lot r d b\ hiai> and bo bv ihi be 
pM-^DS 11) public eliaiai ters by no means qu ted by M »tt!H w, fehap wmi ^ ' who 
1C n irkalle for the puriU of ihiir own might know tiatibe prophecy recorded 
III rd t])ou|K]llt It abbnluUly mecssary, by /echan ih, {chap xi. l^) was 1 ii^iii 
u Older (Id 'firevent the must «>( iikIiIoiis all\ bpuktn orwnttenby the eldet pro 
and I It Aigate dtbordm, to py»hibit the phet Saiinh, Seim \nl X p ‘’St Hut 
<<Iebiiti D of th'‘m — Mom sAurin has the sense of thi pabsage bcfoie us is so 
< hstrvcd 1 borcasin in this cUns< eldom fml> deduoible fi in the words ot I iia 1 
t endf 1 1 (, as if it were inMnuaUdI cn , quoted in the paiaplira e, that I do n ♦ 
Ihfj lie called^ offffa Ihin^t nyitoOe see any ncces'iilj olfaMi^i ^uiv t 
fii* y trii€, S 3 } b the ajM btli , they me this suppoaitioD 


J. 

!«> 
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‘‘ risen upon thee , ’ that is to say, The Messiah, stc i. 
represented the gloi^ of the Lord, shines in i'? 
his (huich, shines upon the souls of puti^ular^*''"v^ 
^ • peisons, and then they ause asfioin the dead, 

and shakt oil then deep sleep, the} n]oiteia 
the hj^ht, t\\ty walk in it, and reflect it all aiound 
tliLin, so that manj others aiu aw ikcncd and 
tiansioimed h^ it 

• 

IMPROX f All M 

, I 111 obligations which as Cfiiistiins ue he undti to cuitnate 
o(nt\oicnc( and piiiit^ <iu common to all countries and to all 
i^cs I a us the I clou ticijiuntl^y read o\cr these plain ( \hoita- 
lions, ind soli mnlj^ chugc oui souls with their Di\inc autliuiity 
and iinpoituKi 

1 ( t It not he enoiioli to us that we caieliill\ a\oid aU bitU\* 
m a }(i \ ) l! imun andi-^il piakin^, l)ui let us clu iisli all 
the kind ill ctions ol mat ud lo t and ttndunts^^ and practise 
i ven the most difticult duties of charity ^ lietl} those 

Unt ha\t injinui us, as sc nsibU how much ^reatti oflenccs Go I cUi> 

/a t tn us alwa\s renumbtiing whose childien we arc, ' ^ 
ind wliat ( n > igi mtnts wc aie undci to iirtitate our hcavenl) ta 
t ici, ind ilw i\s setting betote our e>ts loi.e of ( n) ist, who 
h }N (1/ / t usy art 1 thereby offend a m > / pldswt* aauifit. to 2 
(> i I lirongh liim shall our suiihcis piocceding bom the 
s nn |)!iiun k he icceptablc also to linn, evm tlit sacriti es ot 
dins, oi |>i 1) ( r, iiid ot pi i sc 

I ^ O'! not o lU ibst nil Ik in the giosstst sensual iruiulgeiKCs, j ^ 
bill tioni c\( i\ tliiuir inch cent iii om w )ids and actions and 
ti It uc nuiy do so. Id us make a cotenant, pot only with om 
< s (JobwM 1), lint with our lie lies , rt membeiintj, lint it 
is#j lolitn in the snxht ol O id to s< t oui hi aits upon the »^ioss 
di lights ot animal natiiic, to the neglect md tois^thih cs ol his 
i)kss d Mijisty , renu mbcrmg also, that the kingdom ol ( bust 
ind ot (»ol Is inunckd onlj foi those whohv piiiitj i i liia L 
an qiiiliiitd to sec and en|oy him 

Mui\ tilse and sophistic li reasons men hi\e indented to pa! 
hate and (\cusc then \iccs, but it the wiath of CiOd kill upon 
ilu h \th n toi these things, let ns not mngine that we caiipiac- 
is( tin m with inipunit}' , an I upon no account I t us picsumc lo 
he part il CIS with them m then sms, tint so uc ma)- not shaic 
wuli them in iheir piinishn\tnt 

Wc au called tioni daikncss into h^ht, fiom the daiknessol^ 
sin into tiu light ot gi u c , It t us leim mber then the Inpjiv state 
nil > which wc lu hi ought, and ivalk as children ot light, havm^^ 
om oonvcisaiion such as may be suit ibic lo the clnun ur wc 



iCO Ihey s/iould circum<fpect and redeem the time. 

ypri boai, j! d to the obligitions \\c arc under by the advantages we 
IV f n|o\ and sea) clung diligentlv what is acceptable to the Lord, 
11;. (lisiovci and make known to all, that we appiove Jt upon 
^^liial/bv our (onfoninng to it, and bringing iorth tlip fruits of 
goodiush, iightcoubncss, and truth, under the light and influence 
of the Iloi^ '^pnit, as those who ha\e been sa\ingl} enlightened 
h) him 

11 I pt us a^ Old tiu v\ ))lvs of daiknc-is, not as unii uitful onl>, but 
a^ mischievous and dcs*r*u tnc, anl In caielul that we do in no 
dogrtc ])iitdke of them, not c\en somiichas i)N a iidul siUnctN 
when Providence calls u to u prove them but Ic < us carncsilv 
pra\ toi wisdom and gric-c, to oulei the upioofs in tiu wisest 
*'^and happiest manner, tlm so we n n , like that hcht c f which 
we arc the chihiitn, notoiuv coin nu must »v(^ misnllif d in tlif 
midst ol pollnlion, but m tin man h st in the ir pnmti co 
^-loiirs, and disconnU nance t loseir the sh one ol which 

will make the \ t\\ me ntion of the in odious, to tli renewed soul, 
wink those that pun Use them a e so lai consc oas oi tlieirvilp 
ness, as to ciuUavoui to cone cal then it )in the h 'lit, lu 1 elraw 
i veil of daikness over them 

1 4 \nd (> that the almightj vcire oi God mn lonst up anl 
awaken sinneis liom then sleep, and engage them to onsc ii >» 
tlu (lead, tiiat Christ may gi\eihem hght' Hej. s the u 
onU 'source oi light to smfnl creatines, by whom it iNspti 
on those who deserved to he consigned ovci to (tiiius i i t 
lasting darkness 1 ( t us hail tiie rajs oi this S m on 
hcss let us icflcct till ni to hisgloiv and Vt it * :)m e > n i 

iha*, being laised by him fiom the shep < i i , we m iv spu i 
up to his seivice with vigour, and pios i it tlnou^h all Uk 
re mainder of our days with bee oming gr Uiiiute and /c il 

hi tl \ « 


r/ie apostle pio w/c? his cihorfalions to a Itjc of tiniau- 

sp(( lion and usefulness j and to the lomtant crun^eofiem- 
ptnence and dc.^tLoh, Lph V. H — 21 


e \ 

s 


t phci 


«rjtu v'N's ’ rpiiE-. V, 

I I}A\ Kbeenuigingyou toconsidcryourselves gtE tiun thu vf* 

as children of hght, and upon tins accfliunt *^walk circamhpct 
to hiS^ vour conversation such as becomes those 
who nave been happily awakened from the sleep 
of sin by Christ* and to pnrsqethe c\hortation, 
y,c thus are brought from darkness irito hght, 
et e to It therefoi <* that ye u>alk as accurately and 
tircumspectly as possiole, taking the 



They should beware of being drunk with wine . 




time, bccAiis 




ly, not ns fools, but tive liecd to eveiy step, and conducuiier jour- bicr* 
selvch, not as /oo/s, who consider not what they x 
are doing, who know that 

• ha\c piC'ssing dangers to avoid, and mosthuipoit- 

lo Rcdcciniii"- tht ant ends to secuie And in particuUi, let yoiu 
wisdom be discovered in ) cdeeming the timely 
( ndeiioiinno to recovei and buy bai k as tai as 
possilile what has been lost, by diligently making 
use ot what lemattis, and studying to improve it 
\ ) the best and most valuable purposes, toi whiih 
\ou should lie tarehil tocinbrace the pieseiu op 
\ oiMii itv, btcaubS the days we live in ate etil^ 
in w I f h we aie on eveiy side surrounded witii 
i)(ise(u*j IS and ]»etil», and (iod only knows 
flow soon 'III iibiitv or our lile inaj betaken 
away // n / >/ wliile these precarious bless 17 
I an coiitiniui^ einplo\ tin m foi ilie Ijoiioui 
ot God, and tiie good of mankind , and he >ii i, 
unoisidii ite and tliongbriesb as vou totmcrly 
ueie, but be umccined to have a right thsci‘in- 
mint of jour diitv, and to be imdei 'ifamltni^ 
uhat [/i] 'At util 0 / Me great Lot d to whom j on 
are devoted endeavour to know \onr dntj ui 
all Its extent, and knowing it to act agree ablv 
to the obhgitiuns ot it , dt dining those unne- 
cissaiv dan'>'<is to which il is not his will tint 
V »i s » Cl 1 expose voursi Ives (Mat \ J and 
uij h ung hold on everjrtvpppitnnitj ot 

5 I ' 

/ / /, that jou may neither be insensible ot liu io 
calls <»i dniv , nor negligent ot a due complianc e 
With them, be s^ontinually careful that v^ At nof 
even betoiejouaie aware, dtunkuitn ui/ic*', 


- W Ik t 
1 5 I umvj 
iiri rsUi ill 
Il II ( t ll « 


i( 1 ) 

L It 
wh II 

Io J 


L llJt 

y>ni 


« Ret t,niir the nwc ] Cjiotiu9 and 
tinnv utlicr coinm^ntatoi^ t\plain Chi'} of 
the £ / / n to be ubcd in a*, id * i 
il Hf ill It bo they might dtaxi out thtir 
tim* a^.loiig as pubs{ibl> tht \ could, ind 
1 )t pr>^okc tht 11 encinifb to t ut them 
t ti compare Uaii. n t> — ibis to h< suit* 
Ka& tmii dut^, and it had hetn^tll it 
the /b 1) t utnc pi]ni]tj\e ( Jin»tJ'iu h id 
i< ^aid d the picf ept in tUib sen«e. But 
I am ptisuaded this iiiteipietation e^- 
prea^cb onl\ 1 sin ill paitif thavCbunuii 
dll ^cnceandpiudt-iKc to vvhichihi apo - 
U < in< ant to direct and exhort hs -—Mous. 
Sautiii bst I MS % ilh htb usual ^luiirit) , 
It th vt rJ • » ha* ape 


liir force, and implus (as Ibt Trr » i 
iiord rachtUr and Ihc Publish teieeti «1 
dies,) th lec nhU hui UetL Ij t 

(eonipare (lal 111 1 1, is 4, 0 ) 4na h 
1} prelii iidN theie ib an illusion to tht* 
enormities ot tbeir heathen life lu \du« b 
so iiiueh luimct tiaiobal mu^t unhippi* 
I\ b( eii lost and thruun iwny b e hi 
Sermons, \ol. Mil p Hh, 

Hi not drunk o,itk uiue ] It is 1 ubU 
probable^ that bete may be a paitu ulai 
rtfeiiuceto thObC dibsolute eerciii oi* 
called the Sncchanaiiat tbit were e 1 
biated by the beath^s m honour ot J > u 
skhoin they called thi f^od oj uifit W hilt' 
thtsi iiUb toiitiiwi'‘d, ni-» ani vou u 
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in liihlt/l thctC n so much dmsjCJ of ,l dissolute* vrhtren is ix 

P . k.sf. r.n. .1 


bFCl 

\ 


, ion^i It iiti , lio\\ grossly many abuse it, 


Spirit 


}• phc& 


i 1 M 
ll 


iki 1 
ii a 1 
J i‘ 

I ) 

III I i> 
11 t i\ 


an 1 a^iist tin l>> it, so as to run into all 

nniHu Tof t \ti i\at,an( < and outi i jjt*, mil into 
all that wild di oidt t iiid debaiichi i\ , iot \\ u h 
the tu itliens irc n loiious at tlieir idolatioii. 
usti\ iK hit h 7 jt fill dy as biiomts youi <lii 
iaitii k,illi t t Sptito^ (»od, and m ikc ir 
\ourionttin to iiniu t t (jiitk nm^ md thi 
v-liLt I in^ indui IK es o( his i^iate, which nt ol 
so i;u it nuniicnl in youi ( hiistian cmirsi l)u» 
ch Mill will, by an t cess ol hijiioi, oi u v ^ 
oln I ^loss St iisn ihlii s, dii\cawa\ iioin \ou, i 
Ik na^ i>t lu^tlj displeased with whu is so di 
leftl^ opposjiti to Ills own |)uie and holy ni 
Inic 

I ( t It be y 0111 t ndf n our tlu K lou to ono 1 ( 
t!i muious \isitsof the Holy Spiiit l)\ iliet\ ) 
ercisi oi ^ociil devotion, in which he will delight ‘ 
to find you cinploM 1 , and loi whii h he will ^na iIuk t 
uniUi Mil inoie and moil fit, while in youi »>j ri 
cIk ijulrnom ntsyouau ^pfuhn^ to yoiu \iln ^ 
and to i ich other in the p alnn with which 
Dc\id an<l othei inspiu d wiiters haM turnishcd'* 

\\^y(tnd in those new compost \htjmnsi)\ pi use, 
and otlii r spniliial on^ ', that is songs on s| i 
iituil suhjiets, which ihi spn t of Cod du tales 
and anima^tes, l^ith a \aiKt\ adapted to tin se 
'vcial occasions of the ( hnstian lile ind let it 
be \our grtitcaic, that while youau thus tuivr 
in our voltes, you be ilso sin^injr and 
ins; in yon hiaft^ to / Z/oe/, without which, 
no c\U in il melo 1\, be i evii so cMct and h u 
uKMiious, cm j)t pleasin^ L) his car 
0 let thirc he a u stanl disposition t(»r * 

ills duty not onU when \ou cngig# in social 
worship hill through the wnole coinsi oi your 

nrj a it i |>} nt ( t reitgi in t ) u toxi itc I hr etc ] rhi» w il 

th iischr and nn ih ut th» street t he, i>t < nlj t <i I 

1 n an U Mi^in ui I sli ut- / / / I {e in \ h h i t < d i 

I 111 I wmt us Danner m i n| it >tUu I n^h li tv i 1 ( t tl t n I 

) p MitiH ti>«hu li 4 n i^int \ ir4 1 i 


U liil 


«i I V ilM I )t dcvoutp<4ihtod) s with 
itat pi ipiu tv K ^<Dnm^nde(l Ilito 
in wtM.r« tl^Usuto tlitt ti ua hud'v 
« ( pftrvon to b f irind in tl t. wbe f 

'^Ki ioUnit riind rmgthci »iit luance 
b 4 * knmitics 


Ot 4 11 il 


nc(c itir /will 

tci hilt lit <Ji irk. » lu H II s II 
qiHitIv tht ciUbi t this I \ tl I ur i 
f 1 lb ISC ol the b iitv if Pi ii h i 
Til mg It, tnt the 1 II itv i r i nf 

ed by a vei v st» i ir 1 I i it t 
a Qtdm i n t 



They should be aluay\ giving thanks for all things 16.3 

i w i\^ f>r all hvcs, and let the mental soncjs, if I ma} so ( ^ 
thcr^ il 'f *'*''*^^ grateful sentiments n* 

«ii£ tordk usChii'.t, of \oui hearts, be perpetual and unmuuigpu d, 
iniintain a most afkcting sense of thcahnndaut 
luattu which }OU ha\e loi piaisc, that, as new 
ineicitsait e\ci\ hour dcNCtudinir upon jon, 

}C nidv h a/ iOtji, ^ivinu thanks tor all tlnn^s^ 

101 all the lavouis ol (jod irnpaib d to \odi- 
selves t.nd otheis, and mike it jour employ 
lilt nt at all tunes, not excepting 3 oui most 
iilflicted moments, but filling even these with 
pidi‘‘< , and takifitg occasion Irom the tribulations 
and distusses with which a wise and gi at ions 
Piovidencc may exercise you, to acknowledge 
the Divine eoodness which diucts all ihcsi 
painful (lisjK nsatioiis by mows to \ our tinest ad- 
\ uitagc and, on the whole, let all 3o<ir piaises; 
in oidci to their being acceptable, beoilirtd 
in the urev ailing nanu oj oui laid fc^u^ Chi ?•./, 

/( (rod xtnthe Faihet , who hath appointed 
him to sustain the character of the gieat Me- 
diator, and is read} to receive the sei vices wc 
pel form onl> in amS thiough bun 
1 Submiitiirg ^^^Kl while 3 ou are thus cart ful in the' duties 21 
nJr'm clcvotiou to (>od, be not negligent ip those 

i ‘ winch you owe to \oui fellow creatuus, but ui 

all the various rt ialions m wlmii 30U stand, in I 
the iespc< live stations in which 3 on aic* place tt, 
bt .subfiit U) each oihu in the Jeai oJ God ^ let 


( n'> ik f all things ] Di Tlar- 

1 >w Iji I f II 'll! thor iniportnut sense 
to ihtM \i ids iPiidtrin^ thern to at 
j / , is it t*i< ii)( ining wtie, ** C m- 
sidi I \ )uis t\(s IS ipp iiiUd to it- 
‘ taint ( od i\ tiilniU oly// diu 
“ ft m lin A / urn 7 1 7 a (| and addrt s 
“ \ Ji laih that ks,rmii^s to him fir 
til se bl ssiii{,s he IS coiitin m 11 > scat 
" tennof <1 iwn on voiir f I a-C h a/? th 
** aijtJ /t// - 7 a/z/rcA in i;;i lie I il 
his \v jik \ 1 I 2 7 ) I hivt 

th Iff )iL in s 1 w noidb hinted «t tbj 
trtnei s an I n^b't rhoiuhf, which is 
sti \prf « ( d in thdtcsceih 111 f )iin 
of i^ciici il ih'iuksgiMng in the Inji^h 

JiUngv 

!*( i Ij if to ti } thtr %i th fe 1 f 
( / ) lbf» ipostU Hers hert a 
etkt flit 7 1 ( tin ( 11 LI ntious 
* i It u! 7 7 tc, h tn which he if*ir- 

> ipl plotted U tl f pnticuUr Linsi 


delation 1 f the se\ Cl il rcl ition f bus 
1) )nd> am) wi\cs, of pjic nt md i iJljci 
^nd of rnist rs ind sen iii w icli II 
tni^ht lathfi choose to him ti ii is im<. 
wiir ic idv ti in3L,Mie tbit Cbii tian 
L mvcits were rtl astd fioui ii ^ taiLlitr 
ibi^atloiis to tins who still cuiitinuL 1 
in a sfitf of hralbtnism, ind nii^lii c n 
sid r tliL Fflatiori is di ilctd between 
tlcin umpai J ( oi mi 10 — it, ind 
1 liiji \i 1. 2 ) f lit iposlle thcicforc 
presspb It upsn them, in \ liitCMr st < 
tion th V WLH pluH'J, to sin w i diu it- 
gii I to r (uti e 7 / 7 / 77 A, iiid ti iciin nibti 
tint ChribtiAn privilci* b lid bv n> 
nifiiib 6 hcu e them fioni tli d itiLs k 
sultine trem nat 11 al ind r 7/ illations fit 
lift, but nthci did tiif it the (bli'^itifiii 
the V wcie un lei t > obsi i\t them \iiii 
if these duties ucte itKumbtrl < p<jfi 
(hi I tiin«towaidb kIWi 11 of all t in 1 
t.\<n though tilt V Iji th < i-t Ui t 
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Reflections on the 

sLci. ever} one of \ou, whether he be a superior qi 
X. an inienoi, eiuleavoiu lo accommodate himsell 
the infiriiuties ot those that arc about him in 
icspectful manner^ so that il be be 
a Mipeiior, h(‘ ma} not oppicss, oi an infc- 
iior, iu' may not rtbei. 'i'his I shall farther 
llustiatc b} descending moit particulailv to 
tiic duties ol liusbandsand wtvcs^ol parents and 
elnldun, oi inasteisand sc tv viits , upon a k gu 
lar ati( niion to which, so much ot the oidt r and 
r omfort Of sotiet\, and so mucii ot the credit 
ot ( iiMstianitv with lOspect to Us ptoitssuis, 
appari ntl} depends 


IMPROVLMFNl 

Who can read the exhortation which we hfst mett wiih in 
this shoit but important section, without seeing cansi for the 
icr IS deepest huiniiiation on account of his own caich ss and incoii 
sidcrate behaviour? Alas, the wisest have tlicinnlcivals of iollv , 
?nd the} who walk the most accurately, arc nut without then 
lieedlcsN steps In how many instances aie oiir thoughts dissi. 
pated, and how fiequently arc we quite foigetlul ot ouisdvcs 
and our God * neithei watching toi opportunities of doing goo i, 
iiorguaiding against temptations to sin, but suthung tli*^ oiu 
^0 pissb} us unimproved, and the othei to seize us unpiovidtd 
foi usistame 

1^, lhat precious time, on the right management of whuli ctii 
mty depc nds, and in the iinproveimnt of every dav and ii >iii ol 
whith, It IS manifest, that «t least the degree ot oui c veilastin^ 
iiappjiiess IS interested, that time winch thuusandN on a dying- 
beJ II in the invijiiblo sc ite> would gladly redeem at the pri< e 
of ti*( whole world, how little do we tnink of tin value ol it, 
and to what triih s are wc »aily saciiiicing it ’ \ ea, to what trifles 
do wc not sacrifice it^ In the several divisions ot it, wIkd wc 
conu st‘Pouslv to reflect on the morniug, — the ioretiooii, tlit 
afuinoon. -and the evening,— bow rt miss aisj wc in the | to- 
per busims^ of each* So that if thei(/d(.^ btt^oies^ for wlncli we 
i^werc sent into the world, to undti bland 'that is (he \fll of the 
Loid, and to act according to it, be not, as there is reason to 
conclude lu i^any instaiues it is, entire/y neetlecttd^ it is pet 
formed m a manner bhametuUy and indilfeiont 

It wc are not diunkVith wiiu, in which thcie h an < sccss, 
(Irom vVhich, to the shame ol Cliii&tiaiiit}, the followt is ol Ma 


unbeiiorrs, nuuh mi rc «cip they cn- t es rf nvturilor of i lol in litutiu i, ) 
pra ti L thfin toivards »ii< h m *v the n ore oiidt an i)^ bniicl of^it 
n r 'rcrd lo fit n, n t cnlj tv the 
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general neglect of the^e precepts. 

Jioinet totally abstain witli resolute sJf*<lcnial, fai* more easily sc<t. 
than Christians keep lliemselvt's within the limits of sober tern- 
perance,) jet how liequ^ntly aie we quite intoxieated, 
j)*i>dsure, 111 winch we foigot the di«(nitj ot our natnu% anJ die ^ 
inles of oiir piofession* \iul how seldom arc we bn atinng after 
that quickening Spirit which alone can eflcctually remedy tlieso 
diboiciers * 

It our \oices are emplojed m sin«ing the praises of Go] in 
oni public assemblies (wiiere, nevc'rtheless, so iiianj^ are i otisiant- 
)j silent,) m li we practise it in our families, how litth* an‘ our 
iiearts engaged ' —IIow seldom doth God receive any cheerful 
^acrihce ol praise fiom Uh, even m our moat prosperous cireuin- 
stances ^ \nd how much less in every thing » — VVht^re is the 
peisoii that can say, In the yui*ht is vtif loi^o 
‘‘ amidst th( darkness and ilistress of ofltctton F still praise ihec, 
tliiu^li thou correctest me, \ea bi cause thou correcu st me 
“ with siK h paternal wisdom and love^’* 

And, to conclude these melancholy reflections, How little sub- 
jection is lilt re to each other in the various lela^ons of human -i 
life * and whcic there is any of it, how much more frequently 
tloth It pioceeJ iiom other consideiations than from the fear of 
(lod, and a religious regard to his injunctions' Yea these that 
nave been mentioned are commands established by a Divine an- 
iiioiitN , and there id not a (’hristian iti anj age, country, or sta- 
tion, who is not by liis profession &olemnlj obliged to obstne 
them. 

W’bat shall wo sav then on the whole, but tins ? JVc he duxen 
n oia s/uimcy ami icvtusion (oicr^ us, because ice haic tinned 
d gainst the Laid our ijod ; (.Fer. iii. 2 j.) And what counsel 
» an be giien to remedy these things, but this ' // omy man ludc 
wisdom, ot w Inc h these arc some ot the most important piecepts, 
fit nun as/i it of God, who i^neth to all libtiaUy, ami vpbraidtlh 
none with those instanceb of iormci folly wliuh they sincculy 
'ament, and whu h they labuiu to amend. (James i. *) ) 


S h C T. XI. 

riir apoj^tle recommends it to hu^band^ to lo'ie tlini wnes^ in iml- 
tutfonqt ChvMst's loic to the tnuich, and picsses upon the 
c 1} itspondtnt duty ol corjugal subjection. Fph \ . *o the 
end. 


tHIIF'. \ 


o » f PHI Slavs V. 

TiUnit J IF WE been recommendinir to vui a inu- 
tii.il bub}( ction to each otlici in the scwtial 
ulations of life, as a general prec^qn ot Miu ijol\ 
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The loie of husbands to then wtxes 


Bhor religion in wJitcIi >ou lie iiistiuctccl bj tbe^os jours hes u 
TJtl, an i 1 shall now pKKccd to illustrate it bj ^ ‘ ' * 

tit set riding to some puticulars And, to begin 
with the rclitiou between husbands and wives, 

I would hist e\hoit >ou that aie that 

}t /t with all humility anti gentleness ol 

submission ?ye Ml ?Lfihu A/«e/s,notonly iroin 
1 punciple ol love and itsptt i to tin m, but t/A 
a pioot of }our fide lit \ uul legiid loOo tht 
I nd who his seen fit to place ) ou ni a state of 
suboidiii ition, and comminded >011 to be uudei 
3 obedunee (I Cor \iv j\ ) 1 ot t tu husband oi ^ F ri the husb md 
bv Uivfne eoustiiiition the head of the wift^ and ' f* * 
sMsinvt fed with the superior chai'ictci, tit t/s ,s ti n u t ih 
in I Old Jtsus Cluistis tht Head of iht ihinch^ i « i nih th 
w I ich IS committed to his care ind goit rnmeiit 
dody standing in this neai r«^l ition to it, he has 
slicwu the gieatest coiicein *ind afketion loi it, 
iid ts become tht iavioin of (hi body^ imphn 
in^ his autlioHl} for th most important and be 
nt vulent purposes, not only to deliver us iiom 
e\il, but to sii|)j)lv us with .llgooil, insiuli i 
luannei as to mike 4 t mmitest tint our salva- 
tion and hippiness dt.pciKl upon om uiiitiu with 
^Vhiin and sub)oCtion to Inm \nd this maj iihrtfrr ^ ti 


1 1 h 1 


t rl 11 
is in 1 


i\ 

ui 


h nt at thi kind purpose s to uhu h the supeiio 
rity of the hnsbaud evir tin wife should hi im 
proved, in manifesting a i oneern fot the (it li uci 1 1 1 1 
and safit}, and loi the benefit and comfoit of ^ 
the wife but I now nuntioii it 111 the foimer 
VI w andM )ifo)t tl thiutfi is subject unto 
( h and with a ehectfiil willingness suUmit 
to his auihoiiiv , ^0 al n f^t) subject 

to thtn oiin hu bands in t'luy thim* in whiih 
then comminds aie not iiuonsisunt vvith those 
o ( Inist who IS tlu lloaa of both 
2 j ^ct iai be it fiom nii to insiuuUc iny thing ^ H sbjuds, io\t 
that should encourage tyranny ind usiiipation in 


qU , hv h itm piobaFlehfmient d , 
bp 1 fit duties if inferiors nt u 
m nl mo^t a) t to b h| t d t 1 \ hit 
(as likewtflf lu me huuf^bt mo 1 diOi ilt i I) m) li d 
Uit Piul, an! i\ 1 ,) th wifl siid where thtic n*. voll n Ifai h 
nswjthtbelov er relitiLiis f i) \ p itoirn d ibti n p nl n d tus 
I uj>pri isuillbpin c rpadil\ alt ud d 
ti ijdrnur eli etialh c re J 


‘ I would first exhoit vm tint ire 
V « 1 It lb ^scrvable ti at in tht 
erti i\en len t> the 

pi leti ii mJiue I 
Col 111 t 
apiatl fnstb 
r f p \ \ cl { cn and en nU, b< 
fore hP pi K, e I n t a b of fl r f iiistanct s 
fo tl oeO of k b I 11 d ^ / 11 d 



tt 

should be like that of Christ to the church. l 67 

wius even as the husband, that equitably kind and generuus 

Jim lit itrii, inodd, barb by his oun t\ample tiuj;ht ^ ' 

" dillen nt It sbon And ilu rtfoic, on t^e othei 

hpTul, f would exiioit \ou that ait hushouh^ that 
}L 1) suie to tovL you) nni\ with coubtuit ten 
(It mess and fjd('lit\ as Chust ahohuih loitd 
ifu ihiuih^ and () how astonishing is that lovc^ 
and hovf delightlul is it to leflcct upon *t ^ I cn 
such IS the alkctionate legard that he hith nn 
nilested to the chinch, that be hath been pleased, 
wh( n It was in a state ot slaiei\ an 1 mis( ry, to 
j)uo base it to himself at the qtiost expcn^iu* 
price, a)ul hath eicn gken kim^df as a ransom 
» Tiij Mill fif) 7 hat, having paid the price of its n--'** 

^ji tiu insf (jciiiptjou b\ Ills blood, he )ni^ht samttly it b\ 

with t w i 1 1 1 , ' , , 7/ , ^ . 

ds It i.hvth Old his ^\i\\\X^uudLiiamett'’Vittitncnaskins^oJi.va 

it ) in baptism, and so ln\ mg puig( d it from the 
guilt and })oliiition of sai, might foim it lor him 
sell, and tiam it up in the exercise* of cveiv 
ihii )i ni 0 giacc, by i*it (hscipline of I istte/rf Fhaf, be -7 
pi ititt hnmcit m^r tliu«. piinhed, educated, and adorned, as a 
1 1^1 uiP ^ pitpared and adorned tor liei husband, 

. nki , I im 1 (Rev \M 1 ) hi m)Jtht\\\ due time icce'uc itu > 
hut tiut It t<, priory ^ ,vn(l p lit It i)i his own imme liatc pn 
ihVilT iiiHi a iiou church, ariaycd in peifitr 

ij^hteousnes^, and free fiom all itMiiuns ol sm, 

?j )i ham ^ spot or inkle, or anu thing Of 
that na in which could becallul a Lltinish , but 
that in every pait and meinbei ot it it sf u^d It 
holy and ti/houi blame, and he n i >bt thus sm- 
vey It com[)lttelv p no. bcautiliil, nl lo pli i 
dt nt, lu th »t great da> , when the w h ii.mln i 
of his eket shall be gallieiccl logc i k i a ul tli 


» \ 1} it ^ Utah riff f Lflerbt il r ottf J 
I appi hind here is an dlluMon U ih# 
mtiliKls nk n III ejstLiii tountriPs t» 
puii/\ tlicv ij;,ins thdt^cn tobi pfisnit- 
1 d to til I \ il^mbiace (compart 1 mIi 
ij , M Iv, andl^i'ek \'i '’—14) Vud 
n > doubt piopcr < sri tiis h1 i l ikin to 
lull I lit f mui , jud f *rin tin in t> 
Much kii wild ( u ini lit r<*i)d r ilx i 
Jiion lit to heconi the dii,nitv iiii iidid 
toi them, which w is thi more nuts u\ 
IS s jine of th i e u ho app ii**d is i in li 
diUs jn lull ) i nn« 1 cieot Iiw I i li 
I 1 lu til II 


^ 'St t k iR * / f 

}f a a I Hov II i n lU 

this (jV#* IS f thr II I pi III iiid di it,n 

of Cliii lianitv , t inn ill Iht mtfi t 
of which msvt ,t i hi Ij 

of pi ft t y, 4iid i,/ ty tl It 1 lull t e 
pfiutrilin V* of Clin t, is rCit 
holv ] nuti^io 7 shill r \ it tun 

s| all not be oTi / Ol hs t\ i i 
// »/if Itkt iff 111 the lit 1 ,uij iir u 
i LduU, n olkiid his I hi V ijck s i i 
I scheme r Thought t > b t ui in U e 
woiH, but m till ^cv 1 jini ml 
tl wi ) hi t bi n tm, * \ it 
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He that lot eth his ivifc loteth himself 


stcT. matridgo of tlie Iamb shall be cclebiated amidst 
the acdamations ol the lioavenly legions, to 
whose blisslul world his bride shall be conduct 
V^i7 edintrmmph 

‘JS But to rttuMi to the subject from which ibis 2“ s. ought mfn 
pleasing digiession hath led me such is the 
nearness ot the relation I am speaking of, that uc thit loveth his 
husbamh ousfht jo to loie their wive^ as they wife, loveth hmibcit 
love then etin bodice and when we consider 
that thf bond of marriage makes them both one, 
and icmember what an inseparable tomnuinity 
of interostb it establishes, we may tiul} say, 

That he that Icneth his wife loveth hirnstlf^ and 
he that pit nuts his affections to be alienated 
tiom her, knows little of his own true happi- 
J^ncss. And tins must suicly have lU weight with i i m ,nui 
every consideiato ptrsob ior no man in his lub 

senses yet hated his oun fits whatcvei its } 

iiifiimities,oi inipeirectioiisuere, 7lew7^s/^w^ ii, iv u h nc 
and cheiishtih tty piovidiiig not only for the i :>* i iht rimch 
sustenance of it, but for its connfoi table accom 
modation tinias the Lord nounsheth and che- 


f 


risheth if c churchy supplying it with all things 
that may conduce to its welfare and happiness, 
with cl U nd< r conciMi for its intiimities, looking 
J^JllpGn It as one with himsilf Lor it is a most ''i' r * 
certain, as well as ddightiul trutl/, that he re- j/ 

gaids It 111 this view, and that ue art tsuemed »n bon 
by him as member !s at hts bodj/y united to him by’ 
onespnit, and therefore ^onsideied like I vc, 
whci mst taken out of A Jam’s side, (Gen ji. 

) IS making a part oj Kt\ Jle^h, a ltd of his 
bones ^ whom theiefore ho uiuld no more pti 


r j 
I b I) 

ind tt 


mit to be separated from him, than a man would 
3 1 be willing to lose a vital part of himself Now 1 1 or m i i»f 
uinuaahtu '-j it is undoubtedly tit, that ,*^*1'“““?'^'^',,''“ 
(as Adam was divinely mspiied to detlaie* on ^^4 jhall br joined 
the fiist view of that delightful i elation of which 
I now speak,} all other ties should yield to tt is; 
so that, ac$i|itling ds it follows time, (Gen 11. 
it ) “ A mm shall leave hif Jatha and mother , 


^ AhsJLef thly /> In j J Thw is the exact tint ] stt nott ^ on Mat m s \ < I 
tnport ol the phrase a»T4 fhU ^hiih II p ’’Ifi as to the leisoii Iheic i lo 
o be ici d( red \(in rhe I rha ul ] c ^nclodt. thit A lam spjkf this in < en t 
thit IS, takm^ th n'ltxci m i diflcf^nt, quenee >f -ihrm e^tn udiiiii v Ih u 
!/iit cuireept r rhr ^ i * Itriet y 

I itt jfl> jn^pired o de- 



The mgfiterioits union of Christ with ilte church! 16 <) 

thM t«o’^gbaii“u ** m^eipirMy joined lo/iii wife, andlh y, sect. 

jiie (Ickh “ though originally and natiiralK two persons, xi, 

“ shall for the futuie b( one tUsh, shall be con-'-'V^ 
“ sidered as one person, and, as it weiV, one 
“ soul in t«o bodies.” 

32 This is T (treat This Is indeed a gxat niysiety,^ which uas52 
nivsteiN but I . ptiv long unknown, and now it is ni some nieasutc 
inl tht"'chufeh " tliscoveied, is a matter of much adRiiratioii . but 
you will easily pticeivi*, that in saying this, I 
spiak not ol the union bctvtccn a man and his 
wile, but <•/ that betwi en CIii is/ and the thin tk 
toi that the Sou of God should unite himscii 
to a socuty of mortid men, and regard them as 
making a pait of himself, on account of the iii- 
timact with which they are joined to him iii a 
conimuiiity of Spirit and of iiiteust, tan indeed 
" N«\cithfl 1 - novel be sufficiently admired. Xuti tnehss^'i^ 

Kt < <rt n< rt \ ju y OH w ill iiot, I hope, foiget the oci asioii w hit h 

ii's' 'In " ““i ilnV subject I 

ind tlic nilt llicicfou rcncvi the exhortation, and sa}, /f/ 
tnat sfu rCM ttt/j/ OM Oj l/OU l/l pintUula) SO loie 
HUM /€r husb^id hwibiljy With siith a cordial and hiiicert 

adection as he beari* to Inniself , and It t the uifc 
that she7ii.cuu(( f/ic'/] and be 
sul)|cLt to him, not o!il> as a necossaiy duty, 
but as led to it b^ afftttionatc choict, regaicl- 
nu him with inward respect and esteem, as 
wlH as piv^^g him the honour ot external 
oUdiente 

niPRON tMlNl 

1 I f the lo\e ol our blessed Redeemcvi to his cliureh be daily 
ul(hratcd \yuh the most coidial gratitude, and that infinite 
condf s( ension adoied, bj yyinch he hath been pleased to unite 


Ihs L,tfat w a' ] J)r yyiutby 
tl} nk this leffrs to a traditi n itnon^ 
tlu Nus, that the marnafe of \<hin 
VfUh 1 \c \^a<t a type of the uuioii be- 
Ueeii tl t Messnh ami the chuck , anU 
sc \ (i il H uuik ible pa sai^ b of thatk nd 
hi\4 bccii produceil — 1 j hop Bui net iii- 
tt rpiets this ( xpresstun is t it weie dc 
si/iitd t ) si^nitv, lint this waba mfiticd 
mail ot the mam point tie ijiu tic 
sv i*. ml nt upon pming, that is, iht. 

i i of the Jews md Ocntilig in om 
(huicb, sim c othcrwiM eiiiibt being c 
poused to Cl I in ijfbt stem in a stitt ot 
j 1\ MJ»\ (See Ih I IK t on the Aiti It , 
I ’ 1 ) Pi t thic con bit lb go fai id h 


cd and the interpret iU n in tl 

piraphrdsi is bO eabs tint one «ouM 
ssondei su many diHit ulties <ihould be 
raised on so obsious a point The myi- 
i ry (citunly wab, that the eternaKSn? 
ri < ICC CIS mg the degeiieritc latc ot 

nnn into ^n vntor uith himsc(f eliould 
base /ued thorn Inth iflection cruttl 
in^ that which is to be i )und atnoog the 
m ist mum Itc iup nn 1 f n 1 his su 
hlime ductiine. hid lung be n roticealcd 
ind cannot now be feiftctly compie 
bended, and thciclorc miy with the 
gic itest propriety bt < ilh d a riji fry ir 
eser} bcub of the v\ id 



1 70 J{(ftKClwii$ on the loic of Christ to the churdt 

u fo h mult in such deal and inseparable bonds Ihi^th^ 
Sa f in ot thi body, and O, in how wonderful a mannci is he 
l)( LO n so* lit hath tn hnmelj foi ?<s, bitli bioii^ht us 
^ troin s(i*iiudc and at tlic txpence his ow^fe, apd 

- Inth i iditd u fum am ms in h s ou n blood, as well as dtcmstl 

- n\ in tin Inti if baptismal inat i and iiUtndinTUS for thu 
aunil disph^s of hi I )\i, asui II is foi tlu piriicipation of Ins 
^Ioi\, he iiilh saiutilu 1 ns b} his Spmf, uul toinied us toi it 
l>> hisuoid, and thus is piepaiin^ us foi tint blissid da\,wlun 
tiKi uholi bod} of his clu t shall be brought foitb, as the biide 
llu 1 unb s wiK, to tliosi public ispousils, wliuli shall have 

27 then consnmniit in in rompl ic ind (\erlastin^ haj)puuss () 
w b It a noble and li^usti ous da} * when the c\i ( i Cliiisr shall 
sni\(n all the millions of bis people, and plui ig tlum in his 
pitsonce lb one with himself, snail look with full (onipl icr ntv 
apd dell lit on ill the various memlxrs of tint glonou^ chuieli, 
an I bdho d ncitlKi spot nor \\i inkle, n )i mv such thin^ but ill 
(()nRl\,iui lid lovclv, all nswinn^ that pt rfi < t idi i whi li 
he hid foinied, and that sclu lu \Y!iich be bid laid loi laism^j 
them b} icifect holiness to pci feci ti licit} —In thi ini in unit, 

* i lib think with deliglit on the proofs that ht enes of his cm- 
2 st nt lov II iioinislus uul cIkii>Ihs his churcll and with 

tlu mrst lOtctoniU it^^ud is ftndi r of it, is wc ut of the 
i()ini nilu Is of oui ownb>dy,(l oui flesh, and ot oin h >nc O 
t lat Wc 1 uv hive a ni >i sen ibk conniiunion with linn u out 
lei* Hi * and ina\ <*cii'ii moic conimuil iiilluciucs Iroiu 
Inin * 

1 or hi suku let us lovt one anollur anti let llnsc \vl > aic 
joiiu i in tlu conjugal rilaMon oUen considu it in tli \uw i i 
vhicli it s heie icpresentid I tt husbuids sti to it, tint then 
l)vi ^ i*^eu wi\cs luar s< c i s mlnancc to l*iat which ( Inisi 
a\o si »tlH t lunch Ktwi > pav aieveienct to thin liusl n I , 
hi c th it wh ch tlir chinch I > pa} to C uist ind Ic t lx ih t ikc 
uc lo in lint im Uiai wisdoi ind suctiiV in the whoh ol tluii 

* hn our, wh i h inn suit tlu lelu on whu b tlu \ be u to < ch 
ole in tl ir cooiiuou llcao as well is icndei tliur iiitniiate 
alliance hap; v, winch it cm ne>rr bt but by an union of lu iiU 
as well as of hands -\ a n will it be to think of dnidin^ then 
mtoic'^ls when then pe m> isaie thus )oined 1 1 such a m inner as 

» to bt( onie one flesh \ii 1 c in tlu le be a stiongei auimu nt \o 
the most tf I del love * lb’ th t lovcih his wife, loicili himself 
j'>sne tliatloveth hti husband, and jioin love obe}s him, lovtth 
hcc^tifoo iiid ever} instance of unkindncss on the oiii hind, 
or the oilui, is bu*^ aiming the mimbcis with wc ipons agimst 
^'"the he. 1, Ol cm|)lo}inE[ tlu h< ad in contrivance :» igamst th 
members 



Children are exhorted to honour Ihtir pannh ; 
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S L C T XII 

fhe apo'.tle uigts the mutual duties of children and panntsy and 
of icuants and mustn en/oiang each of them ruth piopei 
arguments I pli. ^ I 1 — y 


UHP'. \ I 1 1 I HI VN'i \ I 1 

(’’llll HI I V, obey II AVING spoken oi the lelalive duties ol 
\ ui putnts, in ^ husbandb and uivcs, 1 now proceed to 
* mention other iclations ausinc^ f I om them, and 

pauicuLul} tint bttuii n parents and children vi i 
\nd luK I uould exhort }ou that ate cluldteuy 
Uiat v\ ith becoming duty and iei>pQctyeobeyi/oUf 
pmoi^s, attending to the instiuctions ot \om 
lathei, and not ioisaking the law ol youi mev 
thei (Pro\. 1 8), out of legard to the. subjec- 
tion that j oil owe them i?t tin Loal^ and in coin- 
pliince with the aullvortv of Clinst /o/ /A/a is 
) ijft and reasonable in itself, as a pl^t debt to 
those who au the instniments ot join being, 
and to whose cai( and kindness >ou ait so imn h 
obliged, and will be also bcnehcial in its c oust 
qiicnces, as it is ceitain that | aients in etiuial 
aie more capable of duct ting then children 
II I 1 tiw ft than the} aie olgo\ernjni> theinschts \nd- 
th? tin cxpcUient in itsi If , so it was 

miniii lilt will alsot \picsslv coimnarKhd b\ God in thdt short 
icniu summary of moial pu cepts which he uttered on 

mount binai, and tuigracid with his own iingci 
on the tables ol stone, wlieie you know it was 
said, Hon HI iny laiht) and [/AyJ en- 

|o ningyou to Kt^aid them as \oiu supenoisvc itli 
all duty ami obcdi nee, and checifpll> to adoicl 
them leliel and maintenance il tliev should stand 
in need of it, rt,A/fA, bj tin way ^uii may oh- 
sei\e, Is iht fu st tonwiandnuiU that is attended 
•with a spc^ciai piomi'st^ 1 or it is added theit, 

*nn f t fi 1 1 mthdmenl tthfr is sad to bp the Jt st i nmvdm 

] 1 K chunh of Koine wouUl ii mi ^itk jt Piut it ei v lo Ois n 

hiiKt ir^up,thit //« ( ntf m inlurnt, Ih fa 1 \ and weakness ot ills »ip,i 
whthf ibuU Iht w rhipotow/ijM ht\ ment, is what is annexed to Iht ttind 
ill t piotiu idcttd t ) It ot (rid ^ iAric cnfan/mcnt a|>)>iiuill\ idate^.to th( 

T// / t u u fl i turn tti the wli lit law, and is u turl Je ’a at on it 

^ n ^ I t Utf ^us t >rt I il neuts, i in be tl t irn rcy C o I vin (1 du w t i thoat* wlio 

II 1 iiut 1 obh8;^t i\ iindf i the f,osppi, kt pt ii it onls tmU bui a I his c jtiiiiiaiid- 

» I , I hi h r I <) to hon unn^pt^ nKiits, wh l« f>i t iihi h I'l'ajx'-tlp 



173 parenls io be careful in educating their children. 


atser. 

XU. 


IRph^'^ 
VI j. 


that It )hOif be iccU Xiiik Hut. and thou mayest 3 Tiiat it maybe 

h lo,.i-hiul upon the < ' ; which words 

e\pu‘^s luc peculiar <aic oi the Divine Pro\i- long on c.iriU 

titixc tor the continiunee and comfort oi the 

)'\es ofthoso who should observe this precept, 

li*e he neiit of which ihosc ehildnii inifrht ge- 

neiall\ c \p( ct, vihowuc dutifnltoiheir parents 

and lliongh under the gospel the protnise ot 

temporal blessings he not so oxpus»and pe- 

rcniptoi V, jet oven now it maj lie ohcerfullv 

expectnl that (jod will bh ’-s sac h childien in a 

\er\ visible inannei , and he as'^uredl\ will doit, 

so tar as tenipoial prospcutv rajiy on the whole , 

be subservient to their truest and highest intei est.^ 

And^ on the other hand, 3 c parents, and rnoi e* *+ \nu > .. 1 u.. 
cspci Killy, yejaUuny let me beseech v ou, that 
^cprovnli, no^ your cnildrenhy^uironm^ sove- l’;;/;!;;". liKnVuJ'; 
iitv, and be partlculaily oaieiul not to exaspe- tiu nuitmc imi ui 
laic then an^ry j>aSbU)ns hy an oveibeanng and in >niti >im fti » i(»u] 
tvranniial behaviour, lest bv tins nuMtis \cm 
should excite, them to such ascciet indignation, 
as inav make it difficult for them/e restrain those 
expressions of Kraik which lu such a relation 
would be very indecent, and, among other ill 
(onsecpiences ot such a condnet, theie is grtat 
reason jImi to conclude, that it would naturally 
pieiudicc them agatiist ( Imstianity , and thus 
would bring upon vuurscUes a shau in the guilt 
of their disobedience and their nun ; but, on tlic 
oontrarj , let me exhort vou to educate them in 
the V iUureand admonilu i of the Lord% under 


«j> lU I'' rcallv l/t /7»' ' uifl onK pi <»pt 

I. the (!• i alo^no rl ii his«/yi;/i / <• 
‘lrtIV‘V<.fl t I It, pf< 111 T to 

• / // a / I y*i/ ?/<• t br U*n ' I • f/ ?//if « Ike 
t nff J U i‘!«'Ss^r\ed bvOr WliU()> u<i 
t u 1 ^, that tl) ujosUt flop's not m\ , — 
t fMtt tin land \ rk th* Ijl I thif (jwt^ eih 
iik<i that might not cn< oura e 1 v-^in 
hop** HI the Jews* of ountinviiti^ in*tnf 
hiitl ot ( But nhti) it s (insi- 

that to uhornhcvv u^ntiiK 

wu( 4 lHrriy*^OcrtUl^ Converts, tlu'cluis 
would VI n pri>perlv bo oniilt d in Uh' 
Ticv, s ii MHght bKlei suit thf case o 
whole church to express the pi >mi&c 
111 a s,eucr tl w*i\ . 

^ fn ti r HI lure and tuhnn i rr r* of the 
/f/ft] Bv the Viorel sr^t^na, iiSiiX we 
mtfh f j*. cli^tiiguslml fi itTi 


'-l** // nt n / / \ 

s^ni think Jiii\ I iM Milled''! h i i- 
of book*, nicn, ind thin s i m i\ 
tilth m tojppoii in lit( uithh nnnraiid 
iisifntm •. Bin. 4slhc\ stind M)!ini 1 tl d, 
and tin ’ ord K niiv ref 1 to liutli, 
it stLii!'' Ill i< rpabonablt to i xpl nn tl ( m 
teim^ ot 6«i'h aoouise ui lUiKip me ht t 
vt Itviiim as nioperly bfbnio^ ^ 

6j f ts etlncati n vihichou.;ht to lx tinpli \ 
*d 111 fojiuin., ihcin f ir the lotd, bv 1 1 \- 
a rt'itiiiiit upon the bf'jtappc, irim t 
ot Ovfry VICIOUS pa'^sion, ind n 7/m hm., 
ih m V iin the it nth n; faith a d (/ 
ao ifUL ^1 Ttm n K), in vhth i/snn" 
Inonot hut tak< thi** ociaMin to siv 
/ ifcfhisine his b(»rn found to be o* e\ 
(clhiituse, thou^k it be noV» *‘0 p 

nr'*i I ted 



unt) ( ) tisf 


Skrv&nts are chaffed to be obedient to their masters ; 173 

such di'sciplinc and instruction as may lead thrm s-fct, 
to the knowledge of the religion of Christ, and Mt. 
most ellectually dispose them to profess and 
practise it ; whu h it is certainly ol gr.edt 

f )ortancc that you should attend to in their ear- * ^ 
lest jeais, and before ill habits rentier them 
stubborn and intractable 

) s. n ni be obe There Is yet another i elation between masters 
«li(.nt t ) t'lein that and servdiiU, concernng which I shall proceed 
rui.im? a'wl as I would not negloct those 

f« II iiidtHin* the lowest character in life, on whose con- 
biin^, in ^intfkncss duct niiK li of the credit of rcligioii may depend, 

<j \<Mr heart, as | ^voiild exhoFt jou therefore wht>9ire 

whether of the meanest fanlc, such as bondmen 
and slaves, or ki the statk>n only, of hiw'd ser- 
vants, that yc be subject and obedient to those 
wfioare [your'] masters proprietois, though 
they \)Q in\\y^oacL07 dmg lot ne fleshy vihile there 
is still a superior I oid of your spans, whose au- 
thoiity is to sot bounds totheirs, and never must 
in any case be violated to please them, or even 
to piescrvc joui own lives, vihen most in their 
power* but in all lawrul thim>s whatever, see 
that you maintain a becoming subjection to 
them, peifotming what they order vou Kith har 
and tnmbhns^j as those who would be cautious 
of </i\iiiLr off nee, 01 of bninrino a repioach on 
yoin piolcssion, by an^ unfaithfulness or nogli- 
gciKc ni their adans ; d^cbarging your duty to 
them in the swipluiti/ and uprightness (ft yoin 
ht i)f, as unto Chrnf^ with that sincerity and 
iinilormity of coiulucl which a regard to Christ 
wiiii r>r- rccjuiu* and piodiice Actimjj in all* 

“ I'u.ius, not Ztiifh tyf^6eitn( only, without at- 
tending U) their business any l.irthor than while 
then eye is upon you, ay if it were your oniv 
aim to ,bc • c'/?./?/ca^£7^**, and to secure the fa- 
vour of your ma*<tcrs ; but as those who are the 
serLuntsaJ Chrnth) your Christian profession. 


< IMf t 
I 1 ISCIS , 1» 

M I an*s «>1 


\ 1'. tlu 
Chiut 


\ t zi th ir} n a$ mtn^plia tr» ] Pml lia^ fniq^irntly intr^^ured Ijiem jn 
fiii>tni%Ukts II >ii t oi tht.rkjCiiK( ot his wnOu^s With a piciiliaf flleasiKi- and 
tb' tompt nofcl\ midr use nt hert in HeaiiU, of which it ib appnrent that th« 
Mu I i^muf v|uij u»^ best tianbUtiun** must in tunn]|r distances 

|, rxo*, vhirhoui tHinsUt fiM bhort ( omp*ii<J Komi n. II , 

to imit iTe Hut i/thr<*irt K J < <m vi. U , ( oI ii 4, 1 liiii i t, > 
»>>iinds ^lor^‘lu^M^h compound worth i»ii » l», Ji. 1 *», <j» and set Blnckwalis 
than in\ ollui lin„uv'»‘, -s » »be apostlt *5aii < la^s \'J Ip '">9 
VOL V V 
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And fo perform their service as to the Lord. 

and rcqiined by him to seive your masters with doing the will of God 
fi(l( lity, doin^ihe nill oj (rod fyom ihe snit^ with ® 
a sincHt* desire above all things ot approting 
your«?el\es to his all-seeing eye And thus let 7 \\ith goo’ mil 
it appear that von make conscience of your m as to 
duty, and apply to ir witli a williui; mind ; per- jnen 
formini; all the business of your station Kith a 
thecilul leadiness and and doing sn- 

/cc with a benevolent akunt\, in such a man- 
ner as to shew that you iesj>c(t and lo\c \our 
masters, and ha\e then inteust at lieart, be- 
ing ultimately influenced h) a MOW to tlio ap- 
probation and tionoiur of ibt Am/, and no' by 
icgard to those tokens of favour you may rect ive 
ifrom A'>2o:£7?eg* assuredly, and making s Kmmmg iint 

It the goteining ma\im of your lives, that xviu^o \<r good 

on a am/man dveth, in one station ol life j 
or anothei, hr <ihaU uutne a propoihonable, h* ,mcuc oi ihf 
rbouah infinitely gracious reward tor tlu \amc% i whotiui h it 
Mom tlie hand n/ the Loid as his final Judge , 
and this, Khvihrr \Jie be] a shnr or a Jreeman, 
whetlur he be the meanest servant, oi the 
"le.itest pimee lor he is the lumersal Guai- 
(Jian and Piotect*^ of his people, and esteems 
men, not act oi ding to iher stations m the 
woild, but according to tluii bchavioui in those 
Stations, whether high oi low. 

//wrf, on the other hand, yt that aie lords and o \nd, nu - 
maulers j let me e\hoit}ou, that ye do ihe ^unK * 's d. ri siuk 
fo them, and always act on the same equitahlc ‘ 

princip! not only with r spcct to those who 
arcyidii hired seivants, lu i even to them that 
are your slaves, and belong <oyou as your abso 
liue propeity, so that accoiding to human law^ 

\oii may dispose of their pcisonsand their I'ves 
.*s you please . but how ^oevi i incanand low then 
Mation be, i^member the common bond of hu- 
'rianii y, by which j on are united to them ; re- 
member the peculiar obligations of (’hristjaus to 
disi’n^uished benevolence and goodness, to all 
with whom you have to do; and thcrefoic go- 
vern them with moderation and gentleness of 
tempeiy«)rJefl?7?7^^, not only cruel and dangerous 
l>!owc», But all sevc re and rigorous threatening^ j 

^ lorUa 71^ fhtcnttfu>u' ] To tiphin nified f ills 1 .i 

this, .li Horne have done, as if it onlj ^holt of the ap 0 ‘>tlc’« mcaniiij, if I it all 



'Reflections on the duties of dnldren and^servanh, l*fSh 

*' ui ai cvor> thing of an over hasty and tv ran- sr<T. 

^"""iHavcDTiMithci conduct, and treat them m the same ge- 
♦ert rcspMt of nerous and uptight manner as jou would 4uve 
i>cn With him them act towards you, as knoviing that yi yoni'^ VL S? 
seke\ <iho haze a supeiior I ord and Mankr m 
iht heazens^ whose authonty over you is niuch 
gi eater and tnoie absolute, than yours over any 
ot voui fellow cn*atures tf/w/,whatsoe\ci difter- 
ence there maj be in jour stations, tlu)e 7 s no 
K\p it of pe) sofiA ujth hwi t but he \vj>l admi- 
nistei the most >tiKtand impaitial ]u slice, and 
shew that he letncinbers thecij of the oppress- 
ed, though men may consider them, on account 
the uiteriorjty of thejir circumstances, 4s be- 
Idw thcii regards ' ^ 

lMPRO\ f MINT. 

1 1 matt 1 ol thanlvlul ackiiowbdgment, \hat God eondc- 
s( t lids 1(1 Ills woid 10 gne us paiticular instructions, sum d to the 
MHumstames in whicli we are respectively placed (.bildi^n 
uid s( I vants aie not foi xottin. I et them attend to those gia- 
ioiis Kssons which aie hue given bj the supreme Parent and 
i\fistcr, who while he teaches the in, pleads then cause, and in- 
j)( se Im> IihtIi .uthoiiij to > indicate ihciu iiom oppression 
* u t 

Ml h 01 the happiness of socuty evidently depc'nds on the 
It nip id < undue t of tlio e who an plate'll 111 these lowvi rtla-\cj 1 
1 ^ children then foie k itn to be subject to their pa- 
u I Is wnli all ebuilul and liuiiible inspect, fioin a sense of the; 
u I 111 ihl n( s of the <oinuiand, and of the' goodness which has 
II IK \( i su ii a pionuse to it a piomise which shall still no 
^ rtu 'eiou>, sj fji as long life would be inched 1 blessing to a 
p'oijs I bihi 

let u \ lilts, w ith all godly simplicity and upi ightness of heart, 5 
lev ere the authoiiLy of Chiist in them that are their masters ac- 
oidiniJ to the flesh , and exeicisea good conscience towards them 0 
upon all occasions, not only when under their eye, but in their 
vibsuicL , well knowing that God is always present, and alvavs 
itu nti\ c to the conduct of even lational cieaturc m wli itsoevci 7 
1 ink I ct tliem cheush that inu^aid good will and henevolence 
lieut, which leiidcis tvi ly act of scnvice unifoirn and steady, 

»n<l make > it 111 i cj< grec obliging, even when pei lornitd by those 
tioin whom authority inighL have c'xtorted it And let the ccr.^ 
tain and inipoitaiit reward that wil* assuredly lollow eveiy good 

•ina r tand it, t€ i (hii^c cncri to /w' M»V and mil In no' n t/ i then 

I ill ji isbi III tie ttid rt(7 c If} s s \ il I \ beture 1 J Ui)i it u o 

t ivi 11 lb (} i isif iuni « 11 ti rii 
(. )i iUut., iud (.ill t I iC t > I M I 



176 The apostle ur^es them to be strong in the Lord, 

sFcT. action, whether threat oi small, and whether pei formed by per- 
XH sons 1 1 moie elevated or interior stations ot life, animate us all 
VO a Aea’ous diligence in well-doing, whatever discouragemen** 
imv at'present attend us 

And as to those who bear the superior relations in lilc, let them 
\ci»c 4 rcmembei, that the command of a much higlu r paient and loid 
requires also ot them a tc nder regard to their inferiois I et pa* 
lents therefore govern their own passions, that thej may not ter- 
ritv and oppiess the tendir spiritj> ot their children, oi it they 
are othei wise thantendn, may not ttath them an evil lesson 
igiinst thernseh'es, and b\ their own ixample strengthen them 
. ni those excesses which ma} bo a disgrace and detriment to the 
family, and may, when age has broken all tlu vigour ot the pa- 
rental^ bung down their grev hairs with soirow t die giavt A 
const untiousi caic to educate and tram them up in the nuiturc 
and admonition of the Lord if duly attended to, will teach a 
hettt r conduct, and the meekness and gentleness ol Christ will 
have an happy iiffluence on both 

And, finally , let the thought > of that great impartial Slaster in 
ludvf n, awe masters on eaiih, and the expectation, the ceit iiii 
expectation of giving an account to him, engage them to make 
the yoke of servitude, vvlmli God has been pleased to lav on 
those who arc nevertheless the ir biethren, as light and casv as 
they can , choosing, even when they might command '^viih an 
thonty, rather with love to euticat, not doing oi saynv, >nv 
thing unnecessarily rigorous or severe, not threatening, icvili i , 
OI leproaching, but ticating then *^tivaiiis as those whom tluy 
consider as partakers with them in the same liopc, or whom 
they earnestly (It sire by ail prudent condescension and it nder 
ness to lead into the way oi salvation. 

SI CT Xllf 

» 

The apostle conchdt " the epntle ~iith tojvif them papa e tot 
a itrthuou^ tombcU with t> ti tpiiitual euonies, htj pn hup on 
th( whole armou) oj OoU, and faimstly et hoi Imp ^him to 
fervency m piatfcr, ha } eiomnunds himulf to then lemem* 
hi ance at the throne of qi ace 1 ph VI \Q, to the end. 

^ IPIU-slAN.VI 10 

ttCT JT HAVE been exborttn^ you to a faitlirul pei- piN'VLLY mi iif** 
:*iu formaiice of rtiatne dutie*!, ami us to uhat ^ ‘hwn, be ^lI0IHf 
repuittls, myhreihun,siDcee\ery relation in life 
\l 'lO with It corrcspondint diitici, and 

* will require ^ ipour and u solution in the diM 'larqc 

ol tbi ni, whate\fr tiieit fore be th^ cHcnnistauct. 



nnd ihetvs the dij^cnlitf of the Chustian iearfare. 177 

»r ihe''toid and H> or Situation you aie in, let me beseech you, not srrr. 

“-“'y strength, but be strong in xnr, 

the Lord^ and in the power of his mighty confide 
in Ills omnipotent protection, and fix yeur de- 
pendence on the p:tace he is so ready to commii- ' ’ ® 
nicdte to us, to support us in every service and 
11 Put on thetitiuggle to which we are called And since 11 
Ood, that >0 inavbe *'■ ^ hticnuous » irfare in 'Which you are en- 

abit to stand asaiDst Rag<*d, put OH the complete armour of God, ^ that 
the niiea of the de glotious dress SO necessary for you, and so con- 
” ducive to y out ornament and safety ; that ye may, 

in ( oiisequence of it, he able to stand against all 
. the subtile methods and artifices tf the dent, 

\ against all the ambushes he may lay for you, 

‘'hqd all the rage and fury with which he may at- 

tack you 

nolaSnsTfleXa'Id' , t^c Warfare WO are carrying on, oui \o 

blood, but again t Contention ts not with flesh and 

prIn^p^llt^c«,a,,^lu^t blotid alone; not merely with human ad versanes, 
oMh^^ however powerful, subtle, apd cruel ; not onij 
this woHd] renmininij coiruptious of animal natme, 

' which often give u& such painful exercise, but 
we are caHed to wrestle and contend with saga- 
cious and might) spirits, once ranked among 
celestial principalitnsj though now degraded by 
their apostasy to be cbiels in hell , and xtnfh 
poutrsj that emjiloy thejr utmost strength to rum 
us, and that still ket p their regular subordination, 
that their efforts of mi&chiet may be more effec- 
tu il we contend mth those who are the rule) » 
of the darkim!^ fthis age and world w ho ha\e 
long usurped a dominion over it, and who in the 
piesentage hold men in the chains of hereditaiy 
supeistition and destructive errors, which have 
been delivered down tp them through ujany 

* The complete am<m of Gotl ] The as we must always fate the enemy, »^r 
word ID the orififial is WdwowXta, which we shall presenily lie open and ha\e no 
include^ ati sorit <if armour ^ whothetr of- defence front danger 
tensive or defenswe , consisting lu the ^ lhetuhr$of ^dBrlntsst^ihsmyild \ 
exercise of all those Christian graces This and the foUoaing clause Dr Whub) 
whifh wt art furnished with by Ood, to eaplalns in his paiaphrave, ‘ofthovoe I 
be made Ubc of in his strength, as well to ** tpmts thiA rule in the faf athen nations 
annoy the enemy a<« to defend ouueivi^s which are yet in dmknti and “ of 
md It appears bv the particular de^onp- those that have thur Nations in re 

tion which the apostle here proceeds to gimifof the mr * But 1 do not scr 

gi^eofit, to be a euU of amour hvery anv foundation for such a distinction, 
wxy compleUi and propedy adapted lo and therefore hate not intimated u M> 
the defence of rirr/ pen t , though, as some the paraphrase 
bseive, none is prttided for the 
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They must put on the whole amour of Godt 

8WT. succeeding generations; and a’tM who i.»irituai 

became authors and abettors even »“ higl* 

while they abode m Aral <;«/y [p/attx,'] where ^ 

VI 12 ‘he> lebciled against the God of heaven, and 
dicw in multitudes, who were before holy and 
happy spiiits, Intake pait with them in then 
iingiat/ lul and impious revolt With these arc 
we struggling for tlut gieat cdestial pii/e which 
ihey base for r ter lost , and their nature, expe- 
rientr, and situation, gave them most toimid- 
ahlc advantages against the weak children of 
men, sui rounded with so uiiny examples of e vil, * 

ISand with such powerful temptations to it On ijvyhm tort take 

f/tis mount then let me pnrsuemy exhoitaiion, ' ' 
that y e w ould e unto you the tompleU a) moi n 

of Ood, that so yi, itioy be Able to xotthslond all «itt timi m w ivit 
these stiong and malicious enemies wtAefWrfi/y ‘“'•'oiufcdunf 
of extic mt St danger, and having done all, hav iii^ 
exdUd voinsclves to the utmost, which indeed 
It will he absolutely necessary for you to do, ye 
iniv Ik found at last, when your waifare is ac- 
( oniphshed to >>tand victorious and tiiumphant 
1 Wioid 111 a constant riMdnirss toi the i isund thnef rr, 

< iicounter, as good soldieis ol Jesus Christ, hav~ ''“''"s ' " ' "" 

in^ your Ions suded about aith the strict! st 

Z/i/Z// uj)n^htiicss and sincerity of heart, 

which will give a steadiness and nnifoimit) to 

> our conduct, and sei\c, as a girdle docs, to 

brace oh the other parts of joar arrooin, and 

‘'S J Ju,ifed iW f hi n filly \ «C€r ] I Hovi ^ you7 on nil ih i fl 
I 1 t umcnlnt pc tiai in tt form t tth'\ Jttas tten bc(.u obsir\c 1 , that 
oi u X. k\piPb ion in Mic ni^inil, 't m v the mlKtarv pirille wa lu ti nl\ in ornt 
/ V tti -ffof ar »v 0 r \hi h nu nt, but 1 dtb n t, is it In I tin rrapm^, 

M* I fkt Ins pirii tiastd, “ th spin* jjinis ftliejmi ui 'ind kept tlitm < U 
‘ III nianagf rs ol tl < pp biliun to the md steady is well is f ililn d tb I nib 
I kingdom I f ( >d * Tbti ii no ^nbt of those that wore it, and r iidt red thtin 
I It r fer® i » thov rc \oItt 1 tcUl pi» more \it irous ind lit fci acti n — I li 
Tti* who are ontinuallv cnapcjil in chief d fhuiliy here is to kn^vi, tthetbf*i 
piupigatin}' «/o/;tw But lir Ivoodwin f/t/A rifcis to tne trttt principles oi reh 
woul I I ndci the l 4 st words, v at tnnoA gtori, or to tniegr ty in our conduct j and 
> <, f ufUiienly thmgi, iS Mgnif} in„, bow, ou tiu utter niterprctition to keep 
that W€ tir<» ilt iiih //cm to secure t our it distinct frwi the breast~pl h oj nghie 
^Lties tho»e cpiitiual and tern li blessings ou nv\^ or on the foi tn^i from th€ shield 
(fwhi(hthe> MOutdtnd aiour tudcprue (/faith But it «^een 9 s probible to nit 
»ib ^ t bis \\ i iki, \ ot 1 p 45 Ihaie th it it mav rati er signify some j 
liiiiti d at this, but cannot thii k it i pio fh mind, as alt the jtber imtb of thi ji 
j»f r tian<tUfi n the ( onnevir n and ler mmr epumeritid do, and tin n it must 
ion 1 hii^e i lto«tr1 Ncun& much more rtfertn that npri^hluu and sinceuty ol 
iiitiiral ind (a y * Ijity wfrcu intention, which pi odin esrtgAft / r 
‘ It < ind bv that tt iAaiui4 fell ft >01 in ho|\ and equitable coiidutC, as it» 

pr prer fruit 
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and their feet shod with tht preparation of the gospeL 179 

and on th( keep them all in then propei places, and put^ 

coutnels^,^^ plate of luinei'bai rukUous 

nessy or a constant rei»di(l to the practice ol ho- 
linesb in the si^ht oi God, and ot jusy^c and > 
intosrntj HI the Vfchole ot \our d alin^fs viith 
youi tellow i loatiin s, wlm h,lilve i hu ist piati , 
will dotend jour \itaK at^aiiist ininv a duiL^cr- 
i*» And \ourffc€t ous thrust ot the cnem\ .Jnd hi uiu^ yoiu fcti i 
sbol with thtiHcpd d tilth tht piepauition of If &ospil ptuLty 
ori?au* pt acetal and bt oevoknt ti mpe i 

winch is so much recommendtd by tlie gospei 
as an essential uait ot t le Chiistuin charactei, 
and whicl), like the boots wqrn by soldici'<, 
wdlbciryou unhurt through the many difli- 
•s^ultiis and trials whicb^^ like sharp pom ud 
tnoins, may he in your way, and dmgeiouslv 
m tak ohsti act your pi ogress \nd upon all f /luc i i 
faith wherewith \t to youischcs the uupeneti ihic s///c/a 01 

shall bt lilt tj a stcadj faith in the threat promises an i piin- 
•jut » h ill th ur\ ^ jrospel,* \/unbi/. il It be ki pt in 

iu ly exert loc, yc ^hall be alne ciloctiullj to 
quench all the fuiy daits of the tUL^td o//t, 
those fuiious suggestions which he niiy some 
tunes dischaigc into the min I, like so main 
envenomed airowsoi daits, which kindle In tht 


' r prep rati ntf tie qf ptace "I 
Mr 1 j k< in ileistuuN hv this, “ lu hi 
hit ii I to w Uk III tic wa> of 
‘ tht, [lI t fK h ” -IN ifitwtfK n 
tf nd d lb 1 / /ill n tiuii 1 1 obey all 

Its prcc pt I lit t int It c lidntiy ip 
pLdt'i 1 1 h( dcbi^iu i III ip linthr rn 1 1 
net to point i l the / / vatffm which 
till y / m ik Im 1 dciiiiit bv thit 

pea) f j whicl It b ) Hentiiihcb 

and I 1 1 1 it b ot which i 1 take it to * 
b th blit t th 1 1 ue, 1 h explain 
cd It 111 the pinphnsi , though othcis 
cnoo ( ti uuderstmd it of tint cm S 
deruc which is inspired b\ the Win 
coi]Su)uence of the peace it ebtdbh&hi s 
betw ( f n Cod and the <ioul 
f Lpon ill tiKm^ the dnild of 

iith] Oui ti iiislators rend i it fuW 
//^J hut a i pori] answers host t > the 
partiile vi here used^s ) itUst c\pres<>es 
tiip 'lUnxion ti the situation ui Me v/i W/, 
lb c )\( ring the ether pieces ot atm ut ^ 
whiih has htic & bcautitiil proprict> , as 
tntk rtgkitotsness t^ndpeats, aic bhetter- 
fd (as It wtiL,)by fnM,fiumth« absiiiUs 
hi h oTh rwisc mi(rht oscrbeai them 
* tj III fit *lejie y <f ( e Jici 


cion ] Dr < j id win and in in \ oUit 
supp bC th It tl t 1 ) Mic here rcfcis ti m 
ail untustoui still pr uil ngim ru tl 
If duns ind othci lMrhtrou'« nati >n» t 
dip their ar t in the hlotd oi t^ill ot 
api axid viftti oiothtr; t pit| t 
lati ns, which Inc the blj I t tl j c wh> 
are w unde I with them, i i iai u i xqui 
eit piin ail I m ike the! ast v > n I an 
ta! dll Is mil ( rtek wutLi till u t« it 
It wis usual Kr soIdKis to hue niiliU 
made of 1 iw iiidis, wt idi luiim lidttl\ 
quenched ilum fSec Goodwill b C h 1 1 t 
1 1 ht, p 10 ’ It is alb) c itain ihit 
soim aiDWb wer dis lurcid with > 
s:r(dta\el (ity, that tlic\ fired ii th ir 
passage hut though in ominoiied 
this could seldom bipfii), n n woili 
IhoP thus be much prohahilitv Mui t 
re-iching the niaik, > tt 1 1 ut hinted at 
U 111 the pirqihia I in all sion t > ti e 
sudden and surpii&ing vial iice it s 
tami,al suggebli >n'< — Miaik'wcHi i 
wuh burning ll*x wripped ib it them 

Wife tike Use onietimeb uccJ, ( < } i 
phtl c\ flei d in I ) h l tl i«i \ 
ihniU to tire ph « x I i t in tl i 
la k of p^r ns al i 



180 He ethorts ihem to the continual exercise of prav^. 


^1 ( T. swiftnes** of their passage y/wrf take also the AnJ tak> ibe 
fff'hdmtfoj ^ahatun, that cheerjil hope of com- 

delivtranco and Gtcinai happiricjss, which Spint, ^hich lithe 
vull cov/'r join head in the day of battle, and t od 
«i\c }Ou a w( II giounded boidTness and confi- 
(knt % which will git ally conduce to ^our suc- 
^ ess and brandish in jour hands the sword ojt 
'/e Spirit^ -uhich is iht "lord of irod^ those do- 
tUwitioiis o{ his word and gospel which his 
Spirit has inspired, and hj a hrm conhdence ui 
which jou will be able, not only to defend 
yourselves, but to repel your adversaiies 
18 And, finally, to add efficacy to*Bll these, be is Puyingnlwiv* 
tontniuallypraywgj mike it A constant |)ait of p***}*?** 

yoiH dail} tvoik, and' he ftequeirtlj amidst ay 
\oiir labour^and cares lifting up your hearts fo ihLiLunto with all 
God in holy ejaculations, joined with all k\nd pt-rseveruuo, and 
of prayer and supplnahon in the feivcney of * 

jour own spii Its, under the influence of that 
I)n me Spn it whu h resides m you, to quicken 
\oin hearts, and which will engage you never 
10 lest contented in outward foims of uninean- 


jDjj and Inpoditical devotion , and joii de- 
site It inaj Ik; c tu il, b still iiat him^ therC’- 
unto Kith all pustteiarnty^ and importunate ar- 
<loiir ol miucl, )Oirnnj; to these petitions such 
i nnest mtcices'^ion (fnd dihction^e^ itnpphtaf ion 
to all ike satfihy the princijdes of our leh- 
gion dictate, and as may suit the relations, in 
wliicli we respectively stand 

AnJ oai titular ly let me mi treat your piajers siMHorm tint 
formr \oxxx faithful minij. i and apostle, 
being loosid tiom mj bonds a door of miv i«ii n\ m nth 

may be opined, and free liberty of expression btldJy, u maU 
^ii en to that 1 mry open tnif mouth u ilh all 
confidence and boldness in that important cause 
wherein I am engaged, so as to make known in 


U uki zwif there mbt % fh til ^ter eve* 
ranee j Ruhop W expliins this (lo 
Ms in iti^e on Pi^yfr, p ) of im- 
1 fjiliff, t e jjt (It prayLr\^)/ f oofirmal 
K I e, anti ht niig np lit nurt* n ils tOr 
tWrP -i's to Cr<d bv leadinir, conv€fSf»* 
rltii mt^jUtion iScC — C/Hipai 
on Pint i\ t 

« i«d / ir I ft t*Jf ^or mi ] Mr Black* 
^ ill o^^sfMrs thittli piifnh ^oine- 
l Hf'. »unifi(S / ir la /y, or e t'ecicUly, 

»j id ^ 1 4 ji (.« & p ss tp puri >«‘C 


from proper Uionties Sactrd Claxsics, 
Sol I p 144 

^ fhat utterance mtiif he iven to me ] 
7hii may perhapH refw to home tnfndi* 
merit in his spec (.h, qfir atht i impirfutm f, 
in the minm r ot hix atldrc^s wIjk h ino^ht 
be a diMoiirracaicnt to Paul in his 
picichiogr aiKi hct-in tb hai« an ill «m 
pttt on the ^uceexh of it. Cotnpan not ^ 
on S Cor sii. 7, Vol IV p /rJ, am* 
note ** on CVal it 14 p J 



He refers ‘ihe^ to %CkieUijor an aceouM^fhe qfairs, If I 

fcnofta the OtfsUsty the most eflfectual manner the mystery of the gos- sect.,' 
'ifthefospci: ' jjy going on to preach the' ansearchable 

riches of Christ, and stedfastly maintaining what 
I before have taught, of the Gentiles b^iftgcalU vi. ’*9. ' 
cd to all the privileges of the gospel-covenant ; 

20 For which I For whkh, through the resentment of the Jew- 20- 
am au ambawador gegjots I am now a prisoner at Rome, where 

I'l' iTav’speakbSd- I discharge my embassy in a chain;^ that, how- 
ly, as t ought to socver I may seem to be entirely in the power 
•xjicak. of my enemies, and have already sufiered so 

much for my zeal for the truth, /»<oy have fijr- 
iber opportun^y to speak boldly tlur^n, as I 
] ought to speuili in otd^r to approve my fidelity 
\ to God , and my sinoore affection to the sduls of 
■ Sjncii. (Compare Cd. tv, 3, 4.) . . 

21 ButthatyeaiOT \ j jggjgt ]{|gge|y'on my own per- 2 l 

<hi«, oThow’r do' sonal concerns; for that ye also may know the 
Tychicus, a beidved things that relate to me, [attd] tehat lam doing 
brother, ud faithful Rome Tychu'us, n behved brother, and 

SmakekDoln‘to/"‘W«^ minisUr and fellow-servant in tlie work 
you all things: of the Lord, shall by my direction /t/Z/y t«- 

22 Whom I have f^rtnyou : Whom itideed I have sent with this 22 

rtal ep‘«i« bo you/or thievery purpose, that ye might 
ye might know our motG particulsurlv know froni him ujkGt rtiut^s 
aiiairs, and that he (jy the report which through the 

I.ofm.''''”^"* «i«ne gooduess he will be able to make, he 
may comfort .your hearts as to the grief and 
trouble you are utider for mej^and may encour- 
3i:ge you to stedfestness in the guspd. 

2r> Peace he to the I condude.with my most affectionate and ar. j,-; 
brethren, and love (]ent uravors, that peace and all prosperity in 
with faith fr<jir. <:od | ^ |y ^ gU brethren 

Lord Jf*bHs Chiidi. that arc with you ; and that tlie Uve ot Oocl lU 
Christ, attended with a fervent love to one ano- 
ther, may bo ^bed abroad in your hearts, toge- 
ther with a plientiful increase and oonfirmation of 
fmthmd every other grace /r<7w God the Va-^ 

* It dischiirc6 Mu emhasiy In a cAain.] cred, the apostle 5 ccms to refer to the out - 
Soioo would render vr^to’Swta'tv / fage that was dbne tp his Diviue Alasit ' 

grow old in a c/iaia,. (compare PUIem. ver. la this violation of his liberty. 

9. where Ilfu/Xo; sigoifips Paul «» Tyckicus, a hehwd brother, &c. | lIs' 

the a^'ed i j but it i-* certain, that the com- was one of Paul’s friends and icHow-U 
mon "version of Uiia pasaage may be jus- boorera, and had been hw companion \n 
tilled.— Few need to bo.told* that it wos the last interview he had withnhe eld<^l^ 
usual among the Kooians to chain the of Bphesue, when he sent for them to 
prisoner*^ right-arm .to the left-arm of oomp to him at Miletus. SoeAciixx. I 
the soldier that guarded himj but as the 17, and note ^ on vcr. 4, Vol. III. p. -'Po 
persons of ambassadors were always sa- 



1S2 and ddses the epuik tvitk a henedictM 

sFcT the) t a)id hom the Io)d hsus Chml And <•« b^»jth 
Mil nia\ this ^)ace, with all the blessed fimts of it, 

"“ not oiil> \oe\ ti ith \ ou, but maj it richly abound Mnctntj Amen 
io all II Lvei> place that Itne our Laid Jtsm 
Ch) )<>( VI u)ue) ity znd incorruptiun of heart," 
iliat in inspned with i tiuc afici.tioti to him, 
and tioni tbit lo\c dtairc iaithfull) to sent him 
JVUH 

IMPROV FMFNT 

In the luart of cveij ( hristian soldier be at once awakened, 
and animated, b) the important charge which the apostle here is 
(as It were) still sounding m our ears. 11c knew th«r weakness 
ot the Chiistian, and the dangers of his wa} , how hnsulhciciit 
fd| the spiritual warfaie we are in ourselves, and liiat out only 
\er lO sftenqth is in the Lo7d, and in the ptrve) qf hi/nns,ht, bj whom 
alone we can be kept in safety, and may be made even moiL 
than unqunois in all things and therelou pointing us to this, 
at the same time that he sets foith the diflnult} ot tlie combat, 
ind sounds a chat ge to the battle, he shows us the provision 
11, lirindc toi uui detence, and calls ns to put on the complete armour 
ot God, an irmoiir tint will scive foi overj pait, that will sop 
pl\ us both with oth nsivt ind dclmsivc iteapoiis, and help us to 
withstand, and evin to surmount, the gicatcst opposition I et 
us sic to It then tint wc j ut on, and that we luc it all 

\n I have we not iiioiuh to engage us to it, when wc tonsidi i 
that our enemies are giOtt and inan>, that thet are restless and 
unwt nied in thc'tr malice, and that then subtihv is incuniciv- 
12,iblf ? Heshand blood h'lth too trequentl} woisitd us how then 
shall wc stand agunst piineipalities and powers, against the iu> 
his of the darkness ot tins world, and against spirits ot wicked- 
n ss w r o make it still their business to draw otbeis into that spi- 
rituil wickedness wIikIi tin were first so daiing as lu shew m 
ht iviiilj plates^ It will hi impossibl Wt should at in\ tunc bt 
if( tioinduigci, itivii) direction here gi\ 111 be notdili^i ntl} 
iitendid to, a id havHi<»sach nuinciousand might} liostot cne- 
iK's eombiii 1 against us, wi never shall be able to withstand and 
I Mncieomc tliun, if the girdle ot truth be loosened, if the breast* 

" lha* I eoirl rd Jestts Ch *tzi ting on false pr tcnces and maj njtli 

erf j \ r I ck explains the word g idtpropn t\ Imndento d '^sa|^enc^il 

j X t luha/ itas bvuul J prexcut dcs riptun ofatrue C 1 n tun \ihI itis 

111 n z aQ;f>>tbiui, with the g pel nnndist indeed that when&ue\(.r this 

which T is ivQt ig^inc , and niipht reodf r infeii^ ted I u t Chmt prt \ ills there w 11 
It mcdrcfnal (C >rnpai<* Oal v i) of courbe be all the tferes nttal pii 
Dut It beeni ritbci to ^xpess tha^ z/i* of the Ciiiixtim chiraeter 
t ^hi tAS if he t XI In li is i pposed to pi t 
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pl^ce of iighteousness, be not put on, if the pieparation of the si^ct. 
gospel of peace do not secure our steps, it the helmet ot sdl\a- 
tion do not guard our bead, if the shield of faith be not our ‘ 
shelter, and the svrord of the Spintour weapon. And vainly shall 
wc labour to obtain this armoui^by any other method, it tei vent [3 
prater and supplication in the Spirit, under the aids and inilu- ^ 
dues of his grace, bo not addressed to the God of heaven, whose 
woik and whose gift this celestial armoui is so that it evtr w(' 
would ha\e it, and would use it right, let us persist 111 seeking it 
with hol^ importunity and perseverance, and the desired answei 
shall not always be denied. 

To coi^iucfe, Let us often think of the apostle Paul, as dis-20 
charging iks embassy 111 a chain, that we may learn to submit to 
whatever c^Tronts and injuries, whatever hardships and suflerings, 
we may be Co^^fd to endure on the account of rehgion; concern- 
ed about notliinx so much as that we may approve our fidclitj 23 , 24 
ID tiic sight of God, and loving tbe Lord Jesus Christ in sinceri- 
ty, may be partakers of the blessings of his grace, with all that 
have a tiue affection to bim« All that appear to be of such a 
chaiacter, let us ever most affectioiiauly loy e, whatever their 
particular sentiments or forms ot worship may be, aiul a shaic 
of this merej and favour, with all tlu blessed fruits of pi ace 
and prospentj, ofloye and faith, shall be infallibly out own, 
and be communicated in a ijch abundamt to us liom God the 
lathe-, and from the Lord Jcsu«» C In st Amen. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 

OK THE 

EPISTt.E TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 


I "'HE Cliristian religion was first planted at Philippi 
by the apostle Paul, about the year ol our Lord 51 1 
\\ ho, having (as the history of the Acts informs us, chap, 
xvi.) made a progress through Galatia and Phrygia, and 
intending to pursue liis tour through Bithynia, was admo- 
nished in a vision to go over to Macedonia. ’ And being 
arrived at Philippi, which was a city in the first part of 
that province, and a Roman colony (see vol. 111. § iJG, 
note^ and*A, p. 236 ), he, with his companions, I'imuthy, 
Luke, and Silas, spent some days there in preachirf^the 
gospel. During his stay here, he converted l^ydia, and 
cast out a spirit of divination from a damsel; which so 
enraged her masters, who made a considerable advantage 
of it, that they stirred up the inhabitants, and threw 
Paul ami Silas into prison: from whence however they 
were miraculously delivered, and the jailor witli all his 
houfic converted to the Christian faith. Though the 
apostle soon afii'r left the city, Luke and Timothy con- 
tinued there some time longer, to carry on tlie work he 
had so sncce.ssfully begun: and this no doubt w'as one 
reason that induced him to fix upon the latter, us the 
most proper person to visit the Pbilippians in his a!>- 
.sc'iice, of w hose afl'ection for them, and concern for their 
intcre.sts, he takes particular notice, .[chap. ii. 19 — 22 .) 
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That the apostle .hiti^self made these Christians a sc- 
roiul visit, is plaiii"from Acts xx» 6, though we are not 
informed of any particulars relating to it;* and it is at 
least Highly probable, (for reasons to be given below), 
that he saw them agait> after thisepistle was sent: indeed 
the peculiar affection ihd respect they seem to htivc 
discovered for the apostle, as well as the sufferings to 
which they had been exposed, by their faithful adherence 
to the gospel, (chap. i. 28—50.) entitled them to some ■ 
di.stinguiisheil.jregard|&ft besides the present V acknow-' 
ledp;cs lo hav^repeivfea ^onvt^^^ by the ha/ds ofEpa- 
phfibditus’ (chap:*.i^/ 18), i^ore thai)A>nce before 

g^aetrodslyiisnntribiited^to 'ui^^^pf)^^^ during his 
residence' ainongstlhrj^er apdfricHiKf societies, (ib, v. 15, 
lb.) And from somp, hinistiiaf-are dropt in this epistle, 
we may gather, that they had taken an opportunity of 
expressing, in the strongest and most affectionate terms, 
their sympathy- with the .apostle under his confinement, 
and their concern lest it should affect the interest . of re- 
ligion, and prevent the spread of the gospel.' ft is no 
wonder if such proofs of the sincerest friendship, and the 
di,scovery of so excellent a temper; shouhl deeply affect 
so .pious ajpd benevolent a heart as St. Paul’s ; and ac- 
..C!.pfdilip^gly his epistle breathes throughout, the Avarmest 
gratitude and most disinterested affection.' ' 

Ajito the date of>his epistle, it appears from ihc 
apostle’s bw'n words (chap. i. 7, 13; iv. 22), that it was 
wrote while he was a prisoner at Rome ; and, from the 
expectation he discovers (chap. ii. 24), of being shortly 
released and restored . to them again, compare<l with 
Phileroi ver 22, and Heb. Jtiii. 23, where he expresses 
a . Hike ^tqpectation in yetstr 9 i^r:terms; ilis ’dxtremely 
pfobablg^hat this ephstlp waj^ -w'rbfe 'tbWai^s the close 
of his impH^nment^ and .sent Hbout th^ .same time 
with the Epistles to the Colossiaps, the Ephesians, and 
.j^hilemon, w’hich (as has been already^pWn in the In-, 
troduction to the Ephesians, p. 82-) jsi tHe year of 
bur I^rd 63, add the ffth of 4he Empefdr Ker<» ' (See 
^Iso' Vol. III. 4 60, note g, p. 4Qj1;) 

, The aposlle’sy^sigu in this epistle ^vhieh is quite of 



0 the Epistle to the Pkilippians, ' 18 § 

thf practical kind,) seems to be, ** to comfort the Phi- 
‘'iipptans, under the concern they had expressed at 
“ the news of his imprisonment; to check a party spi- 
“ rit tliat appeals to have broke out among them, and 
to promote, on the contrary, an entiie union and 
*' harmony ot aifcction ; to guard them against being 
“seduced fiom the purity of the Chiistian faith, by 
“ Judaiting teaclun; to support tliem under the trials 
“ with which they stiuggled; and, above all, to inspire 
• “ them yith a concern to adorn their profession, by 
“ the mos. eminent attaimnents’in the divine {ife.’' 

The apostle, after his usual salutation (in nhich he 
joins Timothy’s name with his own,) begins with assur< 
mg the Pliilippians, in the most expressive language, of 
his affectionate regard fof them, ami solicitous concern 
for their religious interests; acknowledging, with the ut* 
mo'it giatitudc, the goodness of God in calling them 
to partake w’lth him in the blessings of the gospel, and 
piaying for their faither improvement in knowledge 
and holiness; chap. i. 1 — 11. And, to remove the ap- 
prehensions they were under from the news of his im- 
pnsonment at Rome, which seemed to wear so fatal an 
aspect on the interest of religion, he informs them, that 
even this event had, under the direction of Providence, 
been over-iuled for the service of the gospel; while the 
honest xtal of some, and the envious, contentious spirit 
of others, both conciirri'd in advancing the same cause; 
and, notwithstanding all the opposition that vv'as made 
to him, he declares his cheerful hope and confidence, 
that in every situation of life, and even in death itself, 
he should be still honoured as the instrument of pro- 
moting this great object of his wishes; ver, 13 — ^90, 
In this connection it was natural for him ta express the 
strong desire he felt of being with Christ in that better 
world, where he should receive the blessed fruits of bis 
labours: and, after describing the struggle he found 
within himself^, between his earnest longing after that 
felicity, and his solicitude for their farther estahh'sh- 
ment in religion, hb declares his readiness to continue 
here for the service of his Master, and their spiritual 
voc V. 
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advantage j and entreats them, that, while lie did so, }ic 
might have the joy to hear that, though he was absenf, 
they ^maintained the honour of their Christian charac- 
ter, both for piety and courage ; ver. 2 1 — 30. 

The apostle, having given the Philippians these gene- 
ral admonitions to maintain a conduct worthy of the 
gospel, proceeds to exhort them, in the most solemn 
and pathetic manner, to the particular exercises of una- 
nimity and candour, and a tender care for the interests 
of each other; which h^„ enforces by the generous and 
condescending love of our blessed Redeemer j^^on whose 
• humiliation and exalted state be expatiates witli great 
warmth and energy, urging them to a due improvement 
of these subliine discoveries by a holy caution and cir- 
cumspection in their whole deportment, and a life of 
the most exemplary virtue; which, as it would most evi- 
dently conduce to their own hajipiness, and the honour 
of their religion, w'ould also make a glorious addition to 
his joy and triumph at the great day, by alYording so 
convincing a proof of the success of his labours; chap, 
ii. 1 — Id. And, as a f’artlier instance of the slrenglh of 
his alfcction and coiu crn for their happiness, he assures 
them, that he shrtnid oven rejoice in the view of .'aeri- 
ficing his'life for theij- atUantage: and since, for the 
present, his cireuinslances would not allow him to gra- 
tify the earnest d<iisirc he felt of inhninistering personal 
consolation an<l instriu.tion to them, he promises to 
send Timothy very soon to supply his phice; who, on, 
account of the particular aifection he had discovered for 
.that church, .and the a.sbidiiity with which lie assisted 
the apostle in his lisst puaqhing the gospel there, was 
of all others the most proper to be employed in such 
an .otlice.. Yet he intimates a strong persuasion, that 
he should himself be soon released from his imprisoii- 
ihciit, a.nd have the pleasure of seeing them once again : 

. however, as they stood in need of present support; mid 
Timotliy could not immediately undertake the journey, 
he tells them he Had commissioned Epaphvoditus, by 
whom he sent this letter, to assure fhem of his kind re- 
' iricinbrance ; an.d to induce thein to pay the greater rC- 
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gard to his messenger, he gives an affecting account of 
his late sickness, and ardent love to the brethren ; vcr. 
to the end. . . 

flaving thus sufficiently testified the sincerity of his- 
regards for them, the apostle goes on to guard them ' 
against the influence of some factious, turbulent per- 
sons, who had disturbed the peace of the church by 
their furious zeal for the observauce of the Jewish ri- 
tual ; and exliorts them in opposition to all such pro- 
•tences, to, fix their whole dependence on Christ, and hfe 
gospel; which he assures them he.. hitnseir. had ..done, 
though he liad more.tp gjory in with respect to Jewish' 
privileges and advantage^ than most of those' whp - va- , 
hied themselves so highly upoii thdm iXdibating'lh^m, 
from his own example; continually to aspire after high- 
er attainments in piety and virtue, as the only means 
of sectip'ing that complete felicity which the gospel pro- 
mises to’all its sincere votaries; chap. iii. 1-*— 14. jAnd 
as they had not yet attaineil to the jx'i’foction of the 
Clirjstian character, ho urges upon them, from the glo- 
rious hope of the resurrection, a holy and blameless 
temper, and heavenly conversation ; cautioning them 
again.st the bad example even ol some professing Cliris- 
tian.s, who brought destruction on themselves, and re- 
proach on religion, by the unsuitable manner in which 
they aclefi, vcr. 15, to the end; iv, 1. 

The a{)o.stle, having in the former part of the epistle 
recommended mutual forbearance, peace, and concortl, 
now desct ucl.s to some particular charges relating to the 
same subject ; and then proceeds to give more general 
exhortations .to Christian cheerfulness, moderation, 
prayer,' a bjchaviour universally amiable and praise- 
wortJiy, and an imitation, of the good example he had 
<!ndcaVoured to set'before them ; ver. 2 — 9. 

Towards the close of the epistle, he makes his ac- 
knowledgments, to the Philippians for the seasonable 
and liberal snpply they had sent him ; which he de- 
clares he rejbieed in priuOi pally on their account, as it 
was so convincing a prpof of thejr affection for him, 
and their concern for the support of^e gosjiel, whicli^ 
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be preferred far above any private secular interest of 
his own i expressly disclaiming all selfish, mercenary 
vicwr, and assuring them, with a noble simplicity, that 
he was able upon all occasions’ to accommodate his 
temper to his circumstances, and had learnt under the 
teachings of Divine grace, in whatever station Provi- 
dence might see fit to place him, therewith to he con- 
tent. After which,, the apostle, having encouragetl 
them to expect a rich supply of all their wants from 
their God and Fatlier, to whom he devouth ' ascribes* 
tbc honour of all, concludes with salutation^ from him- 
self and his friends at Rome to the whole church, and a 
solcmp bepedi'^tipn ; ver. 10, to the end. 



PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 
THE PHILtPPIANS. 


' S E C T. I. 

The introduction with th^ general salalatmiy suited to the views 
with which the apostle wrote. Phil. I. 1 — 11, 

PHIL.!. L , PH1LI|>PIANS I. 1. 

pATJL and Timo- Jimo/Z/y,’' being HOW providential- 

ihtMis, the «ei- I V together at Rome, botli through Divine 

traU^^he^^slhts'in faithful servants of Jesus c7irist,^znd 

Christ Jrsus. Isiiiiii desirous to promote his interest by their writ- 
ings^ where their other labours cannot reach, do 
hereby send their most affectionate Christian 
salutations to all the saintSy their holy brethren, 
in Christ Jesusy which are at Philippi, whoiU 

* Vmil and TwiolAy.] Paul might here * accounted for it, by obhervuag, that no 
thoo.se to join Timothy with him, as he objection had been made to hia charac- 
ijot only had attended the apostle iu bis ler at Thesaalonica Or Philippi ; And that 
gt’ucrar travel into these parts, but had having received a present from them, he 
assisted in preaching the gospel at Phi- might not seem to be btuuensomt as au 
lippi. Compare Acts Avi. 1, 3, I'i. ajtastle vf^Chist. Perhaps it rather was 

^ Tiie servants ^Jem^^hrist.] Some because Timothy or Silas, who were nei- 
liavc inquired why Paul does uot style ther of tbeondpoA'/Zey, are joined with him 
ijiuiself an apostle here, and in his tvTo here, and in the epi<itlcs to the Thessa- 
epistles to the Tbessaloniaus, and that lonians. But I think the question seems 
to Philemon, as he does in AU the other to have its foundation in curiosity laCher 
epistles that bear his niune ; and have than use, in loi:. 


SECT, 


Phil: 
1 . 1 , . 




U) i ■ SL l^diits Mitt dfionio the P 

SCOT. Goci hutli nniiiul to them in the bonds of one are at. Philippi, with 
roinmoii liiith. * And they greet \s)ith particular 
respect the bukops and deacuus of the society,’-' 
j* to wh6ni the oversight of it in the Lord is so pe- 
culiarly comriiilted ; wishing abundant success to 
tlicir labours in their respective and important 
offices; and wishing to every private Christian ^ Or:kco he unto 
..Mjler their care, whether personally known or 
unknown, p:r(tce even to you all, and perpetual from tiio i.oi-a Jcmis 
/ uecc, wiiii ev(‘ry attendant blessing GW, Christ. 

.who is now become our covenant-God and re- ^ 
coneilcd Faf/wr^ and from the Lord Jesus / 

Christy through whose' blood, righteousness, 

•and intercession, we are brought imo so happy 
a relation te him. ^ 

3 When I Paul am addressing a church dear to i thank my Ood 
me by so many bonds, and to whom I am iin- ^ranU'of yon^”^^ 
dcr so many distinguished obligations, it is lit I ’ 

fdiould assure you, {[idit I give thanks unto my 
(rody for such he is, and iTocollect it with iin- 
s])eakal)le delight in every mention of you; whe- 
ther before the throne of grace, or vvlicn con- 
4vcr:>ing vvitli my fcllow-Christians. And the 4 (Always mcvfry 
lonncr occasion ot mentioning you oltcn occurs: making u - 

for I am always in every prayer oj mine making quest with.ioy,) 
lnnni)le supplication Jor you ally and mingling, 
lhos(‘ intercessions with joy and praise, when I 
reflect cn that honourable profession which you 
make, and that steady and exemplary conduct 
by which you support and adorn k. 

5 Yes, my brethren, thengb several years are iiForyoin foliuw- 
since passed, I think myself obliged to blcssfjod, go&pei 

with all the united powers i/f niy soul, for your 
participation fwthc blessings oi the gospel y'^ from 

*'■ The bishops and deacon.'^.] As •iiis a coQtrarv, and, 1 think, a vtry unnatu- 
there iiiu-»t have been more than rai turn. Some thipk the deacons arc 
me hiJirp at Philippi, it has bcen'appi'e- inetitioiied as having been particularly 
hendt d,by ma.jy pious and learned men, ^ concfrnediii the liberal supply that was 
to be an intimation that there was then sent from this hurch to the aposiU^, which ‘ 
no difi'crence between bishops and pres- had been proi^ably collected by them, 
by ters ; all the presbyters of tliH church ^ TurticipiUien, in the f^ospd. ] Some by * 

having {as tb^^y. suppose) the' title given %oivmi(t m; to cvc^ye.Xtcv undcrstniwl their 
them here ofijlHshops overseer'^, orsu- mnmunkatmf^ samthirif! for th'xujpuftof 
perioci'qdantsj for this is what the word //ttfg»s/»e/,aodparticularly tothesupplyof 
:;iw "'jt beyond all controvcrs\ imports, the apofttlc^s necessities, rcferrcid to <'li;q>. 
Dr. \Vhitb\ (in his note on this placo) iv. lt», and 2 Cor. xK 0; but iopaftirkt ., 
..•ilitUy .Inserts this interpretation, and mid to cuwiwMrttca/tf, arc words of different 
V. Kioto-*' Uiaf which would give the words sign^ffcation, and it is evident that t}ie 



tie eSprhse/l 


r&r 


10 


Vfiii, will ptTfiirm it 
until tin* c\y olMesun 
Clirist : 

r. 


*7 Fa’ch as it 


from the first day un- yjrfi/ day my preaching it among you, sect/ 
til now: , though soon attended witli menaces and insults, 

^ scourging and imprisonment ; and to praise him 

for that establishment and increase which he 
• hath been pleased to give to the seed*that was 

\ sown, and whidi his grace maintains even 

fi Bi'ing ronfident Tiow. And hc will Still maintain it, for [/ am] 
of ti»is|\oiy tiuMir, cuniident of this very thinly that he tc/io hath 

b(>t:unalooa workin ^ upon and which 

I have now the plejisnrc of seeing so far ad vane* 
ed, will not finally forsake the production of his 
own grace, but will f nish [/Vj in your souls, '< 
tiiitil he raise it to full perfectioo, in the day of 
Je ^ us . Chris tp when he shall appear in air his / 
glory- ' * h . • ' i' 

Such arethe^sentimentsof^niy heart virilli rc -7 ' 
mftet for mr- to think spect to Y,ou, and soch the couccm I have upon 

oaiisr: I have you in aCCOUUt ll lS indeed JUSt IH VIC fo 06 

iny heart; mahiniuh ajfccitd tjmavds ym ally because I know 
as both in niy bonds, v;2t’ hi i/our hearts y both f/j these *W 7 y ; 

».'ui coun^wtiorof for the sake of Christ, and in niy d^ence , 
liin jfospci, >■<• ill and eonjirmatioii of (he gospel) \’vh[\el am pic’dd^ 
are partakers ot iny ing its causc in the midst of SO inucli opposition 
and danger: as you arc all pariakcrs with me 
in the grace oi that gospel^^*, wliicB establishes a ^ 
community of inUMcsts heiueen ns; and, as you 
so lendeily and faithfully shew your sense of it, 
s 1(1 (h.fl Is iny I eauiH»t but return it. Thus 1 say it ought to-'? 

wlu) disccrus all the ^ 

111 Uu: 1)1, weK oi sfcret reccssos of my heart, u m\j wi/uess, how 
.)♦ Ml. ( hn-t. earnestly I long for you all in the bowels of Jesus 
Christ, Me knovv.» that » long to si*e you, with 
that poculiar tenderness of airectioii wli'c!) no- 
thing hut these bonds of luulual fnilh and love, 
centering in him, can be capable of producing, 
and which greatly resembles the compassioii 
which Christ himself feels for tliose whom his 
grace has made the members of Ins body. 

0 And this I pray, Jndy in thc mean time, this 1 continue to pratj'y 
for in your behalf, as the best blessing I can 


(•rijiinal w-ord generally signifies the 
former raUi,-r than the, latter. CVnipare 
1 Cor. i. 9 ; 2 Cor. Viii. 4 : xiii, 13 ; Phil, 
iii. 10 ; Pbdem. v 4 ?r. 6 ; T John i, 3 . ti, 7 . 

« Asyo^i are nit p'lrttiken Per- 

haps ihegrainiiiiir of this son tence .would 
•have been better expressed, if 1 had ren- 
dered it pretty agreeable to wbal Dr. 
Whitby would propose; ** V^U'dcko nrti^li 


par talers qf ffrnreKiik r.v h 
“ for the dejen r <m'l rf*nJiiviaU<H of the 
** gotpell^ But the seii^ci lu-ariy the 
same, and the order in whxh the wouls 
lie in the oiiginal is ram-h more coiim'- 
nient for paraphrasing than tliatto Avhieh 
they would be reduot d by such .a trausp*- 
sitioii. ,v 



• ’ / ' ' "■'{VI.’' 

igfi ’ Rejection ott Si: PtUkT's tegHrd'for 


vJ.9. 


S 12 CT. a<;k of God for you, that your lote to one ano- 
*• thcr, Jind to all the saints, ynajj abound yd more 
and more; and that it may be a rational and 
trill V Glinstian affection, founded in a thorough 
kroiri dge of the principles which tend so much 
to endear us to each other, and in all that in- 
ward feeling and pertrpiioH of these sacred ties 
which nothing but true experimental religion 
iOcan give^ So as to prove by experieiK'e things 
which differ^y and know by trial, how incom- 
parably excellent the Christian character is be- 
yond any other \ that ye fmy be found not on- 
ly sincere and cordial, but altogether inoffensive 
>; through the whole of your Christian course, 
\ I even until the great’ Christ : *ieing fil- 
led wiHh all genuine fruits and effects of 
righteousness^^ which ate produced by virtue of 
a vital faith in Jesus 6%re‘s/,.and by strength 
and influence derived from him, to the glory 
and praise of^ God ; for that great end of the 
gospel-revdatkm is never more efiectually an- 
swered, than when the temper and conduct of 
those who profess it, is agreeable to its sacred 
dictates. ' 




that your bvemay 
abound > et more and 
more in knowledge, 
and in nil judgment; 


r 

10 Tbafcfye may 
approre things that 
ai'ecxoelV’nt; that yc 
may be'ainoere, and 
uithoiit oflenct' till 
the day of Christ j 


11 BeingBlled with 
the fruits of righte- 
ousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ, un- 
to the glory and 
praise of God. 


IMBROVliMENT. ^ 

^«r. I. Amidst the numberless mercies with w^hich, through the 
indulgence of our heavenly Father, we arc daily surrounded, 
what can demand our humble and gmteful acknowledgments 
5 more than our participation in the gospel? To whatever afflictions 
. it may expose us, or whatever wc may be called to sacrifice to 
its interests, every day, in vhich we share its comforts and sup- 
sports, calls aloud for our pu-ises, both in the enjoyment and in 
the recollection. And whilst we look back with these sentiments of 


^ Atl knowledge and p^trcepikn,] Vv« 
<MnifUr it kmuikih^e hxti judgment, and the 
former is explained of ipeculaiive,^ and the 
latter of practuaL knowledge ; but I think 
the distinction between the idea suggest- 
ed by the original is much better preserv- 
ed by rendering the word fnaOntni, percept 
tmn, or inward sensation. He. w ishe^ they 
mighinotonly know the principles which 
recommend candour and benevolencie, 
their influence on their hearts; 
which a daily experience and observation 
shew us, in some great pretenders to this 
If tod of knowledge, is a very different, 
thing. , 

S Vii%s itAicA d{/rt*r.]‘MlC^Howc just- 


ly asserts this translation, as well as that 
l>referr«d m the preceding note, and in- 
troduces this text, to. shew Hiat we need 
Ike li^kt qf ike Spirit to help us to appre- 
hend, to consid •r,tojudge, and determine 
our acdoiis agn*eably to that judgment. 
Howe on the Spirit, Vol. 1. p. 271. 

^ Fruits df nghUmnsess,'\ If this have, 
as sonic imagine* k-more peculiar ict'er- 
cncoto liberality^, yet I see no reason for 
confining it to &at interpretation; nor do 
1 think ii can property be' said, that every 
liberal and generous man h filed vciih all 
the fruits <f iighteousuessf unless there be a 
prevailing itnjforoiity of character, which 
is nut always to be ibund. 



gratitude, let us look forward with cheerful confidence. Jt is to skct* 
God’s having begun a good work in us^ that we are to ascribe it, i* 
tjiat the glorious gospel of his Son is our joy, and our wonder, 
rather than our aversion and our scorn. We may therefore 
humblv confident, that he will not forsake the work cf his own^ 
At7rt4wbiir will finish so that it shall appear worthy of himself 
in thereat day of the luord, • 

No Vtonder that, where this blessed work is begun, there is a 
great iiTection between those who were the instruments of pro- 
ducing and those in whom it is produced. No wonder if 
Paul ma(i\ mention of these his Christian converts at Philippi, 4, 9 
*in every prayer of his, offering up.jrequests for them, and pray- 
ing for the increase of their hope and love. No wonder, on the 
other side, if their hearts were, tenderly set upon him, and thatj 
distant as he was, lie seemed to lodge there, and their tender 7 
care followed him «broagh every arcumatance of his boQds and 
apology; so that his sufferings aiid dtogers were even more 
painful to them than their own; while t)e on his part longed forS 
them all in the bowels of the Ixird, and cOuld conceive of no ^ 
greater charm in liberty itself, than that it might give him an op- 
portunity pf cultivating so endearing a fricndstiip by personal 
converse. 

The increase of love founded on knowledge, and attended 
with other sentiments of experimental religion, is to be number- 
ed among the best of apostolic blessings. Every experience ofi^, 10 
these things will confirm our resolution of maintaining that god- 
ly sincerity, which will render our conversation unblankiibio, 
and our account in the day of the Lord comfortable. 'I’o glori- 1 1 
fy God by the fruits of righteousness, is the great end for which 
these rational natures were given us ; and it is by the exercise of 
lively faith in Christ, that these dispositions are cultivated, and 
these fruits rendered most abundant. 


SECT. ir. 


The apostle informs the Philippians how his imprisonment at 
Rome had been prcmidenlially over-ruled for the service of the 
gospel ; arid strongly declares his cheerful hope and confid''HC€^ 
that this great object of his wishes should still be promoted^ 
whatever events might be allotted to him, Phil. I. 12—20. 


nuT** I would friends’ 1 am fnlly convinced of the 

^ " tenderness of yonr affection for me; and, 

. as I have declared above, 1 do you the justice 

to believe, that you have ^ me in your heart, " 


PHILIPPIANS I. 1 2. 






while I contiinic under this confinement for the 
testimony of Jesus.* But / u'ould have you to 
kno\i\ my much beloved bvvlhren^ that the things 
7 'vlaliy^ to rm\ some of wliich have given you so 
much ooncciu, on tlie most friendly and gene- 
rous principles, have been so over-ruled by the 
Divine wisdom and goodness, that indeed they 
have fallen out rather to the advance rneM than 
hindrance of ike gospel^ wliicli ye were roady to 
*Jfcar. • So that my bonds in Christ are vianu 
Jestedy^ and taktm notice of in all the palace of 
Ca'sar, mid all other [places], in and about the 
city, and have. &eemed so remarkable, that many 
have been excited to inquire, much to their own 
satisfaction and advantage, what .th/ere was in 
this new and unknown redigioii, that could ani- 
niati‘ me so cheerfully tet tend ure so much harcl- 
shij) and |)ersecution in its defence; for they M)on 
. traced up my suflerings to this as their only 
1 4 cause. * Jnd this had so happy an effect, that 
many if the brethren in the lA)rd^ instead of be- 
ing discouraged, icere emboldened by my bonds ^ 
when they saw mv firmness and constancy under 
them, so as to venture vrith much more undaunt^ 
ed'Cunirage to preach I hr 'xord of the gospel, which 
our enemies ihouglit, hy their persecution of 
mo, to have discountenanced and silenced. 

* Indeed 1 cannot say, that all who have engag- 
ed in this work have acted upon the noblest 
prin(if)ies; for some preach Christ (fven from en- 
vy and contention^ (iesirou.’i to maintain in the 
chure.'j a party that ^hall ev pose me, and willing 
■ to add as miuiy abettors t4i it as llic‘y po.>»sil)ly 
can ; while others dt) it out of ['v/;7«*^>;v ] aj/tction, 
faithfnllv iiilending the honour of God, the inte- 
rest of the Medeeiner, and advancement of 
human happiness, which is so inseparably con- 
nected with the success oft’hristianity in the 
') world. I'he first indenl preach Christ ou^ of 
.strife^mA not with puriiv and simplicity of in- 
teniion, but on the contrary, from the unkindest 


should utider&uina, 
brethren, th.it the 
things te/uVA happened 
unto me, have fallen 
(^ut rather unto the 
furtherance of. the 
go<ii>cl; 

I 


So/^that 


15 Soj^- that in^ 
bonds ir^bliiist are 
nianity^t in all the 
palace, and in all 
other phevi ; 


14 And uiany of 
the brethren in tin; 
Tx)rd, M'axiug confi- 
dent by my bonds, 
arc much inoic bold 
to ^J)cak the noicl 
u It bout fear. 


1.) Siiino indeed 
prc.ich Christ'eveii »d‘ 
envy and strife ; .nul 
sumo also of good 


16 The one [. roacb 
Christ of conieniioii, 
not sincerely, ^np- 


" At'o fhat ‘w Child are mntiifcU,] 
Mr. PkTca?HRld render itjsji’i Ihul if* is 
thepru t-' tum nmh hwhare^ 
fhat aic/'.r CfiU't, i. c. l!i,it 1 siif- 

fr r or//jf for tin; -.ike ot ( hnstianity, .iiid 
not for any real Mime; and he ar<rncs 
from th*' Mrdcr oi‘ tlie w^i*d«, fayjf 


but 1 think this interpre- 
tation von'ld to bo icad 

twice, which would' W' a iimcb^ gre.itj i 
dtiheuliy ill the eonstruetion than the 
latter translation he would avoid. Novt i; 
thfiJCss initie close of the pariipl.ia-^e, ) 
have included this thought. 



^feiwmmhaim 




f»oslng to add afHic- and un worthiest motive, as 'desirmis io add yet sect: 
lion to iny on s: ajtictiofi to viy botidSf by strengthening the **• 

cause of those, who, while they call themselves 
Christians, seem to place a point of hono;jr and 
conscience ifi hurting niy reputation, <uld abet- • 
ting unreasonable prejiuiices, which have been 
^ so eagerly raised and proptagateil, to the disad- 

1 7 Butithc other of vantage of iny characte.r. IVbercas othersil 

him Out of cordial lovc^ and amidst tl^e ’ 
lein eof i\e gospel. . many Other rtoble and benevolent views on which 
they act, havC some regard to that comfort 
which they are sure it will administer to me, as 
they hnoio that I am raised pp, andc>se/ ** in the 
jilace in which 1 appear yb?" the defence of the . 
gospel; and thdt nothing can make my sorrows ^ 
and distresses sW so light upon me as to see that 
this blessed Cause is in some measure proi*ioted 

18 What then > by them. JVhat then is the results of these at- jg 
notwitlistandifigeve- tempts proceeding from such dilferent princi-* 

imtcnce, oriniruth, p'os f It IS, that I am, m one View or another 
Christ is prcaohed ; phased with tJiem both : for though I could 
and r therein do IP- j,ide<.’d wisli that all, engnged in so honourable 


10 ICC, yeaj 

rojoioc. 


and Vtill 


a work, wore pursuing it from the most w’orthy 
and generous motives, yc/ every whether 
it be only in pretence of pious zeal, or id the 
truth of it, Christ is however preached^ and the. 
great doctrine of salvation by him has some- 
thing of a wider spread. /I nil in this 1 heartily 
rejoice j ijea^ and I will continue to rejoice : for 
I had much rather that some, who are convert-, 
ed to (iiristianity hy my enemies, should think 
as ill of me as they themselves do, than that 
they should remain ignorant of those fundament- • 
al truths, on the knowledge of which theireter- 
10 Tor 1 know p^l huppiiioss dcpiMuls. Nor do 1 much regard 19 
that this shall tuvn or3position wliich may arise against me from 
fiM oiigh your pr^tyer, the jlUdesiomng teachers, or ihcnr miso aided 
followers : tor J well knon'y that, disagreeable 
• as its present effects arc, even this shall issue 

in promoting viy salvation your continued 


/ avi ] Some would reriflvr him out of rnvy ‘;a\ v his frituids an op- 

J he, j. o. in buucU for the go-pel, id or- porUinity uf reprvsvutiiig Ins penecnU'rU 
der to muke an .ajpology for it. R^ proceeding ij)um principlei of malitt*. 

« iUy Mr. Pierce r\pjains But to wave oiher rcniaih, I cannot 

aiuhptn ai^ sigv.ifyirig (Mim runr<> from pt '.- think that sm^h an event could be s.iid lo 
son, and ihink», that as they Uiat preach- proceed from tlie fir Spr-* 

ed- Christ out of loxc made more friends CkrisL 
for the ajnvjile, so they that preached 


i'SbO thdi;^ or fit shat 


. cau!te. 


SECT. 





‘i'W. 


prayer* to God for me, and the supply c/ the «nd Misapply of tbe 
S/rit nj Jesus Christy which shall be 
dealt out in answer to it : According to my ear^ 20 According 
nest e.v^oec tat ions, and okieeeixA hope, that I shall my earnest exnecia. 
in nothing be ashamed, whatever ini arious rcflcc- w/h6pc, 

tioiis may be made upon my conduct; [thaQ 
by all Uie/reedom oj speech which I am still de- with all loi/ nciJs, ivi 
terrniiicd to use, as it hath alu'ays been hither- »l'»aySf wliuwalso 
10 , [.to] now also Christ shall be magnified «« *in*f.iy*im7v; 
my body, whether by its liberty or confinement, whether itj}e by hit 
whether in life or in death. When I consider or by de/n. 
ail possible contingencies that can arise in this 
view, I find my heart most cheerfully reconcil- 
ed to them all, and, instead of trembling at the 
thought of martyrdom itself, I rather rejoice 
in it. 


V IMPROVEMENT. 

V, . How admirable is the conduct of Divine Providence ! and in 
how' beautiful a manner does it often worlv the purposes it wisely 
and graciously determines, by events which seem to have the 

V most contrary tendency ? Who could have imagined that the im- 

k , prisonment of St. Paul should have been effectual to the advancc- 

Vcr. 20. of Ciiristianity ? Thus can God animate and encoLirag(i liis 
, . servants, by the extremity which their brethren suffer in f'.i"' 

w'. ■ 1 4 cause ; so that they shall wax confident by their bonds and , 

• martyrdom. Let this then reconcile us to all the allotments of 

- Providence, and establish us in an earnest expectation and hope 

that ’ Christ will be glorified in all things by us, whether by our life 
.or death: and who, that knows the grace of God in truth, would 
not rejoice even in death itself, if tne gracious Redeemer,* who 
gave liis own life for us, mav thereby be magnified ? 

1.1 How execrable the temper those who preached Christ out ot 
envy and contention, and managed a ministry which should have 
breathed notliing but love, in a view of adding affliction to those 
bonds that oppressed this best of men! But lioiv generous and 
amiabU; the di.^position which the apostle expresses when Jic re- 
. joices in tliis, tliat Christ was preached, tbpugfi the purposes with 
18 ri?gard to him were so unkind ! These are the wonders which' the 
ioye of Jesus produces in the soul; thus doth it empty us of every 
inAtignunt passion, and reconcile us to the most disagreeablecvents, 
that may advance his interests. Where such nrinciples inspire 
' thebreas;t, the faithful servants of Jesus will find tneir own account, 
while they are wholly intent on hU honour. All these events 
shall turn to their salvation ; but let it be remembered, that it is 
L9 through the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ which sanctifies. 



Patt is ^ 20t^ 

to us eveiy circumstance through which we pass. Tbi these- 
supplies may be imparted, let us unite our prayers in favour of ‘ | 

.dU who love our common I.X)rd in sincerity, (hipb. vi. 21.) v 


SECT. III. 


freely lays opc^i to the Philippians (he seniimenfs of hia 
hvar\ as to lift and death, declaring his desire to be ic^th 
( 7/? /.^' in a better -jrorld, but his readhiess to continue here J or 
• h IS Lord's service; aad entreats them, that tdhiie he did so, 
iic might have tn^ joy to hear that, (hough he were absent, 
they maintained thukonour of their Christian, character f both 
tor piety and courage Phil, I. 21 — 30. , . . ^ 


miL.!. 21. PHILIPPIANS 1. 21. . r 

jTnKtoineto livcM J HAVE cxp^scd xw} expectation and my 
ChribtjanU todie hoiH’, that cbrist Will he glorified in me, ui. 

' whetlior hy life or by death, and it is a hope 

which I am encouragc'd to form, by a conscious- j**'^*' 
ness of tlic temper 1 feel in my heart. For to ‘ ' 

me to live [//j Christ;^ he is the supreme end 
of my lifo, and I value it only, as it is capable 
of being ref erred to the purpost‘S of his honour. 

in const^nence of this, to die [w] gain; 
for as tills temper argiics my interest in the 
friend."!} in of that Redeemer, who is the Lord 
of the invisible, as well as the visible world, I am 
w<»ll saii^iied that he will make ample provision 
fo, my happiness when I quit this transitory 
hi’c, an : ^,urround me with far more important, 
bh'.ssinjrs than any which I must then resign. 

'll Uut li 1 live in And if iie dc'termines that I live longer in the v 
Uu* ttc h, tins u ilicr iiifijinities and sorrows of mortal fesh, 1 desire 
i' shttii acquicscc; for this [f^l what 1 esteem 
i’hoose I wot not gwiii/riiU of my life and labour , ami an ample 
equivalent for all its fatigues, that 1 ina)- be 
. capable in .some measure of promoting the ' ' 

• great end. which engaged him l(^ a while to 

make his abode hei’c in this lium[)le form of hu- ' 
man nature. And rtms, on the whole, which I, 
should choose, if it were entirely referred to my-^ 

if . * 

*• 7J> mr tnlhe^h Christ, ^c.’^ Mr. Pie#cc initting o\ir version. Korean I think the 
vould transl.'ite this clause, Christ h other version natuia!, as it quite destroys 
,t > mr Of (tfjin;(. But th6 paraphrase the anti/he^iA in those mc.*iib«',rs of th<*scn- 

how Jt sMtid*' f onnected on ad- t^nce which arc «)p 2 >o-^ed to each other! >' 





sccT. self, J^knoto not : For I ayn^ as it were, borne ®3 For l am in a 
^11.' two different u'ays;^ htvingy on the one hand, a 
l^f^inore earnest desire^ otat of regard totny own depart, and to be 
^ I 25 happiness, to be unbound; to weigh yith Christ* .^hich 

anchor, as it were, and quitting these mortal 


V 


i 


shores, set sail for that happy world, wlu^re [ 
shall be immediately rinlh Christ^^ xvhich is bet- 
ter beyond all comparison and expression^ th^ii 
a longo-r abode here would be, were I to regard 
only my own immediate comfort and happiness: 
lint to abide in the fleshy [w] I know more ex- 24 Nt/erthHess, to 
: pedient and necessary /or you and my fellow- 
Christians, who need my farther assistance. 25 And having this 
, And having this eonfidence^ 1 know that I shall confidence i know 
abide, ^ and I am heartily willing, though my I shall abide and 
, own ]><jrsunal glory be delayed, to yourfurth^r- 

rrifh you all-in order to the advancement ^’ance and joy of faith; 
yijouv faith ^ and of that Joy wlilch is supported 
i^riby it:'‘ 77i/7/ yci/o* boasting and rejoicing in me That your re- 
7nt/y in and througli Christ Jesus be tnorc abun- rncAwg ^yh^morft 
cant, and your ( hnstian consolation greatly lu- ( hrist for me, by my 
. creased, by my coming among you again to coming to you again, 
make you" another visif, when I am enlarged 
from my present confinement; as when it has 
answered the schemes of JVovidcnce with re- 
spect to it, 1 hope I shall be. 

2T Only^ let rne always urge this upon you, that ' *<^‘1 5 'our 


^ Dome t-yn (litfhent zcai/s : c-vyrj(9fA.'*.i 
tH T.VV <tro J The. original is very cinpha- 
ticai ; and it srems (according to tbnturp 
I liave Ljvt'u it in the paraphrase,' ’obe 
au alliii* yii to a ship statioiitd at a par- 
tii^il ir place, and riding at anchor, and 
at tile same time likoU to be forced to 
sea by rlic violence of the windk ; which 
presents ns with a lively repiTsentation 
of the aposUc’& alLachmcrtt to bis siti - 
‘(On ill the Chn tian church, and the ve- 
h'jine.ice of his desire /a he unhvnnd, as 1 
have rendered £»VfcAV7»i, that is, to weigh 
anchor and sct .sail for the heavenly 
c'ountiy. 

^ He immaliatcly wri/A Ckiht.] This 
plainly proves, that the separate spirits 
of good nieii are with in such a 

uiannar, as that their state is far better 
than while they continue in this preiient 
'(wn'ld'l which a state of insensibility 
cannot pos.ilbly be. But Mr. Fleming 
very justly olv-scn cs, that it will notat all 
.disprove that larue arce^don of happiness 
after the ’•e«iirrei*uoii, whichother scrip- 
pilit€.> plainly declare. FJeni- Christ, \ oL 
flf p. oOO. Compare 2 Cor. v. 5—10, 


The original phrase, 
o-ov, which we render /'a; bettn, is so very 
ornphalicul, th.it I Cciniiwt transhi'e it li- 
terally, find I kiu>\v not how heiter to 
imituu- the sense, than by rendenug it 
betln ht'W',ud ail , for indei d tho 

apostle seems hi labour for i;\pressioii 
here, as much as in any pari of his nnU 

f huya> T safiH abiiJe.'^ Probably, as 
Mr, Hotue conjectures, (Vol. II. p. 89.) 
he had soriie particulur revclalUinXo ground 
this confideocOjUpon. I can by no means 
think he refciV to any intimation 'from 
the palace hpw It was likely to go with 
him. IJe must have known little of 
princes and courtiers, (especially iu Nero's 
reign,) to build so coiifideutiy on such 
a foundation. 

« The advancemeHt'i^yourfuiLk find joy,"] 
Ymr furtherance and joy ^ faith M A ruore 
literal translation ; hut as it expresses 
nothing more than that here given 
which is rather plaiiicr'aiid easier to |je 
uiidenstood, I hope I need nuke no apo- 
logy for such a liberty here, and in se- 
veral other plai’e.s. 



■^wetiation Us as it yoliii' COHVO'satii^^ .tntiy be SUch beCOtllCS (he SECT, 

becometK the gospel of Christ, ,aiul may do an honour to your »'• 

Wfe»i<m of his religiooi /K« / «»« “f® 

else be ab- io visit you, oi' be long absent trom you, ./ JM«y j. ui 
si'dt,* “^'sw'. and /tear concerninj^ you, that ye stand fast in 

uaudSnoufspi- «H« hpii H, Striving toiid/iety,i'iwilli one soul, &nd 
lit, witiI|jonc mind, in thc mOSt vigOFOUS UHI efiDrtS, /f)?’ the. f (Jit h 
striviii? ttgctiicr for the ^fosvd; which it will be your iutt^resr to 
fdith « ^ ihid gos- violently soever yourniigluicst 

’ " adversaries may attempt to wrest it out of your 

cw And m 'otiiing hands. indeed 1 hope it will appeal^, that'-2'S 

Herrinwi by your ad- ^egy^ie terrified^ by all the s' 

ZTlTcXX- '•age and 1-ury of ^yaur enemies, which, whp . 
kcnofppr<iitioii,bHt duly considered,, is to them an evident lofcen oj - '■ 
to you of salvadon, surely and tprickly approaching destritf /ion ; as 
and ti)at of God, j,ot[iing can be a more certain sign that ihcj are . 

ripe for it, than the prevalency of sucli a pefre- 
cuting spirit among them : but to you it is a sure 
evidence of complete salvation, quickly to be 
revealed, and //ia/ //v7{ Crod himself, who will 
reward your pious i'ortiiude with blessings pro- 
'j'lFcHr untci you it portionably distinguisbed. Ami in tins view 29 
"’I '/r" I" 1 would have \ on to look upon these tri.il», and, 

to b"i?no oil him', instead of drcuding them, to be tliaiikfn) for 
blit Also to sutiVi for tlieiu. jboF if /'* granted to you Ui> a favour on 
' ike part of (lirisf, nur great Lord, not only to 

believe in hUn^ but ubo that you should have 
the distlinguibhed honour to suffer for his saLe;'^ 


» / th h' rsrdht l<*arncd 

I’rub-ijsur I'lAii lit tin viHhcdis 

Wli'n lluJiL' \V(| 

tiinu-d li> Hit' k'liil >*t' l.'lt ISC of 
il*e ii' \J liui it iipj ars l»t in« 

iiiMifiW in't f'.sarv iiorii-ituiiil o aillowit. 
'I’lio WDwl tu'3A.i7t*-/Eff S'! , must li- 

ti i.i!l\ lo l)cli:i\o as < ’ soint* city 

or coiporaiion ; l)ut to render it, as l)v. 
Scott ]>rt)pus«»8, (Christian Life, Vol. I. p. 
4'-’.) atninit as becomes, &c. is iriakiin; 
A cti'i-aL ddal too free with the English 

laiigutlgc. '* . ; 

b' Sot tn any tk’firee temfiedi &c.] It 
rvidriitly appear^ from hence, and from 
.»-\'cial vthcr p!^5!.sages in this epistle, that 
the E^hillppians were now in a suffering 
.utute, uliicb is :i circumstance to be borne 
m iuiiid (IS «e go on; as it illustr/ites se* 
\ t'l al masterly !>cro1(^s in the apostle's 
dres.s to them. 

•' Eudent tolm$ of destmetion.] Mr- 
‘'icrce by iiUcrprfcling it, “ they think it 


** a proof of your being obstinaU iy bent 
on your own ruin,” loses thc true cerise 
and spirit of the pa^sage. 

» .V///ifr foi hs sakt,] From this text and 
some parallel passages, '•uch a'^ I 'I htss. 
XI. 14; 2 Tim. m. 2; licb. .'>2; I IVt/ 
i. 0; some may object to what Dr. Lard- 
ncr ban asserted, wlien he S'a>>» that most 
of thc til St persecuhons which tlie Chris- 
tians surtored came fiom the .lews. It 
is no wonder, if that obstiiiato and rrui^l 
people were peculiarly enraged ngaiust 
the disciples of .lesus, who so expressly 
contradieti'd many of tlnii fiivourite 
maxims und tenets. And thnugh, to be 
sure, their greatesi inrtuf me was in Ju- 
dea, yet it is well know'n, that in other 
.places they had a power of iuipri^onifiy 
and scourging m the synagogues, and it 
is highly probable, that tnaiiy of the se- 
verities inrticled liv (»eutile magistrates 
oti the first pre.ichers of the gospel, were 
at tlie iusti^atioii of the .hi-..' whn dweit 



p'". 


Befiections 'yn Meitre 


«ECT, 
; HI* 

JiflO 


ill consequence of which yon will be entitled 
to the peculiar rewards of those who have been 
martyrs, and confessors in the cause of his truth. 

(Comiiare Acts v, 4 1 .) Having rn a great mea- so Having th.- sam* 
sure itie samt struggle with the adversaries of conflict whi^y'fe saw 
the gospel, who labour to overbear it b} brutal 
violence, as ye sAw to be in hie ^ when I was j 

among you at Philippi, aiid was stripped and 
scourged, and laid in the dungeon and in the 
stocks, and which you now hear [to be] in me at 
Home; whither you know I was sent in bonds 
,'is an evil doer, having be«i obliged to appeal 
to Caesar for the preservation of my life, when 
attempted by enemies who would be contented 
with nothing less than my blood, which they 
had solemnly bound themselves to shed. 


IMPRQVEMENT. 

; Ver. 21 HoW' happy must that man bo, who can truly say^ that to bini 
[ to live is Christy and to die gain ! What a blessed alternative is 

bejforo him, and Jiow cheerfully may he leave it to Providence 
> to decide which of the two shall be appointed for him ! And yet 
how vain must life be, and how miserable death, to that man 
who cannot say it! He that gathereih not with Christy scaffereth 
\ abroady (Mat. xii. 30;) and when death comes to such an one, 

it is the loss of all, attended with the final, and alas! the eternal 
. loss of liimself. While the good man pronounet^s ii better be- 
.'J': ' 2Zyomi all comparisoriy to departy that be may be with Christy and 
; submits only to continue in life, as the part in which sclf-deny- 
84, 25Jng duly requires him to acquiesce. But, O! how unworthy the 
' V . Christiafi character, to be e verse to so a<ivantag(*ous aPremove! 

he unwilling, and that e/en on sucli terms, to depart -n d to 
be wil/t Christ ! As if any converse, any friepdship, any enjoy- 
’ ment, any hope here, were comparable ; yea, as if it were pre- 
i'S ferablc to serving him in his immediate presence, under the cver- 
lasting tokens of' his acceptance and delight, 

^ But if thfat Master, wbocti we have ihc honour to serve, deter- 
mine to us an abode here for months and years tdciompi and 
church may receive advantage by it, ill shall we requite his 

' in the citif 4 r,i 3 i^l^r which these magistrates teachers, concerning which at Philippi 
presided^ iCompare Actsxii. S ; xiii. 50;. we read nothing. ITiis seems one of the 
xiv. 19; xvii. 5, 13; xvjii. T2; xix. P. many fexisi, wnihb may be ex5?omided in 
See Dr. Lardper's Cred. Yol. 1. p. 41 7, &c. a greater latitude than that in which some 
*» .^rtWlo be m me.] 1 see not whythia late learned commentators and critics 
should be explained as referring only, or have ukenvit. It would Uc tedious .U’ 

' vhiedy, tvi his conflicts with Judoizing mark all instants of a like kind. 



The aposilc beseeches them by their hopes as Chris 20 . 5 ' 

iovo who quitted heaven for this sinful and wretched earth of sect.. 
ours, if we arc umvillinp^ for a while to wait till he shall call us ui. 
iJjjjLo himself. Very deficient shall we be in that jrratitude ancl'--'’V^ 
»^.;3<eal>diich we owe him if we find not something of a lA'aven 
1 )('•;' 11 lAeven below, in doing what may be pleasing to him, in 
manaV’tig his interest, with such degrees of aihlity as he shall be 
plcascd'to honour us with, and so training up otliers to a meet- 
m ss Ibi those enjoyments which he hath taught us by his grace 
to expert and pursue. 

W’inii' v-r oiir stations maybe, whether in public or private 
.life, let it uc ourciir4‘, in every circumstance and relation, that 
onr comn safion may be as bccometh the gospel ; that we may 07 
adorn so holy a profession, and answer so glorious a hope. If 
opposition arise, let it not terrify \x^. It will, if w'cll supported, 
be a token of salvation^ and that of Cm. Let us account it an 2S 
Jjonoiir, and the gift of the Divine favour tons, to be called and 
strengthened to sniVer for his sake. So w'erc the pro[)licts, so 29 , 

w'cre the apostles, dignined. We have heard of fheirnobic con- 30 
tciuions, that we migliL (‘innlate them: and we!! may \vc do it, 
ince w^e have the sun ie‘ and Support o/* our 

't/ZZ/z, and hope to jiartakv* of the same cvvrcdhi^ and eternal 
uriqht ff giary, (J Oor. iv. 17 .) 

SI. C'r. IV. 

The apu,<{!e vvlwrts the Philippians iv lUianiniiiy and *andou7. 
a thi a lender rare Jar ike ml crest of (ach olher ; xthidt keen- , 
frees hy die eit}i<r>'us and etnidesccndinei love, (f our blessed 
irdenur: o! xeko^c liumilialion and ex Pled he dis- 

enursi V In a very aljeeiionaie manner ; pr 's.'ley /h'^m to a due 
txnpyovetn- nf <) ip Xibat leould most highly eoiiducc :o fkeir 
v:en heppiness and /ii,s eanfort. Phil. ii. 1--- [\j. 

w , PiULlUIMANs 1 !. 1 . 

mu . 1 1. I. w f 1 1 • 1 . I 

[r //-Mr-.v uki. loic- [ llWi'. been expressing my concern, tliat sf^cj. 
Vniy f >11 yoni* Conversation miglit he vvort’uy of the tv. 

gospel ; and, as nothing can conduce more lo 
than the exercise of mutual iove, periuit me, my 
' dear brethren, to enforce it farther n|)on you, by 
every pathetic consideration whicli our common 
J’aitli and most holy religion can sugue.st : and 
particularly by the aireclion^te reineii)l)ra:;ee of 
my suflenngs and your own. ((’omjiare i. SO.) 

Jf the ref nr { there be] any con udaiit}*} in Chrisl 
iiiinsclf, the gn*aJ. Source of all onr enjoyments 
and hopes, for whose sake w* laive ciidnrcd so 



206 To maintain mutual love, candour i and htimilily ; 


, SKCT. 
.iv,' 

‘.'Phil. 

Vll. 1. 


Christ, if any com- 
fort of love, if any 
. frllaw*;lii|iof tho Spi.^- 


many extremities ; //’there be any comfoH and 
deli‘>lit in the exercise of the most tender and 
endeared Inr ; ij there be communion ol rit, if any bo-' i^ ^ 
hearts'; ‘founded upon x\\e communication e/ one and mercies 
and same Spirit, working in all our souls; 

//’there be on the whole any bou'ds in human 
nature, and any compassions, either nuini tested 
by God to us, or wrought into the constitution 
-of our being by the gr(‘at Author of it : 


r 


In 

a word, if there be any atfcctionatc boncl, by 
which you arc united to me, who have been by 
Divine grace made your spiritual father, and 
by whose ministry you have been made acquaint- 
ed with these engaging views ; complete yc my 
joy, ind endeavour to fill my heart with the most 
exalted pleasure, while I lie in these bonds, for 
my fidelity to God and to you. Now in this view 
I am desirous beyond expression, that yc may 
all be unanimous maintaining the mDur love, 
nowcveryoiir sentiments, and, in some instances, 
your practice may be divided, still having your 
scuts joined together, and all their ardour com- 
bined in attendifig to the otic er(‘at thing, whicli 
ought to be the leading concern of every Chris- 
tian, the advancement of viial, practical holi- 
ness: by attending diligently to which, yon will 
be diverted from those undue attachments to 
smaller matters, wliich so often divide (he af- 
fection of (Christians, and take them olF from 
the pursuit of the nol)lcst objects. 

And iii this view especially guard against 
pride, and f/c/] nothing yhc done] or said out 
of a spirit of contradiction and contention, vr 
from vain-glory, to draw tlu'cyes of others upon 
you, and make yourselves the subjects of dis- 
course and admiration ; hut in unalFected sim- 
plicity and fowliness of mind, esteeming others 
as more excellent than yourselves; which, on 


'2 f mv joy, 

that } yf" Ilk*: miml- 
rd, thi' s.irnc 

love, hnu" of one ao- ’* 
cold, of one mind. 


> It f r.oil.'iip: it 
tl Ilf tlir«»iigh htril* 
or \ ain-il<M v, hut in 
low linens .)f rniiid lot 
each •.■''Ifi 111 other 
holler than Uicin- 
sol \ os. 


T^ttanimoust &c.J It is difficult lo 
translate or paraphrase* these Mordssoas 
to aM)id appearance of tautology. 

In my tbi^’lettcr to the aullior of Chris- 
tianity >iot founded on Argument, p. 43, 
I bad ^ivon a translation in the main the 
^aMie nitli this ; but on farther examiua- 
tien,tn^hcrcas I had there united the se- 
i olid and third clause, as anoxplication of 
ttMt first, ldy<‘ur bouh be Joined together in 


the same I uere (as in ni vScrmt>n <»u 
C'bi'ibtian Candour, p. 8) join th^* two for- 
nier and tu'o latter elausos, romh 
T jv ftyT»|V rty«7r>iv <vov?j;, f>r unani.nou^^ 
thaintitmmg the mmc love ; -li to I'v 

^Dcvuvli;, having ijouY souls joined together^ 
in attending to Uie one thing. An iinpro\ o- 
meiit, for which I am obliged to mv 
lo'arncd, arcuratc, and woithy friend lir 
L'aniel Scvtt. 



And to ' imitate the condescension of Christ. 



^ Look, not cvrry 
t on his own 

but cvory 
* '’"man* Urvit on the 
Ihinijs oHoUiors. 


') l.fl '!iis mind 
i)« ru vt i, which 
i\a< aUo in Chii&t 

fi Who hcin.s; in 
tfio form of God 
thou;;ht it not rob- 
ber v to br equal witli 

ti'Oil ; 


i»hn. 
II. 4. 


one account or another, you may know almost sect. 
eveiy one to be. J)o not every one aim at his w. 

separate profits and conveiiiencies, 

but aim each of you also at promoting the inte- 
rests of others: be always read}* to deny your- 
selves for the general good, and to condescentt 
to one another, as the happiness of every par- 
ticular brother and friend may require. 

In this respect, and in every other, let the<* 
same mind be in every one oi you ^ which was 
aho in so eminent and amiable a degree in 
Christ JesuSf whom we call our Master and 
our Lord ; Even in that illustrious and adorabicG 
IVuson, u'hOf beings long before his appearance 
in human flesh, m the Jorm of God^^ and having 
l>ecn from eternal ages possessed of Divine per- 
fections and glories, when manifesting himself 
to the ])atriarchs and prophets of old, thought 
it 7 iot robbery and usurpation to he and appear 
as iioil' assuming tlie highest Divine names, 
titles, and attributes, by Which the supreme 


^ ll ho hi the florfi of fwd,] Few 
ol iijy rcaduis can be ignotanl of the 
Icanicrl iijfn have tak<‘ii to t’sia- 
rthtli tuit M ry dillcrctit traii'^lations and 
'I uf rim; iiiqmrtaiit text, and of the 
caiitriry n wliich have beou made uf 
ii in Inc coiitrox iT^v rclaiiij.£t to the Deity 
ol oiir *'\ci h^(■^'»c•l I'edceiiicV. 'I ho cri- 
tic;, uIm) utiuld n ild<T n't osrTftyaov »:y»i- 
cali, &c ft il n.'i oicrtij/ lotfhat u likeiieits 
fo, or i-jU'ili'-i . th f’.'.-v/, bujlta tfreat deal 
wi' tiu'ir aru'iiMiciit (.ii the oppoMliun of 
the iwii clau^cJ^, and the force of the par- 
tieb fjr did nut affect tiii'i 

but hi(mht<-d Lnnulf. I ha\c«)flriii won- 
df-nd at llic slivss laid on ihii*, since 
every one* must know that often 

fiifinitics nevcitkclc^if and accordingly it 
is fii qncntly renden.-d so in our vcimou, 
pairionl-.iily Maik xiv. Od ; John xi. 13; 

J iS; (iul. iv. SO; 2 Tim. i. 12. 

And, V. hidi is ^specially to the present 
]>nrp(«s<:. It is s-niifliriiKS thus rendered, 
when preceded by the particle o'j*; see 
Jloni. v. I'J, 14; 2 Cor. xii. 1(*. I Imve 
i;ivcn .such an intcipretation of the pas- 
.la appealed to me, on matorc deli- 
beration; most agreeable^ to the text it- 
■ <;lf, in compiri-^on with other scriptiucii; 
.iiid the learned reader oaiinul be at a 
less tt find the opinion of the most cele« 
hinted ivrsicr*- iiiitacl) .'‘id" of rbc qn<».5- 


tion relating to it.* I h.irJIy rocollect. 
any that have discussed it wiih more ae- 
cuiacy than J5o.s, in lilt Fvercit. 2d i-t1. 
p. 1 (Hi— 203; and Sir Richard r.lly.s, in 
ins Fortuiu Sacra, p. HS — '228. llushop 
Beriici util observes, that the Socinian 
interpretation is extremely cold and in- 
sipid, as if It were a mighty aignrncnt of 
humility that, liiough ('hri>t wronglii 
mil acle.«, which they strangely think sij.- 
riilied by the pJir.i^e of Lrtnt’ in the j.^nri 
of fiad; yel h'i did not up for snfuenie 
deity. Sec liurrict on the .Art. p. 4(i. 

<* To L’ and appear us t.Vd.J So i:;a 
IS most evat ily rend. rcd, a'j;iec*abtt; 
to the fu'i’o of in many places intho 
Septuagint, which Dr. ^^hlt!»y hi-» col- 
lected in hi.s note on tins place. The 
proper Greek jdifasc for e^fual t,i Cod im 
lyjy Twi; which IS used, John v. lA. Mi. 
Fierot; thus paraphrases the clause ludV.re 
us, He wa*- not eager in retaining that 
** likeness to G<*d,'’ of whn-h he was be- 
fore pos-essad; and he observes, that, 
had it referred to what wits eon 'ideri.J aa 
future, the expression would have heen 
not iivnt, and fariliM pli^i-Js, ihac 
live apuslli'^s design licre is not to rau- 
tioii ihePhilippiiins aj’.unsi Coveting what 
they had no claim to, Imm to engage ihcin, 
after the example of Christ, to gi\c up 
their rf^hi foi the ad v aniage of « 'tiici s. 



208 Wlwy {hough in the form of Cody humbled hifnself to death. 


sbci’. Ik'iiig lias miidt liimsclf known, and receiving 
fV()m liisscMvants divine honours and adorations: 
j\'ivci‘l/u h'fis, in his infinite condescension and 7 nut madr 
IK*":. <;omi)i^i<»n to us miserable sinners, * ' 

himatij ot all this glory, taking [upon him,] in- tht*fv»nju>fy rvaut, 
stead of’ llie splendours which ho had lieen used and wasnf.f^c* in the 
to wear as the Sovereign of angels, the humble 
h>rm not only of a common man, but even of a 
Si rvdut, xvhvn madt in the likemss tf^nen, winch 
itself had been a in<3;?t astonishing sloop, even 
though he had appeared in the pomp of the »' 

greatest tiionareh. And yet oven this conde- s And bclD.^' found 
scension to tfie rank ojF low life among sinful m as n man, 
mortals, woiulerful as it was, did not content a.'idbocalJobXnt 
him : for, being Jrnnd in fashion and appear- unto diatl), c\rn the 
aiiee us a man, and having )jut on all the inno- death ®f the cross, 
cent infirmities of our nature, he tumbled hini- 
sc/J still fartlicr, becoming obedient even inifo 
diiiih ; and indeed to no common and gentle 
form of dissolution, but to the ignominious, as 
well un pa nful death of the O’oss, on which be 
expired, us you well know, like one of the vilest 
and most accursi'd of mankind. 

^ TheicioreH'fod his Father, to whom sucli a Wi.rnforp cuki 
(* ourse of filial obedience. proecH'dmg froin such ‘*|p' ’[dy t v- 
nolue principles ()l piety and chanty, could not inm n nun.' Mhidi i' 
l)nt be most acccptible, hath evalfed lii)n to the :ibo\i‘ '\ny lunno- 
most eminent dignity and g rani ed him a lumu ,, 

, the honours of whicli are superior to iliosi' of 
eztry other 7ianic that can come in comparison 
JOvvith ii. So that in the none of Jesus ^ in hum- 
ble subjection to his autiiority and command, 
cecry knee should bora, and e\cry spirit submit, icn 
• of erlestiai in tlieir \arious orders 

of dignity and glor> , as v. dl as of those upon ^ 
i.’nd under (he earth angels and men, the liv- canhi 


Th.ii at tilt 
if t*\cry 

■•jiild how, ot 
II htavr-ri, ;jii(| 
ill faiih, a lid 
undoi’ the 


''' C ftl hnlh fraltcd hifti io Ihv moU crut- 
nrii/ tliftnitif 1 Ihi^ sct'iDs a niuro iinliiral 
CiaiiNlation <#f tlfO ucicl i v,' a.ye tlinii 
Mr, P^T'-P ■>j(‘ IV hu won III 

leiiihr il, /iif^Lr Uhir bt>fuie. 

I tl)ink nothing t an hr mom rvident, 
than llijt In* who wsis f xaltrrl was hiim- 
hloiJ, and <‘onspqnfiitI\ , ih-ii ihrrc wa** 
ii proper ihan.i^f* inain* in the* state .'ind 
condition ot Christ, by that emptying 
liiin«elf .>pokrn of, vrr, 7. 

« TAr'»’ »pn} oV(l under the eorth.‘\ 'Fliere 
< Mil hr !’o doubt hut the former olau.-c 


rcl.it<-« to'C'hrist’s being made S(;\rreigii 
o\(;r the aiis;*‘lic spirits, i. I(‘. Hut 
w'hethcr Ihi." 1 itter phrase, 7/. ///.w, 
and unde/ the. earth, may holrrlau; to the 
livinn and the dead, rather liiaii /un/ and 
r/er/V.f, .some have queried ; eonipaie Uev. 
i. 18; Kom. \iv, 9; and it i> certain that 
llir word sometimes in the 

Crock classics dignities the dead l>ul 
on tlie wl Ir, as tliu exjncsiiun is ain- 
btgiioiiH, 1 have, as I i.snally do in si. 
cases, included both in tlie paiaphiu ‘'0 
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ing and the dca,d, yea, devils themselves shall sect. ' 
do him honiagt;; ii»d he be ever adored as th.i »v. 
Saviour of Ins redeemed people, as the Head ot' 
all holy and happy spirits, and the Sovereign and 
unconiroulable Lord of all those whoso rebellion 
ag'dnst him an,d ids heavenly Father, hath made 
' them the worthy objects of perpetual (lis»plea- 

11 And that every sure and punishment, y/wr/ tlius hath God 11 

t‘<rt-ctual me^uics, that n-ny iomuc vuti/ 
i.Mi’d, to tiie ;ri,»iy l/iat JtMis Christ, Ins anointed Son, [/\j 

(lod the 1‘ather. indeed /-errf of all, to the tori/ of (rod the Fu- 
iher, in whose name he administers his mediato- 
rial kingdom, and to whose honour he professed- 
ly refers it. 

i.Mmcdl'ryri.lTu. p mji beloved Chiistian brethren, asl 

ait^ays oboved, n<jt in the per:.on ot his Son, so gloriously 

a-! jn my prc>cn. fewardtd that bright assciiililagc of virtue for 
only, but now riMi which lio was HO incomparably illusirions, and 

'voiK out 'your particularly, that condescension, humility, and 

hcnevolenc(‘, which I have so carm'^tly burn re- 
commending to you; lei it be coiisi(lerc‘d by yon, 
as an engagement to tivad in his steps, wiib di- 
ligence and rcsohnion, so far as the feeble pow- 
ers of human naliiiv may admit. And, f/jr just ice 
ro(jiiiros me to ackm»v,lcdg(‘ that yc have ahr ays 
been obidienl to my insi ructions and exhorla- 
tioiis, while I liave !ia<l the pleasure of being 
with you, be solicitous, tliat not oiili/ in my /}/< - 
srurr, but nvxr much more in my ab'^rnctj^ (which 
though it dejn ives you of some arhantagcN, yr.i , 
as It i^ owing; to my bonds in yom* cause, ougbi 
to inerc'ase tlu! tendernos of your concern for 
iny comlort,) you may a er/ out your ou' it suha^ 
lion,'^ with great earnestness and assiduity ; yea, 

* Much Wrrr in mu a/wiv/fv. ] Thnu£;h trrprf'taticin of tliis ti'\1 : lor lit* wowld 
lljt n* 1)» an jimbJifmty in tin* couFiei'lnni icodcr iT, “ /»;uw<. /t> //» r.L-lj'tuv nf t'iJi 
of till', flauso, if til ' ‘'rainmar only be ** other ori;jn.!» lliat 'n-l-Mv soincliinc-. 
consnlfM d, I think the ‘sense <‘bli^es us sijinil.e'; tho^anie witli '!/>.>.> .^y ; voni'ian* 
tu jonf It vith^iho toilowii'g, rather than Ipb. i\. F'lUt not to iiibisi on vlu* 

wiili tliv wopls. 'I'in; pai.i- c\ pies ion, uit'i fer und ru 

pill tM- tlio reasons why his ai»- gieatly f.i\ourini the common iiiicrpit- 

Sfiiec lumhl make ihoiii more eagerly talioii, it is uliMi'Us, that is -iin*.- 

solicit DUS in itvikin^ out their snleultuH: tunes in this ohapier pul for ///c o:c/f 
hut I know no rra'son to apprehend that things, ver. t, 'il. And wlierc.is it is 
ihf\ worn less obedient to i^aul when he pleaded on the otln r siile, that tlie y^isc 
vvas with fheiri, than to any ni(;s>.ages they «i . en abo \ c is most a;;jeeablo so tJio eon- 
niight Iia\e i’ecei\od in Jii- .ibseneo, and m etion, it soern'- to me tl»at tins torn m 
■»!jc word nnu' in tins \iew seems cieej.siu* the expression failhri ‘^uj.’L'esls, that, by 
li ork out you: oic/i mUofio;/.] Mr ftdlow ing those generous maxiiti'' the upos- 
i’i**!-'' has ad\an'’>.d a very peenliai :i,- tb. had been rccoinincudjnt^, they would 
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SECT, considering its infinite importance, with holy salvation with ftai 
.*y-’ feor md trembling. 1 say your own salvation, , 

'for that will be most' cl actually secured and ’'f 

[g promoted by the temper 1 have been now re- 
j 3 commending. Seize that happy opportunity 
of doing it which Divine grace affords ;,/!?/• God 
is he ufio worketh in both to will and to ^ 

perjorm of [/rw ownj good pleasure. Yon ought 13 i ii n ^.od 
therefore to consider «very pood affection and yS.jh'JlwILn.l 
purpose which arises in your heart, as suggested todoof/mjfnodidc.i- 
by his grace, which waits upon you, to enable 
you to bring it into perfection. And reniein- 
ber, that he operates with such sovereign free- 
dom, that if these condescending favours be 
slighted, they may in righteous displeasure be 
withdrawn ; and I leave you, my dear brethren, 
to reflect how fatal the consequence woultl thci> 
be.^ 

1 1 Go on tliorefore ri'solijtelv in your whole 
('’hristian course, and ict all things be done with- 
out those nnmnurings und dispiitings winch so 
ill become the relation in which you stand to 
oncli otlu'r, and that commurutv of interests in 
wliieh, as the servants of this eompassionaie Sa- 
viour, you hvc umri»tl. 

i j ()n ilie uhole, let me, f>v i‘very most afleeting 
consideration, urge, ir ni)on voo again and a;’ain, 
that ije nun/ be iuinuic^s uml iiuijirrfsnr, and in l i.Unki-, i.i 

up to the dignity oj' your ndation as ///■. . hi!d)\ n nook- 

qt (rod, mainiainiiig an in.rurplwnaolr ( harm 
ler, /u iue inidJ ot all ihe malignily udneli you V' innf « ij^hts in 
must expect to (.•Mciiunter from a poirrw end 
croukfd gnienifU>r^ \\ \lh nh».,!i you are sui round- 
ed : :*’ 7 oi 77, be eoneerned that \e may 

shine us elevated In: * in ^'le daik teo} hi u’^out 


1 f Do all thm$;s 
without rmirmirin;,s 
ami disputings : 


I ‘) Th.it \ 

hl.OID'Ics^ lUlii IkO III • 

I Id .ain^ '•! ( icil » 


hIso oOW'tuolI\ M riirp their i>wn 

.■‘Uvatiuii ; viiii:h in^icad oi dctrarliiie 
any thin'i froni the I.hh' of tli'- ao^uim'iit, 
as tirr wori|> rri ii'-uailv Tiitdi ish od, 

grratly imneasfs it 

flv'u.'ftovooikvlh -n '/•'/.] 'liii: crimi- 
nal t', very mnrihatical, as ’'h llowt- 
bt'.'iuhfiilly ub'.t'ivfa, (Uuwes Work?, 
Viil, IT p. ?!.) foi it js.'Lrl:., on t!ic om* 
blind, that Ood n artnallv «*oiitiijii.iIly 
opcra^iii;:', iind mi the otln r. that thu.s to 
work in Ihr hi’.n r lor ''Uch noble purpo cs, 
is tlic I i'J and an eftV ct woi- 

fhy h*:' Po’nt altijb'ifrs uiiij ncifcctioti-' 


1 lai. no mean*, think wait f)r ( l.iik>', 
that th> uiortly si^fiiifies, that 0'f*d h.ith 
jrjvrn t»s a /wfrto choose and -to acf, 
(I'o^t. Sjrii) \ ol. \'r p. vV).) |>i]i Out It 
I’cfirs to t!.»’ ouoralion ol as 

is strongly iucmiati-d hy tin* •omludiiif- 
clausc, v ,• wlm h iV’r. 

liowi linrly cxphiin'i, not. ‘so niii' h' 1 hi, 
rudif’^s 111 f;cneial, as ol hii .^uicttfn 
fruJu.n in ilu'sc npei,i lions; hp 
I ntciij t ornpiie' Mj' 

XJ. whifli 3iu',’,;»' .t‘, Hit rmO.'U r - 
pK.-scd m the p.is.ij)i>M«,c. 

• S/iitic ff'‘ r 


’ I .en 



md to slant as lights in the world. ^ 

yon ; that you may direct those that sail on tliis 
dangerous soa, and secure tlicm from siiH'ering 
j sliipwreck on those fatal rocks which every 

" * i-: Jiolding foitii where lie in their way. Thus must you, ^is you 
" Uio woi.i of iit'c, that tender the lives and the souls of your fellow- 
da™ of continually At»W/w«- o/zMo them, 

5ia\o. r./jtiun lu ^aiH, for ilieir guidance and instruction, the word of 
iHither laboui^d in |>y which you have booii directed to steer 
‘ safely ibr the blessed haven of glory and im- 

mortality, and whereby tliey may receive the 
same benelir. A variety of important consid<r:r- 
• ations concur to inspire you with so happy a 

resolution, and I doubt not but you will allow 
some weight to this among the rest, that it will 
greatly tend io promote my rejoicinf^ in the day 
nf Cnristj that it may appear I have Hid run 
through the course of my apostolic office in i ainy 
nor htboiircd in the duties of it in vain; bur that 
tlu‘ great end of it has been at least in part an- 
swertKl, in the glory of God, by your salvalion 
and usefulness. 


Phij 

n. u;.;. 


IMPUOVf MCN’T. 

Wh know the grace of the Lord Jesus Clirist. Lew Christians 
arc nna(!{juainted with the remarkable phrases in which it is here 
expressed. !jut how few seriously pause upon it, and lahmir to 
affect their licarts with its important meaning! Who can con- 
ceive llie dignity and glory of Clirist, when in the form of (iod^ 
and arroKti/ni-f it no robbery or imirpation to be as God? Wlio can ^ 
conceive of tiiat mysterious act; of that (if we may be allowed 
to say ilj) more than inyslerioiis love, by which ho emptied him- 
self of this glory, that Ik' might assume the humble form of al 
servant, heinp; found iufashmi like a man, and then might stoops 
yet lower, so as t(j become ohedinii to death, even the death of the 
cross ? Often let us contemplate this amazing ohjeet : often let 
us represent to our admiring, to our dissolving hearts, the man 
(Christ Jesus extended there, and pouring forth his soul in agv^iiy 
and blood. As often let us remember hI^ high original, his Di- 
vine glories, the bosom of the Father, the throne of God. W ill* 

to the learned <ind eloquent that celebiated tower, on \^hich a bright 
Mons. Suiirin for this vorKiun and para- flame was aUay^ kept l)iirniii£,'' in the 
phiUM*. lie has ju!>tly and beautifully ob- niglil, that tnaiiiier;) might peifc*etly 
^^'rvl■d that the word has this ener- their way, and be in no danger oi ‘^ulh i- 
gy, and alludes to the Imiidings whieb ing shipnrerk upiui the roeK* which they 
lu: caW ; tht- mo<.t iliustiion^ ’a ere to pa vs in their ciiti.inic into 

of which wa^ ra^iscd in the ibiand of haven at Alevandiii. i-aur ‘'erui, \ob 
‘Niiru^ wlun IM >lViny Plulmh Iphu- built IX. p. 4ti0, 
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sEct. pleasure let u-s reflect, that he is returned to it, and that, having 
ennobled this low nature of ours by so intimate an union witl 
the Divine God his Father, hath in that iiature exalted him ^ ^^(iL 
^^giveiiihim a name above every name^ human or angelic, p/rfit'y 
*' visible, or in all the clisrant and different regions of the invisible 
loworld. Let our knees gladly bow to so amiable a Sovereign, 
and let us with pleasure view the approaching day, whenL^vt-ry 
1 1 knee shall submissively own his authority, and every foni^ue 
fess him Lord^ to the glory of God tht Prather. 

In the mean time, let ns never forget the purposes for v\hic h 
the apostle hath here called our meditations to these wemderful 
and instructive truths. It is to inculcate upon us (() may we 
5 ever inculcate it upon ourselves!) that the saim; mind may al- 
ways be in tis that was also in him. That, if tln^rc he any conso- 
1, 2lation in such a Saviour, any comfort in such love, as he leaches, 
any bowels of tenderness in human nature, any (‘ndearing fellow- 
ship in the diie Spirit which we derive from him, we may with 
united hearts and hands be carrying on the one great business of 
12his servants, loorking out our salvation with fear and trembling ; 
avoiding every thing that may grieve and injnrt; others, i*\ery 
tiling that may discredit our holy profession. . And being now 
l‘^mavlv* by him f/ie chlUlren of GW, way we shine with a bright, 
sleadv ilarnc*, as liu^hfs in the lerrldy and hold nnf^ for the bim-lit 
Lojf all around ns, tJfe irord of li/f\, as t!ie gospel whieii rt*d»‘ein‘-. ns 
from the second dealli, and raise's us to eternal bic, may pro- 
perly be called. May ue spread its lu^tr^* throngti as wide a 
circle as po^sililc, and wnii it that happiness, which i/.l ni:.-./onr. 
a cordial belief of it and subjection to it can bring t'‘ t'le luimrin 
heart. 

"i'o condude, us learn, from these wl-^e an i pious e-sliorta- 
lions of the apostle, at on^'c onr duty and onr dependonc.e ; onr 
^ duly, fo-xurk out ou^' orrn . ’ilvation ; onrdependcmcct on the grace 
him, icki) u'orketh in ?/.' . both to u’illand to do, do^'d 

^ pleasure. An<l therefore *et us so seek Divine grace, and rest 
upon it, as to exert with vigour and roolution i!ie faculties 
I 2 whicli are to co-operate wii : it; and let us so endeavour to ex- 
ert the facilities which God hath given ns, as to confide in Di- 
vine grace, and rest continually upon it; without which we shall 
neither will, nor do any thing pleasing to God, or available to 
our own salvation ; for in this sense salvation is of the Lord, and 
through his blessing, wliich is upon his people. (Psal. iii, S.) ' 
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S E C T. V.- 
r 

“I aposth' assinrs ihs Philippiam of his reodincHs rve)\ /o dift 
for their adve/Ntii^Cj InU expresses his hope of heinf[ set lit hher- 
tjjy and restored to them in person: in the an an tinie^ he. 
vitscs them very sooit a visit Jroni J iniotlu/^ and i^eiid** Kpn^ 
phroUilKsfor their immediate satisfaction ; of u'hosc talc i^icfi - 
ness, and ardent lin e J or l hem j he speaks in very atjeetimatc 
terms. IMiil. IJ. 17, to the end. 


MKI.. H. 17 . PIIll.n i>IANS H. 17 . 

Aud li 1 Ik* [ II A VK been cxp»'essi!)j> iny hopo, tliar \c»jr skt. 
oiWoi »iiM)n ih.; ic'inpcT and behaviour will be such as v\\>uUl v. 

prove iny labours diuont; you not to have been ' 

;»ud r joRc with y.jii in vain, and aflbrd luc* matter of rejoicing in the 
day of the l.ord. Hut it is impossible for me 
fully to express the earnestnes*< wit it wliich I 
dcsiio that it may bo so. /hr if I 'ihoutd evoi 
h(\ li 1 may use surli language, poured fhrth^ 
and my blood be slied u.h a kind oC libation, or 
drin/r-^ofierinfS,^ on the sacrifice and ministration 
of your faith while m>ii aie prebfnlt'd by my 
means as an ae^'eptable oilering to Ciod, far 
iVoin lamenimg that I should meet with death 
in such a eau.ve, / rat her rfy’/'hr, and eonsfrafn-^ 
liOc oou all on tliat happy eircumstanei.* into 
wfii^ n \ oil ate brought l)y that go.sfK*! which F 
iiav'.' at 'o great an expence delivered to you. 

IS 1 .1 ihf s.jMK' o// this account^ do you oho rejoice^ and con- ]§ 
^iti.o/aieicithmeffi'TwlaW sutVering the l.e,t 
estreimtii's in a cau.'.e like this, I am happy, and 
ought l»e i\ g.U’iled as an (;bj(‘cL of (saigralu- 
iatioii rather than of condolem e. 

iiMi.; I hi!si ill it will indeed bp lU) surprise to me, if my.i<) 


(1 I It il'\ 

!< ; ur li ill’’. 


' ft ! hr' JjoUfi’tl Jc(' I Tliji 

'• Uk jjr<«[j<.r impui t <n tiic wui<i uTit.oj- 
AlmtJSt c\rry r(j;»<JiT liiiist know, 
’.‘Mt M'.oil apd wiiic niadf; .t |uri. of tlif 
"t,.> rujU'. «if the tioil Iwd oirldined 
f'i liK-.Ji v\i.s!i ritual, that a proportionaUe 
• (•nut It y of each should atltud every Jiul- 
t •(.!>, r un, lamb,, or kid, u-lueh wab 
;.i( '.r'nted at Ids altdr. '1 li'’ iK'aLhen.s al- 
•.o list'd £luc)i libations, and sumotiou s 
iluy (I'jOilldoud, iiiiii;i>‘rl with wiur, in 
iiooour of thrir idol diiti(s. Conipai^ 
l*.saJ. \v'i. •!. 'J’lx- .ijKi.stle coiRideis ih** 
laiih of the. Philippiaii' as an aooi'p'.aliie 
presenit’d to'oMi ; and if ho lu- 
nin il niartyrdoMi for Ins /eal topronooie 
i‘ , h.; m)':ht Mieak of h'-' blood as a hl.a- 


tkni poured «»ut iip'Jii el ig uMli 

greater beamy and projuieiy t!un ijim l. 
commcntatiirfe haM‘ obsnvid 

Con^toluluh' x.'iih '/ill' 1 1 o.inmt »v ui 

this heroic dihoour&e ot !hi*t'|»o-tl ■, wilh- 
out relloeliiig on the bclKi«'i)ur of (,'• 
bravo Atht'nian, rneiiU"n( d !>y I'l "iivi*, 
(Cllur. Allien, a]) Up. p. 'W7 } -h., re- 

tiini* d to Athens, tiinii the victo. i .u » bai - 
lie ot Marathon, l.hcdinglo d«a''j Miih 
Ihc wounds Ilf iiiid 1 1 e( ivoi) ni :h.- aiMiou, 
and c«»nung d.rcetiy to tl..* Itoiisi* 
ihe niagishalo'^ wi-io as'.. inl>h:i!, i. tiered 

only ibc>e two vsunU / - , < y 

luJit^ i/our ih't ft’ .Oh, iijui iuiukvIki'i * 

h drofUK cl dow II (li j(l jt iitn b » 



lie promises them a visit sHortly from.. Timothifi 


SECT, work and testimony as an apostle should end 
V. in martyrdom, but^ as I intimated above, (cliap. 
i. ii.’).) 1 do not immediately expect it ; and, m 
JI. 1^. J^**^*^*^ time, would omit nothin)^ which may 

shew iny endeared allection to my Christian bre- 
thren, and particularly to you. In pursuance of 
which, I hope in the LordJesiis^ to wliose di- 
rection and coiuroul I desire to submit all my 
schemes, and in whose hand the life and the 
ways of his servants arci, that I shall quickhj be 
able to send Timothy to you; that by liim, not 
- only you, l)ut I also may be refreshed^ knoueing 
from him [the state of ] your affairs more par^ 
20ticu!arly than I can otherwise hope to do. My 
respect for you inclines me to make choice of 
him on this occasion, though I can ill spare him; 
for 1 hieve none here with me ioall respects of a 
like disposition j who will so naturall^^ with such 
a g(‘nuine tenderness and concern, take the care 
oj your affairs. 

2\ Itideed a temper like tiiis is too uncommon;^ 
JiO'y great as our engagements and obligations to‘ 
a cofitrary disposition arc, I may say it, with 
very few exceptions, that almost all seek their 
' oxni t/iinps,^ none the things of Christ Jet^us. 
It is hard to find, even among those that call 
themselves his discijjles, any who have their 
Master’s interest so ailoctionaioly at heart as noi 
to neglect it, m some degree at least, out of re- 
gard to their own secular interest and pleasure, 
22 tiase and safety. Bui you know the experience 
y/' hun^ who was with me well as Silas, in that 
memoraole vi^ii which I fiivt made \ou, (Ads 
xvi. 1, 12.) and you had an v)|'portnnity ol see- 
ing, that as a son tctt/i a fatlu} ., he served with 
Vic in the woik ni the go'ipcl^ .nd neglected no 
(-•casion of tloing, in the most aHectionalc man- 
ner, whalev-M’ nnglit lightt ii either my kiiionrs 
2'^. or my siilferings. / hope thenj'ore to send I'ini 
very yHick^y io you^ as soon as I sie hoxv my 
affair-^ hill be deicnninciL And though he 
, - be so nsofiil to me, I sliall be willing to spare 
upon your account. I’ill they come to a 


the Lord Jesu<4, to 
send Tiniotheuh 
sliortly unto yoxiff 
tliat 1 also ma}' 
of g.iod 

when 1 know your^^ 
state. 


20 I’ur 1 h.i\ c no 
man likt'-mindtd, 
who uil) naturally 
care for 'yonv state. 


Cl For all seek 
thou own, nut the 
tilings whu li an- J«‘* 
sus Christ’s. 


•Ji But \i* I.mm 
I ho piMof ol liirn, 
that a*' A \Mrn 

tin' litiiM, ]i>' h.ith 
Si-nod with iiiL- in 
tlu 


CS Him thrjofoi., 
I hope* to solid pir- 
.^oiitly, so s-)uii .js 1 
shall si-o how It will 
go virh .Tie, 

2‘'* Ihit 1 ti^ist ill 


•' rill till II now t Pt-rliaps fh.s ji)i.rne\ ; wi-.ich they rni},Ut doolim; 
the apo' lie rn4\ «pcfik tins in rctorcnco through l.-u at a regard it th# ir own 
to the 1 ‘iit which honio Christians, and ease and con\eiiioncy, whn h laid hini 
pU'sihly soiMO ministers,' at Koine had uiidiM the litci ^sity of paiting with I • 
Acted lo '►Jixiii }/r niight Imvc pi iinithy 



. and in the mean tim^ sends Epaph'OlUi Us: * SIS 

the Lord, that I also more certain crisis, I conclude it will be most sect.^ 

'.shortly agreeable to you that ho should defer his jour- v,. 

ney. Hut I iruH in the providence and care of'^^ 
' , the Lovft Jesus Christ, to whose guardiapship I j| 

commit t!io life 1 have devoted to his service, 

(hat / shell soon be set at liberty, and come to 
as i'et I supposed you imjsdf. let in the mean time, c»r at least 
u nri.tssary to send ^jn Timothy cati he more conveniently spared, 
liiy Itijonqht it necessary anti cxnetlicnr to send to 

pjii.oniul.ibour, and j/ow EpaphroditvSy wy dear brother^ dili- 
jHiiow.hoidier, hut geiu iu the work, afid/dlntc-sol* 

i'rihlt arduous combat and paiufid siitfetx 

my vr.iht^ iugs of Christ : but who was most welcome 

7i:cssenqer io me<*, and the ready 77nnistcr to the 
relief of my 77ecessities% by whose faithful hand 
1 received that liberal supply which your pious 
For he lonjrt-d friendship so cheerfidU' advanced.' ilad I on-'Jo 
after >'<>« a’d, on<i |y consulted mv own convenience and pleasure, 

Wuum:* Ihirv!”^ ^ slumld have been <:Ia(l to iiave detained him 
hr.ird that hV h.i.l longer; but I luuv give him his (lispatcdies*, be- 
i)<» u .sick. cause hr xvas earei dingty d* sh'ous returning ro 

•you all^ for whom he has a most endeared af- 
f(Jction, and teas much dejected and troubled 
because he knew had heard that hexvas .v/c/', 
and he lear<*d 1 <ni tin* ti<ltngs should grieve you 
too nmc!), a^ he could not but know how aifec- 
:t Tor h<? tionat(*ly you love him. And indeed it is very 27 

sicky and in all hnmana|i- 

uu.r( \ till 1. nil , .iiui pearaiiee m//’ /e ; btit God had mere y up- ; 

imiuii iiiiiM.iiiv, but recovered him ; and 1 must say, m 

Mi!uihT has.’ ^on-J bad uof coiTipassiou upon him 

idmie^ out al^'o on me, that I niiq/i^ ii'^t /urcr .s*>r- 


1 . :/t /?/( >\i ‘fjit r. ] thi; \v,r.l is 
troiz,, ^K.'iu would rciub'i' It your upwsi Ir, 
and \ \\ry li.iNc ''t.iopi d >0 low as to di i\v 
an .n*.;unu‘ijt lioin Iumk’i.', lriprovc th.il 
hf u.is til' 11 bishop in the iijo lorn 
cd'llu’word, and that ‘.iiuh hijiliops ar-': 
iiif'ainnni'diutc Miu ops^ors ofthu ajmsth s 
1.1 liuMi- oxtif.ioiduiary rank and p»>w. r. 
jlut tilt* ablf -si puron^ t>f diorps.in cpi'*- 
ijM.'v have h d tlui modosty and prn- 
di jn.'i' to sp.iie this argunit-nt, ax jr is «.o 
Jill ongruoii . to suppose that h'- should 
Jii* ciuph'Vtd as i ino-vengf*!* to tarry tlu* 
* iuindn^s alms to Paul, whrn he irirs* 
n.ivo had such import ant hnsineshat hoim ; 
ijortlut swhatfollotta by .'iny irirain. agicr 
«ifli inch a supposition. See Mr. Pfor-eS 
Vlil'l. p. &c. 


^ fffi Ihnt vnnisfrt”! mu : 

.Vo/o'yov tt; Yp'itf; « Mr Puir^’e fol- 
lowi, ra'itellio in midi ring it, “ he vaha 
“ i 4 firno to aelfd /<!e //.•-/,’* ''iippos- 

ing the apnstif'h intt nlion w.i •• to appoint 
Epaphrodilub ashiN rcpii scntjtiv f iii tlivi 
church, who was* to supply Iii'^i Kuc dur- 
ing hi.s absence, and wiioin therefore he 
styles woes/ Put the word vp'.'* i' 
IH other partx of thr- isJh*, as well 
tl>v\vh*Te, n^' d in > I'l li -i m.innei as to 
fiv oiM iheintupii'l.it. n ::!V» ■* i i o*ir \oi > 
sioM. f tiiiip.'Pr < li.ip. IV 1(1. IP 

' 'V.^/f .VI// • j 'rh'^* iOi.i.e^V and 

.‘iMrge of ail coni rih:’.’'' to lnsdi'-- 

mder, as V 1 11 a** i i/ a-hiiluit \ ot hi'= .lOcnd - 
aiM'fi on Paul, .ii^'d di'.|'rii( I''*’*'' i c' atlanx 
ji) all VII itiiiM'. in*! •M-jI'.i; •! .lU IiOiir-, 



SECT, row vpon sorro'W ; as I certainly should have 
bad, if tlie loss of such a beloved friend, and of 
so useful a person, Ijad l)een adileil to all tiic 
11 / 27 . aflbctions I sustain id this imprisonment, 

and amidst so much perveiso and ungratelul 
oj)position. / have ili/fn f'ort^ snU him away to 28 1 sent him thrre- 
you, icii/i ihe ^renter dilip;enccy that scchip; him ti«* morparo- 
again in that comfortable stat^ of health and 
spiiit, to wincli by the Divine goodno.ss ho is ojayriiolir/ ami that 
novvroDtored, mij^ht rcjoict;; and i hat 1 viip:ht * 
be (lie /ess son' 0 \tn/y while I in s]>irit jiartakc ^ ‘ 

vvitli you in the satisfaction which 1 know this 
29 inter\ iew will give on both sides. Receive him Hccfive him 
thar/'ore as in the Ir^rd Jesus ChrUt, as mind- tiv'j' t p 'n lord 
lul ol your mutual reiation to him, with ail joy ^ ),„(j npnta- 
in the bowels of f’linstiaii love, as well as the tion: 
(lernonstratiohs of natural friendship : and hold 
persons ol' ,^uch a character, whatever their sta- 
CJOtion uf life may be, in hicjh estimation. For it - I'ccjum f.-i th<- 
v\as,' in a oreat measure, on accaiint e/ lh.it zeal ho«.'»s 

and fervour which ho exercised in carrying on 
theioorkoj Los’d boili in preach- s. j.|.iy your l.u k (.♦ 

ing the gospel, and attending inv n/t'cssilies, 
ihui yoW-r unto deaths haviiiii disregarded 

even \lii\ Lren'i life, that hr m cht till up the di fi’ 
cienvy ij your in lo nu , ami iniglit iC it 
were poNNible, perforin to mo in his own person 
all the kind oliices wiiicli your wln.'lc society 
could have reuderLd me had you been with me. 
as he was. 


IMPKO^ . MTN r. 

V>r»c To v.Lat .surJ-me heights of ))'• cv and virtue does the imiuor- 
^^^9 ^^tal hope of the gospel elevate tijc nend of niortril luae. I J> hold 
this holy apostle, not only oivscni'og hiin.scll' as a .'eseluie ^ uTiiu 
at til- altar of (e)d, but speaking of that s -'oke by wh.ch his 
LlooU was to be pc»ured out as an occiusiou ol‘ ey, and cal!:ng lot* 
till* eongratnlation of his friends npon it ! Uenolil him with plca- 
si’ ’ • resigning thesrx ieiy of ihos(‘ who were (h are t and most msc- 
• h. Jul to him, at a time when he sciunod most oi u'\ to lic ’d their 
a'-sK.iaiiu*; even of that fric.nd, wlio would nK>i naturally care 

SI I ■ iry if Jjotir a. ; To theui :is (tNposi d to havf i<n<lm‘d liNii 

'4 ■:*: .r.'; 'i 1 Afi.Peire h!i.U stuMi'f t'.i \ could i;/ jinwn ; Imt 

itoi.iil rtMlcf llii-. ,'.j fl'f Uif /nunnufcr i‘! iiol li.iv in ; ;'ti '’'pp-'i'tiinily to dn it tlu-rii- 
I'.' t' i/j me^ v.ljifli ut is uclvis, th-- ;«*ik! I j* i jihioditu'* v. .i-' in nns 

' s.'ijr.h the 'fbe apif*,lr ujiii-idii • Rspi'<*i ihcn pi and i> 



hefkcti<}fis oh^thi aj^stys heroic spirit. ' 317 

for their estate, when he knew none that were likc-tninded! And sect. 
'() iliat iliis init>ht be the character of all the inini^iters of Christ v. 
r.:.:Mnilly, and witlj genuine affection, to care for the sjatc 
those committed lo them, taking thought for them rfnd the 
ovcrj>ight of them, not by constiaint, but from a principle 
love, which shaii make all necessary labours natural and easy ! 

But alas, how rare a character>ifi it, ainJ how much reason is 
tlierii to lament the prevalency of a contrary disposition among 
all ranks of imm, the sacred order itself not excc'pted ; while all 
seek their m n ihive^s^ mme the things oj Je^^ua Christ ! 

Wbrit ingratitude docs tins argue! Yea what stupid inscnsibi-21 
lily, that any thing, that every thing, should be dearer to us than 
the interest of that Saviour who purchased us to himself with his 
hluod! Hap[)y th(‘y, who are distinguished by iheiV fidelity and 
tluiir zeal, in a lime of prevailing apostacy ! which vve are rot 
to wonder if we discover in these latter ages, wheiY the apostles 
found eau-ie to speak thus in their otvn. Ilow beautitui a dc- 
^cri|)tion doe^ he here give of the piety and Immility of young 
'rini itliy while seri'ing irith him as a son icdh a father in ike 
gospel I Thus li't young r.nrl aged ministers behave to each other, 2:i 
a.^ lathers and sons : the young pa)dng the older such reverend 
regards, the aged luroriiingto tbe younger such kind and render 
jiatronage, and shewing a solieiious concern to j)repare them for 
fiiliii'.' up their places in the church with increasing advantage. 

Some olivlous injfrnction arises from what is here said of good 
I' paplii'odilus, whose alTectiun to his C hristian friends was soar- 30 
dent, and whose ze.d for the wwk of Christ had even endangered 
Jii> Ilf'-, (neat reason is there to bold such, wherever they arc 
found, in high esteem, letiderly to sympathize with them, car-2u 
nc.slly to i-nlrcat (7od for them, if at any lime diseases threaten 
their useful lives ; and to own the mcrcif of God not to them on- 27 
//y, hut /" when he is pleased to raise them up, and restore 
tliem to .1 ( apac'ity of ministering in his church. J.et us go back 
in our memoiies, to the days and weeks of dangerous sickness 
which any <d’ us liave known, and humble ourselves before God, 
that we have no belter improved for his glory, and for the good 
(jf his church, his mercy to us, in bringing us np from the gates 
of the grave. 
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S E C T. VI. 

/\tid 'e'xhoris the Philippians to fix their n'hole dependence on 
Christ and his gospel^ as he assures them he himself did, though 
he had more to glory in with respect to Jcxiush privileges and 
advantages than most who valued themselves so highly upon 
them, Phil. III. 1 — 14. 


Phil. ; r - _ J - J - J tijj. tilings to 

111, I. hecomc of me, or ol yourselves, so rar as any yo«, lo meind. td u 
worldly interest and prospect is concerned, iliat notpiicvons, butfor 
yc rejoice in the protection and care of the Lord - 
Jesus Christ/ our blessed Redeemer, and in tlie 
])romises and hopes given us by him. I have 
already insisted upon them with pleasure (chap. 

^ i. 5, C, 10, 11, 20, &c. chap. ii. 5, 1 1,) and to 
write the same things to ijouf on such a topic, 
ft’v] nnt grivous to me, and [tV tV] not only 
safe, ljut uccvsravy for j/ou; as nothing can tend 
more to lortiTy you against the many tempta- 
tions and tMicniies with which you are surrounded. 

And, in farther prosecution of my great design 2 ii. uMrc of 
' 2 for your spiritual security and ediiicaiion, let htw.uc oi < wi uoti.. 
me urge you to beware of those invidiou.s, ma- 
lignant, contentious persons, whom I cannot 
forbear calling dogs,^ €0 nmcli liavc they of 
a brutal and canine dUposit on, snarling and 
malicious, greedy and fierce. Bexcare of evil 
worhers^, who, while they cry up the law, act 

® Reiol'i' ifi Ute .Some li,ivc ap* Mr. Flcininc Uillik^ iL rr-IVi* lo wh:»t In' 

pu*!i jjdod a ooiiis.i.t wirb rhap. ii. 25# had said to ihcni f(»nm‘il v, and that In; 
y'd, wh^re he tell- tht*ra, “ hv had sent only givoa sonu hint.sat llie»e larger ron- 
** h.paphroUitus, that he might rejoice at versations in Uie following ver^t^v, 
bis corning p* as if he had .^nd tie thinks mikcb tiieni something whscio.* 
jMW 1 add, that while you arc rejoicing Flciii. on the lirAt '?o%ur. p. 4. 
ill him, I uould have you Ufi ut: ia the ** liou'ure uf thi'tt.] 'I'hi'.in.iy \f‘i’y po- 
iftnf,' discerning the iiitorfjositinn of Bibiy he an allu.sioii to Imi. i\i. U) — I i. 

C ‘hrisl, in his being pres‘-rvcd and restored Compare vcr. 19; Tit. i. 11, li; horn. 
l 0 you. In this coniiwtion It iinghthave xvi. IS ; Gal. vj. 12, 13. 'l lic .lews us* d 
made the conclusf'>n of the second lo cull the Geiltiles and pcjli.ips .St. 
chapter, but it mav <o naturally, as in Paul may use (his language when s])>Mk. 
the par.>j>hias4c, intrr>diice what follow's, in; of thcii proud bigots, bv way of n*- 
that 1 did not choose to alter the usual tal'aiioo. (.urnpaie hov. xsii. 1 >. I/l-'.ti- 
division. fant tells u£ of 'i c.uslom at lUinic, to chani 

S;*'J.ei zerj/f the same tAiflgJ.] . Piod.'ile Uicir dogs at the door of their lj*)n .cs, 
IhlAkBtuis aiiiiitiiiiationthathe hud writ- and to put an inscription o\ur tltem, Ih • 
fcji a former epistle to them, which ii> now :u}are oj tins doiit to which he sc«iii.*> lo tlunk 
1 Cor v, 9; Cul Id. these vords may refer. 


PLULLIPPIANS III. 1. , 

€t /' t * tit 1 nrij . III. I. 

-/.ect. for liviat remains, viy de2Lr brethren, that |7inali.y, my 
1 may proceed to what 1 farther design in ^ hi ethren, rejoice 
this eoistle. let me exhort voo- whatever mav 



For true Christians hid no confidence in the fiesh. ■ 2 ^ 19 ., 

<*rs, beware of the ip direct contradiction to its most important sEcrfJ 
roiMMMun. precepts and grand design. Beware of thecoiu vi. 

vision^ for such I must call that body o^f 
. which proudly usurps the name of the dircum. 

cision, whereas the external right they so much 
contend for is but an unprofitable cutting and 
mangling of the' flesh, when performed from such 
principles, and imposed with sucli a temper: so 
that the bloody work of it may seem ati emblem 
of the cruel manner in which they cut and 
.0 i\)v we are Uu? mangle the church. Be on your guard against '5 

woKh"|',"':nd iu*"i.o ^ again, ./or, liow unwil- 

spirit, a.iii rcjuice in liug soevcr tlicy may be to allow it, Christians 
Christ Jii. 1 are indeed the circumcision^ who worship God, 
m Vhe " ritual observances of the Mosaic 

law', but in spirit and in tnitli; who boast not 
in Jewish privileges, hut in Christ Jtsiis, through 
w hom we obtain Divine favour and acceptance, 
and have no confidence in the ties hjX\\m^\ wxdo 
in fact wear the mark of circumcision in it, or 
however else we may be distinguished by birth, 

4 Thou^'ii I rnii;ht education, 01* any external forms. And indeed^ ' 

* f^y deiicient in any 

thor Tit, III thiiikTiii ^hing, wherein anoiber can boast, for it is evi- 
it ii.' h.itii \siu:iooi (lent I have also xchai Jins^ht be [an occasion oJ\ ^ 
n>;//a/c?ur in the fiesh, for if any other thinks he 
hath xi'hcreof to trust in the fiesh, / fear not to 
:>( ir.iiin i: niic 1 Uai'f] probablv more than he. I wa.sa 

^tu^k it'isi.Ki /ihi? *^>dy arvumemd, but that, according to the 

tribe Mn:, !,;,:,. „,au oxucte.st institution of Moses, on the eighth day^ 
oi ti lie- ^fier I wa.s bom ; of the stock of Israel, God’s 
chosen |)eo|)le, not as some circiiincisod famihevS 
are (h‘scended from Isliniael, or Kdom ; and of 
tiic tribe of Benjamin, whose lot lay so near the 
temple of God, and which joined not with ihc 
leu tribtis in their general revolt, but still ad* 
lii'rcd to Judah, anu to the true worship of God 
. at Jerusalem. Not only by my father’s, but 

• iny inotlier’s side, liave I lieeii from generation 
to generation an Hebrew, descended from a long 
line of Urbreu's % so that I reckon no proselyte • 


4 'Hio lie'll I rnif;hi 
Uo huve 0 (>uiidoiic;«; 
II tlu" Ilr sli. ir any 
liitjr 111,111 tiiiiikrth 
it In' h.itli \sIuMt’Ot 
hi' ini‘;ht Irint "i the 
tU’''h, I rnoir* 

j ('in inn i; I ilic 

Mijhtli »lav, ■ tlif 

^t^n■k < f IsiMt I '/ ihi? 

tribe Ilf D^an 

1)1 tl lle- 


Cii^iLowsvd thi eighth 1 1 e\it]eni1y l-t. which is also found in th« Sainaiitaii 
appeals, that the Jews ilid imt only h'y Pentateuch, “ Ihc mnU kJuM, iS rtut 


a j»n at deal of slrcs‘4 on On., i of ro» 
lUjiuiitutit hut on the tiiin* of peifoiniin^: 
it*, 1 . « , exactly on the. dyah day. I he 


attunuiiCilon ihv ujith tu.'jf shall he (lit 
n/r/tow ainnu^ Jus pcojiled^ 

^ Hcheie of //rOn‘u;s.} If. as Some ha>«*' 


.'I ptiM!iintha\c an addition loCnu. wii. coujecluieil,thetuibulontpei:.onto whom 



220 lie counts all things but loss^ that he 7na\f win Christ, 


sr.cT. of forei*]^!! naiions in my f>oneiilo<j;y ; isi'iih re- 
s/ur/ to t /it law I \vas /2 Plianscf^ of a. sect wbioli 
most strictly and vigorously adiicn-s to it, and 
has ad\)pto(i that gu;ird tradition basset 

around it to secure it from the lea'll degree of 
t' violation. jrif./i j\<pirt to zeal for tliese ri- 
tuals, wliicb they so eagerly enjoin, I myself 
was once employed witli the greatest fury in 
■prrsci'Uiiug the (7/ z// (7/ of Christ, and endeavour- 
ing, if possible, to nioL it up from the face of 
tile eartli : as to that rig^ht foulness ^ which is 
placed in an exact ol)s(‘rvalion oi the law in its 
external precepts, I have been quite blaincltss 
and unexceptionable, so that those who knew me 
most intimau ly could not have accused me of 
any wilful transgression, or of neglecting any 
(‘Xpiatory rites and sacritiecs appointed in ea^p of 
''i involuntary e rrors. 'I'liis was my cliaraeter and 
slate; and there was a time v^bci 1 was proud 
of Jible to say all tins, and thought myself 
< \ceedmgly happy. But nowmy vievvs of things 
are a!tc‘red, and a very dillerent scene lialh 
opvMied itselt upon me, so tliai the t/mtgs which 
W( rc once go./;/ to //;e, and wliicli 1 nmst valued 
m\ self upon, / haic now turinoi/cj Imt as 
•or C//e;.s7‘. 1 look upon them as tilings iiiost 

ilespicable when compared vMth him, yea as 
tilings wiiicli would be extremely misebievouf; to 
me h they should in any degree pn-vent my ap- 
plication to him, or my sliaring tiic* benefits of 
those that Im'ieve m him. Vea iioublJrss^ and 
/ cou'i ' • tt ihnas^y how va;j j'.>le so‘*vcr, tc; he 
hi/^ i atid dianiape, with rc mi tot he nwst cv- 
ci /'enf tcnozi’fedgr of ( hr is! \‘rvij/ I A-rd, ’-viiich 

.s<< uMi' ii 4 xceeos cwory othei knowledge or in- 
terest that ea;: <<»me coe .etition wiih u; 
jer t‘ e sake e!’ ivknh 1 lunc //Ind the toss aj 
/;// % iiaviiig been exrj. ileu with ril'amy 


hrows; 355 touchilij' 
the law, .1 Pliaviscc; 


(> Ctun.’c'rning /(al ; 
jH'.r (Tuiint; the 
ohurcli, twiiolnnp llic 
riglitf’uiisiu‘ss wliK Ij 
is in tli(; law, blanif 


'7 lint what. 

’.o n; pain to tru , 

llhthf' 1 counUtl K'*- 
fni Christ. 


Milr.n .illi; 
i>'ii l-f i.ir thf* • - 

ri 'll til \ r,| 1 !,f‘ k'M.W . 

luiiie <a ( 'l.ri t Jt".*; 
iJi\ 1 , 01(1 I'.r uhfin 
i li:r. 4‘ '.iiticrril tli« 
all ai.il 


Pan! <‘''p '’ial!\ n fiTS, w<tl only tl>4* so*. 
t»t fi {‘I'w's'.K'tij, ni/d ii'.t ol a i.ativ-- Jciv, 
th*re was a pf'.'T.li.n piaju i' \ irniwi'llnr' 
oiJ liiej|; (‘ircum.-ht ;«iwi 'i. lint on i-wrv «n- 
t<?rpr*‘tfstn)n it will njipnar }».•,; r, aj.d 1 
am always cantioi’^ <ti nioj;'a.ii55 U'-* pu i- 
phrai>'6 vith tla; v^ppoMtiajj nnv thlij-*: 

4»f ^sliich Iht 10 is inji iirii' I’or.si.ii Miiia 
proof. 

^ / CuunirU to • '■ r 4 • i. r. f tru’vc 

fff/ri au rj a‘- iti'uui r^do tludr " ).id>iin' 
V. Uu'li lilt ’ h' t nC (!t u I -I lin-y 


‘ijjnhl cn4hn:'<*i Ili»*ir ]iV4‘s; in wij,' h 
b- n’-’cv/a-e is . (I, Act.; \icv]i ',’1. 

*■' //•/' (' (i/ ;/,x’ f<i ^ Ilf u/f tlr- 'M. j It 

i\ ic't tiy uny means itiipruh.iiilt , that a 
'.ciiu*n'’’i‘ i»f » uommummfh.n ini^dit he (no- 
ii'Mnci (l ayrnnsl Paul, or, at hast th.it 
III*' i-oi.d-, rnii^lit l>(‘ t'i'ifi vr.tt*h >'1-* Vm'- 
ki...v. ''il.i’i l»cltc«iijg llchn-ws. ihoii‘''.i 
|>rvl>4i>!^ 1)0 oni‘ of thciri "O i#hnoMoi.-. 
to 1h' ir fewi-h hreUiM-ii as Iiim‘-cll, v.fit 
acfii.il)> UcMtcd Ift*h. \, T; * '31 
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Jo count them but frotti amoHg the Jews, and deprived of all the sect. 
c'hrUt, * towering hopes to which iny anibilion might vi. ' 

once have aspired far from repining at it, 

I count them not worth mentioning, few they 
seem to be fiw/ vile refuse and dung^ that I may 
gain that inestimable prize and treasure, Christ 

9 And be found d^^us, ill whon^ alone I shall be safe, and rich, 

in him, not having and happy forever, 'riiongh not only rcputa-9 
mine own ri}?htrous- tioii and power, e^so and plenty, but even life 
bw*^mt'thar w^ sliould be sacrificed to this view, I am 

^ is iiirongh iht* faith happy enough, if I may but be found in him, vi- 
of Christ, the righ- tally united to him by a true I’aith and love, and 
GoTby*Lrih*^^ under his protection and favour; not 

hax'vig mine oxen righteousness^ whick [u] of the 
km ; such a righteousness as only consists in ob- 
serving the precepts or expiations of the Jewish 
religion, whicli I was once so soflcifous to csia- 
blislj ; nor any confidence in any legal righteous- 
ness whatever, as my pica before God, but that 
I may he interested in that xthich [fi*] by the faith 
of Christ, the righteousness xvhich [iV] of God 
' through faith ; that %vhich he has appointed we 

should obtain and secure, by believing in his 
Son, and making our appUcaiion to him as crea- 
tures condemned and undone, whose only refuge 
is in his righreou»ness and grac.e. (Compare Rom. 

10 7iiat t may j. k;. jij, 22; X. 3.) 'I’his is my great concern, 10 

pown- oMiiriV.lir! c^perimoiuallv to know him^ and feel Mi^effica- 
ujction, ihmJ tir 1*1- eiuus poxi'fr oj liis continually work- 

lowship oi hissufW- ing upon my mmd, a/if/liearing mo forward with 

most cheurful resolution, io share in ihefel. 
dc*ath ; luwship of hf^y sifffentigs too, btingmade conjorm- 

able to his death, in all the tortures of criicitixion 

1 1 If by .niymraiiij itself, should liis providciicc call mo to it. //ll - 

having done and suirered any thing which God . 
the dead : lavs in Illy way, / nwjy but fry an y possible means 

at length attain to the rcsurrccthm ^ from the 
* and that consummate holiness and bles- 


iUtiin toihr v€-uii*^i'tton.'\ Mr. Pie; 'c sunecUon of ihe tirade Tiio partide */“, in 
a'ouM rJ iidor the words* tt Brw; this c<»wneclioii, implies iisj uncerlamiy of 

fhnt any iLOtf ! may ainve at the reAurrec^ the resurrect ion, nor any doubt as to 
//(7^ &•'. supposing it alludes to the ship’s PnuPs attninini? it. 
arriviii;; jit the port it is bound fftr. But Tho n'sm n'ciion from the dtyid ] Mr, 
the word atta^'/iedliSiBun ambi]?uity, wbidi ricrninff uiiderstniuls St. Paul ft'? sjuakiinv 
equally answering the original, stems here of a^>.vA r< »wr; rtf wv of martyrs an<l 
lielU'r to suit the 12*1' \crse, in which tho Uk* most <mnjo»t 'taints, which many 
.iposile certainly meads something more g'K»d men niijht 'full short of, and of 
Ttiau that he had nof 7/ef arrived at the rc~ which he thinks the apostle him*5df might 
VOL.‘V. ' P . 





${nce he had not ijet attained, fie asp^eP^^hi^ ^0^ection, 


si'a;t. sfdness wliicJi I19 will then bestow upon all his 
'** people, when tlie di ad in Christ shall rise first, 
(listinj:i;iiislied with gloncs proportionable 
ill. 11. the. vigour with which they have exerted 
theinsi-lviis in his service. 


,i This 1 sav, nol as if 1 hud alrcad;^ attained to vi Not as thongit 
all that 1 Wish to bo, or rerre already perfect; I attauj. 

1 'or 1 am truly sensible how laV 1 am from that riady prifect'rb^ 
pv.'rtociio!i of ciiaractcr, as welFasof state, which foilo-A ufier, if that/ 
the gospc'l teaches me to aspire after; hut J pur- 
Sid it, i/h\; any means / may but ri'ach and tf/i- ^ 

pn/u hJ that height of excellence /or u /iich also Christ Jc&u^. 

I am apprehended by Christ Jtsm^ whose con- 
descending hand graciously laid bold on rue in 
iny mad career, in so extraordinary a manner as 
you have ollen heard, and lias intradncod me 
jMto that blessed race in which I am now en- 


najrrdJ‘ 

1 j /hrthren, I repeat it again, with all unfeigned 
iiumilii v of heart, that 1 count not vujsrlf to have 
attained a'reatly, 1 have nmch nobler heights of 
holiness in view, and am M nsihio how far I fall 
sliovt ol' them JJut one tlunp^ j / can that 
herein 1 imitate ilie conduct of the racers in jour 


i:i !Hr<;thr»*n, f 
count not inysflf to 
have 3 ppri;li«iiilril : 
hut lh:s one thing / 


M'.J li \(j aj. alis»ul»jt<* axsiiiaiii c. And hi 
‘iical upon lin.' |)<*« It! aiity of 

Th ■ j'hrri<;o rnt t^V<v ti-rt-rc/ -t>,; ot t^v v«x- 
. »’ir s'l iie 'voulU rCtul it, acci^rdiiig to 
li r Ale.\auilrit:n MSS and would' rendor 
it “ OnU p(culiit) rtiun^ni iJtkh h hi he 
fro,. t a/houj iht; fv t of ifu' if end.** Fh'in. 
.>n the Fii’sT PeMn-, p. 32. S'2. Ihu 1 
ftiij;;L,hl tl»a' rcsflaig auil m isiuu toopiv- 
(.anous to J" adopt'd ic, cspconlly ^ s 
JtapjHMri 10 wie ili.ii • a i-J '•oio- 

lMnc> U'cd ifiitboMt any such 
C’O^.Mpaiv Mark xii. IH; l.uk< cv. '.h*;; and 
l])a‘ h', iu »r«'< mphatu'a! phn • , ry,; ra.i- 
7 .cx-vy i ',k • x\. 3.' . lurpl , 
sitsijt’MTs that ri'i '» •'octl n of wli ^ h aU 
go .<i ‘Uetj uicto partake, and Uidct-d the 
gcic rd dt ' iaiatioii, tli it IhodeaJtn (%iU 
^fttiro frUf will answer any t/ur.g 
■. ..{.lied ill those cxpiftSii • 'I’lUMdilors 
of the Ih ii'^ManTr-'*’tJrtn;n. duk tlir- Jew- 
ish ttMi h* who ttp!»o yea'll wiCi bo 
umeh e.1g;frhef<s were • / scot of the 
.s.'idducreij, ynd that he takes Uie mor*’ 
fTe.:j(iefit*ui^cd of the }e..urr.‘cttnnf in op* 
po.Siton Jb itrcir peinieioti j tenets in if.- 
C to 'it.* ; ^ 

^ &C, } ('.'irifTidatcs 

i»v the tiivim/Tgiaihes, e-peeia/lv tthen 
!..C7 fji-'t pre'<C‘f<ttiJ them- wer'..f- 


ten introdnoed hy vorno ptrbon <it esla- 
hli-iu*tl repul. It it>n, who, at tin* saim 
timi- tlut lie pokt'.'ib honourably a-, might 
be 'if liH friend, urged him to acijuithim- 
a.eU wiili file ufimjsi \igour and rosolii- 
tiuu ; and it is pi^ssibl' llial lius clause 
may allude to th-it cireumstar.ee. Uut I 
rom liide that, even on Ibis interpretation, 
it hnther «‘\preNsi*s. tin- >e.UM the apo.-*- 
tic liatl ol In.s oblignlioii'- to tin- eondc^- 
cension and er-'iCf ot ( luet, lu {)U}>,nirr* 
and yriz'mi* him wluli' he tUd fioru him, 
and i»o engaging: him to ii''|urp to this, 
crown of life. (. omprire 1 'I’lm. i. lA, It' 

* k'ut lias o^^' fhtu^ f do. J Mr. I'circe. 
thinks the in» 't exact grimm itira! eon- 
struction of tbcsft words is Ihi"', ** I press 
.i^ter that f'le tkini for which t haii* 
“ heeii app.eheTid^l by Jc\us ('hint, that' 
I may apprehend or attain it, neglect- 
“ iug the t/UDgs hi lind, and stretching 
“ fill ward to tho'-C befor.*, thk ofJi 

Mo/g, r .'-ay, I piess, dccmding to the 
‘‘ aim I h'.i;c* iixed to my*‘Clf, that I may 
“ obtain thc/uv:r of the bighi’aHing, ^.c." 
lJut I think the con&tnietiun maybe deai 
enoii®!), hy supplying the ivoiJs, “ f cm 
“ .fisiJ/,’* without the trailS'lv’Sitif'ii he would 
altenijit 



aui 


td^dlr^' ttie ^drlc to secure the prlie. 


223 : 


ih, forgetting those celebrated Grecian games ; my thoughts and 
Wn 7 ^<r'i«aoh!ng cares.are all fixed upon this great object and, 
fortii unto tiiose jorgettnig the things which are behind^ not. look- 
thi|i;rs %bich art be- jpg back with immoderate scll:-complac^n^v on 
the steps alrcatly taken, and the way already dis- 
patched, /am concerned intensely, with all the 
vigour and agility I can possibly exert, to stretch 
forward toward those things which are before; 
n I pipsc tow.ufi And so I pursue the goal Jor the glorious 
oir*'’ti*r Iih! strikes my sight there; even that which is 

I-4iiin„r of (.0(1 jn the ultimate end of the Mgh calling”' of 6 W, 
with which ho hath honoured me, by the dis- 
pensation of his grace in Christ Jesus;” and 
surely no calling can be more noble, or better 
deserve the most constant attention and most ar- 
dent pursuit. 



Phil, 
in. 13 


14 


(Jbrist Jesus. 


IMPROVKMKNT. 

it was not grievous to the apostle to repeat tha same useful Ver. 
(‘xhortations, when hi* judged it conducive to the safety and hap- 
piness of those to whom be wrote, so neither should it be griev- 
ous to ns to hear or to speak truths, with which in the general 
may be well acquainted, but which we may be too ready to 
forget, in pursuit of things, more amusing indeed, but less ad- 
vaniageous. Such are the truihs here inculcated; familiarly 
Known, but not therefore to he disregarded. I-.et us avoid all ap- 
proaf las lo these diUesublc characters here branded with so jiist^ 
an infamy; and cfuisider what it is that will constitute us the err- 
cumfi.sion, the people whom God will avow for his own; and'> 
charge it ujion our souls, that we worship God in the Spirit, that 


*“ / jtur ut ilif> f))ii('iff the 
Ilcru K :tll .liDiiir a bcaulifiil .'l)lu^iul) to 
tin* <"Jlyui|>U’ 'i.iuu s, and e-picially the 
root-J,i«‘(»', wliii'h made tli(‘ most in'l(’hrat- 
udpait Ilf llii’mj wliun* the pri/o was 
placed in a vi ry couspioiions situation, 
jjo th.it the rurijpi'titui.s be ani- 

luatod by having it sliU in their 
Mr Upniup considers the word 
as c\pi( »suij?^hc in 'uicipal prize, wh(>ru.'is 
sonic iiiijjlit Come to the foa/, and n’ceive 
kiVi'er rei^nrds *. as if uc had said, I labour 
lo cornr in so us to secure the greatest, 
i, <\ I ..iin .It being an advanced and 
cmplary Clirisiian. J)anl. Sorm. Vol. 
IF. p. ."'>1. But I cannot iccollecl any 
.soedndary prize bestow(id on the Olvm- 
pic tW'iacc, (though ill fuu(;ral games 
w.H common,) nor can I supposw the 
apo.vtle to refer to the jminthleilc crown, 
i. c. the crown gi\cn to one who conquer- 


ed in all the .'iiiilelic rxerrists, though 
th.it ifii^htci rtanily by way of < luinsnoc 
breath'd •roPiK'^ii-v. /I't’grMWf/p//; *. See 
Mr. W(*st’s Dis-hOit. ou the (Mympic' 
Gaines, p, Kiii. 

'* 0/ GW %,i (hint Je^us.] F.'Rnfant 
tliiiiks the aposite eomp.i>(''^ our Lord to 
those who stood on uu clovuird place at 
the end of the course, calling thii racers 
by their names, and encouragintr them, 
hy out ’'•a (rf>:Lny lo exert them- 

selves uith vi ,.r. Hut not to insist ou 
the uncertain this, it would seem al 
all events in' alional lo iuteirprei ihe 
Uikh citHingy as abuding to lh(’ pnuhma^ 
(h n tiiad(‘, by wbioh men were called be- 
fore the opening of the o«.»nrse to con- 
tend for such and such a prize, whi< li 
auswers to the general declaration made 
in the gospel of the hcaiculy pvizi*. 



' > j 


Reflections on the apdstle's 'renoUn^iig aU ih^^ffof' tJhrist. 


..ucs, we rejoice in Christ Jesus, and repose not ir> any sense confi- 
deuce in the flesh. 

‘ We sec an example of this excellent temper in the apostle 

***^*'^ here, Who makes his boast in Christ, and for him renounces those 
•*» advantages on which ho was once ready to set the highest value, 
lie accounted tliose things but loss and damage which once he 
esteemed his gain and his treasure, especially that eager but 
blind zeal with which he had once persecuted the church. May 
7 a be deeply and cont»taiilly impressed upon our minds, that the 
knoxi'lidff^c of Ghrist is of all things the most exceUait^ as the ob- 
Sject of It is moat snldimc and interesting, and the fruits of it 
most happy and important! This therefore let us pursue, and 
be truly solicitous that vve may gain Christ as our own unalien- 
.9 able property, and that we may be found in /linij interested in 
a better rigluotursness than wo can claim, by virtue of our own 
personal obedience to any law; even that which is bi/ the Jaitk 
of Christ, the rif^/ifeousness which is of God, prepared, exlnbit- 
ed, and appointed by him, and which is received Inj faith in his 
Son. 

Who w'ould not wish to know him in the power of his resnr- 
10rection,to feel the ^ievvs of that great event powerfully operating 
on his mind, yea, in this connection to know the fellowshin of 
his suiVerings too? Who would not be willing to bv made, in the 
most painful sense, conformable to his death, to feel tiie scourges, 
the insults, the nails, tlie cross, and, what was m‘)re dreadful 
than all, even the desertion of ilte Father himself, iniglit hr there- 
by attain to a resemblance to Christ in a glorious resurrection 
1 1 from the dead ? It shall be the portion of all who die to sin, and 
live to God, and persist in a resolution of sacrificing all to that 
Redeemer wlio for tis died and rose again. 

In the mean time, while we are surrounded with the infirmities 
of mortality, may we ever ker p up an humble sense of the imper- 
15, llifection of our present attainnn » ts in religion. May we with holy 
Paul, so incomparabiy our superior, forget the progress already 
made, and strain every nerve,, in reaching on to what jet re- 
mains before us. How far arv. we from apprehending (hat for 
which we were apprehended bx/ Jesus Christ ! How far from an- 
swering the plan our Lord bat; drawn, and being completely what 
' ‘ he intended liis servants should be ! £nkindle in our breasts, 

^ ** O thott great Author and Finisher of our Faith ! a more ar- 

dent desire of answering it; and for that purpose, may it please 
thee so to display before our believing eyes the glorious prize 
** Hf thi high calling with which God has honoured us through 
* that we may feel all the ardour of our souls awakenedno 

^4 owain it^ and never slacken our pace till we win that immortal 
but daily increase our speed as we approach it.” 





the same rult^ 9 $ 5 - 


SECT. VII. 


The apostle urges ttpon the PhUippians a holy and blanwless. 
'temper, and a heavenly conversation, cautioning them against 
the bad example even of some professing Christians, uho 
brought great detriment on themselves, and reproach upon 
religion, by the unsuitable manner in tchich they acted. 
Phil. III. 15 , to the end. IV. 1. 


PHIL. Id. 15. 

T KT us therefore, 
as many as be 
perfect, be thus 
miudt'ii : and if in 
any tliinj^ yc be 
otherwise miiiiled, 
<xod shall reveal this 
unto ) ou. 


SECT. 


Iti Nevertheless 
whereto weha\eal- 


PIIILIPPJANS III. 1.5. 

gUCH is the situation of iny own mind, and 
^ the ardour of desire with which I arn pressing 
after farther attainments in the Divine life. Let Phil. 
as many of us therefore as are perfect in any de- 
grec, that is, all who arc sincere Christians, and 
initiated, if I may so express it, into the holy 
mysteries of our religion, attend to as 

our great business and aim ; and if any (f you 
arc ofha'wise affected^ if any be unhappily fallen 
into a remiss and indolent frame, God shall re- 
veal even this unto you} 1 hope that he will/ 
and I pray that he may, give you such views of 
the crown of glory, the prize of onr high call- 
ing, as may animate your most vigorous pursuit . • . 
of it. Nevertheless (u)hcre\mto\T hcipe\ 


» ..Is many of tt^ tsarc perfect y &c, ] The 
use of this phlM•^^ in reft'n'ncc to those 
imtiatcil initthe n.tisietu'Sy i-s so well known, 
and the ailu.-)ioii lu re seciii'. so suitable 
to the connci’tiuii, that I presume I need 
not largely viiuhcate the inter preliition 
given. I shall utily add, liiat wLnn this 
exprossion is ii'id to intimate, that 
the greatest adepts in Christianity should 
be l.il)ouriiig after higher improvements, 
it must stiongly imply the obligation on 
those in a lower class to press forwards. 

^ t.W i/u/// rtTffl/, &,c. ) Mr. Fleming, 
in pursnaiH-e of hi.s p(‘Culiar interpreta- 
tion of vcr. 11, paraphrases this verse as 
if he bad said, If any of you are not 
persuaded of that doctrihe of a first 
■* icsiirrcction, winch is not iiidfcd of the 
‘“f utmost lu^essity, God may hereafter 
rc\cal it moie fully ; and in the mean 
time, let us aim at that common glory 
“ whicli we all profes.s to expect at the 
“ general resurrecti -n.’* But 1 think if 
r.Tul had di'clarcd it as a part of the rov 
vi hation he had received fmm Chiist (and 
be could surely knuiv it no otlu-rwisc 


than by special revelation,) it coidtl not 
have been left to them a.s a matter oi' m- 
diHcrence, to judge one way or anc- 
therofit. Dr. Whitby labours to prove 
that the apostle here glances on those 
Christians who might be ready to lay a 
stress oil ctrcunu'isiun and Jewish are- 
mouies, with relation to which he lu'j ed 
they would be better informed, vvhicn at 
least they would probably be after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Compare GaJ. 
V. 10} vi. 15, 16. 

« JS ere; Me/m, &o.) The construolion 
here has some perplexity, but, on the 
whole* 1 think is to be understood us 
if be bad said, 1 could wish to am mate 
« you to the gicatost ardour in pursu- 
“ ing the prize j” however at least re- 
member to agree in hotiounug the 
as }our common rule, ami bearing u pro- 
per aiicctiou to each other. 4**^ it' wc 
.suppu^e the words n** S to come 

in ns a pareiiihesh, and to be leiidvred, 
itt rtfuch J hope we haie attained^ a proper 
^listinctioii will ljepre>encd between this 
ai.d the preceding \«r.v, which havcof*- 



226 i And zvarns them those ^ 


SECT, have at least attained j' let us act as tijose who 
yn, are liahitnally persuaded of the Divine autlio- 
'^"’"-''f^rity of the gospel, and accordingly all lealk 

profess to revere, as i/ie 
V' ‘same gh:at authentic ru/e of our conduct ; and 
V - lit us especially be taught by it to attend to the 
.same thinff, to be one in onr aifections to each 
other, concerning whu h onr duty h so plainly 
declared, tliat the weakest honest inquirer can- 
not be mistaktMi. 

^7 'rims I exhort you, and 1 hope I may appeal 
to all that know me, ttiat my behaviour speaks 
the same language. So that 1 may conlidontly 
say, AV v/c, my brethren^ imitators of w/r, and 
absen t y and cucloa\onr to follow, those that 
Kttlky as ye tuixe us for an example ; join this 
company, and learn to speak and act like them. 
For (here are manjt who call themselves Chris- 
tians, and yet u’a/X" \i)i a very different man- 
ner y^ of tchom 1 kne often told yoUy and 
7vnc tell you even Keeping; for well indeed may 
*J weep on so sad an occasion, as it is certain 
^thaly\ whatever they may profess, \thty arc] 
emmies of the cross of Chrisfp^ and as they are 
imwillin;; to sull'i. r any thing for it, so its cause 
ami hoiivuir snllVis nmcli by tliem, for they 
conliimally act conti<ir\ to liie very end and 
1 0 design ol their Master's death. Sueli a set of 
men there is, .-fZ/oe behaviour is seandalons, 
and their end [/s | niter de^hurtivn, W’hatevcr 
they may talk of knowing and serving llie true 
(jodjthes are persons if7/y,xt/ .'liief^(;r/ \is \ their 
OW'D belly y (compare Horn. i. IS.) which they 
continually seek to honour witl tlie most luxuri- 
ous sacniices ; person; whose taste is «o mean 
pre|josterous, that they^lory //ztliose things wliieli 
arc indeed their siunney having outgrown all the 
lemaindcrs ot common modesty, and all sense 


attainefl, 1ft 
us walk by the sriiuc 
rule, lei us mind the 
same tliinir. 


17 Or lliun, be 

of me Aiul mark 
them ^ihicbwalk do, 
ah ye h.wc us fur an 
ensatnpU:. 


I ft (For in:jijy 
walk, of whom I 
ha\o told you olton, 
and now tell vou 
even weepiiir, ftiuf 
t licit are the euemies 
of the cross of 
('host : 


I '\V1 'SO i*nd /'s fir- 
st I IK tin , V ho e L’ofI 
M iht'n iK-lly. and 
ry ts m tlunr 


i *»» been confomifb’fl. I'nr Uic sense of 
me jihravr t /c, see Phil. ii. 2, and 

Korn. XII. U'. 

/'rumui do the crosx of Chr’ni.'\ The 
fUfl and dosign of (hut beiu" to .xitrart 
our hearts from oarth tohtMveu, st.ch au 
* xpression may be proper in that scii'-c 
tbou^ih some think it rere*-.*^ to their tfi'tr- 
shn toperaecLitiun, uiidcrstandiiig by the 
Chiitf the fj'o.ss tube bp me /or 


CloisL I thiuk nru*h less pfoju ily Nor 
floes it ,seerf) to nfer so much lo their 
cuctendiug for Jewish cereiiionics, as in 
central to iheir immora/ Iciujict afterwards 
desonhi'd. It ifl to be fcarcflmany cuii- 
eit*. fn>m the Gentiles, as woU as from 
the J' WH, answered this character, and 
if they did so, it wa.s entirely to tirv 
apo-.tie’fc purpo. e to n prove tliriii. 



sbame, who mfnd of'decencv. - In a word, they are persons 7<£j//y srcr.' 
farthly things.) mind Only earihhj things, all their thoughts and vif.; 

pursuits arc taken up with visible and cor juireal 
objects, the concerns of time and tins transitory 
aoFor oiir conver- world. Buf ICC coHversc US ciliztm vfhea-2Q‘ ' 
considering ourselves as denizens of the" 

Jook for the Saviour, ^cw Jerusaiem, and only strangers and pilgrims 
the Lord jesuB upon earth. We therefore endeavour to pro- 
* mote the interests of that glorious society, to 

learn its manners, and to behave worthy of onr 
relation to it : fvmn Khemr. \ilso xvt expect I he 
blessed appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ as/z 
21 Who shall ?>)?/?• ; Wko shall transforyn our viU bodi/ 
change our that it may be made coyyforynable to his glorious 

laViuoiitd iiU- unto '> ^kat all the ahaj^ement and dishonour of 
ins piorious houy, the grave may be shaken off for ever, and we, 
wovk'in*"whi‘»-h\ having bomc his image in holiness on earth, 
ir;lbh?c\cH to lub- kcur it ill Ucauty, glory and immortality 
due all things imto id heaven. It is indeed a vastly surprising, and 
to sense an incredible change ; but wc ought to 
remember, that nothing is too hard for Omnipo- 
tence : he will therefore clfoct it, according to the 
energy rvhci’cbi/ he is able to subject cveyi all things 
totfo himself, and which will render him com- 
pletely victorious over all Ins enemies, evtni 
over death and the grave, the last of them. 

IV. 1 . Thripforc, *riiertj'ort\ let me entreat and charge you all, ?m/ IV. i. 
luv brethren, d(. 1.1 V bcloved and most amiubtc hreihrm, my joy now, 
for) "‘.Y ^ rt^oicing in that expected day 

crown, hostaij.i of thc Lord, that as ye have so great and irn- 
u» the Loul,//'y .bar- portaiit a liopc, ye impi'ovc it to animate you 
ly bc.io\ui ^ vigorous adherence to that religion which 

inspires it; and so stand Ja^^i in the Loy\l^, as 
becomes those who are so dear to Inm, as well, 
as so tenderly beloved by me, and who ex|;)ect 
by his grace so glorious a change. 


‘‘ Transfonn our I 'de h,.<ly.] To o-ar/-tar*i; 

-i/w-y, iniijdit IitiTalJy he reri- 
doredy !/ic hay of our kumiliationj 5 cc. that 
K, this b.niy in iho form <.f sinful llcsh, 
humbled and degraded as it at picseiit 15, 
'ind so tliften ut from what thc body of 
Adam originally was. 

‘‘ So stand faU; ^cc. J There 110 ffiijre 


reason for malting this tl.n h^'ginning of 
a new chapter, than there would be foi 
disjoining the last verse of the 1 Cor. xv. 
in sense cxartly parallel to this, from 
tlie preceding discourse on thc resurrec- 
tion uith which it is so l>eaulifally a.id 
properly connected. 



.JJ 28 Reflections on a sensual temper, (is enmity against God. 


iMrfti>VKMENT. 

s!iCT. And do not we also look for Christ an a Saviour? Do vve not 
vii. hope this vile body shall by his all-victorious power be trans- 
formed into the likeness ot his own glorious bod\f ? Is it not with 
this hope that we commit the dust of our friends to the grave ? 
And is it not in this coiiiidence that we think of our own death 
20 with hoj>e 5 and with cheerfulness ? Why then is not our conver- 
sation more in heaven ? Why have we not more frequent, so- 
lemn, and aft'eetionate views of that better world to which vve 
profess to be tendtng ? Alas ! have we not reason too ofttMi to 
weep for ourselves as well as others, that we mind eartlily things 
so much, and heavenly no more ? But wretched indeed are we 
19 if we. fully answer the sa<l character which, in professing (’hristi- 
ans, wlierever it is seen, and much more wherever it is ex[)eri - 
enced, is so justly deplorable! May Divine grace ever preserv(‘ 
those on whom the name of Christ is named, those by whom 
it is known, from making their belly their god, (how infamous 
a deity !) and from that wretche<l degeneracy of taste, and 
18 perverseness of rnitid, which would lead them to glory in their 
shame! Surely the cross of Christ was intended to teach us 
lessons so contrary to this, that there can be no greater enmity 
to it that) to indulge such a temper, especially while we profess 
to plead for that cross, imd to glory in it. May w(j not only ab- 
lior such a temper, but bewail it ! Yea may rivers of tears run 
down oW' Li/cs when vve see God^s law violiiicd and h\^ s;ospel 
profaned. 

n Bkssed liii .God, fur other and better examples in tlie aposto- 
lic age, and ihat sonie are likevwseto be traced in our own, cor- 
rupt as it is; though they are in Dumber less frequent, and in 
161ustre less radiant than of old ! Let us liowever mark t)ose that 
walk, we have Paul for an fwamplc. How different soever oiir 

apprehensions in some things may be, may wo all uniii; in a care 
of practical religion, and wLir*^unto we have already uf turned, 
walk by the same rule, and mmd the same thing. And () that 
our rule mnv be more and rnop- attended to in every step of our 
way ! and thar if in any instance wc mistake it, or if we' fail in 
those notions we ought to have of any principle of Christianity 
which are to add a sanction to it, Cod vtay recital even this unto 
Owp. and tcaeh us to act in a luoro suitable rn mner! In every 
*'*' ** sense, wl^t we see not, may he tcaeh us, and wherein uo have 
done may we do no more (Job xxxiv. 32,) but stand fast 

in thfi Lord, and press forward with greater ardour towards every 
religious improvement, towards every thing which may increase 
th<* beauty of our character, and reflect a brighie honour upon 
i:)gr' profession. 



St. Pcful ixprieliset his concifh/or his feUouhlabouretv. 22^ 


S K C T. Vlll, 

/ 4 Jier some particular charges relating to a pacific temper, the 
apostle gives more gciteral exhortations to Christian cheer- 
fulness, moderation, prayer-, a behaviour universally amiable, 
and an imitation of the good example he had endeavoured to 
give them. Phil. lY. 2 — i». 


PIIII,. IV. a. PHILIPPUNS IV. 2. 

J BK.SKKCH Euo- J HAVK been exhorting you all to stand fast 
dius, aud boseech ju the Lord, being supported by those glo- 

uroahe samtilimd A”** ^ f"Ust ilOW 

ill thp Lt,ni . particularly beseech Euodia.avd beseech Stfntyche 
that^ whatever cause of dilFerence may have 
arisen between them, they would sacrifice al< to 
the common engagements of iheir Christian 
profession, and would attend to the same thing m 
the Lord: that they would turn all their thoughts 
into that one channel, and only consider how 
they may most effectually promote the great 
> And I entreat purposes of their common calling. And 7^ 
ihceaho true yoko bcseech thee buy] genuine associate*^ whose 

uicr; xviiieh laboured mciKlship supersedes tlie necessity ot 

v-ith 1110 111 tiio^os- naming tlieo particularly, that thou wouldst assist 
i»oi, will, ci.'iiK lit ,i]. PK)ns ’women who laboured with me in the 

v>, ami vj!»i oilier . / i • i i i • i 

niyioiiow i.ibouivij,, such services as suited their sox and 

wiioho iKiJii.- r.', ill i>iation, and assisted with Clemens also and my: 
the book oi .'Hi-. vlhcr f e/l(fW-lahou7'trs\ whose nameSy as I have 
reason in charity t© hope [are\in the book of 


SECT. 

vui. 


Phil. 
IV. 5i ' 


^ My cj'^Cyt yvfiirt;.] 

ujnii'ist.iwil and niider as 

a prvpcM’ iMinc, l/w /;u<: hut as I 

do not r»Mii(!!iil>cr any in^taiici* in which 
IS u>.<‘»l merely to M!J;nify i/ur or 
fioncsi^ it ii.ij^t, even on that inleipruta* 
lion, refor to the .'^e.jiiilicalioii ofihu name. 
As if he had said, Twh art iiij/jfHS vtdettd, 
tht* lifiiral iiiij^ort of which is undoubted- 
ly, rtC(.,i»<ljnjf to our verswin, 7/oU‘‘:fvlJots ; 
))ot as that word iu laiKliah is generally 
appropriated to cunjtt^ul Ufe^ and yet, a.s 
ic >taiids in the. ori;;,nnal, is miuruline^ and 
coiLsi queatly (ivavinif all other argu- 
nieuts) Ccinnot bu taken in that ■’onsc, I 
thought it better to render it 
1 think it probable this might }>e an ot- 
litV of considerable niilhonty and dig- 


nity ill the church at Philippi, prrbapa 
husband to one of tin.' pious woinea here 
uiciitioned. 

^ ff ometi — wio labuuterf.] A'^ women’.** 
preaching was so expressly foilnddcn b> 
Paul, We most conclude it was in sore* 
other way that the.se good womt‘n were 
helpful to him in the gospel , not so much 
by ministering to his person, though that 
no doubt they wer45 read> lo do, us they 
had opportunity, but by such kind of ser- 
vices as I have iutirnuTcd ui the imp.i'Ve- 
rtmnt, and by the intelligence they might 
give him of the of religion among 
their female acquaintance, ilieir chil- 
dren, or other branches U' tiicir respec- 
tit'o families. 



IV, 


4 Rejoice in the 
Lord alway : nnd a- 
gam ] say, Rejoice, 


^230 ' He exhorts them to leave all Weir cojtcifns mih God^ 

b!:cT. and will there aj/pear to their everlasting 

vHi. honour and joy, though I do not stay to enu- 
them here, 

Phtl. j drawing toward a close, and let 

tliih he iny I'arewell. Whatever difficulties and 
persecutions may attend }Ou, rejoice akacaijs in 
the Lord; endeavour to maintain an habitual 
joy in Christ, and in the hopes and privileges 
you dcri\e from him. And a^ain I sai/, Itgotce. 

1 renew tlie exhortation, as the honour of our 
Divine Master and your own comfort so much 
depends on attending to it. . 

5 Let If our moderation and gentleness, both in 
the pursuits of the various enjoyments of life, 
and in supporting the injuries and indignities 
you may meet with, be kno-wn unto all vien^ as 
visible in the whole of your behaviour ; for the 
Lord [f.v] at hand. He will quickly come to 
close the scene, and to put an end to all your 
temporal enjoyments, and all you can suflbr 
^ from your enemies. In the mean rime, vvhaU 
ever necessities, or whatever oppressions, may 
arise, be anxious about nothings so as to disquiet 


Let your mode- 
ration hi' known unto 
all rm n. 'I ho Lmd 
!s at hand. 


or distress your minds, hut in everj thing that 
occurs, ill every condition, and on every occa- 
sion, lit your petitions be made known^ and 
breathed out before Gody in humble prayer y and 
fervent supplication y^ to be still mingled zviih 
thanksgiving y as there is always room for praise, 
and always occasion for it, even in cirenmstan- 
CCS of the greatest affliction and distress. 

Jndy li you exercise such temper, the peace 
which thv' blessed Spirit of Gt d diilust's over ilie 
souls of his peoplt;, that peact*, u'hich far surpas- 
ses all under landing y^' which none can conceive 


d ITe careful foi 
nothing; hut in cile- 
ry thing by prayt r 
and suppluahdu, 
with xthank4ii'iving. 
let your request. s lx 
made known unto 
(iod. 


7 And the pi ace 
of Ood, winch p^i^- 
bcUi all uiidtr')tand- 


^ ll’hv '• namfi Gie in ihe txviL of life . ) 
'i'h< names of goon men arc often repre- 
&<'.nud as rv^istr.ai in heaven , compare 
!\lal. lii. Id. Where any thin.:: of such 
ch.ira(;f(*r appeared, it was reasoiiablu, 
in the juiL'inent of charity, to hope thi\ 
wjthrcspM-t mthe persons in whom it 
was found ; hut we have no rcasou tn con- 
f.!udt} from this expretsiqn, that Taul had 
any parhculai revelation with regard to 
iheSQ jfrieiiiLli hi here inciuioiia as certain- 
ly dc'^lined b* salvation. 

('rnifir ana snp’.du fUi n ] The parli- 
■'■ula? difl'erciice between and' 


^njero cannot I think be a .certaim d, 
thongh K(*nic understand by llie fo»mci, 
petition for "fn/tif and by thi; latter, tlipre- 
tainm of evil. Perhaps the filter may lx; 
rathei more expresshc than the furinrr, 
aa implying more carne.^t importunity ; 
and ihts sense the woYd seems 

to carry with it, 

*“ 'the pence of Gody &c.J By tbistA- 
pre.s8ii)n some understand, that panycih.s'- 
puMlton which till' gospel requires, intev- 
pretirig the. following phrase, enlier of ifs 
ercelhn^ ail merely inlelleUnnl endow-. 
incuts fas if It weie parallel to 1 (’cv 



and to bemin^tpi cve^ of the Chtistian charaeter. 

ing:, shall kntp yonr b&t lie wlio fcels it, and which nono* can feci 
hearts .imi oimds | ^ Diviiic communication, shall <riiard and 

♦hrouijhClinhlJfSus. , . •7’ ■ / • Ot/ , r ■ 

detenu your' hcarls and your vinm in t nrist Je- 
sus^ so iliai nothing shall be able to break ,in up- 
8 Finally, hrciiiron, QH that sweet and sacrod tranquillity. As/oVi 

lyy^.tlnrn^ let me dispatch it 
h-iirisi, in a few words. lie alvAays intiMit on raising 
uh;uso(:vcrtliin;;s/)r<'your characters to the gi*(vatest height you jros- 
just, wiutsocxor whatever thin/iis arc true and sinctTc, 

so(\cr thiiii,'. (ueU'hatnyr things [are] grave and vcncrablcy^ 
IomI>, wh.itNutfvfr a’/zrt/cr'frr things [<m'j righteous Viud' eijuilah/c^ 
tiiin-w;r, of rc- things [circ] cluiste and pure^Khatever 

things [tire'] friendly and kiiid,'^ whakver things 
uny pruisr, think ou \are\ reputable and truly ornamental, if {there. 
iiic^c* thln.^s. them, and if {there he\ any 

just praise resulting iVoin them, think frerjuent- 
ly <)/ these things^ consider what tliey are, how 
bigidy Nou arc obliged to regard them, ajid en- 
deavom* more and more lo abound in the prac- 
'» Tho«!o tilings tict.* of them. y/m/, for iiiriber illustration ! 
\\hidj yt' ha\v Mh and coniirmation of this advice, I will add, rcAtf/- 
imirhcanl ' things yc hare Icarnttf and rem'red, and 
ill in<s tlo: and iiu‘ heard, and seen in nk, whatever good lessons 1 
(iud wt* prnre shall i,ave given you, wh.atever worthy of imitation, 
you may have observed in my conduct, while I 
abode among you, or may have since been cre- 
dibly infenned of, these things be ye ever care- 
ful lo practise; and the (lOil of peace shall al- 
ways be with you: for I have the testimony of 
iny conscience, that my conduct has alvvays been 


1.'; witli \oU- 


Mii. J.) t'l 't iK thf’ uliujr powers 

<ir till- s*';.!, 'jaul to sii^nii’y 

'/,r ; Daii. Ml. 'J"; ix. 10; 

i Ih.l. II. ( oMip.Tre l»oMi. vm. 1. 

jiiit till- 1 .^ oulv a biuiii/i of’ that ti'Fnp»r 
wliiih \vi arc' to <'u]lj\atc, if wc xlesirc 
tlKiT bcii-io of pcacf and rcionriliatioti 
with Ood, i f wiiicii it is nioyt natural to 
Um.s claust', as that txcdletjt 
jui aclu'r, iMr. J>ii Maut, has shc^n at 
^ his Atiluable discuiiis« on this 

V Ti \i. Sci- hi.s Si'rm. p. 3()7, Sac. Thus 
pera- of Jv'lui XIV. '27, signifies 

e.i; p<;u'e which he or of which he 

Uic author. Tor the emphasis of^ the 
Word r.>pcr‘t, sre the note on 1 Vet. i. 5. 

‘ (Uave and vt*htr(ille.\ The word 
irf|L'.,o; is rendered ii/rtic, and 
”nn lip, 1 Tim. iii. 4, S, U ; Tit. ii. 1, 

\ iJr. lardner Iras- very well CKpre.ssed 


the design of llie exhortation wlicn he 
says, “ That it i> lo |■(M^l,nlmen^t to 
“ Christians a concern lor tin ir chavac- 
ter, a care s-i to lHha\e as to sceuie to 
“ themsehes some degree of rcsfiect and 
“ esteem: that they should aM>id uiibe- 
“ coining levity in word, aiMum, habit, 
and outward behuMOur; which tends 
“ to render imn de-spuable; and luakeK 
them appear weak, mean, and of no 
** consequence in the eyes of others.^* 
LardnerN Serm. p. .'UP. And I hope it 
will be r^rocDihcrcd howpaniculariy thi.s 
gravity is rreonnnended to inimstirs in 
the places cited above. 

B Frirndhj and kind.] 'I’his semns the 
more exact import of :o foo-fiA»i tlian 
though there is cx'rfainly dlvutycUimin 
fiMch/;it'f/rf/y 



BEC'I. 

vnr. 


Pl.it. 
IV. 7. 



233 Rejections on St. Paul's regard for his feH<fU>r,tdbourerSi &o. 

SECT, pleasing in his sight, and that jour imitation *of 
viii. it will be the way to engage the Divine presence 
and blessing, which I most heartily wish you. 

r 

IMPROVEMENT. 

verse 3 Ifow condcsccndinir is this great apostle in the kind notice he 
takes, not only ot his iVllow-labourers in the work of the Chris- 
tian ministry, but even of the women, who, according to the 
opportunity which God gave them, lent their assistance for the 
service of the gospel, whatever their assistance were; whether 
by their prayers, or their familiar addresses to their friends, or 
their kind offices to the bodies of tho^e in distress, or that uni-* 
form example by which the several virtues of Christianity were 
recommended, and the Christian profession adorned! I.jet none 
then object the privacy of theirstaiions, as if that must necessarily 
cut tlicm olVfrom usefulness, but let them endeavour diligently 
and humbly to do their utmost, and pray for increasing wisdom 
and grace, to guide them in their deliberations and resolves. 

- It will be very subservient to this happy design, that Chris- 
tians in whatever stations they are, should be of one mind in the 
Lord; that they should endeavour to lay aside mutual prejudices, 
and unite in love if they cannot perfectly agree in all their sen- 
4timenLs. I’hen uiay they Me Zerrf; and it is to be 

urged upon them again and again, that they do so. It is to be 
urged, not only as a privilege hut a duty. And surely, if we 
consider what a Saviour lie is, and how perfectly accommodated 
to what our necessities require, and what our hearts could wish, 
we shall easily enter into the reasonableness of the exhortation. 

5 Let us often represent it to ourselves as a truth equally im- 
portant and certain, that the Lord is at hand. By his spiritual 
presence he is ever near us, and tlie day of his liiial and visible 
appearance is continually aj>proaching. Let our hearts be duly 
jnflueni,cJ by it, and particularly be tauglit that holy nioderatioii 
whicli becomes those who seer the season so nearly advancing, 
when all these things shall be dissolved. And lot this abate our 
anxiety about them. Why should we be solicitous about things 
which shall so soon be a; if they had never been? Let us seek 
the repose of our mind's in prayer. In every thing, by humble 
supplication let us make known our requests unto God. 'And 
let us mingle thankful acknowledgments for past favours, with 
out addresses to the throne of grace for what we farther need. 

7 This wifi establish the serenity of our souls, so that the peace of 
God^ more sweet and delightful thaA any who have not experi- 
enced it can conceive, will keep our hearts and nmids in Christ 
Jesusy and. make onr state secure its well as pleasant. 

Let u^ .h^u•ly the beautiful and the venerable, as well uliat 



Thb apostle thanks the PhUippians for their present / *233 

is true and just in actions, and pursue every thing which shall, sect* ;< 
as such, approve itself to onr consciences, every thing in which viu. > 
there shall be virtue and praise. Let usedways in this view 
deavpur to keep the moral sense uncorrupted, and pray that God ^ 
would, if I may be allowi d the expression, preserve the delicacy 
cf^Mjr mind in this respect, that a holy sensibility of soul may 
warn and alarm us, to guard against every distant appearance of 
evil. That so cautious of venturing to the utmost boundaries 
of what may bo innocent, we may be more secure than we could 
otherwise be, from the danger of passing over to the confines of v’erso 9 
^uilt, and of wandering from one degree of it to another. And 
while we exhort others to such a care, let us ourselves endea- 
vour to be like this holy apostle, among the brighter examples 
of it. 


SECT. IX. 

T/te apostle concludes nnlh his acknowledgments to the Philip- 
pian^ tor the liberal supphj they had sent him ; at the same 
time speaking of the independennj of temper to n hich Divine 
grace had brought him ; and (ransputs Christian salutations 
from himself and his friends at Rome, Phi). IV, 10 , — to the 
end. 


riiiL, IV'. 10. 
Ip'T I rojoiced in 
tlie Lord 

that now at thr l.ibl 

V^UIV^ ||4%.r 

bath doni'lshcd a- 
gain ; whenin yc 
wtT« also oarffii), blit 
\o lacked opportu- 
nity. 


^ 1 1 Nottliat I speak 
•'in r^^stjccl of nant: 


PHILIPPIAN.S IV. 10. 



the Lord Jesus Christ,* to whose providence and 
grace I ultimately ascribe it, j/c?z/r affec- 
tionatc care of me has now sprung up again and 
flourished^ like vegetables which, after having 
seemed during the winter to be dead in the earth, 
sprout up at the returning spring with new beau- 
ty and pleasure. With respect to wiikh^you 'were 
indeed cave fid before^ as 1 a.ssnredly believe, but 
ye wanttd that convenieni opportunity which the 
coming of Epapliroditus gave you, of transmit- 
ting to me the fruit of your liberality and boun- 
ty. But 1 w'ould 7wi have you think that /IT. 
speak with respect to want^ as Tf 1 was impatient 
of that, or meant to extort any thing from you, 
if future necessities should arise, as by dint of 
importunity. For 1 bless God, I have no need 


^ Rejoiced greatly in the ford.] This received from tho PhUippians: and many 
thv deep sense tlie apo-^tle enter- other traces of this kind appear in the 
laiiiedof the providential interposition uritiogs of St. PaoL 
ofCiit ist, iu the seasonable suppl y he bad . 



And eiin-ekes. his cfontenlmeni in dU eihunisthnces. 


SIjCT. 

IX. 


!('. J- 


of hernlxinfj in^solf to sncli low expedients, as / 
//iTit’ Imrntdj inwhatrvrrii'vnimsfajiirslarn, to 
berontentnl / know both [hou''] io be abased^ 
when* it pleases Go{l tohninblo me, aud / kiion: 
[ho‘:i'] to abound, ul’Oii his providenee ap])ears 
Inr my J^n[)ply. In every \ ‘idacc\ and in all [con- 
ditions] I am insfrncUd, and find myself, as it 
were, initiated into this great mystery,*' so need- 
Inl to the. Christian, and especially the apostolic 
life, btf/li to be fed /?/< withoul transgres- 
sing the rnles of temperance, and to suffer him- 
ffer without murmuring or discontent. 1 know 
how both to abound, without too fond an attach- 
ment to the world, when iny circumstances in 
it are most easy, and t\fall short of the agreeable 
accommodations of life, yea, and to he in ne- 
cessity, without being greatly disturbed at such 
a ciiauge, or feeling any painful anxiety on ac- 
l:> count of it. In one word, whatever is to b(^ 
tlone, whatever is to b.e borne, / am sufficient 
fur all things have vigour enough for the one, 
luue patience and fortitude enougli for the other: 
but tin'll I would not be understood to arrogate 
any thing of this to myself, l>ut would most 
humlily Hud allcct innately acknowledge, that it 
is all ihruugh Christ who t-nablvs vir, and fnr- 
iiishe's my spirit with a strength of which it is 
iiaturally destitute. 

J d Vou see by tliis, that the happiness of my life 
doth not depend upon any external circiim- 
.stance, nor any supply I ^an* receive from my 
most generous Iriinxls. Vcvtrfhclvss, yr did 
wctl in cnnwuinicafinff so i:berally lointj relief, 
mi\\MaJfltc(ion uriderwhicb Iain now sidVcring; 
VIS it is certain the servants of (Christ are not less 
worthy of being rcga* Jcd n*jd a.sbisred hy you, 
lor tliose aitainmeius winch by his grace they 
have been enabled to make in the temper which 
' ' their prof(‘ssion demands. And in this respect, 

I am uitdcr peculiar obligations to you, my dear 
hrcthroiS ,^^*/’ 0 Phitigpians, u'dlknuxa, that 


for 1 ha\« learned in 
whatsi t'vcr state I 
aiT», Uien-jn'ilh to be 
content. 

know both 

//O'a-'t eabuKcd, knrl 
I know how to a- 
biuind : evc'ry 
nixl 111 all things I 
am i list rue tod, both 
to he full and to be 
iiimcrrv, both to a- 
bound and to sulVer 
need. 


IT) I can do nil 
tiling!} tiivu(igli('tiii..r 
which f-tiTngtheiiet;! 


li Noiwil list and- 
inn yeb;uc well done 
that yv did coriirnw- 
mcatc wjili iny at 
llidiMu. 


K'ifNow, \r Vbi ■■ 
lippiaus kimw aW. 


k'liiitiau’d. &c.] This is well known rmtt* to every Greek reader Ivw niu. I 
to bife the peculiar souse of and hi esteemed these pruod dispii'>iti'»iis <* 

it haft a spoil heiOwhifh 1 Could iioi per- ruiiid hen* spoken of, boyoiul all il* / 
bttide mys-clf to suppic’-rt, as the apuitle, hoasitd .wi/w/io/n, wh.itcvcr ■. flu - 
by Uie choice yf this ttoid, seem'- »o iwli* might be Supported to coTitau' 



He acktUftBUiges-iJie supptjj%iky sent H^'i0; Thessttiohica. 23^? 

tJnt in the beginning bfghihing of oxiT missioii ; when we came sect. 
?dcJ»rfcX'mMa^ «id preaclied thi gospeUmimeyoM, as Jms 
cerfonte, ciiurch departing/rovi Macedonia'’' (wnich is now about 
ooinmunicttud with twelve years ago**,) no church communicated iv. is. 

g"‘lni“nd*Sg! receiving, 

but ye only. that is, 110 Chtjstiiin society, as such, made any 

collection for my personal support atid assist- 

16 For even in aiicc, but y Oil onl^ : Fo)\ uot Contented wiili t6 

Tlit;bs.ihinia,yosent necessities, while 1 was with 

my ni( cs,it\ you; ei'cn when I resided in I hessalomca^ though 

it was so considerable a city, and the metropolis 
of your country, and though the gospel was so 
aH’cet innately received by sonic there/yet you 
sent thither once and again to the relief of w/y 
ncccsu'iy. 

17 Not bt'cinse I I mention this in so particular a manner, jioln 

dr nr ;i gill: but I j desire a gift^ ov would cxtortaiiv fu- 

to jom ac- tufc tavour irom you, by tlie recollection cl the 
’•'“iiic past, but this / desire^ that in such ways, as 

may be most for the honour of (iod, and the 
credit ofyour profession, fruit may aboundy to 
T/.n/r comfortable in I lie day of the Lord. 
lUii i line all, At present you need nor be solicitous about me, I ^ 

’”‘1 * , for I have all 1 can wisli to make mv bonds sit 

oi i<:j».i|)hn.diiMb the me, andiXi) indeed more than 

«imu. . luihxii'ieseni usiuil ill llic coriveBiont accommodations of life : 
iVom y..n, an odour J uHi fully having reccivrd by Kpaphrodil US youv 
* .tri-uL^ /nr,sr;//, which I cannot but esteem as a Ira- 

an aarptahk sacrifice ^ uxU-plvas- 
ing to God, to who'ic glory it is, I know, ulti- 
mately devoted, while for his sake you are so 
10 Tiui inv Ond ix*;uly to relieve his ministers. Ami I have t.d 


tali all y 


ms nrlir.s j 
by Christ Jc 


the pleasure to think you will not on the whole 
,yyy be losers by such liberalities, but that my Gudy 
graciously smiling upon your tribute of gialcful 
love, raill supply all your rranlSj accouliug to 
his inexhaustible, riches^ which he cannot but 
possess w ho is seated oi supremo and ma- 


Ad f a<faiiin^, Ike.'] Sn 1 think 
d, br<t tu lundn hrr.msc bjdli 

I’hilippi diwl 'IhiNbalonira (vn. in.) lay. 
u Macrdiuiia ; aiul no traiisil.UioiUMii be 
m-.ru litoral 

‘‘About twrivo years a^o.J ' i‘» epistle 
(djiwr hivo observed in tho lui duotioiO 
'•■rins ti) havr beru writlrn tow.\ , tlir 
'*i)d*of I’aiil's lirM iiupritbninoutat Rom.', 


Hhiob wjiJi about A. O. 63; and he fn 
icbotl at Fbilippi about! the yrar 51. 

^ Tofu If nicrssitt/.] It appeals by i 
Tbrss. ii. 2 lii. 7 — that it wa«; 
nut to the liberality of the inhabitaiit< 
of that i.ily, but ehidly tu tiie labour 
of his oun iuiuds, that Caul owed hii 
subsi«tciiee during his abode 
them. 



236 He concludes with salutations, and a binediction. 

SECT, jesty above, and scatters down not* merely the 

•X* blessings of providence, but of grace, by Christ 
fesus, which I Bbpe he will largely impart to 

iPi. y®'*; 

20 A'oa» (0 our God and Falher, to him whom we 20 Now «n(o f?oii 

are encouraged to regard under that endearing anJ our Fathw, br 
character, and in whom, through the great Re- Amen '*'^ *"** 
deemer, we are dady rejoicing, /or 

<^er and ever. /I men, 

21 I will not swell my postscript by a long cata- 21 Salute every 
, ' loguu of names, but desire you to salute every jai«t <« thnst jesus., 

saint in Christ Jesus; and to assure them all, 
known or unknown, that they are dear to me, you. 
and that, in general or particular petitions, I 
bear them always upon my heart The brethren 
xvho are with me^ my dear fellow-labourer.^, 
with whom I most frecjiicntly converse, salnfc 
you^ sincerely wishing your prosperity and peace. 

And not only tliesc brethren, who sojourn with 
me, and bear a part in the ministerial work, 

1*2 but All the other sainU here at Rome salute *2 2 All tin* 
you^^ but especially they of Cesar'^s household^ salute yon, ^ 
w'ho, sensible of the goodness of God to them, sVr>s hVuschoia. ' 
in causing Ins grace to visit tliem, and dwell 
with them in such a situation, have a particular 
regard for their brethren every where, and de- 
sire to be particularly remembered to you. 

23 To conclude all with the best wishes my most ur, The grace of 
endeared love can form for you, may the grace lord Jesus Christ 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the sanctifying and '***' 

comfortable influences of his Spirit, [be] with^ 

• you all, now' and at all tdiies, to support you 
under all your irirds, and to animate you to per- 
severe even unto the end : Amen, 

m. MOVEMENT. 

Vei. What a noble spirit of generosity and gratitude appears in 
10, 14the apostle! How handsomely does he acknowledge the favour 
1.^), IGof his friends, still maintaining the dignity of his cl?aracter, re- 
joicing in tlie tokens of their atTcction to him, chiefly as fruits 
ITahounding to their accounY, and as it would be a sweet savour 
ISacceptable to God. And surely the incense which they were 


^ T ht' h) rthren^^nd oil the sainti salute bablc the ministm at Rome were oallt d 
pmj] Frttm this distinction I conclude, by the naincuf breOuen. rf‘irtr\ \ nulic. 
with Mr. IVirce, that it is hc^hjy pro^ p. 3 “is. 



n^on the apmtkVsiiperwtyjc the tvorhl 

presenting at the Divincaltar, would also by its fragrancy delight seu^ 
them, surely they enjoyed what they had of their own, whether 
it were more or less, with greater satisfaction, when they were im- 
parting something with filial gratitude to theilr Father in Clnist, i 
to* make his bonds and imprisonment the less grievous. . ,;i 

The apostle freely professes, tliat he received these tokens of " 
their affection with pleasure ; but much happier was he in that 
noble superiority of mind to external circumstances which he so 
amiably describes. Truly rich, and truly great, in knowing /loxo 
to be content in every circumstance ; possessed of the noblest kind 
of learnings in having learned howto be exalted^ and to be abased^ 
to abound or to suffer need. This all-sufficiency, of which hell, l*i5 
boasts, is it haughty arrogance? far from it : he is never humbler 
than when he speaks of himself in this exalted language. It is in 
the strength of another that he glories. 1 am sufficient Jor all\Z 
things through Christ which strengthens me. And here the fee- 
blest Christian may join issue With him, anti say, if Christ will 
‘‘ strengthen me, 1 also ani sufficient for allP 1 1 is grace there- 
fore let us constantly seek, and endeavour to maintain a continual 
dependence upon it, praying for ourselves, and for each other, 
that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ may be with us. 7’his25 
grace produced and maintained saints, where of all places upon 
earth, we should least have expected to find them, even in the pa- 
lace of Cicsar, of Nero. Let it encourage us to look to God to 22 
supplj/ our spiritual necessities out of the riches of hh glory in\^ 
Christ. And, in a cheerful hope that he will do it, let us through 20 
him ascribe glory to our God and Father for ever and ever. 

//men. 
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^'^OLOSSE was a large populous city of Ph^gia in 
^ Asia Minor, and stood not far from LaodiHa: but 
though it appears from this epistle, that a Christian 
church was established in it, .we have no account by 
whom, or at what time, it was founded. Some have 
concluded, from chap. ii. I, that St. Paul had never been 
there himself; but though perhaps nothing can be cer- 
tainly inferred from that passage in relation to it, yet 
there is great reason to beliwe, that if the apostle had 
been personally, concerned in the first preaching of the 
gospel there, so important a fact would not have been 
entirely omitted in the history of the Acts. It is not 
howev(;r at all improbable, but they might be convert- 
ed while Paul resided at Ephesus, especially consider- 
ing that he spent no less than three years in that city, 
and preached with so much success, that St. Luke tells 
ns, (Acts xix. 20.) that all they who dwelt in Asia heard 
the ivord of the Lord, to/A Jews and Greek.s. 

As to the date of this epistle, ’ittle need be added 
here, after what has been already observed in the Intro- 
duction to the Ephesians, (p. 89.) It appears highly 
probable, for reasons there given, that it.was wrote at 
the same time with that to the Ephesians, and they 
were both sent together by Tychicus and Oncsinuis, 



‘24*2 ' ‘ a' Getierat fitroStctiiM ' 

towarclb the close ctf Paul’s first imprisonment at Roine« 
whicli was about the year of our Lord 63, or the ninth 
of the emperor Nero. (Cdmpare chap. iv. 3, 7» 9. See 
also Vol. III. § GO'noto*!, p. 40.1.) 

'rile Colossians appear, from several passages in this 
epistle, to haic borne an honourable character for their 
pieiv, and the zeal they discovered for the gospel; but 
we find, from the cautions the apostle gives thetji in the 
.«eeond eliiipfer, tlKit they were in some danger of be- 
ing drawn aside by the subtleties of the Heathen phi- 
losopheis, and the insinuations of .some Jewish zealots, 
who insisted upon the necessity of conforming to the 
eeri monn s of the Mosaic law. Accordingly the gt and 
dc'.ign of this epistle is to excite Ihe Colossians by the 
most persnasi\c arguments to a temper and behaviour 
woriliy ihtir sacri'il character, and to secure ilum from 
the iiitlueiici' ol-those Pagan sophists, or Jew’ish bigots, 
who vvpiild seduce tbern from the purity of the Chris- 
tian faith. 

In pursuance of this general plan, the apostle, hav- 
ing joined Timothy’s name with his own in the inscrip- 
tion of the epistle, begins with exprcs.sing his thankful- 
ness to God for calling them into his church, and giv- 
ing them a share in tlie important blessings of the gos- 
pel ; at the same time deviaring the gnat s.ilisfaction 
with which he heard of their faith and love, and u.ssuring 
them <*f his constant piayers, that they might receive 
largt'i ‘applies ol Diviiv wisdom and grace, to enable 
them to walk woitliy ol UiCir high characti r and hopes 
<is C hristians, (chu]). i. I — 14.)- — ^\,nd, to make llitin 
more seiT'iblc of lli“ excf bence of Ibis new dispensa- 
tion into which they wore admitted, he represents to 
them in very sublime terms, the dignity of our Saviojir’s 
Person, as the image of CJod, the Crt. tor of all things, 
and the Head of the church; whose death (Jod was 
pleased to appoint as the means of abolishing the obli- 
gation o£ the Mosaic law*, which scpaiatcd betvvctii 
the .lews apd Gentiles, and of reconciling sinners to 
biinsclf, ver, 15 — 93. — From this view of the excellency 
of Chll^t’.s Prison, and the richis of redeeming grace, 
ihe apostle takes occasion to express the cl»eerful.''’^s 
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with which he suffered in the cause of the gospel, and 
his earnest solicitude to fulfil his ministry among them 
in the most successful manner j assuring them that he 
felt the most tender concern both for them and tire other 
Christians in the neighbourhood, that they might be 
established in their adherence to the Christian faithj^ 
ver. 24. to the end. Chap! ii. 1 — 7. 

Having given these general exhortations, the apostle 
proceeds to caution the Colossi^us against suffering their 
minds to be corrupted from the simplicity of the gos- 
pel, eitlier by Pagan philosophy, or Jewish tradition, 
reminding them of the obligation their baptism laid 
them under of submitting to Christ, as the only Law- 
giver and Head of his church; who had totally abolish- 
ed the ceremonial law, and discharged them from any 
farther regard to it, ver. 8 — 19. — And, since upon em- 
bracing Christianity they were to consider themselves 
as dead with respect to any other religiou.s profe.ssion, 
lie shows the absurdity ofbeing still subject to the ap- 
pointments of the Mosaic law; and cautions them 
against those corrupt additions to Christianity which 
some were attempting to introduce, especially by ri- 
gours and superstitious of their own devising. And, 
as tiio most elFectual means for their security, he ex- 
hfirts tliein, as they were risen with Christ, to keep 
their thoughts fixed on him as the Lord and life, and 
on tliat better world whither he was ascended, and to 
whicli they had the prospect of being admitted, ver. 
20, to the end. Chap. iii. 1— -4. — -From this glorious 
fiope, the apostle presses them to guard agaiii-st every 
degree of uncleanness, malice, covetousness, falsehood, 
ami .whatever was inconsistent with the purity of that 
iiQw dispensation into which they were catered: and 
exhort? them to abound in the practice of- meekness, 
forbearance, humility, and love, and to accustom them- 
selves to those devout exercises and evangelical views 
which would have the most direct tendency to impro\’e 
the Christian temper, yer. 5 — 17: . 

After those general precepts, the apostle proceeds to 
recommend to the Colos.sians, such a cate in discharging 
the duties correspondent to the several relations of life 
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as would be most honourable to their Christian profes- 
sion, and particularly enumerates those of husbands and 
wives, parents and children, masters and servants. 
And, to assist them in the performance of these duties, 
he exhorts them to be constant in prayer; and, for the 
credit of (heir religion, advises them to maintain a pru- 
dent obliging behaviour to their Gentile brethren, ver. 
18, 4o the end. Chap. iv. 1 — 6. 

The apostle closes his’ epistle with recommending to 
them Tychicus and Onesimus, of whom he speaks in 
very honourable terms, and to whom he refers them for 
a more particular account of the state of the church at 
Rf)ine : and, liaving inserted salutations from Aristar- 
chus, Epaphras, their minister (who was then with 
Paul,) and others, he gives directions for reading his 
epistle at Laodicca, addresses a solemn admonition to 
Archippus, and concludes with his salutation, wTOtc 
with his own hand, ver. 7, to the end. 



A 


PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON THE 

EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 
; THE COLOSSIANS. 


SECT. I. 

r/ie apontle begins his epistle to the Colossiuns xeith dcclarmg hii 
thankfulness to God for calling them into his church, and his 
desire in general, that they might receive an abundance of 
Jjivine grace, to enable them to vsalk worthy of so great a 
privilege. Col. I. 1 — 14 . 


j , COI.OSSUNS 1. 1 . 

IMl inn apostle I PAUL^y wlio have the honour to be an apos- 
of Jesus Christ by q/ Jesiis CJirtst, not having intruded my- 

the „^|I anil j^to tlio office, but bcintf called to it by the 

ihef, Will Of Goa, who wa^ pleased to display the so- 

vereignty of his grace in choosing me, one of 
the greatest of sinnei's, to so high a7id lioly an 
office, do now join with * a faithful 

brother, and fellow-labourer in the gospel- 
2 To the ministry in sending this epistle, To^ihe holy 

* Pau/.] It may be as proper Jj^cre, as Jea-iah kioji, wbo was also a Boi^iatnitc 
('Iscwhere to observe, that many critics (wbkh might be a farther rccommenda- 
have thought this Greek name was taken tion of it in this instance,) out of special 
l>y the a|)ostle instead of that of Saul, regard to the Gentiles, to whose service 
though it bad been the name of the lirst he was so peculiarly dc\oU'd. 


SECT. 

I. 

Col. 
I. I. 


sKct. and faiihfuthreihref^ in Christ,, whoareresi- anU faithful brethren 
1 .. • aunt a/ CWoMcand-the adjacent places; heartily « CoSc "«»c 
wishing unto if OH, anc^jpmce Jrom God our unto you, an*} peace 
i/V Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, through ^'roai God oar Father, 
vvlioih he owns that relation to us, and sends ^^rist!'^ tord Jesus 
down upon us the blessings of providence and 
grace. 

3 I may say it in my own name, and that of my 3 we give thanks 
dear brother Timothy, though not personally to Odd and the iv 
arnuainted with yon, that do unfeigned ly 
giic tJuinh to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ^ upon your account, and that we 
are alu'aijs praying for you; very frequently 
making express meniionof you before the throne 
of Divine grace, and habitually wishing your 
advancement in religion, and your eternal salva* 

4tion. Hat ing heard, with unspeakable plea-* 4 Since wc heard of 
sure of your sincere faith in Christ Jesus onr >'**“*■ Christ 

Lord, and active ^joncrous /ore /oM-ard.? o// Mr 
saints who arc partakers with you in lliat holy the saints ^ 
calling wdiicli God hath given ns by him, whe- 
.^ther they be Jews or Gentiles; On this ac- 5 For the hojw* 
count we offer our prayers to God, and we are »«p for 

blessing him for the better hope/^, lahivh is laid 
vpjor you in the hcairns, and 'which will in due. utc word of the truth 
time be accomplished, of tchicfi ye have heard of the gospel: 
before to such happy purpose, in the true and 
infallible xvord of the gospel, which was preacli- 


IJoli! and fuuhfal brethen, T cannot 
think they are called h.di and Jailh'u! 
her**, only or clnetly on account of their 
a<l!icri«:;i/ lo the purii \ of the c Uristutii 
faith. Ill opposni«iii o> liiosc tlu't urged 
tlh- no'.’ejjfeiiy of iIjM-rviro; ilic Jev, fhlaw. 
'i'll IS ^«a.s indeed om in.^tauce oi iheir 
lidv liiy, hut 1 think it ^neativ impover- 
ishes and debases the ■ ciise of such an 
extensive ptua!>.) lo icduco 't villi ^uch 
narrow bonv Is. Many scores of criti- 
cisms in some modern co(unientati,rj of 
reputation are liable to tiu* same iexei p 
tio}i ; bull rathercboose fu tea\e it to the 
rt^adcr^s ob^ia^ton. than to stay to point 
out every example of it. As the cpistJe 
is inscribed to a. society by piofessiun se- 
parated from the world and consecrated 
to God, it was reasonably to be hoped, 
in the judginetitof charity, most of them 
answered that profession, which suili- 
cieqtty justitivs such an address. 

® To the <hxi and Father of our f ord Je- 
ms Chn,t. &c.] Some would render it, to 
C’oUi'je>i /V rat/fir, which would be much 


more tolerable than our translation, to 
(u'dfirtd the Father^ .is if they were difl'er- 
*'iit urrson-?, lint it iiiav M'ein that tho 
pii'llxin>; the article uiily (*oil rv 
>;ri not merely warrants hut de* 

^land^ this reuderlug. rraiwkius has a 
^.lud nb'^i I'vation iiere, uhirh illustrates 
liio beauty of many scriptures. The or- 
der that would srem u\09% artificial li 
tiinspoMHl to make the scnsC plainer. It 
is not h heurd of yoor failh, I 
(Jo'lj hut ince versa. The same observa- 
tion may be a]>plieil to vcr. 9 — 1 1. 

^ tor the t 'ipe, See. j 1 here is an am- 
biguity in till couueetion of this clause ; 
it may cither signify, that the nposlle. 
gives th.iriks/or this their hope^ supposiuji: 
the 4tl^ verse to come in as a parenih#»sis ; 
or it may mure directly refer to the im- 
niedUtfily preceding words, audinrnnatc 
that a partnership in this blessed hope te- 
Merited the hearts of those g*Mwl men, , In 
either sense the connection is iust ruct i . e, 
bttt I prefer the former as nicie uaturak 



6 Which is come 
unto yoir, as if is in 
a)l the and 

bringeth' forth .fruit, 
as it doth edso in yon, 
since the day ye 
heard ofity ninl knew 
the grace of (^d in 
truth : 


*1 As ye also learn- 
ed oi Kpaphras our 
dear f<'ll(»u’-'.ervarit, 
ulio !:• for >ou a 
faithful miriLter of 
Chi ist ; 

8 Who also declar- 
ed unto us your love 
in the Spirit. 

1) For this cause, we 
aho, since the day we 
htard i/, do notecase 
to pray for you, and 
to desire that yc 
might be filled with 
the knowledge of his 
will, in all wisdom 
and s|)intual uuder- 
standing : 

10 That ye might 
wnlk worlJiy of the 


Col, 
I. d. 


ed among yoii in all its genuine )!>untv and in- seci^., 
te^rity : Of that gospel which hath now, 

through the singut^r goodness of God to the 
Gentiles whom he seemed so long to hav,e ne- 
glected, appeared unto yoUy even as in all the 
world^ ; being intended for an universal reli- 
gion. Jnd accordingly it proceeds in its pro- 
gress, nndmbrinaefkjorih substantial fruit else- 
where, as also [it hath done] among you j from the 
day in which ye have heard and known the grace 
of Gody in tliat saviiig word of solid iruth^ and 
everlasting life whicn hath been sent unto you. 
jdsye have also learnt it from Epaphras ourl 
beloved fellow- servant in- the work of the Lord, 
who is the faithful minister of Christ for your 
sakes, whom he has appointed to labour among 
you, and to preside over you ; ICho hatlialso ma- S 
nifesied to us your Christian love in the bonds 
of that one Spirit who unites all our hearts. 
Therefore we ahOy from the day that we first 0 
heard [of it]y cease not to pray far yoUy and to 
offer up our most earnest and aflectionatc req uests, 
that ye may be vA}ux\d^.\\i\) filled with the know^ 
ledge of his xeilly in all wisdom and spiritual un- 
derstanding in the right apprehension of spi- 
ritual objects, wrought and increased in you. by 
the influence of the Divine Spirit upon your 
minds: Thai soyow may be animated to walk 10 
in a manner worthy of that connection in which 
you stand with the Lord Jesus Christ**, and the 
oljligations you are under to him, conducting 


« In ullihv imld.\ In all the provinces 
of tiu; iloiiKin cinpir<% as llie phrase otten 
si^'oilu'S, and it may no doubt be put fur 
many or mo.st of them. 

^ Ihelfra^e ul Cod in lrntk.'[ Some un- 
derstand Imfh as e\pressi\e of suOiUmcey 
in opposition to the comparatiNe 
of the Mosaic law.' 

£ / l^idumand sfiiritnal umkraunding.] 1 1 
is (ixceedingl\*dilticult to affix any exact- 
ly di.stiiici ideas, to the words 

U'd^r ^ . and understanding. S nnc ex- 
plain a-’/irfyjw, as expressing anacf^uain/ante 
K'Uh i>n\’pef mt/sferics ; and undpi»tnr^dinff,9.^ 
implyiuff in candaci, while others 
invert this ibtcrpretatioii. It is c\ idcnt to 
me, that thosame idea is not invariably 
•luiioxcd toUlicm in all places; i'di'kn’tw- 
trdgf 1 .S sometimes used to express .-umc- 


thin^j in dcjtree at h*asf infcrioi lo icisdorny 
I ('or. xii. S; whcri as heie iteMiiintiy 
includes tciiduin ; and the olauso 
underUundtng seems to be cvpliealury of 
the wisdom hen spoken of, and not ex- 
pressive of any thing diHenml from it. 

h That ye may wdli voithy of the lord.] 
The ap(»>tlc seems In rc most patiietu ally 
to profHtsc the ^reut subject and design 
of this ppistlr, which was chiefly intend- 
ed to excite them to a temper mid bi ha- 
viour worthy their Christian character. 
And this, indeed, is the leading view, in 
all the. epistles of this cxoelh nt apostle, 
and the want of reg'ard to so obvious a 
key has Kd many into subtleties of inter- 
pretation, which h.)ve had no foundaiioi^ 
but in Uicir own ingenious rc' erics. 



248 And exhorU %' grdlttude for the of Me gospet 

SECT, yotirseivesii) o/Zrespectsso as mayl )6 welioZffas> i.ord; unto til ples«s 
«• ing in his sight , increamg sH« more SJlUd- 

and more abundantly m every good u'ork, to the inuTeasiag in ti^ 
t 10. practical achamledgment <f Ocd, in all his at- k»owlodge of pod. 

1 ] tributes and relations to you. Being iiivvardly ii strengthened 
strengthened with all might, according to his with ail might, ac- 
glorious power, that you' may he fortued to aU o“;‘'';L‘^„er,’’unto"S 
the most exemplary degrees ot patwtee^ under patience and long- 
the persecution you meet with in the world, suirormgwithjoyful- 

long’Su{icrwg^ under all provocations; which I 
vvislj you may be enabled tj) bear, not only with 
composure and dignity of spirit, but with joy 
too, while you expect tliat blessed and exalted 
i 2 hope which the gospel sets bc'fore you. Yes, 
iny bnHliren, I desire, that instead of lamei)ting 
the calamities to which so holy a profession ex- 
poses us, yon may be continually giving thanks ti»e inbciitant e of 
io the Father of all grace and mercy, who hath 
called ns all, wiiether originally Jews or Gen- 
tiles, into the communion of his church, and 
who hathy by the renewiijg and sanctifying in- 
fluences of his. Spirit upon our hearts, made us^ 
though naturally so much indisposed for it, now 
to become /iV y or a pari in the inheritance^ 
v»inch he hath prepared and assigned as the final 
reward and felicity of the saints ; who, when they 
have pa.ssed through the dark scenes which Pro- 
vidence has allotted them here, shall remain in 
IJimmoiial light and glory. Yea, we reckon it j-j vvho hath de- 
onr [icrpeinal duty to render these ack now ledg- im iVom the 

ments to him who hathy by tlm declarations of <'a>'knc.s.s^ 

his gospel and the influences ot Ins grace, rescued 
iis jrom the puxvvr of darkness^ and transferred 


IC Giving (hanks 
iinio the Kithfi 
which hath mad'* mk 
meet to be pailakCTN 


> See note« on llom. 

ii %, Vc^I. IV. j). 144, 

^ /Vr^ in Uii mhtuitanceA 
fs tltc pTOln.rUort qf an 'inMnia ace which 
fails bv lot to each of thopc am>}ri(! \«’hom 
it is divid(?d ; alluding, Ai Dr. Whitb-y 
supposr^, tK) the niaiiiier in which the land 
of C-anaan was cantoned out tu the tribes. 
Dr. Scott endeavours to sheiv, that, the 
phrase huinls in liffhtf particularly refers 
to the luUre of Ijie ghnjied ftothf of the 
M»jiits, uho ^baJI bo clothed after the re- 
£iirreGtii>|i with ai vUible lurid glory re- 
• Fcmbling thatr of the Skechmah. *ScoU>s 
Christian Life. Val.' III. p. 198, J99. 

. I /.V- Ha from the poviter of darknrs:.} 


Many have thought ' that -the apostle 
speaks of huxiself as one of the Gentile 
converts $ but wo have gre^it reason to 
believe, that when Divine grace maili* him 
.scii'dblo of what be had been in his Tba- 
rasai<‘al staf 3, while a blasphemer, a per- 
secutor, end Tiijunous, he* saw himself to 
have been under tlie power ojf (Lnncus, as 
Christ represents those oftheJews t«)ha\’e 
bet't), who, ioftuenced by the ofdat 

ncii, were combined against him, Cuke 
xxii. 63. Yet none can doubt, but that 
tiie ig.iorance and aid, confusion and 
armery, winch reigned In the Ge itile 
worlds also in the tlivugbl' 

when be u#cd this expiession. 



„s into th* [mjI from tWfemtories of j^tart/the prince of sect,., 

of hi8 dear s»h : glorfous and happy (f hia be^i' «• 

14 Id whom we tovedSmi: In whonu 6 e h»}e redeijtim,''^^ 

iiavc tfedcmption frott} the tyranny of ail our enemies, and from j 
throi»gti Ms Mooa, the dcstruotion with which the Divine^jrfstice 
threatened us, Sy the pouring forth of hs bloody 

a the remissim of sins ^ for which we were 
ves incapable of making any satisfaction, 
and which, if they had not been thus expiated, 
would have sunk us down to final condemna- 
tion and despair. 


IMPROVEJtffiNT. 

We see in this epistle, as in all the rest, the most genuine 
discoveries of the real teotper of the apostle. The same views 
which lie had opened upon other churches, the same kind senti- 
ments which he had expressed towards them, does he here dis- Verse 
cover and express; still glorying in his office as anaposJeofl> 2 
Christ; still wishing to his Christian brethren, gi-ace and peace, 
as beyond all comparison the best of blessings; still congratu- 
lating them on their faith in Christ; and l&ve to each other; still 3, 4 
making continual mention of them in his piiayei'S^ and recom- 
mending them to tlm grace of God, in which we, as they, con- 
tinue to stand. 

For ever adored be the Divine goodness, that the word of Gody 5 
which sets before us an hope laid up in the heavens^ hath been ma- 
nilhted unto us and to atl the world! Let us often examine our- 6 
selves as to ilie fruit it hath brought forth in our own hearts and 
lives, l et ns bo solicitous for ourselves and others, that we may 
in a more spiritual and intelligent manner be filled with thti 
knowledge of liis will, ip all its compass and extent, so far as he 
has been pleased to reveal it; and that this knowledge may pro-y 
duce in us the most substantiat effects, so as to engage us to 
w alk worthy of the Lord, whose name we bear, and in a manner 
which he may behold with approbation and pleasure; being 10 
fruitful and, increasing more and more in every good work, that 
©ur barrenness may not reproach our profession, and tliat the 
great vital truths of Christianity may not seem to be <lead or 
dormant in our hearts. 

To give Hiern their full energy on opr souls, we need the ope- 1 1 
ration of God’s glorious and mighty power, by w'hich they^niay 
not only be established in all patient long-suffering, but inspired 
with holy joy. Then shall we breathe forth lively acknowledg- 1 '3 
ments to tJne Father, who bath revealed unto us that glorious in- 
heritance which he distributes amongst the saints in light, even 
that kingrkiin where they all reign in everlasting purity, friend- 
ship and joy. May he prepare us to receive our lot, and lake up 
our abode there! For this end did hejresciie from the power 1" 



siiCT. ofd^sirkness, us it) the exfcernal jirivile^^^^^ose who 

-constitute the kingdom of bis deaf Son ; for tiiis did be set be- 
'ijT^'^fore us that redemption which we have in his blood, ,(^en the 
^^reniission of our'sins; And O! how inexcusable shall we be, if 
wc fnake ourselves the slaves of sin, while we have oar abode 


in t!ie visible kingdom of Christ; and trampling upon his blood, 
lOaiid the act of grace which is established in it, seal ourselves up 
under a guilt never to be removed; a guilt heightened to infi- 
nite degrees of provocation and malignity by the very methods 
whicli have been taken to expiate it ! 


SECT. IL 

7 0 promote (heir thankfulness for their part in the gospel^ and 
engage their adherents to it in its greatest purity^ the apostle 
represents to them the dignity of our blessed Redeemer'^ s per^ 
so fly and the methods he hath taken to make reconciliation for 
sinners. Col. 1. 15 — 23. 


COLOSSIANS I. 


*11^^ I speaking to you of that re- '^^110 is the Image 

demption which we have in the blood of the invisible 
Clirist, .eveH the remission of our sins ; and I 


I. 15. must now lead you more attentively to refiect 
udio he is to whom we are under such immensfe 


of every creature. 


obligations. And you will find his dignity and 
glory to be such, that you can never conceive of 
any thing adequate to them. For he is indeed 
the brightest and most express image of the invi^ 
sible and eternal Gorf,'' whom no man hath seen 
at any time, nor can see , [arid] the first-born of 
the ichole creation ; ^ existing before it, and be- 


gotten to inherit it as the great Heir of all. 

16 And bis nature has ^ transcendent excellency, 16 For by him 


» 'Ihfi hna^tt of ihtimisihle — (7a/.] Il is 
surprising to observe how expressly Philo 
the Jew, ill more places than one, calls 
the Uigos^ or icord of which lio speaks, ihe 
image of had. See Dr. Scott’s Christian 
Life, Vol. III. p. 539. 

^ “Hke First-born of the whofe creatum,'}[ 
Mr. Fleming would render z^u:hla-A.9; wa- 
ertis jiliTtMi;, the first Creator^ or Producer, 
•f eiertf creature, Jtir. Pierce ob, serves, 
eomettpips signifies the dam that, 
produces its first frpik» and ,then the sense 
would he, He who, as it were, at the first- 
hiith, by U»c exertion of bis* creating 


power, brought forth alt things. It is 
certain that Christ *is often called flod^s 
lFirsi''hurn, \A^ FusUbegoitm^ and hisOn/y- 
begotten Hdn, Psa). Ixxxix. *27; Rom. vii. 
29 i Heb. i.u; John i.*i4, 18; iii. 16, 
IS ; 1, John iv. 9; and therefore i did not 
think it Warrantable to ebango our trans- 
lation of that word; UiOtlgh ;!ra£r>)r x7(fffiv; 
so naturally signifies ihs tvJiole creation^ 
and that version seems. Co, give so much 
nobler and iiiore determinate a sense, 
than eocrif creature^ that 1 could have no 
doubt as to the rcaiionablt nc'^'. of prefer 
ring it. . ' , 



Here all tbid^creat- itiBnitely sapi^ior to aov thing ithit li" made ; sFCTy; 
Cfn!^Iiubat'"re7r/®'’Ay .^ww«'? all things created,^ things irt m. 
eaiib, risible and id- Atwtw'ffwrf < At w earth. From lii(n werc*^' 
risible, whether, Mty derived the vistife splendour of the celestial lu- 

e"?’ and the stars/even 

tits, or powers: all all the hosts of these lower heavens, and from 
ihiiifjs were created him thc vet brighter glories of invisible and an- 
f.v iiiijt and for him. g^]j^ bcings,who dwell and reign above, by what- 
ever names and honours distinguished ! 

[they be"] thrones or dominions, or principal i ties 
or powers; all the various orders of heavenly 
spirits, which may be designed by such or ih(5 
like titles, thc import . of which is not exactly 
known to us mortals. Yet these, with all other 
in- the celestial, as well as terrestrial re- 
gions, were created by him and for him; they 
are the productions of his ajmight y power, ami 
were made that he might be exalted and glori- 
. iVAiid ho is before j,, them. And he ts before all, both in the 17 

Uuiigs^con^^ duration and dignicy of his nature, and in him 
ist. all ihiftp', which constitute this universal sys- 
tem, do continually in^tbat harmonious 

order of being which renders it one beautiful 
whole ; whereas, unsupported by him, it would 
immediately run into confusion, or fail back in- 
to its original noibinj. 

JB And iifi is the y^jfd it is worthy of our particular considera-lJ^ 

Head and I.ord of 

Begimuri- tin- I'irsi- all, IS in a peculiar sense the Hoad of the churchy 
borii fiom ihf d<;id: [whidi] he [is] graciously picased toownas/Af: 
that m all thiii^;s In; ajj^azing condoBcen- 

siun has tmited in the strictest bonds to himself, 
taking it under his peculiar guardian^ship, go- 
vernment and care ; [eveji he] who is, as wc be- 
fore declared, the Beginning of thc creation of 
God, and liaving stooped to assume our nature 
and to die in it, was also appointed to he thc 
Fir suborn from the deadf^ the lirst whoever rose 
to an endless life; that so hi all things he might 


^ ??V Km were all thivgs creafe(L\ To 
iriterpict thfs as the Socinians do, of the 
vettt ct ealion in a spiritual sense, is so un- 
natural, that one could hardly believe, if 
the evidence were not so undcniahly 
strong, that any se.t of learned commen- 
tators could foil into it. 


^ Firat-boTii J'rom the deatl. | Mr. Flem- 
ing wouldVcnder It the F;flh «7//;(orl’i 
who is) the/r.f/ mi^^r ufty dead. (e!irii*tol. 
Vol. I. p. 21(5.) But 1 have given here, 
every where else, what appeared to moth*- 
easiest, surest, and most n^Uifal sen'^e. a nd 
the best commentators ate *1. 



user; Jinve the pre-&^ninmce^ suitabk W Uie infinitely 
)!• superior dignity of bis nature above all created 
beings, rW in him his Father is ever well 
J?1i9 ^ ^ declared by a voice from heaven : 

' and ii was his sovereign pleasure^ as dwelling 
in biin^ to inhabit the whole fulness of the 
clmrcb : and, to qualify him for the high office 
which he sustains, he hath appointed that all 
fulness of. gifts and graces should ever reside in 
bim,*^ ev^n all the fulness of theGodhead bodily. 

20 And it hath pleased the Father likewise him 
to reconcile all things to himself^ that is, to the 
purposes of bis own glory, hofving made peace 
hy the blood of his cross; by which the design of 
the ceremonial law having been answered, the 
obligations of it were abolished, and the wall of 
partition between Jews and Gentiles broken 
down. Yea, by him [God hath reconciled all 
things'] to each other; whether things on earthy 
that is, Jews or Gentiles, or things in heaven^ 
that is, celestial spirits, who are now reconciled 
to fallen men, and incorporated with them into 
one holy and hiippy society. 

21 And the calling of the Gentile nations into 
the church is one important part of this plan ; 
so that xjoUj who were once alienated^ and etiemies 
in [your] mind to the blessed God by wicked 


might liave the |(«o« 
eminence. 

19 Fpr it pleased 
iU Faiktr^ that in 
him shpnidall fulness 
dwells j' . 


QO And (having 
made peace through « 
the blood of his 
cross,) by him to re- 
concile all things un> 
to himself, by him, 
J say, whether they be 
things ill earth, or 
things in heaven. 


'21 And you that 
were some time alien- 
ated, and enemies in 
ywr mind by wu'kcd 


^ That all fulness should reside in hiu«>3 
There is undoubtedly an ambiguity in 
the original phrase, iv avJjt vav to 

Mr. Pierce vouhl render it 
in 01 ho hm to inhnbil all fulness, that is, 
the whole church or body of Cht'>st: and 
that tendering would include the ^ense of 
ours, referring to Ood’s dwelling in Christ, 
and so with us. Cornimrc Korn. xi. 12, 25. 
ISut £ was cautious of altering our version 
of so important a text, without c. rtnin 
.ind evident recessity. Bo* some critics 
^ve observed, that when wbat gramma* 
I'iuQS call an infinite verb is in the New 
^^Pesument, joined with the word 
it signihes the action of him toho is pleased, 
which would indeed make the passage pa- 
rallel to Epli. ii. 21, 22. Compare Kph. 
i. ‘2.'}, where xhe.thurch is^ called irXvpcu/cwi, 
that is, (.iodls ,0HiSss. See Pierce in loc. 
A>r the word ^tAer is not in the otiginal, 
Mr. Reynold' , would render it he, that 
1$:, Christ toas pteaseAlhal in hiv, (t. e. in 
himself) uU fuht.is should dvelL Reyn, of 


Angels p. 76. But, not to insist on the 
harshness of the iuterpretatiou in othei 
respects, it seems most evident that the 
whole connection determines the sense 
quite another way, 

f By him to reconcile all things, &c.J 
Dr. Whitby w'ould render it, “by him to 
“ make all things friendly in him, inak- 
“ iog peace; between them by the hlood 
“ of his cro«*9;'’ and I apprehend that to 
be the true sense, and th«'^.only sen.ic in 
which thinfis in heaven can be said to be 
reconeiled; for if it were to be granted, 
accurdiug to the assertion of Mr. Rey- 
nolds m the foreciU'd place, that the an* 
gels received cofffirfning grace in ChrmtAhey 
could not upon that account be said to 
b^recviUfiledi bot when a breach com- 
menced between man ahd the blessed 
God, the angels, as faithful sulyects, must 
join with him against the rebellions crea- 
ture, and be ready to a(^ as enemies to 
him while ,he cdntiau«d the ruomy 
God. 



works, yet now hath worA's, he hath ttow reconciled f»' himself and to sect;, 

^Tirtbeb’ody of •’’S And this he harii n. . 

iiis* flesh, tbrougu done in the body of his flesh, ^ which he bath as- 
death, to^sent you sunjcd, and by th&t dcat/i which he hath suffered i «>> 

present you holy and 

able 111 his :bi^ht : olamdesSy utid Jvec Jrom all accusation tn his 

as if >e continue You will certainly be so presented, if2Z 

I!i aljVhcttifd^^^aiHl (continue established and grounded in the faith 
be not moved 'away in whicli you have been instructed, and be not 
troin the hope of the by any floods of affliction, or tempests of temp- 

.rurdSrtkilwas rern-ovtd and carried away from ihe\m~ 

preached to every portaut hope. a happy ifiimortality, brou<j[ht to 
creature whicii IS un- us by (he glorious gospcl\ which ye have heardy 

hath iiot oiily been published 
minister: ^ among the Jews, but by a special commission 

from God, been preached to the whole creation 
under heaven ^ as a message which extends to ull 
the species of mankind ; by which hecommaiid- 
eth all men every where to repent, and pro- 
mises salvation to all who believe and obev'. 

Of which gospel I Paul am appointed a mini^ 
stei\ and esteem it my peculiar honour and hap- 
piness that 1 am so, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Kr.r US learn by this sublime discourse of otir holy apostle 
how we arc to conceive of our Lord Jesus Christ, to i\hose ;»,lory 
he so wisely and liappily consecrated the labours (;f his pen and 
of his hfe ; and while we commemordte tliat blood of his in wlncfi 
we have redemption, even the remission of our sins, let us f)ow \'ersf‘ 
to him as t he i triage of the invisible God, and the first-born .y 14, li 
the whole creation. And, whatever discoveries we may at any 
time receive, as to the display of Divine power, vvisd-'m, and 
goodness, in ilie formation of the visible or invisible, world, let 
us remember that by Christ all things in both were cp*aw.^(I, not 
excepting thrones and dominions, principalities and powctis. 

The angels of God worship him, as with and by the Lather, Id 
their great Original and Support, acknowledging wiifi Paul, and 
with'the whole catholic church, as taught by him, tfiat in (.’lirist 
all things subsist. Lotus then, with the whole fios-t of heaven, 
bow down before him, and worship him that sits upon (he throne 

S In th‘' hoihj (if k''\' flesh ihrou^h fhafh.] .'>0. Bui sun’ly Ihe Wy rf most 

Some h-ivc uiidcrsWotl i*.fe if it had literally ami ii.auijlly signifies tbai bo- 
bfoii said, ll« hath now by his death re- dy uf moil il llcsli which he wa pko-cd 
.'.iiifiled vou orim '^>rporated you mtoth*; to assume Ural he be capable ot 

ImHy of Ins clmrcli, uhi b ih m him as his sudViing. 

'jwa th-'li. t'ompare I pi), ii I'/; v. ‘iV, 
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254 Rejiedions on th dignil)) mid condescension of Christ 

SEi T. ami {hr /mhiIk Let us with all liiiinility adore his condescension, 
ill nnilinf^ ns to himself in such dear and intimate bonds, and 
avowing himself /Ac yAW t Ac 6*/m?r/z, which he disdains not to 

tail Ais Ml/, though he be Me Beginning of the creation of Gody 
Vcr. First-born from the dead, and beyond comparison 

pre-eminent in all. 

Important indeed arc the consequences of this his conde- 
scension ! It is by him that Cod is niconciled to us, and dwells in 
us. It is the blood of his cro>s thathatli made peaee between 
20 Jews anti Gentiles, b(?t\vcen heaven and (.'arth. Jn.sily might 
the angels iiave forsaken this earth of ours, and have ascended 
to lieavi'n to enter theii prot(*st against sinful men, yea, to seek 
a commission for executing vengc^ance upon the apostate crea- 
tiir<‘. Hut now, through (‘hrist, they are become our friends 
and our brethren. At his command they minister unto the h('irs 
of salvation, and will continue their kind offices, till heaven 
gives the interview which earth denies, and lays a foiuulatioii 
for th(* endearments of an everlasting friendship. 

O that this reconeiliiig gospel might he, clTcctnally prcichcd 
to every creaUire under heaven ! lUit to obtain its elVect, it must 
Cl subdue our hearts to holiness. To be still under the power ol 
sin, to go on in a course of evil works, is to continue the enmity 
with C»od, and all his holy and happy creatures, l.et us see to 
22 it, that we tliankfully accept the reconciliation which the gospel 
proposes. Then shall w^e at length he presented hlamcless, 
irreproachable, and holy in his sight. 

As we ho[H‘ for this end, let nothing remove ns from o::r\^'d- 
lasiness, nor from that glorious hope of ihcf gi^spel Ibv wlm h it 
is certain nothing can he an ecjuivalent. Alay Diviin' grace 
establish and coiihnn us in it, and make us victorious over every 
thing that might attcmjjt to supplant our feet and take away our 
crown ' 

. SKC1\ III. 

The apostle {u!:es oecifsion j rom -a'hat he had before said of the 
credit' Hi, j of ChrisCs person, and the riches rf his redeeming 
grace, to e,vpress his oum soliciuitk fo fidfd bis ministri/- 
among them in the most surecsifal manrer; and lavs open his 
tender concern for the Colossians and other Chriatians in their 
neighbourhood, (hat they might be established in their adhe- 
.^ence to the gospel. Col. I. 24, to the end. Chap. 11. I ~7. 

COI.E.OSStANS I. 2L J ; 

^OlV, my brethren, give me leave to tell you, yyiio now re- 
that I am so far from n'penting of the uii- 
iiistry in which I am engaged, on account of any , 



Paul expresses his zeal in preaching the gospel. 25 $ 

j»ice in niy snffcr- difficulties it brings along with it, that on the sect 
ulfth^atnhlcirifife-' Contrary, / rejoice; even in my sufferings for m. 
liimt of tljc afliioiions .yaw, a«r/ with great pleasure, up whalarr' 
of Christ ill my flrsh 2,5 xcantiYig of thc iifflictionn of Christj^ in his 
it)i*hia bevy's i.ake, bv takinjr part of them in my own 

Jlcm^ joY the sake ot his bochj^ wnichy as I 
said before, is the church ^ so dear to him the 
common Head, and to every member vitally 
CO Whereof I am United to him. Of which church / was made a25 
jTudea mlu;^ll'r• ac- 'minister^ to wait u])oii it, and serve it in every 
corchni? to dis- office of huml)Ie love, according to the dispensa- 

uhieh is Kiveii to jne <U xchtiii xvus gtvcn Vie ni respect oj 
for you, to fulfil i\\e i/oUy that I might thoroughly 2i\\(i faithfully preach 
wordofCod ; the \\ho\Q xcord of in the gospel. ' [Even'] 20 
tciy wiucii h.itii great myytery^ ivnicn was hid from so many 

Inti fioiu aftcs, and preceding and gene rat ions y but is now rna- 
fitnii ficiicr.iiifins, nifcslcd to his suinfs. of lite ( itMilile nations as 

but now i-s rintit' ina< ‘ n c t * u .. '/» / / • / 

iiif.-st to ins Miints: Jewish extraction ; Jo wnom God was 27 

'j7 r.i xvhoin Cod giacioiisly determined to maAc /ifh-^zvn whaf is the 
xK.nbi iTuko kiiottfi yi^dl glorif of this mystery ; to discover it, fsav, 
t'lic'joryufn^^^^^^^ i^tJioiig the Gentiles; which rich display of 

t< I'v amoui; thf f.’cn- Divine grace /i* all siinnncd np in [//t/.v] om; 
pics; xvinch jschnst word, \_that] Christ [/.vj in j/oUy’t he hope of cter- 
giory"’ m\ glory; being formed by J)ivinx' giace in your 

hearts, ho brings to you, who weie once witliout 
iiope, and without Goil in the world, (fiph. ii. 

12.) the bright beamings of tins blessed j)ros- 
peet, even a glorious auxl holy immortality, 
l,.c:! i,,warn,"r<-w': . ibo iHustrio.is Saviour, u/wm KvyjS 

ryiijiiii. ainli.- clnii,!; Ui the iiinUt ol all opposition, still eontiiiiie to 
oery iiKiu Ml ail'xis- pyruch, tulrnonidiing every mav, and instructing 
dum; tb.ii wr mmv .;.,y respective circumsiancfs cf 

iM iiVct ill Cinist jc- particular persons reijuire. And, in tlu* man 'ge- 
f!*.": ment ol tins ini])ortanl ministry, \vx‘ c«»ii(lnct 

ourselves zr*!h aJ the wisdom and discretion wc 
can obtain, that no single soul may bt; lost by 
our means; but that xcc nnnjy if pt'AMine, /;/7\srn/ 
every yuan in due lime, pa fed in Chnsi JesUs^y 


■ up U'h'i/ri'cJ f<!V\inrn)n.^ &c. ] No- 
tIum!; could lu* l:ijllicr fnuii tlic apobtle's 
iinenti.ni, (.i-! v-t. rn.iy burn from the 
xxiinlv' fxti'U >!l In'* x^ntin^^sl tli.iii to inti* 
iMiitc Ihut, iln: yifi'i n>":\ m i'hist iceit /w- 
Inr/hf, to tlial fui^lc^s ol uinnu/tifnl 
which was necessary in order io iIic^/z/a/i- 
jUuiHut ot hclicxt-rs. I>ut Iw: deeply n-- 
U'lincd in In*, mind I he impre. siuri of tnat 
lirsl ks^oii winch ho had fiotn hi‘i Sa\i- 


Din's xiz. I'm! //c xwis persecuted 

111 hi^* riK'iiiiu'is, I A; t‘j iv. i ) hetheicfoie 
considciN It as liu* pl.m xjf ri<]|||i|^iBliCc, 
th.ita <*«rl:ini niLasiirx. ufsuiVciinqls should 
1>' endured liy il;!sbodj,of ixlncht hrisl 
was the llcail; .ind ho r<'jon'«s lu think, 
that what /w mdiircd in 4/f i/:ru ,v. mo* 
Was conijruous t<i our-tijid c t .n'» 

scheme 



25 () Jlis. concey-n even for those toko had nteer seen him. 



(hap. 

U. 1 . 


wbcM) lio sIkiiI appf'ar to nmke up his final ac- 
count.^ To which iinportarit [purpose\ I also 
hihour ill the sph(‘re allotted me, with diligence 
and rescjlntion, exerting myself to the utmost, 
and striving with an intenseness, like that one 
who contends for a crown in your well-known 
Greciiin games. Yet I arrogate nothing to my- 
self herein, for all is carried on according to his 
cnergt!^ u'hic/i iperates with power in mcy and 
supports me in the glorious contest, whereas 
otlunwisc 1 should sink, and become the derision 
of mine enemies. 

Nor is it without attending carefully to their 
full import, that 1 have made use of those 
strong terms which you have now been read- 
ing, to express the manner in which I exert 
myself in the great trust committed to me. 
For I earnesfly wi>h you to know what a vU 
goron** contention ^ I have with a variety of an- 
tagon.sis,ye/’ 7 /i}U, and those of Laodivea^ and 
as vniny us have not seen my J ace in the Jlesh^ 
For indeed my struggle for the gosjiel, w'hile 
under tliis painful confinement is animated, 
not merely by consideiations of pehsonal friend- 
jdiip, for those whom 1 |)articniarly know and 
love, but by a most benevolent regard to the 
good of mankind in general, known or iiii- 
kiKwvn, I hat they may receive and retain tliis 
glorious revelation, and have it delivered to 
'thegi with all possible advantage: That their 
hearts may be comforted by the consolation of 


59 Wherpurrto I 
also labour, stnvini; 
acoordirij;' to his 
working, which \vork- 
eth ill me tnighiify. 


If. 1 For r i^onld 
Ihti SI' kr.cw uiiat 
gnat coiiiiict I h;»v^ 
i‘ur V on, thoiii 

at I.ai>ilj('t'a, and fur 
as rn.-kiiy us lia^c not 
s«tn my face in the 
ilesh ^ 


'2 That their hearts 
might be comforted, 


ziv f)Kv.ch, &.r.] All thii <jis- 
eouise eeiitrt s in the gn at view of e»i- 
the (’olossiaiis to a-lhcrc to C hris- 
Mamts ; and it is pleasant to ubserse, 
liow every ver-Cj.'iad almost e' ery cl::i 
NUggests mou directly or oblnpnfly, 
lornt strong aigument to th.'it purpose. 

IVhi/t a \ l•^urons contenlion.'\ 'i'he ori- 
Mwids 7iX<x'>v ^yu/VT, deni'lc a kind 
of ftfortv into which' he was ihrown. It 
grieved ihe npostlg to think how incapabh:^ 
lie was jwidered of seiviug Iheiti otlier- 
wise thSn by lettvrs and hib praifns. O 
that sueh language might in.spire every 
mini.'^ter who reads it, with a desirt' toUbC 
Ijjb liber tij to the beat of pnrpo.ses, and to 
exert hiriiseff as, under biieh c<nijfnc7arnt, 
he ivoiiid wish he had done ' 


^ ttuve nof aeenmy fitce in the pt sh.'\ Or, 
as it nnglii be renden tl, 4cr'? mv in pmor. 
Hence some have inferred, that he liad 
never Seen Coloa'^e or I.aodie(*aj butTiico- 
doret thinks h<‘ means, he had iiot only 
a eonlUci lor them, but for ctherst whom 
he had not -.o miieli ti'-seen. l^ossibly he 
may inTend to intimate, that he was not 
only criiecrm •' for those mcinbeisitf t^iebc 
churches whom he personally knew, but 
likewise for oth<Tb to whom he was a per- 
fect stranger, and wlio niiiihl liave hreri 
eoiiverU'd after he h fl them. Y< t T think 
this epistle contains no argnmc'nt from 
whence it can ccitaiiilv ho inf«*rred that 
he was personally acquainted with these 
Christians. 



that they might be qb^firmed in the Oiristian jaith. 


25'.?; 


boing knit togtthor 
in love, and onto all 
riches of the f.dl as- 
surance of (inrler- 
standiiig, to the no- 
kiKiwledgineut of the 
in\ of (iod, and 
of tlie Father, and of 
Chiist : 


c.d/; 


3 In I'-hnm arc* hid 
all the treasur»’s of 
x^isdoin and know- 
ledge. 

^ And this I say, 
any man .sltoidd 
bounilc! you with on- 
tiomg words. 

h For though 1 be 
absent in tl.e tiesh, 
\M't Jin I with you m 
tin* spiiit, j'.ytng and 
hohMldmi;; youi ol- 
der, and tlii*src.!i’a.st 
iif.ss. of your taith in 
Christ. 


G As yc have 
therefore received 
Christ Jesus tiic I.ord, 


the Holy Spirit, and animated lo every {rood si-ct. 
rcsohition*^, bring knit together and compacted »»<• 
in mutual Christian love lo the vvlnde body, ami 
to (’hvist the great Head of it; and tlfat hei .g 
t!ms cetnenteci, they may attain the richest and 
mast assured understanding^ of ihv gosiiol, ami 
being enlightened in the clear and hcari-airoct- 
ing knowledge of it, they may be awakened to 
the most courageous and grateful acknoivledg- 
vicnt of the sublime and adorable myslertj of 
(jodj even of the Father and of Christ. JVlo^t 
heartily do I wish, that, however it may be de- 
spised as foolishness by a vain world, tlicy may 
.steadily profess it, and live upon the blessings 
derived from it; Kven from the gospel of the.] 
blessed Jesus, in xt'kom are hid all the nobltst 
and most desirable treasure of u i.^dom aitd knoic- 
Icdgr^ himself being the incarnate wisdom of 
Gods, ytnd t Kis I sat/ cd’ the perfection of Christ !• 
and ins gospel, that no man may deccnc u inj 
the enticing discounes of human philosojihy, 
and ilraw you oft' from a becoming atlachmcnt ^ 
to him. For though I he absent from you in^ 
Ihrjicshyyei inspirit lam tcith yviy and as my 
heart interests itself must tenderly in all your 
concerns, Cod is pleased, by tin: revelation of 
Ins Spirit, to give me a very particular view of 
your cirt'umstances, so that the very sight of it 
could hardly be more distinct and aftecting (I 
(or. v. :3.) [yind] indeed in your present situ- 
ation, it gives me a great deal of pleasure, and 
Jam continually rvjoieingy zidulr /•thu> behold 
your regular and beautiful ardci\ and the steadi- 
ness ql your Jaith in wdiich your enemies 

are in vain endeavour mi*’ to shako. He con- (5 
c.erned therefore.^ as you desire to retain this 
faiill, to act in a manner answerable to it : and 
as you have received Christ Jesus the Lardy to 


*“ fh Tho original word 

^7r*,p'4x^»jVwc-iv not only to have 

cnusu'a'i n adiiiiiiisterH iindt'i* ad1i<'tion, 
but to be exhorted and i/utchetted, excited 
.in«l animated, and so n etiu-r d from iii- 
duleni'c* and irrcsulutiod, as well as dejec- 
tion. 

f IhcTichett and most nsutfed undeniand- 
*/«".] Eir taiYv'/flt OTAh7!>v r>j; 

fTLvsTri'ji;. I his is ail extremely nn- 
y^'aticat more agreeable to the He- 


brew thou the Creek idiom, and it is one 
of the m-auy instiinces of that strong iiiau- 
nrr of BiM akinjr with which the willing? 
of our apostle abound. 

« Ircasures of tetsdum and | 

Air. Howe think ■, that tin* word 
here has some oblique r*f»ieuee tf) the 
guostieSf or sect of the hmming men, as wo 
inipcbl <*\prt ss it in Kuglsdi . ' \ < 1. II p. 
Q'lf?.; but I aCe no rividt*ni‘e of Ihci^h/' t 
ing pievailed so early 



' 258 Re/lecfiojis on St. Paul's manned of preaching the gospel. 

SECT, whom you have vowed a most faithful obedience, ao walk ye ia himj 

an obedience indeed to which he has the just- 
claim, [.V(>] let it be your care to icalk m all 
' n.^;. corifornuty and subjection to /ihn; That 7noote<lan4bi;iit 
; 7 it may a|)p^‘ar you are dcenlv rooied and solidly *'V"» 

ediji/d in him, Imildiiii. nil vour hopes of par- ‘j*;',!'; 

uon auu salvation on him and his ndigion alonej t.umiit, nlioimdn):^ 
and con finned n\ the pnrilj’ of his A/ /V A, as ye i‘' "ith thanks. 
hai'c bcdi htupjit it, aboundin" more and more 
in the lively exercise of //, nith the most cor- 
dial and cIji.mtIuI fhanh's^ivin^ to God, who has 
been pleased U) call yon to the participation of 
all the blessin;.;s whieli arc inseparably connre- 
?ed ’\ith it. 


IMIMIOVMMENT. 

’rt> h(‘ar snili iinps with patience, has justly been reckoned an 
attainment ; and it was the Ixusied strength and glory of tluj 
l\ie,an [diilosoobv to teach men to do it : agloiy in witirh it was 
ofieii deheient, a slrengtli which often failed them, who had tiic 
\cv, - hiji’cst oppo’’tu:iit:es of being proficients in their schools. Hut 
J\iul iiad learnt by the lihilosophy of Jcsiis to rejoice in them, 
ehai». '^^*^’** coiM.lerci! as suhsert ient to the honour of C hrist, and to tlivi 
ii. i. gooi! ol his thtindi, even of those membe rs of it v»bom be had 
never set'n in the flesh; rejoicing thereby to fnllii liis enjba.-.sy, 
and to confirm lL>at important word (d’ God, wbieb taught the 
mystery conreaied from so rnaiiv ages and gi-neranons. And 
what uas that »ii\stery, but the same that is so c.h'arly revealed 
. 0710 ns, even tbai Christ ni us is Uj.* hope nf gloiy ^ 

I'o (u*nlil(‘ sinners that wi-rt? without liope, is hope now preach- 
ed ; ti;-’ hope tM!l oidy of fei;(ir}, but glory. And llii^, i)y (’hrist, 
not o;il\ a<f proelaimed ainn.igst us, for to many t'nat bear (»f Ins 
luu.ie. aiul ol the .sciieme salvation bv him, he is a stone of 
.stnnfoline, and a rock of oOunee, hut by Chri.st as in n<. Highly 
are liio*y honoured, wno liave a in eharge to ])reaeh him. May 
-"^tbey learn f'om i lie apostle how it is tube done. Jt is to Ijv» 
attended with practical instructions and admonitions, to he con- 
ducted with the greatest prudence and care, and to he ad(lres;!;ed 
to en ry man, according to tns respective character an#! circum- 
stances in life ; ibat so, if it be by any means pr)ssil)le to prevent it, 
HOIK* of those that are cornmiiled to their care and charge may 
be lost, blit every man may at length he presented perfect 111 
Christ in that day, when, among all that truly belong to him, 
there shall he no remaining imperA'ctions. 

^ Surely this i.s a cause in which it is worth their while to strive. 

May ihc.strengib ofCiotl work powerfully in them for that purpose!* 



Sf, Paid cautions them against philosophy and tradifions. 

'J'hen will all our hearts be comforted, when we have attained to ser r, 
the full as>sura:jce of the truth of our religion, when wo coora- J»i. 
g(*oui»ly acknowledge and maintain it, when we improve it tf> the 
great end for wliich it was preached to ns, and, having prAiessod ii.'T 
to receive Christ Jesus as our Lord, inakc it our care in a 
Miilable manner to walk in him. For this ])urpo.se, let us en^ 
doavoLir to be? deeply rooted and grounded m him, con-‘ 
lirmod in the faith, as the apostles taught it; giving thanks to' 

(uni ior the instructions we receive in it, and tiumbering it, O'! 

;vc have great reason to do, among the choicest mercies wr. 
could receive, even from an Omnipotent hand, not only that wo 
hear the sound of the gospel, but tliat we have felt its vital in- 
diicuce noon our hearts. 


S KCT. IV. 

77/c apostle Icirffcly cautions the Colossiam affamst su/rcring their 
mimU to he corrupted from the sitnplicity of Ciirhiianitt/y 
either hij Pa^an philosophy or Jeunah tradition^ representing 
to them hoii) complete thexj veerc in Christ xcithout the addition 
of cither. Col, II. 8—19. 


foi. II. 8, COLOSSTANS II. 8. 

IJF.W ANM It'st any K to it therefore, my dear brethren, ihat^ as 

II spoil you you under such strong engagements to 
liui xLili abound in all tlie fruits of that gospel which you 

no- til * tnuiitjoii of have been taught with so, much advantage, no 
niioi, li’u V till- null, fjian make aprexj (f you ^ by [)retended philosophy 
inputs ot tiui w Olid, deceit according to the tradition of 

men, ol which both Jews and v»entnes are so 
fond and according to the elements of that Tu 
tcrature which arc so mueh regarded in the 
u'orldf hy persons of dittert..t religious persua- 


TV. 


^ i'a^n deceit.] Tiiis may include any 
Uiing- iHat would ciiouuragu atriist it wus 
not aide to sup|)Uit; and partioulariy 
may iiefiT tu superstitious riles aiidcerc- 
luwnu s, a.s wall as unprotitahlo ^^K^*ula- 
tiou'.. Oiti'eri'iil rotnpcis lead to diilorcut 
t \pchsps and error*^ on tlieae heads. 

•» Of whudi both Jews and OaitiK b arc 
•so fond. I Mr. i*icrco thinks it isiiiipro- 
h.ibic 1 liat llie (I'cntile ^diiJohopiu is should 
iroubh* tiipin^clve'i loilisputc with Chris- 
tnius, or tliat they should admit any of 
tlipir notions, to adulterate C'hri'stiunity 
ullli them, and therefore that all tiu; cor- 
ruptions here rofonod to were brougiitin 
: v h’.id' r'-. Ji.it it appeals fioui 


Philo and Josephus, that there wa* such 
an intercourse between the philosophers 
and the Jews, to give some tincture to 
their religious notions: so that I think it 
much more natural tosuppo.se the apostle 
intended to guard them against, both. 

*■ FJemciiis <{f Ike xiinld | Mr. Pierce 
thinks opposed 

to Aibsiaitce. Compare Cial. iv. j, 9 ; Kpb. 

i.i. — Ki. Such tlie Jewish ccremouie.s 
undoubtedly were; but tlierii m.iv he a 
peeuliar .<]nrit in spraliiug 'd tin* boisud 
d'Ptaies of Paj'.aii Philoswpliy, hut lo- fli> 
incuts or lesson.^ for childiPn, Mhen coru- 
p.irod with the siiblirne iiistniPii"n lo 
leecited in the school id ^'hii ' 



Christians are buried with Christ in baptism^ 


260, 


SECT, sions in it, btU which are not by any means ac- 
‘V* cording' to Christy nor agreeable to the genius 
and simplicity of his gospel. For in him dmlU 
H, 9 , t'lh al/iUte fulness oj Godhead bodily and sub- 
stantially, so that his human nature is the tom- 
1 0 pie of the Deity And yv are complete in him ; 
liappy rnough in siich a Master, and in such a 
Saviour, who is able to till you with all know- 
leilgc, grace, and glory, without any such addi- 
tions to i)i.s religion as human philosophy or su- 
perstition would make; even in him, who is the 
J-frad of all principality and powcr^ from whom 
the fii gelic world, and creatures of the most 
PXJi’tvHl rank and dignity in it, to whom some 
woi-ld direct your devotions, derive their light 
and ludiness, their honour and felicity. 

1 1 l.et me therefore exhort you most steadily to 
adhere to this glorious Redeemer, in whom I 
may say,* yc also are circumcised^ with the. cir- 
cumcision not performed with hands^ according 
to Jewish rites, hut with another kind of cir- 
cumcision, far more noble and excellent, winch 
that was intended symbolicuilly to express, oven 
l\ij the puUinp; ajf the body of the sms of the 
Jtesh^ renouncing all tlic deeds of it. Your en • 
gageinenis to this you have expressed /o/ tha! 
ordinance wliich I may call the circiiwci'^ioa or 
Christ , it being llial by which he hath ap[)C)inl- 
cd that we shonld be’ initiated into his ciuirc!i, 
as the mcmi^ers of it fonneily vvere by cireum- 
i’^cisioij. And to this new^ uid more gentle rite 
yon (’onlormed you selves, bcin^ buried 

Wiih him in bupti^m^^ to express your desire of 


9 Tor m bim dwell- 
eth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodly. 

10 And ve arc com- 
plete in him, wbieh 
IS the II Pad of .i!! 
prineirMlity ai'd 
pow or. 


It In \\hom al>r> 
,iic ^•|^l■ulTu’lse<l 
with rho oii'cnini’i - 
Finn made without 
hands, in piitMi*;; oil 
tlip body of the sm , 
of the llpsh, by the 
cirrnnvision r-i 
CluiFl : 


L 

him 


i'-'d with 
bjpti-m, 


<*• Dv:eHeth rJl the ful»c^\ I was 

unwilling to vaiv Miy thing: froru he 
*'ominv)n vcr'>i n of so impoT^ant a text, 
v.ithont mort.' v'crtain reason than I could 
discern here ; else f miglit perhaps have 
rendered it, in i^ fmm the vJholc fulness of 
Deit)/ mbsinntuilty fitvelts. It is plain, that 
the Ci'dhead is an equivalent to 
Peity. Comport Acts wii. ‘29. And I 
eanii'it think t&ftl these wooderful words 
are intended mejely to s.ia;nify, thatOod 
hath lodged in the hands of Christ, a /«/- 
««.« of (p/'/j to be conferred upon men; 
as if the passage were merely parallel to 
>ph. ill. 19, and John i. 17, as Mr. 
J’lrrce ^Npl^ios Jl; while bocinus sink*! 


jt yet lower, as if it (*nly referred h) hi'- 
complete "f the Divine will, 

las-iurediv bel'erc, that, as it contains an 
evident al’usion to the Sherh'mak ‘in which 
God dwelt, so it ulumatcly refers to the 
adoraSle inyi*mj of the union of ihr*!)iv}ne 
and human natures, in tbe'^Person of the 
glorious Krmnuel, which makes him such 
an object of oiir hope and confidence, as 
the most exalted cnature with the Tru»st 
glorious endowments, could lu vero/ tom- 
self be. 

* UuTiedxvith h>m in laptism.] For the 
import of this phrase, and the validity of 
some aignments often drawn from it, see 
Rom. vi. 4, Vol. IV. p. 64, note ^ Dr, 



and freed from the obUgatioii of the Jewish laxh. , j 


wherrin also you dying to Sill, as he died for it; in which ordi- 
?hrouX"h*fu‘th^!f representt;d as rawd xciHi 

tbeopcratioiiofOod, A/wi, and inconsequence thereof animated to 
vh6 bath raised him all ncwiiess of life, /jw the bdicf yow then pro- 
irorti the (lead. fessod in [tha(\ wondcrfiil display of the 
ffy of Cod^ tcho raisal him Jrom the 
thereby confiniiell his doctrine in pjeneral, and 
in particular confirmed our hopes of a j;lori4»!is 
resurrection and immortality, if wacominue in 
a faithful adherence to him. 



13 And vou, bcinff y/udyaw, Gentiles, tW/o rmv oiKc f/iv/i/ /;? aid 
rh ad 111 yuiir sms, noic^Tiom trespasses, and in the nmir- 

.-.ion of yoiii cwwfmnm P/y^K?’/ 7 c.v^, abandoned to Hi lits sen - 
i.itb he qiuikoiied sual and irveouiar inclinations, hath he also 
td^o tbi r >\ith riiakint^ his dealh 

lia\iiii? torcivon you ' , ‘ « w- 

ii! ^‘^d rcsurrection the means ol spirirual liti' to 

you; hax^ing Jreelij forgiven nil your (>>'fhicts, 
and condescended graciouslv to take you into 
iwilottinjr out the covenant with himself: Ami this upon a moroM- 
h.iijd-wiituiic otordi- agreeable footiiii^ liirin Israel before 

jijim.sf us, which whs stood ; havliig oloited only tt'flh respect to 2 /v, the 
loritriry tuns, and hand-’u^rithifr oj ordinaticcH and 

look 11 out of the tionsjS xvhich xva^ coutraty to us; (Acts xv. 10.) . 
'V.ls; **^ *'** '^'^ and had an evident efficacy, either to load us 

with an heavy burden, or to alienate the hearts 
of our Jeu'ish bret.hrcn from us. d7id ^lureihw 
lie ha/ A taken it away from bctwi cii ns, ns I 
may so express it, nailing it to [///.s] c;’/'.vs, ami 
tliercby bus cancelled it, as bonds arc cancelle d 


tialc th.il as (hi<; cliurch iit ('o- 

hisse w.ts planted car.i' r than that at 
Koitic, . u(l tfiiii cpi-^tlu \\.\s wuttni laOT 
than that to the ]<oniaii‘>, it inoio abun- 
dantly coiiririns ih<i peipetuiu of bajj^ 
*7 •», .ifiit bnpposfs nil towUuin it was ad- 
■liesscd to bavn been partakers id thatoi- 
thrtanc?f whether tht'V were nr were not 
descc-nded from riirlstiaii pai-ents. Gale’s 
Scr. Vol. II. No. 7, p. 200. 

* in [that\ enc/py of Cod, &iC.] 

V* luuever exsdence there m*iy be from 
■)tb( r scriptures, to pro' e that'/m^A is the 
eiicet of a f)wine Dpcrnfwn on the mind, 
of whi< h I am fully persuaded, (compare 
Hph. li. 3, mid note there.) 1 think the 
ijciiiiis of th** Greek lan;;uajje affords an 
jr^umeut which they, who understand it, 
must feel in rcadiiij? this passage, to 
piovc that It is not the sense of t1iislc\t, 
Zi't tthtm; 7ti; t‘ ipyu'ir. Thus vici; 


f'i'r; is delicf of the fiut/i, '? TIu ss. ii. 13. 
lAj and TH Ki'p * f! fij/f'/ t'J f>\r 

lord Jesjti CA/m/, or bill' lui: on him, 
James ii. 1. Compare Pb.l. i. ‘.17, wh^.u: 
r»rif 'I’w IS Mk‘vi7{p fbe 

R llnvt/fp hloUrd out, .J I hii\ r ijii imi 
whnl appcHird the most ca.^v, natiir.ij, 
.ind comprehensive sciwe. Mr. T’lerfe 
.says the I'endend nimfl-xLn:- 

fn^,signitic.su.sort of'anoic uiub ra man's 
hand, whereby he oblu’cs hi him If to tin; 
payment of any <I'’ht. I’l.e .f ’ ws hound 
themselve'. totiod. bv tli.drprotV.^'^ion ».l 
Judaism, not to wor^blp any otl.' r Oeitv, 
nor to iiesflect any Dinrie iii'«lit oijon ; in 
consfMjiieiirc of whjrb thev rejected aP 
communion with the (lontilcs^ ami thr,' 
it was tipin7t\t them. 'Phe word h<i^ 

been found to signifv :« io\al m'Oi iuie vtr 
rfrtrfi/, which 1 * Mi'll- to lb Vo 

saic law. 




SECT, by boiiiL^ si ruck througli with a nail; while he 
lias accuniplishl’d the purposes of the ceremonial 
law, by that sacrifice t)f himself, and thereby 

ol)ligat!uii of it to cease. Ky that Ami iiaving 
important tiansactioii, he hath also made us vie- 
torious overall our spiritual oncmies, and cs- .t.htw nftiiem 
pecially tlie fcn'iuidabU* sjiirit of darkness; huv- ly> irminpiunj; over 
2)1^ spoilt d tliese principalities and powers^' ihcm m a. 
the troj)!iii*s whicli they had gamed, by draw- 
ing us into the grand original aposiacy, and sul>- 
Jeciing to iheinstdves this part of God’s ration » 
al creation; he hath made than an open .^pcc,'uile 
10 the whole world, iriuinpfiing over than hij 
even by tliat cross whereby tii(‘y hoped to Imvi. 
triumphed over hitti. But God tiirnt d tli(*ir 
conifscls against ihemst lves, and ruiiu‘d their 
c;nj)ire by that death of his Son w'hich they 
had been so eager to accompli.sh. 
hi Since therefore die ctnvmtinial huv is now ir. La no 
abohslicd, let no! any, wlio is in a bigotled man- ><.•. 

lUT atta(‘hcd to it^ jaui>e and condemn any ol rtspi-ct of an 

(.’enliie Cdirisriaiis, i/\ regard to liKMis<.‘ of holy (Uy, or of Hk; 
vica! or drini' forbidden l)v it, or in respect to a ’* 7 '! 

Jea^i whicli is a[)poinied, or to a neu'-mron or 
sahhulhs;^ ordained as tiin(‘s of sacred rest and 
. soI(‘mu vorsinp, according to iliiit ritual, but 

ntjl: ilierefore, by any consequence holy to us. i“ Whhii .m- . 

- n hii fi things a) d indctal, in their original design, 


Jif.'r' j ! ttnd 

f"'> j r IS irMJCi.iIly Kmiwn i-ni Mi. 
I K'l' t . iiih ;n*i*i]irj‘*atM)n of tl.s . ir\< , 

• \( rv •wiiv^iilai U.in; as t iln. 

SMl-r V. i;r*‘, ** 1 li it 1 H'') ii III: <ln fsU '* lln' 
i ■' of ll’ it .'iithoiity 'Uiioh 
'• iin } 'miI ill liir '.oiorc the iti- 

* o.». iMlioii oi ( li. ’st, u:d r.-’isril the**i to 

‘ .ifl II 1 hi'i o ininpii w ri o.* as('rho«.(l 
into ill.] In. ai.iJ |)iii-li(.‘ly })ro[Mi<%('d 
tl.i-M ,!>, ;oj CXUtllpll' \irnyf/.ftli*Tlv) of 
“ i lioeiUil ami ni’i < jjtal.li- ohoiJicmX’ to 
“ him.” Ami .t .» pi. ail'd, uitl ronsi- 
dl.f..!ih; pjaij oljjlll) , that 'T^irf,.d :^a; is ns- 
oil 10 ’hat SCO"'', ti C'or ii. ii. 1 ’liis he 
thinks lilts this cdnnci' .or', .isfluf: 
w/y- py.'yi / u(id ])< k.' /.s, i** a** :ribfd Jo 

('odj ami as ii is inlroilMrid n> .in iirsn- 
irri'O! ajiiiiiist Cut it 

lx c'<'Oaio, tti.it jinut if ufdu's uhd fv/x^as 
0 ':,i\ iinli'’.(it‘n’lv - i. oil v /W «ii- 

y".f. ( < .0(1 hath uii- 

d .'hTrt’iX .' '//)'/! f.i >t //,//;' o/r of his 

III’*' • Oft' '.N ,m.li M r. Cl !i‘ IjK* " 


flic Wl^l(l .yju^ 67»7 ' is .1 u’l'Y unii«:iial 
OIK*. I>r, Wiiithv ‘'hsf'i'M 'I, tliut (’nin- 
thus and Sinwm M.iyiis, who'C doLirmi '• 
he* iiiKi.unn-s ilic iiposlh' is op]>osiii" lu 
Ihis pai* of 111 , opislli’, pr' Knd d to dc- 
l.vcr 111' n IrMl) Iho |.o\\i.‘r ol nil 
liy nhoU) they said tii" wuild was iinile 
aiid iji>\ernfcd, 

' SublMthn I Mr. Kuxii r observes, with 
bis i.sual spirit, that we ni.iy well vonih r 
al tho'C p.o<>d men that eun find the pro- 
hibition of a. /bm of />rfo/i'r, or a wjittni 
sertiion Hi the '-econd runini^pidinent, and 
\ei I’aiinot l:nii ibe ab.oi^ution of the - 
lih Itii'j relating lu tin- sabbath, in these 
plain wokU of the ajiostli*. For ‘>t is rer- 
taiiily most urhitiary to pretend, tiial 
these Murd- do not iniiUide « 'o/.- 

btuk, when there was no other soli iiinity 
x»o nvKtlli^ sijinilied b> that name, though 
the use of the mnnh' r sIu-hs that 

all davs of \aotii n 't appmi.ti^ d liy Mon v 
wiae lu hi taken in. 



and abolished" the ceremonial lanK QGii 


hliufloxr of ihinffs to and Constitution, only a shadow of cjood things sk i 
T orciirM intended to IcaiJ the mind to spiritual 
^ ' and evangelical blessings; but the bedy^KuA sub-"^^"' 

, , stance of thorn [is] given us in the gospel // 

Chrisij in whom they all centre, and, having 
the latter, we need not be solicitous about iho 
former. 

1 ft Li t no man therefore, tvho mai/ ever so (^agr i- 1 s 

.'.'"".‘li; hrr'!oVr b’ or ever so arttull.y’ atteinin it,' d. - 

uirv hiimilitv and pyii’C yoli of jjour great pnzf^^ lor wlueli as 
jiv.>,sini)j)m;j (»r au- Christians you cnnlfmd, bij \iiiiaf]ccted\ hiimili- 
ii‘U, iiitHMing into ^ , xvorship />/'// (which some Jir.v- 

ilii-a: \Uin li .V.’ . y. ... 

'j.‘ liaiii Hot 

t.iml' piilVcil lip liy (_■; gi'ily 

}ii> fi lily iimiil ; pivsmn; • nousK lu/o I hat which he hath not. seoi ; 

while lliey pretend to ti*ll us woihlerfui secrets, 


is)i /I doN, as w'(dl as itTaihen philosophers, so 
ir»eulc:Ui;,*) i}ityudinst officiously and 


ri Idtiii:* tt) tludr \ariou> ranks, snhordinarioip.. 


and offices, d’lii.s inav rendi'r a nrin tin* arliiii- 
ration of tlie ipjiiaatir and inconsiderate, but \t 
js indei'd the it*snll of ins being eainh/ puffal. 
up luf his corrupt and fle.^hh/ wind, with the 
concvil of things wliicdi ti is iitipossililc lie 
slioukl under.s^tid, and a (h-slre of introdneing 
\.ia iiMt holit- novelties into Teligion. .ivd so num wanderjo 
' 1*1 n! Im'iIv mislead olliors, in consccjucnee 

’ ■ of tlicir ?/e/ hdding and pro])i*rly adlan’tiig to 

him w hoin I meniioued abo\c as the Ihad^ even 


I /.. / ■ / d{-}nn'>‘ u>rj, tvc. j Tin' 

■ ji'^iuiil, 1 ^ M ■ ‘ • e * ' 

-.1 'V T'lr .‘jl'pv • '», «N 1 sMppusi* 
. . ! I M;i'iiil'> *1 fid ./! (il .iii\ ti» l!ii- 

(■pull ili**‘ii l)iM Mr N m‘ '(I Kual«‘i*- 

riiiHS" ts il iiitb tl)»‘ *.•«■> J- imnH-tl!- 

.tU*!y 1' >Ii«iuiii_', .U'tl inici'* till’ 1 .!' .Ir, 
•' /,! ( It > iron ilt'i'fiir .ii'U isJhJnila / /- 
u^inin'ias'j ti'ho h (h hi’/iti'tl with hiii'jlitj 
“///.'/ the ‘Vionkip at uni'^eL'." 'I 'Ik* word 

r-i 'Hyp'f^iT’jyv iiiuloubtcilly sigiillip*) hu- 
'>‘,i.'if>i 111 HMUTiil, but as tliu coniK'Ctiori 
(li'toiiiiiiii's* It to sigiiiiy what ^ as a,7r. W 
-Miii ,n fifst fui^tuUic if not rounterjeil, 1 
iia\r .uid.sl a wnitl in lli« xprsioii, 

(»/’ It «vi(Uuitly ap- 
ptMis fioin ^iMrral pa>bag;(’«. in Philo, to 
lijve hern tlio opinion of that learned 
Jt.vv, th.il (.nti&li iii^'sisiMigcis who 

pH M laA'd our prayers to (Jod, as well as 
l•louglll iloAii his faxouvs to ih. He ro- 
pH ociits this X it'w of I lie malter as n>ost 
/ w/i.Vf au'l rx-'x (Moiitial, and there is^no 
u.jubl but it pi xjx ailed among other Jews, 


(I’.unpari* Tol>. m. It; mi I'.*, ami 
llsal the aposlle iiIVi, to il,:,. s. nu . 
iinirli nioio prohabh.* linn tin* 
i.ition of 'rcitulli.in, xii.o v. (.uid x pl.iiu 

it i,f :co/-.\/i//i /«7 «<,,(■'’ «■! j,M 

prrtendiiiic t(» n-nur i <- ■ » l.ii nu-. h .,ni 
ihtMU. 'Wlu'.thur tin iioiihuii I) ^;ai> n 
i-.iily aslhi>, to eali tii.'-i.' a ‘•'piuu, 

xvhntn they lidfl friiiia'riy rail- il 
u'tfui drnimi,^ 1 do not i.erLi.idx kimu ; 
!)ut It IS cx'idenl, that mtv sown •xI'h i 
the apostlcN’ dax*', tliex* spf*ak nl . '*• i » 
and and ifi-jiinnoiid lit' xx.>i- 

.ship of them iindt-r tiiu^.* nann". .'i •• 
Juuiblic. d(‘ Mv''!. sn-t ii i'.mi. ! 

is justly icmaikid b> l.' jiu i, 

that had it bren tin* aposib in\ nl. >.i 

•to i;nx* iho laa’-i fin'(>ui,i;irnieML to jsix 
religioii'. ailclri'Ss.M S to sati/ii aod r/ii^'i 
this xxould haxc lixcii a M iy natntal •• 
^ea.ston x»f iiilrodin iii': tin* sobn <*:, ai ! 
a'ljii.stinu Its proper 1> b.-ji.f 

on the Alt, p. 



-.2G4,- Rejections <m the authority of Christ as the sole Lawgiver. 

sF.cT. .the Lord Jesus -Christ; from whom the whole t>y .joiots and bands 
body ot the church beins supplied, and compact- no'ifishiaeiu 
, ea 0 } the union of var^ous^o/nts-awc? bands, in- together, incrcaseth 
3. creases tn g'rane and holiness continually, and h>o increase of 
at letiirth attainelh to t/u; increase of God; to 
whom therefore I most earnestly exhort you, 
my brethren, contimuilly and stedfastiv to ad- 
here. 


Coi. 
i'.. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

I -ET us contemplate, with daily pleasure, the glorious effects 
of the death of our blessed Redeemer, by which the Mosai law - 
\er. i t-was fl 6 u/i. 5 Ae<f, the hand uriting >f ot'diiiances blotted nut.: that 
(Icdth, by which so glorious a victory over our .spiritual eper.iios 
•’was obtained, by which the infernal principaiilies and powers 
were stripped of their trophies, and themselves exposed as an 
op-n spectaclf. Let ns improve this victory to all the glorious 
purposes for which it was intended. Let ns above all consider 
It as an enoao. ment to a life of exemplary holiness, especially 
I • as we are ourselves circumcised with the circumcision of (.’hrisl; 

as by baptism wc are solemnly engaged to mortify all irregular 
12 airec;tions, and, being buried with C hrist in that solemn rite, to 
IJrisetoall newness of life, having received the forgiveness for 
onr sins, and being raised witk Christ to the hope of eternal 
glory. ^ 

^ Let us he solicitous ever to maintain the strictest union with 
0 Chrift as our Ifead^ rememhoring liow gr.;at an honour it is to 
lube thus related to him, in whom dwelleth nil the fulness of God- 
head bodily. Let us be careful, in virtue of this union, to live 
in the communion of Christian love, with all the members of the 
body, and ourselves to grow with all the increasf of God. 

8 .And let ns guard against all those human traditions, or refine- 
171110:1; of pliilosophical ...icculation, which are deagreealile to 
these element.s oi C.lirist mto which liavo been initiated; and 
against every thing which could bean mfringement of that liber- 
ty which (Jlirist hath gran*^ed to his church, and whichsit is our 
duty to endeiuour to maintain, against all encroachments; even 
tiioiigh they should be made by any in his name, and under the 
18 pretence ot authority from him. It may be urged upon us, as hu- 
mility, to submit to such impositions, but it is th-e truest hu- 
mility to maintain an exact obedience to the authority of our 
llivine Master, and to limit even our submission to those of our 
brethren whom wc may most honour and love, by a regard to his 
command and institution. And if a due care is not taten in tliis 
respeef, wc may be depriiied, at least in some degree, of onr 
3 pri:£e, by tlie methods whereby some may endeavoui'lo persuade . 
us that we. shall most idlccuially secure it. May Divine wisdom 
iiros-irvci: from ail those vain deceits whereby our faith might: 



Christians are not subject ia Jewish erdinances ; SiftS’ 

be corrupted, or our conformity to the plan of Christian insti- sect. 
tutions be rendered, in any respect, less beautiful, pure, and 'v. 
complete. 


SECT. V. 


The aposilr furrier cautions the Colussians against those corrupt 
addition', to Christianity which some were attempting to in- 
troduce, especially by rigours and superstitions of their own 
, devising ; and exhorts them, as the properest met hod for their 
security, to be endeavouring to raise their hearts more to 
Christ, as their ascended Lord and life. C^l. II. 20, to the 
end. Chap. III. 1 — 4. 


COL. II. 20. . 
^y\ KUKV'OKE, if 
ye hcrliad \Mili 
Ohriist, from the ni- 
dimt*iiisof^‘ie world; 
wliNMis though living 
in the world, are ye 
toiibject lu ordinal!* 


21 (Touch not, 

^iitenotjhaiidlt iiot : 


2'2 ^Vhicb all are 
to peri-'h with tin 


COLOSSI ANS TI. 20. 

J HAVE mentioned the relation in which you sect. 
* stand to Christ as your Head, and 1 must from v. 
hence take occa.sion farther to plead the obliga- 
lions you are under to labour aftm* a growing 
conformity to him in all things. If ike vef ore ije 
are indeed (as by baptism ye profess to be) dead 
with Christ ‘S J rom the rlements'^wi\ rudiments 
the worlds liom those things which among the 
(Jeniiles or the Jews m(*n are apt to build so 
inueii \\\hm,whi/, as if ye were still living as be- 
fore in the worlds and stood in that respect on an 
CMjiial looting with others, meddlfwiih thes'e 
appoint mentSj subjecting >oui'selves to them; 
yea, and are ready yourselves to insist on the ob- 
.servalion of them, and e\en to join m iin[)osing 
them upon others. And jiart cuiar'y tho.sel 
which the Mosaic law inculcates, ''lu n as, touch 
not any thing ceromon.allv unclean, tu'^te 
any food whicdi that prohibits, handle not any 
thing by which smdi pollution may be coi - 


traded ^ 


All which tliing'i tend to the cor- 


If titer efurr yf he dead u'ith Chtisf, Ac."] 
havp roii.sidoi> d this a> the begiii- 
riing ot ii new panigidph, aUdirssed to 
Jcwiiih amoiift tin-m; and piend, 

n snppuit of tins •ipiiiioii, th.U itic sub- 
ectuMi to oidiriaiu’t's whn h the .'<p<>.sij(> 
ri'provt'a, inconsistcni with the 
ppiiitises he had bi'forc bostowod upon 
he Coins' lans. lUit it bcems niobt iia- 
iirai to ^nppobo, that he addrcibbes the 


society in gciieial, and haves it to lhe»r 
own (•« n'rifiic .s to deli'iuiujo uliidi <.* 
them df*>eni(l iIk' cciiMiii . 

^ r mh uot^ -v t Imdh n^t J h. 
has bef'ii obMO ved, that Uit’ ipMck s.n'pes 
Muiii f the-v pm.’i p &, wii’-oui :tn; opu. 
lathes lietwtei), happii> •'xpicsse* 
jFvniev with W'hirh die ■< ducin^ « 
incidealed those tliiiivs. ih. hiibv 
shews that Ceriuthus’ doctruic a d pr* - 



'■‘266 Or prcccpls of huvum invcntloih 

sKcr. or that excellent religion into whicliydu after the 

V. Iiiive the hononr to ho initiiitcrl ; h/ the ubu.'e of uoclnnw onneV"'*’ 
luconbng 1o tha ^vommandtnevls and doc- 
11 V> <// inistakcMi and ill-designing who 

insist so i^agcrly u[)()n tlu*in, as ii’ they were os- 
soDiial to salvation ; thonoh, as I observed 1)0- 
Ibre, tlioy have answered their givat end, so i’ar 
ns they were of Divine institution, and are now 
laid aside l)y ihc same authority that introduced 
them, so tluil all obligation upon the conscience 
23 is ceased. Concerning ro/i/VA we may 05 wiiiru thiai,'*, 

in the general observe, that ihey- have indeed a indood a .^Uotv 
pretence of xvisdqjfii^ and are in that view cravcly m wjiu 

insisted upon, ‘ especially Iiy the more rigorous tv, .imi mni-oi 
sects ; but many of them arc ol* such a nariire, >»i ‘I'jv 

that, even while fhat Jewish (economy continued ’ 

■ in lorce, they made no genuine part or it, but 
rather taught men to pervert religion, by mak- 
ing it to consist in u'iU-worshif)^ wliich they 
themselves devised, andy in an aiVecicd liionf/ily 
of address, and hi a severity fa the bodj/ ; whicli, 
rigorous as it seemed, was far from being true 
inoriitication, or disposing the mind to it. On 
the contrary, while it puffed men up with a vain 
conceit of their own sanctity, it might l)e said 
r.ither to lend to the dishonourable satisfying of 
the t/esh '■, while it seemed nujst to afflict it : for 
1 hat self-complacency , ostentation , and conttMiipl 
of others, with wliieh those scveriti(‘s Jire often 
attended, is ind(!ed a carnal principle; nor could 
tlic gro«sC‘.. scnsualitu!s be iiioii* contrary toihc 
\v:ll of tiotl and the genius of I'ue religion. 

< I |»t- Ii.id imirh of aiid;.omc of i^lory and ill-iialnre, wlin h wi n rnn 

(jaoiai loiii* an nniarkable iii this ijarv to the of true rtilipiou a*, 

view. .ijiy ol Mip i^io m iisuaYilics that 

‘ lU\lir,r}>jUi(ilf!ti - in'n^ •»/ //,/• {lt‘\h.\ could be J lowers Work'^jX ol. 

0„y- to: - jg'i/.co, !, p. 'jTj. /.ii-l ’his na Luinlv llie till.* 

I >1 tlujluo I iiM\ In trail.- 'in.' in tru- m.iio'il, UiouLni llij- cxpli- 

j»o', a, iisil itli.id ln'ousaid, It i- lo -iicii i .!t.ii)u «if id ‘k’ iii''|oiti 'il-i* 

.i '^ati.sfv'fv:: of the th -li i\< dor-^ it n-'i-tl l*r'i'.<«inn 'ristamcnt ’cntU ii, \Vlin l» 
ii'unut ; wliich J take to In .i ///f/ci/ , lo “ thiu' lone uidi nl soim; njiot ,irau(.c 
c\j)jt,s wh i! i.s f//»/if;'/f»7/fzZ>V ; V h(»r.'‘;is ilic (jf w i'iflom, in li'at tlity ;uc a \oliin 
hi’j;!u‘..l hitf'n of our bodies is to ht* the “ tary worsbip, tliat llif v bHV«' .'oi air ol 
m h’nnruti of nm s vis in tlio si ivin; of ** Inniiiliiv, that Uil'\ spaic noi li.c body, 
God. Mr- Il.)’.icobs«‘r\c-5, that T«;>t»;'*ig- arid iliat they b>\o no rcL' u.l to thf 
nilics pt>Khiniij as wdl ns honoii}, and “ satialitm' tin* llcdi wbi'-b i-'jid' 
rliinks the sm’c t(» bv, that tlioni;b tliere round’y, but pives a most nnainbou-Ml 
w«s lu) ajipi'aiaiicft of for tho sciii^e to wx rv Tio.s T»vi, and ONdun^o, 

ticsh, \f:t tiiciC was a enmaJ kind of sa- thespiut of llu: lOPi.-h/din.' j(.b 1 

li fadio-.i III lli jsc aiiecict} seventies, uh< n flat taiC'flof J*. 
i i.-oeedm/ fii-'in the pnneijdvs of va;n- 



" siio^ld seek tHiise things /hut are above. 


in. 1 Ifyc thPTi l)c 

with Christ, 
svek those things 
which are above, 
where Christ sittcth 
<>ii lUe ri;,Iit-hauil of 
<Jocl. 

'i Set your affer- 
tions ou things 
;ihi)V(', ami not on 
ihiHI's on the tarUi. 


Tor \ 0 are ilead, 
.111(1 \(iiir lib' IS hid 
With Cinist lu (I'od. 


Col. I 
III. 1.'- 


i- Wiieri Christ 
w'; • i*. Oiir life, sliall 
:u , thi I hall \ e 
ab.i ar with hitn 
ni gl-'i). 


And let me farther imjirove the great princi- sect. 
p!e I have laid down, and urge, that since ye are ' 
risen with 67tm/,ye should therefore seek things 
that are above*^ the sphere of this mortal ai»id 
animal life; even there where Christ is siifi)ig 
in tlignit)’ and felicity at the right-hand of God, 

Yes, my brethren, charge it continually on your 2 
consciences, that ye rnind^ prefer, ailect, and 
pursue the things that are abovcy and 7iot those 
[that are] here o)i tliis low earth And this at- 
tachment to the great and glorious views of 
the invisible|and eternal .world will moderate 
your regards to many other things about which 
yon are ready to be so much engaged. Aud’> 
surely this may reasonably be expecte<l, for yc 
are by solemn profession, as I pleaded before, 
dead with Christ, and your new and. better life 
(lows from him, and f.v, as it were, hidden with 
in God'\ A regard to an nnseen Saviour 
is tlie groat principle that aniniaies it, and it 
cenin^s on that hle.ssod world where lie reigns, 
and uliore (iod di'^olays tho brightest tokens of 
In.s nmjc'siie and gracious presence. And you 4 
nave th.s farther transporting assurance, that 
when Christ [who 2 .>J liie gn*at Spring of our ce- 
Ic^liiii ///c, and liiglicst olijcct ofonr desire, shall 
apjHar 'm all the pomp and splendour of bi.s final 
trminj)h, then you shall alsnap/uar with him in 
glory, making a part of that oihj bright and il- 
lustrious assembly which he shall then redeem 
from the power of the. grave, and Ibrni to a per- 
fection of soul, and lustre ol' body, suitable to 
the relation in wliich lliey all siami to him ns 
tlie great (.’onqneror of death and hell, and So- 


*' I'hm^s thnl /'!<• aA'”.!'. ] Calvin «n- 
ilf*rslands this of ^uh/inu'i pn}t^ lO 
;is t/» Jewish cere- 

iiuniK's .iiiii ‘ dintinta iV’ the x/vorld^ men* 
lio*ie<l • II '20 , but It cannot pi 
Iv 1)< sjk!, thif ih 'i’ 4ir** icith <7irhf in 
I think ihercfiTc tiu' a|»<>stlr pro- 
cfods on tl'c jiiincipit’s he h.id liliddowri, 
to a mo-* iinporl.int p!.i('ii>'.jl f\- 

horlution, di 'iMom I'ruiii any l.c had ad- 
laiK't'd hetorf , ^ns li*- <•( rt.i.nh do< \er. 
/'.) jel notiiin^ coold ino-.v etU'Ctuully 
•lend to lake thoni otiTioin ihobo'l^igotted 
altachtrii'iit*. of whu h hr; was solicitous 


to riuT V ronmik.ilih' in^tam e f-i' 

that happy add.'i .s wu.ch wc haM' r-orf- 
ten had oM|>ortunity of ohscisini:, .ind 
which an attentive u-.-ider will obsone in 
in.iny other places, whi ri.- wc liave nut 
had room to point it out. 

* Vr'tti hfe i\ tnf{f &.e. ] 'the ///,- rif 
the t hristi.'ifi is lit ic rcpicsi'iited ai air 
iiM aluafilc^c-ti’W, and under u rlonble 
n/tft icserse<t /»/ hrixen^ and i.iid up u'Uh 
i'liiist in (',tKf ; secure tliorofoit* as the 
aoudn ofC'lnist wilh the Father, or as rlu 
fidelity and iinnint.ihiii* y f*f the J’,ithe» 
himself could nidkc it. 



.268 Rtfiections on the Christian's being risai xvitk &c. 

sKcT. verfigii of universal nature. Let us therefore 
V. contentedly wait for our supreme felicity till 
tliai i^iofious dav shall come. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

I.ET US charge it on our hearts, by all our great and solemn 
obligations to Jesus, our beloved Saviour and glorified Head, 
that we study the nature of true religion with greater care, and 
practise it with greater constancy. Let us not place it in a zeal 
for i\:rftnoni:il observances, according to the doctrines and coni- 
versp mumlmcnts of men. I.et us ever remember that Christ alone is ^ 
the !.avvgiver of his church, and let us solicitously guard against * 
the abuses in religion, which would be the consequence ot in- 
troducing, and much more of imposing, human ordinances. Too 
sensibly has the church in all ages seen and felt the unhappy 
elfects of such a temper. Its divisions, and its formality, may 
2 in a oreat measure .he traced up to tins source. Will-worship 
*and a voluntary humility have proved its disgrace, and in some 
countries almost its ruin. Let us labour after siiblimer views, 
and considering ourselves as riscyi tcii/t Christy let us seek the 
things that are^above. l.et us cultivate greater spirituality of 
mind, and endeavour to have our hearts there where our Lord 

Surolv the reflection upon that relation in which we stand to 
Jiim, in concurrence w'ith that glory in which he is now en- 
throned, the kind designs be still bears lo us, and the prospect 
wc have of sitting down with him ere long, in that kiifodoni^ may 
2 well raise our thoughts tliirher, and bear ns above all iiiiniodc- 
rut«i atiachment to the.se low scenes of mortal life. 

‘J l.ci us therefore study more and more the hidden life of tlic 
(.’hristian : and, consideriug Christ as our life, be olten anticipaN 
ing in our thoughts tlie great day of his appearance, and dvyell- 
^•jng o.; tlic blessed hopi? of appearing with him in glorv. Hut, 
(): how dark are. our vievvs of these things ! Hovy little do v\e 
feel of the :-/anctil\ ing and elevating inlluenee ot tins hone ! Let 
us earnestly pray for a more abundant commumcation of Divine 
urace, that* den ding more and more ol this spiritual hfe lioin 
\ "hrist, we mav iiave pore suitable and aifectionate apprehensions 
c>f that angelic life to which his love has destined us, and to 
'.viu ij such a temper tends directly to lead us. 



f>t. Pml exhorts them'' to mortify alt mtsudf, lusts ; 




SECT. VI. 

yVic apostle presses the Colossians to ^uard against every de^rrt 
df undeanne^s^ malice^ a7ul falsehood^ and ioahoxmavi (he 
practice rf the nppoaite virtues^ and in those devout exercises 
and tvangdual viervs bij •which they might ' be animated to 
cultivate them. Col. III. 5 — 17. 


ror. III. 

lyjoi; l iKV tiifp 


<'\il 

ancl t'n\f ttwi'i.K'"*- 
uhif'li ib nil il.it IV '■ 


COLOSSIANS HI. .‘n 

Y^U liave heard of the glorious hope which sect. 
lore \ )iir m« in- wc eutei'tahi as Christians, let me ihtrtjorc 
biTs Mill- h arc upon Upon vou, that y<n} he influenced in 

tion, nni'iiMnru.ss, smtrihle manner by it, and panicularly that it jjj - 
in .rdiii.nr alh i r. m, engage j ou to viortif i/ thoso lusfs which are so 
apt to dwell \i\your members that are on earth; 

‘‘Uch iis jornicalion^ uncicainiesSyixnd every oliicr 
Lind and degree of inordinate afuct ion ^ evil eon-^ 
capiscence, and an nisaliaUc dt dre of any earnal 
yiatilication, an objert ichic/i is indeed nothing 
jes.s than idolatn/^ or j^aving that regard to the 
most unworthy things which is due to (iod 

6 J’rir Mhlrh ihinjcr-! alone. On uccoLOit which the wrath of ( 'rod(> 

Mi^th *ori^tii*- x'ominfif not only on liiose who profrss ifiem- 
< h!i irni" of ciiboiiv- •‘’cli t‘s his people, hut even cn the children o/dis-- 
iluMii f. ohrdi* nce^ on heatliens ihcinseives, v\ho hid tine 

most open cleliance to what we v\ell knovv lo b.* 

7 In t:-*- viiirh liie iiist principles of true religion, ylnioiu:"; 
whom ye aUo once xcalkedy and had \ onr ('onv( i‘. 

.sation, partaking with your neighbours in a!l 
tbeir enormities, when formerly ye Hied ani.mg 

^ III. t now > 011 . il- thinly and made a part of tlieir iiun.lxn*. Ihit'^ 
lieing eouverted to the pure, peaceful, and 
M.r>phcuiy, ** I'iiiiiy tlevoiit religion of the Lord Je'^us ( hrisi, see to 
it, that ye aho put away all these enonniues, and 
parliruiarly the transports of oj>en rage, the .se- 
cret grudg.ngs of concealed rc: cntmenty the ma- 
lignant working t»f malieey the injuries of evil- 
• speakingy^ the scandals of lexM eonversatum 


nU') u 1 1 Li ft 
1 jiiw' w Ik ji \ 
ID tiilDl). 


StilliC 

lived 


' A Y/Ow/,--. 1 "I’hc original Mnrd 
pri)pi*rl\ M‘;iiihes l>lnn)heniy ^ but it in- 
* lui{<’<! D -loulv in»pioii>, s,[)cec*hps with ro- 
t'liriJ to Oo I, nluoh i.s the hmhi-ht (|c:^rce 
of laiigu.igc, hu! all railing 

anil rt piuic hful sj)c: rhi/.s ;iga»nsl oiu* 
bivtlucii, procci-iliug fiuni .the transports 
of liinou.s pasiiJoriii. 

VOL. V. 


X* I.nL‘(l nmi'i’r .S > I iiiuha stand 

fsi7vpoXoy.'it ; ot’ oi/'ic >€ and t.i-putc 'U'unlSf 
Mhuli arc sos(MniJ.iloU''lr coi.niiOM, fifl 
may VHiiit re.’oris, Mhicli 1 c.iniiul sus- 
pect,) among in.i.ix, wlioin good hrcciL 
ing at lea-tl should teach better, il'tliey 
had no regard ti> any higher I'onsidera- 
tiori. But Dr. Wlntby exphuus u ol 'f- 
S 





To pul OH the iieic man, and culliva'te' 


1 1 WlHTii tbi.'t* ii» 
nor 
iiinri- 


sicT. anvl lot fhoni all he resolutely banished out of <:r*inmunicat}'ott' out 

VI. ymir mouth, and out of your heart: 

Ho one to anoihei\ either in trade or common another, seeint: that . 

I if u t'onvorsaiion; having solemnly professed to put ye have put off tin* 
off the old vian^vith //w iniquitous decds^ and 
entirely renoiineed all those corrupt cilfections 
10 which wtM'c naturally so prevalent in you; Jnd lo And have put on 
having declared it as ytmr design and resolu- the new many whuii 
lion, to put on the nevo [wk/w/i all the^branches p '» kuow. 

ol that contrary temper and disposition, which Uiat ercaicd 

eon^tiuiij tlic Christian character, and which ^ 
rencuhd in k)wichdge of our true duty and in- 
terest, and universal holiness, as the genuine 
fruit of it; in cording to the image of him that 
1 i created him, even of God, who is himself the 
gifiLt standard of all moral ])erfection. 'Fhus 
you will indeed become trcniiine members 
tnat biossed M)ci(‘ty /c7z£T 6’ ///(?; v; /.? no distinction u^r mn-iu-uin- 
het\v('(»n men of dilTerent nations, education, « h.M-b.in.ui, 

or ranks in life; where neither is any man re- 
jected lor being a ijirckj nor accepted merely all, and in all. 
for being a Jew ; a society when* he can claim 
nothing by virtue of circumcision^ nor lose any 
thing by uncircumemun ; where no barhurian^ 
or even Snjlhian^ is treated with contemj)t for 
that want of learning and politeness which is 
to I)e found in the most remote nation ; or any 
slave trampled upon as unworthy notice, since he 
shares with others in the possession of that ines- 
limablc treasure, an immortal soul, and may liave 
a part in the great Redeemer of souls: f/zor] is 
a fi'ceman cliielly esteemed or regarded uj)on 
account of his boasted liberty; but rather in pro- 
portion to Ills subjection to our Divine Master : 
for this is the great hand of union among them 
all, the matter of th 'ir boa ting and their joy, 
that they are related to Christy who is acknow- 
ledgc'd to be all tliat is amiable* and cxcclleni, 
and who dwells in all true believers, vvithout 
any (lifrereiice on any of these accounts. 

\'2 (’onsider this, my. brethren, whatever your ic» Cut .»u tin rc- 
exlc'nial circumstances may be, and put on there- C-p tiu* clevt ot 
forCy as the chosen people of Godf holy to him, \ nndbt; u^- 


piomhfu! ipri-rhvs that expose others to ^ Put vn ai^ the ^h^sru ij 'I’liis is 

. «»nie»ipt ; wliith to rue ticeins a very un- not inconsistent ^ilh wlialwassaid al)o\e 
ujr'iral Mitcrpvi tatioii. (vcr. 10,) of Mm havuv^ already ](;«/ c ’- 



d Tiumbk, compassionate^ and forgiving tmpei\ Q7l 


of mcr- beloved by him, set apart to his service, and 
V,... ’illind blessed with the tokcMis of his peculiar favour, 
meekness, bowels of tender vicrci/ io all the afflicted and 

distressed, gentleness tO all men, lowliheft of 
viindj engaging you to condescend even to those 
in the humblest stations, meekness under what- 
ever injuries and provocations ye may receive, 
and long-^sujferingy when your trials may be in 
their continuance tedious, as well as violent in 
i.; roii)iaiin£r one ihcir degree ; Forbearing to break out into any 
• Hirolie revengeful actions, or reproachful speeches 

:jiivmaiii).i\tja(|nar- agaiiist one another <1 and not only so, but cordial- 
roiafidin^taiiy n \y fovgiving one ayiothev^ if any have a quarrel 
another ; even as Chrik hath freely for- 
■ ’ given }joUy though you have in so many in.*»tanc(s 
, injured and provoked him, so aho Aoye. u\ imi- 

tation of an example so amiable and so Divine. 
Owlr above all these things [put on] lore^ xehich 

ind('od the very bolid of all perfection^ and 
boiKi»t‘prrf(t inps}<, u'hicli will keep your miniis stcdfast, and csta- 
blisli that consistency of scntir\ients and beha- 
viour which is so honourable in the C'hristiun 
character, and tends so much to its sct'urity. 
13 ^And lot tiR* jfid {hfj peace of God always preside as the 
your iK*a.is, to ii.l> umpire Dij/our hrarts,^^ even tliat placid 
which also yp arc and honign temper which so naturally i‘i’sul('> 
c »ii.‘d in one ImuIv; n sen-^e of your reconciliation to (iotl. 

and hp ye tijanKini. Idesscd State and dispo.sition into 

ichich you a/so are called by the gospel, being 
happily nnitrd in one body ; and A- ye thankful 
for iliose privileges which result from it, wh^it- 
... , . „ ever affliction may for the present be allotted to 
('hiist dn-il in And let the word oj Lhrist, the go>pel I 

hpIjIv mall wi>di)ii!; wliic.b vcu have received, divtll in yon :u'hli/ ni 
and atililo- all wUiloni ; lay it up in your hearts, meditate 
upon it conlinually, and endeavour wisely lo 
improve it to the best purpose. And, m this 
, \ iew, be often teaching one another tiie doctrines 

• of (.’hrisiiauitv, and admonishing one another 


SECT, 
VK . 

Col.' 
HI. 12. 


\'i 




IS 


ff.'c urZi' m'lr^ .is the apustic intonded here 
inpxlioir II. Ml! to .i<l\ ance rnoi-p ;ind iriore 
I.! tlii>c l>Pritvc)U nt di'-pusitioiiN, which 
did in sofio »‘on>n)t:i'al)|f; dcL^iip nlieady 
pusail in their hearts. 

** I vt tht' ficmti of' Cod preiuh in yo>fr 
hvrjts ] Tfn* on^ritial w!)rd which we ren- 
der //ipi/r/r, h /if'tfy.'uj-v. Let it fill your 
hMsrls, a.ij -i n.i^ctr, wiih buclia jay as vir- 


the hthi\ !H the Olympic *>ainpv,. I ra- 
ther think ii Mcnnit ■•.jlpt i\ /‘rrnde in your 
niind'<i, as ihe m.istia of the g.iinp.s does 
in liiDSf aolrnmiui’s. And, as this i.s the 
sens6 in winch 1 l. ng agi* appiehmded 
the word was to be lakcn, it is .1 grrai sa- 
tisfaction to iinr t ) liiid tins inliirpiPtalion 
confirmed by ih*- authority ol so ijicat c> 
critic as litva, 
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All tiling,^ shovld be done in the name of Christ 


sF.rr.- cnncernln^ thi^ (Intios of it; and let these sea- 
VI. sons, whether of public worship, or private con 
be in ii proper manner diversified anV// 
ItMc DavKl’s psalnhSf and other t?vangclical 

li i/f/ms and spiritual which under the in- 

fluences of the. Spirit ye may be enabled to com- 
pose. For it will be both pleasant and profitable 
to he frequently employed in singing such 
pieces of sacred poetrv and music, provided it 
be not merely the langnatre of the lip, or the cx- 
crtMse of the voire, i)nt be likewise attended 
Ki.'/i rlie exercise of grair in your heart ; winch 
surtdy it will be, if wc rightly con.si(li‘r that lliey 
are adtiressed to the Lovdy to whom every sen- 
timent of the heart is known, and to whom no- 
thing can be acceptable which is not attended 
Hwith cordial devotion. Andy upon this groat 
principle, yon may take it as a gc'noral rule, that 
Xi'hitisoL'irr jjr do in reordy or in deed, in all your 
discourses,* and in all your actions, you [do] all 
things in the name of the [iord Jesus Christ; all 
to the purposes of his glory, and all in huniblc 
dependence upon him, both for the conniuini- 
cation of spiritual strength, and for your acccqi- 
lance wdtli God. And, while you have so dear 
and accepiabh* a name to use in your approaches 
to the Divine Majesty, rejoice in this inestima- 
ble privilege; perform the duties incumbent 
upon yon with pleasure, and be continually 
giving thank< to God eten the Father through 
. hhn , who will graciously recommend, by his 
prevailing intei cession, yenr prayers ami praises, 
as well as your other servir.cs, to the Divine re- 
gard. ... ' 


nishinjr Olii.,i8lOthef 
and 


hymns, and spiritual 
songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. 


1 7 And whatsoever 
ye do in wordordeed, 
do all in tiu* n.iint ot' 
the ].ord gi\- 

ing thanks to Ood, 
and the Father by 
him. 


• Psalms f it hymns yund spYitual sonp,'\ 
Calvin think'' .ill thcbc words refer to Da- 
■vid V pm tical pieces, as some of them arc 
eallvd attend- 

ed with inshumeut}!, some o^Vnn 7'eAi/- 
/m, winch he thinks prmjcn gener- 
ally s-'Mir. and others Shunm, migs, 
coniaiijirig not ordy proper and imme- 
diate acts of di'votion nddresst'd to Ct)d, 
hut aUo yni-ral and insfructipm, 

l>lit I -CO not the authoiity of this mtcr- 
jiretatioii, and tViink it. much more rea- 
‘jon.ihlc to believe, lliat by hymns and 
so?i;is he meain such poetical 
coinpo lilt's, as, under tlic influence of 


the Spirit, were written or Uttered. For 
it w’oiitd be \ciy absurd to suppose, that 
when there wjs such a gift in the chiirrh, 
as W't* are si re there was, (coinpar * 1 ('or. 
XIV. 1.7, ‘^6.1 they should 'ov confmctl to 
the words of iJavicl in all their devotions 
of this kind. And it would certainly ho 
as reasonable for in these latter ages, 
to explodi’ all kind of prayers in pnl-lic, 
but liturgies collected from the words of 
scripture, as ail «-.n‘rcd songs in Oivinc 
wor.’ihip, are but liteial translations from 
what is called the Hook of P'^.ilinv. Num- 
berless passages of the old and New T es- 
tainent arc equally capable of furuishing 
us with sacred anthr'ins' 
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* IMPROVKMENT. 

Let Christians soK-Ttinly charL^e upon tliemselvrs an abstinence sriT. 
from those vices which bring the wrath aS God upon hejiiu^ns ; \i. 

and', thoujjjh it shonltl be like wounding or cutting off our 
bers, let us [)iit on an holy resolution to niortily them; and, not 
content with refraining from all degrees ol pollution, falsehood, ^ 
and malignity of heart, let us be more soheitoiis to put on tlie *^> ^ 
new man, uhidi is the creation of Cod in the soul, and which 
bears his amr.ible image. Whatever our nation or rank, our edu- 
, cation or onr ci re u instances in life may be, l(?t this be our con- 
cern, that we may 4)eiii Christ, and Christ in tiK^ for on that de- , ^ 
pends our everia'vting all.’ Happy the most untaught savage?, * 
and the most o])pressed slave, who is thus related to t!»e inear- 
nate wisdom ol God, and the great Lord of ail, infinitely heyond 
tlu* politest Greek, the most ceremonious Jew, the frtH*st stib- 
jeet, or the most despotic prince, who is a stranger to such a 
bU‘ssing ! 

If w(* have any reason to hope that we are live elect of ('rvd^ pj 
hohj and beloved by him, let this charm us to enteitain the most 
benefiecnt senlimeiUs and views with regard to our fellow-eri‘a- 
tures, and teach us to put on bowels nfyneny^ gentleness^ humili- KJ 
/y, viteknesSj and long-suffering, Lia the grace of Christ in 
Jreely forgiving us^ teacli us to rejoice in opportunities of imi- 
tating it. Do we desire to feel the peace of God pres'iding in l l-? I ' 
us, let us exercise charity ^ the bond of perfectness^ and let ns study 
to be more and more thankful, in whatever stations we are filaeed ; 
observing afteniively its advantageous circumstances, relleeling 
especially how much worse things might have been, and how 
unworthy we tmrselves are of any distinction which God may 
• be pleas(>d to make in our favour. 

Wt; have especially great reason most thankfully to arknow- 
ledge th(* Divine goodness, in providing tis with *<0 many religi- 
ous advantages, an\l particularly with those that relate tQ the 
most decent and edifying performance of the duty of psalmody. 

To furnish us for a right discliarge of it, let us carefully tic'a- 
siire up the word of C hrist in our iiiiiuis, and let us be ever 
more solicitous to preserve the melody of the heart than that of IT 
tfie voice.. In this, and in every other service, let all be done 
in the name of Christ, and then we may humbly hope that all 
shall be accepted through him. And, if that pre vading name 
do not ri'eommend us to acceptance, the divine [)urii> wili tind 
something in every one of tlmm which will justify God, notouiy 
in rejecting them, but in cpnUemning us. 
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Duties of hisbands and wives. 

* 

S E C T. ViL 



77^*: 'apostle rctoinmends to the Cohssians a care in performing 
the duties that ansxccred to the several relations if life in •w)iick 
they sfoudy ichether they were wives or husbands^ children or 
parents^ servants or masters. Col. iii. \%ytothc end. IV. 
l—G. 



COLOSSIANS III. 18. 

L"- r Jiio now remind yon, as I frequently do 
uiy other Christian friends, both in my ser- 
mons and epistles, of how great importance it 
is to cMidt^avour after such a temper and beha- 
vio.ir, in resj)(‘ct to the relative duties of life, as 
may adorn a Christian profession. And bo par- 
ticuiarly exhorte?d, yc wiveSy that ye be subjcit 
to your own husbands y though they sliould be 
Jews or boathens, as if is beamiing in the Lord: 
for a modest, resju’etlul, obedient behaviour in 
this most enilearing relation, will make your 
r.haraeters appear beautiful, and so far gain up- 
on tliOse (^fthem who are strangers to Christia- 
nity, as to give them a good opinion of it upon 
i 9 that aeconnr. And, on the other hand, yc 
husbands, In; exhorietl tenderly to love \your\ 
wives, and be severe and bitter against them, 
as too many in the world are, who become do- 
mestic tyrants, and quarrel with their wives up- 
on every trifling occasion: thus overbearing 
ihos(' whom they should rather guard and eom- 
(ort. f'vcaking tlieir tcndc Spirits, and perhaps 
shortening then days. 

-0 Child} euy st\' lo it that ye be obedient to [your 
own\ parvnt.'i, in ail hiw'ful things; for this is 
well-pfaciing to the lord Jesus Clirist himself, 
who, when he coiulescended to dwell in human 
ilesi), was a constant example cf filial piety, not 
only to his real mother, but to him who w'as 
21 only his supposed father. (Luke xi. 51.) And 
yc Jut hers, see to it, that yon do not so abuse the 
superiority of the relation, as by a perverse and 
excessively severe conduct, to provoke your chil- 
dren {(ou rath], lest they be discouraged from at- 
tempting to please you, when it shall seem to be 
.»•» hijj)05‘>iblo task \ and be rendered mifitto pass 


cor. ITT. IS. 
\yiVFS, Mibiiii* 
youiscl\cs un- 
to your ouii Jius< 
Ivmfls, .iH it is lit in 
till* f.orci. 


r.) Husbands, ]u\r. 
ijnur *wiv«s, aurl be 
not bittci .ij;aiiisr 
them. 


20 (.hildren, obey 
ynuT parents in ;ill 
thjiiffs : .for tins is 
well-plea‘$iu{' unto 
the 1.01 d. 


21 Fathers, provoke 
not your children to 
anf^o/, lest they be 
diseuuraifcd. 



Duties of mobsters and servants. 






’<v. 


in all lliiiiLTs uoh 
iiias'i I'* .»( roiiliii^ff to 
th*' Ik'^li , not wil 
<*\ <• : r, \ u'c, It', roc 


'J 1 Arid w li.it ‘•>- 
»*viT y< do, rlo It 
luMi'lily, :is t<» lUt-: 
1,01 < 1 , and not unto 
men : 


lltnnioh the vvorkl with aiivantago, when tlie.ir 
spirits have been so un reasonably broken iiruler 
an oppressive } oke in iht; earliest years ol’ lile. 

02 .'=?.!nants, obey \\; scrvauis, bt' subject in all 

‘ tliitv will pen'tnit, /o \ihcfn ^/^u/ a/ c,\ with )r- 
ju'ct 1o the j/csil [.•"'•///’] nius/ii ty ami v\1josc 
»- pioperly l.)ivino IVi^vuienCi' ‘las ^ullined you to 
b-d in Mil- ■ cjbev their eouunainls, and lake care 

t. ,u-ni^^ liuri: ilieir interest, not merely unffi cyc-sr rnur , r/v 

th^f^c who are solicitous only to be men-plra\t r.,., 
but 'ds in the siinplicitij of your hearty fur 
(iod, and therefore tor lus sakeattendin*^ to lb.* 
olhcesol tliat humble station heba.s been pleased 
to assi|jjn you; as those who rcnu’mber that his 
auiboiiiy enforces that of yoitr eartbly masten’s. 
Jnd whatsoevcj* xcork yc are: cmplujcd in^ pur- '.i 
sue it heartily and dili^^enlly, U'i tbendn paying a 
tribute of love and duty to the liOrd Jesus t’lin.sl 
himself, and not to men alone : Knvfeiiu^ that, in ’ 
•2 i. Know in;:, th.it tjjjj. yom* dili«ciice in yonr secular ca!l- 

1.0 reward of shall be accepted, With regard to the pnn- 
tlx; iniicntatiee: for ciple from wheiicc it proceeds, and that yon .duiil 
yo servo tho receive /vom the Lord Jesus C'hrist the gracious 
recompense ; not indeed an estate m this world, 
like that which your musters may value tliem- 
sclves upon, but, what is infinitely more import- 
aiiL, the possession of an eternal inherilanee 
abov(\ For ye herein serve the. Lord Christy 
who.se rewards are according to his own majesty, 
grace, and power, and not according to the 
'J.'» Hnt hi! iliatdo- mcanne.ss of our deserts. y/W, on the other - 
Li ?w7W/7’<u^.v to any, in one rcla- 

wh'i'di ho hiitu dumv' of life or another, shall receive according la 
and there j» no re- the injury that he hath donty and there is na 
'•pe.'t of persons. respcet oj persons ivith Cod. Nor .shall a (,’lu’is- 

' tiau servant be excu.sed because it is an heathen 

master he hath injured. 

IV. 1 . Masters, On the same principles, ye madir^ are t.o be i 
?jniV/hat 'iiTuoh T« charged, that yc- render luiftt [your\ 

iiKsi and iMjual , juslice and eyuitc ; even to linjse who 
knowing: that y<^ also are iiiost entirely in your power, and uiio iiave 
Mastoi »H no human appeal left, wfiatever wrongs they m.iy 
recede; knowing; that ye also hin e a Master m 
the heavenSy to whom y’on must give an account, 
whose power is irresistible, and who .seeing, a:J 
he docs, the whole of yonr conduct, will ano- 


bavf' a 
hij.iM 11 . 
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sect, thor clay bring you unto judgment, for every 
vn- relation you have sustained, and will not forget 
'your treatment of your very slaves. And that, 
on tfcv, ovhole, {ill these diflerent duties may be 
well dischiirged, and all these relations in life 
properly filled i}]}y perstvert' in fervt'nt and I'ar- 
nest prayer to (Jod, ivaf thing against negligence 
and indolence in ?/, and endeavouring to k(‘-ep 
un your hearts and your liopes, xcith a mixture 
of thanksgiving for those mercies which fou 
have airciady received in answer to former, peti- 
tions, or in which God has prevented you with 
the blessings of his goodness. And these arc 
0 Mirious and so important, that, in whatever 
circumstances you are, you will necessarily liave 
‘ici.use for praise. At the same time al>o^ in a 
j>{M*tieiilar manner be /or iLr\ that Hod 
mnij open to us a (/oor of utterance^ (coinpare 
1 (\»r. xvi. <);) that 1 may have an opportunity 
to speak of the gosped in general, and the right 
of the believing Gentiles to ail its privileges, 
c'ven (he mysfery of Christy for ivhich also I am 
in bonds; bonds, then most grievous to me,' 
when they prove an obstruction to thtit great l)n- 
siriess and jt»v of my life, the propagation of 
that sacred sciieme and system ol truths in which 
the glory of God and the happiness of men is 
iso higli-y concerned. And pray fhatj wlien 
these restraints shall be taken ofl’, 1 7na:/ wake 
it manifest as ! ought to speaks and may never 
be so terrified liy the ino.st formidable enemies 
or dangers, as in any degr^ r to suppress it. 

As for yomvelvc^s, in u'isdoni tn/iUrds 

them (hoi arc xcifimU the pale of the church, 
your heathen neighbours, and particularly ynur 
uiagisiratcs. doing notiiing to disgrace religion 
Ol tlnnreyc-SjOr unm ccssarily to exaspefatt?. them 
.-igainst you; redeeming the time; endeavouring 
10 employ it as usefully as you can, and to pro- 
tract Jour period of service as long as ma\ be, 
by prudently declining any dangers to which 
duty does not require you to expose yourselves. 


'2 Continue in pray- 
er, and WMteh in the 
with 


))ia\ iiis^ 
.iKo li th.it I. 'oil 

I op'Mi unto u.- 
ir ot* utlruiiiet*. 
f.ik tin; liiN'iti*- 
ot ( hriNt, foi 

whi(‘)i I am also in 
bon(l.s ; 


- I'ii.it I may infil.i; 

it riiniiiiiJht, lu 1 

ight to s^'e.ik. 


Walk in ni'dom 
towards them that arc 
w ithout, rcdceminij 
the time. 


Pntyinojnr /«.] Dr. Whitby jo-stly friends, should llp^cr >peak ol* the inter-* 
oL'S(t\*'s, that It is\ery rcmai kahle, that oessfon of llie Virfj.n M.iry, or of depart- 
1‘riul, v'mso oft( n and so ean csfly eii- ed saints or il believed il 

the iiitcrcLbsion of bis Christian duty to seek it. 
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I fit. V 11*1114 ipieil piety 
i cl it 111 ihi:> respect be so seasoned wiih tb(» Milt 
ol’heiiVL'nly wisdom, as may render it savonrv 
and edifyin;j:. In this view reriect upon 
and drciimstanees before you speak, thift ijjil 
mat) not utter any thing which would l)o ras:i 
and foolish, but may kno'd'^ how you uui^Iit to aii- 
:<:ce}‘ €z\ ry tmr who may (juesllon you aboiit , 
your religion and your eohduet, in a manner 
that may most clVectnally tend to your own s{ - 
ruriiy, and iQ^the edilkation of others. Con^ 
pare 1 Pet. iii. l.*^. 


lMrnOVK\!FNT. 

ITow hajipy will particular persems, fannli«‘s, and lari^er socie- 
tics be, if these apostolic maxims ho carofnlly pursued! While 
wives are submissive to their husbands, aud husbands aiTectionate 
to their wives; clnidren oh(‘dient to their parents, and parents 
tenderly oarclu! of their cliildren ; servants revering the roin- 
irinnds oi’ thoir masters, and conscientiously and constantly at- 
teniling to their interests; and masters concerned to maintain all 
opiity in thoir behaviour to those of their servants who are most*''- • 
('hiiioly in their power; remembering on all sides the account to 
be given to the Mipremo Master in heaven, and humbly looking**!. 
jor ilie rewaril of the inheritance. 

"I o engage a steady and uniform care in all these various du- 
tie.s, and to make us truly good in every relation of life, let us 
he daily drawing down grace from God, by continuing instant 
in prayer ; and, as our s))irits are so ready to grow cold and in- 
different in it, let us watch thereunto, lest by insensible degrees, 

\vf‘ grow iremiss in the pcrl’onnance, and from that remixsness 
conu’ entirely or frequently to neglect it. 

l.ei every mercy wc receive from God awaken onr thankful- 
nc^-.,,and animate our devotion; and let us not forget in our 
prayc’s tlitt ministers of Christ ; but ask for them tlu^sc assis-. 3 , v 
tanct'S irom on high which may enable them to open their mouth 
bold I V, iu dt:rlanhg tliat mysterious and important doctrine with 
whicii inov arc charged, and on which the salvation of immortal 
souls depends. 

•> .Uieays XK'ilh ] Dr. Soott thinks, p. ’28,;. I hare iriehulcd this in ihf • 
th*at the j.hrase H ■y«flm‘’significs cAcer/u/ r.iphrasc, hut cannot apprthrrul it "rf. 
anil an;a‘u/;/cf, not wtuniug and nielaii- chiefly dcai^ned. 
oholy. S;-o*Vi C'hrifciian, Life, Vol. !. 



278 Si risers them to Tychicusfor an account of himself. 

SEC T. To enforce, their labours as much as ])ossibIc', lot us add the* 
vii. innnence of a regular and amiable behaviour, condiioiing oiir- 
'•^'^^bel\vs with wisdom towards all, and particularly those who arc 
Vewe :>.stra«s;^rs to rtMi don ; and redeeming time, as those ihat know 
us infinite importance, because they see eternity connected with 
it. And that we may not, as is so freciuent, lo.^c* the? time we 
GsjK'nd in coiucrsation, let us seek more of the salt of Divine 
gract! ill t)ur hearts, to correct their innate corruption, and leant 
the hji^)py art of improving discourse weiJ, and of answering 
othcMsm such a manner, iliat, without dictating to thmn, we may 
gentiy Iviid iliem to the most useful reflections, and make oiir 
ii^ s. idve those of the righteous, a fountain of life unto them. 
(IVov. X. 11.) 


SECT. Vill. 

The apostle concludi's his epistle to (he Colossiivi'i xvhk rceoia., 
meadiyisf Tijchicus and Onesimus to them^ and inserts, various 
salutations^ and a solemn adnumition to Jrchippus, Col:- IV. 7, 
to the end. 


VIII. 


COLOSSIANS IV. 7. 

SECT. r; is now lime that I should draw towards the 

close of this epistle, which 1 will not enlarge 

'by insisting jiarticularly on the things which re- 
late to inti'self ; for Tychicusf^ a heUvtd brother^ 
and a faithjul deacon of your church, amlfeliew 
servant with me in the delightlul work of our 
common Lord^ will make them known to you by 
word of mouth, in a more particular manner 
than I can now convenieutly write of them. 
S 'rolum 1 intrust this epl'^tle, and to him 1 refer 
you for ail aceouut of n y present situation, 
Khoni 1 have now sent to you Jor this very pur- 
pose.^ that he map know your aj/iiirs, and when 
he i\*tiirn.^' to me agam, (as I hope he quickly 
will) 1 may know them also; and that he m 
the mean time 7nay comfort your hearts by his 
( hristian counsels and exhortations, as well as 
by the information he may bring you of what 
has passed here, and of the state of the churches 


cor. IV. 7 . 
tny state shall 

untiJ \ tniyidm :i hf- 
hrotlH r, and a 
faithful itiini!<tck-,aiid 
fellow servant in tlic 
l.«»rd : 


8 AVlioin I have 
sent iinio you lor the 
same purpose, that 
ho inii;.hi know your 
estate, and ooinfoit 
your hearts; 


* ’lyrliicus.] From compiriiig this 
verse with Jsph. vi. yi, 22 , where Tychi- 
cus 18 moutioued as sent by Taiil from 
Korne to Kpliesus, a city not very far 
fuim Colossc, ir may, I think (ay has 
oe»‘ii ahvady ohscived iu llie Introduc- 


ti<»n to this epistle, and in that to ti.< 
Kphesian.s,) he very probably inlVned, 
that these two epistUs, which oonfaiu 
many passa^jih ^^■ly lu-.uly rtsonihlm.: 
one another, tvei% ivriitcMi about the sanu 
time, and nii*’ht be s< ui to, 'tether. 



Be inserts salutatiohsfrom his friends at Rome. 3T9 


around, so far as I have been made ac(|uainted siar. . 
pWithOncsimus vvith it. -And with him comes One.^nuus^^ a vm. 
bIou 5 !'“'o'T^on'^"fi/"^ and Moved br^/ier, who is [owe] o/ vou, 
of you. 'ihcy i*iiali «i**d has rcsidod at liome some tiinc.,-,v:.v /.'t y jy. 9. 
injiitc known iint<. 74’/// able niorc particularly to inform you of 

you all tiin.K'S whx h heVC. 

10 Aristarchus my Anstarcfiiis^ oucc my companion ami tellovv- p) 
fcll..w pnsomr i>a- labourer at Kphesus, (Ads xix. ‘J9.) and now 
luicih \ ou,an(i Mar- ftllow-copl ivt for the Sake of the ijospe!, >•</- 

r.arnahah, (touching 111 “ic Lord; tf/zf/ John Mark^ who i> 

whom >c rcccn<<l sister's SOU to that gri‘at and (‘xcclleni apostle 
cominamlincMts; Barmhiis. concdniuw whom VC AzM-t* forincrlv 

Ik: tome unto you, ‘ 1 • . . i 11 * • 1 1 i‘ i 

!• ';ci\< him ) rereiieU instructions : he will (jiiickiy leave these 
parts ; I tlesirc therefore that, tj he caWis to 'you ^ 
ye would receive him \mV* all n\s^art and af- 
icction, as he is one who, whatever uniMUidfT- 
standing there might once iiavc btrn hdwton 
us, IS entitled to my smeer<‘st estcumiV (fern- 


pare Acts xv. And I am aKoto M nd you 1 [ 
11 AnJ JcMis, the habitation ot Jtsus^ who i$ ctiUed J 
which i*? calUtl Juh- d^st-rvi's the mnm‘, on account of his 

ciicmucMou. These and approved integrity. I tme tvhom I 
only me nuf tallow- hav(? named laht,if/?Y' the only persons, k/lq heniif 
wtuk-rs i.uio the (^' f/i(> ( ircinncision^ [hate heeiij/elloie-talrturers 

service of the kini^dom of (},d, 
coiiifoit unto me. and who hare been a comfort to vie under my 
sulfermgs in the defence of its interests, and 
I)een leady to concur with me in any endeavours 
for its advancement. 


Kpaphras, who is one of your own society, and 
is faithful '•'errant 0/ 

T.ujt of ciiiisi, <»alu- Christ, .‘fz/zz/tw y;;M, and is aheays stiixin^ and 
teth iou aiwiu's, la- ^^lYslling with Gud /or^yz?u in [/zz,*-! prm/ers, 
houniig (hat z/c ?7zz/w attain to the greatest improvements 

for you III prayfirs, 1 1 1 • * 1 

that ye may sumi and cviahlisliments in Christianity, and so stand 


(z»z/.»hnw?.] Tlii^ vcr^c m.nkcs it pro- 
habh*, that Ihih epistle, if 11 was not wiit- 
tou, was at least delivered after that to 
1’iiiii'iMon, apd that the admirable letter 
10 hi/ii produced its defied cfFect. Sec 
Ihclntroductimi to the Kphes-ans, p. Sil. 

My siiicerest esteem. J That, iiot- 
witl'staiidiivjf the breach mentioned in 
the text referred to, there Ind bet 11 an 
entire reconciliation hi tween Paul and 
Mark, farther appeals from 2 Titki. iv. 
11, and Piiilcm. vcr. ‘M-. 

' fvh h t’ttUrdJ’/siu^C] Mr. FJem 


iiig thinks that ^ood iii.iii chauned hi.; 
name from a principle ot cous<’icui c, ;i.s 
questioning at lea^t whether it wa*; law- 
ful to wear that which had hecii Diviiiclv 
appropiiattd 1c the jju I .Saviour wIik ii 
seciiis to ha\ been is owii o nio/i. 
Flem. Cliristol. Vcl. III. p. I'O-i. Put ( 
can seaive lliiuk he would lia\0 <\- 
eljanged it fur thatot .lu^tus, wliieh 
tber.. seems to l)o an olditional uanu* 
which the rc.speci of his friends had he 
'^toHcd upon him. 



J 280 .; . Ih direc/s his epistle to be read by the Laodicedns. 

siiCT. amidst all temptations and dangers, perfect and «ndr;'com- 

mnplelr in the xchok ivill of God^ and may re- 
tain tlie purity of the gospel, nnadii Iterated with 
iv, iV thos«-*L'basing mixtures which some are so eager 

13 to introdiiro. I am fully persuaded, that he is * bpafhim 

thus iiiintlful of you at the throne of grace; for ^ 

can orar icifness fo hun^ t/iat he has p rca t ihciuuuw .nv m 

teal for you, and J or all tho^c Christians tljat iindtiM iu 

are in your parts, and particularly in the neigh- 
bouring cities of Landicea and llicrapolis. 

1 j. Luke, the beloved physician,^ tv ho is descrv- tiu 

cdly dear to you and to im*, and to all om fel- 
low ('hristians, salutes you; and Demos like- 
wise, who hitherto continnes with nu\ 

1 5 Salute, in my name, the Christian brethren in i • 

Laodicea, and Nympbas, and the church that is ti > 
in his house: for 1 know thi*re are several * 

Christians, who cither reside in it, or meet for 
social worship theiv. 

15 yind, as 1 am desirous that rny wrilings dur- And wliun this 
ing my confinement may he as useful as possi- ^P*^^*^* «- 

ble to my Christian I'riends, I desire that uhen "hat'^u brn'ul aU 
this epistle is read publicly tdyou in your rcli- in Hio churoh •►f the 
gious assemblv, as (liaving inscribed it to the that 

whole society,) I am assured it will he, ytm 
cause if aho to be read to (he church 0 / the Lao- cia. 
diaans; ami lor that purpose take ftroper me- 
thods ler convey ing it immediately to them ; 
that so ijoii may also the more easily have an 
opportunity to ?wd Xhat which J have written 
to them, and which 1 doubt not but you ntay 
\mKi»cJrom iModiced; as. on your imparting 
this to them, they will see ii is liiy request that 
it may be commaBicated to you/. 


.lUO thi' Ijl 
!(l Nyr.i- 


* Lille the htiovid physn*an.'] iiorn 
^ompaiing tli«> wrlh \»ir. 1 1, where Paul 
w.iytf, he had no f<dl<iw-la!tuurer ol the 
circufttemm, but those wtipm be iiud iimn* 
ed, the lau* Lont'Barrington concludes, 
that Luke was a pmeiyte of the f^ale be- 
fore he was converted to (.'liiistianify. 
And I ill ink it may be fairly coiidwicd 
that ho was not a Jew. 

f HcoH Itiut from J^tulwen.] CoOimitiitf* 
tors are mucH divided as to tlfc mti-rpre- 
/ation of three words. 'I'hc arit‘.4;nts go. 
nriMlIy ihuufi^ht the rptstlc here referred 
to, was that to the Lph^siaus, which bc- 
' inscribed to tiio chief church in these 


parT% (diul, as .Vrchhjshop Wake, in his 
Preface to th«* Ajuihtolic Tat tier's, p, 9-i-, hy 
a much niorc niodrrn name, calls it the 
inetropolie,) might be oomniuiiica*ed to 
Uic Latidic'ca.'^is, and so to t^’Cv oloss)an.s. 
But there is no direction of this kind m 
iltat cp'Htle, and it wouidliave been mucli 
more nntiiial for Paul to have directed 
thc-ve ('<.loHKi;iiis to have sent to L!plnrsiis 
for an epistle inrcnhcd to that clmrcli. — 
'i'hrrc is no ground however to iniagine 
that it refers (as stimc thought) to an 
wpistle written by the apostle Paul from 
Luodieoa, where it is roubunable to con- 
clude, from Colosf. ii. l, that he had 




Sf. Paul coficlttdcs his epistle with , SSI ' 

I7'4iid say to Before I conclude, I must add one word by 
niim!*fryl pJirticular caution and exhortation to one 

thrtu hast re- person among you, whose character is of great 
ceived of the Loid, public importance. iShythercfore/^i^/uAt/r- 

ihat ihou fMiiiiit. in my name and in your own, take heed 

to the ministry^ rthich ihoa hast received in the 
name and by tJie authority of the Ijord Jesus 
Cdirii-kt, that thou fulfil it with diligtmce and 
c.irc; for the consequence of neglecting this 
liigh and holy office, after having so solemnly 
undertaken it will be iniinitely dangerous and 
fatal. 

Ti..;,i.iii!t:ition ''I’lius far 1 have used the pen of a friend; but IS 
^,7 now I adil the salutation of [me] Pauly written 

h.iii . ii-'it/i mine own fiandy as a token or the genn- 

\*>u Aiiun inL‘(K*ss of the epistle. Remember my bondsy 

and hear me ujion your heart with that alfoction 
which YOU <uve to an apostle, and to one who 
is now a confessor for the truth he hath preached. 

(rCUie [be] icith you from Christ, the fountain 
of it. * xlmen, Yiiu have iny repeated and most 
aUcctionate prayers for it, and may the (rod of 
grace and peace* confirm it by his itiost effica- 
cious Amen. 


hrfMi ; uor ran I tliitik it likelj', 
tli.it It in* aii'H an <// tl< unlicn to him 
Hon tin- i/if/nli of J ao/ltrcn, uhirli the 
.«))•)'< 1(* uould iM)l liaM'ordeicd m> br read 
nuhl (^v Ml the <-hmch in tln-iainr inan- 
iirr with Ills own rpi‘>tl(’. — fJtlieis have 
inufii more [M-o'ial.ls sujjposcd, that it 
v\ as an «ritt.-n to the Ijwdtic.tn^, 

by SI. ISiiil, ihou-ii th'* ejustlf ext.'iiit 
liiidcr Uiai n.mic y^ulnrli nu\ he .setai in 
I'ahi iciu^., ( Oil. .\p.)«T. V’ol, VII. p. 8'7'3,) 
Ijas n »lh!ng so ti-niai k.iolc in ii'» contents 
as to make it at all la’ijiilsitc for this 
cliLirrh to send for it ; and 'inleed has not 
any ol the sp'.rii and ll.nn- of the apostle 
P.iiil, or any thiii': vuirihv of him hut 
wh.it 's borrowed from his other opi-tics, 
th niuh !i bo. c\rn sli.>rler than that to 
J’ iliMiioii \\<' mav r.illier rmicludi; it 
to be niiU' lost, for all the epi.sihs which 
the aj'oMics \ or w rote arc* not prest rved, 
anv more than .ill the tt'si-f/i and uctmnsnf 
oiir Lie cd l.oid. (Coinpan* .lohn xx. 
.30, and v\i. 2.). I — If thi» he not alioW(^l, 
we must nfer if las above ) toth^epis*. 
tlr to the I’.phrsians which miglp be tn- 
tc^iddl as some tliink, to be communi- 
catjsl a*, a ciicular t Juste and a copy of 
it erdcred to Ir* lo bao'lioca, from 


whence, as it lay nearer to them, the Co- 
lossians might moie easily obtain it than 
fnuD Ephesus. This has the rather bocn 
supposed, as the epistle to the l-.phcsiaiis 
is the only one i>f all Paul’s cpiatles that 
has nothing in it peculiarly adapted to 
the state of that church to which it is di- 
roetccl, but has much of common con* 
cciniucnt to all Chribtianv, e^pcciaIly to 
the Ccniile converts. And m this case 
ir IS no wonder the aposile should make 
siicli a reference, as ihere is so great a 
n - 1 ‘inblancc between this epistle lo the 
(''.lo'•^lan^ and that to the I'plic&ians, and 
as fo nniiN of ti,e sentiments only sug- 
gested here arc more larccly illustrated 
there. Compare Col. i 2d, writh I'pii. lii. 
9; Col. ii. 13, with Eph. ii. 1, &c. Col. iii. 
11, with I’-jih. i. 10, &,c. Col. iii. *18, 19, 
with K]>h. r. 22 — 33, and the like. 

P Sc,y to Aiciiippus,] 'Ml is seems an in- 
liiimtion that Archippus, wlioever ho 
was not .•iO diho^c'it and uctive in thn 
prosecution of his inwhtru as could have 
been wished. Hut that his fault vra'i, cn- 
timgltng himsedf w ith Jewish disputatioiitf, 
as sonic have .supposed, is so far from 
being evident, th.it I stte notUi.ijj lonriake 
it at all proHab’e. 



989 on the zeal of Epaphrasfor the Cobssian^ 

IMPIUU'KMF.NT. 

SECT. 'I’lji' rricridly disposition ot St. Paul fails not to shew itself 
the cfese, as well as entrance of every epistle, and indeed runs 
ad tlj<^ part^ of each. It cannot but give some pleasure 
to the pious reader, to whom the memory of such a servant of 
Christ will always be precious, to find that there were sonic even 
of the (’ir( unici.sion that were comforts to him in his affliction ; 
\>r. 11. well as iliat John Mark, the nephew of Barnabas, was so tho- 
lOnjughlv reconciled, and made one of his most agreeable and use- 
ful friends; though there was a time when Paul tljonght it in- 
consistent until prudence and ilniy to a<lmit him as a eoinpanion. 
• Jle.tlnit reprooeth a man aUtrwardft find more Javoyr than, 
he who fiattercth with the tonp^ue. (Prov. xxviii. t?!].) And if the 
faithfulness of plain rebukes may be tlu* means of i\‘cov(‘r.ng m^r 
brethren to a sense of their duty, they will no <lonl)t In* .scnsildc 
of the obligation, and it will add firmness and endt^arui' ni to fu- 
ture friendship. 

AVhen Kpaphras was at adistance from liisS hrethn'n at 
I -lie was not only praying for them, but, as the word siL*riilies, 
wrcstlinp with (iod in his prayers on their aranuif ; an impor- 
tant (Widenceof his ( lirisiian alfectioii for them. And how well 
were his petitions chosen ! 'Oiat they might not only be sin- 
cerely good, as they already wore, but piTfi'ct and complete in 
all the will of God ; that tlicro might b(‘- in their hearts and ac- 
tions a more entire confornnty to it. May that lie onr character 
and happiness to have re.spcct lo all. God’s commandmiMits, and 
to carry onr regards to them as far as we possibly (*an. 

Coinmemlable, and perfectly consistent with the strictest mo- 
l^desty, wiJs the. coikxmti which the apostle expresses, that his epis- 
tles mi';litbe dilfiised as far as possible, and that Christians indif- 
ferent societies miglit rcce n’o the benefit of them. And indeed 
tlicv turn so mueh upon matters of universal iin|)ortance, that 
liu y nr<i admirabb calculated for the eduication of those who 
mav live in the most rlistaiv *ounlries and ar.es. Surely there 
cannot be a .nore sar riU'gious attempt upon C’iiristian liberty and 
piety than to take them awaj from the common people, to whom 
Paul (‘xjiressly ordered they should be ptdilicly read: nor can 
there lie greater madness than to pretend to guard ■men from 
error and lieresy, by concealing from Uiem wTitings w hieli tlie 
[Toly Spirit himself suggested, to lead them to truth atul holiness. 
17 \Vc kiiowMiot what there imglit be so parlienlar in the cha- 
racter or circumstances of AtChippus as to require tlie solemn 
admonition with which the epistle closes. But, whatever the oc- 
casion of it were, it certainly suggests a most useful and impor- 
tant thought to all the ministers of the go:>pel. It is of the l.ord 



r. aMihe a^stys admmiii<mio Archip^,' . " 'S83 

Jesus Christ that they receive their ministry; to him they arc »r.cT, 
quickly to render a strict account of it. May they all therefore 
take heed to it! May they be sensible of the importance of the''"*'’^^ 
trust, and liave grace to be faitliful in it ; that they may g»ve up 
their account with the joy of that steward, who, having approved 
his (idcTity on earth, sliall receive his reward in heaven. Amen! 


hi- i-M.> OF TllK FAMILY EXPOSITOR ON THE EPISTLE 
TO THE COLOSSIANS. 




rm-: 

FAMILY KXPOSITOIL 

O 11^ 

A PARAPHRASE 

ON Tlir. 

riJJST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 

TO THE 

TTTESSALONIANS; 

WITH CRITICAL NOTES, 

AM> PRACilcAL IMPROVEMENT OP J’Af.H Sr.('TlL>\. 


VOE. V 




GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


PARAPHRASE AND NOl'ES 


1-lRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. 


T his Cj)istlc is addressed to the inhabitants of 'Fhes- 
salonica, a lar^e populous city, the luetrojiolis of 
Macedonia. It stood upon the Thermaian bay, which 
was part of llu; yEgeau sea, and was so called from 
'rhenna>, tlie ancient uaiue of the city. 

It appears from the hi.story of the Acts (chap. xvii. 1,) 
that the Christian religion was planted here by Paul 
and Silas, soon after they left Philippi, where they had 
met wit It snclt unworthy treatment. (Compare Acts 
xvi. 2 I, with 1 Thess. ii. 2.) At their first (‘ntrance,’ 
they prciichcd with so much success, that great num- 
bers of the Gentiles, and some of the Jews, who were 
settl(*d in that city, embraced the gospel with the ut- 
most readiness. (Compare 1 Thess. i. 5, 9 ) But the 
unbelieving Jews, animated by the same inveterate 
s|)irit with their brethren in Judea, stirred up the ido- 
latrous inhabitants against the apostle and his Cliris- 
tiaii friends, and in a riotous manner assaulted the 
house where some of them were assembled; bnl, not 
fiiuling Paul and Silas, as they expected, they (‘arricxl 
Jason and some others of the brethren before tlu' ma- 
gistrate, who took security for their good behaviour, 
and then ilismissed them. In tiic mean while, t!ie 
apostle and his companion having been conevah'd by 
titeir fricmls till the storm was a little abated, v.crt; • 
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A Generdt Introduction 


bbUged to leave them abruptly, anil go in the night to 
Ih'ica : uhir(’ for some lime they nu't uith a very fa- 
vourable reception j but were soon disturbed by the 
malieo, of these restless enemies nho pursued them 
tloilu Ti ami the apostle had <mce more the niortifica- 
tion to leave a place that seemed to promise so rich a 
h.*.\est. Acts XVII. 1 — Ik 

[bit tlu' opi)osition which these bigots ma<le to the 
gospel, and which they continilcd after the apostle’,-, 
tlenarlure, (1 Thess. ii. 14,) was not sidficient to shake 
the t'aith of the new couvi'rts; who, as appears from 
thrs epistle, (chap. i. .3 — iO; ii. ],!3, 14,) ihstinguished 
theiiisi'lvrs above all the other ehurehos for the /eal 
ami con.stancv with which they adhered to the C'liris- 
tian cause, and the honourable character they inaiu- 
taiiicd. No wonder thc'i’clbre the' aposth^ should ('x- 
press in such strong terms Ins esteem and all’eetion ibr 
tliem, atid the satisfaction it ga\c him to see such liap- 
py iVuit.s of his labours. 

It cannot be certainly determine<! from the history, 
what stay tlu- apostle nuule at Thessaloihea. Some liave 
imagined, from Acts xvii. 'J, that he was ihere only 
three wi-eks : but as it appears that, during lies abode in 
that city, Jio not only wrought with his ow n hands to 
procure a subsistence, (1 Thess. ii. 9; ii riiess. iii. 8,) 
but al.-.o received suprilies more than one<'from Philippi, 
(eoinpare Phil. iv. Ifi,) it is much mori* probable lliat, 
alK r iho .lews had discovered such an iiiYineihle pre- 
jadiee against the go .pel, he desisted from disputing or 
teaching in their synagogues after tin.' third sabliath, 
and then preached for some tinit among the (Jentiles, 
before be was driven out of the city. See Vol. 111. § 
i30 note Oy p. 249. 

However, as it is certain Iiis stay .vas not very eonsi- 
dcral>le, ani^'as he had left his Chi i-.tian fric'nds ihcrc in 
,so mil h distre.ss, on his as well as their own account, 
he sent Timothy' to them from Athens, (for which phu t 
he had sa-h-d immediately iip-on Ins leaving Perea to 
c<)i.ti”m fh 'tn in tin ir attachment to the ;rosp( , and 
oomfoit them under tiieir eoneern for Ins sulTerings. 
(Cliap. iii. I — 5.) Timothy, at his return, found th^' 
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apostle at Corinth, (Acts xviii. 5.) where he continued 
near two years; (Acts xviii. 1 1.) from win nee it ljas>>e- 
ncriilly hceii concluded, and willi great rciisun, ih^^t tins 
epistle, in which he tiikes sucl» particular notice of the 
agrccahle account he ha«l received oi lltcir character 
/rom 'I'iinothy, (chap. iii. 6.) was wrote from tluaice, not 
long after his arrival; (conipare chap. ii. 17 ) which v\dl 
ifi.v the date of it about the year of our I.oid ;y>, or the 
ith of the cinj)eror Claudius. See \'^ol. ill. § 41, 
lote I ami'', p. 2/0, 271. 

rile apostle’s <lesieu iti this epistle is, in gem re.l, to 
« oulirm the 'i'liessaloniaus in their ailheicnee to the 
Christian laith, and to engaged tlicm from the sniir, iiij;S 

thev hail altx'adv cndiiied in that eanse, and the e 

* 

or<hnary character tiiey had hillicrto iii nii’ai ic.!, to 
make still grcati'r advances in religion, ami ia conic v ct 
more eminent in every branch of the Cliri,-.tian temper. 

In |>iirsuanc<‘ of this design, having, in th' uisi rip- 
tioii of tile opi.^-th', joined Timothy and Syivanns (or 
Silas, wlio had a>sisted him in establishing tie' clench 
at I'lK'ssalomca) with himself, the aposth* exoros.-e- his 
great satisfaction in-thc sincerity with which tiu’ I las- 
Vcihiniaii' embraced the gos[iel when it. wa>. l’;r.-.t ) lea h- 
<‘d to ihi'in, and in die exemplary cliarac tcT tln'y had 
since maintaineil ; to which he assilre^ ihc'in all litc 
('hiiielics boro an lionourahle testimony, and by winrli 
they liud gready advanced the credit of their C'iiri t ,.:n 
jji'olcs.sion. Chap. i. throughout. 

And, in order to prc.serve liis inflm'iice with them, ai d 
eun.'.i ■Cjiiently to add the greater wi iglit to his aiiui'/i..- 
tioii'-, lie rt'iniiuls tlK’in of the courage and liih lily witn 
which he had preaehe<l the gospel at his first eiiiiaiice 
aniolcj tliem, m spite ol all the dang< r to wh.rl. I. is 
al (•xj'(!''(d h:m ; and appeals to the m for he cm .v~ 
ccptionable and dis.iiterc.'.ted nunmer in whi. li I'C laid 
briiaved tow aids them while he, continm d la u, ;.,.d 
the tender alleel loiiale eoneeriV.,he had always -h-. un 
for their rt'ligioiis interests; chap. li. 1 — 12 — tc re- 
ih'etioii upon the [tains he had taken with tii<‘ni, i.a n- 
rallv led liim to acknowledge, with tlm utmoat ihank- 
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fiiliiohs, tilo lia|)))y success that hail attended his la- 
bours, in their conversion to the Christian faith, which 
they 9 i)cnly and courageously professed, notwitlistand- 
ing all the difiiculties and dangers they were obliged to 
encounter. lie observes to them, that he himself, and 
his fellou-Christians in Judea, ha<l met witii the same 
ill-treatment from the perverseness of their own coun- 
trymen, uho opposed his preaching the gospel to the 
Ciciitilcs; and assures them, that though he had, by the 
malice of his cnemi('s, been unwillingly detained I’rom 
them longer than he intemh-d, he felt tlu' same warmth 
o)' ali’cetiotj for (hem, and njoierd in them as his glory 
and his crown; vcr. l.i, to th<? end. 

As a farther proof of ins regard, the apf)stle informs 
them, that wh< n he came to Athens, he was so much 
eoiK'crncd, lest, being discouraged by his sufferings, 
they shotihl be tt'mpted to cast olV tbeir profession, that 
lie ernild not forbear sending I'lmothy to comfort and 
.'trengthen them; and expresses in very strong terms 
the sensible pleasure be felt, in the midst of all liis af- 
dictions, from the agreeable account bo received of 
their faith and lo\e; to which he adds, that he was 
• ontinuall}'' praying for their farther establishment in 
leligion, and for an opportunity of making tlicin ano- 
ther visit, in order to promote tlieir c'difieation, wdiieh 
Jay so near his heart. Chap. iii. throughout. 

I’h'- apostle*, having thus given th« Thessalonians a 
stidicieut testimony ot his sincere regard, proceeds to 
renew the practical exhortations lie had given them in 
the name of Christ, whi!"* he continued with them; rc- 
e:ommeni!ing, in particular, chastity, in opposition to 
all kinds of nncleaune.ss for which the idolatrous (jlen- 
tilcs were so notorious; justice, in ojiposition to all 
maimer of fraud and dishonesty; eha -ity, in which ho 
acknowledges they already excelled; and a diligent ap- 
plication to their proper business. Joined with a pru- 
dent behaviour tow'avfdis ;, their lic'alhcn neighbours. 

Chap. iv. 1 — 12. In order to comfort them under the 

loss of some of their Christian friends, of whoso death 
it is probable the Ufiostle might bavi; heard by Timothy, 
he assures them, that those who were fallen asleep in 
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.7esus should be raised again at the last day, and, to- 
gether with those that remained alive, should be caught 
up to meet their Lord, and share his triumph, ver. 13, 
to the end. And, having thus laid a solid founda- 

tion on which to build their hope, he takes occasion to 
press upon them the necessity of pre})aring for so aw- 
ful an event, that it might not take them unawares; 
and represents tlie peculiar obligations they were un- 
Ider to sobriety and watchfulness, from the superior liglit 
pud knowledge they enjoyed, and the hopes they were 
'^tauglit to entertain from the death and resurrection of 
(7irist. Chap, v, 1 — 11. 

Tile apostle, in the conclusion of his epistle, recom- 
mends to them a respectful behaviour to their ministers, 
and lays down some directions for their conduct towards 
persons of dill'erent tempers and characters in the 
church, adding other practical precepts of a more ge- 
neral nature ; and, having olfered up a solemn petition 
for their fartlicr a<lvanccment and stedfastucss in reli- 
gion, Ik; clu.ses uith his usual benediction, \er. Vi, to 
tlio cjkI of tlie epistle. 

From tliis analysis of the epistle, the readier cannot 
but liavc observed, what a paternal atfectiou and con- 
cern the apostle discovers for these new converts : and 
it is remarkable, with how much address he improves 
all tluit inlluencc winch his zeal and fidelity iu-tiicii 
.service must naturally give him, to inculcate upon them 
the pri'cepts of the gosjicl, and persuadt- them to act 
agreeably to their sacred character. This was the 
grand point he kept always in view ; and to Which 
every thing else was made subservient. Nothing ap- 
jiears, in any part of his writings, like a design to 
establish his own reputation, or to make use of his as- 
ceudenc'y over his Christian friends, to answer any se- 
cular purposes of his own : on the contrary, in this, and 
in his other epistles, he discovers a most generous dis- 
interested regard for their welfar^ expressly disclaiming 
all authority over their conscietices, and appealing to 
them that he had chose to maintain liimself by the la- 
bour of his own hands, rather than prove burdensome 
to iJio churches, or give the lea^t colour for a suspi- 
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cion, that, under pn loncc of zeal for the gospel, and 
concern for their impn)vemcnt, he '.vas carrying on any 
private' sinister views. 

discovery of so excellent a temper, as it tends 
greatly to raise our idea of the apostle, so it must be al- 
lou('d to carry witli it a strong pre.sumptive argument 
in favour of the doctrines lie taught, and coivscquently 
of the truth of Christiauity itself; for he evidently ap- 
pears to have been governed hy the very same priu- 
oijdcs he recommends to otiicrs, and, by their in-* 
ilnonco, to have been raised above all regard to his 
temporal int<'rest#, and every motive that could contc 
in competition with the honour of God, and the ad- 
vam ement of religion in the world. And iiulot'd who- 
ever reads over St. Paul’s epistles with attention, and 
enters into the spirit with which they were wrote, will 
discern such intrinsic characters in their genuineness, 
an<l the Divine authority of the doctrines they contain, 
as will perhaps produce in him a stronger conviction 
than all the external evidence with wliich they arc at- 
tended. To which we may add, that the exact coin- 
cidence, observable between the many allusions to 
parti(‘ular facts, in thi.s as well as in other epistie.s, and 
the account of the facts themselves, as they arc re- 
corded in the history of the Acts, is a remarkable con- 
firmation of tlic truth of each. Compare vol. III. § 39- 
note ix, p. ^49. 



PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON THE 


FIRST FPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOS'ILi: 
ro THE THESSALONIANS. 


SECT. 1. 


The apostle Paul, after the usual salutations, c vprcsses his joy in 
the character of the Thessalonians to whom he wro'e, and in 
the credit they did to their Christian profession, a behaviour 
so leortliy of it. 1 Thcss. I. 1, throughout. 


1 IHIISS. L 1, 
l>ALi'., aiidS>lva- 
niis, uiitl Tinio- 
(into the 
chiircli of the Tl’fs- 
salunians, "xheh i in 
<4od (iio FatJter, n«l 
nt the Eurti Jc ■ 
Thriit ; Grace /«' un- 
to yon, and |h', 
tromGodoiir r.illj r, 
and tiie J.ord J(*siis 
( iiribt. 


W»' giw thanks 


1 THESSALONIANS, I. 1. 

pAUL and Sylvamis, otherwise called Silas, sect. 

and Timothy j all well known as the servants t. 
and ministers of’ C’lirist, join in this address /o 
the beloved and happy churchy winch he by his^ 
grace liath lately founded among you of the 
Thcssalo?tia?iSj who liave now the honour to 
stand in an intimate and dear rclaiion to God, 

(he Father of all true Believers, and to (he Lord 
Jans Christ, our common and adorable Saviour. 

And wc all most sincerely wish grarr and peace 
iniio you, in cbe richest abundance , God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We think ourselves obliged to give thanks to 2 



'29^4‘’ St. Paul blesses God for the readiness ivith tckick 


SECT, .{iod ah'injs with orui accord all^viakitig 

<• continual of you in our iW\\y prayers. 

Incessantly remembering in every address to 
i Thess.j;!^^ Divine throne yonrwork of faithy the readi- 
ness wuh which you embraced the gospel of 
Christ ; the vigour with which you declared 
your de|)endence upon it; amly in coiisecjuencc 
of that dependence, your labour of bwCy the 
charitable and affectionate zeal with which you 
embarked in the interests of liis persecuted ser- 
vants : and ^ owx patience in result of that bles- 
sed Ihipe wbicb was brought unto yon by the 
gosptd and grace di onr Lord Jesus Christy and 
sol minly professed before Gody even our FiiihcVy 
who will not suffer the graces which lie hath 
wrought in you liy his blessed Spirit to fail of 
their proper rewards.'^ 

4 And this wo write with all freedom and en- 
dearment, kncfwingy brhved hretlireny your par- 
ticipation in the election of Gody and fully |)cr- 
suaded that you arc in tlic miiuber of those 
whom he will finally own as his chosen people, 
for whom liefore the foundation of the world he 
had prpparcd a kingdom. Of which, blessed bii 
his name, we have the most important and sa- 
tisfactory evidence; because our gospel y lliat is, 
the gospel which we preach, and which was so- 
lemnly committed to our charge, came not to 
you in icord onli/y so as to be a mere empty 
sound, or to convey only amusing ideas to your 
mind, but also in poiccr, so as to make very tleep 
and p* w'CM’ful impressions on your hearts; and 
indetul such impressions as coiilil only be the 
result of its coming to you in the povviT oi the 
Holy Gho^ty whose miraculous and gracious in- 
fluence concurred to add force to it. ^.-Lid then 
it is no wonder that it came in mtichasii,uranc€y 
so that you could not possibly doubt of its truth, 
when you thus saw its evidence, and felt its effi- 
cacy. And its success was fartlier pi omot(»d by 
the good example wdiich wc who preached it 
were enabled to give ; as you Kell knoic, and I am 
confident, will never forget, what manner of per- 
sons we were among yoUy what vigour and zeal w'c 


to (lod always for 
you all, making 
nioiiti(*n of you in 
our prayers. 

3 Itnncinbering 
without ciusiiigyour 
work of faith, aiui 
labour of love, and 
paticno<' o< hope in 
our l.ord Jesus 
Chiist, 111 the sjgiit 
of (iod, and our l a- 
IhtT 1 


4 Knowing', Uie 
tiou of Ood. 


;> I' 
came 
Jti wo 
also I 
m tlu 

.Hid II 

aiice ; 


oppe! 
iiiilu you 
onlv 


ly (dioM, 
ell .i‘'siii- 
j . know 
wiuit maiiiu I' ol ui« u 
wc Ui'n* iiuiom^ \ ou 
foi yoMi sake. 


» H’ork of faiihy labour of luvry and pa~ patient twpey aud iiii^ht very properly 
iience of' hope.] All these are plainly He- have been so translated, 
biai^nis for acLu'. faith ylabut uui /av.-, aud 



the Tfiessabnians received the gospel. 




exerted for your conversion, and how we con- sEct, 
ducted ourselves in the whole of our behaviour, - 


with respect to you, and all around us, as well as'^ 
with what fortitude we faced all the piTsecu-*^ 
lions we were called to encounter /or your sakes. 

(. And yo became A)ui tho hap|)y conscquencc of all was, that you 6 
of u'e Vorli imitaiora of us j and I bless God I may 

recfiud Uu'\ord wi add therein (f the Lord Jesus (*hrist too, both 
niuib.uiiicr utii in the holiness of your lives, and in the courajro 
patience with which you endured ihosesuf- 
- . ' “ " ■ terings which lay in the way of your duty ; At/r- 

/ ingrreeked thtirordin much affliction j from 

tlic rage and fury of your unreasonable enemies, 
and yet with joy of the Holy Ghost ; rejoicing, 
under his powerful inlluences, in the reception 
of that holy religion to which you were so early 
called to make such great and important sacri- 
T So that wore fiecs. io that indeed ye sooti became eminent? 

that churches of Christ, and evuviples to all 

Ilia uiul Aciiaia. ^he bdlicvers in Macedonia^ and in the more dis- 
tant province of Jehaia^ where the Corinthian 
converts, famous as they soon were, (1 Cor. i. 7 ,) 
lieard of your religious character with pleasure 
8 I'or iioFii and emulation. For from you the uwd of thc^* 
sounded mit Lovdfsounded forth^dwA you wen* eager, by vour 

not only III Macedo mcsscngers, to spread the jojiul lulings ot the 
iii.i and Ai'iiaia, but gospel, not Only in your own borders of jJ/z/a- 
iiUn in i y< ly piiuc jn Jchaia. with which you had an easy 

\ oiM laiUi to 1 i A 1 i 11 i” 

ward IS uprrad Correspondence, but also wherever rrovidcnce 
abioaii. VI that wu gave you any access; so that, in every remoter 
iicoti uMi lo 55pi;ak the fame and cfiect oi yohv faith toward 

God and the Lord Jcous Christ came in such a 
degree as made it almost unnecessary jor us par- 
ticularly to recount any thing ol‘ \onr conver- 
p I'oi tiiry tiinp- sion, or progress in the truth. For they than-'’" 

rilr.nlm,c.- of on: among whom wo oumo, it to 

wrinj; in uv bad uii- Concerning you, and make it the siihjeet ot their 
to \on, and iiovi ye pleasing coiivcrsatiou .with uSy and with one ano- 
uiiind fo (^ud iioin ^ wonderful kind of entrance u^efhad 

among you ^ in our first visit, and what a recep- 
tion you gave us; that is, how ye turned to God 
from those contemptible idols^ in tlic worship ol 
* * 

tfi Mact'iLmiu and Athaia.\ The we have shewn in the Intrudurtiftn, p 
ipostlo iiicnnotis tbev' parts us lie h.%d CS7,) lie wrote this Coinpan. 
rusibcoti tiaveiling tlnoni^h tlieui, before Ads xmi. 14, 15 j .win. 1. 
tic came to Corinth, tioin whence (as 
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SECT. vvIj'k ji y> bvf'ii eclucatiul, witli a finn rcso- i**‘**''> serve the 
'■ luiif'n iil. ail ovcnisi to senr the living and tnic 
(ioJ. '\itli tiiai diligenc(3 and ztiul vvljicli liisscr- 
l T**fn^’ vif c jn'.iiv dcuiands. ^hid yon i’oinul yonr- 
■; ■ • s.-hc, .!,sp<..c-d, by your grovvii.o knowldg*.- of 

linn, fo lay asido all iminodcirato attacniucnts to tiie d. -.ul, r.m Jimk 
tlic inUM’c.sts ami ccaici'nis of this prosent liio, (lehvMid sis 

llial, ilh Hx(‘d I'ailh, and cheerful expectation, 

' \e nil :x\tft Jor the tniniipniint commg ut nis 

Son Jro:}! iietnrn ; of that illu.'.trions Hon, whom, 
r * a.s a proof of Ins Divine inis'^ion and designation 
to the I'riice of univorsiil Judge, he hath raided 
from ilfcdtad, and now exalted to his own right- 
• hand; [eif//] JeaU''', the long expected and ever 
to 1)1 ‘ adored Sa\'ioiir, who iwscuca tin from the 
Width which is a->sinedly to come upi)n all im- 
penitent sinners, and iDukesus, in eonseijnence of 
our faith in him, not only sale from that llamiiig 
ruin, hut secure of p*ossessing an happiiie.^s com- 
; ^ ^ pletc and eternal. 

IMPKuVI MI NT. 

Verse \Y[ lime a comi)endions view of the (Christian c iiaiMetei, 
9jt 

is to tnni from idols, from every tiling* which we ha^e loved 
and esteemed, Irom every thing which we ha\e pnr:ued and 
trusted hi an irregular degree, to senr the and (rue (ied ; 

under a n'Al sense of his mhnilc pcriections and gloi u's. k is 
lOtnr.nng al^o to Jesus, his Son, as *S(nin^ us from the xerath to 
CO. nr: lromad(‘ep conviction of our being jn^'tly exposed to 
wrath i\’v onr tran.sgrcssions against God, to sei-k rest lie and re- 
fuge iis dclivci ns from it, b\ Ins atonement tU)(l 

gracf , a'.d, cf.inplciing tha; didiverance by Alrnighlv power, in 
tiie day oi hi., (nial triumph. It is to loi-k and wail wi.tli unshaken 
faith a. id with holy Joy for Jesus the. S,.n of (iod ft ovi heaven ; 
ke.er/nig lb'' ; \ c of ou’ souls .lahitiudly flnveted towards him, Uio 
.loins ol oui .liiiul continualiy girded up, and our.-»c‘!\ e.'i as sei\aiils 
kIw wolx f r their L('rd\s comiuL:. In ihe mean time, may we 
main Hi in the r» •()/’/■ and /V/Z/ctf/’ oh lox-e, w\vA patienc of 

hope ill our Lord Jesus Clirht, in the sip' hi oj (Lid, 'tui. cur 
F((ih( r. 

f’ it this he the ellect of our rcceiMug tlic gospel, it wiilmi- 

tkmtly prove that it is come tons, not only in wool, Imi -o 
- 4, 5 power, and in the Holy Ghost; and it may give us abundani as- 
surance of our interest in Godi and cause, us by tin haypiv 
' tokens to know our election of him. W hatever aftiictions may 
in that case be allotted to us, while we hereby become follow- 
ers of the apostles and of (.’hrist, wo may rejoice in the l,ord. 
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St. Paul preached the gospel among them xvith boldness. S97 

The ministi'rs of Christ will rejoice in such an entrance a^nong sect, 
their people, as shall produce lliese hlesserl consequences, and t. 
the word oF God will be sounded forth with the i»Trat(*st 
vantage by those who arc pleading for its truth, cflicacy, and^'*'*^® * 
inipcmaiice, by tliis silent but poivcrfiil elocjucncc. M«y' this" 
.character he every where more prevalent among those that^ 
c,all thcms('lv('s ('hristians, and u\i\y urncr and pence fro }n (Vot/ I 
oii)' Fnl/icry and from the LurdJa^u.'i Christ, he leilh all in wiioiii » " 

it is found. 

« 

\ SECT. If. 

n'hc apostle leads the Thc^sal nians to rcjiccl anon the in'irnhr in 
hhich ht' and- hi^ hvet hren-in the Christiiui hiivistrtj Ihiumd 
anionpt them ichfu theij visited them at fu ^t. and (aid tlu foun- 
dation of ' a church in their citji/. 1 'I'liess. IL I — 1l\ 


1 I 111 II 1 . 
’J.’ui; yuwjsi'hc^', 
lu<‘llirc?i, kii'iu' 
nil' cijti.uii'K ill unto 

DU, tl'.it VNa.'i llDl 
tl' \ Mil. 


r.ut <\Mi Jil’ti r 

' ii.i: v.i' had Miiici t'll 

In and w<’i! 

diaiJuiully nitR.it- 
. d, ds \ know , at, 
j*liili])]ji, wr 
bold Hi our Ood tif 
'jM*ak \o\i the 

v,o |ioi ^.il' (Jod wjlli 
yjucli coulciUioti 


i rilhsS VLON'IANS 11 . 1 . 

J I [A VI' lu'on UK ntioiiing tia* eiicoiiragcnu'itt 
our minislry among } oil (Ir i met witli, and 
the blessed (.dfeew th.it attended it. I'nt 1 need 
not insist inorti larg(‘ly upon them, /or ije uoar' 
Stives /cno:i\ my brethren, and I am |)ersuaded 
yon can nevm' forget, the entrance that zee had 
unfo f/on; with wiiat denionstrat ion of Divine 
agency it* and by it was attendi'd, and what 
apoui rfiii eifect it bad ni)on your iniiul^, so 
that it was not in vain. It was not a trim dent 
and trilling amuse nient, but soK'inn in itself, and 
aitendi d with important consequences aiu! iT- 
feels, wliiehwill be everlasting. Jynt il:e re-: 
cullei tion is .so delightful to ii)\ mind, tlie.t you 
must pi'rmit me, known as it hsid hack my 
own thmights to the review, and to remind \()u, 
how y even zvhen ree had ju^i before sn/l'crcd tlie 
greatest indignities, and liad lorn so injuriously 
treated, as you I new, at Philippi, v. lure we 
were stripped and .scourged by tla: t ommoe. 
beadle, and thrust into prison, with our feet set 
fast in the stocks, ( \cts xvi. CC — -I.) we no 
.sooner arrived among yon, hut wc zecn: lr,!d in 
our humble dependence on the pi'werfnl sjippc.rt 
of «w/' God ; to sp'ak unto you in the iieigiiln;Ln - 
ingeiiy, the ^osvetof God, and lliis, though we 
were lorced to ilo it zeith so much con tint ion, 
because of the opjiosition excited erjainst us hy 
Mic ]!erverse and unbelieving Ji.w > ( \cts >.\n. 




298 


Xot as phasing 77icn, but God. 


SECT. 1 — 1 >.) And wo were supported in tlicsecoura- 
< 1 . gcouh clVorls from a secret consciousness of that 


.‘5 For our exhofta- 
tion zcQi not of dc- 

. -Ill • - 1 oHt, norof unclean^ 

• integnty witli winch oiir miinstry was conduct- ness, nor in guil<?. 

* 11 .*’];'’* oJ; /t»/’ our exhortation to persuade you to em- 
brace the gospel not calculated to corrupt 

your morals, bcinij tburuled on any priuci})les 
of tlrccil or of uncUiDiness ; we bad no merce- 
' nary or sensual purposes to servo, as your i(](»la- 

trous priests often have, ncr was then* in our 
management any thing of guih* and craftiness 
which could fear the deteetjon of the strictest 
4 scrutiny. But all was fair and opcm, simple and 4 But a? uc unr 
artless; and as we have been approved by God^ allowed of Ood to bt* 

SO tar as to be intrusted with ///c mva'iiablc trea- ^rospri, even so wc* 
sure of his so we did then address you, spwak; not as pleas- 

aiul s) we coiu'.nue to spea/i, not as pleasing men^ 
and accommodating our doctrine to their tastc'^ hrarts. 
and juvjiuljciis, hut as endeavouring always to 
secure the approbation of that i'fod. xaho trieth 
our hearts with as grt'at care and exactness as 
goltl is proved in tht^ furnace, that it may he 
sv^parated from dross, or the mixture of any 
•Phaser metals. iWntiur did tt’c at any time deal 
in flatirrim^ "Xords, to insinuate', orirselves into 'I”'' 
your alteetions, and soothe you m your sms, as „n, , ioak 


wliu'h truth our 


K'»r ututhrr 


ye well hunc; nor had we. recourse tot/ pretence oitovr’iUMu , -tjod 
e/" piety, to promote the schemes of covetous^ /'xmiu* -. 

7/c.s.?, often artfully conducted under the covert 
of religious zeal. God [/.y] our xiutnes^y that 
we were far above every thing of thiskirul, and 
inatle iH sucli view-s our first saerificc to the 
glory -d’ hi'i name and ti»e propagation ol’ Ins 
^^gosj^el. Xor did we seek and applause of 
vien^ neither of you nor rf any olht)"^ among 
whom we lal)oured and con'^ersed; nor di<l vvt; 

T)ress you with regard to any niainionanee, 
ihovsr/iur miffht have been in some degree bur- apostl"r'o^^^ 
densojne as the apostles of Christy^ who liad autho- 
rised us to lake a necessary subsistence fron: our 
hearers, as wc certainly brought you what was far 
more valuable than any thing which we could in 


r> Nnr dT nicu 
h<»iii,'l‘t wo jrlorv, ni'i • 
thiT of you, uui yi.i 
of olhei', wlini wft 
inii^ht lla^ t; bofn 


* Mi^ht have hem burrlmsome^ &o.] acfiiif: now on the .s.'inic tnnxims at ('o- 
The apostle evidently refers to the right riiiih, (from whence he wrote thisepistlf*) 
he had of bein^ at their charge, by which he had governed hiin'‘«*lf at, 

t'oinpare \fr. 0; 2 Cor. xi. 9; 1 Tiin. v. 'J'hessuionica. See Acts xviii. 

IS; 1 (’or. ix. throughout. Uul he u.i«« 



ITtf appeals to them how afectionatehi he had behai^d. 


^ But we wore gen- 
tle among you, oven 
as a nurse choriih- 
eth her children : 


P So, bring affer- 
tionately dt'sin)us of 
you, wo won* w illiiig 
toha^o imparU'd un- 
to you, ncit liir gos- 
pel of (rod onlv, but 
also our own souls, 
t)eeau'«e yo wore dear 
uiitu u^* 


0 For yc r» meiu- 
Im r, brotlirrn, onrla- 
l)uur aiidtra\nil: for 
labouring nttrht and 
<1 1 y» beeau^e we 
would not be charge- 
able unto any of you, 
wo proaohed unl(^ 
you the gO'.pcl of 
Ciod. 


10 Ye art' uit,nc«>- 
fvCs, and (Jod .-tAo, 
bow holily, .u)d just- 
Iv, and uiil)l I'oeahly 
wo l)< Isavedi'-M^t l\es 
'iinoug you tiiat be- 


ll \T Know 
Slow we evluTttd 
usd comfurttd, luul 
■barg' d pvorv oueoi 


return liave received from him. Btif nr iverc srex^ 
still mWd^ gcntltj and condescending in the midst n. 
of jjoKy even as a nurse or inoilier cherishes 
OIV71 children while hanging on her breast, and^ 
feels an inexpressible pleasure in imparting that 
nourishment to them with which God in his 
gracious providence has been pleased lo furnish 
her. So wCj being most tenderly affect lonttte^ 
to’xards took pleasure to impart to you ^ not 
only the gospel of God^ which was lodged with 
us, for the food and life of our fellow creatures, 
but even our own souls too, because ye reere dear 
unto US; so dear, tliat our hearts was in every 
word while we addressed you, and we could with 
pleasure even have laid down our lives among 
you, if that might have promoted the success of 
our ministry, and have conduced to the increase 
and edification of the church. 

Von had many instances of this, which l!) ' 

need not largely rchctirso ; for ye remember^ bre^ 
thren^ both o«r labour xw the ministerial work, 
and our toil in our smilar profession likewise; 
for night and day uwrking at it, taking often 
from the rest of the night, the fiours which 
during the day wc liad spent in our ministry 
among you, that :ve might be able lo maintain 
ourselves, and might ml be burden some xmd ex- 
pensivi' to any uf you preached to you the gos- 
pci of God. And there was a consistency in 10 
the whole of our conduct, which abundantly 
shewed the purity of those moti\es from w hich 
we acted in this instance. So thatj/c j///rj 
nesseSjUjid God [<r/5o,] who sees oiir most secret 
actions, and all the recesses of our heart, how 
holily^ and righteously^ and how unhlanieably 
ur behnred ourselves^ not only to the heathen.s 
around, but in our most intimate converses with 
you who believe; still prcjscrving tlie same inte- 
grity, caution, and care, to avoid every f)ccasion 
of od’enco which we maintained among those, 
who were strangers or enemies to our religion, 
and so might have been most ready to seek for 
pretences of ohjectiiig against it. y/.v yr also 1 1 
knoxi- hoxi\ and with what repeated im|)ortu- 
nity, xce mar exhorting and comforting ercry 
oni- or V on in particular, as God gave acecN 



300 Rejlections on the courage and integri^ i^ Paul 

to you ; just as a /tf/At'r eiicouragcsand instructs (« afatlrtr<fof& 
h's chUdirUy labouring, by every kind and en- *^**c^**‘*ren,') 

J Thess address, to form them to a wise 

jlL 11. worthy behaviour: Thus were we animat- 
in;j^ yoif^ and tesfiji/ui^ in the most solemn nian- 
^-ner, That tje should xealk' uwthif of G uf and 12 That yc would 
of the roiatiori in which you have the honour caiM * oli 

to Stand to him, -who hath called you by his gos- unto * his kingdom 
pel into his kingdom y even to the views and glory, 
h'lpcs of \\vAi glory which he hath promised to 
all the faithful subjects of it. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Si'RE.LV it is not possible to conceive from any thing bui 
the csiunple of the great Shepherd of the. sheep, a more amiable 
idea of the cliaracter of a gospel minister than that which is here 
exhihired. With what a frankness and openness of soul does 
the apostle appeal to their consciences, as to the integrity and 
bcnevohuicc of Ins behaviour among them, whilst, iinterrified by 
\e\\ 2. g^ii indignities and inhumanities he had met with at Philippi, 
he immediately renewed t!ie .same combat at 'Fbessalonica, and 
contended boldly with all the enemies of the gospel, not es- 
teeming his liberty or his life, on an occasion of so great iin- 
])ortance! 

Wjtli such courage lot the ministers of Christ face all danger 
and oppositions: with such simplicity of heart, let them deliver 
3 their impoitant message; not with deceit, uncleanness, or guile, 
hut as those who remember that they have been put in trust with 
the gospvl by God himself, and therefore, must be solicitou.s jiot 
‘i-to /ilrasr b.m, hut God, xjchotrirth flit heart. And may they ever 
he sii, ,•’*:* r to those views of avarice, ambition, or popular ap- 
^^plaiise, winch should lead them to sacrifice truth to the affection 
or favour of men, or even to the fear of being thought to do it. 
And let them, with all this intrf*pVdity and firmness of soul, put 
'^on a gcmlene^s and sweclness of disposition; a gentleness like 
'that witli vvlncii a nurse cherishes her children While their 
|>cr)ple, like new-born babes ^ desire the sincere milk of the wordy 
uit theif may grow thereby, (l Pet. ii. 2.) Let rninistra's, with 
a natural tenderness, draw forth that precious nourisliment to ' 
^’tlieiii, as imparting even their own ^ouls unto them, and willing 
to wear out, or, ii such should be the will of God, to sacrifice 
their lives in such a .service. 

Let them particularly endeavour by all prudent care, suitable 
to the cirenmsiances in which God has fixed them, not to make 
tbemsclve.s linrdensomc to the people in temporal things, nor, un- 
*h‘r the pretence of a Divine: mission, to tyrannize over their 



eoniS^nces; but -feehave with such integrity and such ^nctity, sect/, 
that tiiey may be enabled cheerfully to appeal to God as a, wit- n. 
ness of it, and may also have a testimony in the breast of each 
of their flock. And O that the entrance of such ministers among. ' 
their people, and their labours with them, may not be iif vain; ’ 
out that ttie blessed consequence of all tbe chargesj entreaties, 
and consolations, they arc addressing to them may be this, that '< 
they may walk worthy of God, worthy of that kingdom and 12 
glory, to the views and blessings of ivhicb he hath ccNidescend- 
ed to call them ! Then will :dt the fatigues of their offlee sit light 
.upon them, while they see the blessed purposes of it answered. 

Then will they finish their course with joy, and bless God with 
their dying breath, that be hath chosen them to an office, the 
most laborious, and perhaps, in secular views, the least advanta- 
geous of any in which persons of liberal education use to en> 


SECT. m. 

The apostle goes on to bless God for the readiness with which the 
Thessadonmns received the gospel, notwithstanding the persecu- 
tion raised against them by their own countrymen, as well as 
the perverse opposition of the Jews, and assures them of his 
continued affection, though he had been hindered from visiting 
them so soon as he intended, 1 Thess. II. 13— to the end. 

Itbks II. n ^ TUtSSALO^IIANS II. 13. 

roR this came '’pHUS we laboured, and thus wc .behaved sect. 

thank we tjod ourseivcs smong you, and we are thankful m. 
canse^whe^ eti^lcd in SO conscientious a man- 

rdved*thc”worf'^of ucr to discharge out duty. And for this cawye’ 

Ood which ye beard also we give tkonks lo God incessantly, that when **' 
of us, ye received ?< received ihewordff God, which ye heard from 
men, but (as it is ws, ye received \xf\ not with indiflercnce and 
in truth) the word of neglect, not With doubt and uncertainty, [r/.v] 

Cod, which cHectu- jf j|. merely the precarious word of ■ 

you that believe. ^ tnvention, or unchain scheme 

of human philosopliy, hut fas it is in truth J the 
very word of God himself, the veracity of which 
is beyond all dispute or suspicion; of u'kuh 
there is this farther proof, that it worketh so 
efficaciously in you who believe, and produces 
such an happy change in your character as may 
14 For ye, bre- abundantly atteat’l.ts Divine origin. For you, 14. 
tkren.bccamefoiiow- brethren, .OS soon as ever you embraced it, un- 
• VOl,. V. -' U 



30!ii And sttfered persecution like 

siicr. mediately bvxainc imitators of the heroic heha- of ihechurofe#/ 
viour and coiuluet of the churches of God zvhich y!! 

^Tiics', -niaca, tn Uinst JcsiiSy as being uruicr je»us : for ye also 

il. ji the iriihu nees oF the same Spirit with them, buiUrod like 
thoue^ vou had not been eye-witnesses oF tiieir 
cxatnpU*. oo7\i/ou lUso, with the like intrepidity they /mv of the 
of i\‘.s«diition, sujfft red the same things from those ; 
of your oTi'H tribe and countty^ (Acts xvii. b.) 
a^i they [^//V/] of tht*ir eountryinen the Jetes; 

13/rVn) ti’e:ued them so rigorous!}* and cruelly, as 13 Who both kili- 
ihe of apostates, 'rhey call tbcinselves Jesus, 

indeoo 'he peculiar people of (>od, out act in a phets, ami have per- 
nianner most unworthy that character, for they sn uted us; amlthty 
hnfh Lilb'd the Lord Jesus (1iris(, and their ou'n -"‘d 

^ > j ' i* ^4. I I 1 • 1 o>’** < outrnry I'i 

■propnrf^^ WHO toretold Ins appearance, and 

wh.an (iod in many th*»tant ages of their coin- 

inoinwvdili raised up unto them, xlnd^ on liie 

same |:iii:ciplos aliiu they have persecided us, 

whcji w' (Mine anunig them as Divine mcsseii- 

gei> ; and, oTi tlic wiioh', please not God, though 

rh.“y p 'eti^nd to Imow him so well, and boast so 

lo’.ui'*. (»r tiicir interest in Inm; but in consp- 

fjuei) e (d rhe wrong notions they form of him, 

givjitly o.'ll-nd him, and arc contrary lo all men, 

full of coni ern jit and malignity against all other 

nations, aiwl IkiIuivc towards them in the most 

16per\erse and unfriendly manner.*' Of which n, rorhiddi.i^ u , 

morose and odious behaviour, this is a remark- ♦'»^hr thi.- 

ab!.‘ instiince, tliat they arc continually forbid- b/Z^^^u-d 

ding Its. the apostles and messengers of (iod, to their ay. foj 

speak* a. id pn jieh the gospel to the Gentiles, that wrath is com 

they m i, hi be sirred ; and.bv thus setting them- "{1*“* ^ ' 

selvi - iU;iiin>c theoarling.sch* me or Divine rro- 

vkiuiice, and oj>posiugthe mo^t important, even 

the eternal iiiterests of mankindj they seem to 

act a-' if they desired to fill up the measure of 

tfidr sins u)iitinuallj/. Hut Divine urrdh, is 

speed dy coming upon them, and will hi* carried 

ii> the grcuUsl cxti'eviity-i not at Jerusalem only, 

n D'j t } till Tnen.'\ 11 is wtJt known nj^ unf aU tht: rra c^f wa7ilf<>l. (Kl-ner, 
whal isi.intibh* |Mi?jiidjccs the in tib'CiA*. Vid. II. p, ‘274.) j\iid nolhnijc 

piuicial 4 nit » l.'iinrd auain^t all ot ier na- rc.-triir.ly could atlord a slion(;er pnjof 
tion-; and Klhinif bas prod need .set rial ui thij mali;(iKint l(’inpf*r, Uuin thit per- 
{•asbj^^rs Irun I'acitus and otheT hca- ^ fr.se oppu^itiMU to so benevolent a 
then wiitLi.. i>i wliieh they arc repre- as Uic g 'spcl. for which the apo^- 

jt'Mod Si'. 'V! invHeroie hxtnd -tl* passes i*" *. 'ir-. '■♦‘Sj.'-tir'j jpon them. 




herd as His Jotj wtd ftis crmcn. tO()3 




b^t every whore else, iu thrir various scUlc- 
ments in heathen couiurics'*. 

T7 But ue, bre- Hiii bretkr^nj though heccs'^ariiy .separated 

••me,ini)rc-cnce,«ot h)r a lew liours^, in penally hia ml la hear!., 
iniK,irt,eiidi!av(a»re<i bciup^ txci'edinpljy desivous to see ^/oar fare again, 
tht; uion-aiMnidiintly to. the Utmost, Then fore tee 

groat »it siri‘ would nave come Unto tjoii, even I ruia in pani- 

J8 Wherefore wc cular, oucc uud a sccomi time, but Satan, the 
.tjt’eat enemy of our usefulnuhs an^l coinl'ort, 

» once ami agai^ hath liithorto hindered us, by tlie many <ljlTic\iU 
Saun hindered ns. ties he laid 111 oiir way. But we 'will be Mire 
19 I'or filial « unr take the first opnortumiv of doinsf it; tor 
(,f n‘;,oicingw/;<' not M hopc ot ap|)eanii»- another Hay, 
^■veri >e in iiin pro- with conifovt bcforo ilic* tribiiiial of Christ, or 
of nui whllt OUT /d(/i wllJlt till* Cl’OZSm ot' )'('}' di Ui 

which vve exfK Ct tlu n to wear ^ . tL'l ucah'o 

anuiug many oi}y*rs, whom l>i\i!:e oiac’o lias 
given us as the fruns of oiir minisfry ; whom 
we hope for the honour of presenting lhj\>rcaur 
Lord Jesus Christ, at the day of his Jinal appeaV’^ 
■ ;irr (M.T iDicc / Fov }}t uFe DOW onc of the. niO‘^t eon- 
'>• .siderabic clmrthes winch 1 Iuivt‘ been liie liaj>|.*y 
i.islriiment ('f planting; and 1 mist ye wil! ihi'ii 
appear as ourglortj and ouv Joij, as tlie seals Crod 
ihUli bvicn pleuM^ul to set to my labOnrd, and as 
jiiulable friends in whose eonversc arid lovci I 
Ifope tw be for ever happy. 





f cming : 


'0 i’or ^ 
'.I ly iiml 


>soi onl\ .it .leru^alcni, j Thongb 
’.he rcrncUk.'oU: circuui'-tiinccs v^llich at- 
♦t:nd(’d th<' d. Niruetiou '.»f .h*r».‘.aU:m, so 
IMi'lK'ul.'irl V rcprosciilcd hy .!< scplius, 
\vho w is an evo-uilness of then, and so 
i \antly corr'^spoudiag to our hoi d’li. pre- 
diction, (sec \ol. 11. sect. have 

fixed the attention of (JiriKtiaijS. chiefly 
on 1 hat catastrophe ; yet it is well known, 
that vast niunhcis of the Jei^ibh nation 
weic boon after destroyed in other pro- 
vinces Ilf the Romrin tuipirc. paiticulai- 
ly under Trejari and Adrian: iinrh'r the 
former, 4i’>«).u‘U) nun in Rgypl and Cy- 
prus, and nndci the lattci, above. 0S(),ui.O. 
as Xipbllinns informs U'^fioin Dio, nod 
the learned Mr. F^owmnn siipposiS these 
events to be referred to in tlie secoi d 
apocaltfp id seu!^ Ixev. \i. r, C niiparc 
Vol. 11. sect, clxi not<‘"'. 

9 For a Dcr^ li/ilc ifuson, or for stfev 


bouns.] The orij^inal is ter -xU;, 
for trn hour's tirru : wliK'li i- vo lum alive 
an expression, that I cho'-f raiJiei to es- 
preSb the .sense ni the parapln-i'.i' than to 
follow the tJieck- literal! V, e'-pcijily, as 
has a signification ratlin rnou cMen* 
.Vi VC limn tar. ft wai.^e'i ial yiavxbe- 
foie the ajiosile relnriied lo ihtui, but Ins 
uiiiid was full of the ideas ot CiVi/n/y, 
vvl-jet) ill I, as it well', annihilate an. pe- 
riod of mortal life. Dr. W hitby inteis 
fnm this expi‘t|,8siojn, thci thisepisrh; was 
writ (juicklv after Pauls Jeav;i’.r I'hes- 
aloiih.i, and ccnseipictilly at < miuth, 
the liisi place \vh*'M' ti> ni.uic .unv • 
htay. Thr.* woid nTfo^'^-nvi'j'Jr.r^, in tins 
comiection, strongly rxpivsses the apo'-- 
tle’s for them (compare .J'llm xiv. 

13, ^Ur. Vul. ll. sect, clxxiv noLt" 'l, rtnd 
concern to leave them jn an unsettled 
state. Compare chap. iii. !. 



.30i ‘■Mejectiom on the oppo^imt 

LMPilOVEMEKT. '' ^ 

'«ECT, May Divine grace teach our souls ever to distinguish be- 
■«i, tween^thc authority of the word of men, and the word of God; 
that we may always set thcin at a due distance from each other, 
may feel that peculiar energy of the Di vine word with wh ich 

^"'it operates in all thetn that believe! May we experience this, 
whatever be the consequences, yea though we should be exposed 
to sufl’erings, severe as those which Jewi| or heathens at first in- , 
Aided on the professors, or even og the preachers, of the gospel! 

14 Adored be that power of Divine grace that went along with ir^, , 
so that when the envious disciples of Moses, after having slain 

15 the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as their own prophets, forbad his 
messengers to speak to the (jentiles that they might be saved, 
the.^o taithful ambassadors of health and life feared none of their 

• thrtate.nings or cruelties, but courageously declared the matter 
as it was, both to Jews and Greeks^ reptntance toward 

^ Gody and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, (Acts xx. 21.) 

The Jews in the moan time filled up the measure of their sins, 

16 till wrath came upon them to the uttermost. And so will all the 
opposition that is made to the gospel end to those .who are im- 
placable and obstinate in it. I'hey who believe not that Cluist 
is He, shall die in their sins. Whosoever shall fall on this stone 
shall be broken y but 07i whomsoever it shall /ally it shall grind him 
to po:wc/e}\ (John viii. 24; Mat. xxi. 44.) 

19 ^ Let the ministers of Christ, however Satan may attempt to 
liindcr them, go on faithfully and courageously in their work, 

18 and watch over the souls which they have gained. When absent 
from them iu body, let them not be absent in heart; but let them 

1 7 bethinking of their stale, ami often caring and praying for them ; 
/ortffhal isthfirhipe, andji^yand crown of rejoking \\\ the day 
of the Lord, hut the souls which God shall graciously give them 
as spiritual children, or to whom he shall render them useful, for 
training them up in those ways of holines.^ in which, by the 
blessing of Gocl'upon the Ld’burs of others, they might be so 
iiappy as to find them*? May God give manv such to all who 
serve hkn with their spirit in the gospel of his S\)72 ; and, in the 
views of their jnqri^asing piety, may they daily anticipate the 

:.)glory and the joy With which they iiojic at list to deliver them 
to ihcir Divine IVIa^tcr! 




SECT. IV. 


j4$ A farther illustration of his love, the apostle vfnnnt the 
Thessalonians of his care to send Timothy to them from 
yJthens, and <f the great pleasure with xehich he received the 
tidings which that evangelist brought him; he also assures 
them that he was continually praying for them, and for an 
oppbrtunity of making ikem another visit, in order to promote 
their education, . which lay so near his heart. 1 Thess. III. 
throughout. 

Id I 1 THESSALONIANS III. 1. 

w« J'li KFOKF,, gUCH is the aiFectton we feel for you, and sect. 

when we oouiJ therefore, as we were by persecution separated iv. 
we thZsh'i f Jood >'««> while as yet your church was in a 
to be left at Athens Very tender and unsettled state, (Acts xvii. 10.) m. 

we could not but be soliciious, to be more par* 
ticularly informed how it fared with you. Ami, 
being able no longer to endure the uncertainty in 
which we were with relation to you, we acquit 
esced in the uncomfortahle circumstances of be^ < 
ing lift alone^ at Athen^^ where we had some 
peculiar need of the countenance and comfort 
S And sent Timo. of ail approved Companion and friend; A7id2 
theus our brother 'fimoihy^ ou)' dear brother^ and a faithful 

whom wc highly >stcciii, 
houreriii the gospel as ouv diligent and affectionate fclhwAahourer 
ofchrist, to establish (yi gospel of C hr ist^ whom YOU had formerly 

>'ouconcernbi 3 your under that character;*^ we parted with 

faith; liim, inconvenient as it was, for your sakos, 

ihaty by making you a visit, at. a time when we • ^ 
concluded you so much needed it, he might 
strengthen and comfort you^ cj^horr and advise 
you as occasion required, concerning the evi- 
dences oi your faith in general, and any particiN 
lar branches of it in which yon might need farther 
s That no man instruction. That no mart^ might be shaken and 3 
diouid be moved by jij,eouraged from his adherOiiee to tlie Christian 
profession and hope, by the greatest severity of 

» left ahnt',] Ft seems from thi.s cir- Acts xvii. 14, that Timothy had been in 
vMm^tanec, that Sila-^ was absent from those parts beftne, as 
Paul while that apostle was at Athens, rr, and so no doubt but he was known to 
though some have been of a diflferent tb« Tbessalooians, and his eoniing on 
Opinion. Coinpan.' Acts xviii. 5, wbicH tnis occasioD would be the more agree-* 

■f'pis farther tO confirm that fact. able to them. ^ 

•' JWI twJakiurcr.] It appears from 




tTOG i/e expresses- ins salisfacthnin ihe-vecbu^pe ^dit-rexei^bi^, 

iliesr. afflictions witli which we are snrronnded j, affli<sti<ni|: for' 
f^r yc ynii'i\'ctvi‘s knoxc that icC are /appointed to 
these, iwid that on^part of the scheme of (icxl thcrcmito. 

' in C' tahlishirvr the Christian church, was to 
raise a ssociety of men, who should glorify his 
jjjiMie, and illUsStrute the force of true relij^ion, hy ^ 
ciuluiiiu*- the greatest extremities in its defence 
4 with fnrtitiule and cheerfulness. For even 4 For vcrilv.whe* 
xehen we xeere with ijou\ we did not flatter von 
With any vam hopes ol an easy and pleasurcable ti»at vip should suiVcr 
life, hut piainiy and candidly tdd yon^ before tribulation ; even ajj^, 
yon engaged with ns, that we .s//o///rf certainly 
be nj/ltcicd, as if eanie to pass in fact; and ye' 

\vt II know, from tli(» very nature of things, and 
fro , 11 coiilparing the religion you have embraced 
with the teiujKMs, prejudict'S, and interests of 
men, tiiat tlu're was the greatest reason to ex- 
pec.t it. For this ninse at. so, being (as 1 was iust .*> For this causr, 
saying) no longer able to nneertainty »>'> 

T wH'. in with regard to persons tliat in such cir- fo*Tnow*^vo*[r i’i?b! 
ciimstaiK't's lay so near my la ‘art, / sent to know i.isi b^ some mean!. 
t!ie state oi ijaur faith under such violentassaulls, tempter haxc 

A S'/ bt/ amj means the tempter, taking the advan- 


‘•K 


of t!ie weakness of Imman nature, miseht 


tcii)pt<'tl jmu, :iud 
our l:vl)ouTbe in \ain. 


ho.e tempted you to suppress ilie conviction of 
yoiir iirinds, or at least the public profession of 
V our faith, J’O as to return to ukilatry again; 
ond so our labour should with respect to you have 
fern in vain, as in sucii acavse it certainly would 
liave boi‘n, wliaU vcr set rot persua‘'ion of the 
otrutlj of religion might have remained. But o But nuv wiu'n 
jin\' 'I 'imothy, huvidp taunied to //.v 

<nid haviiii; brought to us the gmxlddmg^ of, jour iui'! 

continued futlh, and fervent abounding love, ni{:s of y»ur faith 
and assured us that ve hax ' always a pood and ami chanty, and that 

father in ( hrist, preutly dcs/ring, if IVi'vidciico uTiys, iift^nug great- 
inight pciinit it, .spc.cdily to see vs again, as we iv to son us, as we 
'Tu'/io a'i.surcdly do [to s^r] j,oii. ; H r xro-e 
eovi/oried, brethren, concerning you ^ and. i.uind thr u, vo wue’e-om- 
tlic iiapjjv elVeci.. of tlm.se lujurt-rcviving conso- d f \i r you in 
latio.is, ii alt our tribulation and rccesS-]^, wl.icli j";;;;,;""';;'!' 
grciv more supportable to us than it tvonlJ other- f.iith ^ 
wise iiave hfcUjijif means of ihii happy assnruiice 
of j/tMir /aUh, winch God hath blessed us i\6 the 
8 i;i^':fumt‘iit of producing. Far now we do s/.F^r now ^^c■ h ^ 



fh^f^ b> them iigain. S(^ 

juJeed livc^^ we relish an( enjoy life, if ije sect. 

’ stand faH in the gosi)el ami grace of our Lord iv. 

Jesus Christ, retaining strenuously that holy pro- 
fession and precious faith which ye have cm- 
braced : whereas, were ye lo be drawn aside to 
renounce it, our very heart would be wounded, 

« r.ir \^hat tinnk? and it would be bitter as (teath unto us. Far^i 
ii "aii/torylm Sufficient thanks can :ce ever render Ao Gud 

the joy uher-'wiih \\c concerning youy for all the llotv of holy y'yy -xith 
joy I r youi -.ako whick wc rejoice OH youv accuunt^ for your con- 
U'for our t. version and progress in religion, when we have 
been presenting ourselves before our God^ and 
br(‘athing out ouV lieart-at his footstool ; jYighi 10 
iii.d wo iiii' ia vv enlarging upon this, as a petition which 

sourrico.-Miiiniiiiit Iny nearest to our very soiiK, and, if I may ho 
allowi‘d such an (expressions snpnahulidunihi 
making tt our request, to see your (aee^ and to 
complete the deficiencies, of ynur Jaitii, by in- 
structing \ on in any arliclc of religion, which, 
being so siidtlcnly torn aw^ay from yon, by the 
storm that was raised, we bad not an oj)poitu- 
nity of opening to you so cl(*arly as your edifi. 

• CMtion might hav(‘ required. And w(.‘ still con- IJ 
’ tinuo to nrgetlu' humble supplieaiicm; that God 
V himsfl/y even our Father^ and our ford Jesus 
CItrisf to wIkmu the supreme govcrnmc’iiL nf 
tlie kingdont of providencti is committed, vun/y 
by a secret hut powerful intei position, m) dis- . 
l)osc and over-nde all things, as to c/eur and 
sn)oolh uur uuy to you, by r(*muvinj{; thc>c ol)- 
Aiwl 111 . \ sirn(‘lioris which ai piv-,en! remain ; Jiuf in iliii 12 

mak.j you tnue, vca above all, thut the l.ord .l(‘su'i 

nnei««‘aM.i‘n.,ii'.’.'K ''.V the ()|)t;ration of his Spirit 

aril] loKarclsaii iiujii, OH yolir Ifcarts, nunjcaiisc yoii to DC cnlur^^'d , u ud 
iq Iff iolcard each othei\ and lo aii 

(’lirislians, yea, towards tiie wliole Imman race, 
even as wr do indeed abound in alfeclion touw^ds ; 

7 /c«, and shall always rcjcjice in any oppori unity 
• of manifesting it, by whatever wt may able 
to do, or may i)e called lo suffer for your sakes. 

’SToUu ciiil lie May yon feel this noble ])rinciple of uni-l > 
versal goodness more; apd more actnc’ in your 
minds, (hat, by llie experience (d’ its efficacy, 
ynur hearts may be strengthened in cv(‘ry virtue, 

It is wvU known, that hnjfvicss, a\ul Dr. Wlnlhv has pvoaiu’p.l 
fi» tl;c' jiiicrcd Iff': ii* ot’U;nput fur uii»y iMSUni'u:* ol it in his iiotv; Iwrc. 


1 1 Notv’ Ood li 
■ (. !i <111(1 our Tall 
.md niir Loul .!»• 
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lections dn the actnumitions 


. sBt'T. you\ may at length [A^) foun^ Mameless in 
»v. holiness before God even our Father, at the ap~ 

/i^tfrawfc of our Lard Jesus Christ with all his God even our Father, 
around him^ in that illustrious day, when at the coming of ow 
• ■ ■ their sanctity and glory shall be ccwpleted, and 

jr. all their mb’oiirs.ano sufienngs in his cause abun- 
;; dantly recompensed. 


LMPROVKMENT. 

Not farther to insist on the tender affection of Paul to the 
^ Tbessalonians, which has already afforded matter for so many;,, 
profitable remarks, let us recollect that| as Christians, wc also 
Verae 3. are appointed to afflictions, by the experience of which our fit- 
iK'ss for hearen, and our relish for our everlasting rest, are to be 
improved. It was faithful and kind in the apostles, after the 
4example of their great Master, to give us such admonitions; but 
‘let us not be moved by the apprehension of any sufferings that 
iqay await us, for he who hath undertaken to support and defend 
. can make us more than conquerors ; he can, even while wc 
Continue in this state of warfare, establish our hearts unblame- 
able in holiness : and how blessed a connection will that have Avitli 
our being presented faultless and blameless before the presence 
13 of his glory, when Christ shall appear with all his saints, and 
when the sanctity of each shall be a glory to their common Mas- 
ter, as well as an everlasting blessing to every one of those spot- 
less S(Hlls ! 

S Let the ministers of the gospel nobly rise above all attachment 
to secular views, and make it their great business to advance in 
their hearers such a temper. Let it be their life, to see those 
Christian friends, whom G(xi hath committed to their care, stand- 
tOing fast in tlie Lord. And, if they have reason to joy for their 
sakes before Got!, let them render tlieir thanks to God for it, and 
night and day be urgdU h) their prayers for them, that what- 
ever comfort they have may be continued, and that wdiateveris 
wanting in their rattb and their love, may be perfected, by the 
Divine blessing on minister laM^bours. 

SECT. V. 

#* 

The apostle addresses several practical exhortations to the Thes- ■' 
sale7iMns suitable to their circumstances, and ]>arlicularly re- 
convmer^ chastity, justice, charity, and prudence. 1 Thess. 

. IV, 1-— 12. 


1 THESSALONIAXS IV. 1. jy , 

for what remains therefore, my brethren, ponttrERMOiiK, 
ih subscrricncy to this important view, of ti*” wc Ucscoch 



>y«kj*br«ilirdn, and being thus presented with all the saints before sEcf^; 
L^jeZ ihat‘a“ the great tribunal, in the perfection of holiness 
yc have received of and happiness, We now beseech you, and 
us, how yc ought to you in the Lcrd Jesus ^ ihdi as you have recewed 
walk, and to please repeated instructions from us^ while were ' v\^ 
abound more and among you, how you ought to walk% if you dc- 
more. sirc to adom your profession, ^rtd to please and ^ 

honour God, w^ho hath bestowed upon you the 
favour of being called into it, soye would abound 
rjtore and more^ labouring continually to ad- 
vance in every amiable quality, and every Chris- > 

"^*^0 For yc know tiaft grace. I will not largely insist on theses 
what commandments things iiow, foT ye know what comtHandments 
r.Ld'jesiu.^ in the name and m the part of the 

Lord Jesus^ whose servants wc all profess our- 
selves to be, and whose authority we ought al- 
.0 For this the ways to account sacrcd. Bear them constantly 3 ^ 
will of Ood, rt-ew in your mii)d, and often charge on your souls 
iiiri%c”ho’.!u*ab’ observance of them, for this is the voitlpf 
Stain from foniica- concerning you, \even‘\ your sanctificalitm; 

that, as he hath chosen us irdin the rest of the ' \ 
world to be a people separate to his honour and 4 
service, we should not pollute ourselves with 
those abominations which are so common among 
the heathen, and particularly that ye should ab^ 
stain from fornication^ and all other , kinds of 
lewdness so commonly practised among those 
4 Tiiar every one vvho are ignorant of the true religion : Where- 4 

declared pleasure of the great 
vc-ssci Ml siiiictiiica- former of our souls and bodies, that every one 
tion a.id honour ; of yoli should know how to possess his vesstij this 

animal frame, in which this immortal soul is 
lodged, as a rich and invaluable jewel in sanc^ 
tification and, honour; using his body as an in- 
strument of service to God, to whom it has been 
solemnly consecrated ; not as if it were intended 
as an organ to debase the mind by sensuality, 


“• //o'c you ou'^hf io ua!k, &.C ] The 
Fi cucli 'r« Ux^ineul remlrrs th«; words thus, 
\V"e rrureat ami conjure yoti by the 
** Lord Jesus to follow oar iiisti actions 
as to the manoer iii which yon oiitrht 
“ to live, ill order to plf-asinR God, and 
“ tliat you would make coiittiiual pro- 
“ jyress in it.’* This is one >pcoinrien, 
among Li>a«iy, of the ptinphrc'ilk of 

this vrriiotfy which changes tho inn^pbo- 
Ticul cxpi’niVions for phrases of a plainer 


nature equivalent to them ; but, as tlic 
version I here give makes a part of a 
paraphrase, I thought it more convenient 
to keep hearer the original, though 1 
ha\e not made a point of gi\ii}g nlnt 
should he exactly a \erl)al translation. 
There is a mediwm between both, which 
1 have at least attempted) aii<t, iff have 
not hit upon it, [ hope it is not for want 
of diligence and oan-. 



510 


Ko one should defraud liis briiiher- {'i\ 


;ry^ 

■”y%^air. 



which wo'jIJ surely he the most disliononrablc 
view in wliieh it can bo considered. Walk 
nrf thcTcioro any longer Z;? the lust of concupis- 
ce?u:e, contriving to huiiilge yourselves in gross 
and lii.'iT'.iv ions gratifications, not as the hea- 
t/inis do, u'ho knozi^ vot and are therefore 

ignorant of that pure and sublime happiness 
which arises from contemplating, adoring, and 
imitacing him. 

6 We liaxc also told you, aiifl we now repeat 
it, as an injunciiou of the greatest importance, 
that it is ilie will of CJod, that no man should in 
tlic>e, or any other matters, oi^er-rcachy or de- 
fraud his brother in [tfWj/J affaiv^ Far though 
the (rand may ho eonducted in so artful a man- 
ner as to evade linmaii conviction and punish- 
nionr. yet it is most certain, that the Jjord him- 
self, the linal and universal Judge, to wlioin we 
are all ere long to render up an account [/v] the 
avenifcr of all suchy as u'e also told you before y 
land vvitU all possible holeninity. Far 

(jod hath not called im, ni so extraorilinary a 
manner, from the re'.t of the world, men‘ly to 
a new nairn*, or some dilferent rites of (‘xlein.il 
worship, winli* we are at liberty to indulge our- 
selvTs in undeannesSy as if we wen' patronized 
in the practice of it, merely by being number- 
ed among (diristians ; buty as lie is in liimself 
pcrfcelly holy, he hath called iM^ to the love and 
practice (if universal liotiness, and would raisin 
from among the degcnciate children of men, a 
society, who, by the pur ty of their morals, 
should do an Imiionr to the true religion, and 
afiprovetln iv.sclvcs to be indeed the olfspnng of 
the Most Higli. 

8 In all tiiev.; difngs uc have faithfully deli- 
v red unto >i'U ilic charge ai>il message which 


’ 


5 Not in the lust 
of concupiscence, 
even as tlic Oentiles 
which know not Ciod: 


Tliyt no ^''O 
lu*\oml and defraud 
his hrotlier in a 
niatti r: hccan^t; that 
thi* I Old h the a\ en- 
gn ot uil jMu’h, \\f 
al.Mj lia\ I- iDren.tnird 
you, and Icsiiiietl 


7 For Cod luCh 
iV)! c.dK d li'N unto iin- 
clcaiiiK Ixit uido 
holiiK ss. 


8 lift iheroforf 


7//< /v- u/lfl knoU) 7Hit f-W, J 

.■\Ttiuy jtio\(d, hv a \ anct}' »d »Mni 
cd «jM<>Cil:ui)/.y liov. iMiudi th(‘ politest na- 
tions the aijeu Ills, anil p.irticii'ai- 

ly tin- (jjti k<, w. It addicted to lh<’ mo'il 
iiitaiiiOus kinds o\ uinh'niuii'>s ; u'i«) f)r. 
Wht-ibys note on tl.is pluec inuv fund li 
out a cataiog'.e, nut to be read v^iihoul a 
mixture of corninisera’.ion and honor. 

* (U> bf'r/o*i(l aw! d. li/>, hmihrr in 

jt'iy interpret I i-i- 


/Vif Ihmt I.rl^hl .1 I'sherf, taking the »;ord 
III an tit 'Cnse, as I'utft.m is us' d 
111 Latin. 'I'his. iiu doubt, is included, 
blit Isie no reason b'l linntinfj the clause 
to &’.< h a sense. ( lean hamn in tin* Old 
'It-a.-fiKhl siftnii.es those unpolluted with 
hnk - , and tlieref'jie no certain -irirumcnt 
aftniii'.t the more exteusne siftinlicanon 
I have jirefein d, ran If diaijn fVimi 'h*- 
i)o\t td-t . 



\ - Tlie^ xcere taught of God to love one another: % 

ik»t despisftii, de- we rcccivcdupon thohighestautljoriry : sect,.' 

testimony ami «*}'««'«- 

jrivou unto US in^ uom, dexptsM not man buc (rod, who 

Holy Spiiit. aho given us his Holy Spirit j and causodit 

^ * dwell witliin us, and to guide us ij>^)iir dis- * ' 

courses and writings, into the certain' and infal* 
lihle knowledge of his will/* 

0 Uuias touching 1 have been large on some of the preceding 9 
n«.d oo'thii'i'irft* ?rt>‘-'le.S kiioiving how much you wore tulclictod 
unto you, lor yc vour heatlieii state, to some of the vices I 
youi solves aic liavc exhortcJ you to avoid. But conceryiing 
AroMtfr/iy love^ or that peculiar charity and affor- , 

“ ' ‘ tion which one ("hristian owes to another, i/e 

need not that I should largely write to you now, 
for ije yourselves are divinely taught to love one ’ • 
another^ God dwelling in our nature, liath ' ,, 

given you the example and the prccf'pt, with 
all poshihle advantage, and his holy Spirit dc- /; 
scending on your liearts, forms and fashions * 
10 And indfod ye them to this great law of love. yind indeed /lO 
do it towards all ti.e jusiicii If) say, Iw what I can 

in. I'l Macedonia; but h'iJLni ol j’ou, that //<=? actually rfr) xf. to all the 
ut be-.vchyou, bre- Chnstiau brethren xohich are in all Macedonia ^ 
thicu, thai VC in- ^v!b/tln*r at Philiopi, Apullonia, Amphipolis, 
u^„e. i>cr:ra, or elsewhere. But we exhort^ you, bre^ 

iliren, that ye ub iind in this hont.woK nt and 
amialilo dis;)osit»o!i yet muie and more, tiot only 
to thofto that are your (*wn countrymen, hut to 
all the children of our lieavenly Katlier, howi-vcr 
lli<*Y may hr di pers'od in one part or an iilier. 

]] And lint \K' Bnd, wiiiio many indulge to an enterprising 1 1 
.j iici aii l vemper, and are alwavs unileriahing some new 

lodi> yo'ii- own it 'M- , • I .1 ” 1 nil* \ ^ 

1 U.SS, uiid to woitv ♦‘icsi^^n, to make themselves laikt'd ol, and to 
draw the eyes and observation of i lie world upon 
them, we advis<’ \ ou, that you make it your am^ 
bttiou to live ifuictly in the practice of those 
peaceUil and hum!)i'* vlriiies w’ ich suit tlio ge- 
iKUs of ( liri^iianily, and, pamt ularly tlnit you 
' ^ do your proper Imsincss^^ Bnd, a.-^ Pro) idence 

I* 11 v lurrt'fotc tJi>} de^p'i.vlh^ &.C. 1 I of ibis v.fuk, uiiy be s^'l■inl.^ly CM’i./idcr- 
wiM iii»i hi rc argue at how .-.trou"- cd, and that tin* iniporr'iit tr.ith csia- 

ly (iiiis V* rsic {},.*• i!i\ unifvtniO }'a,l hh^hed in it, may l>i' pc»p»tiinli\ home 

in what he wroU;, and c tliai in iniiid by all n)> r aden. 

of the sacred wnlvr'i iu g»Mii i.il ; h'-t 1 r I h your i^r'jpn /w./'.c.'.s.] Tliis exhor- 
wish whaL I h i’.»: s.-;d oil this s-ibjcct, in tatioii was peculiuilv [uoper to IheTl'Cs- 
thc Kssay 911 ini- invj/iiaiiv'U of the N* w saloniaus, ,tslhei<- .si'i'/ti> to have been a 
* Tcitam^ty’^ubjoiiicd lu the third vdlumo iiiedilliiig prajiniatical temper picvailing 



to Uik quiet^t and do their pam % 



K[$tct. hith placed most of you in such low circum- withy6tirowiiii»i»ii^ ’ 
. Stances of life, that you are obliged to maintain 


yourselves by your daily labour, we hope you 
will go on diligently and cheerfully to work 


withyov.^ own hands for that purpose, that you ^ 

may not as idle drones become the burden of 
society, but rather may be able to do something 
for the support, of your poorer brethren, as ye 
know tre gavtr it you in charge ^ during the little 
I2time wc resided amongst you. Attend to ’ 

It therefore, that^ so ye may walk decently to- them that are with^, 
toards those that are without the inclosure of the out, and Ma/yemay' 
church, atid silence the clamours which the 
enemies of the gospel would be glad to raise 
against it, as making men idle and irregular ; 
and [^that] you may have need of nothings but 
without being under a necessity of asking relief 
from them or aiw others, may be preserved from 
such degrees or extreme poverty as might ex- 
pose you to their contempt, and into which 
frugal and industrious persons seldom fall, 
without some extraordinary providence, which 
audibly and effectually bespeaks the compassion 
of their neighbours. 


imfuovcment. 

Who would not wish to be instructed in every thing which 
might conduce to our walking so as to please God ? who would 
not delight hi fr^^quent exhortations, to abound in such a con- 
; Vcr. 1 . more and more, that et^ery day may improve upon the last, 

' till we 'perfect holiness in his fear? Blessed be God, the rules 
l?afe plain, and' our own conscience must bear witness to the rea- 
3 sonablencss and goodness of them. This is the xviUof Gbd^ 
even our sanctification ; that we should be honoured with his 
amiable image, and, by sharitif^ something of his moral charac- 
ter', may share something of that happiness which in the perfec- 
tion ol’ holiness he enjoys. He bath indeed given us a compound- 
ed nature, and hath appointed us for a time to struggle with its 
j-.ninjal powers, that by a victory over them wc may approve* bur 
duty and obedience, and be fitted for a purer happiness above, 
4 than tins low state of being will admit. Let Christians there- 
fore Icaru to possess their vessels in sanctification and honour, 

among some of them, '2 Thos. iii. 1 1 , tlie word compare 9 Ccr. 

!^ftich tcnd«*d tnoch to the reproach of v. 9, and th^ note 
iheir prof«>bius.-^As U> the cin^pliasis of 




andtnot be captives to the mean lusts of concupiscence and uri- 
cleanness, as the heathens,, who, not having the knowledge of 
God, were more excusable than we fti those indulgences for which 
the knowledge of themselves and of their own ‘liiture would He- 
vertfteless, in some degree, condemn them. ^ 

Let us, as we dread the displeasure and vengeeiftce of God, the 
supreme Guardian of the rights of his creatures, take heed that | 
we do not allow ourselves, when it is most in our power, to 
beyoiidy or dr/raud our brethren in any mattery but endeavour tof) 

"shew, that we have indeed been taught of God to love one ano-\) 

^J^ry and tiiat we have received into our very hearts that maxim < 
wnich our gracious'Redeemer lias given us, That we ,tbould do 
unto others as we would they should do unto us, pn this princi- 
ple likewise, let us diligently employ ourselves in bur own projK'.r j 
affairs, that, instead of being the burdens of society, we may in 
our respective spheres be its support ; and, quietly attending to il C 
what lies witiiin our own province, let us leave ambitious schemes 
and projects to others, thinking ourselves happy enough, if wo 
may be approved by him who bath allotted to the inbabitaiitid of 
earth their several parts, and will another day accept and^reward 
them, not according to the distinction and elevation of their sta* 
tions, but according to the integrity with which they have be- 
haved tlK?mselves in them. vSo shall wc secure a testimony eVeu 
in the consciences of those that are without, who would perhaps 12 
ungenerously and unrighteously rejoice in an occasion of charg- 
ing upon the gospel of Christ, the follies and irregularities of its 
professors. 

Tliey w.ll never be able to riiarge any thing pji the gospel it- 
self, if they take their ideas of it from the writingif of these its 
authentic teachers. And let it be rcuicmbcrccl, that they gave 
such abunilant evidence of the antlioriiy with which they taught , 8 
that he who despiseih them dt'spisrth not Wt/n, but Got/, from’' 
whom they derived the spirit by whieb they preached and wrote. 

His voice let us hear with reverence, his dictates let ns bunibly 
obey. 

The hour is near in which he will assert the honour of his 
word; and demonstrate to all tho world the wisdom of submitting 
to its dictates. 






314 Christians are not to sorrow as those who hate 4ot hope j 


. S K C T. VI. 

The ap^^fle particuhniy sets himselj h comfort his ’ Christian 
frioKi^ with^reUtiion to those that were fallen aslct o in 
hij an animating; view of that glory and happiness on xvliirh^ 
at the general resurrection^ they should enter in their complete 
persons. I Thess. IV. 13, — to the ends 


1 Tiir^s. 13 . 



1 TllESSALOKIAKS IV. 13. 

J HEAR it with concern, that, .»ince I have pur i would /-It'****’ 
been separated from you, it hath pleased Gdd yon to be 

' to remove some (l(‘ar and valuable members of Uiciiirt-n, 

1 • 1 ¥ ' I 1 them 

IV 13 society, and I wonder not that you are ten- uimii .no asi. fp, 

‘ dcriy a(FecL(*d with such a stroke. Jhit I would y‘* >orrow 
not have you ignorant,^ my dear brethren., coyu 

the true state of /Atf/ //r^ tlius/tf//^'w ' 
asleep in the faith of Jesus, that ye may not la- 
mept with such unbounded transports and ex- 
ec ssivc* forms of mourning, as are practised by 
otherSy even by your heathen neighbours, who 
are ignorant of God, and have 7io wcdUgroiind- 
ed hope^ of an happy immortality, like that 
14 which in the gospel is imparted to you. For Vorit’wc i>r. 
surely, if zve do indeed believe those great find 
inipuriant do(•t^■llv^s which that divine dispen- 
sation teaches ns, that sJesu^y the Son of (hal, 
dud to expiate our sms, and tliat he rose again 


'* T :..rad tu.t Iukc you | 

Mons. .SiMiiii, in li.s lonj; and Carind 
■ critlci*-!*! on this ic\t, whirit Ik* 1hi',ks oin* 
ol' Til** iiard»‘.‘>t 111 the N^’v* lost,, priu, 
Si-r. Vol. \ 1. N'o. I,) giu'.> it as 
i'is oidinoM, tint the dciir*^ which pre- 
vailed ill ChristMiK to si i- ehri.st, wnen 
he should a]»;j«'.ir to jiidjimn l,in.uh ; ./m 
lain Hi th'ihO ' 1 tlioir !m- iliron who died 
. 1 . out oil from th.it hwp»' III refi rence 
wijiirli, he ashuies them, fluit they 
siioii’.'! ho in III. It if'spcct entirely on •\ 
iM! 1 witi) ilid (■ of thc'ir hrothreii who 
jilio’.l I ic Jf'nH ulut'. Uiilitniai 'do 

'‘Veil 1,11 till') hx ]/o1Ik s! 5, why hc 
doe.^ jor tliroi’tly toil ihoin, that there 
was lio /jartit nlar room fo.'sucli larueiita 
tion> nil tin.-* aofoiint, as they theinsohos, 
■nnd many snooet diii)' };f-n^'ra‘'il•u^ \\i lo to 
die before theco7n/;i;; of o'/; f uni. Ih;ai - 
kiMvi longer that ih.e apnstlod'd not o.rge 
that. bfco.a'i'C he did n^l then exactly 
know whether Chri>Ca appearance would 


bo in that a^o, or at home niu' h more re 
mote dist.inoe id' fiino. Ai.il ihi-. iiino- 
ranoe w'ls oorljimly o insihinti w ili ilie 
knowle Iv.' of all r^iat was ikiosso v i » the 
jjnMohniL'uf the gosp/d. Coinpan* Mark 

Mil. r»li. 

•> ./x , M<'r» rt'/io kd’.c no Itubo. \ lully 
.sa\s, Di^p. i. If'.) ‘ Will uoultl 

‘ lameiii iho doalii i.f a liiend, iiiilehshe 
“ siij'poM' • him (iopnvid of all ihc* x,’n- 
“ jox intu;.'» of life, and sensible of the^.^' 
“ lov^ of till tn!’’ Mow forcildo a.icmai'k?^' 
Ill the piohcnt - onnei lion sec ncre.i'^o^ 
ui :ii) to imagi'it , as siiiTkO'liaxo done, that 
there 's a ro’oioiK'e to ti.o nolum of '•oine 
.itisiJi zealots, that uncircninoi^i d persons 
h.i'l no part in the rvsun-dioft. The 
apiMilo'.s aiguinent, i.s bv no means levi'I- 
le 1 at snub aij appiehcnsion, nor do 1 
find any e\idoooe that iho oliurch at 
Thfissalonica wa.? yot postered with fcuou 
corrupters of C'bristianitjf^ 





shall^ by the exertion of that mighty ptfwer w iih 
which be Imth clothed his triumphant Saviour, 
bring with him ^ in tlie train of his magfiihoent 
retinue^ at his tinal appearance, all those of h;> 
faithful servants a’//<7 deep in JesusS As ihey 
died under the dirtxtion of his providemee, asiil 
committing themselves to his care, it shajj^in 
due time appear, that they are not lost, though 
they may have waited long for the consunima- 
i.) Tor this wc sav their glory. For Inis we now say io 

iu.toyoui>yth»' wold by the express word of the Lordf on the iiniho- 

ediaie revelation from tJni.t 
nieiely on our own conjecture, 
< ofiiin^j- of the Lord, 01* wish, that 7Vi% that is, those of ns Chrisnans 
who remain at the coviin^ •;/ the I^urd to 

' ///m in ,// ?/v.] The words Iw tins ib dlrcrtlv oonlrary to hii own 
-t hi, , uhu li ui' cimio'ct with piuation of UiC nintlei, '2 '{ ) >.i*. ii. I, 

'r and iciultT s/tvy> /w may hr. 5‘s well loKtlier ^ »u whir > 

• “oii^idrial as makiiji; a sr|>aratt' rlauM', lio oxjiresses hi>? oi dc.Uii. 

and may imply, that it is by tin* /.uaV/ Compare Phil. i. CO; and 1 Co;, li, ? *, , 
n)«l .'iftencv of ( Irni that Uod will biinj' 'I Cor. i\. l4; '2 'I’nn, iv o. CJu:is !»:*»« 
vith ium tii< sr of hib pi-oph.* tluU are«h> pleaded thui jniyajci* in fa\oi.r ai th / 
parted out of this life. 'I In* phru'.c to doetrine v.hichlt';u'h<^s the /-rjif/;?. 
expreSb \'r jnn^i in Ciuht, in ; v s'miic uo\I cmflicnt ^(unf\, Ind-'ft; the mum 

I'linp.irt* Mr. 16: i Cur. x\. r’>. body of hiduviiN, and fin , .I'l m.»‘t ul 
.irchbi-dii'ji TilUjfbon explaiiu, the t'\- tin- patcjn^ of this scheme Uni li rspl.iin- 
jirossion heir used, as apniupnate tolli« ed it, in ordi'r to Nh,»r« miii( hi jl in ;l.o 
nui.fifii, iiud leiuierb ‘‘.o' i. i ,.r, , /./•, j;’!orirs and felo ilii sol lii'-p i.n'im.iI h. . n 
uifiv ; hot it cauiiot he pi ov I d that tin* nponeailh. Ihit to me )i hi-t-ms im.-o 
" vioi lo winch the aposlh u’h is, related iialiiral to snj)}")* :.*' that Paul hno .speaks 
uiily to .'iueb, and tiie t'lr.'e of the ai- a.s one of tin* « Inistian l>ori» , thoufth 1. • 
.q;iimriir plainly reaehes farthei, TilloN was not mic of that p:iil:i u.<ir!iiiiMh<f 
bon^ \Vurk«, Vol. II, p. Ih4. Ouneerning vliom he ilneiMlx 

n^j the zcord uf t/ir t ord.] / lliiiih no 'wliat is here said. Th* ■' ll'^‘>(.a .'■iiss, 
M'ords can mure plainly asseit that, in (llos. xii. 4.) Coth/uihr uith i.s ifilUUo''\ 
what follows, he speaks by an er/ir^jA r«v- and the P-almiNt, Iwi. n, «i, r / 'ic,, 
C/j;?.»^ and eoii'eijiiently there that ks, at the Iteil-M a wlien duniiii, 

can he np room for any inlerjiretatioii and l.x\vi. .">, 1 heard n f /.L'iV'f"r 1 >ro\r 

that can siippopo him at all raist.iken in s/ 'w/ //• /, that is, in l’?ypt, in*;- 

any cireuiiis'aiice of the ensuing ac- ther weie in e\isteiici- at ffit . mu -, wh j 
1‘ouijt. the facts Tofnn‘d to liapp il li 

« lie, that IS, lhu.se of us uZ/e rvnuiiw veiy niijust in Oiobio t(» reuif’.i m :liiN 

ulive.\ 'I'liis hath be«n intcrprtled bv as an artifice (d the .ijnuLle Uj i-imI.* 

many, as an intjination, tint ihe apostle people to Christianity, by the e^pe(’l.^. 
experted to be found alive at Hie iLuf o/ lion of being taken up alive to lieaven 
j‘nllf'ni ut ; and «m tliai iiitcrpietatioii, ii a \tiy little time. l.im. < ol. f>. 
.some have urged it as an instaiiee of his !!is explication of Ihi'? matter, ‘,o ti:e 
enteptaiuiiig, at least for a while, ndsia- next epistle is abundaiitiv sulneuii' r > 
kefi notions oi^ that head, as if the dmi of ahsolse him of nil ‘ueh suapieums, .lud 
//i" /W were hifiarlv approaching. But indeed the sineeri'v tiut anp-Jivd i.o 


.1 me 1.01(1, mm we 

wineli are alive and , . i,. , 

remain unto the 



31 6 The dead in CHrist shdiT^iye^rsiJ^^^^ 

SECT, judgement, .v/ifl// so prevent those who wi ppifiki 

asleep, as to be glorified before them. For the ^gj^p ^ 

Z(;n/ hitnseljy our gr**at and blessed Redeemer, • i6 For the Lord 
-jy/fgf* arrayed in all his own glory, and that of his shall descend 

■ . ■ ' Fiti ljcr,\ hall in that great day, descend Jronihea- the t,.l 

ven, with a triunip!)ant,9AoM/, raised by miUions of the archungei,aiid 
of liapp)' attendant spirits. His appearance trump of 

sliall be proclaimed with the voice the great 
ai'ihangel,^ even with the trumpet of God^ which first; 
shall then sound louder than it did on mount 
8it|n when the law was given. And the dead 
iri^irist shall all in a moment be awakened by 
it, and shall rise out of their graves in the 
. place, ^ springing forth in forms of glory, to the 
infmitc astonishment of the surviving world, 
n And afterwards we, that is, those of us, who are Then wc which 
lejt tfive at the time when this most awful and Xn *h«*rai[^bt*uil 
important day shall together with them, together with them in 

by a mighty and instantaneous operation of <‘Jouds» to m. ct 
the Divine power, be snatched tip into the 
clo^ds,^ in order to our meeting the Lord the be with the Lonl. 
region of the air, where his throne shall then 
be erected; and vve, having been openly ac- 
knowledged and acquitted by him, shall be as- 
sessors with him in that judgment to which 
wicked men and angels are there to be brought 
forth; and, when flie final sentence is passt^d 
upon them, shall return to heaven, with our re- 
ascending Saviour, and so shall we be with the 
Lord for and ail share a blissful eternity in 

13 the sight and participation of his glory, Ihere- is Wherefoir, 

{.IS whole conduct, evidently shews him i> Caught Not, says Dr. John Scott, 
to have been incapable of ^oy such de- bv the jmnUUy of ungeb, (Christian life, 
b 12 Q* Compare Laniot be of lusp. 133 — Itl. \ul, lil. p, 1204.) but by the vigorous 
^ tVitk tue of ike arcJfan}^ '} 1 activity of our glorified body, which Mi? 
cannot ihii'ir, with Mr. Pierce, that the Piggot. (Serin, li. p. 67.) supposes shall 
atcfyangel is Christ so called as the he refined to such a degree it spiritua* 

^rcat iuUer of anaeb. There seems an Ijty ub to be able to ireaA tar ; and Mr. 
evident impropriety in thus v trying the W'histon h t'* a notion analogi^is to it, 
CAttrc^sion, if It be o^ly iniemli'd to say, (App. to IPtyle’s Leot.)* 1 pretend not 
that Christ .shall shout as be descends ; to determinv on the nicety of questioEa 
noi are tluit scriptures, to which this like these. Only I cannot think th^ ex- 
* learned writer refers, (via. I r^ani. iii. pres.sii>n of being cnu^hl, or snateked up, 
21 ; 1 Cor. i. 7, 8.) by any means parallel suits the exertion of what shall then be u 
examples. See Pierce on Phil. ii. 9. naiurul power; nor can I suppose that 
S The dead in Christ thaU rise frsi,] It we shall have any thing to do with air in 
has generally been inferred from hence, the state which is to succeed Uie great 
that good men shall rise before the wick- day, in which the eUntenis shall mdt wifi 
ed, and 1 Cor. xv. 23, seems to favour it. fervent heat, and ike keaoftu. being on fire 
Bu'tthis text only asserU their rising, shat! te ditsf 9 lwd ,^2 Pet. iii. 1?. 
before the s.iints who arc found aliv^^ 
i^hall be cbni:;;L'd. 
i-4 



ioinfort one Mother'fqf^e when your hearts are distressed, with grief, ' 
fl-ith these^ words. 1^^^ of your pions friends, or on any other vi. .. 

occasio^f which can arise in this mortal life, 
comfort yourselvea and out another /ter jy 
words ; the tenor of which is »o fmpgit'^it, and 
• the truth (joptainal in them so c0i(:tain,*as being 
taught I>y‘4he infallilde dictates of the Spirit of 
Godk and fevealpd to us by him* from whose 
fidehty, power, and grace, we expect this com- 
plete salvation*. 


IlVrXJTlOVEMrNT. . * 

O! who can be sufficiently thankful for the strong'ponsola-Vcr.iH, 
tions which these Divine words administer! IIow;hftany (firooping 
hearts have been cheered by them in cvery/age, while sueces'-ivc- 
ly mourning over the pious dead! How often have \veoursel\e.s 
b^en driven to them, as to a sacri^d anchor, when our hearts 
have been overwhelmed within us, and if God continue ns a 
f«Mv years longer, wliat n'peated occasions may arise of flying to 
them again ! Let us cliarge it upon our hearts that we do ho- 1 ^ 
rioiir to our holy profession m every circuinstance, and partien- 
larly in oiir sorrows as well as our joys. When Ih*oviiiencc is 
pleased to make such breaches upon us, let ns '\)oi nor row as 
those who have no hope for onr deceased fricMifls, or for ourselves. 
•Surely vve cannot doubt the very first and most fundamental arti- 
cles of onr faith, the death and resurrection of Jesus, llie.yon I ; 
of Qodj and if we do indeed assuredly believe these, what ii 
blei^cd (Mill of conse(]nenccs will they draw after tliem ! and 
thi^i'coDsetiiicnce most apparently, that they who sleep in Jesus 
shall not fmally ])i‘rish, but shall be hvoughi with him to grace 
his triumph. 

And (i.what a triumph shall that be! L(‘t us now anti* ipate 
the joy with which, if tiruc helieve!:.s^ we shall tlien lift up our 
heads, and see our complete salvjatioir.dravirmg mgh. \Vli;tt 
though we die and moulder imthe gfavfe? the’ saints then alive i;, 
shall not prevent us: though thola.'^tiiiemorialofour namcs iuay 
long have perished from the earth, it shall appear that they are 
written in heaven. And when the l^rd himself (lesiends J'rnn u; 
heaven wnth that earth -rending shouts when ihn tiump of God 
shall sound y his dead shall livv^ like his dead bod\ shall they re- 

• As being taught, AV.] The MSS. of jii'^t and rgi»t» I have ( vpn’s^ed it in Iho 
N'ew College in Oxford, and the Uarbarinc paraphiase, a- 1 ofUn il(» uj such case»; 

JJbrary (No. t of each), add to t»/- that if p^radveeiture any thing that be- 
roi; the wordb ctk co/raorl one longed to Ujc original b.is bren ohiiiU'd 

another xvilfi (fiae u'o. ds qf ihc ISpini. And in the icociveJ eopi. b {\^hu.'h I hr)rdl.v 
though f seq no reason to believe thjlf* suspect,) the reader ui.’.y one ivay (ir ■in 
addition o^ihf0ic, yet, as tlie sen‘<eis other meet it V it. 

VOL. V. ' * ' X ' 



1 8 . The day of Ihp %ord contelh as a fhi0^ in: night ; ' 

hKcr, vive ; they that dwdl.in the dust Khali arise and sing j for his^ dew 
VI, is as that foiling upon herbs, and the earth shall cast forth its 
'dcady (Isa. xxvi. 19.) * ‘ 

liut who can now conceive the rapture with which so many 
j , inilliori^^ shall start up at once from their- beds of <Ju>t, all ar'-ny- 
^ cd in robes of glory, and, spurning the earth in which they have 
been so long entombed, and all thaf is mortal and corruptible, 
shall soar aloft in one joyful compday with those who shall then 
\’^ be found alive , to meet the Lord in the air, forming a mighty 
host, bright as the sun, clear as the moony and awful as an army 
with banners (Cant. vi. 10) ; they shall soar to meet their Lord^ 
attracte d by l)iv>ine love, and borne on in their flight by ari^ 
mighty power, We shall ascend to him, we shall be owned by 
liiin, wc shall be seated near him ; for Christ who is our life shall 
appear, therefore shall we appeal' with him in glory ; (Col. iii. 4.) 
Nor shall it be merely the triumph of one day, or of any limit- 
period, how long soever. It is the promise of bis faithful- 
' ness and of his love, that .so we shall ever be with the Lord. It 
is a glory that never shall decay, a mei'ting secure from all dan- 
ger, from all possibility of future separation. In what circum- 
stance of affliction 'shall not these consolations be felt ? What 
18 torrent of tears shall they not be able to stop ? What groans of 
distressed nature shall they not be sufficient to turn into songs of 
ioy ? Thanks, everlasting, ever new, ever growing thanks be to 
(jod, who alvvays caiiscth us to triumph in Christ, in the views 
of such a felicity ! And let the whole choir of saints, the living 
and the dead, unite in one joyful Anten. 

SECT. VIL " 

The apostle strenuously e ^'horts Ihc Thessalonians to a diligent 
preparation for that important day of Christ's appearance, oj 
which he had been discourwig above, 1. Tliess. V. l — 1 1. 

1 THESSALOlf'fANS V: 1. , y ^ 

cT. I HAVE told you that the solemn day of uni- grr of tile tiines 
vn. versal judgment will certainly come, .and an^ the’ seasons, 
The-, endeavouring to lead your iniuds to 

those views of it which must be most reviving to yon. 

every true believer : but concerning the fiar- 
ticular times and seasons of this grand event, 
with which the (economy of providence} in this 
woiiJd is to close, and some very wonderful oc- 
currences which are to precede it, I am satisfi- 
ed, my brethren, that ye have no need of my 
writing to you accurately and largely. Foryfi F,or yoursebr.'^ 



Th^efo^e they ioitght ml ti> sleepy bui to watch and be sober. 3^9: 

■ ^ 

know perfectly, that yotirsdves (lo already assuredly knowj as where- sncx.* ^ 

we it p»e of our first d?c- 
in the night; tnnes, that the great day oj the.Lordy to which 

our eyes and hearts aro$o much directed, comes^ v.*^^** 
just like a thief ^ in thejfiighty and will surprise 
the lilhiMtantsof the worldin general by a dread- 
ful alarm^ when they are sleepino: in the deep- 

3 For when they est security. For be most ready 3 

things about usUre in perfect peace 
destruction cometh"^«</ i^^d no evil ot any kind threatens us, 

them, as travail VA^n destruction shall come upon them^ 

ujon a woman with them as inevitably and painfully as 

not escape. travail comes upon a woman with ckild^ whose 

days are accomplished, and they shall not be 

4 But ye, brethren, able by any means to escape it. But I am per- 4 

are not in datkness, suaded, that yow, my brethren^ are not sleeping 
th^that day bhoidd y dai'kness; but tliaty as you have the liglit of 
thief. the gospel shining around you, it is your desire 

to act so agreeably to its dictates and to main- 
tain such a sense of the great and important 
prospect it opens upon you, as to have no rea- 
son to ajiprebend, but that the day of which I 
speak, or the day of death, which shall consign 
you to Its unalterable doom, should come upon you. 
as a thief y or surprise you in an unprepared state. 
b Ye are all the Vov ye are. ally by profession, the children of the 3 
lityh!^ ct'iid the children of the daVy as ye call 
day ; we are not of yourselvcs Christians, and I trust are so, not in 
iiiB Might, nor of dark, name oiily, but in truth. Since we are not of 
the nighty nor of darkness y if we really answer 
our profession, by which we are so indispensably 
obliged, to endeavour to resemble the Divine. 

Being in holiness, and to maintain a temper and 
conduct which should not fear examination and 
f. Therefore let us discovery : Since this t/mrefore is the case, Ui^ 
not sleep as rft> others; answer tile engagement, and not sleep as the 

b^soblr;* '*^*** * ^*****'^ ^’^'"^^ *^*^“^*^ let US watch and be 

• ^ sober; tiiat we may not be obnoxious to any un. 

7 For flicv oiai reasonable and unwelcome surprkse. Fi>r theyl 
bleep, sleep in the ^^jiQ sLcpy generally choose to sleep in the nighty 
;ii!'ht; ai) they that ai'e arunkeHy if they have not quite 


* Comrlh like <? tkirf\] Mr. Blaekw^ll 
iustly ob.'iCivob the reniarkabln emphasis 
of this passage. A ihitj routes upop peo- 

ple when they arc bound in slrep^ and 

tliey awake jii aiiiuzciiient and ('onfusion, 

b^'inu: found unarmed and in an helpless 

;j->jture; /mjtgs'comc upon a uymarit when 


perhaps she is eating, drinking, or laugh- 
ing, and thiifks of nothing less than that 
hour. And here it is said, not that the 
day of the Lord mil come thus, but that 
it n Qctualljf coming y whic h increases the 
awfulness Q^the representation. Black- 
wall’s Sac. Class. Voi, 1, p. 209. 



3:20 Chris/ idJis are not appointed to 'wrdih, b'uCtb saiv'diioftt 


SECT. 

vn. 


of decency, are be drunken, are drim- 
is the "*®**‘' 


outgrown all common sense 
dnniki'u in the night; whereas the (iay 
seasoii of wakefulness, hobrict^’, and labour. 

7 ihenB, us not therefore, by our negligent, and dis- 8 But us wiio 

• • solute beli>viour, seem, #s it were, to turn the {;rr,”p,a,^„''/on'.‘'i';« 

day into mgnt. But tef us, C hristians, wAo, as breast -pi ate of faith 
1 said before, are the children nf the day, be so- and love; and for an 
• her, and keep on our (rnard agaiiibt our spiritual the hope of 

enemu's, putting on Ihc breast-plate oj tuith ana 
j. love, wliicli will defend us against their mortal 

'■ attacks; and [for] an hebnet, the lively hope of 

that eternal which God liath promised, 

and which, if rightly understood, may be abun- 
dantly sufticient to bear us.througli all the dan- 
gers which may lie in our way to it. 
f) And, blessed bo God, there is room for arm- ? For God hath 
‘ iijg ourselves witli such an hope, for God hath oMain 

mt, as he justly might have done, destined ns to salvation by our Lord 
bear for ever the final consequence of his wrath, Jesus chriit. 
to which our disobedience to him had rendered 
us obnoxious; hut he hath been pleased to ap- 
point ns io the ablaining of that great salvation 

* set liefore us in the gospel bj our Lord Jesus 
Christ, wlio hath procured it for all true be- 
lievers, and will assuredly at length bestow it 

' lOupoti them.- lie therefore continually \ijindful ""bo difd for 
of that con* passionate. Redeemer, zcho not only 
snl/jccied h’unself to the many burdens and in- jbouM lI^(^ logiyffier 
cohveniencies of mortal life for our sakes, hut "'hb him. 
evr*n died in all the ignominy and agony of the 
cross /VO*- us, that whether ire wake or steep, we 
should live together with hi,n;^ that while we 
live, or wlicn we <lie,'tbe life, and happiness of our 
immortal souls should be s^ire, in an union to 
him which iicaih itse4f shall never be able to 
‘ } * dissolve. 7 f.erefore cojnfori yourselves and one n Whcicfore, 

another with the thoughts at this great salva- yourselves 

tipn, and edity each to those contrnued irnpn ve- 


'> 11 hciher vir rtri/r or sit ,■■/), &C.3 Some 
interpret tins still nioir literally than I 
have dotw’, as if he had said, “ Whether 
Christ comes in the inglil, when mc 
are sleeping on ourbed'*, or in the day, 
viben we awake, and bii-vy in the 
“ puTfint of our common- ail'airs.’^ But 
Z'&slenpin^ had just before been put for 
4eiah, it seems moie natural to interpret 
this oiause, as spcaliing of 'the state of 
iitbetieri, whether alwc or f/tufl, A od then 


1 think it mu'-a contain a (brert proof of 
the /?/e qf the soul, widic the Ir dy is sleep- 
ing in the grave. Cod' forbid, that any 
should uixftrstainl these words, as inti- 
mating that Christ’s death is iiilendcd to 
secure oiir solvation, whether we take 
any . ) 0 ratchfu) care of it or not. Yof, 
alas, the generality of Christians live as 
if that were the genuine and old y inter- 
pretation ' 



Reftectum on out oUigations fo watchfulness: 32^1 ^ 

one another, even as ments ill the life of holiness, wliich may corres- sect. 
aisoyedo. pond tQ S9 glorious a hope. This is most ap-^ vn. ; 

parently your duty, and, as I know many gQod 
and valuable things of you, I atn dso persuaded 
thztyou do indeed make conscience <d' it. j 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Since we continually sec so many around us sndtlcnly sur- 
prised into the eternal world, and fixed in that state in which 
^ judgment will (^nd theoi, Jet us be very careful, that the daij of 
iJie Lord may not overtake m as 't thief but that we maiiifarn a 
continual natch. How many are at this hour speaking peace^ 
and safety to themselves, over whose heads instantaneous de- 
stri^ction is hovering, such a destruction that they shall neverS 
be able to escape, never able to recover from it! 

Let us endeavour to awaken ourselves and each other. Are 
we not indeed all children of the day? Let us rouse ourselves, 5 
and use the light,, that by it we may dispatch our labours, and, 
favoured by it, be guarded against the most sudden attacks of 
our spiritual enemies. Let us be sober and vigilant^ lest our 
versary the devil break in upon us by a surpri.se, which the un- 
expected weapons by which he attacks. us may render yet more 
dangerous. 

Our own armour is described and provided, if we seek it from 3 
the magazine of God!^ Let laiih and love ever defend our breast. 

' fcet the hope of salvation cover our head. Lotus adore the Di. 

clemency and mercy, tiiat we are not appoiiitedunto wrath, 
but enjoy the views of such a salvation, to be obtained by Jesus i? 
Christ. .As he hath done his part to procure it for us, having died 
for this important purpose, let us exert ourselves to the utmost 
in our proper sphere lor securing it, that we may lay hold on 10 
eternal life. Then may we be happily indifferent to life or 
death : while we continue in the bo'oy, when that i.s sleeping in 
the grave, and our souls remain in the invisible world; and when 
our sleeping du&l shall be roused, and both soul and body live 
in unremitting vigour and entjrgy, beyond the need of that re- 
pose which i.s now so necessary, — still in each of these different 
states w'i shall live with him ; and he will make t.he progre.ssion 
of the soul from one state of being to another, its progre.s.sion to 
plages of increasing holiness and joy. In the persuasion of this, 

Het us comfort, exhort, and edify each other, and we shall feelii 
the energy of the exhortations vvc.give, and the sweetness of the 
consolations we adininistei. 


I 





■^2 


They should reverence (heir ministers^ ' 


SICCT. VIII. 

The apostle concludes his epistle with a variety qf Short ps'actu,:’ 
exhortations and advices. I Thess. V. 1 2-— to the end. 


1 THESSALONIANS V, 12. 

SECT. I HAVE exhorted jou to endeavour to comfort 
viu * and eilify one another, but 1 would not by 
be understood as intimating, either that the 
i Thess. proper work of your ministers is to be taken out 
of their hands, or that any slight is to be put upon 
them in the execution of it. On the contrary, 
we beseech you, brethren^ to know^ to reve- 
rence, and respect those that labour amoug yoit 
in that important office, and preside over you in 
the name of the Lord;^ whose business it is 
publicly to instruct yjpu, and personally to ad- 
l^vtonish t/cUy as occasion shall require. It is in 
love to his church, that Christ bath appointed 
such officers, and you will find the benefit of 
their assistance in the whole of your Chrisiiiin 
course. 1 would therefore advise and charge 
you to esteem them exceedingly in lovCy on the ac^ 
count of their work, in which they are tHfe re- 
presentatives of him who is the great Shepherd 
of the sheep. [^And'^ 


1 niEES. V. 12. 
AN!) Tve bi.s<*pch 
you, brethrt'i), 
to know them which 
labour amoii^ 
and are over you in 
the Lord, and admu* 
nish yo\^ } 


13 And to esteem 
tlu m very highly in 
love for their works 
-akc*. be at 

peace among your^ 
bclves. 


your own, let me fart 


for their sakes as well as 
ler press you to be at peace 
wilh one another^ and to guard against the first 
risings of any thing whicli might alienate your 
affections; as it is impossibh- for you to conceive 
how much mischief might spring up in the so- 
ciety, from causes of this kind, which may 
seem in their beginnings too inconsiderable to 
14 he regarded. And we also exhort yoUy bre- 
thren ^ that you would ail in a proper manner 


14 Now, we co- 
hort you, brethren, 


» Preside over you, &C.] ITfloiir«fx*v»; 
may sif^nify those who preside aver ytuir 
iissemilies and moderate m 'them. There 
were rtrlainly many perfiona endowed 
with miraculous gifts in this church, and 
there might have been danger of great ir> 
regularities, such a<; prevailed in the 
church at Corinth, (chap. v. 19 — 21,) if 
some had not been appointed to preside 
oVer the rest during the time of public 
e^e^oi^fs Such officers there aLo verc 


in the Jewish synagogues, as is* well 
known. Compitre 1 'I’im. v. 17. Sec 
Bar. Misc. Vol. I. p. 81— R4, and the note 
on Heb xiii. 17. But it is evident that 
ministers^ by virtue of their general of 
ficc, may be said to preside over Chris 
tian assemblies, even though there were 
no such peculiar need of their interpo- 
sition; to moderaieor direct the exercise 
of their gifts who were ofliciating ii^ 
public. 



V 


ani( live in peace, anSieh^e suitably ta t/«it brelbroi: 3’^ ,,: 

. * , i 

unrul^'**^infort the pious ministers, overseers, and st;ci. , 

fleble^rainded^ elders, iii all proper acts of (’hristian discipiiiu?; Viit. 

. .. . * 11-1 ’ * .1 ‘ - ^ . I . I • - I 


port the weak, be pa- and likewise, thatye end(‘avour by private .. 

tieiit toward all men. dresses, as Pi ovidciicc gives you an opportuiiiLy, ^ 
to promote the interests of true religion in the 
• hearts of each other. And in ibis view, admo* 
nish them that are disorderhj^^ and unruly, ne- 
glecting, and proudly refusing to keep the rank 
which God hath assigned tliein ; covifurt the 
feeble minded^ whose courage and resolution is 
ready to fait them, under the many difficulties 
with which in present circmn&lances you are sur- ,, 
rounded; succour tht ijceak and infirm, whether 
in body or mind, and be long-suffering toumrU 
ally not ready to drive the justest censure to an 
excess, till every softer and more gentle method 
i.i See that none has been tncd. And whatever injury aiiy ofl-j 
render evil for evil received, wbetlicr from pioft'sscd 

f'verfollowthat’oiieh ^ftciids, or Irolu avowed cnouiics, see iiiat no 
is good, both among one Vender to any evil Jor evily but atuuiijs pur- 
yourselves, and to all xi'hich IS good ; endeavouring to the ut- 

most to promote the happiness of all about you. 
Maintain tins temper both toioards each otheVy 
that is, towards ail your fcllo\v-Chri.-»tians, and 
towards all meiiy not excepting your eneiiiiis 
and persecutors; sun? by this means cither to 
mollify their hearts, or at least to ap|>r<>ve your 
own conduct in the sight of God, and to make 
whatever evil you suttbr, the oeca.sion of ob- 
taining from him blessings, which will infinitely 
10 Rejob tj ever- count<'rl)idance it. And, in expectation of 16 
this, he ulxi-ays rejoicing^ in the midst of your 
trials and afflictions, knowing that your com- 
plete redemption i^ approachmu, and liiat in 
the mean tune you have always the prc.scnce ol 
your God and your Saviour, from which you 
ma}^ derive unutterable satisfaction and ileliglii, 

, sufficient to support you under all your suffer- 

IV Pra.Y without ings. And,’ ill onler to maintain and improve ! 7 
this holy joy, pray incessantly:^ Be con- 


^ Arc disonlc) ly,'\ So alaxloi -is properly 
/rendered. It m well known to be a fnilt- 
tary term, expressing the character t»f 
soldiers who keep not their atid will 
not know their colours. 

^ Be (dxnays rcj(ncing.'\ The’ words 
wrvMi may express the form of 'a 


salutitioD, as if he hUd said, vicy you «/- 
Vi'eys be prosperous utul happy ; but as tlu y 
are put among so many otlii r sliort ex- 
hortations, I think this version much pre- 
ferable. 

^ l*i ay incessantly.'] 'Mint is, <// a!lpT>‘- 
per seasons. So the l.uint oUcnix;; pri;-' 



/r24 . They should, not quench the Holy Spirit i 

sLcr. stnnt in your stated devotions at ibeir returning 
vMi. Kcason,, and endeavour to Iveep’your raind« ha- 
biuiaily [)rcj)ared lor those pious ejaclilations, 
y***t***'uhie!i !iave so happj a tendency to promote 
the Christian temper, or for any sudden call you 
may have to address yourselves more solemnly 

18 to the Divine Majesty* And, whatever your 18 In c\ery thiny; 
circumstances mav be, remember not only your 
ae(iciKlence on Ood, but your obligation to him, chii^tJehuscoucorn- 
and inci'erij thing; give thanks; since it is fcer- ingyou. 

tain, you can m^ver be encompassed with such 
alHictions as not to liave niucli greater cause of 
thankfulness tiian complaint. And this cheer- 
ful grateful spirit you should be concerned to 
maintain, Jor this is the ivill of God in Christ 
Jesns, xvith regard tn you Christians; as by giv- 
ing you his Son, and with him all the invaluable 
blessings oi' his covenant, he has laid a founda- 
tion for perpetual thankfulness, that m!iy justly 
support the demand. 

19 Moreover, that this temper may be preserved Quench notuic 
in your minds, take heed that yc quench not 

the sacred Hame of the JJoly Spirir in any of 
' liis inlluonces, as you know it is his great office 
to excite and maintain every pious and devout 
alYcctiou in the soul. Especially be careful 
that yc do not damp it, by indulging in any de- 
gree to a sensual or malevolent disposition, which 
must su naturally provoke him to withdraw both 
, 20his gifts and his graces. And, as a regular cio Despise not pro 
attendance on Divine ordinances will greatly 
'' tend to vlierish his intlucnccs, and a neglect of 
public vvorshiji proportiooi^biy obstruct them, 
de'^p.'.'je •not the holy exercises of prophesy ings^^ 
ill which the mihisicrs of Clirist, interpret scrip- 
ture by a singular inspiration, or speak to men ^ 

veuU'il i very moruinp and rveniiij;;, is refoKJnee to the (icsnuit of the Spirit 
citilcd I >jpefm(. Ix’v. xi. 20. Compare \t\ fimne .i/' /» a*, is he 'supposes then* may 
I oke .\) V. JiS, \xiih Act'S ii. 4 S, -M. See al.su be in Ur- u rd 2 Tim. 

■\ho .(oh I wiii. 20. i. 6. St'c the iiuie thciv-. 

» ‘hn'i h not tkt' This has ge- ^Despise N.'t pmifhc.tfin ^: This cau*! 

Ticrallv expounded Q' referring to tioii, as ev plained in the paraphrase, maj, 
r/Z/t' the exiTcibe of xvhich perhaps iiiUinate, that the ni j,;! eel of n 
in t*'eni tUcs or otlrcis should not be due repaid to pro/»/iev 72 >i Tvbieh sonie 
hindon (’omparcl 'I’irn. iv. 14, 1 (Jor. -were too ready to despise, niipht be, a 
.xix. ly Tlw* phra'se here used, aecord- inca.uj ot bla-^ling even those niorcsplrn- 
iijg: to t pai tic»r]arly Lord Rarring- did }riffh\xhich they rm^lit be tempted to 

fun, (M . Sacr. Vol. I. p. 140.) has a prefe; to them. ^ 



The^ should pi'ovi all th^gSy and abstain from all evil. 325 

by way of exhortation or couifort ; but listen to sect. 
them with reverence, and own the authority of vnf. 

• God as speaking in Ins appointed messengers. 

21 Prove qil things; Yet bf Upon voiir guard that ye are not inipos- Vs2T.* 
that^which ninth importance, and 

take not every forward assertion for an oracle 
from God ; but tty all things with attention, 
examine the validity of the pretensions which 
• ' are made to extraordinary inspiration, and when 
you have discussed them with impartiality and 
. diligence, tlien re.so!uiety holdfast that which is 
^oodj .and be not prevaifed upon to deny, or re- 
ject it on any considerations. 

'j : Abstain from all Uemeinberalso, that, in order to preserve your 22 
. jppearance of <’m 1. innoct'iice, it will bc ncccssary to guard against 
circumstances of strong temptation, and tn:ng$ 
concerning the lawfulness of which you may 
have just suspicion, though you cannot abso- 
lutely pronounce them to be criminal. I exhort 
you therefore, as you value your safety, to a6- 
siain from all that has so much as the appearance 
of evily and from whatever may be likely to 
prove the occasion of sin. 

2 rj And ti5e very Jnd while I ihusurgcyou to proper diligence 23 
caution on your part, 1 join to my counsels 
I ardent and affectionate prayers for you. 

whole bpiiit, and May the God of peace himself that God w^ho 
floul, and hodv bc rccoiicilcd US, and IS become the source 

unto the coriiing of 0* ull prosperity aftd happiness, sanctify yoxi ou 
Ihrly^ in all the p.arts of your nature ; and [/ 
pray God that] t/ourwhole constitution ^ or frame, 
your rational spirit^ your animal svnl^ and your 
hodij^ animated by it, way be so kept blameless by 
^ Divine grace Utow, as to be pre.scntcd with the 

greatest lionour and acceptance at flic appearance 

irlwle const liulion, Sii\] I wiylj I ihu'e/haimt s'llJanccs^ X\\ii tnlinnal 
ksd known beitor bow to render '!iXox^>)pv the ant-na! &oul.t and Uie visildt* boUj. He 
which being followed by to wyti /ATt, sceifib to buppose, from Hcb. i\. 12, the 
X,''» ilwi:*ongtiL not, asiiioui xeraion, two former may bc heparah d ; and ^ome 
Jo be rendered as an adjetlnr fo the first, have thought tliat ht ares, I * or. 

Y sigiiilies the wfule Jiame of iiatore al- xiv, 14, 13, that vne m now v\li:it the 

'Sited to you, ll u very evident, that vihtr doe.s not. riiis t a place tu 

irti apostle, in the follow Iiig wonls, re- state or examine this i al large ; it 

rors to a notion wlm h, as <he leannd oertainlt^ derives great weight fr«'in this 

Vitringahas very accurately ^hewiBjfV'itr. My cm ions rea ers nifiy ronsnit, 

Obs. lib. iii. cap. 4.) prevailed amoci^ the iio.'*idei the CMininciit.-' 'ur», IJiilift 
fuhbies as well as the philo.sophcriv tfeat Script. V J. f p. '^9, isc 
iJif 3 person of a man w.x-i eoi.'-'titutcd c l 



326 lie prays for them, and desires their pr Ayers for him. 


SECT, of our Lord Jesus Christ, whensoever it shall be. 
vni. Tliis I desire it, and cheerfully hppe it, for 
^Jaiihful [iv] he who hath called you to the Chris- 
~‘tiai) faivii, who also will do this; since [if] is 
what lie hath graciously promised to all true be- 
lit^vors. whom he hath committed to the care of 
Cii»'i^t, as their Shepherd, who will, give them 
cteriiai life, and will raise them up in the last 
day. 

-5 This is the glorious gospel wc preach, and, 
that we may be successful in preaching it, I en- 
treat you, brethren-^ to pray for iis ; for we 
greatly need and greatly value the prayers of 

26 our fellow Christians. And when yc assemble 
together, in token of your mutual aftection, and 
agreeably to the custom which hath long pre- 
vailed, salute all ike brethren ])resent uith an 
holy hs'^ ; and lot the sisters in like manner sa- 
lute cac!) other, taking care to conduct this ac- 
tion with the strictest modesty and propriety. 

27 As 1 write these things, not merely for the pe- 
vu^al of this or that particular friend into whose 
liands they may first fall, but for general use, 
and, as the importance of them is very great, I 
adjure yoUj by the authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, committed to me, that this epistle be 
read to all the holy brethren of your church, at 
some time when you are all gathered together 

28 for Divine worship. And, that you may be 
sure It is genuine, I add with iiiy own hand niy 
general benediction, J/ai/ the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ [k'J alway:> with yoii^ to support 
that principle of true Christiauity which he hath 
implanied in jour souls, till' the purjioscs of his 
love be completed in your: verlasting salvation. 
Amen,, 


ourLord Jcbus Christ/ 
24 Faithful is h(f 
that caltcth you, wh^ ' 
also ^il do if. 


25 Brethren, pray 
for us. 


» 


Grrot .ill tlx, 
brethren 
ki2>s. 


I rliur^fC vm; 
by tlir I.OTii, that 
thi‘> epistle be rend 
unto all the holy 
brethiTu. 


‘2K The grace of onr 
Lord Jesus ('hribt t/c 
with you. Amen, 


IMPROVEMENT. 

What a variety of excellent instructions does this fihort'sev- 
tioii contain ! yt‘.a, how much is expressed in some of its shortes. 
sentences ! Hut how hard is it for our degenerate hearts to learp 
these lcs.sc)ns which so few words arc sufficient to express! Thii 
Ver. 16 . habitual joy in God, this constant disposition to prayer, thf : 
17 thankful temper, that upon every call may overflow in thanks-’ 
i S p i\ ing, this aostinence from every apj^arance of evil, “ Blessed 
22'* I.orJ 1 wc need a better spirit than our own to teach ,us these 
28 ‘‘ things. May thy grace be with us, and may none of us quench 
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"Vhe Spirit, nor despise those ordinances which by hishpaven- sect. 
ly communications he so iotften owns!” Let us endeavour by vni. 
daily importunity of prayer, ta engage more of his 
cions and nurify ing influences, to ssAictify the whole frame of our ‘ 
nature, our spirits, our souls and our bodies; that we may so" 
understand hnd choose, so love and delight in Diyine things, 
and maintain so regular and Constanta command over our appe- 
tites of flesh and blood, and all the irregular propensities of ani- 
mal nature, that we may be continually fit for the appearance 
of Christ, and be more like what we ‘hope we shall be, when 
f resented btfore the presence qf his glory* ^ 

To promote this; let us watch over one another in the Lord. 14 
I.et C'liristian societies preserve a regular discipline, with a due 
mixture of zeal and tenderness. Let the fri^pdsliip of private « 
persons be rendered mutually subservient to religious improve- 
ment, and let a due regardf be ever to those who labour 
among them, and preside over them iBbe Lord. They will 12 
not require a blind submission to their States, if they rightly 
understand the gospel they are to teach. They will allow, they 
will encourage, they will urge their hearers to prove all things, 
which even the apostles themselves, with all their plenitude of 21 
inspiration, did not think it beneath them to do. But they who 
thus candidly enquire, and are determined to hold fast what is 
truly good, knowing how excellent an office the ministry is, 
knowing how much the edification of the church depends upon 
it, will esteem those that bear it very highly in love, for their 
works sak(*, and in whatever instances they may be constrained, 
by what they judge to be the evidence of truth, to differ from 
their brethren, or ev(^n from their teachers, will be solicitous to 
maintain harmonj' and love in the societies to which they belong, 
as it bec omes them to do who ate the disciples of that wisdom 
from above, which hath taught them inseparably to connect t:; 
their regards to purity and peace. 


THE END or Tlir. T^MU.Y EXPOSITOR ON THE I-IIIST EPIS I LF 
'iO THE THESSALONIANS. 
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A 


GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 

PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON THE 

SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONJANS. 


TT has been already observed, that the first epistle to 
^ the Thessalonians was written from Corinth, about 
the year of our Lord 5 ^ ; and as I’imothy and l^as ap- 
pear, from the inscription of this second epistle, xo have 
been still with the apostle, it has generally been conclud- 
ed, that ho wrote it while he continued in the same city, 
and not long after the former. — (See Vol. III. § 41, note/.) 

The general design of it is to confirm the Thessalo- 
nians in their Christian profession, and to comfort them 
under the sufferings to which they were exposed. Be- 
sides which, the apostle sets himself to rectify some mis- 
taken apprehensions they seem to have entertained 
about the coming of Christ; and to direct them in the 
exercise of Christian discipline, towards some irregu- 
lar members of the society. 

I'liis epistle, (which, like the former, bears St. Paul’s 
w'/inif, \titb tliose of Timothy and Silas, in the inscrip- 
lion,) begins with a devout acknowledgment to Codfoi 
iSie eminent attainments which the Thessalonians had 
ylia(h‘ in religion, and particularly for the zeal and fide- 
lity with which they adhered to the Christian cause in 
tlio midst of pei^ecutio^. To support and animate them 



under tiieir trials, the apostle reminds them of the dis 
> tinguislicd honouf that would, be ednferred ou all th* 
saints at the coming of Christ, and th© vengeance tha^ 
■ would at the same tifne overtake all the enen>ies of ihe 
gospel, assuring them of his coust.)nt prayers, for their 
farther iraprovenieiit mthe Cliristtan character, in order 
to their attaining the felicity that waif promised; chap, i, 
throughout , — -But, lest by mistaking the meuniugof what 
he had said or wrote to them at any 'time upo^i that 
Subject,' or by any other tneans theyabould be deceived 
into an opinipn that the judgment-day w'a.s near at 
liand, he informs them, that before this awf;il period 
there would be a grand apostacy in the church, and an 
anticliristian power, which he calls , the man of sin, 
would arise, and greatly obstruct the progress of the 
gospel, arrogantly assuming to itself the Divine autho- 
rity, and by pretended miracles leading multitudes into 
the grossest and most fatal delusions- Sofne beginnings 
of this spirit he observes were already discoverable, and 
as sQOj^as those restraints which then lay upon it were 
rgmoVVu, it would brc'ak out in all i^ force, and conti- 
nue to spread its lualignant iuiluence, till it should be 
finally destroyed by the coming of Christ j t hap. ii, — 1 
12- I'lu'sc views lead him to express his thankful- 

ness to God, that the Thessaloni&os .had escaped this 
cerruption which began so early to prevail in the church, 
iiivl had given such oroofs of their entering into the 
true spirit and genius of Christianity, by the hapjiy ef- 
fect their belief had ]jroduced upon their lives and cha- 
racters. But, k.st they should think themselves secure, 
he exhorts them to steufastuess and constancy in their 
profession ofthetruthj and adds his earnest supplica- 
tions for their increasing comfort and establishment. At 
.the same time he desires their prayers. that his labbuV;s 
miglit be a^gnded with the same suc(:e.ss amongst otherj. 
as they had been amongst then); and that he might be 
delivered from the opposition that was made to him by 
unreasonable men, expressing withal his cheerful con- 
fidence in their continued regards to the instruction^ 
he had/givcu them, ver, 1'^. — ^^iip. iii. I — 5. 



to the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, Sbrj 

The apostle, having borne so honourable a testimony 
t|> the character of the ThesKalonians in general, p;o- 
feeds to give them direeliuns for their conduct towai ds 
some irregular members of the society, and cliarges 
them to \Yitlidraw themselves from those that behave 
disorderly, and, neglecting the proper business of their 
calling, busied themselves imp('rtinently in theconei;rns 
of others. lie exhorts such to attend to their own af- 
fairs, and carefully to provide for their own subsistence, 
♦that they might not be a burden to olher.s. And, to 
add greater weight to his admonitions, he reminds them 
of llie example he had set them while at 'riie.ssaloniea, 
in • aintai.'iing himself by fl»e labour of liis own limids, 
tiiough, considering his character as an apostle, he had 
certainly a right to have been support('d at their cx- 
penee. H any one, notwillisteuding, shoull refuse to 
comply with this exhortation, or with tluvse l)e iiad 
given them in his former epistle, he directs his Chris- 
tian friends to exclude hiin from tludr familiarity and 
fnetidshi)), that he might he made sensibh; of his fault ; 
yet he advises them to treat liim not as an enemy, but 
to adinouisli him as a brother. "J’lie {ip(»stle having 
thus sutlieiently iuslrueted the Thessalouians in tin ir 
duty. on tliis imj>ortai\t aitich*, eoncludes with his usual 
salutation, written with his own hand. 

Theatfentiu? reader will easily perceive that thi.s, 
though the shortest of all St. Paul’s episile.s to the 
churches, is not iliferior to anv of then) in tli'* suhlimi- 
ty of the sentiments, and in that exeellent spirit by 
which all the writings of the apostle are distingtii.'iiied. 
Besides those marks of its gc-miiuenes.'. and Divine au- 
thority, which it bears in common with the rest of tiiese 
epistles, it has one peculiar to itself, from the exact re- 
pr.'sehtation it contains of the papal jiower, under the . 
characters of the tnon of sin, and th<,‘ nufstcry of im(jniiy. 
For, considering how directly opposite tin' principles 
liene described were to the genius of Chiisliaiiity, it 
iihjst have appeared, at the time when this ipistle was 
written, highly improbable to all human ap[)roheusion, 

VOL. V. . Y 
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that they should ever have prevailed in the Christiar^ 
church; and consequently a prediction like this, whicia 
answers so exactly in every particular^ to the evenq>>, 
roust be allowed to carry its own evidence along with 
it, and to prove that the author of it wrote upder a Di- 
vine influence. For a farther illustration of this argu- 
roent, see Dr. Benson’s Dissertatiort on the Man of 
Sin. 



A 


PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON TIIK 


SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE AIWILE 
'ro THE THESSALONIANS. 


SECT. I, 


The apostle expresses his Joy in the constancy with which the 
Thessulonians adhered to the Christian cause, and animates 
them against the persecutions to which they were still exposed, 
by the prospect of that glory that would be conferred upon 
them at the coming of Christ. 2 Thcss. 1 . 1 . throughout. 


2TnKs. I. I. 2 THESSALONIANS F. 1, 

pAT L, aiiA siuv.. JpAUL and Silvanus, or Silas, and Timothy, 
nub, and Timo- being Still contiiuicci together, renew the 
tiicus, V"'” address we formerly made to the church of the 
saiouians, in God our t hcssaumians ; wliicl) IS HOW by Divine goodness 
fatherland the Lord in a State of unioti and friendship with God, our 
Jesus Christ: great and ever-blessed Father, and the Lord Je- 

sus Christ; having been so bappy us some time 
since to receive the gospel, and still to retain the 
‘ Grace unto you, profession of it. And wc piust now, as before,: 

express that sincere benevolence, wliich reigns 
in all onr hearts towards you, by wishing, as 


SECT. 

I. 

2 'Fhess, 

I. 1. 



03 \j Paul animates the Thessahmians under their trials^ 

f 

sr.cT. t!tt'n did, the* roinmunicatioii o( race to you ^ 

J- ami iihiiiuLiiu'e of /A'V7£V^,traii.jniHity, and ha[)|;)i- j ^ 
(/ud our Fathtr, and fioni the Lord 
j n ( nrist, 

^ Wc siiiccirely sy;T>iMt!rKa* jou \i\ all your 3 ^We are bound 
tiials, yet wo ijro t'iat u^e ou^/it uhvaijs V* 

in yjvc thanks lo (ind an your arn'dini^ brethrni^ iMs 
6- ti is ft a;v{ brcau^ic your faith, that > our i!iMhf;row. 

ni^Lwithst^n llito all that is dotlc to l)last it, and «•<!* ('xrivdinply^aful 
traiijple ir .Km-.i:, i:,\r.:u-th , rcrc,li,i'r!,i/, and 
hir 0 / '0'.;/ rf y..ii nil fonard^ one amt her rach other ahoiiude 

./V. tuM'.* on 1 li’-r t ; \o!»r foitli drawing 

CiMifinn l‘•(^.n yonrsuif' ii;ig-.,an(l your 
> ” 1 : o of thoin C!».^:imng von tondorly to |)ily, and 
to do yt'in* nt’no-t fr r tin* rulnd* of those who 
s}iai:‘ in ihvn), rn. 1 at I In* same lime endearing 
^ .'.n th:n one hod,v wl»u*h ihe woiM so crnt‘!- 
iy liatvs, and so ondieioMsIy cndenvtmrs to ties- 
jirov. And those G'ood di^^oositions are through '* that wo our- 
ton Disine^ g*}..o^-, vo viMnarkahle in yon, ihr riHnrhosoi’fh.cl, 
xv' do anrschiS ind‘*e t boast of in all f-.r >oiir|)..ii. ncc.uui 
<l i{rL‘.:i> ('J (iod lo w! .no wo (••nnr, on atrount mujH your pci- 
»// •/• ;/ iihwt:niod pu^i^^^tr and lively niishakoii 
Juifii hi ilv* ii;hl.«,r oi' all ijour perseculioHSj and j.u* : 
t!ie varioii'i ir/!>u!ti/ion^ of oiv‘ kind and another 
j^bich ijou ondiar; [il'/iU’h s/ial/,] on tiu*, whole, - is a ma- 
.'ipnfar to [/r] so lar from provi tig iiiconsistonl 
wilhtlio honoured the l)'\ine g(;voriim(*nt, that, offtofi, that yrmny 
(Ml tlie contvarv, thev shall teinunate in a glori- hnduuttci uorthv 
ou.s Iind advancing (/■/, 7-','..'; oftlu- righteous jud^- llrSr.".S: 
y^CfU of that VC vi /?; be appn^ved in some iVr: 

drgr 'C Horthf/fJ the kur^unm o! (io)tl, for ’U'hich 
yr a/o ) suffer i ih,’t ye may appear l>y ihes(' trials 
eiho pessi ssed of s'u:h im ^nty and patience, of 
stn li n.f*'. 1 ness and "Ujxnonty to this transitory^ 

World, a*» to be fit for those seats of superior 
dignity and hlcssedimss on winch ymij arc to 
;o!iU‘r. It shall also he the means of displaying s.tiny a u 
ilie Divine justice, in the punishment to .he in- 
nicied on \our implacable enemies; yer [// />] tnh.iiation to them 
If nun I righteuifs aiul hononrablo thug u'itli God, that tnmblt you; 
lofcpuj/ tribidution to thivi itho bring tribulu- 


» // tti\p^inj Ih ihaps wi\y tt'Tminate \\\ t^wch ^ display otTuwav 

liiiv f.*rthi.T iinply, that the bVit^Tings of vcngearioo, b\it that those seeming irre- 
jfoot* men aufl the triuinjihaut prosperity gnlnritics do even woty declare, that thm 
^‘f their pcrtcjutiug « shuuM not shall be such a day of ictiibution. 



bj/ the prospect of Chrisfs appearance to judgment 337 

fionen you, accountinf>’ with them in the {^reat sf.ct. 
(Jay for all the (Jvils they have inflicted on you *• 
unprovoked, anil while you were engaged in 
7 And to you most equitable and benevolent cause, 1 , 7 , ‘ 

who are iroubUd, Other hand it wdll ap|)car equally suit- 

t‘hri!nVj™issi.ail honour of the Divine govcrmneni, ' 

be rcvtaied from to repay UYito you who suffer this tnbuluiwn rest 
iR'avtii, with his if present world, where we 

iM.i,iiLv angt s, ourselves expect it, yot at last in the re-- 

velation of the Lord Jesus Thrist from heaven^ 

• with his vn^hty angels^ who shall be the mi- 

nisters of his power in the execution of his 
I. l i lhmill.^MIl(^ j'idgriiont. And nothing run S 

takin;- vtnfrtMnt'coii be moiv comfurtilhle to the pi’rseculetl saint, 
tW'iu that know not think of this illusirious up|)etnance, 

!,otli,e"tl.ol<.fm.r’ « lion Jesus shall (h'send in liis railu-r'-. ^Ury 
Lord jesjut. Christ ; and his own, surioinulcd xnth j{u}nuii* fur, to 
execute vc7igcancc on those whu hnuu not (iod, 
bnt presumplnously neglect and dcspisr tlic in- 
timations, yea and thr express decl;nail»>ns, ol 
liis will with whicli he has I'avonrcd ihi.'in ; and 
especially to indict deserved pniiislnncnt upon 
those who obey not. (he gospel ol our j.oril Jrsu'i 
* Christy though they ha\<.* received n iii all ils 

•nvho hhall Ik' iKi- evidence, 'rhey who add Uie rejection ol tliat'# 
i'i>,iu‘d with.xrrla^t- .g| other Crimes, can expect neither re- 

DiiT d«sti uvlion tioiii I 1 .. / // n y ■ • . 

til" pre^fi.cv of .hr normerev, l>nt yw// a-.Miredly/^ pmns/icd 

and Ir-Jin thr 1 7,:V/// | c/r;'//u/ which shall, ^.'v 11 «.r( , 

Jury of hi.-, pouii; loytjj lightning upon iliein, Jrum the 

fair if the Lora’\ and drive th('iii //'(;7;/ his pie* 
sence, as it v\ill ho uticrh iinpi>vMbl(* for ilitMU 
to siand against his glorwns ntj-uery s\ inch will 
l)e armed lor their ruin, and ^h^lle loitli uiih 
J'»Whrni'« shall irri'^isiible brigliiiKss and in;iie>,i\, // 
tomr to hr uKuiied ,9//,/// eonir 10 bc i^torifnd m llie I’nil asseinhlv of 

hr^'iolinirrd tn'^all admh'(d' lit the. cilori . of 

Cit;/! ih.ii hdiiMc liis almighu power and h»\e, loi liio complete 
salvation of all. them u ho Indicvc, 'I’iu y sliail he 
• accmuplislKNl i a that giuriou:, t/'v/j/, to which our 


Dum Un' ton' \f iciJ.] JU^hot 
lli-iiKiii.s Ij.j'* tvlis- I \ rd. . fn)pkn 

'*► IM ks, p. I tli.'ll llim jdn ‘»V' 

''<a..nl\ I'.itrl't} -dnl' h< i tVt»ni 
'* n )iiy .Hid ttJi.eh ri'ii;iib in ihn 

I* ^-ncf uieiiiisl, hilt ll).it ins /*;i; n. 

-i! .;)>;>( .11 .ijfi t' 111 II, ♦* lori'-rinii nftheuf 
■'iuiv,]Lf''iit, iu tl'-H liit y an n wcit*, 


be Id.ihUd hy thr I'thtnin;^ of hi> rv'’ 

*’ 'I'o i'*,' « /Vi. / 0/ J Tin:, striiiirii iin- 

pltes, iiiit onK t'-mt till' .i.'/'/.'v / /'?/:>«• L.'-y 
ahtrrt'At vd'Ml he do.s h r il un, ‘«o 
ii\r atidvr .ill (heir I'xpn tai ion.- and i dh* 
C ptldiiy, '>M* that it sh.iil ;r; ( an avlnin 

ahit • n l.\\lf'rMn 1, in tln;jn.l,_ 



'^.^S lie prays for their farther establishment in religion. 

stcT. faith and hope have been solon<>‘ directed, and (ijecause our trsti- 
i- in wliich the pruiniscs of his covenant do so re- 

maikiibly centn^. It is the hope and joy or all that day; 

"l. * 10 . people, and ii is yours in particular; became • 
our testimony amnn i yon was credited^ and you , 
have given substantial evidences, that your faith 
11 was cordial autl sincere. In which regard^ as n wherefore aU 
\vc rejoice in what is already done, and have the «<> we pray always 
tenderest concern that the precious seed vve 
nave sown may answer the hope w.tli which we worthy of //m calling, 
see it springing up, and at length advance to and fulfil all the goori 
full maturity, we continue to pray always for pl^-asure of Air good- 
7/01/, :nat our (rod would ^ by the working of his f^ith whh povser*. 
grace, render you more and more h orthy of 
high and holy callings and \\o\M fulfil in 
yow all the good pleasure oj [^/.sj goodness^ j all 
that amiable and happy temper which his pa- 
ternal regard to our happiness engages him to 
recommend and reijuire. Jnd to speak all m 
one word, that he would accomplish and per- 
fect the work of faith with power^ that is, would 
powerfully impress upon your hearts the great 
principles of that religion which he hath reveal- 
('d to you, and which you have embraced ; • 

l iiice nothing can tend more efrectinlly to pro- 
duce ami nourish every good disposition in your 
• omiiid. 'riiat so the name of our LordJesu^ i ^ Thai ibe naan? 
('’hrnt may be glorified in voUy while you act in 
a manner so suitable to the relation you bear to 
him : and \\\\xi you may als*? be glorilied in him^ id hull, according to 
iiKiy !iow have the lionour of approving your* the pace of our Ood, 
selves his faithful servants, the excellent of the 
<*arth, and may for ever share in the glory he 
hath prepared for such; acc'^ding to the gtace 
of our nn:iciful frO(/, tind ol the Lord Jesus 
duhty by whom n is so plentifully bestowed 
upon us. 


•' (I'l; './ jil.'nsurr of fits nooihiffSi,] Mr, Vol. I. p, 2-^*2. Wc may add, that ui'o:'.i;6 

I i.ii’kw.ill wuiild lender il l/it; hnin'Jniu’ Acerns at once toexpress, that it is iuve^ 

:d in', "oodticsih, tiddsays, it is Oiebhort- pleamre^ and also that he feels, as 

• a .mil ino-it ch.noiir)^ iiprCbcntaUon it^icre, a wm/rem/>//;'fcafv in the display 

tt lifi (, i- ) be Hind, of that vifi/oirpootl^ of it. And for that veas' 'n I chose rather 

• sv \»lM(,h ^urpiisNOs all cKpressiou, but to retain, with our iTccivcd 

\ Ui> ncviT So happily and properly ex- filcmini'f than to Mibstitiitt; i!u' word k- 

‘ 'I'd a» lierr. HlacUAudl’ii Sac. Cl.'s^. neiol. ur^ in its stead, ^ 



Rejlections on Christ* s appearance at the last day. S39 


IMPROVEMENT. 

How wisely has the apostle chosen the representation we Jiave sect. 
now been reading, to promote the glory of our S^lviollr^s name, *• 
by strengthening the saints who are aln*ady established, and 
awakening'any who might be careless and invgular, by the very 
same considerations, which may so jusily aw'c and intimidate 
the enemies of the church ! How forcible in all these views is the 
description we here read, of the gloriou'^ and triumphant appear- 
ance of our Lord! Let it be ever placed before onr eves. He 
^ shall surely come m /lamitiff fire, to take vengeance on all his ene- 
mies. TJie troublers and persecutors of bis j)eoj>le shall have 
their pccuiiar share in n, and it is most righteous with God tliatb' 
they should. Yet it i*^ not intended for them alone, but for all 
who know not (iod, and who obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ. 8 
How diligently should wo examine, what our knowledge of God 
is, and what onr obedience to his gospel! whether the one be 
merely speculative, and the otlier verbal, or our knowledge 9 
practical, and our obedience sincere and universal ! Everlasting 
destruction Irom the presence of the Lord and the ^lory of his 
poNver, IS a vengeance dreadful enougfi, one would imagin(5, to 
awaken, even by its dnrant sound, all wdio are are not sunk into 
the last a. d loaest degrees of insci^ihilii y. ll ho can stand in 
his pre.si-nic zchen otirc he hia angij/Y W ho can resist liis pt)\ver? 

15ut tin re are a happy number, who ?>hall be olorified by him, 10 
and, wlii'di should |)ccri)rar joy, in whom lie aLO shall 

be admired and glorified m that day, and for ever. The holy 
and blessed ercalion of God shall see to all ctermty, from what 
ruin Jesus could raise, and to wImi felicity he could f‘xaU those 
who vviTe once the captives of Sat.m, ih** slavtis ol sin, and the 
beits of death and hell. May the iixpecti.L ous of it iullnence 
our hearts in a suitable manner! May all iiie gtmd pleasure oft I 
God’s goodness he fulfilled III us, and the work ol faith with!> 
pow'er! 'I'hen while our laiili growelh exceedingly, our nuitnal-l' 
love will abound, our paiieuce will be adequate to every trial, 
and wc shall be approved, as in s<»iue measure, through Divine 3 
grace, worthy of that kingdom to which God hath called us. 

SEC T. II. 

Paul cautions the Thessalonians against expecting the day of 
Judgmeyd immediately, and forettls the appearance of anti- 

Christ that xvas first to come, 2 Thess. II. I — 12. 

2 u. 1. ^ THhSSALONLVNS II. 1. 

\ow wc bcscirh J SPOKE in my former letter of the coming ol 
Christ, and 1 have just been mentioning it to 



o iO Paul lets them It now the day of Christ tvas not just at hand; 


si-tT you again; am afraid yon should iiiisun- 
dcrstaiivl whai 1 have wriisen upon that subject, 
and thcivlbre, /must In seech you, hrt^l^ircny wi/h 
trspi'ci iojhe imcMuled and much diNired ap- 
' pravam c nf onr Lord Jesus Christ^^ tindour ga- 
t!fenni( together nn/o ///m, of which 1 tlum spoke, 
2 That li^e be not soo}i moved jrom [the \tc.adines$ 
oj your] vund, nor troubled^ either by the sug- 
gestion of any pretended spirit of propliesy and 
revelation in others, or by the report of any 
W/W, which wc may be said to ha\e dropped, 
or by the sense uhicli any may put upon what 
we have written in tile l‘ormerc/;zs7/£’, which yem 
have really r(‘eeived, or any other which may 
be broiiuht to you, as from us^ as if the great 
day of Chnst z£.T?r just at hand^^ and to be con- 
3imuall\ looked for. Let no man deceive you 
bij any means wliiedi he may use so as to per- 
siiavle you of this, lest, finding yourselves mis- 
taken in that expectation, you should be brought 
to doubt ol the faith you iiave reeiuved, or, in 
ap'preheusion of so speedy a cli.-solution of ilie 
world, yon should be less attentive to soim* of 
it.*, eoneerns than dul\ or prndence will re(]nirej 
P\ r yon may be assured, with respect to this 
great and important day, that [it shall not conn j 
till there Ci inc frst an amazing and shameful 
apostaej^' in the Christian church itself; and the 


you, brethren, by the 
coining of our Lord 
Jcbrus Christ, and hif 
our gailu-riug toge- 
ther aiitu him, 


2 'I’hat ye he not 
Kortii sluikcn ill miiid^ 
or he Irouhh'il, nei- 
tlier by spirit, nor by 
woid, nor by letter, 
as from us, a«? that < 
the day of ('bust is 
at hanil. 


.'3 la t no man de- 
oci\(‘ you by any 
inrans : for that dnij 
dialt nil,' itmii' except 
tl if.illing- 

Away lir^t, and tliat 


■* The nplK r'-ote of uvt Imd.\ i . i- 
dock \wiild leiuici T*,; rompKo-jr 

(I'/Lverniv'T /ht as jf he tvid 

."■aid, wi’tli ii'lation to vhiit 1 ^rute in tii' 
f4)rrncr epistle of ( hud' . and oar 

cau;;ht 7/p inf<> the an to jnrtt hun^ 
(eunipare I Thes"'. 17.) supposin; 

L K.rtobc used foi "tpi heir, as it . erlaiu- 
U u, I Cur. >lii. j ; and \ ifringa ({>b- 
ser\ . lib. i cap. vi. ^ 0.) has said so much 
lo viiidicau* it, liial 1 cmild not but pre- 
f r this rendering. Mr. Uowe takes it 
as ue d » m r)or translation, and speaks 
of n as the ino^t suLmn udjutation in the 
iJibie; f I ! owe on the Spirit, Vol. il. ]». 
70.) and ihc.n sht’.isliow pcrnieioits thf; 
f‘M»^»-ijiJcncrs of ihut eiTor might have 
■rcii, winch the apostle endcavouis so 
soileltl)ll^ly tf guard against. 

'' ; /;«’ d,/ii I'f nun* at h'ttid,^ Vet 
if vas what the p/mitivc r/uislians coiifi- 
t!cml\ expeciod, and some tell us, they 
''IV. I lu' tnoic desirous of mart ynlom that 


they iiiiglit not In’ 'd su drc.ul- 
ful a scene a-- tlics ’'uppuM-d it would ho. 
See nerve’s \p«)l. Vol. I. p '30. Hut it 
it reall\ were se, it wa> an inslance uf a 
donble mib’uiKe PI thcsC good men. 

*• apiidal}/.] Dr. \Vli.l!>v nnder- 
slaridh this, eishei of the rc'.oii fium tin; 
Romans, or the falling an riy of nnny 
Chiislian converts to .Indaism, through 
prejudices iu fa\4»ui of ilie jinpctuity of 
the iSTosaie law, -u expectations of the 
te'nporal kingdon. of tiie M<-.ssi;f!i,or ilie 
fear of per^ecuti-M j on eadh of which to- 
pics he enlarge', with great propiicly. 
And \ ilrin;.,a i^ large in she. iipj;, that 
gicjt apostasy pre\ ailed iu t)ie(.'lui..>iia'i 
chiiifh, berweeii ilu- (la\s of ^(•ro and 
Tiaian ((dM’iv, lib. i\. cap. 7.) ’fcl I 
li.'u* tliought it nix (Inly lu explain this 
ditiii’iilt hut iin|nji‘tai)t context, as icfci- 
ringto.wh.it Mr. .loseph "dede, with 
great propriety calls the apoUa^y of lh,‘ 
taller tunes f aiiU!mu?i rc f-. i to hit leeuinl 



and tells them, the man of sin icould first be revealed. 341 ,^ 

iriauof sin bc‘ reveal- jjian of shi be Tevcalcd^ that antichristian power, sect, v 
^'*^^** wliich is tg raise itself by such tMionnous mis- 1 
chiefs; yet it is so surely tioomod to destruction, 

‘ by the just (hough long dchiycd vengeance of" 

God, that I cannot forbear calling him that as- 
sumes it, (he son of perdition^ us our Lord him- 
self called Judas the traitor; (John xvii. 12.) 

4 Who opposcih j speak of one kIw opposes himself to the 4* 
abo^c all that >, cal ."«erest of triic religion, by arts and enterprises 
J<fi or that I. in former generations unknown, and^ as pride 
tvorinpped; So ih,\t irocs before destruction, insolently exalts 
th/^cniplr hinistlj above all that is ndled God^ or the object 
>ht:w'iig hims( If that religious taking upon him to con- 

iicis(;od. troul l)ivinc institutions, and to model every 

thing according to his own arrogant pleasure. 

So that he himself as Gody sets hnnsclj in t!ie 
church, which is (he temple of Gody s/iewirii^ 
himse/J w ith such pompous parade, and such des- 
potic authority assumed over the consciences 
of men, that so far as actions can speak, he in 
effect asserts that he is Gody nothing human, 
and indeed nothing created, having a right so to 
dictate. 


:» n<*i[nniber ye 
nut, thut wilt'll 1 was 
yi.'t uitli ^ oil, 1 told 
Vou (hCfli; ilmi 


■ '\iid I know 

that he ini^hl he 
scaled ill ills till!' 


This is an event of so great importance, that;.' 
1 have formerly mentioiuHl it. Remember ye not 
that beini^yet with you y though I spent so very 
lurk- limit among you, I neverliicicss told you 
these thini^y'y and gave you such warnings con- 
cerning them as I imagined jon (‘onid not so 
soon have forgot ? jind now, though it is a^' 
UMiiler snbpTt, which it is not convenient to 
speak of in too explicit a manner, I persuade 
myself, that^j/e knowichal restrains him from be-- 


iiig revealtd in (what might otherwise seem) 

7 For the iny«tr‘ry his ozvu time. For the mystery fj iiiK/uifi/y thc7 
of iniquity duth al- hidden design of corrupimg and overthrowing 
Clirist’s kingdom, which lias so many arttiil 


and j lull •ions wntiiv^<ion thi.s hoad, and 

to Or. ]itiis')ii’s Ojii'«rtaiioii on iho Man 
of sill, to viTidicato lilt! ii:a onahh ni>>> of 
.*11 in'fi pp't.it.uii wh.fh I lunc by iu> 
ijM*'nis rouijj to (lisi.'ui>‘ at lcii;,c. 

■> ait l/iat h cullad OW, ike.] 

'1 In- iis'irp'itiini of tho papiu'y in Diiiin. 

is so unequalled, iliat it thoir 
ivoiiU Jir not applicahlt; t,o il, it i.s diili- 
Milt t'j i».i\ , wliu there e\cr luii« been, or 


ran he, fo whom tiny shot M brlonc 
The nianniT in w'lirh li.i pupi; hasOMiIt- 
rd liiin-'* If aboM* iii.i'.’ sOali'', ii> rqual!\ 
iriiiaikaidr ai d '-.laid* , hiil 1 du J’ut 
a[i|iivlu.ud it so mtiiK di.ituly udViiid r<> 
hi'M'f .is hib taking upon him to rnntrcul 
rxriv thill;; in ii.'ll;ilull. .j.'i h.is 

i xai’lly the bii^nilli: iliou Icio ’u d 
See Aetb wii. d k 



342 Christ shall destroy the wicked one at his comings 

SECT, ways of insinuating itself into the minds of sin- readjrvork; only li« 
u- ful men, and of introducing iu own , tyrannical, 

avaricious, and ambitious schemes into the out of the way, 
M.V* church, does already in some measure work^^ 
amidst all the peculiar engagements to the most 
humble, disinterested, and upright conduct, 
which an age and ecclesiastical state like ours 
brings along with it. Only there is one that Ain* 
derethj till he be taken out vf the secular 
powers at present are a restraint, but when that 
IS taken away, and different scenes in Provi- 
dence opiMi, these iniquitous principles, that 
are secretly fermenting, will break out in all 
S their force. And then the ungodly one shall be 8 And then shall 
revcaledj and appear as it were unveiled in all that wicked one be 
his native deformity; even he who shall bring Lo7d',tircr,umc 
tlie greatest inramy and the greatest misery on with the spirit uf his 
the Christian world. Nevertheless, though his mouth, and shall dc- 
reign may be of some considerable duration, it 
shall not be perpetual; for the Spirit teaches us 
to regard him as sentenced to inevitable ruin, 
as one whom the Lord will certainly at length 
destroy ; and how firmly soever he may seem 
established by human policy and power, he shall 
find himself unable to withstand the breath of 
. his inouthy which shall kindle all around him a 
consuming fiame, in which all his pump and 
pride shall vanish. And indeed he will not 
only iu some measure bumble and abase, but 


® The nij/tU'u/ of intqmiy doth akeady 
i\> l^*.Whitliy explains the mrw 
cf sin, of the lebellious and unbelievin}, 
Jtrvs, he must of course explain tins, ot 
the turbulent and seditious principles 
which CMdeiitly prevaiUd aiiion^ Ihuiii; 
and it is a^rocablc to tiis&'‘bcinet<>iiitri- 
pret tlie iiiipedinu-nb spoken of in the 
next danse, of Chiuil uis Cu’sni, whosr fa- 
vours ubliiTod tbern so, that they could 
not iinmcdiacdy break out, but who v.us 
soon take n away by a violent death, which 
jjavc them the opportunity tliuy si onicd 
fc’o much to wish for. See Whitby in loc. 
I{ut it appear'! much more le.isoiiablc to 
onderstand the passage l)» foro us of the 
antichrhttun sjiiril which began towurk in 
the Christian cburcli then, tn the pride 
find ambition of some ininistcis, the fac- 
tious tempt r of many ('hristians, the cor- 
ruption of many Christian dor:tnnes, the 
imposing MuautbonM'dscvcritj''? tt.eu.'r- 


Ahip of angels, £cc. of all which thing*; 
the papacy availed itself, for ae(|uiring 
and exercising its iniquitous duimniun ; 
and so he that LndvJelh will refer to the 
vnperud /f£/‘a'Cy,of wliicli we shall present- 
ly speak, but of which prudence obliged 
St. Paul to write wilii a caution, whidi 
unavoidably oodasioned some obscurity. 

t Thore ts otte that hmdeiHh, &cc.] J)r. 
Ceddes ^ ery properly explains this of the 
Homan Dinperor, who would not salfei 
ecclesiastical power to grow !(*» an exor- 
bitant height, whde he lifdd his scut at 
Koine. See Geddes’s Tracts, V<d. 11. p. 
10 ; and as many good modi'rn commen- 
tators gne it the same turn, so it is ob- 
.servablc, thatTeitiilliuu, Augustine, and 
Chrysostom all agree, in saying, tiiatov* 
iiihnd not to appear till after the 
fail of the Korn in empire. SceArchbi* 
chop Til l-^tson. Vol. II. p. 



who deceived the world with lying wonders. 


stroy with the bright- 
ness of his coming : 


9 Even tarn whose 
coming is after the 
working of Satan, 
with all power, and 
signs, and lying won- 
ders, 


10 And with all de- 
ccivablcncss of lua- 
righteousness in them 
Unit pi’i ish ; bccan*!® 
they received not ih»' 
lo>e of the truth, ih:it 
tiiey might be saved. 


! 1 And for this 
cause <;o‘* a hall >eud 
theiiistri iigd' hision, 
that tilt V ''hould be- 
lieve a he ; 


12 That they all 
might be damned who 
believed not the 
truth, but had plea- 
sure* in unrighteous- 
ness. • 


Utterly eradicate and abolish him, h/ the respleu- sacr 
dent brightness f/his comings when truth shall 
beam in upon meo^s minds with all its 
and its most formidable enemies shall fall be-' 
fore it. 

In the mean time, the monster of iniquity 9 . V 
shall [>revail, [ta‘671 he] whose coming is accord-- * 
ing to the energy whose interest he 

shall re-estabhsli, where it seems to be over- 
thrown. Tiiat malignant and deceitful spirit 
shall tlierefore endeavour to promote this anti- 
christian kingdom to the utmost, by all lying 
power^ and signSy and wonJrrsy^ by a variety of 
fictitious miracles, so artluily conirivecl and so 
strongly supported by an abundance of false 
testimonies, that many shall be entangled, de- 
ceived, and undone by them. 

And in the conduct of this most iniquitous dc- 10 
sign, recourse will be had to all manner of un- 
righteous deceity which shall be managed with 
the utmost art and address, am ng t ‘nm wretches, 
who shall xxMxny of them finally pwish; because 
they received ?iot the love of tne irulhy that they 
might be saved by it, but preferred those secu- 
lar view\s which such di.'^hoiK^st practices pro- 
moted, to the grfat prospects of their everlasting ■ 
happiness ill an invisible world. And for this W 
causey when they have for a iimiu^d time been 
I permitted to trine with the message of his mer- 
cy, and the strivings of Ins spirit, God will in 
righteous judgment give tliem up to a reprobate 
and insensible mind, and will upon them the 
energy vj deceit he will sulibr them to deceive 
others, till they are deceiveil tlu'iiise.lves too ; 

$0 that they shall believe the lie which they . , 

I have so long taught: I'hat they may all 
condemned at last, te/w believed not the triUhy 
’ though oilered to him with sidficiunt evidence, 
buty on t!ie contrary, had pleasure in unrighie'- 


S poKprs, s irns and xvtmdeis,] it di-f^rec of e:.tra\aga janil I'lVrovtcry, as 
is a rtain thattlu' cortstruction will wry even to niako thvir ui p. pes j hauu’cj. 
well allow us to refer to all iho * t nprgy of dprp 'I’Ik se in .st ridi- 

prccodiiig words, as well as the laf-t; and culous popish IciiO d.s, which lave yet 
nothin.:; sc'^ms so natural as to refer the gained such Cicdit f ^ to he .ulrri Ited iij- 
whole to W\v. JiciitKuii moade^t of IhvUiurdt to their public oftiee , furni-.|j on a most 
9t Jtomp, wliit'h have grown up to inch a affecting conirncut rpou these words 





. 344 Refections on the frauds and corruptions of the papacj/. 

SECT. aiul imposture, when it might serve 

n. their pivsciit interest, to which all consMorations 
of conscience and honour, relif^ion, and future 
' jl JO 'hope, were sacrificed. And this 1 leave upon 
rcconl, that such as are not entirely incorrigi- 
ble, may he alarmed by this dreadful represen- 
tation, and that others may l)e warned to stand 
at the remotest distance from the tenis of those 
wicked men, and, though it should be at the 
greatest hazard, to maintain the cause of God 
and of truth against them. 

lAlPauVFMENT. 

Lk t us behold with humble reverence the depths of the Di- 
vine counsels and judgments: God hath been pleased tosnllcr 
the craft of Satan to display itself, in reducing from his allegiance 
a great part of the Christian world, yet has he taken the wise in 
Verse his ow n craftiness, so far as to make that very aposiacy from 
3 Christianity, an additional proof of its Divine original. Who 
that had only examined the genius of that holy religion, could 
7 have imagined that such a mystery of iniquity should have arisen 
in it, and that man of sin liave been revealed ? Surely, when 
the particulars of the description come to be com|)are(l with 
the accomplishment, it may seem owing to some judicial infa- 
tuation, iliat men of deep |)olicy and great penetration, with 
V this very passage of scripture y^i their hands, should have suffer- 
f d the marks of antichrist to be so very apparent, even in many 
instances, beyond what might have seemed absolutely neces- 
sary for establishing that secular kingdom which they sought; 
4 particularly, that the pope on high days should set himself ou :i 
high thron. , in the temple of (iod,lo he there solemnly adored, 
and should have periiiitted his j^arasiies sr» expressly to boast 
that he is God, and to give him, in some of their licensed and 
authorised works,*' iJiviiie titles. 

'1 he scaiuliiioii.^ and extravaga.*l pretences ivhich the followers 
oftlie papacy liav^e made to miracles, exceeding in number, and 

’ //dw/ /jtf-'/./.Tc' /'/ ufit,ohteo»s>:cs^.\ I p>w#*i fully to iinp.vs? on the prolV’s^cii 
Ij'iL rlii.ik ihi'^ n lets to iiia«iy of K'jqhors of oUiors, a sfiimii sons*' of i!,c 
t!ie .itul othrrs in tlic iitipottanoc of thcii ' oxmi ^alvatiou, nod to 

rhnirh, wi.o iliL* people known make them fed how conteinpiiblo all 

dduaiuiis. merely out of H'ljard to seen- woildly fmoluiiienU an', wIumi fornpar- 
Jar inti'K" t ; and ir. vuar^ bo dr.'ndfiii «in ed wiiii truth oi diUMriue, uud puriiy of 
arpoPl oij aiuI on those, who, on wor/'liip and disOi-plim'. 

*hc like p irn iplcs, not the ^amp par? in J'Kinf^ tif!e.<e.\ Mr. llaiU-i's sor- 
t ho prote.s ant world, if such theio he, moii .at .'Salrfr’s-ilall, in tin- h< ti;ii* 
that I cun not hut hope it may ho the 4 and Mi. Chsindioi’-^ ;n-- 

iiieans id producnii;, in timi*, ^01110 sjreat count 'if ih v;oiUi lOin’tMi; > iohol.i'. lano> 

■ d'ormiit Jijs when it sli:dl phase fl'A 



Sf. Paul thanks God on account of the Thessaloniaits. l 

sonic of them in marvellous dreumstances, those of Christ and srxTi;*" 
his apostles, plainly display the ciKMgy of Satan, that father of n*' 
frauds, pious and impious. And the most incredible lies, which 
they have, by solemn and irrevocable acts, made essential lo 
their faith, shew the strength of delusion, bevoiul what could jj ^ 
have bc(?n imagined, had not fact led us into the theory. How 
dreadful is it to think of S(mu* of the expressions which the spirit 
itself uses, when speaking of these artifices in deceit! — that they 
sliould be abandoned by God to believe a lie, that they may all 
be damned who have plea.snre in nnrighteonsness, — that they 
might bring upon themselves rtiTnal aggravated damnation. 

Who would not treinbh*, wlio would not grieve for so many of 
our fellow men, yea of those, who, ih^i'enerate as their form of 
Christianity is, v\e must yet eall our lelhwv (Jjhristians, who are 
thus dishonoured, enslaved, and (Mulangered ? 'I'lie I.ord grant 
that they may not be iiUerly mitlom* * Let them despise us, let 
them, by most solemn execrations annually repeated, devote us 
to destruction, and prejiare against us all the instruments of it 
in their power, yet will we still pray for them. 'The I.ord grant 
that th(‘y may vecoxrr ihtmselvcs ouf of tin* smre oj the devily 
udio arc led captive by him at his plea'.nrc! (2 ’'fim. ii. 2o.) Let 
us reeommbnd to Divine compassion the souls drawn after artful • 
and wicked leaders, in the simplicity of their liearts, and take 
comfert in thi'* thought, that the finu* will come, when fhe Lord 
shall destioy this son of perdition with the breath of his mouth andS 
the briirlitness tf his coming. May the remnant rd’ God's peo- • ,v. 
pie among them take the alarm, and come out from than in 
time, and bi sepatatCy that the\ may not be partakers with them 
111 their plagues ; (Kev. xviii. i.) 

PEc'r. Ill, 

Paul returns thanks In God for his mercy lo the Thessaloniars 
2,1 supporting than hitherto, and addresses such exhortations 
io them, and prayers for ihcni, as inight most ejirc/ually con- 
duce to their continued establishment, desiring also their 
prayers for him amidst his various labours and dangers, 

2 Thess. II. — 13, — to the end. — IIL i — 5. 


'2 NIKS'. II. 1,1. 

are bound 
lo ftivH thanks 
ulway to CiVid for you, 
Wotliiei). beloved ol' 


2 THESSALONIANS. II. l.'i. 

J^UCIi corruptions asthcM> will at length arise 
^ in the chip’ch, and we have hinted that some- 
thing of this spirit i.s already beginning to work. 
But, blessed be (hxl that so little of it appears 
among you; on the contrary, we are .sensible 
that we ought always to givi: thanks to God for 
yoUf brethren, whom we have great reason to 


SECT. 

HI. 

2 Thest 
II. VX 
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SECT, address as beloved of the Lord, because that cor- Lord, because 
i». dial zeal witli which you have embraced the b;)Jinn“„gchosc“you 
'gospel, and that resolution with which you re- t<i salvation, through 
it ill the midst of aSlictions and persecu- the 
’ tioris, give us ground cheerfully to conclud ihe'Vruth" 
that haihf of his wise counsels and ahun- 

danl grace, /V*nwi tlir beginning of his work and 
plan for the redemption of men, chosen you to 
eternal salvulion; for a ymrticipation of which 
you are prepared hi/ that sanctification^ which is 
the work of the Holy Spirit on your hearts, and 
that beluj of the truths wliich hath so effectual 
a tendency to promote it. 

14 'I'liis is (iod’s ^pointed wav of obtaining an thereunto be 
interest in tins salvation, to whu n he hath called called yon by ott!- 
you by our gospel^ even to the obtaining the glory g'^spei toiheobiain- 
ofour Lord Jesus Christ ; that glory which his /I'® 
mercy hath prepared, and to which his taithtul 
care shall at length conduct all his obedient fol- 
lowers, in which they shall fully enjoy thq rich 
provisions of his love, and be made like him in 

15 holiness and ‘ happiness. Therefore^ brethren^ i.o Thrreforc, hre- 
let me exhort you to stand fast, and strongly to tim^n,siaivn*dst,and 
•retain the instruct ions which you have learned of 
us, whether by word or by our former letter^ as mngiiC wht ih. i by 
jmu may be assured you have there a genuine >^or(i, or our ( inbilc. 
representation of the contents of those important 

16 doctrines with which we arc intrusted. ‘And i,-. Now our Lord 
•may our Lord Jesus Christ himself God even Jvkms ( bust bimhcif, 
our Father^ who hath loved vs in so surprising a 

manner, ^nd given [us] by his gospel such a lo.cd us, and hath 
fund of cjerlasting consolation^ and swch good given //v^.viriaMin^' 
hope through his oversowing 2race, wiicn, with- consolation, and ^ood 
out It, we could not liave had any glimmering 

17 of hope, or iirospect of oomfor* for ever, May ^ Comfort jonr 
he, I >ay, hy the rich oommnnicatioii of his hearts, and htnblish 
love and mercy, com fori your heartsy and may 

he and confirm yo//, making you ready ' 

Jor every good word and wor/Cy that his name may 
bo glorified, and your present satisfaction and 

III. i. future reward may abound, yls for what re- Finally, 

■ I II I I 1 I brethren, pray lor 

nunnSy I shall not enlarge, but must beseech you, us. that the word of 

hrtthrenj that ye would pray for m.v, that the the i-ord may have 
woj'd of the Lord may run a free and unobstruct- and be 

rd course every wdierc, and be gxeoWy glorifiedf^ with you • 


* run and la Some given te those that made a speedy pro- 

ir.ink tiie^e words allude to the app/tm^r gross in the raccs^ which constituted hv 



and expf esses hiscorifidence in their regard to kis^ecepts. »547 

s And that we may as through his grace [it i>] among you; And sect. 
tnreionabi? t.d hath honoured with the office , 

wicked men: for all of dispensing it, may be delivered from tinrea>~^p^ 
men have not faith, sonablc^ and •u'ickedmen, who are endeavouring’^ uj*g' 
as much as possible to prevent the propagation 
of the gospel, by destroying or confining us. * 
Wc cannot wonder at it, for all men have not 
faith , and there arc so many corruptions op- 
posing its progress, and they are so powerfully 
abetted by the great enemy of souls, that we 
have rather reason to admire the Divine agency, 
s But the Lord is in making it so successful as it is. But, what- 3 
faithful, who .shall difficultie.s we meet with, this is our com- 
kcpp''’^'froffleTit ^^at the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom we 
devote our labours, and have committed our 
souls, IS invariably faithful ; who will strengthen 
and keep both us and yoK from the evil one and 
all his works. He will indeed preserve us from 
every thing that would on the whole be hurtful 
to us,.and orcr-rulc to our truest good what has 
i And weh.-ivecon- thc appearance of evil. And ice have a cheer* 4 
fideiire 111 tii« i.<ir<i f„| confidence in the fidelity and grace of our 

belli do and Mill do Inessed Lord, with respect to you, that by ins 
the thiii^a which we powerful intlueuce you are and will be csta- 
conmiaiid >ou. blisbed in every good resolution, so that in 
every instance y# both do and will do Ike things 
5 And the I id xohich in his mme we give you in charge. AndS 
diicotjoiiriic.irt-iii- have tlic pleasure of seeing lhi.s our 

and into the patient coiihdeiice happuy answered more and more ! 
wailing for Christ. M(iy the Lord direct your hearts into more vi- 
gorous and constant exercise of the love of (jod, 
and into the exercises of that patience under all 
your trials and affiictions witich becomes the 
disciples of Christ,^ and is agreeable to his c.\- 
ample. 


important a part of the Grecian games. 

^ Vnrrnsfinable.] Bishop Wilkins ob- 
S'*rvos that ah-noi may sis^riify absunly 
I lO/.'i persons, who arc not to be 
by any principles, and whom no 
tftpio.s can work upon. Wilkins of Nat. 
Kcl. p. :U. Many such remain among 
us even to this day. 

•* lUj Juitk.\ By faith some understand 
a principle of honesty, which may cii- 
couiMgf* a conQdence t6 be reposed in 


them. Howe of the Spirit, Vol. II. p. 192. 
But 1 ratlier understand it of that up- 
and c/nif/ifd divpo'<itii»n which w'ould 
engage mcr. to recei\L* tin* testimony of 
the apostles. 

^ Ihe puitance qfCfiiut ] We render it, 
thr patient xvaiti/ig for Chri^tj luit 
vnv rn rather siKnifv VhrisUan 

patience f or that patience with which 
Christ himself buffered the many injurie.s 
and afflictions ihrongh which he passed 



348 Rejleciions o?i the sanctification of the Spirit. 

IMPROVKMENT. 

. $ECT. . How wisely and happily cloths the apostle unite the viewi» oi 
. . the i^raco of God and the duties of men, while hc^ represents our 
to salvation in a light so worthy of God, since this -^alva- 
is still to be obtained through sanctification of the Spirit and 
> ^ belief of the truth ! Our spirits ‘.mist be sanctified by ilic ope- 
ration of the Divine Spirit : the trutli must be not only specu- 
IcUively, but powerfully and practically believed, or ail our liopcs 
will be vain. But surtdv, were it possible that salvaiioii could 
any other way be obtained, it would he much less d(\sirable, or 
rather that which did not imply a sanctified spirit, and an heart 
open to receive and obey the truth, would not d(3serve the name 
14of snhation. Blessed- he God, who in this view hath az//m us 
\()to oHain salvation and ^hrij bjj Jesus Christy even (iod our Fa- 
\ltlit:r icho haiii hued us. From liim do tlicsc evn'lastiuf[ cor/.o- 
Chap. Idtions Ho:i\ It is hy his lilesscd and gracious oj)tM*at ions we arc 
streufj hcaal and C'itdblislud in cvertf r^ood word cunL wvrk, I! is 
fuh illy stands engaged to do it, if we Immbly commit ourselves 
to h;m, and wail upon him. The prayers of the apcK-jiies, dic- 
tated no doubt from above, concur with the promi>es to encou- 
rage our liojxs, tluit he will direct oar hearts into ike love of Hod 
and the palicni'e of Jesus Chris!, On the exercise of that love 
and tliat patience doth the happiness of life chiclly depcMid, 'I’oo 
ready are our u\ ak hearts to wander from it, and to taint niifler 
the difliculties that lie m our wav. Let us call on him to pre- 
i-serve and maintain the graces he hath implanted, iliat they 
" may 1)0 exerted with growing vigour and constancy even unto 
the end. 

2 Uiireasonalile and wicked men will oppose the progress of the 
gos[)cl, which has so-yiowcrful a tendency to |>r(:)moh‘ holiness 
ami and, as tiier .5 are those that have not faith, they 

will be ready to labour its (leslruciioii. But when the prayers 
1 of ( hrislians art* frequently engaged, tliat the word of God may 
run and be glorified, there is great reason to hopvi that much of 
their perverse onpossition u ly be over- ruled to most conlraiy 
'purposes, that the tcraih of' man shall praise him^ and the 
remainder of that zvratk he restrained ; (Bsal. Ixxvi. 10.) 


S K C T. IV.^ , ' 

The apostle concludes his epistle with giving some directions as to 
the ^Ireuunus exercise of discipline^ icith respect to some disor- 
ilerhj persons y uhd with renewed praijers for the prosperity of 
the thiirch at Tbessalonica, 2 Thess. HI. 6 — to the end, 

2 THES«Al,ONl.\N-S III. fi. 2 

ZE \L()l'S regard for the honour of oiir wecmnmau-i 
Divine ^Taster requires me to inculcate 



« 
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ou, br«iire«, in the on the churclies unfler my inspection, a strict sect. 
“sos aiisttha^^e ^xetcise of discipline; and I heartily >v, •? 


name 

JCISOS «.i>ub j ^ ’ll ' L. ' • * ‘ 

uithdmur yourselves Wish there tvet^ nothing in voiir rircumstances ’ 
tVoin every brother which paryeularfy ddfttahde^ my fiiriher admo- ’,!?®,-*’ 
nitions «n that head. Suf as rtiany good men ' ; 
the tradition which iVisj ready to be too remiss here, IrOm a tear of 

‘ received of us. displeasing Others, and Aiakiiig themselves crie- 
mies, we solemnly charge you, brethren, in the 
awfiilantl beloved nameof our Lord Jesus Christ, 
th^ credit and progress of whose religion is so 
, nearly concerned in the matter, that ye with^ 

draw yourselves front any brother, whatever his 
rank, citcflrhstuOces, or profession may he, who 
in the conduct df his life walks irregularly, and 
not agreeably to the instruction which he hath 
received from us, with regard to t!ie graiul rules 

7 Vor your^dv^s of Cbrislian morality. 1 speak freely on this'T 
^>n<jw how }<: ought hc^id^ for yc youvstlves kno:i>how it becomes you 

follow ub: for we j resfjcct to mitatc us ; for we were not in 
vtivts disorderly aoy instance among you, bnt enail?ii- 

fn#i*g yoi«- vouted to behave so as to recommend and en- 

8 Neither did wc force our dodttinc by our example. Neither did% 

eat any ni.m’b bread '^hoids bread at free cost, when wo 

lor nought: but *7 . , 

wrougiitwith lahuur had ail opportunity or subsisting gratis, at the 
juid travel iiigiit and e.xponoe of any particular persons or iamilfes, 


day, that we inigiu ^ Y/, diligent labour, and fronnontlv with 

iiiyofvju. very tedious and wearisome toif, we wrought 

with oiir own hands, in that profession wliich 
we had learned, tthd this, night and day,'^ that 
te.'’ might not be burdensbrfte to any <f you, and 
give you tht^ least room to suspect that we had 
any secular views in the doctrine wo brought 
yon, or that indolence led us to engage in prerch- 
•> Not hccan^^l wc mg it. Not that we art' destitute of authority,^'* 
liivf not powijr, lull reason of things, and the ex.ores.s coin- 

tik nmL'p iiiirKclv tK kn . , /ii . i • * i/* i * i 

mission ot Christ himself, to lake a moderate 
subsistence from the persons in whose instruction, 
we employ our time and .strength; for the J.ord 
himself hath ordained, that they vi ho ineach tfur 
gospel should live of tlie gospel : but we declined 
using that liberty, that we might exhibit our stives 
to you f/t5] an example, that ye might imitate ?r' 

Si}>ht and d< 7 //.] Thits expr'es’^ioo that l e might have llii: diy at It. is lav 
to intiin.'Ue, that the aj.O'tlr w.ts preaehlo those lli.it I’.jiri*: lo him 1 'r it- 
Miutimcs oblij;od to Mt up a part of the Ii^io'is inslruotiuit. 
j!jt at 111*) biiibiia;.'')' aa a tu'd-m'hn^ 

V.H. 7' ' 


to make ourselves an 
isaniplo unto v<: 

. {'Mow 
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From those that walked disorderly. 

SECT, in a frujral and industrious life. Aud ve know, For even wher • 
■IV. that, even when ne were yet with you; we were re'"e..mm.rded 
tearful ot any irregularity in this respect, that you, iiiat if any 
expressly £(ave this in charge to ymt^ that wot^kl not work, nci. 
if ani/ one would not icorkf neither should he should he tat. 
eat; that no Wle drones should consume the 
common stock, and quarter himself freely on 
the diligent and laborious, hut rather be brought 
under a niicessity of working, to relieve his own 
want, if he would not do it from a sense of so- 
cial duly and good order. ’ , 

1 1 We now insist upon this the more largely, n For we hear that 

we hear that there are some among you are sduk w inch 

wnlk irrrguiarhj, 7 iof prudently working at uH orderly, wofkim: not 
fort heir own honest subsistence, impertinent- at all, but arc busy. 
/?/ busy in attending to the concerns of others, h 'dits. 

12 They who are of suck a character therefore j ice 12 n^w them that 
solemnly cArt/'ivawrf tenderly cw/rcz2/,iy the dear 

1 ^ 1 1 f " T j I ^ r^L ‘ t mand, and exhort, 

and venerable name ot our Lora Jesus Christy i,y (,^1^ | 
that working with quietnesSy and silently, pursu- ciin-t, that with 
ing their proper business, they eat what cnay 
with justice be called their oxen hready not sup- blead*!^^ ^ 

porting tluMnselves with what has been piir- 
chaseti by the labours of others, while they con- 
tinue unprofiUible to society. 

1:3 And as tor ijoUy my bretkreny the wiser and 13 Rut yr, bre- 
soiinder jjart of the church, I would fain animate he not weary 
and exhorf you, that ye /azrt/ nofy nor be dis- 
couraged [while] you are engaged in a course 
of iOe/f doing prosecuting those actions whicli 
are fail, beautiful, and honourable, however 
men may ctuisurc you, 01 whatever difficulties 
may !ic in your way, yea, though some should 

\ 1 ungratefully ahusi* your goodness. But if any 

one is not obedient to our W'^nly whether spoken uv^this^ Lns! ! *' TItl 
10 you during our short abode, or sigmti^d by that man, and have 
or my former epistky s ’t a mark upon that company with 
mauy whoever he be, and have no familiar con- 
verse ici/li him, that so, seeing himself .shuent^d 
by his brethren, whose estt,*em it is naturai for 
every one to wish, he may be aAiuuied, and by 
ibai .shame may be recovered*' from those irre- 

I Ftf'v/ *n)t whdo li'. d.Ue would rt-nder that he may be re~ 

it this excellent turn; thonph M»nie illumed in i^hnme ; but I thought it better 
uiiy ainiso your liberality* he nt»l deter- to insert the additional words in the pa- 
rk'd ti.erehv from works «»roli.uity. T^iphrase, Ih.tn the version, 

iihnine ben;eo\*‘red J Snme 
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gularities which have eniraged you to ax^oid his sect**- 
company, aiHl made his friendship for the pre- iv.. 
ij Vet count sent infamous. Vet' ucamnt [Afm] not as : 

t’wt’wy, nor do any thing in tlie least to hurt him ni.Ti! 
ilrother # hi liis seciilar affairs, or to exasperate his irre- 
gular passions, but admonish \_hmi\ as a bmiher^ 
and, with faithful loi'^c to his soul, as well as a 
tender concern for the edification of the church, 
and credit of religion, labour for his’rcx'overy. 

IS Vow the Ixifd And now^ to conclude, Jesu«, the great 1 6 
•«.f prare himself give peace ^ wdio hath established concord be- 

ilil tween heaven and eartli, and so effectually pro- 

hr With you all. vidcd for Uniting the hearts of men in the most 
pacific and friendly bonds, hnnselt' give jjou 
peace at all times by every means. May all the 
ilispcnsations of his providence, in every place 
and circumstance of life, concur to advance the 
serenity and happiness of your minds: and for 
this purpose, may the Lord cuntnnvdWy [/;cj rcith 
you all. 

{*, The sHluiritiou Tliiis far I havc dictated to tlie person whose 17 
oL*'h!m.ir uL'h''’.! assistance I use in writing this; but now 1 will 
ihe token iii ♦•■*rry take the pen mysell, and add the salutation by 
rpistlc; S') I write, the hand (fine Paul, u'hich is the to{'i n in evoy 
epistle;^ for ay;, to prevent counterfeits, I icrite, 
that the several churches may be sirnre ’tliat 
IS th - trrao-of our ^vliat IS thus sioned is genuine. May the pracr 
•V,n^■oua!^!'A.nc^ of our Lord Jesm Christ [k] with ,}ou all, an.l 
may you enjoy all the happy conseipiences that 
iluw from the most plentirni comiminiealion of 
it ! To which I am sure you will j)ut your iuar- 
ly amen, as I do mine. 


IMPUOVr.Ml'NT. 

Mav the grace of our Lord Jcmis Christ, given in a richer 
aiiuiidancc to his churches, animate and engage them to main- 
lain that discipline wliich is so necessary to his honour and to 


/ hr t.iken 7n c'df r i J I linnk it 

) ' ly /iloiit, fioiii tins ami sever il otl«T 
pi ' i '^(■s, tli.it l’;uil,iii)t lii;ing\iry f.uni* 
ii.'iily used k ( liaravlcrs and per- 

t.ips to *>a'. t* 1 1 1110. iTiotiK’iit of 

'V'li' h he knew Imw to istunair, used to 
dn t >te to ^omt■ M'.idy scrilx*, perhaps 
•’onn'timt's u'lilli- iiis hinds were employ- 
'■ti in the lahiMirs of Ins triidi*. And th’s 
may j- roiiiit f'»r som-* small t nart untavs 
Ayle :it wli I'U liltk* ir.nKk havc been 


onViidcd, and whieh some, who serin to 
caiT}^ their ::.frnpid«»sity t»> .ttj 
Jiioc been ovci-solnutous tf) Mndn’aiep 
but which they, who read with any ihinj.;^ 
of the temper the writer, will e-oilv 
know’ liowr to exciisi — hat was hiiiled 
before m this epi-tle, ('’hao li. ‘2 ■ m.»\ bt- 
an intimation, that some i ciitious letten. 
were iiarly writtrn in his name, bj' wbuli 
Sr . Paul iniutil be iiiduetd to add liiu 
token wiih I-'.- own hand. 
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fiKCT. their cun comfort ontl edification. Scarcely cun we say whic i 
tv. is more to be lamented, the neglect of the thing, or tlieabu^eof 
name. It never could be the dcsij>n of the wise Legislator 
11. church, that secular terrors should be pressed into his ser- 
^icc, that fines, imprisonments, and civil incapacities^ should be 
the result of censures passed in^his peaceful and benevolent name. 
Irregularities, in those that call themselves his followers, arc in- 
6 deed to he observed and discountenanced. Olfendersaretobc 
admonished, and, if lighter admonitions succeed not, they are to 
be avoided-; but stiil in a view of recovering them by an ingenu- 
M ous shame, (if any remainder of it be left in their hearts) from* 
those practices, which, if connived at, would soon become the 
shame of the society. 'J’lnis far therefore, let ns resolutely car- 
ry our censures, separating scandalous persons from our sacra- 
mental communion, and declining that familiar converse with 
those who are so separated, which migiit lead them to think wc 
privately disregarded these censures whicli had in public so aw- 
ful a form ; yet at the same tune, let iis not treat them as enemies, 
or as thoNC of whose recovery we have no hope, hut remember 
lithe tenderness of brotherly love, amfdst all the severest acts of 
bnjtherlv reproof, and the common lie of huinaniiy, to those 
whom we are eonirnanded to regard only as heathens or puhlieans. 
11 ]\lay there be in the professed disci|)les of .Icsns, a earc to 
avoid and discourage that sloth and petulance wdiieh would make 
men busy in other people’s matters, while they are quite negli- 
8, ngent of tlieir own. , Let us remember the example of the apos- 
12 tio, and be solicitous to eat our own bread. So shall we lie most 
likely to enjoy inward peace and satisfaction of mind, and find 
that relish in the possession of a little which the largest supplies 
would not give to them, who are conscious to ihemsoUes of sloth 
or dkdionestv. 

Some worthless people there have always been in every sta- 
tion of life, and under all religious |)rot\!s.sions, and some idle 
drones, wlio are ready to abuse the bounty of others better than 
themselv.^s. Ihit lei u.s not from hence seek a mean excuse for 
refusing m such a.% really stand in need of acts of liberality and 
J 3 charity. Let ns not he weary in well-doing; the time of rest and 
reward will come. While we are waiting for it, the presence of 
the l.ord of peace may be expected, if we take care to adorn 
his religion by the usefulness, as well as the rueckn(‘ss, of our 
ix'haviotjr, in this world of misery and provocation, iliroiigh 
which he hath api^ointed us to pass, and through which he has 
himself coiulesc ended to pass before us, to make our way safe, 
and our exit happy. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 

ON THE 


FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOS I LE 
TO TIMOTHY. 

^ |''IM0TIIY, to whom tins epistle is addressed, was 
a native of Lystra, a city of Lycaoina, in tlie Lesser 
Asia. His father was a Greek, but his niotlicr, (wliose 
name was Eunice) a Jewess (Acts xvi. 1.) and, us well 
as his grandmother Lois, a person of an excellent cha- 
racter {‘2 Tim. i.^5.) The pious care they took in his 
education soon aj)pearcd to have its desirtvl success; 
.since we are assured by the apostle, that from a child 
he was well acquainted with the holy Scriptures. It is 
not certain when he was converted to the Christian 
faith ; ihouirh it is not improbable but it-misi'ht be in 
the first visit that Paul and Barnabas made to Lystra, 
mentioneil Acts xiv. when the apostle was stoned by 
the malice of the Jews and left for dead, to which he 
refers, 2 Tim. iii. 10. However this be, when St. Paul 
camp unto those parts again, he had the satisfaction to 
litul, not otdy that Timothy continued stedfast in the 
profe.ssion of Christianity, but was in great esteem with 
the cUurclies at Lystra and Iconium for his distinguish- 
ed piety and zeal. The discovery of so cxcelh'nt a 
temper promised fair for eminent usefulness, and could 
not’ fail of recommending him to the peculiar regard of 
the apostle, who from that time seems to have fixed 
ny>on him as his companion and as3i.stant in his labours. 
But, as he was a Jew on the mother’s side, he judged 
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it priuloiit (iiat he should be circumcised before ho en- 
tered upon his ministerial oflice; after which he did 
not scruple to ordain him in a solemn manner by, Me' 
imposition of hands (I Tim. iv. J4; 2 Tim. i. '(),). though 
he was at that time probably not much more than 
twenty years old. (Compare 1 7'im. iv. 12.) From 
this time we often hear of him as attending the apostle 
in his travels, and assisting him in preaching the gos- 
pel; and from Hcb. xiii. 2.^, we may gather, that ho 
shared with him in his sufferings as well as his labours; 
to uhieh we may a<ld, that St. Paul has thought lit to 
join his name with his own in the inscription to several 
of the epistles, ; 2 Cor. Philip. Coloss. 1, and 2'J'hc.ss. 

ami Philem. He appears in every respect t;o h,ave been 
eminently (puililied for the important oflice with uhieh 
he uas invested; and the honourable terms in which 
the aj)oslle always mentions him to the chinches, and 
the confidence which, notwithstanding his youth, he 
reposed in him u]>on all occasions, are snfli<'ient to give 
us a very high idea of his character. And i)erliap8 
there wa.s no one of all his companions and fellow- 
labourers whose .sentiments and views of things so ex- 
actly (•orrc‘-i>onded with his own. He a^ipears, from 
their fnrt acquaintance with each other, to. have been 
particularly concerned. to form him for usefulness; and 
no doubt ids principal view, in taking him, at first) as 
the companion of his travels, was, that he might be 
more immediately undi i his. inspection, and enjoy the 
advantage of his more free and futniliar instruction.^. 
No wonder then, ij’lhea{ '»stle looked upon hi.s; pupil wit h 
peculiar coniplaconCy, and even parent.ai[ affection, 
w'hen he .saw him answer his fondest expectntion.s, and 
fill up with so mucli honmir the station he had assign- 
ed him. No wonder, on the other hand, tliat Timothy 
.‘•hould discover a filial reverence for a person of St. 
Paul’s i^encrahJe character, with whom he had been .so 
intimately connected, and from whom he had received 
.so many and* such important favours. 

It is well known, that the date of this epi.sllc hath been 
greatly disputed ; to enter largely infjo the controversy 
would far exceed the limits allotted to these Introductions. 
Ho\v«vcr, as in a work of tliis kind, the reader may expect 
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sonic notice should be taken of a (piestion which is of 
some importance, and nsi be may not be furnisheJ ailh 
iUif^se authors,*'* \yho Jiave treated it more fulJy, 1 shall 
h^e {^rv'.e some account of the principal hypothesis re- 
lating to jt, and state the evidence with which they are 
respectively atterKlcd. 

The hypothesis which seems to have prevailed roost 
gerijecaJIy, is. That it was written about the year of our 
Lord when Paul had lately (]uitte<l Ephesus on ac- 
• count of the tumult raised there by Demetrius, andivas 
gone into Macedonia, Acts xx. 1. AjmI this is the opi- 
nion of many learned critics, ancient and modern ; par- 
fictilarly of Athanasius, Tbeod»i)rct, Baronins, Ludovic, 
Capellus, Blumliel, Hammond, Grotius, Salmasius, Light- 
foot and Benson.-— On the otiicr hand, Bishop Pearson 
endeavours to prove, that it could not be written till the 
year (>.7, between the first and second; imprisonment of 
i*^aid at Rome; and l/Enliiist, without any hesitation, 
goes into this hypothesis. 

It is universally all<*wed, that St. Paul must have writ- 
ten thi.s first epistle to 'rimothy at some journey which 
he made from Ephesus to Macedonia, having, in the 
mean lime, left Timothy l>ebindhim.ut Ephesus; for he 
exjiressly saith to 'timothy, I Tim. i. .j, I besought thee 
siiU to abide at Ephesus, zidiett I iccnt htia Maeedonia. 
Bisiiop iVaison accordingly, in order to prove that the 
date of tliis epistle was as lato as he supposes, iaiving 
ob.served that we read only of three journeys of' Paul 
through Macedonia (via. Acts xvi. 9, 10; Acts x.\. I ; 
and ibid. vcr. 3), endeavours to shew, that it could not 
be written, in any of these, and must consotjuently h.',ive 
been vunkten in some lb»rfch journey, not mentioned in 
the history, which he .s«j>po8es was about tbc y»'ar 0.9, 
after Pflul was released li'Om his fust imprisonment at 
Rome. — ^ — That it was not written, at the first or thinl 
of these-jourupys is readily allowed, and it appears from 

Sort Pearson Op. Tost. Diss, 3. C. ix.*§ p. 7.'>, 5i0. ; 

Hoii.sonN Propap. of Christianity, vol. TI. p. 107—170 , 

Wiuii iVI«letcm. C. ix^ § 3— v>. 

};oyse’s Works, vol. U. p, ‘?1‘« — 197. 
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the whole series of the context in both places i but it is 
the second that is generally cojitended for. 

Now tlic bishop supposes, tha^ the epistle w'as 
w ritten at this second journey, because it appeatsTir^ 
Acts xix. that Paul did not leave Timothy then .at 
Ephesus, having sent him before into Macedonia, and 
appointed him to meet him at Corinth. See I Cor. iv. 

17; xvi. 10. I'o this it is answ'ered, that though 

Paul did indeed send 'Fimotby from Ephesus", yet, as 
w’e are told that Paul made some stay there after that 
f.'Vcts xix. Timothy might he returned before the 
tumult, and so the apostle might, notwithstanding, leave 
him behind at Ephe.sus, when he himself set out on ids 
journey for Macedonia. (For it should be observed, 
that he changed his scheme, and, before lie went to Co- 
rinth, where he had appoinleil Timothy to meet him, 
spent some time in Macedonia; from whence he wrote 
his second episilc to the Corinthians in company with 
'l imothy, who came to him in his return from Corinth, 
and continued with him while he remained in these 
parts ) Now that Timothy returned to Ephesus, before 
the apostle d(‘parl<'d, will indeed appear very )»robable, 
if, (as Mr. Boyse argues from Acts x.x. .31, coiujiared 
WMth chap. xix. 8, 10.) St. Paul spent three years at 
Ephesus, and in the neighbouring parts, and .sent Ti- 
mothy away nine months before the tumult; which would 
leave him time enough 'o perform Ids commission, and 
return to Ephesus before the apo.^'llc had left it. (Sec 

Family Expos. V\'l. III. sect. 4.3. note*, p. 282.) To 

which it may be added, that it appears from I Cor. xvi. 
10, 11, widch ( pistlc was written from Ephesus, that 
Paul expected Timothy, after his journey to Macedo- 
nia and Corinth, would return to him it that city. . 

The bishop further objects to the epistle being tvritten 
at tldaseeond journey, mentioned Actsxx. 1 ; that when 
the apostle set out he proposed to go into Macedonia, 
and- visit the churches there and in Greece, which must 
necessarily take up a considerable time; whereas in his 
epistle to Timothy he speaks of his intention to return 
very soon. (1 Tim. iii. 14; iv. 13.) — But it is natural 
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to suppose, that some imforeseen accident might detain 
(liim longer than he designed ; and, being disappointed 
0 ." Some assistance he expected from Macedonia, he 
might eftc'rwards send for Timothy to come to him, 
vBio, as|.he passage by sea might be dispa,lchcd in a 
few days, might arrive at Macedon before 4.1>c apostle 
wrote his second epistle to the Corinthians. 

The bishop further argues, that it appears from the 
epistle to Titus, as well as from some passages in his 
epistle to the Philippians, and to Philemon, that Paul 
aelually iniulo another journey into those parts after his 
fjrst imprisonment at Rome, in n Inch jounu'y he loft 
Titus behind him at Crete, which lay in his way from 
Rome. (Tit. i. .5.) Now it must he allowed the hi-diop, 
that the supposition which Saluiiisins makes is not at 
all likely, that Paul lonehed at Crete when he was going 
from Achaia to Macerlonia, for tlien he carried a col- 
lection with him, (I Cor. xvi. 1 — fi; Acts xxiv. 17.) 
and therefore it wms not proltable he w'oidd go so much 
out of his way; and when he was about to sail into 
Syria, aiul beard that snares were laidtor him, (.Acts xx. 
3.) it is not to be supposed that he would go into liie 
mouth of them; or tliat he would' take up his time in 
preaching at Crete, wiien he was in haste to be at Je- 
rusalem, (Acts XX. Hi.) or that ho would winter at. Ni- 
capolis, ( Tit. iii. 12. 1 when winter was pa.s.sed, and lit. 
desired to lie at Jorusahnn before the jiassover. — But 
then it hath lieen oh.served, that perhaps the epistle to 
Titns might be among the lirsi Paul wrote, and his voy- 
age to Crete, one of the many events before his going 
up to the council at Jerusalem, which in the history of 
the Acts, Luke not being in company with him when 
they occurred, hath entirely passed over ; and of which 
there aVe, notwithstanding, some traces in St. Paul’s 
epistles; particularly 2 Cor. xi. and Rom. xv. 19. Or 
if It be aliow'ed that the epistle to Titus was written by 
Paul alter his first imprisonment, it will not follow from . 
thence, that the first epistle tol'iniothy must liave been 
written at the .same time. Thi.s is a brief account of 
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the arguments for Bishop Pearson’s hypothesis» that 
this epistle was written about the year 65, with their| 
respective answers. 

On the other hand, it is pleaded in favour of the' first- 
mentioned hypothesis, namely its being written in twe 
vear 58, 

(1.) That when Paul wrote his first epistle to him, Ti- 
mothy was a youngman,(lTim. iv. 12, Let m man (fe- 
spise thy youth i) which is also referred to, 1 Cpr. xvl. 10, 
11. Now supposing he were only' l6 years old when he 
was converted tbChristianity, which was in the year 46, 
be would in the year 58 be about 28 j'ears of agej but 
in 65, the time when Bishop Pearson supposes the epistle 
was written, he would be 35, and past a youth, 30 being 
the age at which the Levites were, according to the law, 
to enter upon their office. And whereas it hath been ob- 
jected to tliis observation, that even in bis second epistle, 
which is supposed to lie written some years after his first, 
he is cautioned to flee youthful lasts; it may be replied, 
that though be were indeed at that time in tlu.' meridian 
of life, yet he was not out of the reach of such tempta- 
tions, tiiough the season of youth be more pt'culiarly 
liable to tliem. Besides, the admonition might be in- 
tended to suggest this thought, that, having outgrown 
youth, he ought to be so much the more superior to them. 

(2.) It is observed, that the state of things in the 
churel! of Ephesus in 58, better suits tbc contents of the 
first epistle than it does in 65 For instance, it appears 
from chap. i. 3, 4, 6, 7, and other passages, that those 
corruptions which the aj'ostle speaks of as greatly in- 
creased an.l risen to a considerable lieight, when be met 
the elders of Ephesus at Miletus, and when he wfote his 
second epistle, were just beginning *0 creep into the 
church at the time of his writing the first. — Tof w'hich 
it may be added, that from the particular instructions 
Paul, in his first epistle, gives Timothy about ordination, 
it seems as if the church of Ephesus, and those in the 
neighbourhood, had few or lio bishops at the time it 
was written; from whence it smpears extremely proba- 
ble, lint the meeting betw'een Paul and the elders, or hi- 
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shops, of Kphesus, at Miletus, must have been after the 
'■-.vriting of this epistle, 'Mr. Drury, on the other hand, 
hath .pleaded, tliat when Paul addressed the elders at 
Miletus, he speaks of these things as future; (Acts xx. 
20.) whith, when he \Vrote his fii’St epistle to Timothy, 
were actually accomplished; such as the trouble they 
met with from Judaiziug teachers, &c, which are the 
persottS'he supposes tve are to understand by greivous 
or ravening wolves, in the forecited passage bf the Acts; 
and therefore the epistle must be written after that in- 
terview. But, to this it is replied, that the ravening 
wolvc's, of which the apostle there speaks, were heathen 
persecutors, and not such seducers as should arise among 
themselves. — ^Somo have farther objected, that, even in 
his epistle to the F.phesians, the apostle does not speak 
of those eviLs as having risen to such a height in the 
church, as he does in his first epistle to Timothy, though 
the epistle to the Ephesians was undoubtedly written 
after the interview at Miletus; iherelbre, the first epis- 
tle to 1'imothy must be written some length of time af- 
ter that interview. To this it may be justly replied, 
that, without supposing the apostle to intiihate in his 
first epistle, that the evils referred to had actually i)re- 
vailed so far, it is c:ertain, from that part of Luke’s his- 
tory which jireccdes Acts xx. that there was such a bi- 
gotted zeal lor the Mosaic law, among some professing 
Cliristians, as would justify the caution given to 1 imo- 
thy; especially, considering that a great many Jews 
were always resident in Ephesus. And though in the 
epistle to the Ephesians, Paul says nothing ofjndaiz- 
ing heaqlicrs, (nor of the wolves and perverse men who 
should arise, against whom, it is certain, ho had before 
the da\e of it, cautioned the elders at Miletus,) yet 
many of the advices he gives in that epistle, as well as 
in .this to Timothy, would be of great lise in preserving 
Christians from such dangers. )But, 

. (3.) The argument oh which .the principal stres.shath 
been laid, in order to prove the date of this epistle to be 
ab«uf the year 58,. .is ta^en from the solemn prophetic 
declaration winch Paul made when he took his leave of 
the elders of Ephestis at Miletus, that theyzeouid nnrr 
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nee his face any more-, (Act xx. 25.) from whence it is 
inferrcJ, that he must have written his epistle to Tjmo-^ 
thy before that interview ; since in that he not owjy exr 
presses a full expectation of reluming, but speaks of 
ijis having just left Ephesus wlieii he set out f»pon his 
journey for Maecdouia, — I’he chief objection to this 
seems to arise from 2 'I'iin. iv. 20, where Sr. Paul ac- 
quaints 'rimothy, that he had left Trophimus sick at 
Miletum, plainly intimating that he had lately, been 
visiting tliose parts; wdiieh, admitting that c'pistl'e to 
have been written but a short time before his death, will 
indeed prov<* that he took another journey into Asia 
after his tirst imprisonment: but we cannot certainly 
infer Irom thence, that he must have been at Ephesus. 
Dr. Whitiiy and other critics have observed, that the 
Miletum here mentioned was in Crete, and, conseriuent- 
ly, not the same with Miletus near Ephesus, where the 
apostle had that interview with the elders so often re-; 
ferred to. If it should appear to any most probabh' on 
the whole, that St. Paul did take such a journey after 
his first irnpiisonment, and make a visit to Ephesus; in 
order to r’. concile it with Acts xx. 25, he must make 
this supposition, that most of the ministers or elders of 
Ephesus, and of the neighbouring parts, were, by that 

time, either dead or removed. From tins d<‘tail of 

the arguments in favour of both these hypotheses, the 
reader may determine for himself which bids the fairest 
for truth. ,See Family Expositor, Vol. III. sect. 4.5, 
notes Compare sect. 4.3, note “, and sect. 46, 

note f. 

Upon examining the contents of this epi.stle, it ap- 
pears, that it was principally intended to direct Timothy 
in managing the allairs of the church while he abode at 
Ephesus; and particularly to instruct him in choosing 
proper persons to bo set apart for the ministry and other 
ofliees in the church, as well as in the exercise of a re- 
gular discijiliiu;. Another ]>art of the apostle’s design 
Avas to caution this young evangelist against the influ- 
ence of those Judaizing teachers, who, by their subtile 
distinctions and entllcss controversies, had corrupted 
th9?puritv and simplicity of the gos])el ; to jtress upon 
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him a constant regard, in all his preaching, to the in- 
terests of practical religion, and to animate him to the 
greatest diligence, fidelity, and zeal, in the discharge of 
his oflice. 

In purjiiiance of this design, the apostle, after having 
saluted his beloved jiupil with his usual affection, and 
reminded him of the reasons for wliich he left him bc- 
hind^:a:|!^hosus, takes occasion, from the idlespccula- 
tions' aiTO, Jewish controversies that had been unhappily 
' introtluced into the church, to assert the practical na- 
ture and tendency of the Christian doctrine, and from 
thence to remonstrate against the absurdity of opposing 
the gospel, out of a pretended zeal for the law; when in 
reality the great end of the law’ w'as much more elfec- 
tually answered by the gospel, as it not only rcsfriimcd 
men from the more open and notorious acts of vice, 
against which the law was more immediately levelled, 
but was culcitlated to raise its votaries t6 the most sub- 
lime heights of virtue, chap. i. 1 — 11 — The apostle, 
having mentioned thegb.fipci, cannot forhoar digressing, 
in the liihuss of his heart, to express the affectionate 
sen.se he had of the Divine goodne.ss in calling liim, u’ho 
had been a pci. scent or, to the Christian faith and mini- 
sterial ollice, and observes that this favour was extended 
to him, though so unworthy, as an encouragement to 
those that should believe in every future age, vcr. 12 — 
17. lie tlien goes oii to recommend to timothy a con- 
scientious care in discharging the duties of that sacred 
office he had committed to him, and reminds him of 
the fatal mi<carriage of some who had apostatised from 
the faith. In pursuauee ol tins general exhortation, he 
directs that prayer should be offered up for all men, and 
especiallv for princes and magistrates : as it was the great 
design ot Christianity to promote the peace and welfare 
of communities, and the happiness of the whole human 
race. And, as the prudent behaviour of all the members 
of the society was of great importance to the credit of 
religion, he advises the women to maintain the strictest 
decency in their dress, as well as modesty and reserve 
in their whole deportment, walking as person.s profc-s.'^ing 
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"0(111111=58 ; aiid forbids their teaching in public assem- 
blies, us hicomistcnt with that due' subjection to the 
other sex ivhich he enforces from, the scriptum-aircount 
of the fall, ver. 1 8, to the end, and chap. ii. throughout.-^ 
.As one very ittiportant part of ritnothy’s office 'Was to 
ordain -miTiisters and ollicors in the church, the apbsUc 
jirocc'cds to instruct him in the (}ualitications neces- 
sary both for bishops and deacons. A bishop,/be pas- 
tor, he describes as a person of a blameless um 
plar}^ character, distinguished for his teniperaU'Ce, tno- 
diTfitidn, and charity, the husband of one wife, prudent 
in tlie nmnagement of his own fcutiily, not lately con- 
v(;rted to the Christian foith, but Well furnished with 
knowledge, ami in good repute with his heathtni neigh- 
bours. Mis directions for the choice of deacons are 
nearly the same, which he conclude* with represent- 
ing the advantages that would attend the faithful dis;- 
charge of that office ; chap. iii. 1.-— 13.— -And, that, Ti- 
mothy might he the more concenujd to follow his iu- 
.strnclions, he speaks in very high terms of the impor- 
tance of the charge committed to him, and the sublime 
anti exeeileiit nature of the Christian dispensation. Yet 
ho assiirt's him the Spirit had expressly foretold, that 
apostat('s should arise iir the church, who would corrupt 
the purity and simplicity of the gospel, requiring absti- 
nence from marriage, and from various kinds of meats, 
which God liud left indiflerent, and teaching other doc- 
trines equally false and pernicious, ver. 14, to the end, 
and chap. iv. — As many of the precepts he had 

given him were of universal concern, he exhorts him to 
inculcate them upon the society committed to his cart., 
leaving -those idle tales, of which the Jewish rabbies were 
so fond, and Ciiufining his discour.ses to the great truths 
of practical religion : these, he observes, were the foun- 
dation of all their hopes as Christians, and the advance- 
ment of these was the great end of all his labours and 
sutTcrings. And, to render his ministry among them suc- 
ccs.'>fiil, he recommends it to him, to maintain such a 
purity .and sanctity of manners as might not only secure 
him from that contempt to which his youth would 
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otherwise expose him, but render him a worthy exam- 
ple to the flock. With ,t(;e same view, he exhorts him 
to use the. utmost diligence in exercising and improv- 
ing the gilts with whieli God had honoured him, lor the 
cdifieatioy of the church and tin; salvation of .souls, ver. 
6, to the eiul. — ^^Fhc upostlo then proceids to la\ down 
.some directions for ‘^I'lmotlij ’s conduct towards persons 
in different circumstances of life, advising him to suit 
his manner of address to their respective ages and sttind- 
*ing in the chiireli. 'I’liis leads him to give some ruhs 
in relation to tlio.se widovts wlio were entrusted by the 
society willi some ])eculiar ofliee, and inainlaiiied in 
the di.sehargo of it out of the |)nl'!ic .stock. Xone were 
to be admitt(;d into this iiumbcr, but lli(),s(' u iio, being 
advanced in hfe, were de.stilut(‘ of any other Mipjutrt, 
and had maintained an rxemidary character Ibr piety, 
charity, and every good work; for he o!i-orv(s, ihc 
many irregularities into which per.sons in younger life 
were often beiiaved, was a siiiiieicnt rea.'on lor exclud- 
ing them from .such a trust; chap. v. 1 — l(j. St. Paul 
further directs, that a peculiar honour should be paid 
to faithful ministers, and no accusation received against 
them, Imt on the credit of two or three vvitnc.-ses. .\iiil, 
as a due care in the exercise of Christian discipline 
was of so much importance to the credit (d religion, he 
gives him a most solemn charge to observf' the strietost 
impartiality in the e.xceutiou of this dillicuit pail of 
his office. . On the .same priiiciplc.s, lie admonishes liinj 
not to engage too hastily in sotting apart any to the 
ministry, lest he should make himself partaker of tln ir 
guilt; aud from the variety of iiH'n’s eharac tors, inti- 
mates the ncces.sity of prudence atul caution in bis 
maimer of treating them. To all wliioh he adds some 
advices neliiting to the behaviour of servants touard.s 
their masters, wheihcrthey were heathens orC'hri.slians, 
vcr. 17, to the end, and chap. vi. 1, 2. — ^^I he apostle 
having finished Ids instructions to Timotliy in relation 
to the pastoral othee, exhorts him ’"to avoid those false 
teachers, who, instead of insisting upon the groat truths 
of practical religion, ‘amused their hearers with trifling 
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coiitn*'. . r.'K s, whicli st.Tvc<l to raisc a spirit of en- 
vy a.iiil (Dtitontion in tiu' rlnnoh, whiii- at the same 
turn-, liD'li r a pi'clcn(lc<l 7,c.\l !ur tlie (rntli, th(',y'\vere 
ii a!i\ e.n i'} on ihtir i-\\ n ni< r( < i!a»>y views. '1 his 
l<aiU him to fanliou rini.<;hy ayain>t all approaches 
louardf. a covelons fiinpi r, '\iii(‘h i.e re[)rcscnts as the 
root of all evil, a.ul to p.C'J iroon liim a constant and 
o-rowin;!; rcyaid to \i:al practscal oodliiu'ss, as of the 
nlmo't conseriuence to In', ov. n ami his people’s ha]»- 
pines^; chap. \ i. — I J. I’o yive yet greater force to 
liis adniotei ion«, the apo.xtle eoncliuh s uitli a most so- 
lemn eh'ii" f to l imothy, a.sin llie presence' ol (iod and 
C'livist, to maintain the purity «'! the C.’hiisiian i'aitn as 
he had n •'•i\ed it (rom Iiim, that it might hi' preserved 
nneorinpt till tlie gloi'ous ap])eara!iee of Clirist at 
till' gii at day. — .Alter wliir li, li<' inscits, hy way of 
I’o'tsMipt, an e.\hortati(in to tlu' rich, not to he imll'ed 
lip v.ith their we.ilth, hut li> employ it in aet'- ot cha- 
iit\ anil hem iie' iv e, 1 hat lluyv might >-( cii.’e to them- 
'! Ue^ ( leiii.sl hie; ami doses all with ri newiny his eai- 
ee.'t to i imol hy, to ke-'p tisil gospel ht' had 

( nil It'll d with h,m, and Ciirefali’. io avoid tltose empty 
sp; (•nf.s loii., and \ ain sOjjhistr’.es h\ ulmi. 'ome had 
joc'-n ensnar. d. vi r. hd, to the ( nd ol the i pi- lie. 
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riRST KPISTI.K OF PAFL TIIF APOSTLF 


TO riMcrnn. 


s E c 'r. 


I. 


The apnsflt' Paulj aftvr havinc^ snlufnl Titnuilni \'nh niiicJi 
iio}iy (Did iiivntiom^l the reiLyi.ns of /'/.s- iur'hi:: /;/;// uf I'plh 

att '-' the {ih'surdiD/ of viu) ifu nd 

of pretended zeal J(jr the lute if (ivd/ l iiin. I. i -M. 


1 TIMOTHY I 1, 

J PJi /,y an upos'lc of tl’L* f.<Tl .Awj/s’ (thnsf 
mroi (Inia to the n' .u;'i rv 

fitMlotii s«\mmpi, himI inaiid n/ Hod our SuuoiO y and id' fhc lo rd Jesus 
i ^rl I. TA/Zs/, /.<?] the loiiinlalif^i) ol *.'11 oi/r hope 

'* l iiio i iiiwiiiv, ouv‘ h:i})j)iness in tins worlil and the ni*xt, 
my own y.n m ih,. Send tliis cp'stlc /o Timoflij/, [mo \ dteu >; i?te s’ori^ 


I TIM. I. 1 , 
|>Ar I. uii apo^ilr 
Cluist hy 
th«‘ ' ouiiiiaii<Jtn< nt ut' 



» My /I ///»./*> O'/. 1 It IV not ct'itaiii Ihr r'liiiplai't-Mi-v h*' f ninl in tl.'i'.jvM.t- 
froin tin** liivioi \ . that 't'lniotliv wa^ .st aim'hv had inT-n'-d ii'-in li'fri .n »fit' 
jirst l)v l\n:l , c? iTi|»arf , Aof*; work *>1 lit#: aiol in tin • ''..'n*. 

xvjt 1, 'J, II til that be v» loiii ca'id ai)M iKiii whirl) lb' . t i Ih iii 

•calK him his s-ti, i liietly to rsjirfss the ymm;; miiustri oxpit ><■(! t'j hiin , I'.n 
parcntul atil’p.lion he had for him. and cau us.- doubt but Timothy had ivco;.- ! 



AGS' Paul cautions Timotliy against Jewish fables, 


SECT. 

I. 


1 Tim. 
I. 2. 


i?i the failbj in whom I see those unfeigned grace, mercy 

graces of true piety wliich God ^ath wrought 
in Ins licart hy my means, and which. I have chniitour T.xvd. 
inyscll’hy hii> grace experienced in mine own. 

May grace^ meny^ \an(l] peace ever be u])on 
theo, /; yi7// (iml^ 07/7’ alini^dity and ever gracious ** 

Fat fiery and Irom C/in.st Jesus our Lord, through 
whom he communicates these blessings to sin- 
I'ul men. 

3 ^Is I entreated thee to ayntinue at Ephesus, 3 As I besougi/. 
rehen I nent into Macedonia (Acts xx. 1,) t /j*'*** # 

tnou nughtcat charge somewno seemed inciinahlc ,nt..vivi;ifeilonin, that 
to introduce their own corrupt notions into the thounntihtestcharg-: 
church, that thci/ should not teach other doctrine s^>»»<‘ that they teach 
contrary to i!to 'certain tn.lh I had delivered to 
ihem, [io] 1 hope thou wilt still be mindful of 
the exhortations I gave thee, and [act] strenu- 
4ously upon thtMii. In [uirsuance of these views, 4 Wither give heed 
I depend upon it, that thou wilt caution 
admonish them] not to regard Jewish fables 
and endless genealogies, which, intricate as the r.itiKi- than podiv 
investigation ofiliom is, the Jadaizing teachers ^ddvmg, which i.sin 
are so loud to trace, as thinking so many pnvi- 
Jeges to depend upon them, 7chivh indeeil of rU 
v/af ter of ivoubUisnmr und angry debates, raifu r 
than godly ediftcatum in the faith of Christ, or 
■>in any ol the duties of an holy life. But let 
it always he rememhered and considered, that 
the great end oj the ^ospf^Udeckrationis^ pro- h^ait, and oj a good 
mote in the mind, a temjjor directly opposite to cunscunre, and 
even a principle of ‘ove, and all the genu- unicigncd : 
me expressions of it that can proceed from a ” 
pure hear* and a i:ood conscience, supported and 
animated i’\ <tn undissemblcd faith in the great 
(•doctrines i. reveals. .Ibi. these arc iiohle apd C) From whirh somp 

* « • c 1' I 1 • .1 liavin:^ Sttorvfil, 

gc'iieroii.> ..lings, lor which, some Inn n\^r greatly 
leandend, have turned aside to vam and empty vain jangling: 
discourse and harangue, which could li ve no 
tendency to edification, but only cxpiess their i 


5 \.»H till* ond oi* 
c ooiiMti.iiiJmcntis 
chanty, iHii tif a pure 


much coiithojation in Cbristiaiiity from 
^hr aj'Obtle. 

Jitiish fai 'rs."] To what a mon- 
^houst gioc liKso fah!e-s aiw; brought by 
tlic imI) olirely ignorant, 

I'lougii lew are so unhappy as fully to 
Kjm)w. It i:. probable, (his wild roin.in- 
tii’ hi'inour iiimlit in some trieasiTre pre- 
*Mil srailv apostle's da\ and 

be referred to here, ity the grin a- 


logics afterwards mentioned, I do not, 
with some roinnnnutors, understand tie* 
a’onsof ihc unosiics, bnttahlfh oflinfMt 
descent, by which the Jews eiidcavouicd 
to proTC their ri'.;hi as priests and Levites, 
or tlieir alliance to the house of X)a\icl, 
all which were appaiently \ain, in*the 
circumstances in which the Jews flien 
rr, and in those to which every Chris- 
tiaii knew they Mnn^t quickly be reduced. 



7 Desiriag to le 
feachers of the law, 
undorstiir’.ling iiei- 
tJicr what they ,s:iy, 
nor wlieieof they 
alfirni. 


8 15uk we know 
that the law if goo<l, 
I if a man use it )aw- 
iiillv. 


9 Knowing ti 
that the law is nut 
made fur a rigliUotis 
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own pride and folly, and feed that of otliers. sfct. 
Desiring to lie teachers of the law^ and assuming i. 
as magisterial airs as any of its professed 
lots can do,** and vot in the mean tiinic, neither ^ i 
understanding wnat they say^ nor conccnihig 
Zi'liut they so confidently affirm^ while they vent 
these precarious fancies of their own, as if they 
were induhitable and self-evident truths, the 
lir:»t principles of all science, human or divine. 

But while I say this, I am very far from hav-8 
ing the least design to reflect upon the law of 
Moses, or upon tliti precepts of God’s natural 
law : for wc well that ike luxe [i<J good 

and excellent^ reasonable in its eonstitiition, and 
most profitable in its tendency, if a wan iis<c it 
hrufully^'^ and according to its original inten- 
tion. As knowing thisy that a es tablished, 
as we know that in question to be, wuh penal 
sanction, is not made in a direct and immediate 
reference to a righteous man,'’ who will indeed 


’ Tcmhrn of fit' Tlic word is 

hrre v:{j.^^iUry,'(>'y., wliith wc r<’ndcr in 
till* cvaiigi lisi', (i''Cti n <if the laxc ; and 
though it iiuL Uhfd unactly in tlut 
simse here, yet ilirn' seems to he some 
lefiireuce lo it. 'rin^ is urged as .in ar* 
gurneiir, that the h'lcheik Iwre re- 
iern;il to eon hi not be tiv' gnostics, m ho rle- 
ci.iied an .i\er^ion to tiie iiw ; ii jI to iii- 
si'-t on the agi cement ol freniciis, Clc- 
in- lit, .iiui JeioMi, in pl.ioing Valei'tiniis, 
( nrpiocate;>, and Uasilules, the louiuit r.s 
of tii.il seel, miu'h lower. 

/' fi man uie U /ai.'fulltf.] This plainly 
mlimates, that them veio soiiu' who 
.jl)useil the luxi'j bn rowing a put; me 
iroin It to e iiidemn suinc of Hu* best * 1 “ 
men, and tn subveit the go-pri. And 
whereas some had represented Paul .in 
Cherny in (hr- /aw, he here denies and dis- 
pi ov es the (.’harge Thu desic;!! of the .^fo- 
Mio law was to direct the eondiict nf those 
to whom It M'3.s gi\ 4 * 11 , and to iinuihle tbuui 
i.ndei* a Sfns(*of tln ir .sin, but it could 
iigt b« in! entil'd lo sa\t them by a peifect 
conformity to it, wlicb was co ai’cvaioi, 
the laic voukl not 1 / 0 . Kuiu. \iii. 3. 

• /art' u nvt mutJc in ivh'nnie to 4 
nuui ( .Juk'm h x'w'»». 

'v)me \ mild lendi-r it, dee-t not he Q»mmt 
rff^hiiuui man; but I do not tiiid that 
‘ills interpretation of the void xn7«i ii» 
nils connection, can be justitied by suf- 
/’•Mcut .^niboi'itv, nor »'ould jt be very 


easy to cirar up the apostle’s urguinent 
on that luunpreiai.on. The thought 
seems evident ‘ v to he this, '1 li il n b,c 
(for there i.h no Jii tu le to delernum' or 
contioeitto the If v. i.,!,.) isi luellv iiilt nci- 
cdto restrain nun i'ioin.i< lions .ii^iiioiu 
to the public. What it ^ 3 y^ tlier. ‘oie 
chiefly relates to crimes and Hi- n pi,- 
riisbinents; hot the gciiius ol ( hi Min- 
ty is so si.himie, and ih*' elijutier of 
Christians in the genei.il i.it .hai 1 nf ) 
so good, that llu'ie is rr r,t 1 d ' f intis'- 
ing on legal S'-utv ir'e.-. lienonnLnl .m.iii.U, 
Mich etioimilK"!. Ill ouh r to kci p ii.eni 
in the c ii.i&c >.f th.ii d-.itv. I eon ti ud- 
]y think witit Ihodao ind ! 'I'ut'.it.' , tfiat 
bv th« mention ol tin *»■ eimn-. u ■ m- 
timate.c, that their ./« w 'Ui ie.uiiei‘> \uic 
such wn.'tchcs as t!i »sf liMt ‘.pnkt n o!, 
a.s if he had said, one (d tin clurt ows (lif 
the law is to condemn such iht'io'* j*. es, 
SiK'li monslr-rs could n> \ei li,i\e main- 
tained d party 10 religion, hui l,c imght 
cliuO£.c tliCai* instance.'^, pi« cepti) of the 
law in particular lay .i.^nin t eai huf liicni, 
and as the discourscb of tlw'^.’ tr jclieis 
rnightbc a Sort of euiMioon piriee, .dmest 
entirely Icvcllul n>:;iiM'i ilu' v.oi't of 
dimes, and s'> le"' ’-uiieu lo the ♦•dPif-.i- 
tionofbelievcr.s. 'looi- oh ate itso m.i- h 
upon Ibcrn, and esj.t, ni:^ to ])ii:.iiri ty 
condemn tliem«#i.t i.f it, w as ilitii fop- ;in 
irregular and improper o'-v of the la*.?. 



rj/O K' Hirfiois on the superiorih) of the gospel lo the lauK 



i)t^ ti vv to Irmsolt*; but in order to restrain the 
irn%;ii:..rin*v, ;ind eriori»utie'» of the *lun'/ess and 
'/i . iind to preserve society from ilirir 
Of these it speaks, to these it duetts 
it-. lueiiJa iHir voice, < veil to the itnpious and 
[ ; . / y. n ■ ( J > in n rr ^ , to / he u n b ohj a ml ./) / v)/ a n e , 
w'.vt li- .' ard tie- re^hls both of ( iod and man, 
j a rti y of la> hers and id vuUhers^ or other 
lOf/.N ///,s 'To thy niai tors and Sodonnte^^ to 
i-y'os.ral }jien^ tluU they iiiay sell them 
lor ■ s. It a l lresst‘s to /a/r.v and perjured 
/•' indy II'. av\ord, is inoMidt'd to t>n:ii(l 

irhate\er is rontranj to udiolcsoy/ie doe- 
!r(. " a.ul 0 ( 0.1 in «r;d tv, that it may ri'strain 
an i ( onironl ilie :uii*m)is of mischief, and mark 
d» ‘ui out ;u iiie olijeeis of iiiiiv(*rsal abhorroTice 
I «r.nl just j)ini-»’nie'ni And the-^e thm<;s are 
co.wlemoe l l\v ever\ i)ivine r*‘velation, and lyy 
line \N iiu b v\<‘ loacdi in the strongest terms, ffC- 
('‘j.di'u: (n 'h‘ known tenor of Xhi*. glorious gos^ 
pf’l ^'1 


(j-nL xrith uhick / 7C(/y in- 


inun, bill for the law 
and disobedient 
lor the ui)/;oiliy and 
tor '.niicrs,' toi un- 
liolv 'and piot'diie, 
tor nimderer'i of fa- 
thers anil innrderriH 
of mothers, for aian- 
hlayeis. 

10 For M'horemoii-' 
•jers, for them that de- 
li !(> rhebiselves with 
riiinkiiid, for men- 
stealLi ', toi li^.i'^, for 
perj lin'd perfjona, 
ami if there In* any 
otln r thnij; tw.it is 
ei'diiMiy to sound 
doi trine, 

11 Ae«*oidi()pr to 
the 'douoiis' ;fospcl 
of the hh ssi'd (Jod, 
uliieh uas eonmut- 
ted to niy trust. 


trmurd. 


tils 




nards against thcj smallest de- 


:i Moni t:je ‘stricte t rule of r<‘t titude, and 
tii.‘ stt 1 , i at)o‘::i nations of the heart, as well as 
tlie s< andals ot the life: so that Ibr an) 

out oi prt tended zeal for such a law to oppose 
iljt' ‘ }.el, must C(‘rtainly argue the greatest 

ignoiaiK e, or the greatest malice and hypocrisy, 
tliat (an be conceited. 


!MPROVF-:Mr.NT. 

1 . C fl R 1 S'F is indeed our hopc^ or we have nothing which can 

dt ser\e to he calLtI hope. For in us he is the hope oj glorjj. f)n 
Inn ilieretore let n.s build, to him let us with tlie most )o\fnl 
I. eoM.'i nt ct/rinii (uir souls, and, dismis^ing all vain (juesiionings 
ami end!( >> unprofitable controversies, ever attend to godly 
^edilSing, and bear in our memories and in our hearts the great 
er«d n[' Tne commandment. And ma\ tin* great (io(l of hn^e, 
wr'ik that love in luir heaits which is so justiv represenied in 
i';at view; 'love |)rbcei. ding from a ^^ood conseicnee, and from 
Urdh unfeis:>ie(l. 

y. V’- 4 vein* ■“ in the gospel, and let us rc\erenee thi' law, and en- 
d' ..\ '.)ur l'> n.sO it lawfully and properly. Let it rem'laie our lives ; 
lei if a\v;il'(*n our eier^eieiices, and lead tis to look fora herter 
rigbieon-ness than this alone cun alfurd. I'ilessed bt; Ciod, tlia! it 
10 is p* c>\ ld'‘M!ial!v made the means of lestraming many who act on 
UK'fivi's mer(*ly h'gal, from nincii wickedness, winch they might 
otherwise eouimit. Ihit 1*1 tlie irlvrioiis gospel q/ the bUssed'G^dy 
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viincited to du* aposiky 1k' the great fouiHlaiion (/ii which our seot, 
souls luiild. It is glorious indeiMl; may tlu* givat Authnr of ;? 
ever bo blessed, and iho grAai end ol tt aui,\vered in our 1 
not only in presc'ivuiji us I’ree from llioso ^n»ss euniuo:.' > of 
\vlii( h toe apostle liiiN given so black u cal..!ogu<\ and against 
whiclj thy law was more nnmvdiaiclv dincu-tl, bn: m ior'.uii'Mis 
to a stricter obedience, a snLdojicr puriiy,imd nioe-. 'N iiirii (n.p;', 
than any other dis})ensation which Goil hnnsell iia-) g \cn cc.uld 
inspire. 


Si:(‘T. 11 . 


The ap -dcviak'S a dip'cssion to erprt in livr/f/ /vv 

({fj"( i, iiimitr sutxe tu: ihui »»/ the Dr.io/ ot!t:r\s^ in cullhi^ hini^ 
tlioKpli mo.yt iintlcFryi'iti.: i-uit Juvtnn\ tnt^.cChri^' ianjaiih (Hu! 
miirsfcridl ojfice. I 'I nn. I. i'J- 17. 


1 I i.\n» I'fn ! ] 

IS gOS- .sI.C'F, 

to iny ti, 
r vviiii^/^ 

mejaiii.iii), poit pleasure, so / \> ould imu\ , in ;• p..i I icuiar man 'cr, 
tnc inio iiu- tiiii yt i'urn uiv thauks In ('hri I Ji^Ksnin' Ac/y/, a /;a 

Lif/i >trr}iip* hi fil’d me ior ihc ai\liic n. dntic<» ttf 
such a calling, that he (fccnunted tne Jiutlit id^ and 
rcpO'M'd ‘.o giral a conlid(Micc in me, puUniv ire’ 
j;. w iiow. IS ix-f r- ////#> ■//'• sacred offiec of tli*’ viinis'ri/; lihoW) 
m I jr.i :i il iiiost iiTipious bia'^jfhi Hit f iX Ids 

rlo^u*' ^ o'aj ■■ (T'.n-l perscinfi r ol Iis people, 

.-a in.'i (!\ii an \".\\\v\n\\> oppri '^s : m i‘'Oiii, i:i ( onumipr 

•ini'/ ''al\ cj (>{' ;iH human aiul iluiiii*. Jiut / oh- 

taiard dial nfivct!^ whicli jiroliahiv uouhl nf\cr 
Ollier, V I'.o !ia\(‘ oeen ext( ridcd to me, Int'unsey 
though 1 acted in a very rash, sioage, and i n- 
nnnal manner, > (’t / dal not therein contiad et 
ilie sentiments of my cons<*ienee, hut did [//J 
norand /' in unbcliej ; whereas if I bad knowing- 


^N])i ii.ankc liiist JII \ VK just liet'U imMitio.ning’tlie ohirii 
’ ' <h pel of the hle’-serM hal as eom'n){t(‘d 

.. i... I . I. . .1 . . ‘ ... . . . .. 


lio it i.li < mat' li t 




l(»rio 
{t(‘d 

irn-t. and as I alwav'' reeii.leel that favoi 


" f lit* had tlif! jiroAtor clN fxet, h'^ riiijthi not Viixe bc*<'ii ptc«pi)t 
T‘ .I-,#!! tu .u kiio'x tins •^niit as he on Uu* •'p"t xiliqn any x;f (’hri'^e.s niira- 
liad }\ »t ciilv s ■.•Urn v\ li cit ( find hiriu-h', ries wrr«* pcrfoj’nicil, . i, Chi'rfct spent h.it 
( ;u-.i)ij'4|l. (J/'eVifTi lil;h' lime ;l I htj p'-piilar 

rnnj;U . h:ni, fljnl !ln: * 

i ii>H‘ t t>!t/y.\ If P.iul Iwid Rd l»hari^c»jN ai \ » mIc*', iir.itrd Inm xxtihso, 

OjipoiUimtx ' j k'j nioi*- fh.i'i some much x’'>iit« rnpt, and \»mc -n In!! iu lu,.*- 

oUtcis, (.■onijutc l.nk-' wni. "A.) yet lipftiiy aga ^L him, a .d s 
ptili.n^, bciii;; l.‘jcn a M'lM>ljr atOaTufi- xMin'e the nu.sl ilaivJcijiib lepnjM lu the 



572 IVfio had been d persecutor to the Chnstim ministry. 



SECT. ly o])j)<)SC(.l what I apl)rt^h^Klc‘d to be truth, out 
II. of regard to seciil.ir inU n 1 sh )uld donbt- 
li‘ss lia\e been lelt to perish under a judicial 
biiii.lncss of mind and hardness of heart, lint 1 4 And the grace 
the si'nia: of our blessi*d Ir'rd suprraboiindcd to- 
wartls nil*, bem(^ attended ivitn tliii e.\i*reise ol with ftith and love 
Jaith ami li>vt‘ ivliich is in Christ Jesiis^\.\\\{\ \n\)\c\\ is in Christ 

by tlio inHucncf* of his spirit and oraee was iin- *^®‘'*“** 
planted in my heart, thereliy giving life and joy 
to my profe.ssion, 

15 I eaniiot therefore but mention ilyis^ as wbat. i:>This/.H a faith- 
[/.sl n inciSt/^fP/A/w/ infallible and IVnrthj/ fnl saymir, and w.,r- ' 

of all anrplancr, of l)i,-ing nniversaliy ri-cciyod 
and admitted by every one wlio hi'ars it, and of sus cahui jnro tiie 
being welcomed to the heart, as well as gaining vvoii.it«.s.ivrsinruis 
tli(! ussi-ni of the im(lrr^fai.<hiig, that Christ ./<?* ‘ 

the eternal Son of (iod, tliongh originally 
possessed of Divine glory with the Karher, canic 
with inlinitc! condesceiHioii info (he world ii\ 
which we dwelt, fhat he might save from final 
eondemnaiion and, ruin miserable sinnej's; of 
whoni^ it beeoiiies me ever with all humility to 
confess that J am chief , For surely there never 
w as, nor ever will be a display of richer and more 
soverojgii grace than that which recovered and 
IG transformed im*. Jiut it was in a great nioa- i 'dEiu 
sme /or this cause that I obtained the mercy of 
whieli I was so miw'orlhy , that in wc, as the chief 
of sinners, sicsus Christ might display, and, as ^hew I'ooii ii 
it wtTc, exhibit to the view of tlie wholi; world, 
an examjilc of £/// as a paiiern should iicuaftfr h^*- 
Jor \\\e oVthose who should after- U-veou him lo life 

wards i) iifve on him, even lo the remotest ages 
of tmn*, in order to the obtaining efer/hil life. 

1] And /»<w, when 1 Ciuisider it in tins view, i can- 
not foroear bursting out into a song of praise, and 
saying, /o //«c supreme Kingoi uiuvi:rsal nature, 
who reigns Lorougb all the unknown extent of 
boundless ages, and umneasurabic space, who is 


it, for this 
II. I'd nier* 

I iiiu fir^t 

inis:ht 
til lon/r- 


17 Now unto the 


pvejndicu of Ids character, that it is the 
l(!>b t(» he wuiKlored at. llmttbis ri'^li hot 
youth unshorn^ down h\ Ihc torrent. 
V('i uC' sue how far Paul uastVoni tbiiik- 
jne uU /hit and whatever could hr added 
lo it, a w//// excuse. Instead of insi- 
nii.ein,*; with some, that the miracle 
uruu.t;^ht lor his coTivtibioii to Chrisli.^iii- 
1} ^\js a It; ward tor his extraordinaiy 


intcerity and xiitue, \\hilca .Tewish zea- 
lot, hi speaks ot hinrisclf as one of ihe 
jircatost «.iijtH'rs upon CiUlli ; and thc*r<*l»y 
shfevw, by tlie way, hovi much u'-Ht a man 
may Ctuitract without acting dindly con- 
trary to the « onvK tioiisof his mind, it he 
has neglected an iunpaitial care inform- 
ing his principles of action* 



Bejkctianton the apostle's conversion, 37? 

King . terna), im- possessed of eternal glory and immortal life, sect^ 
invisible to mortal eyes; even to the 
'h!.w )iiraiidgl(ir\’, for <mly litiiig aiid true God, [be] honour 

fc\er and ever. Amen, f^lovy for ever and eveVy for this and every | 
other display of wisdom un$earchable, and 
, goodnebS inexhaustible. Amen, 

jmpko\faient. 

Wiio c;uj wonder, that a perbon of Paul’s experience and Ver, 12. 
])i<*ty, should tlius, on the mention of the gospel, digress to in- 
dulge his rellections on that singular and astonishing interposi- 
’ lion of I)i\ine grace, by .which be had been brought to embrace 
it, and honoured with the cluirge of it ! Who can wonder, that 
such l)la-^||hemies, and such outrages, as ho had uttered and com- 
mitted, such a zeal for persecution as he had exerted, should 13 
leave a di*ep impression on his heart, and engage him, notwith- 
standing all his care in the externals of the law, and blameless as 
Ik; was loncliing all its righteousness, to call himself tin* first, the 
chitd* of sinners, and to celebrate that as superabundant grace, 14? 
which had iieen extended to him. 

^Vell was lie who had received it, thereby fitted to proclaim 
it to all the world, i.et us gladly receive it from the p».‘n of this 
once mnlii>nant and blasphemous persecutor, but now holy and 
happy apostle, as a most certain truth, an<l wortliy of all accept- 
ance, that diribt Jesus, the Son of God, hath, in unutteraiile and 
inconei*iv«dde coiujiassion, come into this world of ours to save 
sinners, oven tin; chief of them. Let us- thankfully ai'cept this 
abridgm.'nt of the whole gospel, and apply to the .Saviour thus 
triumphant in mercy, with whatever aggravatt-d guilt om* con- 
sciences may charge iis. Ix't us also rememUjr, tiiat J\ujl ob- 
tained mercy not on his own account alone, l)ut that the com- 
passions extendt‘d to him, might be considered as an example of IT. 
what this gracious Hedeemer is ready toextmd to all those who, 
like him, shall believe. Let us pau.se u.Kin it, till our hearts 
glow within us in alltliankful acknowledgment of his mercy, and 
then let our lips hurst forth in praise to the f\in^ etcnialy ///?- n 
mortal and invislbky to the only wise Gody wdio hath found out 
such an admiiahle way at once to glorify his justice and his 
grace, in panloning and accepting the chief of sinners in his 
Hon. May onr hearts he more and more disposed to celebrate 
his powe r, wisdom, and goodiu^ss, and to begin those songs of 
praise upon earth, .which we hope will be our everlasting em- 
ploy ment in lieaven ! 
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Paul exhorts Timothx) to he slcdfast in the faith: 


S L C T. III. 

I'hy apn^flc, vtcornmnuing to TimoOiy a conscientious care, 
in the xvholc of his fh'/uniour, /f/i’cv and enforces several dU 
)ecf{ojL\ reloiing to pnn/ei\ ami to the conduct of y*omtji pro^ 
jrssing godliness, I '1 iiii. 1. iS -tn the end^ and chap. II. 
throuiihout. 


1 V I 18* 

' CT. IS cluir<^(\ uIsilIi 1 Jim now {;oinp to give, 

I sv)l(Muni V commit unto lhc(\ m\ son Timothy^ 
a*. :i iiiatu r oi'tlic highest importance to tliy nsc- 
fulness and suecc'ss in the ministerial office. As 
iiuleeil then* is nothing which 1 more earnestly 
desr*(', than that thou nuiycst^ according to ftn - 
vitr propheens cohccrninp; ihcc^ with which lioly 
nnni <ifCio(l, w hokni‘Wthee in YOiingt‘r lifcjU ere 
iiisjured, (In'ing animaied /n/a cheerful and he- 
lieving reuieinhrance of tliemj, maintain uiih 
holy alaerity and resolution a good iviir/ayc\ 
even iiiat nohlc and glorious struggle in which 
thon art engaged, nn i. r ihy (’iiristian, and espe- 
cially thy iniin.st<Tiai character, ag.inist ti'osc 
enemies lhal opjioMjihe gospel, and ihe salvation 
ll’ormen. (io cai therefore resrdutely, retain- 
ing gr- ai priiieiple.s of the Christian 
and with )i i!»e i'\e,tis’e of a good const irnce : 
tt'hnh ia.it seu/c lulling thrust aicaij, and 
iiaicly oppo.>.ed its ju>t dictates ami remon- 
strata’ ‘s, concerning faith have made dupwrcck 
iijjon ih • I oek'» (;!' snrii/iin.tiiig tempiations, and 
■ lost ail iliat precio:.s trxa>nre, l)\’ whieh 


1 riM. I I*-. 

^J^Jl ISrhiirjrr 

iijit iiiito i!.< mwi 

Tim'iUiv, 

tfi the pi''pht*CU*a 
ii.ch^Mit P' luic oil 
(lift', tlii't tliiiii hy 
thijin miylutst v-ai .• 


vSO 


it heeii >vise!«. guarded ami imj>ro\cd, they 
20'in.,ht havv hoeii le* ever licli and happy. ()f 
Khtch I ;?//?»; j among otiitT'*, is llywcnn usend 
/Iterandi f\'‘ \\ nii u'hom thou, 'riinothvart not 


l‘> Ilol.l.n ■ taiih. 
.Mid . I'wl (Oil- 

s(*i«n . , V 'll- li Vfine 
ha\ III'.' {» .1 
c- ii< ( , iiiii^ KiiUi 

■ lA(< liiiJili 

\ui t'l : 


If V K. 1 1 \ - 

iiU'lu'i s uiid ‘l'\au- 
fh I ; uijorii 1 h.n*- 


Aii it is lu’R’ dislir.p,-jislj<;<l tli.i! tin* jip 'silr in Jcht i)«iv. li»-'',t.iin!ii- 
Ir^ra a irr; ' it IN pliiiM tliut rd t > dt iivt r i >in up to sai r., .t; iiiis't 

In're jj /iul'w s, ftn u.,kfnt Ui tin' /”w//i <»/'• npuu him rert.. ii piiM>s .’»'d ‘'m'®, w htfli 

Chrinlm :! iii l all aijfii- iiiijjlit possihK f.'cl.iirn him ( -.ini'.irt* 

Hunts drawn fiom In-iu t* u'^ainht liie v! Iiniiv. 1 -i , <iiil pot- ilnn-o. i i. \- 
doctii-.* of the pi ivf ' • 1 Jure ol the SHitit>, iif'idsjuNlh' iml «.!»',■ jk*' •! » i- i to 

must ht: ' orv iiictnii*l'.-N a T)i*ist, p, '? »r>,) U»al wh» d i ,■ •.!» s 

i’ //'/'T-c* tts .f /./ }.« rf« */■>;. I Prubably Tncntwii ilu- pfiMies of <'ipt<'i..’' • • •' i- 

this ’ -I il**! I*' till' p'l'.f'ii iiiriUiotied s'lp* th«*m with '^nch tVieil lu -m ! u- 
Arfs xi\. ' V lir» ioi.;lit Ik ('oiiie worse' In, it alh.ids €*1 pUin ar;,iim' o', ij- i n v 
.uiii Wf-i ' .I'ti f r.iiil'') df’p.utiin* fiom know lhrij»'-flvc« to Ik m-.i mIi lo.t >■'/ 

I'plus-n^, t-iniioidciita by hi& ubscuce : ao ihiir power: fur if ilit*y had I’lp.i i jiixi- 



and that prayer should be made far all men. 


unto Sa- 
tan, ’>'131 ttu*y ma\ 
I'-jiii nol ti> 
phern#*. 


11 . 1 . I 

til -M loif. that Iji-t 

lilt iTlOlJS, 

(o'lwi'., in»tr<‘»'i 

of 

tliaiik'-, .n.iil' lui’ 

all lin n. 


i I n- kmi;'', and 
fur all ill it .11 1‘ 111 ail- 
tiioi it.> , that we ina\ 
It' ad a (]nii t anil 
jn a«‘( al))i' liti' m all 

j^odii I lie. 

flf'.t V 


uttacquiiliited, and w!u) ci:i(.c piofosvd a 
vt'^nnl lo l!it; iios|iel ; i)nt vlii'v atv tuivv taiiioil 
a|)(;iiaii'^, and have behuM il in so (.utraj>eous 
inaniKT, ilial / //</rr, areoniinj; to that extraor- 
dinary apostulie power, will) wltich God Isr h in- 
\e^ll•d me for such purposes, soler.iiiU dcUrm d 
them lioih o'ler unt^tSaian^ tluU ilmj /fun/ Icarn^ 
by wliai tlu\y now siilh r in their afBa tetl anti 
diseased hod-es, ;?.»& fo blii>‘iji'Lf)ic t!ie tneii^ of 
(d)rist, or to revile his faiililid servants, in siieii 
profane and wicked lanj^nai’c as they have 
soinotimos used when speaking of them. 

Ihit I will proceed in tht? charge which I pro-H- 
posed to address to thee, that, by a diligent and 
vigoroii.'. perroruitince of thy duly, them mayest 
he secure iroin falling: into that niiserah-le sl.ite 
in v\hich thou scest others, who once seeiiv.‘d to 
set out well. J exhort thee fhere/i n\ first ^ as it 
is a duly of great ii:i|)ortan( e in itself, ami highly 
Mibservient to thy success in evtTy other branch 
of this oflice, that earnest supp/icolions,^ re- 
peated praj/irs, allectionate infercessinnSf 
cheerful thanh^^ivinf^s^ he made hy tlio<s and 
tijosi' whose devotions may in any degree fall un- 
der thy direction,/or rt// men^ for tin? wdiole hu- 
man rac(', w’hether Jew^ or Gentile, Glnistian or 
Pagan, friends or enemies: A*nd particularly- 
for and all who are in any exalted stations 

nf Ide; that their hearts may he so inHuenced, 
as at least to tolerate the gospel, that tee who 
are bv the jirinciples of our r(‘Iigiori taught to 
alihor every thing wlne.h would l>e injurious lo 
ilie.m, m not he injur(*d hy them, Ijiit may be 
permitteii lo /;^/.s.> a ptafjul ond (I'jiet life, while 
we are desirous to coiaiuct ourselves not only 
without oll’enee, hitl in a H'ieful and e.xciiiplary 
manner, in all piety and gnn itj/ , alienijv;- to the 
several dutifs w'hidi we owe both to (hxi and 


oii^ of aiu t^'ii'i tn br* tVar<*<l from ihcir 
diMJ>>\<T\, t'lrv Miiiiia ii.i' c oriU('u\otii>'d 
T<» Ml iii.u.r tIu'mi iiioim .11 1 fully, tlulthcy 
IMUhl 'lot {MUMi' (' Ihoill tullie UtlciillUf*. 

‘ It, ifi if/\ Or muiif | 'll).il any 
in.ni cu'i ti.e. i.‘ un«lf'rstun(1 this 

r ;m a y;ivrn to 'i'lnii-ti-v to 

titnf ' ./ Ito /' t tor Uk 11 ,'tM‘t ihr ti»-i\:jy 
-•iiil|M- i'.jn.i K •. ,iH »i M’l V fjiir- 

|uiMn^ Iv mlifii 1 ■*.!« il c[uott'f| fr ui 


rue T’launvu M'.'iriTri’, Itv Mr. Picio* • 
f\iii«l. p. Ml •) hut th.e ilu* • rfst aiiiJ 
iTood Ttiinh' (I Ibi’l •M'lolll^^h^ne^'^v^?o^o im- 
ii::e.'ial .i i.irii Ui tin' phia-c, h% I (m <1 
III' has done in li'b robthiiUM.>u.s '^'‘imos'-, 
VmI. II. .No I.J, )). .V>'', wa- such .m 

iii.'jt.tiit'cof \st .'.k .iit'Oiii.'itiil topartv |'ir- 
y»i iros, jv. H u!\ U' make me 

w te^s. 



UJ76 There is one God, and one Mediator beltceen Gad and men. 

»ECT. our fcllovv-croaturcs. For this [w] ffood and s For this 
“*• acceptable in the sii>'ht of our Saviour God, who 

ilie.gTrat (jiiaruian o( the rights ot society, viour-. 

Ij and never meant to encourage his ministers or 
people to violate or disturb it out of any pre- 
4tences of a religious nature: ff'ho indeeo trills 4 w^jo will have 
that all men shoiilJ be saved f and come to the ac^ to be saved, 

kyiowled^mcnt of the truth of his gospel, ‘which ^ 

. they will be most likely to do, if they sec the 
professors of it behaving in the manner I now 
recommend, and avoiding all occasions either 
of public or private olfence. Let us therefore 5 For there is one 
accustom onrsel^s to take proper views, both 
or God and of mankiiid,>r it is the grand funda- 
mental principle, of our religion, that [tht're ?.<?] Jomis- 
0720 God, the Creator of all, the gracious Father 
of all his creatures, who is no respecter of per- 
sons, and one Mediator between God and men, 
even the man Christ Jesus f who hath not un- 
dertaken to plead Tor this or that nation or party 
of men alone, but whose kind ollieesin the court 
of heaven, where he now dwells, extends in some 
ilcgree to the whole human race, and who ri^- 
fiiscs not the. l)li*sMngs he has procured to any 
that with sincerity and humility cast tliemselves 
^'npon liiin. Let us make his extensive graci. 
familiar to our mind, ant live act as th< 
who renuMuber our relation to that Saviour, icho 
gave himself a vansom Jor all, so that no nation, 
no rank, no condition of men arc excluded from 
the benefit of his death; to be attested in due 
lime to the ino.^t distant regions of the world, 
that il. V may b-e tall(‘d to put in their claim for 
that pardon and salvation v. Inch he hath pur- 


r. Who him- 
it a I’liiNOFii tor all, 
he ii'v.ufi('d 111 due 


till 


*• Jl'dl l/diP all he It is 

fir flum h( ii.i4 n i, iu aoy of th- » 

notes, to eiit< i’ il''<*|n»to •’oiitro'-ersj’^, but 
i Miust confess I Have nev^r been Mitis- 
ti^ini iii.it iMtcrpretAtion which ex- 
plains all jnrn i.ere, uipf<fly as slgiiifying 
' tne of all sorts und rankit of me sinct: 
I fc.ir it m'jKht also be huiif on tli*: prin- 
ciples of thusr .wiio arc fondost of this 
.elosH, that he also xi.HL all men fa he con^ 
dtmni'd. On tin >ther hand; \i many 'A xq 
not saved, it is ertaiii the words must 
be tak^n witii some limitation, which the 
following clause, he wills their to 

the linoufied^e of the tmlh, must also prove. 


The meaning tlicreforc seem.', to be, liiat 
tJud ha*! ns..fj»* infFucnt proiisioii toi the 
sahatKJii vi ait, and th.it it is to be con- 
sidited as the general deel. 'nation r>f hi!> 
will, ih.it (j// who know the fnith tliein- 
selves, '.hotild publish il ti>' all aiound 
them, so far .os their iiiHuciieo i'.iU ex- 
tend. 9 

The man ( \}tU Je r/s.'\ Thon^ih the 
union of the Dnine tiainre wiili the hu- 
man, qiialilied Christ for the oflit c of Me- 
diator, yet 1 think this plainly shews, 
that il is in his fuona.n n'ltnrc we arc to 
consider him as discharging it. 



Min should pra\) in every place, without wrath or doubting. mi 

chased by his blood for all those Who should sect,. 
bclievt' 111 h!>n. - 

7 Whcrcunto I am This is the de(‘Iarati6n of that glorious 
oiiUincd a proaojior J teas appointed an heraldj to pro- 1,^*2** 

m the grace of it all abroad, and was scut 
( hiist, and lilft not,) forth as art apo,^tle^ to attest that great aiul csscif- 
.1 teacher of the tial doctrine of it, tlie resunTctmn of .lesus from 
tlic dead. f l the tmlk in ChrisO', as thoa 
Timothy well kuo'^'est. 7 lie not in iircr^^nding 
t(; such an extraordinary mission,) and I was not 
only in general ordained to this ministry, but 
by peculiar destination was appointed to he a 
teacher of the Gentiles in this hoIy./af/A, and in 
the wholes} stem of truth which it comprehends, 
s T 11 thprrfoio 1 therefore irivc it in cliarge to them, and tug 
Mjiit mi ll pi a> every- authority which it becomes one 

h:in!is,*”^w iUiout "^0 is SO expivssly called to this high oHice ; 

• rathand d^»ublm.! 5 : aiul I will ill particular, that, as praver^is so 
important a duty, men prut/ in every place, that 
over all the w<n*Id, and not only in the temple 
or synagogues oi the Jews it be performed ; in 
public assemblies, in families, and in secret re- 
tirements, And lot them not only be taught in 
the general to perform it, but instructed as to 
tlie particular manner of doing it, that they 
may siill be holding up holy hands^, iindefdcd 
with any pollution ofcrneliy, sensuality, or uii- 
rigki* gain. Let it also bo j)erforiiK*«l avVA- 
eiit wralli, with the most placid and composed 
mind, the most mild and beiiovDhmt ailection, 
and ’v'.ithout Joubling\ too, with a lively iaiih in 


' / ip{ ti/ctruiii /-» f '/ni'f. j I’.ml si, ‘S 
ivK h hull mnity 111 ii.jjdoflrin *, 

as Ihti .kws AM’iu iinn'h hmisc tii it, 
and we-if ic'jily to pri'achinai 

till* to^prl ainviii'.. (jentiii s,riflif r up 
Oil tlu- want or a diir> rc^atd to hii> nun 
uatioii, or soiii'* <>f avam t or r.inhi- 
li'iii; looking oa tin: (fClltiloK u.'« Uiobt 
diHosiabli* c*if'at.iiifv, aiiti prohalily jjrow- 
iiijj Tii.iro inv(.tKr:it*‘a:^jnnsilhem, in pro- 
portion to tli<“ il<';:r#':‘ in whirhlhey were 
compolii'd l<i pr-nuit th^.m to dwell m 
tlK'ir O'vn holy Lind, and ofreii to asso- 
ri.i’e IhcinsHvcs u !ih iheiu 
^ I iUmg u}) ttolif hund'i.] Thft oxprrs- 
Mon of kuy rtinds mii\ allude to the ons- 
lom i t : ■.! knj their hnnih botorc •solemn 
pray*!, whnh has provailod not only 
'unongthc lews, but amon^ heathens and 
Mahometans, that th«?v might hereby 


express tin ir d'’?'ri' xA Irnanl jy^rity. .\ud 
tht i.MiiUon aid; ii.-kM iwijjhl h»- iiior»* 
suitable, .IS tlu'iiKiu) iojuru') wh:<'li tiie 
Christian^rei eln'd tri>niithoirpri'( c utcns 
inicht tninpt Uietn to <.1110 iriipiecat.on^ 
agaiu!>t them, not agitr.ihie to the ritie 
and bciiij^n genius ot I heir reliojon. And 
would to (n)d this uiiji;ht. n!vvay'< he con- 
sidered, that the)' who are to lead the 
dt'votiOus of others in fiei* prav'T, may 
not mingle their own anii y and irregular 
jiassious with their addies'.es ; than whit b, 

I assuredly bcdif’.e, searce anv thing can 
be more displiasiii;:, to (lud, moit* r«i- 
proBcbful to Ch^^tian assombJic«, or’ 
more scandalously ofl>nsi\e to persons 
of a liifht leinper and di^jiosit'uui. 

h H'lthoitt livihliriii.] SoriK woulfl rrn- 

de X.*";*' oaXoyiffw. •fh/'Ul rii hatntft* 

or disputing: but 1 think tiu mere com- 
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r. tl];.* poMt ranJ ^vi^dv)m, tht? liootiness and faith- 
tn. of (Jod, and a rf’ui d»*|)iMid(MK’(M)n 

proi.jisc'*! by wIiicIj lie fri- 
ll s' * adili fssfs. 

* n In dke manner^ [I would charge] ihe wv»wn ^ hk.* mannff 

j/.i ■. w • 1 ;*ri* Ui Ik‘ couMt! rt’d jin coinpa'IiciuU aU'*, » tli.it utnu-.n 

i'l 

l;.t;v . •, ,iil f'j.nloni i/iemsclics<^ taf/i de- .-.nJ 

ct /ti 'if pji rl, rufn ;//orA'.v/j/ .v/ Arir/^, noil her ; iict ujih 


. •* lor rii.T pis, tliat llify lx* jiiuiifu- «“ »n 

•. ,iil t',.!doni tlit mschcs<^ ta/h de- anj 

pjirl, 7‘'r'n )ll(,(it’stl/ LmI brir/i/j \ic\0)Cv so^uu'ty : )j(.t ujih 
ex^'t'. d.u », in rlic; . iuclc nf niim‘rt'ssary and in- '’an-, or 

fij* o>: jK*r!c.‘, nor in ttio least divrce in- ’ 

n{ 4 ’ on rhcsrr.ctost dccoroin. J havt^ many 
. ij ‘fh (o themselves and otlicis, 

r‘-^( f."'. ui.iv not place their ornament 
h' ,w/. ‘ m/ /////V, or golil, or prat Is j at' 


irciK‘!.»in{ 4 ’ on r licsn ietest dectjroin. ] havt^ many 
ri.ns.'n^. ij ‘fh i^naJin^* to themselves and other'., 

i ; .V i fi r‘.^( 

.s.i inne 

lOneh and paruitnfs; But in whut is it- loiint (wh.^ii be- 

sch infin M mo'v valti.ibU;, and inneb better wotiuMi jn-o- 

bcconus . , > .•■•,/ i),oJisv„f^ ^odlitus.'! and tlio {mw 1;,',';"!,^,^ 
pel ot t in St iJN the '.peat rn! • td .1, t/t goed 
u'or/cs ; wi.itdi will r< ii.i(*r iliein anuahle in the 
eyes of (^-nd IcnL'ieb', and of all wise anj vir- 
tuous per -.oi'is with wborn they Cf'nv’er'.e. 

II 'I bev v\ 1 no douni b'‘ diligtmt in frecpient- n i <'t tbr u'uman 
in«.; llie public worship ol* (rod in ) our as^^em- •*«“ iti sdr m-c \utU 
Idi. s. And Irt ihr ij^onini there learn tn stlrniYy v.bjt.Mou. 

KK'ith all Ui'oowww^ siibniis^ioH to those v\/iv> as- 
soc. ale, and with the reg^ard due to ^nch a ( on- 
12gii’|.»ation, But I permit not airtninn} to trarh 
jniblicly, nor to usurp authontif owr the mun^ 
which blu* might seem lo do, by cdHciaiing nn- 
I'^^der the eliaraelcr of a preacher, //i/f, on tin- 
eonp'iry, I i luirge her to be in silence at siieh a 
lime. And mde«'d. iliisi* agruahleto what wa^ 
int mated at i iie hegimi ii.; of the world, and 
wiic h jiassed in da? earliest ^Cl•Il('^ of it. /o/’ 

Ji'.inn I 'US funned the of the human 

•spe* ic.s, ';nm l!ie dust of the (‘artb, being 


1 1 Mil t I siifrcr not 

a Until in t • If, II 

nor In ii-m n <iii !s»>i o 
l\ i>\ or tin 111.10. iiiit 
lo in- III vit ii- 1 - 

I ■' I nr n| irti \V,»'> 
(ir-'t toniiid, iliL-ii 
l.if. 


ninn iiitcrpifctaTioJi pr«.'<€T.iM«*, as it su/r- 
ee-ts anoiner \f:ry imporUr.t ihonj^ht, 
iliat IS, the of fait s in ]ira\ei, 

arse-. ret nig to fiu; ai iMinit gixfii of it in 
tih* p.naplioi'*!'. 

' /ff ti'.e tt:aHn( t,\ Somr ('\pl.a.ii Ihib, 
as r<‘fernngto uhUn.is.to bv aitfndcd to 
Hi iJiei’ u\-,rm- Itn ; hut I think it evident 
that, it iff.rs to the ch.irgo Ihf ap stlchad 
ro Tim iiliy with such soieiniiity, 
111 tlichr;- jiuiiijgofthe prci’ed'tj'; sentfiic^. 

k Ite'mehcSt Kslius Tcry 


jii.stlv that tl)is,.lisc(>;:rso roii- 

<ludts mil, \rt .‘,trnn',< r M rn- at;.iinst 
fnppery in n fu. 

I Adttf’i tiu> Jiiimfd Ui'' Jns!.\ It 
pla-n thc‘ ai>o<tlo docMiot incan to put tliO 
nholt' of ho aii^iiiiinit i pun tin* y. 
of ihf in.in s crcatiun, in ji Mi.t - f tiiiio,-. 
fur on that pinu’ijih' tin- InnKard hr.i^ts 
would have the pu'-fiuiiiMief i v. ri to 
.td.nri. r.iit lie nfer^ only lu the liiuinn 
.<({iecie<-, and to lli» ir^r:«id nhu'h (iud ev- 
preb'scd for t'.icea^c and comfort of nuin, 



The woman being deceiredf xcas first in the fransgre'ssioiL 379 


1 4 And Adam u:is 
mil dot:fi\ cd, l>ul tin' 
0111(111 bein^ ilcci'iv • 
t d a;u 111 Uic truii.s* 

■USfcinii. 


1 t \ ifwii tiid- 
Ml}i, »*lie .dlall M, •‘<i\ - 
«’d ill < liilil-lj '.iriiiv, 


under God, its ac kiiowledfrcd lord and jiro- sect. 
prietor, and, no >uitable cottipinuon hr- »ii. 
in«' Idiind lor hini, Among all the creatures 
which came to pay him tlicir homage, J*!ve «as 
produced, from a rib taken out of his side, and 
presented as C'iic whom (iod inUMule<l for a 
])urt!ier and htiper to him. (Gen. ii. l8-»'.?'2.) 

Jnd it IS furtiu r to be reeollccled, ,il»at at i!ie 1 1’ 
filial tmiranct* of sin into the world, sddatu nas 
not iinnictliu'.elv bj the friuid of ihe 

serpent, /»ur line arifu! sediie,er chose' to lie<.>in 
his attack on //tc hotnan^ who being deevivai bv 
liiin, was lirsi in i he i t tnsgrcssion^zuA prevail* vl 
ujjOM Vdain i)}* h' r sohc.talions, to ofFeiul. i\(nv 
11 siiould l)e an huinidiihr consitleration to all her 
daughters, that their .se\ iva- st» greatly interest- 
!‘d in the introduction of giii!i ;md miser\ , and 
innke them less forward m JCUMiijiting to be 
guide's to others, a'ier sucli a inisearriage. I'et 
let them not la* despisi (I or upbraided on this 
account, considering on the otlirr side, I’nit she 
was also liaj>pdy instrunuaual in prodneing the 
great proimsi'd Seed, (Gi-n iii. 1.),} wim was 
(lf-r*ved iVo'ii a womati wiiliout any human fa- 
i iu‘r . ( iiil so tijcy A’/itf// as I ma\ sav , 
by chiid-hirlh^'^ if there he a suitahle reailmess, 


i..'j i' v.fjMi Ii t'» I." ! toinpa- it hWiic i;i tlio p’ni’nil usisonaldc to 

il t>.- I I. .Mli.ir 11 !• Uu*s in»e 8 ii|)j»os^*, I l»,il mill'll till .im»* ; p'pm iiuu 

>1 . I \M*ii] ,%n 1 .iiIi rx|iTck- of iJiidi'r.si'iudmi* HIM V b* hI'm r\i.d m ii>i' 

I ' i., ' t ill. M. s, y. Ihe ii'SjM I’tee .-i ■! ilimi'Ji tliM‘r in.iy 

n • I the ^ ^ ui the l)i* pt' d ! .i « , \ *. ! that tlii-v an* 

( i< d iliiiN I eu not so main .is td ,>i!t «'t tiu- main toii'i^ 

■. w : . .j 'll " I'.i tlw ;»• lohrahe. of the :n^iiii.' u , 

Hi 'I.iiti Iv » f’/wA/ //"/’ ! I I'Uu t .ki.'n what i.n 

• 11(1" I. II', ( iti til' :».Kied uttrntixe dcli.'i i umih tiimd tin iiioit 

Id s i,«ii '..IN C..1! ili( 1 1 III " ail fie- pnibable tense lit' tills fiMieh c. wtr iNCiH d 

■t .'dl j> I a,'. and vei v > !)'>'( i.i<- snipniri'; .inri it is t!i:i] 

• '•« tis.nii, ' ‘'i loll) >1 ;ufUiA';ii<l in wbicli the ic.iiiKil .fh'i s i^r. 

lU'd i<. I iL 'I* in oi. I of .11! ex- AVillia 111 'Han in jesjni-ifs. iJ’.u. on 

ii - i ■; iii> wite, olieiifleil Mr^s. p. A-t ) Mr frm Coin. Mi. 

li ' . f : l.'Kj' 1 < <U' , at lierpiJ- inidf i>ljiidu it, of ‘-e, u fi// •,/</, /e/y 
, s. tftiH.i ' I lij'ii Mitdi tlUris, ihr<>uf^h • hTfu-heuritt'^ tin Ifk* < vpu 

.i'". s|*t did. But 'lou i nii'* to siyni- 

'v 11'-. . il matti r iiiiich Tv, 1 <'ii. ni. Jj. ( no* imIi* 

II 111 I - ^ dr liia I on llic wnli’li '•* i.- 1 Iii. WIi'iLn eidr.iNoi.p if. il- 

I iaili*M ii-r ilif apostle hfu.by liisli'uU at Ia.j;e; iiol did'S il .i-k .in 

. .lli.ii il « fi wipterehosf t'jTiiakt’ l.iV pioinia-, vh.rM faet sh, vis il ih o i , 
■lU . k •>:i t!'.e. uoiiian, as in I er i«:il a ”t.ii>'ial intima i >ii lh.it priiis 

.1 d nu..s’ i;i <1 i>". S fjtale tin' i-.'" .fidPit u muiil i hi erl’iir'N Cfnurnii ih* rii- 
.i < ji eiitly Jess lit in i* >■? '\ i. . ^ .-d, in ibe t'oiu ■ t n.ii ine's dj*,- 

<..\i lI.L load ill iinpurtanl .'C’ • 1 .it-,il they tjii*‘ted infMaJ. in.iinUirnnK 
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«CT. not only to profess, but to obey the gospel ; and ti'ey wminu* in 
in. 7/ Ihe^y continue Mmun the exert;ise haSwiol'lX."- 

and Lwy ami holifms^ xini/i that sobriety ot leni- ty. 

11.15. P^** conduct which I have been now rccoin- 
mending, and which both religion anil prudence 
coin 11 r to recommend to all, and to that sex in t 
particular. 


IMPROVKMEN'r. 

Chap. I'jvery Christian learn by these apostolical dictates to rc- 

>• tain faith and a good conscience, and be very solicitous that no 
exactness in the former be thought suflicient to compensatt* for 
a defect in the latter. Soon will that faith ibelf sull’cr sliip- 
vvreck, where a pood con.science sits not at the h(‘lm ; or rather 
soon will it serve only as a talent of gold, to a man sinking in 
the sea, to plunge him so much the deeper. It will lie a part of 
the character of one who (ie.*>iresto preserve a good conscience, 
Chap, to maintain a hcncvolcncc of heart towards the whole liuinan race, 
and to breathe out that benevolence in prayer u ldch at the same 
2 time expresses and increases it. Aiw.1 while all lucn iiav<‘ a sliarc 
in it, kings and princes, in whose behaviour and temper the iiap- 
pincss of so many thousands are concerned, have a peculiar claim 
to our devout remembrance. Above all, lot us pray for our own, 
that they may continue, as blessed bti God his present majesty 
hath long been,* and we have reason to hope his successors will 
be, the ministers of God for good. May oiir life, under such a 
government, be in one sense as well as another, (jiiiet ami peacc- 
, able, and may it be conducted in all godliness and honesty. Tims 
4shall we do our part to subserve that gracious will of God, to 
effect which he hath dune all that it was proper for him to do, 
that all men may be sav(\l, as our walking in the iriitli may bring 
inrin\ to tlic knowledge of it. May that knowledge prevail 
5 n‘uie and more in the world, that the one God may be universal- 
ly adored, tlifougli the one Mediator between God and man, (he 


charity pfrsf vciinj in ch.^ ^ity, 

anri sii ic ily -kUicimi.: to tht lawsofteJ^ 
perani’e in iM-ry otlner respect. Mr. 
Pyle, fnmi i Tim. iv, 3, v. 10 — 14, con- 
ctucics, th.it the apostle refcTs to sorncot 
t'alsi tr^acb^j'S that coucieQ7nrd mar- 
riage unlawful, or at least joinpara 
tive-ly uncleair. ilut I can by no means 

^ The author had th^ happiness to 
^rito this in the (wentn-fourih //car of King 
George II that father ut’hi^ people, by 
tohom KG enjoy frieat and by tehoie 


acquiescf* in cither of these senses ; nor 
suppose. Ub Borne other'' have liniir, that 
Tcxvcy'ivi.tsignil'es iUa edunUitw ofchildten: 
thoiif^h I siiH very .‘>eiisible, a diuM'arein 
that rpspect is one of the m^st impurtant 
duties and be..vi('t<; which can bt* imsiciii* 
ed to come w.ihin the ige of female 
life. 

pjcvidence venj milhy dtedi are done unto 
ihts nation, vehick u.e ihould an'epl fi/aviys, 
and in all placet, \cith all thankfulness. 



• ^':nhdoh 




tnan Christ Jesus'^ in whom deity dwells, and whom, with the sect, 
Father and the Holy Spiritj^ we wershjp, as exalted above all **»» 
adoration and praise. ' ^ 

This only-bi.‘gotten Son of God a man, that ha wight ; 

give liimselt a ratisom for us,*a random for all who should believe 
in him. Blessed be God, that ^ have received this important 
testimony, received it from Paul the apostle, received it from 
that faithful herald of such astonishuig grace, who was divinely 
appointed to be a teacher of tbe.Gentiles, and whqto this day is 
teaching us by his writings, and in every section oftbem giving 
^ us lessons of infinite importance. 

May we learn, from what he teaches here^ .not only the objects 
to whom oni* prayers are to be directed, apd thii persons lor 
whom they arc to be offered, but likewise the temper from which 
tli(‘y are to proceed. May our hands. ht holt/y and our hearts 
ovcrilowing.'witli love^ and firmly establi'.hed in/rtifA unfeigne<l, 
resting on the promises w'e plead, and rejoicing in an assured 
Jiope, that the ctnnal Jehovah, w'ho so long since styled him- 
self Me hearer cfpra^', (Psal. Ixv; 2,) will not now say to any 
humble and upright soufe, Hmkyt me in vain In nil our conduct, 
let us remember we are i|i bis presence, and let .a concern to 
])lease him, and to adorn our profession, run through every ac- 
tion of our lives. Let it direct Clir oxpences and our dress. 

Let it engage us to maintain a constant decorum in every cir- 9 
cumstanre, sacred or civil; to be in due subjection to our supe- 15 
riors, and to coiitiiiiie in faith and lovJe, in holiness and' sobriety. 

IaI the sex, toVbom the coacliiding instructioni, of this sec- 13 
tion are pc'cuiiarly addressed, while they are humbled in the rc- 
incmhranec of that original offence, in which Lve, our first mo- 
ther so unhappily led the w-ay, rejoice in the great victory of the 
seed of the woman o^^er the serpent. And let the other sex, on.l '^ 
which this was bestowed as a gift t)f so great value, that G<^d 
judged it iiceeftsary to complete the felicity of })aradise in its im-' 
tainted bloom, never manifest the odious idfects of the fail, by 
ungenerously upbraiding the daughters for the mother’s fault, at 
the distance of so many generations; but rather rejoice, that, as 
by w'oman came transgression, so'by her came redemption too. 

And let us all join in improving so invaluable a favour, and cn- 14 
deavQuriyg to express our gratitude for it, by acting aright, ac-“ 
cording to the several relations which vve sustain in life. 


*2B 


V'Ot. 
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A be blameless / 


»EC I . 

1 Tim. 
IIL 1 


?ECT. IV^ 

The apostle instructs Timdthy in the qualijicatiom to be attended 
Vo in those who were to be set apart to the office of a pastor^ 
and deacon in the church. I I'ini. III. 1—13 


I I II I HI. I. j ^ 

JT /.s] a faithful sajjingj most certain in itself, w a true say- 
ami worthy of being always acknowledged ini*, »i a man do- 
and attended to, that, if any one earnestly 'll ^ 

desireth the episcopal or pastoral office^ he desir- work 
eth a good loorJc. To feed the church of Christ, 
and to lake the oversight of it, U indeed a very 
laborious ctiiployment ; but it is also very ho- 
nourable, and greatly tends to advance the glory 
of God, and to promote the good of mankind, if 
it bo discharged in a proper manner. A bi- 2 A bishop <he« 
shop thereforcy or an overseer of the flock of blameles.s, 

(Jirist, must be blameless in every respect, with vigiUnt, so- 
regard to his moral character, since any thing 
which may be amiss in him will tend to bring a 
reproach upon his office, and greatly toobstnict 
bis UNcfulness. It is particularly requisite that 
if he be a married man, he should be the hus- 
band f only one wife;^ for. if he have more 
than one at a time, or have divorced a former 
without sufficient excuse, and taken anoilier 
during her life, it is an irregularity by no means 
to be countenanced in a person from whom it 
is natural to expect suci*. exemplary purity of 
manners. It i.s also iiece>sary that he be watch- 
July and not one of a slothful and indolent tem- 
per, who v\ould sleep over so high and sacred a 


* The hushan(t qf ont> Mr «' xllet 

and Mr. W^hi'-fou fwtb iiifi r from hdnoe, 
secoTiii mirriafca arc unlawful to the 
f^ergy* and the Muscovites suppose t ha*; 
obc wife is so ne(:e<s iry, th:il no iiiati c.in 
become a btsHbp ti'l lie mamied, nor 
i'oiilinue f o^X^rcise that uiflce lunger than 
hi.s Wife liv^. Perv’s Ttussia, p. '.J'iO. 
But circumstances may be .><0 adjusted, 
that Ibore may be as nmcii r»*a.un for a 
second nraiTiai^e as for the I r.-xt, and as 
(inl,e incuiivenienoti of au> kind may at- 
icod It. I’pi/ii the whole, ibereforw, it 
^ueiDS to me must reasonable to belicv* , 
'that ; i-' tntre is no cximrs^ precept jp 


the Bible, requiring a man who had sc- 
■xeral wi\es at the time of hh rmbricin.!? 
('bristiun’ty, to cUvorce tr disiui‘‘S all but 
one,} tilt liiviue wisduii tiii;'hl Judaic that 
it was a pi iper nied. in, between en- 
couraging p<.l>guinv, I id too great a li-. 
gour in coielt muMij: to fix such a 

brand of; iutaniy on tl is ii regular prac- 
lice, by pruhibitinji iin man, lei bis cha- 
racter be e\er so extr ordinary, lo uti- 
d<crl.ike the ministi^, wlul.' lie hrul m 
than one wile, and to di*cuui.i;*e 11 m 
tbose ahrady coinerted by such p.o- 
!»a>;cs as Mat. MX. 1', and 2 C'T. u;. 


4 



Kot given to tcifte, i&)r greedy of, filthy lucre i SSjC 

her, of good behavi- cbjirge; that he be prudent and steady in his be- sRCTij* 
our, p\en to hospi- regular and iveent^ guarding against 

those little indecorums which expose men to 
♦contempt, even where there is nothing grossly 
vieious in their conduct. And it is particularly 
desirable, that he be given fo hospitality as 
Christians, who travei from oik* place to ano- 
ther, will naturally go to the minister’s house, 
if they are strangers in the place, and expect, 
on account of their common p|•ofe^slon, to he 
received there. He must also be a person of 
such natural abilities, and so instructed in the 
doctrines of Christianity, as that he should ho 
Jit to ieack^ publicly, as well as to preside in 

3 Not given fo other res|)ects. Not one that sitteth long aver 

wine, no sinker, not ttv'wc, or any Other kind of strong lijjuor, ny 
greedy of tiiihy lu- government of himself, as to he 

a braider^ not **' I'^odif to strike those that displease him. He 
tous*; must not be attached to \iv\y meiluwl of 

and dishonourable but must he moderate 

in all his desires and passions, not given to coiu 
iention^ not a lover of money ^ so as to take a plea- 
sure in hoarding it up, even if it be justly and 

4 One that rnleth properly Iiis owii. It is also evidently desir- 1 

*IJV jjg presides uull 

i^siiiV- rnou** uTt^ over Ins o-um hause^ having his children^ if he h« 
all gra\ity ; • a father, in subjection u'iili all g rarity, that their 

follies may not bring a reproach upon the fami-, 
ly, and by c^nseijuence in some measure Ujjon 

^ (iiveti h hn^ilaUfy ] Lrtt it be observ- added, that llio dneitions hr rtfurvard'^ 
fd once for all, that as there wore then i^res to I'un.’iliv, on tin,* In'.jd nl’ unOitu- 
ill eastern eountric^ few houses ot public Uon, nuy siiu'^esi in>triicliou in this le- 
entertainment, ko jnUdily was a Mriue speilto ail iiuniAtf-rs. Ai.d it uui-'l he 
more* peenliarly Peasonable and luees- submitted t<* ctnisuii'ratioii, wliethtr the 
sary than among us ; 1 mean so far as it uiiiission of an> cliargo to Piesbytrrb, 
related to tlie aeeomrnodalion of eiitiru eojuiiiuig them to obey tbeir h^Nhop as 
Strangers on. their travels. a pe-Hori of superioi authority, doe^ not 

^ .Ipt lo le-ic/f,] The bishop of W’'in- weiah much more orn v.ay, than the 
clie.iter lays some stress on our not meet- omission pleaded above can avail the 
trig with an> directions relating to er- other. See Hoadly of I'piscop. p. .TXb 

in this enumeration <if the oftieds ^ .Ulmhed lt> stnlni It i> le- 

^f a bishop, or pioshyter; (for. so candid maikable that this phrase is stddom or 
Hiid jndicioii'4 a writer could not but ac- never Used m the N«'vv I'estaincnt to cx- 
knowledge they are here words of the press ga/*?, but that winch i? rnadc or 
«nmf '•igni'ication') Hot it is strange be procured by the (ovct(mrtCM of I'hrishon 
.s-lio'ild imt have 'observ€»d, that nothin|f and never surd v does aneacci- 

is heie said of udmmiderinv Ikr s.imtmenlri, * ness or greednie.ss in pursuit of uiuiiev 
which concur with many other circurji- appear more dirflxmonrablc and sordid 
't.incc's to shew how far the apostle wa<t than in persons of noble, but alas! 
irom intending a full representation of too often prostituted pi oressu.>u "* 
the pastoral it may be 



S84 But having a good i'cporl of them that art wifhbnt. 

««CT, himself; For ij any one cannot preside ever 5 (For if a maft 
• his own house, in sucli £ manner as to preserve 

a clue (Iccortim in his family, where he has such JhoniThr*takp r^rc 
m!T ^ I'^tural authority, how shall he !>e able io take*^>i' ’*»it church of 
catr oj . the church of God,*^ where there will be 
such a cliversity ■ of persons and tempers, over 
^which it will be impossible for him to maintain 
6 an equal inspection and influence? A bishop (» Not a novice, 
also should not be one newly converted ioChvk^ 
tianiry, le^f, not having had a sufficient ac- TniV Uu'^Vmdc^ 
({iiumtaiKC with its principles, nor establish- tion uf the devil, 
ment in the duties it teaches, Ac should be lifted 
up icitli pride, in consequence of his distin- 
guished cliaractcr, and arrogate to himself an 
authority ^md dominion which God never in- 
tended for him. [And] should this be the case, 
he might ea'^ily fall into (he condevimiion of the 
devil, who was intoxicated with self-conceit, 
and so rose up into mad rebellion against C5od, 
that he might obtain that greater exaltation to 
winch lie iuiagirted his own excellency gave him 
T a claim. ^ It is necessary also, in order to a " Moreover, he 
pastor’s filling up this important office with a 
becoming dignity, that he have a good report oJ ^re without; irst he 
those that are without, lest he should otherwise into ippnrarh, 
fall into reproach, and \x\ consequence of that be 
taken in the snare of the devil, ^ who will easily ‘ 


® ti'ho presiiJes %:eU wef his men hoasr, 
&r..] F.xacily parallel td this a wise 
sayiMi? of f'onfiicius, when directing 
pri'Uijsto lake care of their f-iix^lics; 
‘‘ It s impossihlo iliai he litiows 
“ not how to govern iiiid reforin ! i8own 
“ family, should righUv jEfoveru and re- 
“ form a people ” ( mf. Mot. p. 3S. 

^ ('(Outer nath'n of Iherttrit.] .Mrtov hnve 
hoagiticd that the fust instance of butan's 
pndc! was an affectati iti of er^uahlif utitk 
(Jod, hut others have thought tliat im- 
probable, and have conoi tided it wa‘- the 
breach of sotno po«!itivc lav\, filher relat- 
ing to the ulMiier in which (5od tuqnirrd 
fo be wor<^hippCd, or thy <lrdcr and stJa- 
tion of the TiVigelic s(|aadrr)n8, or refu*.- 
ing wirnc ttfipointcd ministry to som'd lov»- 
rr world, or rejecting the domlnicfti of 
fi'od^s inoarnare Son, who mi^ht in g^nc- 
lai be revealed as the future Head of an- 
gels us well as men. This la-xt is the 
srdienm which iMilimi prefers, and it h 
iiisistt^l upon al large iu Reyn. Qiier. of 


the Ang. World. 0. \\i. p. 13— Rut 
it is certain tho crime was prir/c, 
uur conjortiires may never lu* ahin to dt:- 
tenniue what was the particular instance; 
nuns the inquiry by dnyiiK^iiis necessary, 
l Snair of thr (hjviL] Sonic have ex- 
plained the wi>rd of some hu- 

man flamlerny but it seems to rne much 
more natui.il to understand It in tlic sense 
it has just above, where 1 think jt mu>,t 
signify, our great infetnnl fUMut. And 
it is easy to see, that Satan might 51 aft 
many dangerrius teinjitations on the evil 
report which a man miirht‘oave incurred, 
Hy any scandal, before he ehfcrrti on tHe 
ministry : either attempting to draw liiin 
lo tlieWpetition of former e\iU, fVom'aiA 
apprehension, that he had very little repu- 
tation to lose b V a new fall, or woakcniiiir 
Ills hands in efforts of iisefultiehs, 'by a 
■' fear, that the reincmbranee of those past 
irn guUirities , would render his attempts 
less elTeckTiat. Thoit^Tits worthy the eon- 
aiderationof all w ho design themselves for 



■ Veacom should he not doubhi^gued.*' 

know how to graft temptations upon that cir- sect, 
cumstanqe, tp draw him aside one way or ano- iv* 
thq*, from that strietntfs and correctiiess of be- 
. baviour which suits hi! distinguished station. 
s Likewise mwiMhe 7M)is may suflice concer!iiiig the principal or-s , ' 
ileacous ministers in thechurcli p| Christ, bishops, 


g^aa^ not 

or elders. In like "manner [let] me 
norgrewly of filtby now say something relating to the otli(»r ordeiv 
I mean that of deacons^ who are inor iinmetli- 
ately appointed to serve tabh.\s, and especially to 
take care of the poor. (Acts vi. td.) Concern- 
ing tltes'p I would observe, that it is of import- 
arice, that they likewise [be] grave in iheir de- 
portment, that they may avoid that contempt 
which the excesses oficvity are ready to produce. 
Tliey should byany ineansbet/oMWc-/oW; 2 ^?/i'r/, 

- deceitful, or inconstant in their words, as chey 
may chance to come into dilferent compani(?s ; 
nvr addicfed'to much teinCy which will render 
them utterly unfit for their office; nor greedy i}/ 
dishonaurable gain, which may teinpt them to 
violate their engagements to tl»e church, and af)- 
propfiatc its stock lodged in their hands to pri- 
vate uses, rather flian tliose charitable purposc^s 
Plloldiiiff the my- for which it was coFlected. In one word, K'lv 
stery of the f.iitb in them be pcrsotis weUinstriicted in the doctrines 
a pure conscience. Qf (^’jj^istianity, aud retaining the sublime and 
long concealed mystery <f onr WAy failh, not 
merely as a point of speculation, but practice ; 
and let it ever be held in u pure and inidctiled 
conscience, and those only chosen into this office 
who seem conscientious men in the Judgment 
10 Anti hit theue of charity. And let even i/ie-^c be first proved lo 

thrnteUh'em*'urtbe ^ “P?'* 

olfice of a deacon, trial foiind to be blameless, let them use the office 
being fuund hlaqie- qJ a deaCOn* 

''n Even so must °O^.4caC0JlS, 1 I 

their wives grave, and therefore much more .of the bishops, [fc] 
not sianderejs, sober, grave and sober in their deportment j not atv 
cording to the example of tliegreat enemy, that 
maligns^ spirit, wbto'ha9i\ bis very name frum 
thence accusei's df the brethren and others. 
Let them alaohe leBtch/ul foi^ occasions of doing 


tbe ministry, an^ espec^Uy to be teaiH> 
ircted, whenpersoi^, been-re> 


markably profligate, are desirous of uii> 
dertakipg It, or retaming to it. 



''■■■ Sections on Ihe 

SECT, gowl, iiiitl gucird against evcrv temptation to f»*^*»fwlinallthingf. 
!''• evil, and let tliem be faithful in all things which 
conunitted to thcircA«o, K st their imprudent 
UL n. unlaithiul conduct bliould bring the cbarac- 
' ter of their husbands under suspicion. 

12 Lf^t the deacons^ as well as the bishops, be the deacons 

husbands (f onW me wife ^ and let them be men ?* 

oi prudence and resolution, governing children and their 
children and otlier members of their own houses own housca well. 
xtell; that no irregularity at home may disgrace 
3 the society they belong to. Jt is necessary to n For they that, 
be thus cautious, though their ministry be but «sed ihi* (dHoe 
ol an inlenorrank,>r they U'Ao have disc harged chase, toihemseivesa 
f/ie f ll/ice of a deacon ueU^ procure to t hew selves good degree, ami 

not only a fair leport in the general, but very l>«>*dncss m iht* 

OiWi\ a good degree^' of farther ad vanccriieiu in 
a higher olliee ; and they lay a foundaiion for * 
boldnesa in proIVssing the Jaiih u'hich is in 
Christ JesHb. Their ac(|uamtance with the tiHairs 
of, the church will render them more ca|)ableof 
defending it, than many others can. And the 
honourable lesiiiuony borne to their character, 
by ‘advancing them to this trust, and continuing 
them in it, will also embolden them to plead 
more I'recly, and engage the more respect I’ul 
ittention. 


IMPIIOVF.MENT. 

I’hk teachers of others, and those who preside in the highest 
oflices which Christ has founded in his’churcli, may learn from 
this passage their duty as well as their dignity and honour. Let 
them j'.'nuMnber, the work thii?y have d(‘.dred and I'ligaged in is 
1 a good work, l.et thorn ilunk and speak, not arrogantly, and ty- 
rannically, but respectfully and bolenmly of their oflice, and let 
them cnitivate all these excellent qualities, which may lit them 
to discharge it arigiil; sobn ’ty^ and \igilancc, gravity and- bospU 
talitvj thc :.rr}cie.si temperance, the most dilfusive benevolence, 
3 Let them nse far above those low vi^ws which are to worldly 
intnded mini.sters the occasion of so many sc andalous cot^teiitions, 
winch so often establish a separate intei;est, and produce a secret 
and mutual aversion between them antj'ihcir people. 

.1 ib'jTfc,'] As*a teamed edci- might frequently ofTiciate as orcasi'*nal 
uot in this age (tf extraordi- tedchers in pnblir assemblies it might 
nary i^fls s'* lu^•es^ft^y in thf superior' be, matter of prudenee, to 'house their 
otneersjifihecborfh,as itlMS'»uu*ebcefl; eldcr^ or pastorv ont of ihi* deAroiis, u* 
and as it is highly probable dea«^ons which the apafllfe here eodeniiv refeu. 



characters of mimters (s^S^^a^ns. 38 ??. 

Let tlie churches of Christ attend to this charge, to direct sect. 
them ill the choice of their pastors ; and let ministers of stand- *'’• 
ing and reputation, under whose guidance the matter may in 
part fall, be, very candul that they doliot encourage any to un- 
dertake the work who are deficient in these things : things of 
such impoj^ance, that it is certain no genius and learning cun vcr. 
makeup ror the want of them. If deacons^ their intViioi* ^ 
station, are to be free from such stains, and to he remarkable for 
such virtues, as are here dcsc4bed, bow much more sliould the 
pastors tlieinscives be so, to whom the impection of the deacons 
9 is also, committed ? 

Let the ministers of Chrut therefore study to excel in them 
more and more. And let such as are but lately entered on tlkur 
work, though not novices in the language of the apostle, yet bo 
on tlicir guard, lest they be lifted up with pride, and so fall in(o(> 
the condemnation of the devil. But from this lurking and insinu- 
ating evil who is secure ! Let all ministers learn to draw an oc- 
casion of exercising humility, from what miglit in another view 
seem a temptation to vanity, a survey of the dignity and excel- 
lency of their office. For how justly may this liumble them, 
when they reflect bii the many itnporfcctions which attend their 
discharge of it. * . 

To conclude, let all, who are in any degree distinguished in 
the church, be excited to a care of presiding in a proper manner S l 
over theii own families : and since it is evident that the apostolic 
rule allows of marriage, and supposes that, by whatever doctrine 
of devils, it might be forindden, it would generally be practised 
by the ministers of (dirisi, let them however take care to make 
choice of companions in conjngul life, who may adorn and bless 
the houses to winch they belong, and lessen, rather than increase, 
the difficulties inseparable from their own station and office. 

S F C T. V. 

Though he hoped quickly to have an intervicxv leith Timothy, the 
ap(Kstle recommends the care of the church to him ; inxvhu h 
view he raises his idea of the charge he received, mid repre- 
sents the difficulties attending the faithful execution of it, in 
consequence of those pernicious doctrines which false teachers 
would endeavour to introduce. 1 Tirn. III. to the end. 

Chap. IV. l~5. 

^ TIM. in. 14. things which thou hast now been 

J HKSK tbirigB write reading Concerning the character of persons 

who are to be intrusted wjth the office of hi 



388 , Paiil recoi^eHds io the eare 


SBCT. shops and deacons, I write to thee, hoping to t unto thee, hoping 
y- come to thee shortly ®. ^ut if I delay, 1 give *h(.rt?y"* *** 

thee these instrutrtions, wjtfyes# ^Hea’ 15 Bat iff tarry 

Aoa’ it becomes thee to cffltverse in the Aomsc 

• ■ God, in which tltoo hast the honour to bear so oughi“rto''“behat“ 

lii^h an o/ficcv (^en in that house, which is the thyself‘'iD the house 
church of the living God. Bui I wdi not inc.nl- ofthwi, which U the 
calc the matter farther, content!^ myself with pnla'^aud 

reminding thee, thjit the very pilmS’ and ground giou’ud of the troth. 
of the whole system ofgospel-f/'MfA*’, upon wlticli 
16 the support of the entire edifice depends. And And without 
which \sconfessedlii great, hey ond all Controversy th"myrt«y;,?gtdV,! 
and contradiction, t$ the mystery oj ness; God tna- 

* tliat wonderful and sublime doctrine, which it in the Htsh, 
is our ijreat business to assert and enforce, and 

wliicli has so evident a tendency to promote true preached muo tiu 
godliness in all its branches ; God was manifest- 
ed in the flesh of our blessed Redesmer, in whose 
. human nature the incarnate Deity dwelt ; and 
thus he wys Justified in and by theSpirity whose 
extraordinary communicatioD, in the midst of 
all the incapness of human nature in’ its suiFer- 
ing state, vindicated his high claim, and mark- 
ed liim but, in the most illustrious manner, for 
, tlie Divine Person he professed himself to be. 

He was seen if angels ^ and gazed at by them in 
various circumstances of bis life and death, as a 
, most astonishing and instructive spectacle-. He 
was preached among the Gtntilesy who were in- 
vited to embrace his religion, upon assurance of 


* to anve 1(1 t/ar ylLurlltf.‘\ Ks^ins 

(vii'c'iit t'roiii hctu'fi that Paul i\iiciedvd 
to h wo fiomi* '»;u’k l<i Tiniolli y at ]? t>b<i:'8us 
i'» a llttU* tiuv, bot Mas providentially 
v'alled auotbci' way- lo.t it can by no 
means bo ('oucludc'd from hence has 
her n shewn in the tntroductioo), that f^^ui 
wrote this epistle to Timothy after hib 
uupri 30 (t(ne\,t at Uoim*. 

The pUlnr g/owuf truth.'l 
Thoujjh it is, as Or. ttshtfobt has ob« 
served, very true, thuttiiis title is some* 
timcsv given by U»e rabbits to the members 
of I lit- grc.'ijtitQ!//Ac"/mrt, at least when as* 
^u^ubkll tolgeUicr^ yet no interpretation 
of this text seems more prccanonf- than 
• that yhb'li refers it io the ckuich Tll« 
had j^jst b».dorc bee n called a Aof/'t’, and 
?b;’V' fyu <■ >.nnui nfttiirallyr'bc callrd a pit- 


lavy or Jtntmlaiivn^ Vi t if it were to fie 
granted, it would only pi'u\c, that the 
church was to support Christianity fiom 
age to age (which it has coitainU' done,) 
iiotthatany particular church is iiifalliblr. 
But it is well known, that many good 
critics refer this descriptive t m Ti- 
mothy, agreeabiy to Uint figuie by w hich 
P^'ter is edited a pillar, Oal. ii. 9. Gom- 
paie Bev. iii 1^2. But, I thpik, had this 
been the e-ou^f ruction, the accusative ease 
would hlivehf mused to agree with uii' 
derstoodr’ I thci** fore choose to end the 
sentenvc\\ilhthe word and begin 

the next with as in the version and^ 

paraphrase; and then the whole systeiu of 
tBWangeiieal txuth is considered as rot-un’x 
on this pillar and 6(7W>, W m.«;- 

sil^nifv 



In iM fasi times some w^d apostatize the faith, 

r,entHe?, believed on being received to equal privileges with the Jews. 

! d up iuiu sioryr*'^' He was also.iit'/ferjfi/ i/i the xsHn'ld, many «>f 
the' most distant natior^ already cbming in to the 
• , Christian profession, and pressing tor a .share in 

the benefit of it. And at length, when his ini- 
• iiistry on earth was mp letted, ^Jie was rt iyivcd 

tip into gloiy, and seated on a throne in the 
heavens, where he presides over all thin|»s for 
the good of Ills churc)ii| and answers iitjhlrr pur- 
poses with regard to it, than his corporeal pn;- 
;^ sence here could have done. 

IV. 1. Now ^lie These great doctrines of our holy faith arc 
speaketh ex- wortliv of being recollected by evCrv Clnistniii, 
latu r limes s ime Of being insisted Upon by every minister, /fut 
shall depart from the ike Spirit of Divine inspiration, in thcscripinres 
iaitb, giving heeii to truth,® aiul in evangelical prophetsl parlicii- 
duV/rim^T^^ expressly saitk and testifies, that in 

the last times, ^ in ages yet to come, some, who 
are under the dispensation of the gospel, and 
make great pretences to zeal in ns interests, 
shall apostatize* from the purity of the original 
faith; giving heed to deceitful spirits, wfiobliall 
endeavour to impose upon them by false, though 
specious appearances, and to various doctrines of 
demons,*^ and particularly such doctrines relai- 
ing to the spirits of dead men, as the devil, the 
great author and abettor of lies, shall suggest to 
\! .‘^prai lu;; lic.s "i tlicui for the most pernicious purposes.^ For ; 
iiviK)*!!..) ; jjg worslppp*"^ of'dead idols, 

and departed spirits; as in Israel also tliey wor- 
.shipped them; through the hypocrisy oj the mo.-t 
abandoned and shameless /wr.v/’ spreading the r 
errors under pretence of sauctiiy; u'hose cxeti 


t i'llBiA i 


« In the scriptures of truth, &«.] I 
hav e paraphra&ud this clause in itsgi cutest 
eMent, because, hs there arc some pas- 
sages in the Old Teklamciit which havo 
been supposed, though I think not very 
expresdVwto louk titis way, ii is highly 
piobable that others, who hud Uie jgift of 
prophecy, (as ue are sure manp that 
time had) might predict »>o wmdnable 
arid mipiirtnnt an event, ns Patft certain- 
ly had done before. See ‘2 Thess. ii. i , |ltCk 
Uut the inspiration of the New Testamq^t 
111 geiM’ral, reals upon mc'Jh strougior^i* 
dunce than what arises from this clatise. 

^ In ti.e last thiey.] Though it is ’iser- 
tain, that (as Dr. Whitby here proves at 
large,) the phi'a$j?of the last flat/f Sons of ~ 
tnj signify the cofloluding period of the 


Jewifih dniroh, nod the finit .igf- of Chris- 
tiaoity; yet I c.iunot pcrcuiM-, that it is 
confiiicd to this, but that the whole 
period, or time iiader fiie rri;:n ol’ the 
Messiah, may be spoke of in this lan- 
guage. 

® fheirhei of Arelj’d'-bop 

TillotsOA f^Wow.-; ;vlr JoM*pb Medo In 
explaioing this, cxproN.sing :jiit /,>.• r.. nl 
to (he spirits id’ the timif. 'I'M'lorsori’s 
W'^orks, Vo*. 11. p. hut, thoujih this 
be undoubtedly one branch that dia- 
boliciil floctrinc which the oh'ifoh of 
Eoiho hath ft/llowed, 1 sec no Mitiieicnt 
reason for limitiug the pbiasc to that 'de- 
testable tenet. 

t Through ike.hjfpocrlu of lurt, j 
A very ingenious thrittc (manv of whiise 



390 Requiting dbstm^^ from marriage, andfn^^^ats. 



conscionr^it 
with a hot. 


; m 2. 


cnnscitnce is so stand and cauterised, that they 
feel no manner of remorse for the grossest 
frauds, hy which they iinuose on the weak and 
credulous with inipious pretences to a Divine , • 

^revelation. I’hey will indeed endeavour to 3 Forbidding to 
gain the good opinion of men, as persons of marry; •WcommAwt/. 
extraordinary s^hctjty and mortification; in this 
view requiring^ especially from the ministers ’'hath created to he re- 
of Christ, abstinence from marriage,^ as if it with ihanks- 
were an impure state, [and] less pleasing to God them which 

than that or celibacy, 1 hey will also iirgt; men 
to refrain from various kinds of meats y which 
Gody the bountiful Former of all things, hath 
rreiiled for our nourishment and entertainment, 
f/) be received with thanksgiving b\) the faith- 
ful^ and by those who know the truths and so are 
instructed to pljtcc religion, not in such indif- 
ferent things as these, but in things more truly 
excellent and worthy of God. For whatever 4 For <*vcry crea- 
tliosc deceivers may suggest, and however of f*od « good, 
^they may represent the matter, eoery 

of (rod [t.y] goody and nothing [/^'] to be rejected ed with thauksgiv- 
under a colour of scrupling the lawfulness of ing. 
it, \ provided it he] received xdith thanksgiving; 

) For It is in that case sanctified by the word of •'» For it is sancti- 
Gwl, whicli allows the use, and by praije'r, GoV»n<l'p4'n.' 
which draws down a blessing upon it. And 


rpffi!irk> on scripture deserve att<>ntiou,) 
has urged the authority of Epiphaiiius, 
for iii5»crtiiig iuto the former part of ihi^ 
'ert»»! the following words, «s spuk» a by* 
tin; ap';Sii»-, h,/’ro»7ai ytur- X»'?fiVoy7f; 

w; XVI ./ !'.u Vipiph. 

Jlr;*r TW. p. IIW.',. Kd. Biu the 

CP dit of one copij cannot he so coti-ider- 
alde, as to warrant such an ndiiUiun to the 
>.ai.,it'd tc\t, c^peeially cou^ideririg how 
Utf that ciutiuA was made, i^nd how ah- 
^oliitcly bnpTtSftible it wtmld have been, 
.luer the .time, of 'Fipipliaiiius, to have 
io( reeled all the copies, by era^ifig from 
thr.m these words, of which no trace is 
any whore else to be found, I rather 
think that this father, very far, to be 
sure, from being a coritxt writer, has 
eMnfon.ndt'd *Wo quotations together, and 
in tlic'.o tvords referred to I Cor. x, 7, iU 
]ustrati?d by Fsal. cvi. 28,of whica 141 * had 
an imperfect remembrance ; or that by 
^y,r,y (with which Uie passage is introdu- 
ced) we are to understand “ Ac iheawi,” 
th^v U wiM be only th<: gloss of l*’pU 


pbanius. In ibis sense Mr. Mede took it, 
ill his discoure on the apostaey of the 
latter times. Yet, as thi.*? seems a re- 
markable commeutofso ancient a writer, 
1 was willing to insert it in my par iphrasc, 
though I could not murk it as any part 
of the text. The constrilctjon of tlie ori- 
ginal in ilif'C two verses, vsoa-tycVlf^ 
vrytvfAam fv -v{.ii/joXoywi>, makes it 

necessary 10 Miry from our translation in 
the manner 1 have here done. Ste Crit. 
Not. on ^ferip. p. P — 103. 

e Abstineniv from marringe and v^riou.? 
kinds of mea.'r.] The original words, 
xwXi/ov7wv yitfxuVf u-niy^'cSaL ^cwfxnlwVj 
contain, ^ Mr. Hlackwall well observes, 
one of M boldest ellipses in the whole 
New Testiiiieni, where a word is to bp 
nndenitood, contrary to that which is be- 
fore expressed. JUit he shew^. thatsome 
of the most celebrated classical writers, 
and particularly Horace and Cicero, take 
the same liberty^ lUackw. Sacc. Clas-! 
Vol. I, p. 72, 73. 



M^e'ciions on the apditeiiy of the (at^da^s. , 



when persons attend to the instructions of se^t./ . 
God’s word 5 , and maintain converge with him by v. , 
prayer, seeking th<Teb| in particttlar^is blessing 
upon their food, they may indifferently me on Jv*?* 
any days all kinds of wholesome nourishment, 
not excepting those which were ;nosi ^irjctly for^ 
bidden by the Mosaic law, for ‘reasons peculiar 
to that' dispensation, and therefore to expire 
when the authority of that few was to cease. 


. IMPROVEMENT. 

WiiAT the Spirit of God expres>ly spake has been so express- ct»ap. 
1 }^ accomplished, as plainly to prove the Divine original of tliis *'• 
oracle,. and of all that are connected with it. . The grantl apos- 
taev of the latter days is made manifest, the seducing spirits 
have effectnally (lone their part, the world has . given heed l(j 
them, and wandered after them ; so tliat doctrines of deviLs have 
almost cast out from his ow n church the doctrine of Christ. So ‘2 
testimony of hypocritical liars hath been wanting to confirm the 
fraud to the utmost of their power, and the whole conduct of it ' 
seems to declare to liow dreadful a degree it is possible for con- 
science to be scared. Marriage has been forbidden, while the:; 
pardon of fornication, adultery, and incest, have been rated at a 
certain price by that grand merchant of the souls of men, who 
hath ventured to call himself the vicar of Christ upon earth. Ky 
^ him m(‘n have been taiiglit to place the greater part o.f religicui 
in Mistammg from meats, in attending unintelligibles jargon, in- 
steail of the siTvicc of God’s sanctuary, and in transforming the 
high soit^nities of the simplest and most rational woribipthat 
ever was instituted, into a ceremonious farce. Adored bv Divine 
Providence and grace, ihat any parts of the once daik diuiiams 
of thl.. man of sin havt' been awakened to asse rt the purity (d* 
the Christian faith aiul worsh p, and to seek to purge away the 
reproach and infamy which Mich adulterations had hronghi upon 
the name! blessed be God that onr attention is diverted from 
tlu'se rritles and monsters, thc.so mysteries of folly, and mysteries 
of ini(|uity, to the great mystery of godliness! Let it be familiar ctmp, 
to our thougl'ts. TIk' manifestation of God in the flesh I A sight 
which tlv* arig' ls beheld with wontJer,. while the blessed Spirit 
scaled the authority of Goal’s incarnate .Son, and attesUni his gos- 
pel among the Geiitiles, till the wwld was broiiglit to l)dU;ve in 
him; so that Ik? look<Ml downi from the throne of glory > to which 
lie was received, and saw his owm onicle fulfilled, // / am 
up, I will draw all men untome ; (.lolin xii. 32.) May th's mys^i 
terioiis, yet resplendent truth be strenuously maintained, and 
practically prcaclied, by all the ministers of the gospel ; may 



SBCT. they sliew, m:^^y other. respect, that they know how to be- 
V. have tliomselv^s ^ight i^i.the house- of the living God ; and may 
many by bet. brought to heliev'e and to know the 

in its vital' ^eigy. *■ Then will the common enjoyments of 
4 ^* 5 ,* life have ao additional relish, being received with thanksgivings 
and sanctified b^^the word ^,God and prater. 

. SECT. VI. 


Paul gives many good advices to Timothy^ to attend to the great 
essentials of religions patiently to endure all ({(fiictionSs to be- ^ 
have with the most exact decorum and oxemplary carts ^rid 
study to hjtprove the gifts with which God had honoured him 
for the edification of (he church and the salvation oj souls. 

1 Tim. IV. 6s— to the end. 


SECT- 
\ it 


1 Tirn. 

IV. 6. 


1 TIMOTHY IV ' 6. , jy. ^ 

JF thou shall careful frequently to suggest Jf thou put the bre- 
these great and weighty thingSs*^ of which I thrtn in r?mem.F 
have now been writing to the brethren who are 

. , , o .11 j. Shalt be a good 

committed to thy charge, and to remind them of minister of Jesus 
their importance with becoming aeal and affec- Christ, uouu.hcd up 
UotUsihoK shall be a good minister of Jesus (fhrUts roid doctrine* 

' and shalt act as may be expected from one who whcleunto thoViutt 
has been nourished up from bis very childhood m attaiued. 
the wordti-of faith and of good doctrines which ^ 

thou hast accurately traced outs and followed 
Tiwith suitable diligence. But profane and 
•“of which many of the Jewish 

allegorical and traditionary teachers are so fond, thyself miher unto 
do thou reject, a.s things altogether unworthy of ;fud*iHess. 
thy ’’cgard, and father take care strenuously tt> 
exercise fAy.ve'//’in those doctrines aiul practices 
which have the mostimmeiliate tendency to pro- 
8mote real ' For thdit bodily exercise , 6 For bodily excr- 

abont vk'hi.oh’-^aqy are so solicitous, and in the 
pursuit of go .tbrouglt, »o many fa- 

tigues, in preparing for, and attending the pub- 
lic games;^ w very (ittles the 



* 1 Kapheliusr on the place 

justly observes, th 4 t this is the exact sig- 
VjiificatioO-<^f the word Four 

'te import ofxr'jtRWf^^^uSityMg, see on Luke 

'f: b 041' Thw undoubted 

siguides Jewiih frji(fUions. Compare 
chap. i. 4, 6; Tit.'Lj4. If they were-' 
»uch 44 those the rabbinical 

liters, so far as an opiMjrtu- 


nity of judging of tbem, abound, nothinjr 
ever better deser\ed the name, they bu- 
ipg not only the luost tncmhhle, but the 
most insipid and iernetm iales imy where 
to be met with. 

« Bodity eve/i’ise w prqftt^hle tq little. 1 
It seems much more reason- 
able, with Dr. Whitby and Dr. Edwards 
(onSetipt. Vol. H. p. 167> It'S.) to refer 
this to the celebrated exctciscs at thoWre^ 




mendf oj 

bit pxHiness hpm- best rewards of it being of a 

fhS“, Jving p«l Hr^r’ 

iTii.e oFthe life that godii/ttas is profiMk if) (iU . 

no^ is, and 6f that promise hoih &/ fftnt frescnf oni/ulUft hfe;^ ni- 
«hinh IS to come. t„ra||y tending to promote otir real happiness in 
• this worldj airf beiii^ surely andi^alone efFmual 

9 This is a feithtfal to secure the blessedness of the next. This [w] 

aU^ioSJon.'"^ « /e«V*/Mf faying, wartAy <fall acceptante ; 

* reccice it therefore, and 1‘etaifi it carelully, and 

inculcate it upon tberse who ar6 committed to 
thy charge, or whom thou mayest be concerned 

10 For' thereforo in setting apart for the liiintstry. F^r the ad- 

wc both labour, and yaiKenKTit of ihis godlincss IS of all the 

c-Iusc «!^*irust m the hardships ive encounter; while we hih pass 
hvini? Ot'd, who is tlii’oiigh the inost fatiguing tbo 

*r'en ^^esTdaif- of vepivach^ sud the most violent outrage, 

those triarbe5'icve.“' AfcaUse we have h>ptd, and continue to hope, 

in the protc^i!ti6n and favour of the Uving 6W, 
nvko is the Saviour and Preserver oJ ail 
by his gracious providence, and especially (f* the 
faithful souls who cordially beli^O and ^inOere- 
ly obey thhgosp^d; for whom M reserves the 
most invaluable blessings of a future state) and 
w hom he will gnitle sufely to it, through all the 

11 Th« PC things dangers of this. -These iny dear Timothy, are 

thiugs of the greatest inn^ortance,^ and there* 


10 


11 


cian {^rnnu's, (»)f which Dr Wost ha 5 given 
so ( iitrrtaining .inti usH'iil an account in 
the Dissertation prefixed to his Pindar,) 
thill) to tiioxe severities of the Jewi<4j 
•eijt's wljiili ^onm fth«r ^htnentaiors 
*■ " Thoe btrcmious excrcitcs 
pronioti- strcni'th and C(iurag«,thc;y 
\u>uld )i:it.ur;il|y raix^ high ohiulatiDii, 
and the vh tors received gieat honours, 
and suirictiiih’s valuable iiiiinnnitie.s and 
j)iivilcg(\s Perhaps, indicd, some of 
llicsc niight hniilly l)w;lfin(;(* personal in- 
jiiiies tl'cv iiiight nuvt with in them; 
ami irnnv hidsuHcpd rancli who receiv- 
ed m. rcii ard at ail Mut the apostle .stands 
ISO* on this^ : f.e plamlv intnna'.es, lhaft 
vvliere men succeed ^hest, the greatest ad- 
V. inures thev received hv their victory, 
all fell infinitely -.hort of those whi^ 
true r<’lii;ioii seenres. 

<> Pro.r.ivo' the prtn'uf anf? Jutara H/a.] 
und'-r ri)« New TcdniivnP dis- 
peu>alion, ha> no iiarticiilar promise of 
hi alt or r; hh'f lii >Ji, ot iav///’/i| or any 
other individual b)< 'Sing, though in its 
Maturul ccnsvtpicncc), ii wears a JinoBt 


friendly aspect upon «//, but it ha? tJbe 
jnroinise of comfort aud happiness in gene- 
ral, and that declaration of Christ, that 
tlic g'ood rbau shall remvran hufi tired folU^ 
even m the ntidii of pmecuhon^ if that 
.should he: his lot, (Mark x. ;3t). ) ini'dtl 
alone he sufticicnl to vindicate the apos- 
tle in this assartiiiii. 1 have t fien won- 
dered, that So great a man, as tlie present 
lli^hop of London, should suppose a rCi> 
fer6flce here to tlio oove^aiit with Noah, 
by vhich he sirppov^is thtf origmal ferfi- 
liiy'of the earth watt. d .ifter the 
deluge; since tliero arc so many <ithcr 
tem{)M^ |N^njses made to the righteous; 
and the bend! ftlS)f this is coininoii both 
to,goud and'.hacl men, adniitling his lord- 
ship's hypothesis as to the sense of it. 
S»c Dr. Sheri, on Proph. p. 111. 

« Saviour qf all men . ) Tliis seems a 
tith. parallel to that in Job viL 20; 
saver of men: hui he is i^specially the Ni-*' 
viourof helicvets,tis he cxltuds to them the 
fioblcst and mrst important deliverance. 

t These arc thfftf(s of the gren^ ^t im- 
poirtaiice.] Tlie follovrin^ expression, ot 
.-'.f 



394 * He exhotts him ^to he an. ex ample to tkitek^eh. 


ftECT. 


fore give them splemnly in charge ^ and {each 
them to all, a» tlioa haaft opportumty. 

And, that thou mayc^- inculcate them with 
the or cater efficacy, let it be thy care to behave 
ill such a manner, that no man may be able to 
despise thy youth; but^ on the contrary, let thy 
whole behaviour commarid a reverence to it, 
while others see that, young as thou art in years, 
thou art.old in wisdom, piety, and universal good- 
ness. Be thou therefore an exaniple to all the 
faithful in prudent and useful speech^ in a grave, 
steady, and consistent convefrjtf /fa/?, f/z unbound- 
ed lovcy and th a candid yet zealous spirit in 
uniform, and incorruptible /irfrf/Yy, and in un- 
spotted purify^ by which all suspicion of evil 
shall be avoided, and even all occasion of apo- 
1 3 logy superseded. And till I come back to Ejihe- 
sus, to take thee along with me, if Providence 
favour my purpose of returning, or if not, till I 
may have an interview with thee elsewliere, make 
' the best improvement of tliy time, as considering 
the greatness of thy work, and the various furni- 
ture which it requires. In this view, attend to 
reading t\\e scriptures and other useful writings, 
and to the important care of exhortation^ ami to 
1 both in nublic and private. Ncgltct 

noty by proper anti strenuous exercise, to rouse 
and cultivate that gift of God’s Holy Spirit which 
is in theCj which was given thee in a large and 
sensible ed'usion on that ever-memorable day 
when thou wert set apart to, thy sacred office Ay 
ilie iiiinistration of those who bad the gift of pro- 
y/Atry, by whicii llj<*y were enabled and excited to 
foreiel something extraordinary ciincerriing thee. 
iViili such a token (d‘ his special presence did 
God honour the imposition of the hanih of the 
whole presbytery,^' who concurre|i with me in 


cottiinand and tcaAh. 

12 T.et no man de- 
spise thy youth, but 
be thou an exaniple 
of the believers in 
word, in conversa- 
tion, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in pn - 
rity. 


i3 Till I come, 
give attendance to 
leading, to exborta- 
tation, to doctrine. 


14 Noijlect. n d the 
gift tluf Is- in thee, 
whirl) w.is ^iven thee 
by prophecy, with 
tlic* laying on of the 
hands of Ibr pre-^by- 
toiv. 


gb/'fig thi^m in clS$r^iPt shew? tb*t these 
w«»rds refer n<»t'.j(!^e)y to whJ^t w.is men- 
tioned jn tbe^omer claii«c, bi.t to the 
ttliolc preceding discouise. 

S’ //I spiiil-l S'lme explain this of an 
indiiNtpiousinnpiovcment oftheAr./Aof the 
Jfoiy Spiritf and liave uiged it sin a pioof, 
t;ial Timolby was po^sesstd of such extra- 
<»fliiiar\' enrlow’nirnls of this kmd, asra;s- 
fil him far above the r.ank of an ordinary 
i/i..).&lc». 'Ihai he had uiiV.ic«lms gifts' 


is certain, coioparc vei. I hot the r*ro‘»f 
of it from tlp se wortK, which admit aii'«- - 
ther sense so naturally and fairly, must 
be verv prec.u ious. * , 

— hy the vtuvnt on of the lojuh •f 
the presbyfe} 'J'he piTsbyiri!? 'Cefued 
to have laid mi Ibrjr hands with Paul, 
when 'riiiioib.j was solcio il\ s»'t ap.iP to 
the iiiinHtciiat woik; and, a*; the SMiiri 
was ofnm given hv the iniposition of tiic 
.apostles hand?* al'iiefronipare 2 Tim. i c ; 



ta take heed to himself arid, his dochirie. 393 -^ 

• recommend ii)^ thee to his bles$}ti|^b^; that so- sEct, 
lemn ritp. ■ Meditate thcTeforef* 'o» these things, '<• 


l.'i Meclitati^ upon 
thfcs<‘ things: give 
th\ijclf wholly to 
fhrin ; that thy pitt- 
iitmg may api>car to 
all. ' . 


t ti Take hccil un- 
to th>srlf, and unto 
lh\ doctrine; con- 
t 111 lie III them; for 
^iii doing lliis thou 
sh.tit both save thy- 
self, and them that 
}jt .ir thee. 



all, thaOcan conduce to the honourable and faith- 
ful discharge of thine office, may be inadtf 
fest io all around the^. In a word, remeuiberlG 
that thou art surrounded with numberless temp- 
tations, and that the trust committed to thee is 
a matter of infinite importance. Take heed 
therefore lo thyself^ to thine own temper and 
conduct ; and take heed to \thy\ doctrine^ both 
with respect to the matter and manner of thy 
teaching, and continue in them^ making this the 
whole of thy business and care. The fat^e 
indeed may be great, and many of tlie restraints 
to*which thou mayest be subjected for the pre- 
sent, (iisajrree^ble, but the happy consequence 
will counterbalance all; for in doinf( this thou 
shall both save thyself and thy hearers,' It will 
be the means, not only of delivering thine own 
soul in the great day of account, but of improv- 
ing tliy happiness to unknown degrees; and 
though it is not in tliy ppw'er to coimnaiid suc- 
cess, yet thou hast great (‘ncouragement to 
lit)pi*, that (>od will so bless thy labours, as to 
make thee instrumental in delivering many 
souls from death, and raising them to complete 
and everla.sting felicity. 


cannot suppose 
.i.i.M- of I'aiil Mould ■4e loss caiccK'i. Ills in 
thisi i-iicum.-jUin't-. S/ e Mwi’. Saci. Vol. 
II. F’.ss, M. p. 'iu. U is strange, that a 
mail of Mi >I ^jood sense should 
ii.ave .h'Hjulit or lUtiT iretiug presbvtery 
h«*ie of the o/- k' r •//<,'»' ot the ajKtslfcs. 
'I’iiCH- is no HMsoi) at ail Jo believe that 
they M'fie now tojethor, or that any of 
triem was w'th P.ml Jit 'riuudky's ordhia- 
iuv , for Ibeie is no hint of its bi ing 
performed at Jenisabrn, where ajiu:, 
though but a few, of tiicru might |X*i hapH 
reside at this tun'*. Sie draught, 

I' I S i-. As tiiis text s.ror.p.iy implies, 
that Timoihy wasndouud wilhsoine su-' 
pvrnatuial gifts, so i: iil^o proves, that 
th' degree ill wliieii mii'Ii t.iiours were 
oititiiiiu'd, did Airy iriiuh dopeDrl on the 
dilii^fiiee and fid* lity witJi w.hich they 
were eidtivaied, hy the person who had 
rt ceived them, 


^ .Vave /hysf// tr/tt/ t/'/y Z/r/i/e/r.] I c.iri- 
nol forbear ob*.ervin«; lieie, though it be 
not a oritic.ii n mark, that the s.ilvdUou 
of ollit rs nifi> .KM'ideiitalh' have seme in- 
tlueiioe upon a niaii’% own s.'ihntioii; as 
the better tli'*se about him are, the more 
advantage he has ittr religions improve- 
meiit, the fewer hiiidraocen from duty, 
and telnplaiious lo'sin. And tin aiuu> 
nieiit foriuptaiion is much streniithened, 
w! ('ll It coinCs from a peisoiiplaii d iii an 
iiifeiior station, fipn* whom Iberefmc 
less might be expected iu that view Uian 
from ourselves Put rCTtaiulv the 
thoiigbt vbieilv nftried to here:, is th-? 
tieccssiiv uf a'.tiuj; f.sitbfully iw tliC nii- 
msti>, ill t-rder to beiiig entitled to th*-* 
Divine promise of salvation, m vvhjea 
pmons who b« tray so lUiporlanl a trusl 
can have no paii. 



S 86 Reflections on iHt^duiks and pleasures 


,improvevknt. 

It is doubtless a very irn*at advantage to Christian^, and cspe- 
cially to the ministers' or Christ, tp have been rtounshed^ and 
^ ediH.ated m ihwrds of faith and (^good doctrine; and they who 
^ ave honoured with the great trust of training them u|\ should bi* 
particularly careful on tliis bead, reincmberiog that no other 
branches of learning are of eotnpaMble importance to any Chris- 
tian, aud much less* to iliose whose business it must be to main- 
tain tlio faiili of Christ in the ivorld, ami to instruct others in l)i> 
doctrine, both publicly ahd privately, 

12 Blit to do this with success, and to command that rever^nce, 
which it is desirable for tin?, pubik good they slionid command, 
whether they be younger or elder, it is neocteary that they en- 
deaViMr to be examples to other believers in tUeir whole conver- 
salMh) and deportment, in word and in J^pirit, patterns of charity, 
faith, and purity. To qualify them more abundantly for such a 
work, whatever their gifts may be, wbethdr of nature or ot 
14 grace, it will be i>ecessary to stir them up by frequent exercise, 
I'iund to cultivate them by reading and m^itation, as well as 
15 prayer; that their stock may l>e increasing,, that their profitinij; 
way appear mUi ally and that they may lose no advantage they 
can vsecurc, of rendering their exhortations aud instructions wor- 
thy the regard of the wisest and best, as well as the least and 
Weakest of those committed to their care. 

But surely, whatever difficulties may lie in their way, «and 
to whatever fatigues, or, censures, or sufferings they inny encuun- 
16 ter while thus employed^ the prospect of success may sweeten 
all. If they may sme themselves and those that hear them, if they 
may WT? up an account withjmjy if they may see ;ouls recover- 
ed bom the tyranny pf Mn^.,and the kingdom of Satan now^, and 
at igth, after having antiSpated the pleasures of * 

caitli, raised to the full enjoyment of those plea‘iiM*sal)ovc, they 
will bl<‘s.s the remembrance of their labours. , ^'en, iluj very 
conscioustiess.9i ^ipt nding life m such pursuits ('must, to a gene- 
rous ami mind, afford unspeakabiy more delight ihan the 
acquisition w4. enjoyment of .-any thing vvluih ihe childnM) of 
this world pursue, and pertiaps some of them viili equal latigne. 

8 Let Christians in otifef stations also he to exert 

thcinsclve^ jn the same blessed cause, rea»cmhering, that vvi.ile 
Ollier ihings, for whicli men labour tw in the fire y can profii but 
litflcy ‘ ^Qdline6^!i is profitable, to all. It hath so far the promise of 
that the godly man' shall not want any. thing that lus 
Father and his fjod knows to be truly good for him, and he will 
prdbahly hc ahiindanlly happier in this world, amidst all th(^ ca- 
, loiuhies to which he may be exposed, than in like circumstances 



Paul directs Timothy, how to manage reproof; 397 

Ik* coukl possibly have*, been, without such a principle of piety 
ill liis iicart : and it has absolutely /he pro^misc af the life tMch is vi, 
/,} comc^ and that such a life, so glorious and so lasting, that 
very nieiiiiun of it may well swallow up the thoughts (d’ this life 
and its mtcresis, any farther than as they are coniieored uiih tliat. 
l.t't us thun receive the word with all readine.ss, and, piirNiie Ver- 9 
tliose i^lorions obj(*cts, trusting fn the living Gud^ who, while lie 10 
scatlc! ^ the bounties of his common providence itw all, i>, in a 
])Ocuiiar and most important sense, the Suvioury tin; Guardian, 
the I'ailier of those xvho believe ^ 


S KCT. .VII. 

Diyrct ions for Tiniat/vi/s conduct toxeards p' rsoyis in di/iiren/ 
circunKfonirs, and pai ticu/nrli/ eld' rs and u'hloxcs : cchich 
leads the upofilc to gue soy/u: advices concerning th'K^e mat) on • 

Tichn rvere tnlrasitd hi) the church unfit s. me peculiar office ^ 
and supported out. of the public stuck in the discharge of it. 

1 'I’im. V. 1 — 16 , 

V 1 ^ TlMOTUV, V. I. 

jjKiUKi-: not iui I'llice, O 'J’lmothy, will often oblige sfxt. 

Id.Tjlnu <n‘ the(; to censure the condnei of others, and vir. 

A w as d taiiur, find of thoso wlio aix* mon* advancoil in'^>'^ 

\ HiCn .is , i ir ■»» \ ; • ■ 1 1 'ri*r» 

If, ihmi. than tliyseli. lint re[neinber to do ii mill ^ j 

a ix’conimg modesty and itMiderncss. L'el'ufce 
not an a^(d man^ scvcnlij, but rather cohort 
\him] as a fathei'y to perform whatJ’xer duly he 
le<:ts, or to avoid thost* tmnjual vv iK h 
be dangerous to him : \cnd\ ;e. t ? !hr 
ifung^i’y though thou mayesl use mou; noedoin 
vviih theiu/ M;t remenih(!r '.fil to lr.”n ihein 
vith kindn'*''S and al]eetioi», as hrdhicn^ and 
lot wiTn a lordly and supercilious contempt. 

? MiriOhi vddress th\>eli’ to th'^ agid u’onicn, as niathers^i 

younger y as sistt r-'y udthaU chasi //w, 
i\ni) dll a id iIk; strictest decorum in thy eoiuersc with 

them; reniciniicring how many eyes are upiTn 
iliee, and how fatal any thing, whieli might in 
that re>i)ect, bring the least blemish upon ihv 
eharaeier, would he to the hono ir and buceess 
(d thv ministry, aiui to the eredii oi the gospel 

t 

*■ 'In n f'-l w r/. ] 'I’hc .n bo- w", which rn.iv t’iOlK'r bo t'iom 

I ' « !'lor and \ O'liiccr, pl.iiul v -lic<vs the »»pposition liclMK-n t-Mi j .ii.ii tuiui;** 

,7 lit re i in cr in the next vei>e. 

SOL. \'. se "" 



398 And to honour ividoivs that ivere widows indeed. 


SECT, and its professors. IIimou)\ and (Jiideavonr 
vn. honoiirahly to support, hose wido-ws who are 
' trulif widowsy^ and whose destitute circum- 
V T nrcommrnd them as the certain objects 

\|or ciiariiy. ‘ But if any widow hath chi/drni, 
oi\i^rand-childrcny who are capable of supportin^ 
her, let them learn first to exercise grateful piet^ 
a! h ^tncy and to repay the benefits they have re- 
ceiveil Irom their parents, or remoter progeni- 
tors, in their necessities, before they talk of 
extendinfj: iheir generosity to others ;}or this is 
gooil and decent, fair and beautiful in the eyes 
ol' men, and it is likewise acceptable before God^ 
who recjuires us, out of regard to his honour 
and favour, to attend carefully to the duties of 
those relations in which w'e stand to each other. 

Xozr that you may understand the charactiT, 
to which [ ailvise you to confine your charitable 
exhibitions, I must add, that she who is truly 
a 7ridow, and thus left alone ^ and destitute of the 
assistance of human friends, is one that hopeth 
in the good providence offset/, reposing herself 
with hinnlilc confidence on liis faithful care, 
and continues e*instantly day and night^ in sup- 
plications and prayers, makes devotion her bu- 
siness in the proper return of its daily seasons, 
and endeavours to be as much at leisure for u 
6 as> her circumstances in life will permit. But 
she that liveth luxuriously, assume Christian wi- 
dows, io the great shame and scandal of their 
prof«.'^^ion, do, is indeed dead while she livttu,' 
as the noblest emls and purposes of life 
1 yJnd’ds this is a very important article, and ihes 
things, in some dron.*e, alfect Cliristianb of a* 
circumstances and lelations in life, who are t 
ready to lose themselves in the pursuit of si 
bual pleasure, I di'^ire thou wouldst ghe t\ ,.i 
in charge to all tliy liearers, thar^o they mm' 


3 Honour widows, 
that are widow:* m 
deed. 


4 Blit if any widow 
have children oi ne- 
phew i>, let them learn 
first to bhi'W jiifly at 
home, audio requite 
tiu'ir parents : fur 
that IS good and ac- 
ceptable before O ni 


5 Nmw she that ii, 
a uidoi\ indeed, and 
desolate, tiuileth in 
(!od, and contmueth 
ill supplications nnd 
prayeis night and 
dav. 


6 But she th.it liT. 
< th in ple:i:iiirt , is 
dead while she I'*- 
cth 


< And these things 
i\e in charge, that 
V mav be Maim 


^ surA.] Here .is Calvin justly 
(ib^ikxes, ail aliusioii to the <jieek wuid 
-<tj;3rt, mIuoIi "iuiiiriea a person iii diA/'os 
r/aiid eireuiiistam c^. 

•= j 'I'l at KO},tinuuUffy 

morning and iieiiinu, and oii e\cry 
pi po^r oei .i-ion, by uiuiit ir i)s day, 
1 I'lu II. P, ill. 10, lie ir. S ; 
’ «i.n. 1 S. 

-d 'i .,’.t ft''^ • ^ ''oili ] ii.l .SO 


pliei'J, r»on rnon;: the i..'o-'i'ir<.. . .CK.ns, 
are Holed tor hauiu; spoken of those as 
who de^iiteil what thi ir sects es- 
leemod the doclnu* s oltii.ih and aban- 
doned theinscl\e.s to spdm al ptr^-ions. 
The word which we may ren- 

der Z/w/A/g /« pU' t-uf I'y propci Iv Sigiiifli s 
Jtirin^r t/fl:, ; and Dr, Whitby i»h- 
sme-, it espi'Cjally r-feis to diml.icg 
•^tiong and costly liqnor.s 



None tvere lo bt taken cn the list of zeii/oicy under sixty ; 

tliis respret be blaniflrsx^^ and that I)y inaintnin- 
ing a (luc gt^vernment tM’ thernseh^’s, and siiv- 
miously attending to the duiirs of lile, they may 
, an'»v\er the obligations under which ihev lie. 

Hi.t ii jnv pro- Jyf^f especially insist upon it, that a do * carcc 
'u'la*' *l»t’i** /I lations 
liinsi' (il' 0^\1I who are capable of supporting rliem ; for if am/ 
j.(iiisr.iit*iutii(i<*ni.*a ; 2 o/ provide fur his incn^ and opiXiallu for 
nj his own hoit>ty^ he h,:th, whatever he 
may pretend, in eileei and practically denied the 
faith^ andj on the whole, is worst than an infi^ 
dtl:'^ bringing a greatcT dishonour upon the gos- 
p(d, than one who optMily professes to rrjtci it, 
while he is thus defici'-nt in tliose duties which 
common humanity teacli(‘s e ven many of the 
lieathens to jiraeiise lliemsi Ives, and to inrnl- 
9 i.<t n«»t a \\i(i elite upon others Let not a widow be taheye^ 

U‘ tjkrn inio upon / hi C'f those to 1)(‘ ma ntained by the 

sM.ic \ ears old, haw churcli, aiid to minister ui the oiiice ol deacoii- 
him the v^iic of csses ill it, who is under six/y years old, and 
then, only such a person ndio hath been the wife 
oj one inan,' and a\oided all scandalous coin- 



'' f'liut l/\ .'/ mo'i /V hhtmrii \ I Somr 
Wy.ilfl i‘/'h I rii s iff tli<- tv' ; hu* Ihc* 
i <.l til" v\>itd ff.Ati’Tiwi ratlu'i fa- 

(JiH II It inil^ a, e.tiifj Ut tlu* 

II Til I , umrt' IM 

1. Ill I' 1 I*. 1 ' it iiii^ ihni ru'i/tyit’i Ut Mi iiot 

the tn.li J‘| WIIIM, wlni, 111 >40 iuxiill •« 1 *‘ a 
fitv js I j)!MbUN, M*'i( in dan.^or cift'ailr)^ 
iiitii Mi( II ..insiiMi s a.^ he had bieo 

V. .JM'.IIIJ til* »■. J',.! I t 

f I finse vi L/t .u)'! r] Tj,v o.h/..*/ 

lU*' lo si^uiiv •' i '/i 1 ol Hii*i 

Ujtii ihc i i. < pi '-IMS iicii .-.po 
#lttn ofj ut.d il Till, 111 '. 1). an .»■.! 

'a\.,tJOiJ ')! ij. :;h » li ■ i>‘ ' ' i<d itjijii'*, 
Vvii.nn l.c^uHi k.immUji ' >* '''Mdisifi ut hi!) 
al. I Ij t V to III II A. II, w * • I ‘I [i!'' I 1 V, 
Jiid i‘oi, i'i|iii n II ii'idi rhOfV*’, M> that 

tii‘*i'i <i I »» I’l'* I 1 1 II he r MJili 

iVli. hii'i't Nuii'iiii^ iipl.Niil. .|j o.) 

to (■iniclv'*-*7 't- '' ' " ‘ ’ * ii'» -i '*1 ill' / '/'/.* t- 
/-I e ht.ih^ as tl r .ip'jsih sficak- « Ki» 
wh. n>, e *al. w. 10. 1 i mi //. Z/t/ / , /<’- 
/«.//:(' . 

h U than an hpirh/.l Hi U hnhy 
pioX'S, li' \ i 1 y appo' Cf i that 

Uuj l.ralhciis t "i iis l<lf ul' tiie u*{* -oa- 

ablr'r,< tinl pfi-r ».ilv of i.ik.n^ <’aM- of 

»i .11 11 1 i.i.nis, .i!id i .sp- I'l di\ 1 ) p.u 111", 

V, hi II th. } r'l II into pw I’O y 

** '/o' /.:/j iV r 1 


has pre(i-i*ly tin- '..jiiiiticatj.ni. Surely 
n MU' i III ini.ii(ii I , that un .ipODtle iiii’ant 
to Colli lie lh*> I h 11 , 0 ’ of till ch"n h to 
uidoMS of > ah an .'ind who li id .ill 
Uiise charaoti'i-'j ; \v«> ni'ist tlu-ii'inie l o.i- 
i ludr, that he speaks oi tlioM' who hojo 
the offe e of deat oiW'SSt wiie wen pi-i- 
hi!»h iri'nisted wi'li Ihc e.sn ol n-tu - 
t.i'uif p' ( hri»ti.iii ir'iiiiiiis, u !.tl>M m'I- 
n slei- I'f others, ui.d pfilMj^ii id ulm'.il- 
1''.; Slime p or n ildren, wl-o loK.hL he 

ii.aJiitd'iiMl !>' ill' ij'f/ii iij t'.u iff'.i/t. 

.\ild it Ol :ti*t, >0 M..1I.V a*'! •“•iit'., aRil 
f'l ^elV oh ti)» u.isoii'., be pMipn, tii.T. 
till oliiee sii >UUi l)e (''iinililtli d onlv lo 
p>< iboo'* ol ai) .id' .itii. e l a,ue, .o'd sui'li a) 
iaid adideall liio ..-lit.*; of inarrt in^ a.'aiii. 
It I'i tivnleiii, tn.ii they wh-* tiad mai' i^r<l 
hospiialiiv llieiii.'>i Im > in ilu ii iiinii j rns- 
peioiis <lays, would !ep en!jai'\ ill foi 
oni; part of I’ns 'iiriei, and pi. chImj ly 
woiihy of the »'oiuiiei,''ri' • whni' thi4 
ofliei' j;ave, and "t the tiu't whnh 11 nii- 
))lii (f. 

* 7 /«' u' 0- o/' nur i It 1-4 \ I ry C' i - 
ta'ii, ii-:if 'iceonil man la^ji'h m q;(.nera4an 
rot e.ind' HUM .1 l>y v i.n tiaiinv, and it 
would be .a ;;ii at ..h.iefimi au.iiii t ir it 
theywie. 'i he rip. ‘ ;h * \pi e* -i y mimic's 
till’ iniini'fi ' h; // './/•,/ n.' iii\ \ er 1 i- ; 

•and d wou' l secui \eiy luii>l le e.ijlude 



400 And they were to be persons of an exemplary character : 


SEt’T. m(MTf with others. And, some peculiar 
trttst is rc'posed in such, Jet eaio he taken, that 
she he \orit;] Xi^ho hath a reputalion for good 
V. 10*. hi general; and she will espeeuiliv he 

worthy ol ^neh an eneonrag'MiJont and hoiitmr, 
if she have educated her own duldrcn vviili rare, 
or any other ei'iildren wtio hav(» been connnitled 
to her; if \\\ In r nnnv* prospeious days she lune 
c.\|)rebse<l an hospiiahlcteinpiTytind lodged <tran~ 
fn^crs^ who have he<-n .at a loss t\)r necessary ae. 
comniodations on their jotirnies; especi.Tlly f 
she hove iLvdied the sainls' ft t‘t ^ and in c^t^'or re- 
S|j('eis releived in a pn»per nianncr riirisiians in 
sneh circmnstanee.s ; }J she hare.^ in olhin* in- 
slaiucs, acc ording to lier anilities, a'isi<tt(l the 
ql/iu'ft'd , ami, in short, fj she have JollOiCtd exert/ 
ganduoi'k^ ainl endi avonred to a.'iorn her pro- 

11 iession by a benevolent and ns(*lul lile. But 
rejuse to admit into such an ollice the younger 
widou'S; Jar zehtn the// grow wan fan J as (though 
such a disposition he directly against, the laws 
oi' Clni^/J many in such a cneii instance of 
life do, thf y xvitt marry, and j)erhii|)s to luis- 

12 bands who arc? stranor‘rs to (‘hristianiiy. There- 
by cjL posing thnnschiS /« just blame of men and 
Caiidi niiiaiion from (iod, bi cause they here dis- 
annulled llieir first Jdilh, and violated tlieir en- 
gagL’ment to the church, when it assigned them 
Slid I an olFicc, to which it would be very iti^ wi- 
venient to admit ptrrsons that hate an\ v 

of e -ienng again into die conjugal state: 
if> sa r that some nioii have been enticed, 
very improper aiiiances, \o throw off even , 

33 general piol’cs-n.n of ( hristianity. y!nd 
deed, with relation to several of smh, (a- 
societies ft?ss eareiul in l 


( f for d w iks ; if 
shr ha\ l- Im iiulit up 
rliilriir'd it ill 

ll'll .♦'•1 Stl I ,j» if 

ilu’ lKi\ I u , Ik ,1 tiui 

N.llll' S |« I t 

1 1 :?i-\ I (1 ' itc af - 
AiiMmI, if '111' h.i\o 
ili!:^iiillv twllouoi 
v\ tiy |;oo«l woik. 


11 Hut tht» voiincj t 
wiilo\\> it'fti.'t*; fov 
wlit'u tlK'V be- 

gun to wax anion 
agaiiifl ( hi st, they 
uill m.itr\ 


1'J f?.)’. I tlaiiiii.i- 
tioii, bi'.‘ they 
Iia\(' i' isl 'li' iheii 
liihl laith. 


1 And wiilial 


tht-m aflrr\«arcls from this office, how 
Jit -oe\oi they mifrht be for it on oth«’r 
a^'l 'iiuits, njircly ljcriiU‘«e they hail doiu* 
11- I ihtTtfon' am I'urmablo to thigk 
tilt iiu'aiiin^ of tho ' xprcssii-n m;i\ he, 
(MM‘ ub'» <'lias*lely eoiiimid lu’isolfio nm* 
Jii.bbaijil, whiio 111 the riiaineci relalion ; 
for*it oirtain, thr.t, it nevei was iisual 
aiimn;; th(‘ 'rws or tin' Crif » ks, to admit 
Honx'o III iiavf' riiiire than one Inisbaud 
1» inav dt’i'n vi- ouiisiiiei.ition, 
'•vlietlu I tliK ni.)\ not ii-ili^et .^oiiic light 
on tht conespondeut phia e, when ap- 


plif d to a hi bof in.!?, 

l* .vi- I 

IS a strung xpt* '■'i -n, aIiu i, . ’• nijt b* 
••xioiI\* VI I IK <1 I Kglix'.i \\ he 

Ih. !*(' widows t'HW li III (d tlit'ir pi 

poi fJiitv, a'.'fi iiii(i!> inii^ht pre- 

vail upon (iiern; and tiwir < icdit anion^ 
Cbrislians Inong Imri by ‘ludi to unbe- 
coininir rond'n't, jt is \erv prt)l>.'iblo they 
miglit olieii lie f«'i('t f| to taVi.* up with 
hi'alhen hu hantls, and iriijht at U’njglh 
be led to ajiostatisu fioiii Chiistianity. 



Bnt he directs the younger widotcs to marrv. 


401 


tVy learn tn he i<IU', r('S|)Cl t tllilll WCl'C tO lie wished,) tllCSi; womi'll •'EI’T. 
waii.lenns nii.uit whil('* llifiv to co'jliiluc ill thfir 

i>iiiitohl\ office, hfin^ idle^i\\\t\ ■^lotlirul iti tin' firm-iivc 


hw iM- ; .»»«( 

id!f. ‘)ii! ia(N‘»-s ill- havcun'Jcrriiki'nJnstc ail ()rst:i\ irui ai , 

Im|S\ ()<| 


so, and 


14 I XU 11 tliov f i 


(iK'n 

(hiM 


^.ir\ I-, -.jn'al 

jiriuolifiilly. 


, , . ami att(MKlm»4 the prupiT (liii\ ot t h»'ir c'l.iriM.-, 

dirs,M.. aKiri.i; l- -iiKs r. . * ' , » 

wiiuli thiy uuftlit aral // 

net. h^use tn h-)iis : amt \ihnf ///>'! hut outy 

idle, hut tri/lcn a bid an d htrit-hni/r : tii-'st' is 
a Irviiy and in ilanr L'dau lour, 

uliich is t’lr natural r(‘snlt of ncglfriinj.* to !m‘('P 
tlicmsolvos woll (nn[)l(i\ oil ; and llu*y arc O'tcn 
sptai iHif thniits \\ui\ ew very fribi w Inch 

do loiniK pruclann llic irrctljtilaril y of thiar di'-.- 
posiiinn, ami sh<*\c huw njMi:!i ihcir minds arc 
vilMtcd and di>.ordciv l. . 

/ u'nif/d thcitj rc Inti'c the you ntU'r j’:i’/.'/cri’‘.vJ 14 
iiMcad of* thinkini^’ nt‘ <1 triM and .simation, Icr 
wliicli thev arc p'Orrally s<» nnlii, to Hiarrij 
hoiiM-, o'lxf nuiif 00- ajrain, il‘ thev arc inclinml, as it k ‘rcncrallv 
ivuio.i to iheadxcr. be.sttliat they ^hon'd ; employ tlnanselvcs ni 
rc- cai.^s as suit \hn m'sinss of a fann.) , lliai 
they may hrerd chldnu, [and] f:''vnn f/ieir 
domesne ii//‘jn's so as to 40:'/' no c/’c/^Zc// t'l^the 
adv^ y'i'jry, who is i^lad to tiiidan} excuse 
to ^peai' V' ffroachjallt/ of relrj;ii)n, on nccoiirit oi 
the unvintahlc bciiavioiir of its prof; s'^or^^. .'\iri 1 ; 
.ill. I(iy nim.-.i jade 1 oivc ihc <’aUtion With tllC l^ivntcr solicinulx'j 
ahn Mtjii. because it IS too evident, that n^ Jto' v/ ///.-, frojn 

whom the chinches expected Ixiiier ihi s- 

l^ave already turned aside ajier Sa-'inf, a;, 
to follow his loading and iinpiiKc, in direct i;|)- 
fiosiiion to iIjo law of ('hrist, and much t(/ the 
detnment of his inlerO’Nt. 

i<) ir any fn 111 /)’«/ // f//!y hclinrr of etlher ,sc.r hare near ro- If- 

wotn.iiiiiii.tiicli. -,H . m-y u'uli'K'.i, lei them, a> I adiiscd 

nnvt; Micliitts, ‘ ’ i r 1 ^ \ i it i 

thuii n iirio ii * «n,.vOolore, fah'e care oj them at linme,///a/ (ueenurch 
a»“l I' L iioJ i:i»* wr/y not be burdened with more cbaiitalile cases 
ih c ii* n t support, hut way iahe care 
/eiaiarcrTaows aj \those ichn arc,] as I !iav(‘ said, truly retdc.LS, 
Irulivd. and must otherwise be leic altogether dou/.i:e. 


\ 11. 

— /-w 

1 Tiwi* 
V IX 


r.. 


I 'f'n/t>n ] 'liie xvonl f/v-r^.o! sfeiris rxprcssi-^ tliP inx»aril fittr 'ntuUo -y fii i 
to be flcriifil from y/:;iiv, whn h 1 lliink may bo sp* jk,) m tin: innuK of tlics<- lu- 
pruprrly si^cmlics ilic noho xslni h water lliug in*opli», whii-h lht\ \cntcd by uic 
iriakcM wlioii It IS leady to boil over. .See profitable liiscourbes 
iUph in loc. A’liJ Uif-rcforx; itvi;ry wi*U 



Victlccllovs on the evil of a life of pica mre. 


m 


JMritnvrMirN r. 

wrcT. MiNL-'f i- us are iii'-lnicted this a|)o.>t(>IIeal iivlvic^', in tluit 
cliliu uli (Inly, of niana^mg n*|)roof ari^ijht. Cluircht's niay Ic'arn 
‘1*^'**’ t**('<ue(l, and childrcM may ho remindt’d 

4 i(jOl’l!iaL graudnl trjl)nU' uhieli tlicy owe especially to llieir aj^od 
^ and n(‘ce’>siio!is jiaiaMitsi. No roconipensi* can he full\ adc(jnati', 
but surely to a e' liermis temper nothin*^ can bo more* ileiiolirl'nl, 
than to sooilie the declining yt‘ars oftiio.^c by wlican our infant- 
days uero sustained, our feeble childhood supported, and our 
{(id.ly youth moderated and directed. 

■ 6 Let Sr. Paul's sentiments of a luxurious life be particularly 
.ittenj‘ d tn in this ai;e of t>urs,'iu which so many are I'utirtdy de- 
voted U) thest'- pleasures. call it living, but the wiser 

apostle prononeces it a kind of moral death. And manv of the 
heathens ihemsidves have liecn in.strnctccl hv nailin' to speak in a 
lanj^iiaue hk(' his. Nay some oi tiiem on tins [n’mei Ic, m 
a manner, which might .shame, nu^sl thai call r!iemsc!(v*s (' .ris- 
tians. Let iis learn to form our taste on nobler pleasnre.s than 
1 .hose on which tbouglilless mullitiid{*s art' so int(MU. Let ns cul- 
tivate tliOHi iliat are suited to our rational and immortal spirits, 
and tliat will not onb, follow us into the invisible world, but will 
there be exalted and improved. 

Ihit let iis he particularly careful, that, while religion raises ii.s 
3ab()\e a sensual life, we do not make ll^e of it as a pr^ tenet* to 
excuse oiirsc'ives from attendmg to social duty. To ii'.\.J.c( r a 
^lue can; oi' tho.se wiiom Providen(.*e has commuted to ns, would, 
III the apo.slle’s language, be a f/c/i/i// the Jail li^ and would 
even argue iis than inhdeU^ who, deficient as tlu'y ucit* in 

the knowledge of Gviil, m such regards to 5’ as wire iwen 
prooDi t 'ouabie to what iney knewv, discoursevi ‘ly a.iul e\- 
cc'l'-'n.iy on the oliligaUnms of jusUce and bene cikc loom 
ft llow-creatiires, and wiic themselves exampl of wliat they 
taught ill relaiioi) them. 

10 Among otijor virtn *s hen poken of with dm* I moiir, a pi' per 
•’an* in ric' edurun'on tj thildrm is noiu’ of the i» asi. I.ei < iiris- 
dans of both sexes be diligent in it, and let .'men, to wlioiu 
the chid care of ehildnai is consigned i i Hk, r tenclc'* 
when tlie deej)e.st and surest impressions an* oi ■ i maue, bo 
I J.sible, how gieal advantage' the public may u'ceiVi; by thi'ir 
and pious coiuluet towards them. While many arc Iri/lcrs and 
bu'iy^bodio'^ nnmhiif Jrom house to houu-^ anil speaking /hniifs 
M'hick they ou^ht noty let u^nnen professm^' [rodlintss lemcmber 
i7ihey;j|ire to adorn it by the exercise of dome^iic virtues, so a^. to 
cut oil’ occasion of sptakinjy rcpeoachj uU y y even from the mg- - 
nioijs malice of adversancs : occasion too often given by 



An elder that rules tcell is entitled to double honour^ 40 .T 

who, while they follow tlie ^ay desires of their liearts, and ihe r. 
fisliioiiN of this vain world, 'seem to 1/ave forgoiien what t'le '»»• 
apostle intended by the awful and luely |)l)rase of being tiirnech^'""^^ 
aside alter Satan; and make themselves his more secure atici ' ’ 
reriain prey, by every step they take in these llatteiing pailji 
through vvhieli he would lead them to llnal destmetien. 


S K C ^J\ 


VIII. 


rhe apostle adds directions concerning the regard to he she:en h:/ 
the people to their fait hful ministers ; eoncernint: the me/ tod 
of proceeding against those u ho rear accused oj any fault ; 
and the most prudent and rrgnlar manner of treating mndi- 
dates for the ininistri/. The sretion concludes rcith sunn o/htr 
necessary advices anil particulars for the ins ft uetion oJ ( 'In 
iian slaves, I Tim. \\ 17 -to tin end. Chap. VI. !, j — 


. IlM. V. r,. T TI A X'l 

r KTilu-tUltihlhat I llAV f 
^ rule well, be 


I TI.MoTllV V. 17. 
aln'ady he(‘ri giving \tm some di- 
rections with relation to th(»se \v!»o are elders 


'.iunl.a worthy of jjj ^ ^ 

MMiihh' honour, ospe- o ’ , , ... ■ i i • 

<*i!ly tiiry wi-o la- conccninig those who are disungiiislii*d hv tin* 
‘Muirintm W(.i,i nul office iluw lioar in l!ie C'hristiiin rlnireh, anrl 
have that "title of respect ami uwereiice givcfi 
them on tltat account. .\i)(l here ft the eiders 
■h'fiidi preside urll^ he esteemed icorthtj .>/ m uhle 
honour^', and, as circumstances may re.|uire .md 
admit, Jet them be respeetlully nidimamMl by 
the so^etv ; rspeciallj/ those leho, to all t^eir 
■ther kind cares of a more piivatc natnn*, add 
/ an cxcMiipl Ts attendance to that of piil>lic ii»- 
stiaiclion, and labour with diligence and 
administering the leordy and staling and \ iiijiieat- 
ing the doelntic of the go-pcI m \our rehgiou.s 


SI CT. 
VIJI. 

1 Tim, 
V. 17, 


- 7^i I'Ve'- ^ risnU' uc//.] Mr. 
tAp' I. V"l. p. 1 L). note r) 
an.il Mini} be ty very gu:at ex- 

ulu n, lo , .Mid ofVbomo conse- 
tp.( MI II “ 1-1 : '.M lijrtj ijrap'i’t-.ible, 

'i.V I'luu ludos that tlioM* eUlr-is ^u•!e bi- 
shop'f. in thi- I nail'll ol tin- woitl, 

or |)< r.'Oiis of .ni oidt i suf.fi tin to emn- 
innii liiiiiistrrs ' vihii'h inti ijuetntion 
uor.ld 'Jiipposo, ihul sonio kiirli oifiocr.s 
ill tin* I'liiireh iiiichl wril, though 

flu*\ ili*l not luhtun in ihi Mint, vhili. able 
to do it, vliiuli tlir follow III'; woiils c:vi- 
Jonliy iupposo the < hit is heie spoken of 
be ; for fihv their btiog disabled by 


age, or any oOi^t iiitiiin t.t'. v.uM In* .i 
stioii^ rcMM'rifiii their beini; 'miii iiiabiy 
jiiaiutaiiK d, 'ii) atcounti.l 
of their beta r } ear.*. t 'orn-Mre rinti’ on 

I Tlicss. V. ■' 2. 

t* huu/tlc horwo.] it Is. a s.'rii[Milo' s 
nicety of iiiteipiei.ili -n, l'» r\p) ii lus 
as a decision, tliai llu y wne lo I .im 
twice a.s ini'ch as the ({• <». jw ' r- 

entcireuiii lanees mit'.ht ie(|i!itc tiilh'si nt 
exhibitMi'S to |« rsons in li.e same njhi’r. 

II seems < nly to express- a pl« nliful lo.nn- 

leiianer ^according lo what tlie> in*eiled. 
and the .soritty could allord). lu a 

liberal and re^pecitul uiam.cr 



404 And tfn accusation against him is net easily to be admitted. 

.SKCT. aNStMihiii's.*' For yc\w well remcinher, I 18 For th« soiip- 
vm. i‘o( that fJir Z/./v siinl usjain and 

rniir t non shalt not muzzle the ox that tnadefh that irt.idaii out thp 

V. 18. the corn, but shall allovv hint^ whik‘ labour- ihft la- 

in 1 n|)t)n !t, to cat of it a» his hungtT rcquiivis, 

(Ot‘Ut. y.w. LU; j Cor. ix. 9 ; and note) : and 
iht' OKI 1\‘si ament, as well as the words of bur 
Loid and tlic reason of mankind, teaches us, 
that the uo) k}ttan [/.sj xrorthy of his hirc:*^ ,on , 
which account the law requires that, instead of 
bi iui’ enliredy VI ithljcld from him, il should not 
1)0 delayi‘il for a day. Dent. xxiv. 14; Lev. 
xix. I'i. Peison.s therefore, who labour in so 
honoural)!e and impoitani a work, aie bv no 
means to be iicf^lecled, nor sulfered to want ne- 
19C(.‘ sary siippon and <Mi(‘ourai;eirient. (Veat im.-Mi-r 

care should aUo lx* takiti that tlteir |•^‘pulalion, noj an dcyn- 

on whieh ineir iiseiulnes^ will so miien Uepend, oi ih.M vvjinej»s- 
may not he li<^l)t!y-imj)eached. Aceci? dingly, 
do not rexever an accusation a^a^ainstan elder, un- 
less on the t(\>>ihnon\f of txg'o or tffree credible wit- 
nci,scs ; for the single report of any one person is 
jiot malcrial enough to set a<;ainNl the word of an 
cider, tnaiiitaining hl^o\^n innoctmee. 

You will, I douhi 
flcavonrs to presi‘rve 
yi't as oirencels will c 
vise ytni to keep up a due solemnity in yhurcli. 
cei’stires; ap.d as for l/iosf. that in <^iy sean- 
daloiis and remarkalde manner, re!ni/ie'i\\ii\n i 
fore at, ill'll eren the ns^ol the congregation 
vunj fUr, luid stand upon their guard again a 
th()se temptation:; which Inive brought upon' 

21 others Such pni iic aduunntion and reproof. I h.ir-e br 


not, use your utmost en- 
the purity of iht: cl.ux h; 
•rtainlv come, let uit’ .ui- iv.*!. 


*■ Fiprciu^i'i thtij ‘^'lo L\)U) ] This 
tt) rM.imte, tha* ibeie vitxe sotne 
v.tio, ihu'iix!: ih-'V lirr^idcU lu the church, 
v.t'w not mnyi acd luprt'firh \'{r. TJmboich 
ind(’<>t! ]> of opniio'.i, that x:)/rta'/?aisigtj| 
tioj I host' who did e\eji futv'Ue them flies 
‘ujflh Uicir extmordwui', lahaurs, \\hich 
sortK* inu;ht not do, wh.o yet in tbo gciie> 
rj.\ pit'oiJtd well, supposing preaebiog to 
he :i pari of tlu’ir woik. l.imb. fheol lib. 
\ii. cap. i\. ^ 10. JhO. it sc -ms to rnc 
much muic u.Ciiral t » follow the former 
ijiliMprciatu>!j C'oinpyic 1 Cor, \\i. 16. 

'I he u' 0 ‘/,mon^ Sec. | As the very 
VI \.li .if tbj> passage only occur Luke 


X. 7; it ’s the ( p!! mil <f the iiigj nioi' - 
Air. '>H« rt. iha'i St I’ya! hfjo tpmU ^ liu M* 
■wordMif ti'uexai. » li-’i as of ctpial .unhe- 
ritv vith ih of ’do.M’s l/tot. xxv. o. 
Seed's .Sci. Col. II. p. • 

« IhowtK-i! 4//t I 1 -‘fr*'’ TU) i- asifii 
nndfistfiiidlng this «■! v'emhoL dden; 
ihuugli, wi’i' It to he so i.iki'ii, U would 
by a stroUj^r eonviupifiici* be applu ahlc to 
Olliers. ,\ huiuourof H’eKiii!' a stricter 
conriect'ori tii 'n is any way iKce''i>.iiy, 
has led siiaiiy roimnt ntaliMs .mo \f r\ li- 
mited, anil ^oni- tjlU*’: oC > v;’h'u\sK!iI !-■ 
terprcTjti 



Paul charges Timothy to do nofhivg by partiality. KQ5 

foip and kiK)w how confraryllie&c faithful proceedings may sict, 
t somciiines Ia* lo i!r*sli ;»]ul blood, and thi rol’oro vui. 

tiMt iiioii o!.b(?»vJ solemnly charge [//i/'. ) /v/Vt' the bles.seii (lotl,' 
iht'i-'fi.i itji nil autl i/ic Lortl ./f'A//' and ike eh'ct unpi 

j.i.i.-iijimoii-'x'i )i. (iv!if9, thivinu: hi'Pt their .Matioii';, u’heii so maiiv 
idling bv fMrii-iliiy. tSieir tellows were se.lueea by o.itan, are now 
eonfinniHl in a slate of innnutahh^ felu iiv, and 
shall attend on r common I ord to the a win! jndg- 
nani of iljo great day,) that thou k\tp thv.c 
(hinffs wuhoiil any prejudict' against any p.n t of 
them ; doins; nothing hy partiality^ in favour of 
one |)vMson more ihtiii another, accord inc to the 
indnceinent of pVivaiti iritindslnp or aikction. 

^ «v? 1 :»y h.imlssucl- ^ matter of so great impo»t;nie<‘ \o22 

iiLMthcrT.r p'lfuker tlt^ ^'hfistian climch, what persons are admiited 
•I wUnrnuii'b Mfis; lo minister in it, I must also eharg(^ thee, that 
• thou lay lunuh mddenly and rashly (.n no 
to sit him apait ha* ihat s.uTcd trust, befoia* his 
character and <|ualilieanoiis liavt*, Ix'en fully ex- 
amined and ihoruue’hly approved. XcH/r r make 
thyself pqrlu{('r in fkestn^ of othna^ as thou wilt 
certainly do, if thou art the means of bringing 
those tliai thou nngliiest have discovered to be 


^'r!n> eh't Mr. Joo. Medrt iri- 

t ijurrs I Ins i>i iljy sfven auliunu^iti «'h >sen 
{i\ Oii.J lo 11 ," "r<"an;si >i to lum, 

>il<l hi f.ic I iu i’l lilt;} ill fil< i‘Ovil$ of 111'.!- 

v* II. l.iit ill nis ar^u'ueulji, lo prine 
Ui.u liji j<‘ i> .1 iiunborof rthsiul 
ffiiriLi., in >01 h 'I'-'i ' i\\> car- 

».‘ii lo n." > 11' , that f ritluT 

oirii^i* t.) I i.i > riU III a in <i( ge- 

Til mI r ii’ pi inci^.hrit IhlIi I 

think n'ludi iii>-m « i '.nn. 

S l/ift k-inti .s 'd'l j and n-hlv.) That 
this IS tin- ion of l^si- 

plu lius lias s' 4 fh. n n v s>!ii w ii. I 
some l).i\r ii'lViii d ns l'» the laying on 
t.fhaiid'* 111 tiif »//i 'f 'if notTiongof- 
iV-ndt'is, it sri'Tiis at'er and niori} natural 
to explain It uf arhucLo-i to the mimslry; 
111 Ii to will, h this riio is ofti’n 

a i lulled to in these t.•j)l'.tl^^. It lias been 
tiUid Itv one of the most rational and can- 
did natr us of Diocesun EpiACopacy, 
** Wli.il iii'fd uas tli» le that, after the het- 
llfinont ol a Cliii tian ehiiich at I'.pbe- 
“ s'j^, rmiuihv should he sent lo ordain 
“ f.'i/f/i, if a ri.Jit of oidination lay in 
prr-bj Uii**, or 111 a ch’trch^ nominatiiiji' 

' lothe pastoral othci*^ I •‘peciallv, how 
'' should ho, on this supposition* be di- 


** reeled topnl’oiin it A/w.w//’, and not 
“ merely to.id,is< .md .ls-l^l oiUers in the 
** perform a II '•<*.” JJishop of AViiji'h st* r 
(Dr. H<Kidly,1 of Kpin-. p, M3 2. C.iii 1 

must be*' leave, to ansaei, Mial this clor< 
not appear to be the ehn f i. ,iso:. ui '! o 
inothy s boing sent t * rj b' ‘•us, oi i.i.Imt 
bt iriT bfl th« re, \vhen I'.i-.l wf u i.m 'vi.i- 
ccdotiia (t'hap. i. } ) Vaii.u^.ii iiiti-.itit- 
res of ibis cliureij ui.v,ht p 'poie, tii.ii a 
p«*r .'»n of 'I Hjioili', • xti.ioidi.iai \ uiU.'* 
and eliaracM r, slw.uld h«‘ 1- fi to .xi j.i i u.- 
ti-nd 'heir aM.iiii> : audit U' i;'ii i« i-ior. 
ably be lo'^en for -'lanled, iii. f, . lu' 
was thiTi' by the ap -stle’s ,>pi cm I diixs-- 
tion, so miiidi reirard uonld In- pod to 
him, that he would hefh-sired t«. pusidt* 
in their suerrd xidi inniiie>, in ila* s.iinu 
ruanner as Paul hud done whiMi .iiMong 
them. But th It no ( idei eoold >t .iny 
liuie be ordaiflerl, wiiuout llie j i- t u* i; 
and concurience of sio'h rii ex'n.i >idi- 
uary pr rson, aud that xm h .lu • '.‘u* id;- 
narv powev andini^uuK li>>oId ali>i- 
waidb be ti.iiixti rred lo oio i‘, not iti 
like manner (|"di!iied f >i ili - iM.magC’i'i ni 
of it, arc tliiujx neillu r «‘asy io be |oot- 
ed, nor rashly to be taken f«>r yrauic’<], o*i 
a qui ition <»f s.» gieat ui'.ui.enr. 



406 Different characters will require different treatment 

fiVx'T. unworthy nicn' into tho ministry ; ivi)o n)ay thysolf pm^ 
vni. liavo uiLicIi 'greater op| 1 ortiinitios of doing mis- 
chi('f, III conscquaiice of their bearing such an 
i;ivat scandal, and lead 
many <»lliers astray , TlivvcAovc keep llii/st'tf'pure 
, from snefi jiolluiions, as w<‘ll as all others, by 

2'{gnanling nj^ainst the first occasion of tlimu. A 23 lirinli in> 
rccollecii')!! of tiu! difhcnlty of thy work, and J’atuso.ilnti*- 
what I km. wot the lendernessot thy constiiution, ,„,k 1 Cs s.ike an«J 
and tli\ abstinence, enga<;c me to caution iImhc often iniinm- 

thee, that thou iln >10/ conhne thysolf flW}/ lunger 
to rf; /?//- icafer alone, bat uee a litfle leine rnin- 
gk‘(l wit!i \iiJor the sake ij thy stomachy which 
m'cds to 1)0 strengthened by that more generous 
li^jiior in a modor.n<‘ (niantity ; and out of regard 
to thy freyuent infirmities^ which othcTwise ma)' 
grow upon thee, so as tu render thee incapahk^ 
of that pnhlic si*rvie(‘ for which rhuu art sovvell 
qualified. “ 

jl- In judiiing’of eharat tors, and passing sentence, 24 Soine men’s sin- 
accordin ; to the arlvicc givem above,# you will 
find it n(M‘(‘isary in ttilli'reni cases to iise difVerent 
pna’nuiinns. The .sitn of some men are manifest , y,un tiK'> follow >t 
leading OH to judgment on tliem without any 
difliculty; u'hereas ^ome J allow after y duA are so 
artfully disguistal, that it will require great dili- 
ll^once and strict examination to detect them. 

2} So also the good Works of some are manijest to all, 2/^ i-’'* nUo 

and sjjread a kiiul of glory around those that 
perl >rni them, whicli renders them lovely aie. . .ma tiir> 

\'or\, i.ihk* ill all eyes: an ! those xvhuh are other- i'>- tn* oiiurwi^r 

fiise, tliongh for awhile concealed under th** ‘ 

ihiekest veds that hnmdny can spread ovci 
tiiem, cannot long /;<? entirely hid. I hey will 
apfiear oti aceiiraie ohserw ion; and as they w ill 
at the la-' day b ■ laid open to their public he- 


(’ic a bit!'' xvihCy S^c.\ One cannot 
n il* vlmg lirrr, how wry tfinpt*- 
iMii' 'I'ltnotiiy muslli.nc- berti, to need .in 
i(l\ K’e of this kind ; wliuli .iinoiintstu no 
iTiiiri th.iii iniii;;liii,u a liuli' wine with 
hiN w.itcr. And wh.it is s.iid of in', many 
infumtlK \ I’oiujMn d willi the .'I[iostIi''s. cv- 
liortation to turn, loho inaant 0/ pmn/ung 
the word, ni.iy ccrt.inily t<Mrh us, that 
cM'ry w^,^ktl(•^s of const It olji III is not to 
1)0 .u’i|nic-s(M‘il in an oMriiso for iiolgo- 
in^ (ill with liie in.nislry ; lluMigli, to be 


son*. i:r(Ml allow. nil o»i .up to hr madf 
for hoilily iiifnmiii# .uicHc-o.it.*s( If may 
ofit'ii (io[)( iid npoi) sCd'ori.ibh' inb rii.f 
lions of pnhlic Ircboiw. Sir Norton 
Kiiatcbbnll, ciiserMng tn.il tin <’onin'c- 
lion is so broken bctwicn tin* ‘2‘] .ind ‘if 
versi's, l)\ tin- lijscition id tins ad\n‘t* in 
thi.s plaiT, i;nnj< cUin**!. that l*uul niij^ht 
write it in tin- tnaijrin by way of junt- 
script, nud that it wa^ introitui'cd in'i' 
the text hy th“ nustukc ot some taiiy 
transc liber. 



Servants should pay (heir masters all due respect. 407 


nour, tin.*}’ wijl in tlic mean time recoinmcn«l 
such silent amlfrcservi-tl Clirishans lo the esteem 
and respect of those v^ ho are iiilimatelv convt'r- 
• sunt wiilj them; and ina\ eveti proM- llu* meiins 
of Milwineing’ them to some important trusts, 
which they are not the le^> tit for, because they 
liave so low an opinion of their own mi‘rit. 

\l i. r,ot:»'«manv I shall only here add a word or Iwocciuern- 
, iMiMtsas an* uivli‘1 i,i«r scr\ aiUs, wliom, inferior as tiadr station in 

:!n‘ ynkf, tln,‘ir i , i i i i i • 

.un masters worthy hic IS, I would not liavc you overlook ; sincf* 

• a .ill iionoul ; that their souls arcfHjually valnable before <h)d vxith 
' «'i ■t'lim those of their superiors, and muc h of t’.<‘ erctlif. 

.la i»hnnr(.K Christianity is conecM’iK'd in their condni:r and 

behaviour. Let therefore as many servan-^ r/v 
are under (he yoke of bondage, arcount ihv'e 
oxen masters xcortliy of nil iliatcivd honour and 
respect which siiitN the station in winch tliev re- 
spectivtdy are ; not taking occasion iVmn ihe«r 
own religious knowledge* and j)rivilegcs, to d**- 
fSpise and rebel against tln'in; that the mnne onl 
doctrine of (iod, whicli they prof(*ss, m/nj no,' L* 

\ \ h blasphemed by tlieir insolence and piide. And . 

li^f ihrm mjiilc- ^lose Servants Xi^ho are so happ) a*, to hax e 

in. ii (.iii.-.c helicvioii, masters^Let them not presimie upon tir-it 
\ an i*‘‘ 'hn n : [them] bi cause Hu y are bre- 

and with respect to sacred privilege'., 
in ( lirist their common Lord; but let thim. 


‘'i:cr- 

vni. 

— 

I 'riio. 
\ . '.'.n 


\ 1. 1. 


s : . iM 1»<'( .iusc ihoy ^ 

>!•• .md he- ecpial 

rather serve [them'] wdth so much the grc'atcr 
care, tc'iiderness, and respect, Am/ // c ////;// ^// r 
S'lithjiil and In loved, [and] partakers \ri!h (lu la 
of the gi^at and glorious benefit ' which the gos- 


‘ rui. !>,•/% \.fh *Vjji (jf ///,. i.cnftV J 

■ mom 1<1 rt’lnliT . T’j; f„s;y' 7 *a; ra/.- 
',0.4. j,.., &.<*. i/H'.l Hill Ihir- 

I'i/ii (•» /ill :s, ttu* id' 

tl»»‘u ... I", n'p, firr fm'/J'i/l ant! btloveil. 

Oils ser ins to take jt fnr granted, that 
wli.it the apostle exhoitcd tuwas already 
a>‘t Daily done; that is, that siu;h i'aitlifiil 
siTvii «'s r. « /f' rentier' il. Cnhers, 4l^ Mr. 
I'ladoi'k lias \ ed (Apo-'t. Hist p. 

wmild tt4iii laie it, ichoviUtu' care- 
fu! rru'Wien'Mi tin' v nf tbcij 

w’k/'./a ; hut I think .fy’i-i'T. signili* i a 
‘mtclU frrrlii CMnjfrrt'd^ a:id their tore IS 
haullv hi lo expre-hs f \ i ii ‘he eh* ri fill and 
• \ fit (»ht*ili«nr:e ofj>la\i-s. Jl this elausc 
hi ii'ifi^rred lo the w/iV/;;/?, and ih.* whole 
hi- lendcred, hut riitfu i ^>1 tUn\ xlI.u yui* 
ri thr hinri'./. that n. who In''!’ a 


sli.irciM 111" s.imr hh "'fd hope with theii 
masters, do senut in i/it’oiy .'Aev 

U'ti /atUijN/ iimi hr/nied, tli" ■m-ii'-i; v ill h'l 
so tar the same, that iu'pyi 7 will Sfmo- 
ty that gicas and glorious tt'njir, whnh 
by virtue ot out ( hristian piot>'<;'ion, sf. 
periura and lufeiior*. r-(|ii.iliv shm-'* ; and 
strongly Dugg(‘*'ts what a h.iiul ot uiii'in 
the purticipatioii of it sh'.nld in all rt .i- 
M»ri prove, liul this huppnst's a t,- 
j.r,s tinn which M’l iiwd uunr*rt s-'i} v ; ■ i 
that this is on th" wlndr- ‘ iic of I'ue m.ui\ 
vhcif, ha\Mg exanniiffl .« Tarniy 
of \**isioii-:, we half hcfii ohligeil to af- 
q.iiesce in our own, wlurii is in the nKtiii 
a Tfrv gor^d I’lu* ; and genr iaJl\ '.-in s thf 
//Mf sense, thon"h ih» elegance and sj iiit 
of;’’ may oft u hf impro- id. 



AOS Rejlectiom on a minister's obligations lo reprove offenders. 

sKCT. pel brint^'J to all its faithful profc'^^sors, of what- 
viii. so/viM- rank (jr profr^'ifon in lift<‘ And let the 
1 Tim nf the di'greo in wliicli they s^tarc the 

VI. ii. favour of (;od, the tender bond in which as fel- 
low-Chri^tians they are jidned, and the i)opo of 
partaking with them mall the final !)}essings of 
an happy imnnortality, while it engagt's their 
scrvatiu to behave towards tli<'m in a becoming 
manner, teach the masters duly to condescend 
to them, and treat them, not only with justice, 
but with kindness. 


IMPKOVr.MKNT. 

I'llE regards here recjuircd to the elders whopreshie \y(‘ 11, and 
wlio labour in the word and doctrine, arc in ihernscKes so reason^ 
Vcr. 17.able, that where tlnvol'ier duties of ( hristiaiiity are attended to, 
and the inestimahle blessings i»f it dulv apprehended and (‘steem- 
ed, there will lie no n(‘ed of insisting iarg(‘ly upon ihi in. 'I'o he 
rjeautious how we liglitly l>eiievc aii> rep.'rt to the injury ofsueh, 
is what we owe to ourselves as well as them, since our own im- 
provement, by their ministration, will be greatly obsrruetcd by 
any preju liec‘s taken against their pi rs -os. 

Lot tlie mmistiTs of the gospel n'lnemher, bow mneli it is tlicn 
duty to appear strenuously in deleiiee oftheir Masters precejUs, 
20and to n’pruve bold and inmlent olh'iiders, in whaisoevm' rank 
they may stand. And, lest riches, and po\v«T', and greatm'ss of 
station, sliould obstruct their faithfid e\e(‘uiion of tliis ollice, let 
121 them think of \\\e Holtnnn charge they have roc'eivcd /v/ rr (n'lL 
and flit' LordJt'uis C/irisi and flirclcct angeh, anfl of the appear- 
ance vvl'ich they and their peoj)lc must make i ■ foie tiie awful 
trihiinai of CV/r/v/, he ,\hall come in his own and (hat 

of his Father^ and aticn led hy all his ho(\j angels. 'I’lie f**efjUtMil 
e< nsideration of that in^portant dav would have an imirorm in- 
ilui'iiet* on the whole of i heir conduct ; it would parlicidarlv ma’ ' 
212 them i’arci'nl, that lliey do not c<jnir.ict pollulinns, and make 
themscives in other metfs sins, hy laijing hands siid- 
den/j/ on aii) : hut use a proper care in exaniinmg, that in the 
gieat budne» of ordination they miv act on the conviction of 
tlieir coi^citaices in the sight of Chid, and maintain an unl)iassjr,‘d 
regard to tlie honour of the great Rede. ,ner and tlie salvation of 
23 souls. Yet let them still be severer tou^ards tbemsclvejs than 
others, and maintain that strict temperance and self-giivernment 
in cVery respect which may become the dignity of then* cha- 
racters, and command the revereiiceof all about them.. 

'•I Let us all endeavour to be shining examples of good works, 
and while so many declare their sins openly, and send them, as it 



yflul censum those who opposed the doctrines he taught: 409 

before them to judgment, let iis never be ashamed of re- sect. 

Vt t where a modest n serve ina\^ be conveniently main- ,vrFi. 

1 5 ned, let Us stndv it, and Riwa>s avoid an unnecessary 

as nMiienibering the time will come, when tfjosc good 
works, w :i(*h’have been nuHt solicitously concealed from the 
4 VI'S of i»v*n, will lie publicly honoured and rcwardetl by fjod. 

In expe( lation of that <lav, let us all attend to our pr(>|)t;r offices, 
whether in superior (^r interior stations of lif(‘, stiul} mg so to hc- 
jjiwe, as. {hat the mm f and dm tiine of God may unw he bias- 
ihnnt'd upon our account, and always feeling tlio hirce of that' 
endeuring engagement to all social duties, winch arises from our 
sh.nitij wiili all irue (’hristians in the favour of God, and in the 
blessings and liopes of his gospel.* 


SECT. IX. 


The apostle presses Timothy to ar^e oa his hearers the f:rcat 
things ahieh relate tn praetiC'il godinn as uliat nill heat- 
tuuhd udtli the happied v n^tyanicts; and cautions ogainH 
roxnoiL^iiesSf as the root at oil cviL I 'rim. VI.-- o- ii>. 


I nv.VI. ?. ^ TfM<nUV VI.-2. 

'j'lii M thi h ^jyfEST things, whuli J iiave been mernion- 
ing, uke care, O I'lmothy, to teach and 
exlnn t ihine hearers alwajs to maintain a duc^ 
iJlfMMvni.intfMch r(*<>ai'd lo tlvm. And if any one teach oiher- 
oiiiCivuM, .ml i.in- jf ;i. tempt to broach principles contiarv ' 
s. .ti, »,onJ-,,Kv// ihe to these great maxims tfwd m!^ to such 

wji«u <.r oiu J.oisl sound and idulesnne ik'ordsy \cvpi\ tolh sevt 

Jeuts Chris! as these nia\ with 
wioi hiif,' tu J^tnet pn^; riety i>e called, which repress ////^ 
jicibi doctrine If/iat f,vj agucahle and Mihscrvumt to 

the great cimr>e of ju'actical godl.nc^'^j which it 
is tlie diclai».d dc'iign ot the gospel to promote 
4 is in the world; Whatever la-r .^hews of ^nnpli-' 

city and humility be may alVect, he is rcriuiuly 
proud, and, whatever conceit lie may hau* of 


'a 

® .Ulc/ifl Tiol ] 1 tliiiik il iS ^ilb gr#'at 
tlirii tht* 1« II 'lift t)». H' nlh*\ stip- 

•, til II ih».‘ 1)1 K III,)! KMiiiii;^ ^xa^ Mt>t 

■ o; wIikIi is 'in ir this 

*t‘li'f, l>iJt ’ '.'Tfyy'i,, 111 l.Cil* 1 rs.'.rya^ 

uhi('li hiji ii ihn>. i 'if'l ill ilii't fpjstk*. 

< ii.i(). I i. Set' i.'i)'. .tf'.'iii'ii (''jH. 

of ^ju/ L'.d Jiivs (liti’.' f 
H' itlicr &*.ip[*0'f, wjtli Mr. I*yle, Itial ihi« 


itfcrs to Mat. \\i. 27, nn<l the nnnj jii- 
lalk'l plarf^s, nor with nthfis. to :jiiy 
"•av ini:* ol' (jtii 1 niil u l-icli li.ul 

as y I bi'l whu li ari'iiitw ! #s! 

It {»* I'lrisi much more n .tui.-l to t > rs'Jii-'i . 

it i;fic-. (ill liiis mp* e'liii pi .n^ ij*!*-, tint, 
whal thf apiisllt uri»’(-', ns by Oivii’i'ili- 
l♦■^■U<ln, w.is in c‘t'- 1 1 I' i t*/-/ L\ ni'd » I'Sn- 
iiiandnuiils of C'liii/t C* nip.ir- : < ot 
xiv. 17 . 



410 And recommends contenimcnl as the true riches. 



his superior knowledge, ho is one icho know^ 
nothing to any good p^rpost*; hui,, like a nuiu 
raving and d(*lirious in a fever, lie runs on, de- 
claiming on idle (/uestions^^ and useless debates 
about u'ords; from ichaur no good can be ex- 
pected to arlst’y but, on the contrary, a great va- 
riety of mischief, envying of those more regard- 
ed than themselves, contention with others who 
will not siilimissively yield to what siieli self-suf- 
ficient teachers dictate, tzAwizVe language, uhicli 
their intemperate zeal deals round to all who of- 
fend and evil suspicions, and obnoxious 

representations of the worthiest and nios\ amia- 
ble characters : Angry debates of men ichosc minds 
arc corrupted and avemse Jrom the truth, for 
which they prcti'iid so eagerly to plead ; xehile 
they seem to supp ose that which promises the 
largest (piantity of gain, to be most worthy of 
their pursuit ; and would, if possible, varnish it 
over with the venerable name o( giulliness. Turn 
away tWevAove from such, and have no intimacy 
with them. Whereas, on the contrary, if any 
man will hut have the integrity ami resolution 
to follow true ndigion, wherever it leads him, 
he will certainly find that godliness w'hieh is so 
naturally accoiupauied /eiVAiuward coutcrtincnt'^ 
and peace of mind, in every circumstance ot* life 
which Providence may appoint, is indeed great 
gain ; and does much more to promote real hap- 
pmess, than any accession of wealth could pos- 
sihly (io. And it is the truest wisdom to ac- 
custom our minds to sueh retleeiions as these; 
/ ce brought nothing into the world along with 
MS, out were thrown nal.ed upon iIk* indulgent 
provision winch our gracious t'reaijr has betMi 


knowing nothing, 1)1, 
doliii;; about ()iu> 
tioi)'* and strilVs ^ 
words ; (‘roof’ coin 
ot)» envv, slrif(‘, rad 
evil s 


■) pj'ruTStj dl-put- 
ini,^ lit’ moil (it Cor- 
rupt iiiiiui'. urid dcs- 
tiliii ' I/I th* irui!', 
•'iipj) isnui il* vt j.iiu 
I-* j; ulliurs^ j tii/Tu 
iiucli vMtlidiaw Lli\ • 

self. 


fiT'.iil 'codli 
• tit( ntmi 111 


not) tin 


wi- uroir 

into 1 


nn quC'-Uinu &.<■*.] ' is* so 
woll kuovM. That vj. tv sii,ail'u's a periori 
ill i ihiftmi.t 't'fl slate, iliat it hardly re- 
quiri-d thu^Mins winch Pr. AbrahatnTav- 
lor Ins la^fu to prove it, h\ a l.'ilrge col- 
l -ciion ot a«T|ioriiicv lli.'-bop Wilkins 
w )!ild rfcudrr it, he is \:ckot tfUatrons, ui 
oi'ilio witli wlucli, it 

!'• uiiKiii to O' laiiit nled.^ ti al the i hiis 
t< 111 ch*rg>» as W' ll a- lan\ , li.nu so ;;c- 
ii.*i:dly^beni iul’ccti d, iii ahimst alt airori 
ii.iil nations. U lik. Sciiii. p. 7^0 Tiie 
w. rd iifp- .Mcin-' to cjipics.thc cll'ccl of 


ndisvi'.c lifion the mind, in ubiih v'n w, 
riiviny .ipp ared a inoni pv<.»p« i woid ih.m 
doMn \ 

‘I It ,l/f contnUment J D^idati* thinks 
h‘r(‘ si.unilies a cwuprO /uq ; but 
It gi\cs a icncli iiobici sense, to suppnse 
till* apostle ’ll iiitlinali', iUm •i,f.trnlhtrn.* 
wiM atti'iid a-.i its inscp.iiMl.lc 

C'liiip iiiioii , and cunseiincntly that tin* 
godlv man wid be h.ijipy, what(;\(r Ins 
circuniNtaneis in life in:ty bo, and (‘m ii 
iiincli inoK* M», M'aii any aci niiinla! cm 
of woildly ueaiih < in make him. 



^'Ile represeiits the love of money as the root of all evil. 411 


urorlH, and i( is cer- 
tain < an carry iiu- 
tfjiiisj out. 


8 An'i havins? food 
aiid raiiiicnl^ li t ns 
tlicnjuith coulciil. 


llnl tli«-v That, 
vill !»' rich, fill into 
''cnpt.it on, and a 
.11 no, and ntfn many 
{*• I di and liMi-ltni 

iiiMS, \f}iiv‘ii dll wn 
m- n 1(1 tlosiiuoUon 
a lid perdition. 


»ti Tor 11)0 ln\e of 
i.ioii'V IS tin' 1 'lot of 
nil f \ ,) . \\ III 'll M lull 
N^'Wio 00' Mid afur, 
tliOv It.llO ( Mt'd fioui 
tlio l.nili, .(lid I'l* loud 
iPiiUvIvts lliioiiicb 
with Ilia IV sorruwb.. 


1 1 lint tlnai, O 

m.iii of (o'd, ' lift.' 

till sc thiiiijs; and fd- 


plca.se(l to make for iis; [and it evident {hat^ sect, 
whatever treasures the piost insatial)le avarice 
could amass, ukt cannot earn/ am/ thin.:!’ out of 
it, but must in a little tiuu} return to tiie dust, \ 7. 

stripped of all, l/mini^ thircjorcy while iveS 
continue in this trausitorv and uiK ertain life, 
food and ruimmt ^ and liavintr the other neces- 
saries of it, lit us be content with ibese^ and not 
seek, willi resth'ss earnestness and solieitude, the 
ipeat thing'' of it, wliieli are often of so short a 
(iOMlinuanet:, and of so precarious, as well as so 
unsatisfying a nature. With these sentiments 9 
we may eiijoy vvlmt happiness is to be expected 
in a world like this; bat thru who are determin- 
ed that at all advcntur4‘s fhe\/ wifi he rich ^ Jail 
headlong into many a danetTons temptation, 
and many ti fatal mart, and |/;//e] inani/ fooU 
Uh and nnschuious ilca/re,'^; which not only »ink 
men beneath the dignity of their nature, but 
prove thti o< easioii of iiiik Ii fmthcr iniseliief; 
insomuch that they IriMpuMUly p/un/^c nun info 
an irrecoverable ah\ ss ui' r mu and destruction, 
inw'hieh they lo.se iludr worldly possi‘ssmn.s, and 
what \s ]iihnii(d\ more valtiaide, linnr souls too. 

For the exc'Ssive hve of uutfir// is the root of all 
mid id (VI f uhich some having greedily desired, 
have so deliauched their minds with corrupt pre- 
judices, that iliey Unw wandered from the faith, 
so as to abainloii the very profe.ssion of iIk* gos- 
pel; and while they u^re dreaming only of the. 
pleasurable consequences that would attend 
their more exalted circumstances m Innnan lile, 
have pierctd tkcms' hes tfireUL^h with niant/ .sor- 
row's, atKl fell long ami incuiaijle pains, by ihct ' 
numerous wounds they have given to their own 
consciences, as it were on every side.*' 

Flit thou, 0 man oj Hod, whom he hath ho- 11 
noured as In? did the propb' i.s of old, making 
thee, his messenger to thy feilow-ereatures, shun 
these things; these insatiable desires of worldly 


' '.-Ki',/ ftii^iiii tilt's thio- i:h.\ I have u'/i as it were, h un in tf to ftut, ^-na- 

.^tidt .1 vMiiM-d Ml lilt ]) iMphr.i'f', (thijcgh ti> Ih' all (m\( ud \oih v. i>uiid>. .Viidtl'i*^ 

1 rcidd M')t d>) it in th*- mi'-khi,; (ogne indc-i-ii !ij|ip,lv i > •» tlw ciiuimit.i 
liOM.' tlini'.C 'd the I'mpii.i,!' uhii'ii hie outr.’.gii* doM i-i < i ii'i'ieiu'i' by ihc 

4 /r.d utidT rritiiN li.io- i.-i^i'iicd in tliC m idnieri uh'/ I. oe up tbit fal.ii i* - 

‘■.'.1 i ; uliiMi, w-i* .uc told, -^iliifioii, tlcl'/i v v.illotal! 

I ' \’ L t.c \iut' * .! :/ - tiC 



412 Be fleet ions on the temptations of riches. 

BECT. possessions and enjoyments, which will render after righteous, 
thee most unfit for ^osafred an office; and pur- 
sue, as the ricljt'st prize, and the' iiohlcst gain, ness. * 

Yl.*n practice of universal ris^hUou^ness tow'arils 
men, and /t'Wy towards (h)d, /ir/e///y in every 
branch of inist commit tvd to thee; Uwe to all , 

mankind, under eveiy affliction, and 

\2uief'kncss under <*very provocation. Maintain, 12 Fi^ht the good 
in the most stienuoiis manner, and with all tlnr !'■'[*! ‘'jy 

force thy sonl can exert, the ^aoit, noble, and win*n*ii!ito thou art 
glorious, combat of faith lay hold on the prize also caliod, ami irjst 
of eternal life ; and let none, how violently so- 
ever t'ley may assault thee, wrest it out or thine witnesses, 
bands : even that life, to the liope of which thou 
hast been solemnly called, and in pursuance of it, 
hast eonfe'isrd a good, lair, and worthy confession 
hejore tnan^witnessc'i, who were pieseiiton that 
soiemn (lay when tinui wort given up to the full 
exercise of the ministry. 


tMPROVFMFNT. 

Vcr. 10. If we do indeed believe the love of money to be riic root of 
all evil, let us set ourselves seriously to extirpate it out of onr 
bosoms, and to imbibe this tiue philosophy of the apostle, to sei k 
6 our gam in that godliness on which contentment w'airs, and 
which makes its disciples happy on thc..'.'*a.MCSt terms, by inodcr- 
8 ating their desires. Food and raiment of one kind or anniiua 
few want. Hut where therQ is real nece':,sity , and has been ,i c aie 
to bcliave well, if a man’s own stock be deficient, be is gcru ral . 
ly sup|)licd from the charily of others; and true piety and great- 
ness of mind,' can enjoy the gift of Providence on these terms 
\\it!u)ut rc|)iising, being truly scn'>ii>le Iiow Utile, even the best, 
amidst so many imperfections and miscarriages, can deserve to 
receive any thing from i iod by llie iirstrurntMUaliiy of any crea- 
ture. 

'I’o this day do we sec ’-ueb facts as tauLbt the apostle these. 
u>eful r< marks, iruli peiidt -t bi) those ni.uculous inllui nees l>y 

^ Mninfcivi the gMiil cohJmty These lingiiaLii will not ooitvoiii^*ntly alI'M\ j 
Mml the fullov^'ing morris .ire pluiiily itoi cIim'S the woid txrnise l)\ any nieau. 

w; Z/r.v/, .iu<l to the taijeniess with expirss tli- fori-c i.f aywvre, whii h alttays 
vlu' !i they who centeiuled 10 the Oreciaii supposes ao ipponrnt to he lesintf rl, .is 
strusi’gled ho, and laid hoMopon, combat also t. I he learned |)r. f.ard- 

tlK ; and the d. gree to uhieii the iier verv.p'' tt> observe'., wc.'»ic i)l'» n lis 

pjcsenc® of many spot lat(»r'^. or las the hie to be di' « »ted Irom ihe ri 'ht meamiu' 
ar)OStf«lseuhri(; s.peak',,) the cloud of bv a tr^i.slalion which yet in not ihe 
mie!Wes,a»*inated them in their eoiitesU fault of it, hut o« ing to ^()fne defee} m 
* f»rit. It miglit pe.haps in.ne liierally inoiiciii languages, which waiit word', ox- 

le lendercd, C iru'ic ihr ^ i v/ e.iercnc ; a* ilv rorre;*pondeiit to the ancient toi- 
L».} that i»' IB a f;iccis.m. tthu lithe rie’jlj.,li giii-il I.ard^>. ^it p. 



''Paul charges Timotly to keep his precepts unspotted ^ 413 . 

, -ich lie was guided, in thiags spiritual and evangelical. As we sect. 

the new-born raoe 4 >f human creatures rising naked into life, »x. 
ut; ‘iCC death stripping, the rich, the noble, and the powerful, 
anti returning them naked to the dust. In the mean time, while 
We may observe many in louder circumstances cheerful and 
thankful, \ve sec those who are detennintd o)t being rich, falling 9 
info tcmptutmis and snares. We see them piercing i/ternsrhts 
ihroKgk xcith many sorrows^ and plunging themsthes into irre-1^^ 
foverable ruin and destruction^ while they pursue, to the utmost 
> rrge of the fatal precipice, those shadowy phantoms, which owe 
.all their semblance of reality to the magic of those passions which 
riches or the desire of them have excited. 

llap[»y would it be for the church of Christ, if these important 
tliH’tnnes of practical religion were more inculcated, and less of 
the zeal of its teachers spent in discussing va»n cjuestintis and in - 4 
oicaie strifes about words, which have heeti productive of so 
inncli en\y and contention, obloquy and suspicion. Ij i the men 
(if God therefore, inculcate righteousness and fuitky piety and I i 
i harity^ patience and meekness^ and let tliem endeavour to reii- 
(Icr lessons successful, by themselves to pursue those 
‘places ; to exercise theinsches more strenuously in that noble and 
t;rnerous conjlici toxohich they arc called^ so as to lay holdon the 
i iown oi eternal fife^ and to retain it against the most powerful 
aiita<j:onist. d’hese are the wholesome words of our Lord Jesus'J 
( iirist, e\en iliose doctrines according to godliness ; and the 
nnni.iter, who uill be wise enough to preach and act upon these 
lijinciples, wili raise the most lasting cliaracrer, and secure the 
mobl valuable reward. 


*sf:cT. X. 


r/ir apcslle concludes nith a solemn charge to fidelity in the vii • 
nistry^ and particularly urgis Timothy to incukute on those 
that u'cre richy such ei/iortatfons and catUions as their peculiar 
CL) cunestanccs required, 1 Tim-. VI. \ '6y to the end. 


1 iiM, Vf. i;3. 

I (il v'K thev.»<‘lidrg(* 
{}} tlift ol* 

Ouil, is 1 


1 TIMOTHY VI. 13. 
now to conclude, / solemnly charge 
ihecy as in the presence of Gody xi hoy by his 
continual energy, animates and quickens all 
things^ y in the wdiolc compass of the creation, 


all M/ff/'v ] 'liiis sorm-sa honour of bis proft ^si'nn, Gtjdi tchof^is(>d 
V"r\ .■siistdiil'*, (hoii^iM>bliqmMntimMtion, up ChriJ /lum tlw dcntl, vtas tijually able 
-tliouM I’imotby. afi«r Uh' c-camplo-^.o raise him. Aud this In ino^t tullv t't- 
i i.is .It r.ord, baciilif'- his life tu tho prrs;it‘d and urgfd, ‘2 Tini. si. iO, 1 1 
VUI., V. 



414 


till the appearance of Christ. 


1 \ That thou kci'fi 
coinmandmenL 
without spot, 


and at his sovereign pleasure revives the dead; things, and'.vt 
in the presence off'hnp Jesm, who, when p;!**;'* 

he was examined before Pontius Pilate^ witness^ Pilate witnessed ^ 
Vl.Ts. at the apparent hazard of bis life, a good confession ; 

■ 'confessions^ in declaring himself to be indeed a • 

king, though be knew how liable that declara- 
tion was to a most unjust and pernicious inter- 
pretation ! In this august presence do 1 charge 

14 thee, O I’imothy, to keep [/Aw] commandment^ 

Which I have now given thcc in all its branches, 
and to deliver it down to those w^ho may succeed bike^iihV^^rntU the 
thee, unspotted and blameless^ that it may sliinc appearing of our 
with imcorrupted lustre through all future ages, Lord Jesus, Chnsti 
even till the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christy 

15 Whidis in his own appointed times, he shallma- w^iih in his 

nfesty in the most awful and conspicuous man- times hchiiaii shew, 
ncr, \whois] the biased and indeed the only po- “•A''?>th(;bh '^cd:md 
tentate^ beiore wliom no other name or power ^nd 

is worthy of being mentioned, lie may with Lorduf loidsi 

the strictest propriety bespoken of by that title, 
by which other princes have vainly and'blasphe- 
mously affected to be called the King of kings^ 
and Lord of lords ^ who hath the fates and lives 
of all the monarchs on earth entirely in his hands, 
and can dispose of them all according to his so- 

l()vereign fjleasure : Even he, who alone hath i6 Who oniv Satj 
immortality in himself; so that all kinds and immortaiuv, u^ ii- 
degrees oflife in others are derived from 
and continually dependent upon him, according, unto, whonvno man 
..to the orders issued from that throne on wbich 
lie sits supreme, 

ti'hom no man hath ever seen in tlie full display usting. Aimm. 
of Ims glory, 7ior indeed edn see^ without being 
immediately overwhelmed with the first glance 
of it; t(f whom [ic] honnir and everlasting do^ 
minion ascribed by us, and by all his creatures 
through eternal ages, J 

• 7 One I'j’iher in^tructiofil have to give thee, n thtm 

which 1 shall iiere add 'jjy way of po.stscript, ♦ 


^ IVitnessed u^ood coiJession.'\ This rc- 
f« h to John xvTii, 31. C'lirist’s coofession 
bcffirc th(^ Jewish hi^^h priest, when inter- 
7«ij;atc*i upon o:ith (Mat. xv.'i. 6.1, 64 5 
Mark M\. 6!, C'J,) was rather inuie fJ- 
thi:9 before I'ilah' was aiure 
! ‘^igerdtrs; ins ownini' hini^clf a kittff, 
the jiily l)l•clcll.^lon thaf was hktly 


to expose hi-n to the rrsciiUncnt of the 
Itonian so\<-rnor, who had the hupreire 
power of life and death. John \i\. 1') 
It is perhaps called a f^ood 
not only as in itself noble and sjen-erous, 
hut as all onr hopes of salv.i'inn :r.nl 
happines.s are built iipfju the in/tk of it. 



) 


The rich are to be exhorted to ilo good, &c. 


4IJ 


that arc rirh in this 
world, that th»»y be 
not high- minded, nor 
irnvt in uncertain 
richrs, but in the 
Ii\ ing (lod, who giv- 
eth us ricl^y all 
things to enjoy; 


1ft That they do 
.■’(lod, that they be 
t/ . li in pood works, 
i«'.uiv to (hstiihute, 
> 'lliiip to I'oininani- 
■ ate ; 

In^iriff up in 
sl'ire fur th msclvoi^ 
\ gtiod t )undatiuii a- 
■'.aiiitt the time to 
< that the\ may 
iiv hold on eternal 
• itV*. 


Tfiere are indeed few oj* those ivho are rich in sbct. 
this present world^^ that embrace the gospel, 
or will have any regard for the instructions of 
its ministers. But as it is probable, that some vj.*"!?'. 
such may be found, in so 0 [)uleiit a city as that 
of Ephesus, in which thou now resulest, and as 
my own labours there have succeed(.*(l with some 
few in this rank of men, remember that their 
character and behaviour is of peculiar moment. 

Do not therefore flatter them, but faithfully 
charge them, to behave in a manner suitable u> 
their d sringuished, station, and to guard against 
the snares to which it exposes them; panieu- 
larly urge it upon them, that ihetj be not high- 
minded^ so as to despise thi‘ir inferiors, who often 
are in the sight of God much wiser and betier 
than themselves: and, that tUnj do not trwt m 
uncerlahi richt'Sy of which a thousand accidents 
may immediately deprive them, but in the liv^ 
ing God^ whose favour will be a sure and eter- 
nal portion to all that are possessed of it; even 
in that gracious Being, who imparts to us all 
tiling^: richly for our enjoyment ^ and who basso 
liberally distinguished them by the communica- 
tions of his bounty. Charge it u.mn them, 18 
that^ in proportion to the abundance God has 
g yen tliem, tlie;y do goody that they be rich in 
^godd workSy that they be readj to distribute what 
Providence hath lodged in their hiiiids. And 19 
willing to tommunicafey^ what they have so 
freely received ; thereby treasuring up to them- 
Selves a good foundation against the future ; that 
(hey nun/y through the riclies of Divine grace, 
lay hold on eternal lifey when they relinquish all 
their possessions here, and find every temporal 
enjoy nieiir deserting them for ever. 


Hick in this zcorM.^ This chiise 
toOenis to allied to evenunte the value 
of riehes, which i*xtend only to this tran- 
Mtory and prf canons and c.i'i nei- 

;'»cr atti iid n*. into the crAfT, ii a- at all 
iuiUieiK C ..nr h-ippinoss there. 

t\i 'h VI fii'od Zi'tt'kSf renin to dtUrihiifey 
to cvnmuivralr. i If ihe>e phrases 
liai t-anv thing of a diOVreut si'Xiiilication, 
perhaps it may bo. a.s Archbishop Sharpe 
csplams it: I.ct them crideavour in the 
/-•'ucral to do good, not onlv now and 
‘ j in s<*nu: s. aiuy proportion, but/rtf- 


^uenlhf^ constantly, and aimndnnthj ; not 
only with their time, labour, and iutere<it, 
bill by distributing of their substance 
too; and this as free ly, as if it were a 
comnnoii mock to which all had a right. 
Archbishop Sharpe’s .Semi. Vol. I p. 
13i>. Yet theve evprctsifiiis cleavlv ^bew, 
that there was not a corn rri unity of goods 
anaong Christiaans in general, for in that 
case, there could liacc been no room for 
the exhortation and the dl'tinetiou on 
which it is founded, 



10 Timolhy is cautioned against vain babblings. 

CT- 'I'o conclude all, 0 uuy Wcinvetl 'J'imotby, as 20 0 Timothy, 
• thou vainest thine, own soul, and desircsl to give 
>;~up thino account with foy, kee^p that gospel trust, avoiding pro. 
ii?\ lodged -iidih thce^ as a sacrott trust, aiul '»»« i^ab. 

novrr sniliT it to be ivrt‘.s!ed out of thy hands. 
l.cf thy vt-ry soul dwell upon Jt, axwmtng pro- ly so oaiud. 

Jaiu: f(7w^/J empty babblinp^Sy and the opposition 
of that ic/iich i\iiikefy called knfftvledgr^^ but is 
'-1 indeed ignorance, pride, and folly : IV hick some 21 AVbioh some 
hiving professed to pursue, /if/tr fatally icander- pioh s^inti, bavren- 
ul/jom MeC’liristian yrt:/M,some entirely forsak- 
ing ft, and others corrupiingdt with such adul- thee. Aimn. 
terations, that it is hardly to be knowi/for that 
religion which carni! immediately out of the 
liaiuis of the Lord Jesus Christ. And that thou 
rnayest ever ojijiose such false teachers wdth 
integrity, courage, and success, may the grace ^ 
of Christ [hc\ ever xviih thee in all things, to 
guide thy Judgment and thy conduct. Amen. 


nirKOVMMEN'J . 

(') TRA'I* we might often be setting ourselves as in the prcsenct 
qt (rod., tlio great and blessed Goil, whose almighty pows-r quirk ^ 
enrt/i all things, and is the life of universal nature, and ai' the 
Lord Jesus Christ, u ko shall judge the living and (he dead/ Let 
the thouglits of so august a presence, awaken our souls to dili- 
gence in the discharge of our duty, and il.-aiiimatc ns w ith 
courage to tvilness a good confession, to wbatcjver inconvenience 
and danger it may exfmse us. Never Ir-t \is forget that appiiar- 
ance which heslmll mandest, to wliom all these Sublime titles be- 
Lilong, even that blessed end only Potentate, before whenn all the 
Jnsire of all the princes upon earth vanishes in a moment, like that 
of the smallest stars belore the rising sun : the King of kings and 
Lot d of i>t^ds, u'ho alone hath immortality, and duellcth inun- 
Xbapproathabfe li:;ht. JTov, astonishing his goodness in veiling his 
,glory, so ihat we may approadi him, in bowing down ln> car to 
receive our'^ifequests, yea- in coming to dwell with tha^t man who 
is humble ahd of a contrite spirit, and wlv) ircmhhth at his word 1 
(Isa. Ixvt. 2.) To him be honour tend ponce everlasting. And lc‘t 
his infinite majesty be deeply and affcjtionately remembered, 
amidst all the condescensions of his love. 

■Let the rich in this world, since the riches wldch here distin* 

rdrwiu cJltd k’iowlt'(lirf>,\ Tliough ly probable, that they who opposcrl tb'* 
it is not eev^nii, tliat the uatiie ofgniwATf, made extraordinary pi etent 1 

«*r the »»/■//, was so early ustd to knowltilt^e; aud tUiE text seciiis -.ii.'luicii- 

. doncninialcudistiiitthe' i, yet it lo high- to prove it. 



llejections on the apostle' s charge to the rich. 4f7 

^^'iiisli them cannot attenj them into another, be to re- se<.r* 

reive with all reverence the charge of ))iir holy aposilr. 'I'oo x* 
iiKiny of them walk in pride; but they see by the sepulchres t»f 
many, once as opulent and as haughty as themselves, arni by a 
thousand other marks of the Divine power and human weakiuss, 
how soon#f/(?rf is able to abuse them, (Dan. iv. \M ) Forsaking, 
therefore, what they think their strong tower, and tin* high wall, 
wliicli, instead of sheltering, may soon cru<h tiieni into ruins, 
let them transfer their conficienee to the living Uod. Aliiimcfl 
in a state which renders their salvation almost as difllcult as it is 
^ for a camel to go through a needlt\^ eye^ let them learn iVoiii 
hence how to improve zchui is another^ in such a manner, that 
they may in due time receive what shall be for ever their own ; 

(Luke xvi. 12.) Let them learii to he rich in gcod xvork^^ and 
by a readiness to distribute and communicate, let them lay up a 
celestial trciisiire ; aud drop with joy every gildc‘d trifle which 
would liiiicIcM- \\\c\c laying hold on eternal lij'c. Let the ministers 
of that gn.*at Lord, who Ls so much higher than all the kings of 
ihe earth, at least shew their fidelity to him, in giving such plain 
and faithful charges, even to those, who, hy tindr omwarii cir- 
cumstances, are placed in the highest ranks of life; being in- 
finitely more solicitous a))ont securing their Master’s approbation, 
than gaining the favour of mortal worms, who lift up their heads 
on high, because they have a few grains of shining dust at their 
disposal. And may the men of God manifest the like wise aud 20, 21 
pious magnanimity, in avoiding a vain glitter of a fal.sely pretend- 
ed science; when it would cither lead them to err from the faith, 
or to ne glect thojs^s iraporlant articles of it which he mo»t plain 
and obvious in. the ’Vord of God ; and for that very reason are 
too often disregarded ' by those whom an empty ostcniaiion of 
'^ubtilty and learning has taught to treat the Djvine wisdom of 
God as foolishness. 
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GENERAL INTROLl'CTION 


TO TMfi 


PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON HIK 

SECOND EPISTLE OF PAIT. I HE ATOSTLE 
TO TIMOTHY. 

TT is uncertaui' where Timothy was, when Uereceivefl 
A this epistle. Some have supj)oeed he must have been 
at Ephesus; but their arguments in supported that opi- 
nion seem inconclusive, (as Mr. Boyse has wcU observ- 
ed.) And indeed it does not seem very easy to recon- 
cile this supposition with the apostle’s charge, (chap, 
iv. JJ.) to bring wilh him the books and pinciments he 
hud left ot.’^i^s; that city lying so far out of his way 
from Ephesus to Jtoiiie, especially a.s he had t^xpressed 
a desire of seeing iiim as soon a.s po.ssible. And if it 
should be pleaded, that th<.“ tilings he sent for might not 
then be at Troas, but at -some other place that might 
lie tn his way, it is sulHcii^nt to answer, that it would, 
in that case, have been more to Paul’s purpose, to have 
directed I'imothy where to have found them, than to 
inform him where they wei’e first left. — To which may 
be added, that if TimotJiy had bce.n at Ephesus when 
this epistle was written, the apostle would hardly have 
said, “Tychiens have 1 sent to Ephesus,” (chap, iv- 12.) 
but rather, “ Tychicus have I sent to you." 

That this epistle Avas written while Paul wa.s under 
confinement at Rome, is universally agreed; but whe- 
ther it w'as during his first or second imprisonment, has 
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been matter of debate. Several learned writers, among 
whom are Ilummoiul^ Lightfocfl, and Cave, have main- 
tained the former opinion ; while others have argued in 
favour of tlie latter ^ from chap. i. 18, wh'ere Paul, 
speaking of Onesiphorus, says, he sought him diligently 
at Home; which they apprehend implies, that the apos- 
tle was kept under so close a confinement at this time, 
that few knew where he was to he found ; whereas in 
that imprisonment, of which Luke gives an account in 
the conclusion of his history, we are told. He dwelt in 
a hired house, receiving aH that came to him; (Acts 
•xxviii. 30.) But the strongest argument in support of 
this opinion, is drawn from chap. iv. 6. 1 am now just 
read}} to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. From whence it has been inferred, that Paul, 
when he wrote this, was in immediate expectation of 
death, in consequence of Nero’s menaces, or of some 
express revelation from Christ ; (which some have thought 
Peter also had a little before his martyrdom, 2 Pet. i. 
14.) Yet the directions he afterwards gives, ])lainly 
shew ho had some expectations of living a while longer. 
Else it is diflicult to say why he should so much urge 
Timothy to give diligeme to come to him, (ver. 21.) or 
press his care of the cloak, books, Vind parchments, men- 
tioned ver. 13. Though, after all, theseCyi^jds imusl, I 
think, expre.ss an apprehension that his^lifje' knd mini.s- 
try were drawing towards a close: which is yet farther 
confirmed by observing, that whereas in his former im- 
prisonment the apostle bad often expressed his persua- 
sion of being released and seeing his Christian friends 
again, he gives no hint in this epistle of any such ex- 
pectation, but seems to intimate the contrary, ver. 18. by 
expressing his confidence, not that he should be, again 
rescuedy'from his enemy as ho had bs’en upon making 
his first' apology, but that God would delwer him from 
every evil ivork, and preserve him to his heavenly kingdom. 
— Upon the whole therefore, I conclude, that this epistle 
was written some time towards the close of Paul’s second 
imprisonment, and' consequently about the year of our 
06 or 67; and in the 13th of the emperor Nero. 
(See Family Expositor, Vol. III. sect. 60, note,* p. 401.) 
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to the Second Epistle to Timothy. 

The apostle seems to have intended in this epistle, to 
prepare Timothy for those sufferiAgs to which he fore- 
saw he would be exposed ; to forewarn him of the fatal 
apostasy and declension that w'as beginning to appear 
in the ^church ; and at the same time to animate him, 
from his own example and the great motives of Chris- 
tianity, to the most vigorous and resolute discharge of 
every part of the ministerial offifcc. 

In pursuance of this general design, the apostle, after 
his usual salutation, begins with assuring Timothy of his 
most affectionate remembraucc, and his earnest desire to 
sec him, expressing his satisfaction in those marks of 
sincere faith, which appeared in him, as well as in his 
pious ancestors, lie then takes occasion, from his own 
suflering, to excite him to a becoruing*forfitude and re- 
solution in the Christian cause ; and represents in a strong 
light the excellence of tluit gospel which he was ap- 
pointed to preach, and on which he placed an entire 
dependence, chap. i. 1 — 12. The apostle, being firmly 
persuaded of the truth and importance of those doctrines 
whi( h he had so often inculcated uport his beloved pu- 
pil, exhorts him strenuously to retain them in the midst 
of all discouragements and opposition, and to go through 
the duties of his ministerial work with the utmost dili- 
gence and constancy, in dependence on the grace of 
God: meuiibiilipg-at the same time the treachery of se- 
veral Asiatic^^tlnd acknowledging with the warmcNt gra- 
titude, the extraordinaryfidelity and zealofOnesiphorus, 
ver. 13. Chap. ii. 1 — 7. And, in order yet more cflec- 
t.ually to fortify Timothy against the difficulties he might 
be called to encounter, he lays open the motives and 
hopes by which he himself was supported under the suf- 
ferings he bore in defence of the gospel ; assuring him, 
that tliose w ho suffered with Christ should also be glorified 
with him. 'Jo this he adds some directions in relation 
to hi.s ministry; advising him in particular, to avoid and 
discourage all tho.se empty harangues and idle contro- 
versies which only served to confound the mind, and 
by .%vhich some bad been seduced' from the purity of the 
Christian faith, ver. 8 — 18. The apostle then lakes oc- 
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casioo, from a gun ral view of Uk' great design and ten- 
deucy of fho gor;pcJ,sto urge the necessity of holiness in 
all C'lll•i^tj^lnK, and es;>e< iiilly in ujujistersj and reconi« 
tnuids to the latter the inmost guitleness and meekness. 
Til till ir anempts U) n eovor sinners from the miserable 
condition into which they \v( ix; fallen, ver. 19, to theend. 
' -And, to rnako him more sensible of the importance of 
exciting iiiinself, in order to inuinlain the jiurity and 
honour of religion, he asMires him, that a great declen- 
sion aiKi apostasy was to i>revail in the Christian world; 
and that false teachu’s we/e rising up in it, by whose 
vvicki'ii artifices many weak persons were deci'ived and 
h d a.siray ; reminding him at the same time of that pa- 
tience and fortitude wliicli he had seen him discover 
alT)id^t the severest persecutions; chap, iii, 1 — 1.3. To 
giM.ii Timothy against these seducers, and to preserve 
the church fr(>m their fatal iniluence, Paul recommends 
to him the stmly of the scriptures as of the utmost im- 
portance to all the j.'urposes of Christian edification; and 
chargi.’s liim in a solemn manner, to use the utmost clili- 
geiicc in all the inarts of his ministerial work; declaring 
at the same time, for his encouragement, the satisfaction 
with whieh he reflected on his own fidelity in the nearest 
views of martyrdom for .the truth, ver. 14. Chap. iv. 

1 — 8. 'I'he apostle concludes this epistle, with requesting 
Timothy to come to him us soon as po^ible, in order 
to assist and comfort him under the unw'ort.hy treatment 
he had met with from some of his Christian brethren ; 
giving him an account of the manner in which he had, 
in his late appearance before the heathen magistrate at 
Pome, been deserted by men, but supported by Christ; 
and, having expressed his cheerful confidence that he 
should be safely conducted to the presence of his Lord, 
lie adds sonrc^^^articular salutations, .ind closes Vviih his 
usual benediction, ver. 9, to the end of the epistle. 

Whoever r<*ads over this epistle with that attention it 
deserves, and consldere the circumstance in which it was , 
written, will be sensible that it affords a very strong ar- 
gument in favour ofChristianity. — ^'Fhe apostle had been 
for gome time under clo.se coirlinernent at Pome, at tin 
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mercy of a cruel and eaj)ricious tj^'rant. lie had seen 
liiniself deserted by his friends in his greatest extremity ; 
and had nothing before him, but the certain ]>ro>|)ect of 
being called to suffer deaili in the same e;uis*c to which 
lie iiad'devoted his life. — -.In this situation how does he 
behave ? Does lie seem to look back with eoneern on his 
past eondiJi't, or to regret the sacrifice ho had made of 
all his worldly interests.? Can wcdi.scover anything, that 
betrays asceivt coiisciousne-.ssofguilt, or even asu.sjiicion 
of the weakiK'.ss of his causer Nay, does ho drop a .single 
exprorsion that can be interpreted as a mark of fear, 
or di -.composure of mind, in the apprehension of those 
gloomy scenes that lay before him.? — Surely if ho had 
bci n an impostor, or bad entertained tlie least doubt of 
the doctrines he taught, something of this kind must 
ha\e escaped him w'hen wiitingtoso intimate a friend, 
with v\ hoin he could intrust all the secrets of his hreast. 
— On the contrary, upon the most calm aiubdelibcrate 
survey, heexprosM-san entire satisfaction in rellectingon 
the part he had aele<l; and earnestly n’commends it to 
his l)elov( (1 pupil, to follow his example in maintaining 
the glorious cause, <-ven at the hazard of his life. He 
appears throughout his epistle, to have felt a. strong inward 
eoMviction of the truth of those principlc.s he had em* 
brat 1 ( 1 , and glories in the sufferings he endured in stip- 
poi t of themj-triumphing in the full assurance oJ' being 
approved by his great Master, and of receiving at his 
hands a crown ofdistinguishcd licstre. A behaviour like 
this, in one who had sotamsiderahleashare in establish- 
ing the Chri-.tiaii religion, and expected in a short time 
to seal his testimony to it with his blood, niinst be al- 
lowed a strong confirmation of the truth of tho.->e facts 
on whicji our faith depends. It is at least a convincing 
proof, that i he apostle was himself sincere in what he pro- 
Ics.scd to believe; and when the several circumstances 
ofhi.s history are considered and impartially weighed, 
it will appe ar us evident, that he could not possibly be 
deceived, and eonseuncntly that bis testimony is to be 
admitted in its full force. 
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I’AllAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON THE 


SECOaND epistle of PAUL THE APOSTLE 
TO TIMOTHY. 


SECT. I. 


The apoxllt begi(is his epistle, after proper salutations, with ex- 
pir'isioiisofhis afjh'twn to Thnolhi/, and general acknowledg- 
• I/It Ills oj his jtii/ in, and dep ndence upon, the grace of that 
gospil which he was einpbijcd to preach, 2 Tim. 1. I — 12. 


■pAt'i, 

lit j. 


1 . 1 . 


2 TIMOTHY I. I . 

All f PAUL, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will seex. 
II'! ciiii;.t oj (iod, whose eternal counsels, with refer- 


I. 


IaI J( .-U:), 


'J 'I’o 'riiimthv tn 
tailv bulovcd :>oti 


Tim, 
1. K 


bv !iie mil i-f I 'll, jjjg nnanifested jn that wonderful'""'^ 

ai-riiiiiiiii iDili. iin.- • i - i . <• i . ■’Tim 

IlilvC uf llf<•,«llil.lll^ 'iianner in which 1 wa.s set apart ror the service " 
of I hi; gospel, agreeably to the promise of eter- 
nal life, w'lich is given us in Christ Jesus, and 
bv which I am animated in ad iny labours and 
^llff^.‘rm^,'^,) Send this second epistle to 'rhno-2 
tli^, mi/ beloved son; whose humble and faith- 
I'ul services in the gospel I have so long proved, 
and whom I love with the alfection of a lather. 

Nor can I express this aft'cction better, than by 
wishing, as I mo,si sincerely do, that grace, 
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428 Paul thanhs Cod for the faith (f Tlviuthy ami his ancestors, 

SECT, mercy, and peace, may attend ihcc, from (rod, 

/Ac gracious and nlerclfu^ Falher of all true bc- 
lievers, and from Christ Jt.^us, his Son and our 
1 2. Lord, who i.s also our IVare. 

3 I give thanks unto this bles.seJ God, •adu m I 
serve, after the example of [my] pious progeni- 
tors, with a pure conscience, that, ihrongii his 
goodness, laying the case upon my heart, 1 am 
incessantly viiniijul of thee in my prayers night 
and day, so that I scarce ever rise np in the 
or lie down in the evening, witliont 
allowing thee a share in my devout rcnicMn- 
*41)rJince; Desiring earnestly *to see t/ice, a>' 1 
am mindful (f thy tears, which Hownl so plen- 
tifiilly at our last separation, that. I might be 
filled with joy, in an interview with so dear 
•’amiable a friend. And in Iced thou Ij^st, as it 
were, an hereditary title to my regard, tf.? / al- 
so keep in remembrance the uhJissembled Jaiih 
which is in thee, and which first dwelt in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice, who 
believed in (dnist before thee, and have been 
liappily instrumental in communicating to Uiv 
heart those good impressions, which they h it 
in their own; and 1 ajti persuaded that [// 
in thee too, and that thou still rctainest it in 
rithe midst of all opposition: For which cause, 

I anx il)e more encouraged to remind thee of 
stirring up the gift of God,^ which is in thee by 
the imposition of my hands whereby those 
miraculous communications of tl.e Spirit were 
imparted to thee, wdiich it will be thy duty 
to cinrish, by fn'qucntly engaging in those 
devotional exercises and active servietjs for 
J which they are intended to qualify thfcc. tx- 
ert thyself iherefoic wit!> cheerfulness and 
boldness, '’ ithout dreading any opposition that 
tnay arise; for God hath 7 mt given us the spirit 
of cowardice, and fear, but of courage and of 
loecy and of wisdom and if we conduct our- 


.{?race, mercy, and 
ppacc fr.)in the 
Father, and Christ 
Ji-bus our Lord. 

3*1 tliank 
wIlO'lJ I liUU. 
tnu fi-n.latfirr.! 
piirt « o.isi’.ciu r, ’ ' 1 . 1 ^ 
WltiliiLlt I 

ll.lW.* iMl'i obijw 

of t'rif* ii. Miy 1 . j , 
erb ni^Ll a* <i (^ty , 


n real 
Jr 

wi I) U'ul ui 
tl It I m.!,' 

\ itlj ji>y : 

Wh»‘H ! 
ii'ineinlji:) 

<1 JiTIH'd l.ltMl tli.i' IS 
111 liltT, V 1,1 1( .I'M-il 
Trstin thv “i iiMlini)- 
ther Lois, .uid toy 
rnothci Lnnicr;, .mtl 
1 :iin )>('i that. 

j:s iiit’c .iko. 


0 V\ iirrel re 1 |>ut 
liiet ill leimin- 
br:iiu:.‘, U t ihou 
blir I'p til liil'i of 
God, u lii(.h luLhio, 
by tlu on ot 

niy haul 


'yForC Hi.ith not 
f^iven us t t* sjiirit of 
I'car; but of j>o\vfr, 
and ot hue, uid .i 
btruud uiJiid. 


Stirring ujt tin: gm.] 

The metaphor is plainiy boriuwid fioin 
ffirriijg- up fire ^xhen it i.s aimobtextiiu’C ; 
and some have iiiiauiiud it might rr'fer 
L) th.'it p.irl of tiie ptic'bts oilsce ^hich 
funs. sled in the lamps in the 

i- niple, and Rupp1yin{.{ them with oil im 
Old.'"! to tr'pp them coutinnaily burninXf 
•' b in ' v.hiieolhcis 


have thought it alludes to the furin ot 
name.'* iii whieli Uiu Spii it .IrM'ciuled. Acta 
ii. 3. See 1 The^s. v. 19, ami imu* ihcre. 
Carnpare Gen. xlv. 37. Sepiua”. 

JiHpoii tion of my Si t; thf note 

on 1 'I’iin. iv. 14. 

(Hod hath not gi^'rn ?;.>• &o.] Per- 
haps Paul added tlv's iindi r apprehen- 
’■.'e-!', IJ aMhv iendvi of Tiiiioiby 
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' selves prudently, under the inHuenecs of a spi- sdvt. 

rit of nil i versa! love, we fnay hope tijat his Spi- i- 
rit wiH work mightily in us, to fit us lor those 
svrvicr’6 whieh his provulencc may point out. 1.7.' 
woi tiiDu />V }ioti therefore ashamed of that saereil truth, 8 
Is/he'tcsUinonj/ (four Lord, taiu»ht hy Ids 
H iiioiuh, eonfiruK'd l)y his death and rosunvetion, 

• :* >-^:i '• ami tlic descent of his Spirit ; 7 /er who am 

‘ ' ’ his prisoner; hut resolutel} own thy regard 

to me, ami tnkcihi/ share, in (he qfjlictionsviWxeAi 
may lie in ihv way, while hearing a courageous 
ti’^nmoDV to the truth oj the gospel, accoi dinf!;io 
(he e\ldenee derived to it from the mineulous 
ji.oeer of (lod ; Who hath suied us fnnu tljar!> 
ruin into wliieh the world hath fallen by its 
filial apouasv, and haili rolled [//.s'] out from the 
rest of maukiihl by an holy cii/lin^, 7iof accord^ 
in£( to nnv dislinguisln-(i merit of our own u'or/iS, 
hut aecio'ding to his oun purpose, and those rich 
overflowings of grace i;:; en to us in Christ Jesus 
Jr^en eternal ages,^ as he was apjjwinted, in the 
evcrlasnng ami inimutul)le counsels of Cxod, to 
iie Ji lb deV’iiier and a Saviour unto us. But this U> 
long concealed grace is nv:r made ymniifcst by 
///e ilinstrious appearance ff our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, U'ho^ by what 1 m.‘ has done and suffered 
in litiman fiesirfor the salvation of his faithful 
servants, hath m elfect abolished death, has de- 
posed It from its tyrannical empire, and thrown 
a light 071 the imporiaut doctrine of life and 7 ///- 
7nprtality bp the gospel;^ gives us a more 
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hivo 1)' rij teriifu'd 1*} 

tiu- I of pcii-Prulli.n 

tiiivf/ hi 'li 171 i '/iiia Ji'Ots fi'i.:: 

’.*'// 1 1 .''Cm: IK) ri’ixU riu;: 

jt, as J>i. Wliilby woiiiJ do, aaoitlin:: to 
tils pf/zpinr bel' ft' nli (ii^a, (Oid ili<‘ 
r7i i; . I’l ( . riio griv’C lUi^lil btt 

s.i:d ti)l)C‘ i,i\en u'^ iii < 'i:risl, as tlio r.itlK-r 
•stipiilatcil with liJM), througb h!s luiid, 
:iN \v«‘ll as for his siik.', to giv« us that 
vvhKli ilo i. liia'ly icccivr. 

'■ I hi ''^n a Irpit upon ti/e and imniorla^ 
iiff 1 life and imnioiialitif is put by a 
iisii.il llrbraisiu t’u vnmortof tij'<\ as Arch- 
bishop >ii w<'il ob.scr\rs, (Vol. III. 
p, 1 1".) in his discourse on these woids; 
m which lie liqs shewn, how iiMccrt.iin the 
ijc.itheuii were as to the doctrines of a 
future state of retribution, and the com- 
VOL, V. '2 


paratne ohsCinit"^ of thit li^ht in which 
jl w.i.'. placed under the Old Tcst.iineiit, 
'J'he former aiti^leis much illusliMUd hy 
J>r. Whitby’.s learned and excellent note. 
Jlut what Mr. Warburtun has written up- 
on Uus subject, ill his Dmne Legation, 
\ ol. I, and wh.it is ^a^d upon it, in the 
last edition of the critical inquiry into 
the opinions of the ancient philoso]>hers, 
has done abundantly mm e thwi any thing 
else U) vindicate the propriety of this ex- 
pression : and I must reler to these learn- 
ed and ingenious writers for the most sa- 
tisfaclory comnicntary on these, wi ids of 
the apostle.— But ihe liiiined and piouK 
J)r. Hodges (who, sn f >r as I c.uj judge, 
ha? givcM ns agreatci \aricly of new and 
plausible interpretations ofscripturc thaa 
any other divine in the lhiJiiiivmi3.fi 
E 



1. 11. 


400 llefections on /hr iJiscovcru 

ijf-xT. express .l.'^urilncc iiiicl more lively view of it 
1* than anv former (lis|)eii^ation had ever done, or 
‘^^'"^ t'ould [jossioly do. This is l.hat inrporlan'- niCs- 
sane ol’ Ciod to im.Mi, for tin' proclainati^iii and 
coiilirmaiioii of ivlnvh / zvas appoinfrd tvi yrrald 
iiiuLapo^tlr^ a)hl particulijrly liad it in m\ c' lar^c, 
wlnle oifiers were more immi'iliately sent to tlio 
c’liemntision, to he inyst'lf a ^aic/irr of ijir fre//- 
-/’/(■v; For zi'hich Ciiii^e al^o / .s‘w//?'r //ox* hard 
fhiNp;s, wliudi |)r(‘ss me in this state oi' eonline- 
ir.ent ; ihon'>h inv condition may >0i'ni in- 
tamon-, 1 am md n\!iu)nt>d these bonds, or 
anv Oi the repioadies and inMilts with which 
the\ are aitemhal; fn' 1 kno:v (o i»:hot)i I have 
i» //s'crfail mv most important concerns, and am 
i'nily pti'suadrdy that he is well able fa keep that 
precious immortal soul xt'hich I luive deposited 
rv.vV/i hit/i, *.‘ven anio that {Treat and important 
duij wIkmi the promised salvation siiall be? com- 
tdeted 


1 1 Wht'rcHinti) 1 am 
ap|»(»iiiUil a preat'h- 
cr, ami an apostl^-, 
an<l 3 t*'aolicr ul* ihr 

ti'iMJliles. 


I ? Foi il'.o wh.rN 
<‘aiis(; I alhO r 

lli^'Si' iMinj^" : iir\ci . 
Ilielf H it a. 

sh.iint'il fin J know 
w hi)in t ii i\ e bclnn - 
rd, and arn /lorsijad'- 
<‘fl that h*’ is able 
tu k<M p tit.it wliifh I 
ii i\ rtaiuiinil'rd iintt'' 
him ' 111..' i]j\ 


IMPnC»Vh,Ml'NT 

VVilO, that attentively considers the hohj ^vitli which 

e au: called^ according to the grace n in ilirisf Jtwis^ 
-^can endure the tlioutrht of being ashameil of ( ini.st’s gosjiel, oi 
any of his servants, to whatever difficulties th<‘y may be expos'd, 
with whatever infamy they may be loadctl Kor evt'r ailor. d bo 
that Prince of life, who hath deposed death from his throne; who 


scheme) contends, that the word 
riry 10 be rendered 'viotr'Upliv’\ 

and thatr bfi-t hiin.seU isio be winl* ‘stood 
b.'iili bv hje and nu'orrnptiov ,* so i*. it the 
text iiiii.^t refer to his throwing li.b* ou 
xvi. 10, 11, and on other r)rrip- 
rnres, where it wa^ ftactold that the 
Messiah sli'Mild be the of the umld, 
ind bestow ;/jcij// /?/<? upon oli iS, 
by raising him elf from the g-ave before 
li'5 was cormined theie. But if .iny 
still think this expression refers to 
the future stale, to which Pr. flodg€> ap- 
prehends it has no regard, ho woold have 
him Consider it as applic.ihle to th*’ Hen- 
filcs only; on which account he suppoes 
tlie aj»(isUe pre.sciilly speaks of his being 
Qfip'iijtitrl as then teacher ^ vtT, 11. This 
vndeiit iiiterpretatkm (lor such on tlic 
whole it appears to me,) is intended to 
olAiatctlie ijibjeciion which ari-es from 
j'Miust seteral new ciiticisms, 


b> which this ingenious writer wiuild find 
lefi’H ric«'*. 1.1 a future stale and thr icsur- 
rection in passages of the 1 dd 
in whicli tiiev \vc»»' nr\ cr hcfuir thought 
of S'tk- Ur. llod'-es‘s Flihu, p. ’.M, ^.S?. 

* Vha' uhu'h / have dip.iiUid Xxdh hnn.^ 
Philu and .loscpliiis lia\e Miany pns ages 
(.several of lh«'!n eollcctcd h\ Ih’. V\ hirb\ , 
in hih noli nii this text;^') inwlin h both 
the soul and iho lax^ aie in ditleii ijt \ leus 
Called rrf4i;«5rtx>i, the clep'>.siti/t.i of (Ud, 
The sonl, it is said, is to ' t, icinntd 
into the ham s of <io<l, a"d c<nniniiTed 
to hn- cart ai death, and tins, they tell 
ns, may I'C done more chccifulK , in put- 
poition to the degree in whnh c.ire h:e; 
been taken to maintain the honour of 
bis law with due fidelity. There is to lie 
sure a siiiiilririty of .sentiment w'lih regaid 
to the gospel, but Paul mip:ht have luscd 
this expression, withont borrowing tin 
hint from any Jewish writer uhat''\< r. 



immorialibj by the gospel. -i')! 

hath rnli{»hfcne(l, by ravs re flected froiy his own beautiful and sur. 
n^spleiident roiHiteih*^ ce, the regions of the invisible world, over ** 
which so <lark a veil I’ljad before been spread! Let our eyes be 
iixe*d more and more on this illustrious Object, and, confidine’ in 
ilie pow'cr and grace jjf Christ, let us all immediately and daily Vii v 
commit il) him tliat invaluable jewel of an immortal soul which 
tb)d hath given us. We may surely survey it with a mixture of 
delight and terror, till we have thus provided for its safety; and 
then may that terror he allowed to disap]>ear, and give place to 
a rational didight, and we may justly congratulate ourselves 
• while we adore onr Saviour. 

l.et the pruelamation of this gospel be most welcome to us, and 
let ns eall up all thestrehgth and vigour of onr souls to assert and 
adv;ine(‘ it; for (itul hath ^iven us the spirit^ not ofjrar, baf of 
sob> irhj^ and chanty. Whatever gifts we have receiv- 
ed, lei iis stir tlieni up to their proper use, and let one genera- 
tion ijf ( hrisiians deliver down to another a sense of the e\cel- 
Icney o! their holy religion. Pious women may take encourage- 
meiiL from the success of l.ois and Kunice on 'rimothv, who 
jiroved so excellent and useful a minister; as perhaps soim* of 
tile worthiest and most valuable ministers of the church of ('hrist 
Inis iwer heen able to boast of, liave had reason to bless (yod for 
ilmse (Mrly impressions vvbitdi were maile upon their mind hy 
the n‘li-.;ious nislrnciioiis of persons in tlie same relations. 

To eoiiehide, let iis learn, by the repeated examjjle of the 
apostil*, to be earnest in prayer for our (^brisi an friends; and if 
we find our In arts exciunl to remember them in our praytn's da\ 
and iiinl't, let iis, with liim, relnrii our thanks to God, tliat lie 
ji’iis vi}(,h henev’olcnt alfeciions into our hearts; for every goi/d 
<li>[K».dLi()n that springs up there, is implanted and chcnslicd by 

S L C T. II. 

77//' ap'u lU exhorts 'fimol/uj stretiuoush/ to retain the u^ospd in 
(he Dud.^t of all discaiDiigoucnts and oppositions^ and to go 
ihruui^n the duties oj A/v ministerial office in dependmee upon 
the are of Hod; mentioning the treaclicrt/ oJ $vi tnd Asiattes^ 
and the extraordinary fuklituandzealof Oncsiphurns. il 'Liin. 

I. i:>-*C;hap. 11. 7. 


I -fM. I. 1'3. 


I TIMOTliY I. 13.. 

I" J< U-Dtasttlictorui JVNGOIJIIAGICD by that confidence which I 
have been expressing in the power and fide- 
lity of my Lord, to whom I have entrusted the 
<‘are of inv immortal interests and concerns, be 



4.'{2 


Paul complains lhat all the Asiatics had Icji him. 



hast 
in faith and 


•2 Tim. 

n. rx 


overlastinir/truths which i. in Christ 


thon, 0 Timotliy, engftircd resolutely to retain^ ofsound words which 
and exactly to adhere ‘ 

that system of divine and overlastingf 
rahich thou hast heard of me; kee|) it^.notfaKToly J'us. 
iv thy niemorv, hut in ibine heart, with jr ordial 
faithj and that sincere, ferv€*nt t<)xt\ ichu'/i is • . 
the great badge of our being m Christ Jtsusy 
ai)d which will finally secure our being ouned 
11-l)y him as his true disciples. And as thou do- l iThatj'oodthinr 
sirest to have the same cheerful confidence, let 
it be thy care to keep that pood thing -li'hich is h^, th?‘**norv 
deposited with theef* even the gospel of Christ which ilMtllothiniu 
lodged in thine hands : assert its honour.s, hij 
the aids of the Jloly iSpirit which dwelleth in us^ 
and which will, I trust, enable tht‘e to act with 
that integrity and zeal which so arduous and 


important a service requires. 

1 5 Thon ktiowesf this^ that all those of dsiaf wlio '^ns Umukm.w 
are at Home, and were known to me by a profes- 
Sion or ( hnstianity, are turned from 7ne, and tumrd away fjum 
have jiroved t n^u: herons friend.s, after all their me, of whom are 
forward pretences; of which number are Phy gel- 
tus and ILrmogenesf whom it is with gieat 
concern lhat 1 am obliged particularly to point 

1(5 out on such an occasion. But it is with |)ro- jhjhe 

portionablo pleasure that I mention anoiiicr imrry unto thr 
person, of a very diO'erent character, whose af- ' ^i e * ^^0 
fection and zeal was illustrated by their i)ascness frlshca'^njcVana 
anddisingenuity. May the Lord grant his 7n€rcy not asiuim’d of in> 
to his family ! 1 mean to the household of Onesu 
phorus; for he hath often refreshtd me, both by 
his vi.siis and liberalities, and hath not been a- 
shamed of my chain, ( Kpb. vi. 20 ;) but has rather 


^ Form of snurid zo-^rd .] Archbishop 
TiiloUon e'jplains this, of that prof‘ssion 
of faith which aus made liy Ohris.:ans 
At uieirhapti' m, (Works, Vol. Jl p. 38i) 
-iiid thr author of Mi.scolUnCa Sacra ob- 
serves, ih;it it is not ssid that Timothy 
ro(v i\ed this form by immediate inspira- 
ti'uj, but heard it of Paul, as, according 
to him, the xcord qf w\dom was gneii only 
to the apostles. Chap. li. 2 ^ iii. 14; 
I Tim. lii. 1.5. 

^ lhat t^end thing tviicA is dejiostt€d.'\ 
See the note on ver. 12. 

c Ikose in &(\J Thtt' Asiatics 

wf-re infamous for thfir cowardice and ef- 
feminacy. Paul probably alludes to their 


behaviour at Home, (rhap. iv. lo,) tS 
which Timotliy might have been informed 
by travolk'iii. l?ut Dr. Whiiby ndVrs this 
to thosi; uf Kphesus who had deserted the 
apostle, giving ear, a^llc suppose'*, to the 
seduction of Cerinthos and the r.bionites, 
by wli(«rn hi had bi*rn repie>erii( d as a 
d«*.spisrr of il e Moi.ut law. NvicrlliCr 
le.ss, I picfn the fount I interpretation, 
aji evidently more, uaiur.d. 

^ Vtufiiellns and Ihrmois^cni’^.] Prtib'i- 
bly be mentions these tw* persons as 
known to Timothy, or as having distin- 
guished themselves liy their profession, 
so that there was particular reason to e\ 
pcct a different conduct from them. 



k ^inimatcs I'imol/ij/ to courage and rcsolulton. 

^♦cemecl it liis honour to own me, while I was sf.cr 
under-' disgrace and persecution in so good a n. 
iTButwhi’iihe was cause, u But bemi here in Ramey he sought me 
;ii Rome, h« SMU.'ht SO f/iiucli tho movc dilhtnilu on that very m 

ly , rrKi7o\mj' [7/tcJ, tOOk 
every opportuniiy of express-ng his unfeigned 
love and veneration for a servant and apostle of 
iS ThpT..ra j?ra.it Christ ill suchii circumstance. The I.ord grant 

;ijioiiinuh.uh^ ijiay after having enjoyed all the 

l'"rd \7'tL"\uu l'lfi><sings of a long and usofnl life, 'Ae may find 
*Ami in hu^^ luanv mcny oj ihc Lord in that great daj/y to which 
thincs he iminstcred oiir eyes and hopes, as Christians, are continu- 
thou Tnowc^ directed. Bud on how many occasions he 
w.’ii. ■ ministered [to me] in Kphesusy thou very leti! 

lyROK'c^^y as tliou u'crt ail eye-uitness to it, v\ijile 
we were together there. 

II. 1 . 'riioii thfre- Thou thercfnrcy wydt^arly beloved vn?? I'lnio- ]{. j 
h '*’ animated hy such an example of fulelitv 

:hati^inChn>t hMis. ii*»d courage, (H'strongy in luimhle and continual 
* dependence upon the grace u'kivh is in Christ 

Jesusy and re.solve never to he ashamed of any 
of his faithful servants under disgrace and diffi- 
M And the th.n;?.s eiilt'cs, while adhoriiig to liis cause. Jnd lhe2 
^ (hou hast hcucd f Com mt y and wliicli 

"h» Jiru- I have solemnly testified again and again, br/hre 
commit ihoi] to fail h mai/i/ w/tiKsS^YSy in One place and another, then: 
fill mciu who ..hall commit t/iou with all diligence and care tojait/u 
•thers ato.^^ J id meu^y who may be able also tn teach others ; 

that so there may be, throughout all ages, a suc- 
cession of such, who shall deliver them down 
from one to another, even till the end of lime, 
according to God’s gracious purposes in rpvcal- 
) Thou ihcrtfore ing them to us. And especially do //iawscei/ 

'iidure haniiics-, as it th} Self, that tliiiie own temper and coiiduct 
he such as may engage them to fidelity in bear- 
ing their te.stimoiiy. Therefor Cy as thy lot is 
cast in a time when w'C are called to sulTer so 
many severe things for the truth, prepare thy- 
self steadily and resolutely to endure afflictions 
and hardships, as it becomes a good soldier of 
Jesus Christy and one whom he hath honoured 
with a distinguished rank in his ariny, that thou 
4 . No man that mayest marshal and lead on others. And, 104 


i good sof 
■eius ('hrist. 


« CommU lo fyUhl'ul Tin’s is yet be tlis appropriate; oflfice to admit 

quoted hy muijy, asa/i argument that the them to the ministry, and solemnly to 
pivpU wore nut left to ctiuose their own commit thep^ospcl tc them. Compare th r 
ministers. But if they did ehooEe them, note oa Tit. i i, 
f i propose them to Timothy, it might 



'■! Tiui. 
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•i*.54 Reflections on the tluh; of minister, 

^r.cr. j)ursuc the inetaplior^ romomber, that no ^,le 
K'lv) i!,ocs out to XiHir^ en tun ales himself tfih se- 
cular eJfliirSy ’blit relinquishes every call- 

ing aiul cm])li)yiiicnt, that he maj/ ple^e him 
inidcr Zi'fiom he is inlistid^ aiul be reaily'to re- 
ceive and execute his commands. According- 
ly keep th\sell' as much as possible discMigagcd 
from worldly business, and from every thing 
which might tend to take off thy thoughts from 
thy great work, and render thee less active in 
*>thy sacred warfare. And thou also knowest, 
that it any one wrestles, or# contends in any 
other of those games for which Greece is so 
cel(*brated, if he do gain an advantage over liis 
antagonist, he is not oowued unless he wrestle, 
or f»erfonn any other athletic exercise, according 
*0 (he line of the respective contention. So let 
iis lake can' to learn the rules wliicli (.'liritvl has 
laid ilovvn to direct us in our attempts, and act 
^'according to them. And be not impatient, 
though the expected and promised reward should 
1)0 long'delayod ; for thou well knowest, that the 
hu'^htndinan must first labour, and wait vvliih* tlu* 
harvest is growing, through succet'ding wee ks 
and mouths, \itnd lhen\ partake o/ the Jruifs 
produced t)y liis toils’’. 

7 (\msider the things jchirh I say as matters of 
Iiigh importance, in wliich thou art intimately 
concerned ; and may the I^ord give thee a good 
understanding in all things, and enable thee to 
act in r. manner suitable t e. the instructions lliou 
lia.-^t r.:cciv(‘d. 


warrrtli . wUiiglerh 
hlnibflt ;vitl) the at- 
fairs of t/iii life ; th.ii 
Ik' may |)U'a^e him 
wIk) hath i hoson him 
tu l)e a soldier. 


j> And if a man ais<4 
'*tri\ e lor ma'-tn io ,, 
//<■/ ho IS nut onjmn «1, 
o^cept In' ^trivi 
l.iu fully 


hii'.l>aadiu.jii 
that l.ihoiiM th, Miiisr 
1)1' fust p.'iilaK'<;r ut 
rlio iKiils, 


7 Consul* i wh.*1 ; 
say , and tin* L(»id 
givoihoe iindorstaiid 
ing in .ill Illinois. 


IMPROVTMF.N r. 

•‘ip- Llt us all be exhorted to be strong .'n the grace that is in 
‘‘ Christ J(sus, and, in humble dependence upon it, Ictus go ionh 
cheerfully to our work and warfare as Christians. 'This is a 
strengtli so great, and comnuinicatcd with so ri(*h a fre(*dom, 
that the Christian minister, under his peenliar difficadties, will 
find it ade(]uatc to them all. Let su,ch panicnlarly apply to them- 
selves the exhortations and consolations which arc here given oi 

^ Mint Jir\l lafioin.} It entirely the point m ipifStion. W(* mii ’t thero- 
lo the a|nj‘.ilo ^puipose to remind 'J’lmo- foro aeqiiubi’e in this trau'^position, ami 
thy that the lauour of the hiubrnuimnn the like is iicecssary iii M'vtr.nl othei 
iniist prcctde the hnrvra ; bul whether he places. See lieb. viii. 4, in the or;:'‘iu:il- 
w <' tf remve thcj-e fruit.s/rf^ was not See Vol. II. p. .714, 



^ to maintain the gospel, 

suggested, stre]inousIy7r/f//rt (>/ mnidwonU, Nrrr. 

which t’le inspired ;ij istlcs htive delivered, witlijaiih and lor ‘ n. 
uchich /.s‘ in Chi'ist Jvsiti. To this orthodoxy o( principle, which 
a due regard, to this gr Mt and only standard will tcacli them, let 
them add orthodoxy o. temper. And, as they desire that t’hrisi ^ ^ 
may keep what they |)rofcssto have deposited with him, \ri them 
faithfully keep what he has lodged in their hands. And may the 
Holy Spirit dwell in them, to make them faithful in all, and di- 
reft them in their elldrts to defend th(3 gospel, to spread ib in- 
liuenee on the hearts of men, and transmii it from one genera- 
* tion to another ; loilging it with faithful riu'u, who may teach Chap, 
others, when their teachers and fathers in Chiist shall rest from 
their labours. Such a succession may (3od continue in his 
rhiirehes ; and may he prosper the work of those ulio aiv em- 
ployed in humlile and taithiul attempts to promote so goo.! a 
cause, hy forming for this important charge, tho.se who, like 
'I’iuinthy, have early knownAhe scripture, and lelt its p.)vv ron 
their lusirts. 

I.et such as are setting out in this holy warfare, rciiK‘inl)cr ti.e 
caution whicli the apostle gives. May they not unn'n e.vN:inl\ en- 
cumher themselvi's with secular cares, which would render iliem 4 
les.s lit to please th(^ great (Jeiioral under whose hauner they are 
inlisted. I.et them strive lawiully, if thiw hope ior the crown, 
and, cultiNaling the ground with diligence, let i hem wait wiih. 
patience, if they desire at length to reap that blessed harwst 
Nor let that general apoNlasy from the power ol religion, wieclj 
is the shame <;f the present day, deter them; hut ratluM* Jft it 
whet their jiions zeal to own, with more strenuous atiaclimeiit, 
the cause of Christ and of Ins faithful servants. And, when the\ 
liave done all, may they ever retain an humble sense of their 
dependence on the Divine ini-rcy : and the Lord grant to us ail. 

. inister.s and people, that we may lind it in that great day ! 


SLCT. III. 

Paul further animates T'nnoiky to bj/ luj/ine open the 

motives and hopes which supported him under the difficulties 
he 1) re in the dtjence of the gospel ; interspersing several ad- 
dresses relating to that purity^ prudence, and mvckntsSj with 
u'hfdi he should endeavour to conduct himself in the ministri/, 
2 'rim. II. 8--18. 


•2 TIM II 8 ^ TIMOTHY II. 8, 

that animate thee, O Timothy, to all the la- 
bours and all the sufferings of the C hristiae. 



43G 


Tivwihy is exhorted to remember Ch"ist,'^‘ 


SFCT. ani] niinistcrial life, (?A/7.y/ ' 

jjfoinibL'il Messiah of the swiiof Dutid, the • eai 
' A pv)stie and lli^h-Priesi of our profess cho 

11 T spent and laid down his lil‘ Jie 

prosecution of Ins great work, uas ?'a/r . from 
ihe detuh, and at length exalted to the right- 
bond of God, there to receive the reward of all 
liis labours and snrteritigs, accordhiff to the tenor 
of )fi7y gospel, wliieli, as thou well knowest, I 
9evcry where preach and attest. In the ser- 
vice of which^ 1 suffer evil, [even] to bonds ; 
the chief magistrates of my country sentencing 
iii(? to confinement, after the many insults which 
have been ollbred me by the dregs of the people, 
as if 1 were a malefactor worthy of some heavy 
punishment ; hut my great comfort is, that the 
n'ord of God is not hound. I rejoice, that many 
of iiiy brethren are at liberty to preach it pnl)- 
licly,and am thankful for every opportunity of 
bearing my testimony to so good a cause, in such 
a private manner as my present circumstances 
may admit; well knowing, that God can bless 
even these limited attempts, to what degree h(‘ 
shall in his infinite \usdom see fit, ((.’ompare 
10 Phil. i. I'J.) On this account I chocrliilly 
endure all these things, and whatever else Pro- 
vidence may appoint, /or the sake of the elect ; 
that the gracious purposes of God for tlieir hap- 
piness may be effected, and they may obtain that 
complete salvation which is in Christ Jesus, and 
wliich sliall be attended with eternal, as well as 
illu-rrious and exalted gi ry, 

11 [It /.v] a Jaithful wora^' which I have often 
insisted upon, and it shall undoubtedly be ve.ri- 


Jcaiib (.hrist, of tlu' 
sfod of i\>avid, was 
niscd I’loj 1 the <leatl 
accord ibg u) my gos- 
pel. 


9 Wlicrcin I suthT 
troiil>!e ;is an 
d(it*r, tifti unto 
boi»<ls ; hut the word 
of (iod lb not hound 


10 'rhcrfforc I < ii- 
diiic aO lliing^ lor th« 
cleol’s saki , tli.it 
they inav oht.Tn 
the s.4lvatiori wlncii 
in m Cliri'l JcMis, 
with eternal gloiy. 


11 h ti a faitliful 


» Hememhcr Cknsl ushu V'ai raue^ ' 'Vow 
thvneud J Our translators lender iX.He-’ 
rnt'm'/er Ma/ /' was }^n^ed ; as if h« had 
sAjd, Adhere to this as the great founda- 
tion of the gospel. But (hougii tins be 
iiinloubtedly true, the apostle’s thought 
se-'-nis rather more lively : remember 
Thin who was thus rais"d from the dead, 
iiiid that will be ins'teaci of a thousand ar- 
giimrms to bear- thee through all thy 
difficulties 

^ In the s-erv ice of J Dr. Whitby 
ha& tfhewii, in his note on this clause, that 
w soiiietimcs signifies in tikich cause, or 
fot the iuKe of xdiuh. 

= It >s « fuithf-ii :vt>rd.\ Some refer this 


to the concluJmg flau>ie of thf'f.ruicr 
verse; Init it seems much nuire rea^. li- 
able to ^''uincct It with what folloW'^, as, 
generally speaking, this phra.^e is intro- 
ductory to the weighty se.ftciice it is in- 
tended to conhrni. See 1 Tmi. i. K:)j iv 
S,9. Though Tit. iii. ?i. sf< ms au ex- 
ception. Dr. Tlllotflon thinks tins was a 
celelruied saying among Christians, whi« h 
was either dcTivedby traditMjii froni ( hris* 
or some of the apostles, and it had ‘-■i 
powerful a tendency to keep them steady 
to tlieir religion, that it is no wonder n 
was in frequent use. Tillot. Vol. 11. p- 
175, 176. 



^ vfho sujfer with Christ shall reign with him. *437 


ifftyii)g, F 
dead w 
bhall «> 
him: 


*iecl; /hr>* if we have t^e resolution to die •with 
ve\rth ^^^***' Saviour, accortliii*;- 


to tl >li^ation of our baptismal vow, we shall 
also . until him^ in that everlasting happiness 
If we suffer, vvhici lie hath prepared lor all his })yople. // 

patiently endure our part in his afflictions, 
he also wiii deny us: shall also share his triumph, and rti^n u'iih 

him ill his celestial kingdom. But on the other 
hand, {7 jc^are intimidated with thc'^e transitory 
evils, so as to desert his cause, and deny [^him\ 
before men, he will also^ as he hath expressly 
threatened, deny us in the great day, before his 
1 .'; If bolieve Kalhcr and his holy angels. If we art 7fv/-13 
: 't cngajreim'nts, he abid- : 

dt;ny iiimscif. cUi JailnJul^ and will steadily adhere to those 
rules of ji/dgmeiit and distribution which he 
hath so s^ernnly -laid down in his word, (com- 
pare Mat. X. 33.) for we may be sure he cannot 
deny himself b}- frustrating his own public de- 
claration. It becomes ns therefore to weigh the 
tenor of them with all seriousness, and humbly 
to ac(juicsce in his tenn>, since it is impossilile 
he should be brought to change them in favour 
of ours. 

liemind [(heni] of these things^ as thou art i F 
engaged to sacrifice every other view to the 
great pro^pcct o( approving thy fidelity to such a 
not Master And for this purpose*, as be- 

a:i).ait words, to iio fore thc lA)rd^ and as in his presence/ to those 
nluun thou art called to preside, that men 
do not iofitend and quarrel about words^ an evil 
to [/cA/V//] they are so obnoxious: for such a 
conteniioM \is\ altogether unprvf table, [and even 
tends] to the stibiersion of the hearers, takUvg 
off their attention from true religion, and filling 
their mind!) with pride and passion, and num- • 
berlcss other disorders and vices. 



1.1 rn' tb<'‘,c 

|iiit them Ml lonn'in- 
brauo«‘, cliinjrin.t;’ 
fht ‘U b( ♦.ii** tlM* l.oid, 
lii.lt llii. V I \ c 


ff lit Urc unfaiti ftiLI So 1 think u 
^huiiM bo irndifcd, as it stands 
opucsi’d to i*nd so the u'ord^ will 

f.iitlvT imply, that whatever we lose by 
onr unf.'iilhrulnoss, inwhat»*V(.r deijree it 
.ipnoai's, it is no arpiimmt of any unfaith- 
fulness I'l him; as his promises are made 
to fndr/t’nl servants, and fair warniiij^ is 
'',i\ on to per.soiiN of a different ciiaracter. 

*: 7w/.'/y as befi-re the Lord, and as in 
his prcbPni c.J There is a most au/ul so- 
kmntUj ill tbi'' oha'^ge, which plainly shows 


the gieat folly and mischief of striving 
about little coiitroverfcics ; and 1 pray 
God, to alfcet the heart of his nui ir tcri' 
wiiii a dfcpcr sense of thn*, bcfoic iIk; 
intcrest-s of vital rcli.(j;ion arriDu/ us hr 
utterly undone by our •^vwm coutcii- 
t'oiis; or, as llic cxcL-lIcnt Arclibishop 
Leighton expresses it m his li\cly nian- ^ 
ner, ** What we profess to hold s(j i/.r/ff/, 
be itself torn in pieces, while we are 
struggling about ” 



-iJ8 Tiino/fiij is exhorted tQ shun profane b ’'Hings. ({• ■ 

SECT. DiHs^ently endeavour^v/Uenever thou comt J*'®* 

III. to pnsi-m thyself before God, in an'y of tli . da- vm'km"n 

'•’'Y^tics of thine oflice, that, whatever mer 7 may that nci dcta not to 
^ iudfc^e of tlicc and thy services, thou mav* st be tx* a,viiamed, rightly 
* 'approved l)y him, ‘J a xiH^rkman who fiaJi ?w 
cause to he ashamed^ right I if dividing the ivord 
oj distributing with prudence, as well as 

16 fidelity, to each his |)roj)er share But avoids u; Bat shun pn- 
and stand at a distance from, those profane and 
empty declo mat ions, with which some who af- 
feet to be thought of importance in tife (.’liris- ungofiiiuesb. . 
tian church, are ready to amuse lliemselves: 
for though the evil ot some of them may not 
immediately appear, and they may seem trifling 
ratiier ihan mischievous, thcij wilt oi length ad-^ 
vance unto move impu/jt/; and whe^i ESatan has 
prevailed upon men once to quit the vnght way, 
he will h.* continually gaining greater advan- 
17tagcs over them. Jnd their discourse will n And th’ir woid 
eat like a gangrene, spreading itself f‘^*‘*^**S*^ 
and farrher, till the whole body is infected, and lisrn. neus and I'lu- 
even desin'yed by it. JSuch teachers there are letus: 
now in tlic church ; of xvhich [number^ in par- 
l-'^licular, are lli/meueus and P/iilctus, Jl'/io i« vvhoooucernin; 
/W erred mth respect to the truth, so as U> bo 
Wide ol tlie mark, for they have, by tlunr al- rciction h past ii- 
Icgoiical interpreialions, cx|)laincd away one of 
the most fundamental doctrines of our religion, 
asserting that the resurrection, of which it so 
largely speaks, consists only in a conversion 
from vi( e to virtue, and conse(]uently is aL 
. ready post, with regard to all true Christians; 


^ tU^! tUj (l/vidiupi I he woid of truth,} 
tot izyo'i 7dg ebAnOnet;. bk>nu: 
ttiiiil; Iktc is an alUibioii to Jru. 

isb priest or L<'vitc did in dis ectirig t..v 
and si'p.^..iUng ihi p.irt& in a pro- 
pCi' manner; as wi re to be lad t>n 
^iod's alt.ir, and others to bt* giieu to 
e.josc \\l»o weio to share in llie sacrilict*. 
r)ihers ihink it refers to guiding a plough 
aright, in order to divide the elods in the 
niO'it Tu'oprr and cdr<‘tual inanner, and 
make slr.uv^ht furrows. Hut, perhaps, 
the luet'ipliDr may b'6 takvii from the 
dibtnbutiuii made by a steward, m deli- 
venuiT'Wil to ea«'!i p'-rson und« r his can*, 
t . ' r. ihini;^ as los • fl'n-* i\ ».*• r'-Cts- 


? .'User fin'’ that the resit neifiuu is —f’ast. j 
Vice, as inv Icaincd fnend Waihur- 
tori.M'ith grcai propriety obsmes, in re- 
ferrnee to ihc lest, was in the philoso- 
phical schools called death. And, upon 
the same pi uciph*, a u*co\ery to a \ir- 
tar»ub course and tciiipci , iiii;jh*«bc 
a kind of '’/»'>* from the dt ad. Put 

nolhing ran be inon' cridciit tbau tiiut 
this was by no means the resin rn tioa 
which Christianity taught. Yet, as there 
is nothing too absurd for some \ lio pnde 
themsc hes in their philosophy to b( lieye, 
this foolish lefineuicnt found ns follow- 
ers among 'Oine pretended C'lnistians of 
thjfi bUuip Warb, Di\ C* g. Vol. I. p 



r 


flt^'lions on the importance of remembering Christ. 

ready; um <>w‘r- 'vd m \hcy subvert th'yf a ilk of some, who are srer- 
-stahlislied in the doctrines uf the gospel, ni. 

. and » luianger their salvation. It will therefore 

beco nc thee, amidst all the candour which I 
hav(’. so often incnlcated, to guard against such 
tenets, and the authors of them. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

I’ll ERE is not perhaps a single precept in the whole sacred 
volume, which would be more extensively useful to niinisters, 
or to private t.’hristians, than this of the apostle, taken in all its 
CNtcMit. Remember Jesus Chrisi, Many a sweet memorial hath 
lie left us of himself. Often, very often, have we been called so- 
lemnly to survey them, and yet how ready are we to forget him* 
and by a natural eonsequcnce to foi-get ourselves, (nir duly and, 
inteiest on the one hand, a»/d our danger on the other. ‘‘ iViess 
ed Jesus f may we daily.Aind hourly remember thee ! tha: thou 
hast^//V{/, that thou art raised Jrom the dead^muX that thon art 
ever near thy people, to protect, to comfoit, and to b!e.^s them. 

‘‘ If* lor thy caust*, we should be called to suffer evil as n il doers 
whether in onr [lersons or reputations, may we not bedi.scon- 
‘‘ raged, but ratjier rejoice in the honour thou doest us in appoint- 
ing for ussiieli a eA)riformitv to thyself! The enemies of thy 
gospel may indeial oppose it, they may hhtd ks most faithful 
“ pr('aelk*rs, hut their opposition, their persecution, is vain,'' 

The tcord oi God is not bound ; and Divine grace, optn'ating by 
It, will .sooiu*r or later give it tlie intended, the promised triumph; 
that Ins elect may obtain sulvoUar b^ Jestts Christy and may not 10 
only I'seape the condemnation and rum of the impenitent world, 
hut may finally be crowaietl with eternal glory. 

May we ever he mindfni of this faithful word, that if we sulVer 1 1, 12 
with Clirist w'C shall reign wiifi him too; and may we endure the 
greatest hardships to winch wv can be call(*d out, as considering 
that our suiVerings are mornenlary, but our reign will be eternal. i:J 
Ncv<.;r may we., for any allurement or terror, deny him, as we 
would not finally he denieil by him; when no other honour will 
remain but that which he confers, no other happiness but that 
w hich he bestows. 

In the mean lime, as wo desire the prosperity of his kingdom, 14? ^ 
let us earnestly pray, that lu* will raise up to hischurclia imilti- 
tinh' of faithful minisiers, w ho may govern themselves by iluMi 
trill V apostolical canons; ministers who may iK't e.nnleiu! aboiir 
words m a maimer unprofitable and vain, w'ho may not amuse 
\heir hearers with empty harangues jibout insigniiieant cnriosi- 
tie'-, or I’icrplexiug siibtilties; but may, in the integrity of their 



‘iiO Christians are obliged to depart from miffuify.^ 4 

stcT. hearts endeavour to appr/)ve thenisefves to C * vv..v. 

need not to be ashamed, rij.'.htly tUvidinj word (• uth. 
And mar divine <^race preserve the churc' m those v 
' teachers, whose doctrine, like a secret gait .‘lie, ni.i.;ht spread 

: 17, 18 itself to the destruction of the body, so tli. . the faith of many 
might be overthrown. 


S K C T. IV. 

The apostle urges the necessity of holiness in all Christians^ but 
especially in ministers ; and [f meekness in their ew.'eavours 
to jrcover sinners Jrom the miserable condition into uliich thejy 
icere fallal. 2 Tim. II. 1‘), to the end. 


2 TIMOTHY I [. 19. \ ariM. IMO. 

si:cT. JN order to excite thee, O 'rirnothy.^ to con- KiiTMKLiiss 
tend earnestly for the great doctrines of the thr iMurjij.itiouot 
';::^go.pd, I l.ave‘tak.-n not.ee of the manner in 
11.19.* which some. have revolted from them. And it uni knourth them 
is inattfr of mournful rellection, that thert^ '*r‘‘ * 1 *'’ 
shoukf be siicliinstances of apostasy in this early *'‘,1 .VkV 
age at the churcli, A eiertnctesSy we recollect ( lUpan A-.m 
with pleasure that, whatever defections ttuTC ninyiitv 
may be in particular persons, the groat foiaida- 
turn Stone, which tlie mercy and laithfulness of 
God lias laid for the support and comfort ol’ ins 
people, standetk firm and stedfast, having, as it 
were, this double seal or inscription :* on the 
one hand, 7 he Lord knoweth them that are his 
OKU, and as he surely distinguishes them in every 
cireum.stiince, so he bears a steady and constant 
favour to them, nor can any alienate them from 
his gracious regards; and, on the other side, 

Let exery cne that nameih the name of Christy 
* every one that professes his rr' gion, and pre- 
tends the least ’•cganl to l*im, depart from ini- 


■> Insc7ipimi,'\ Many critics ha\e inst- 
’'• obwrvrd, that tue word often 

ji) or the warti made 

cy a iVal, as wtHr (is the jr.// itself. .Ste 
Kev. ix. 4, And the c-x|^re^s>ion is hm'. 
usrfi with peculiar profificty, in allusion 
to the ciistdiij of eri(;raviiii; upon »>nie 
s(ori('& laid ill the fniindation of builditii;s 
the name of Oia persons by whonrt. and 
thi* purpose.*! for which the structure i.s 
raiivil. And nothing can have a greater 


tendency to enco ira.cre the hope, and at 
tb<{ same time to»*i>i^agc the obedience of 
Christians, than this <hud/e inscription. 
Dr. Wh'tby supposes that clause, Me /ortt 
knritit!h them that wo his atvft, has a pecu- 
Jiaf refei ence to the apostles, in opposition 
to heretical teachers, arid that it alludes to 
Numb. \vi. js, !*teptua?. That to hw:c, 
•0ft«n signifies to' regard tvith favour^ as 
well as to distinguish, hath been showm 
elsewhere. Korn. viii. ‘•’.'i. 



Tipioihj/ is xvcirned to jkc youthful lusts. 441 

tl ; let him stand off, and keep at the great- sect, 

distance from every kind and degree of im- 
L s morijliiy, from every appearance and occasion 

JO ivtWfr a great of thoiigli oiir obligations to such a 

inirul'l'-orpoid, '»« »'»' we cannot 

andof btit ai- Halter oursclvi's that all protessin^» (.’hnstiana 
so of uohI, and oi will bo sensible of them /// house 

earth: 7lOf OuL/ (>/ ^o/J Ofu/ sihet\ 

dihhoiioui. but al^o of Kood and iiay^ thf Jorniev being in- 

tended /or honourable^ the other Jor meaner and 
• dishmourableiises: and accordingly, there will 

be, in the church of God, persons of different 
characters, who 'will meet with 'vcry\ different 
ji It n man there- treatment. If therefore any one cleanse hint- 2\ 
f..iv pm^c himself self from thtsty if he b(‘ careful to avoid the so- 

revolted from true 

nour, sniirtiiini ami religion, gyul made themselves inslrumentL of 
Tiurt i.i the master’s inripurity and iniquity, he shall be a lessel of ho^ 
sanciifli d and usejitl to the immediate and 
personal service of his great Lord ami Master; 
and such an one will bo constantly ready ^ as the 
nobler vessels of a house, to way good vcorky 
\^hich wiH be the surest test of our real good- 
j‘>riro.d‘.«»vouili- ness. But Jlce from all occasions of exciting or 22 
Uil lusts; hut follow uratifying Vic passions of youth ; whether on the 
ri;;iiif!ousm;v.N faith . hand, tlic lovc of serisual pleasure, or, ou 

chaiitv, p'H’C, with t ’ i • * • i i ' • 

Uu iii ihatcaii on the thc Other, rashiiess, contention, pride, and vain- 


»o.»rt 


ut Cft a 


puie glory, ^ to which young |)ersons are peculiarly 
obnoxious: for these will render thee unfit for 
the honour ot being used by thy Lord for the 
purposes of bis glory and the edification of his 
church. Jnd therefore, instead of making pro- 
vision for these, pursue, with the greatest ar- 
dour and intcnsencss of mind, righu ousness and 
fidility, love and peace; cultivate an upriglil, 
benevolent, candid temper, touards all, and es- 
pecially towards those that invoke the name of 
the Laid Jesus Christ out of a pine heart, so far 
as the conduct can discover the inward temper, 
nut io('liOi.inci foelis/i ami unlearned questions, knoxo-o'o 

knoNong that lug that, liow curiouo soever they appear, thaj 


Hai'hrioss, rontentioii, kc] Those yet it is plain from the oppositii,n ho- 
aie ifouthful pasiiuns, of the dan^'cr of twern this and t>u» hiitor part of th<^ 
whK-ii, some heady young uien, who may vrr.sc, they wero pariioularlv m Fan! i 
v.iliu ilu iri'chcs tor iheir fiecdom from mind when be gave this caution, 
vih 'r bCanda!^, to think but little; 
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TJie servant of Christ is gentle to all nien. ^ 

-ney geiidei 

Strifes. 


only tend to icg'cf strifes and contentions *' 
the church; and I recKon it a most inipr * .w 
'part of the learning of a C'hri.stian njini^ cr to 
guard against such occasions of oflence and 
mischief. 

24 Let the bigot ttul Jews, and the vain- glorious 


heathens, on each side, split into ever so many 
diil’erent sects and pag.ics, and ilisputc as eager- 
ly about such things as they will ; 6i/t the ser- 
vant of the Loniy the Christian, and especially 

. the minister, must not strive in an angry and 
hostile inanuer, but be mild aijd gentle toivards 
ally readji to teach the ignorant, and, instead of 
hurting \and'\ injuring any, l)c willing to endure 
evil from those who, instead of receiving his 
docirine, repay his kindness wJih outrage. 

25 In meekness instructing opposers\jf by any 
means God may perhaps, in his own due time, 
conquer tlieir savage prejudices, and give them 
repentance to the acknoudedgmenf of the truth; 
of which, through the riches of Divine grace, 
we see some instances, even where there had 
been a long and inveterate struggle against it. 

2^) And surely it will be worth while to try every 
method on sncli unhappy .souls, that they )nay 
arjcaken and recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devily who have lain sleeping, and a ^ it 
were intoxicated in it, having been taken hy 
that subtile fowler, and, like a living prey, de- 
tained captive by him at his cruel pleasurty while 
perhaps they have been dreaming of liberty and 
happiness, in the inid.st ot the most shameful 
l)onda*^e and the cxiremcsi danger.' 


‘J-V And € t* s<'r\:inf’ 
of the Tx)rd must not 
strivr; but 
unto all nuMi, apt K' 
teac'li, patifiit; 


Tu nurJii/*'., 
instrucim;; ihji 

OppOM* tllO'USt U I'S ; 

if(i<»d por.ulM'uhiu 
"ill till in iT- 

pi.-ntaijiT t., till' .u- 

kiionlt (I 'Hi" of the 
Inith ; 

«r> And th.it 
may rocim-r thorn- 
silvfib out of tll( 
snare ot tin'- di‘\il, 
who an* takon rnp- 
ti\e l)v him at liis 
"ill. 


Tkaf they may 7fio:r/, ^^C.] In orilfr 
to undcislaiui tins beautiful it is 

proper to obM 1 1 ", i b.it tlic w -id c:’,fn ». ■ - 
v7*\* pr.'perlv si^i'ihes, tu>m •trt-p 

ii’tpt i»r from o lit of inl'nicatun 
I'Jsn. <ibs. Sac in loc.) and refers to au 
artifu’r* of fowler- to scatter voilh im- 
prepnatod willi "ome dnus intended to 
lay innis asKcp, lh9t'jtb''>^ may draw tlio 
net o\cr them with the "I'-itii suemi’v 
Tb»‘ inleipri lation which a late wiii»*i 
has ifivcn of theso word.-. "h> would 


rCMidcr llicin, “ hauj^ fakfn ah.i h,/ hnuy 
“ that is, the C'hiislian mnii-.cr, /-h tho 
“ psirpos; ^ ot the Dninc zit.'f ’ i.-? -o nn- 
naturyl, tii.it merely to Ci..inpnii‘ it ui!l\ 
the forrrui is to confuii' *ii. (T.ivKn mi 
Sin, i>. 1.0-. Nor « ay an\ tliin^f 
be moii.^ e\ii.*utlv wrou" than tfi iii.iin- 
ta'.n, that jj nncesbarily implu's .i 
piirpitsc (A' li'f .< wheif.is ii onl\ no- 

p«)rts faUii'j (/ rnpl/vcy with.oit (liMcrniio 
ujj' w liLtln'r i! b«*for servitude i.r f.o d» a.i/i 
<■ inp.’M’c t’lo'i.n Srpi ,.rr 



443 


liejlections on the captivity of the sinner, 

i 

/ IMPROVEMENT. 

IIoJ .afFpcting a rej)rescnta£ion is here made of the wretched 
state o< silvers ! they are described as sleeping in Suf(in\^ snare^ 
like birds in a net, taken alive, and at the fowler’s merey ; VersT^ 
they iuvgine they can spring up whenever tlu y please, and range 
at full liberty. Alas! they will soon perceive* their fatal captivi- 
ty : but they will ])crccivc it too late, ifDiviiu* grace do not 
quickly aicakcn them. Wlio would not wish to do something for 
thrir r< covery ? Let the ministers of the gospel pity them. I.et25 
ns piiiy that God, whose work it is, xcould give them repentance 24? 
to flu dvknouiedp^mcnt of the triu/i. Let us try every. gentle 
method which the sincerest compassion can dictate toward af- 
fecting so happy a design, and not sutler ourselves to he trnn- 
sj)orU (l to untlue severiiies of language, or of sentiments, even 
tluMigh we should receive the^ greatest injuries where we intend 
tlu; most imp(utant kindness, 

L' t iliose that liavclliehohtuir to bear the most holy character, 22 
which any office can devolve on mortal man, avoid, with the 
griai st tan*, every thing tliat would brine, a slam, or even a 
siis;;icion, upon it. Lei them revere the voice of the gr(*at 
apostle, wli'le ii animates tliem to pursae rii*htcoi(i</icsSi'\\n\Jait/ij 
hre amt priirc^ ici/hail tlu'ir fellow-C 'hrisnans of every (ienoinina- 
lion, wiih ail •kat invoke Christy and that trust in hirn. So shall 21 
the\ 1)«* v<*v^els ol honour, so may they hnmhiy hope that tlnur 
Lord will condescend to make some special u>e of tliem, for the 
purposes of his own glory, and the sahation of their Jeilow- 

eivature'H. 

1'o coneliide, let ministers and people be dady reading, with I 
all jKJssihki care,, this doulile ioseri|)iion on the fonndcuion of 
Goil; and, while we rejoice in the one, let ns be admonished 
by i tt' other. For wliat is it to us, that the Lad distin 

tMiishes, and favijurs ///v oun^ that his almighty power protects 
them, and that his infinite uiurcy will for ev\r savethem, if wc arc; 
onrsi l\e*s f(jiind among the Kicked^ wuh lot om he is (it gry eicrj/ 
dill/, among ilu* workers of iniquity, whom lie will publicly dis- 
fmn, ami to whom he will say, 1 kuonmot whence you ctre. To 
naim* the name of Christ with dispositions like these, will be to 
injure and jjrtd.ine it ; and our prt»fesMon itself will be interpret - 
ed a., an act, of Ijestiliiy against him, whom we have presumed 
so vainly to call the Foundation ol’ onr hopes, and tlic yoverei^jn’ 
of onr souL. 
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In the last days perilous times shall come ,• 

^SECT. V. b 

Paul cautions Timothy against that great ueclension and' mta-^ 
sy u'hich xcas to prevail in the Christian worlds ai.iT Jj^ainst 
those false teachers xrho were rising up in it ; reminding him 
of the example he had seen in him^ in tHe midst of suet perse* 
cuiions as were still to be expected. 2 Tim. 111. 1 — 13. 


2 TiMOTIIV lII. 1. 

SF.CT. 2 r more necessary thus to urge thee to 

V. every precaution, aiul every olfort, which 
may preserve tho purity and honour of the 
iilT. Christian church, as, after all we can do for this 
purpose, such sjid scenes are to open in it. AVe 
arc indeed acquainted with our duty, and we 
shall find it our own highest accoiJ|^it in attend- 
ing to it. But this Ixiinxi}, O "rimo^hy, that in 
the lastdays^ under the evangelical dispensation 
whicli is to wind up the economy of Providence, 
and is to remain in full force oven to tlie end 


TIM. III. 1. 
know 

that in the last 
Hays perilous tiu.f." 
shall coiue 


of the world, difficult times and circumstances 
shall arisCy in which it mil be hard to discharge 
our consciences, and at the same time nuiin- 
2tain our safety. For men shall be lovers of u mm shMi; 
themselves in the most absurd and excessive boUnorsoithPirowu 
degree; lovers of money, so as to be impelled cov^tous^ 

to the basest practices by the hopes ol ob- pheuKis dis^h dum 
taining it; boasters of what they have, and topariius, uuthank* 
proud pretenders to what they have not ; blus^ unholy. 
phemers of God, and revilers of their fellow- 
creatures: disobedient to parent $y notwithstand- 
ing all the obligations thi y arc under to their 
care and tenderness; unt^iunkfuly and ungrate- 


* ^Tefl sfuill i>f hvt js> nf them^tlveSf Sec, ] 
Dr. Whitby takijs ^reat pains to .'•hew 
that these )^#arai.lLi.s weie applica*> to 
the .lews in th** la-^tdays of their ri^nri- 
sno II -wealthy and »uppos(;£ the aposth* re- 
fers to the d.fficulty of retaininj^ the 
Christian profession, or acting so as to 
prev rve a safu conscience in it. Many 
6f the lineaments here drawn were, no' 
doubt, to be found m the unbelieving 
.Jews; but, especially considering \er. 
5 — ’7. 1 rather choose Ij inUMpret the 
i»'oids as dcsciribing some whe not only 
professed Oii'i'-tianity, but protended to 
Utnh it. And 1 must beg leaxe to refer 
jDy readers to that very learned and in* 
g»'juoiis di.ssertation of Vitringa (Observ. 

lib. iv. cap. 7), iu which be attempts 
to pro\». that there was a frreat alteration 
in Uic t.icc of the Chustiaa church be- 


tween the time of NVro and Traj.in, 
within which peri<»d, he apprehend*- rreat 
ijuinhcrs of profossojs b* havo depailed 
from the slrmlncss of Christ. an ruoi.iU, 
as well AS the purity of tlie faith. 1 oan- 
uot be satistied that the supposed pre- 
dictions of t^'is rernarkal)le*cM‘nt, which 
he prfKJiicea fiom the Old Testament, iii 
his \tiith chapter, are so convincing a.s he 
thinks them, viz. Isa. xi. 4; xli 10 — i‘J; 
xliii. 1 — xli.x. 14; I. 10; Mic. mi 10; 
Psal. V. 1 ; xl. 13, 14 j Ivii. j; IxXII. K 
H:s arguments fioni the N' w 'lest. urn iit 
h.ivc iDurb greater weight, \iz. Mat. 
21,22; xxiv. y— rj, 22; Act.s \\. 2y ; 
1 Tim. iv. 1—3; 1 T*et iv. !('>, 17 ;.witli 
the epistle to the Hebrews, the second of 
Peter, and that of Jude : and I wonder In- 
bath not added this remarkable text to tlic 
catalogue. 
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* • 

(ill to other benefactoK^; unholy^ thougjh they sect, 
profess themselves devoted to God, arul coiise- v, 
.iWi.. ut nnturai ciiUed to liis scrvicc by the most solemn rites: 
broak'rrs^ fake''*ac* destitute ot natural ajjeedon even \ii^\ 

('iiM'rs, incontinent, to their own children, as well as of piety toward 
fif-Kv, at#)iisrrs ‘»f their parents ; implueab/e where enmities have 
».»os.e that are go(*d, Commenced, and treacherous in their mu - 
tual engagements, when there has been a pre- 
tence of making them arciiH’rs^ in 

which they will imitate that diabolical malignity 
which renders the great enemy of mankind so 
jnsily odious; inlemptvafe in their pli'asures, 
fierce in their resentments, cruel in their re* 
vengti; destitute rf all love to goodness, though 
it so jiarurall / extorts a tribute of veneration and 
afTertion from every human lu?art which is not 
Trannrf, luarly, sunk into the, last degeneracy I’hey will he-i 
•’-'ll iiuiKird. |.)\eih' tliosi- that place the greatest confi- 

! . t lienee in them, such bas»' traitors, as even to give 

up their hrelhren into the hands of persecutors;* 
headiy and rash in enterprising, th ngs, which 
can only issne in the disturbance of society, or 
the ruin of those that iimicrtake them. In the 
moan time, they will be puffed up zvit/i such in-^ 
snlcnce and self-sulliciency, as to despise any re- 
monstrance w'liich can be made to bring thera 
to a wiser and more decent conduct; and, upon 
the whole, will prove lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of (rod; who will therefore sacrifice 
all considerations of religion to the gratification 
Having form of of thiu’r appetites. And yet, in the midst of^ 
powrM ihe.se enormities, they will still profess them- 

t] fn-iii su’ii turn selves Christians, lulling a form of godliness^ 
and olhserving with exactness the rituals and ex- 
ternals of religion, but at tin; same time deny^ 
ing and opposing the power of it in their lives, 
and demonstrating that it has no real influence 
upon them. From such therefore, even from all, 
in whom thou cliseernest a temper like tiiat 
which I have here described, ii&n away; avoid 
all intimacy with ihem, lest they should avail 
themselves of the friendsliip to which thou 


Th« reounciliatioH, and al.-^o to such ac will 
1 hd/i i.h.as, not thmk'tbeiustfh c.-. hmaid t»y s«u‘h trea- 


t>iur,‘hte and tivarlicrous. 
ord a / ' ; - fcrtaiiily takes in / 
nd nia v lic ypjiln d to men, who, whaii they may answer any pm puses 

rife oirciidi'd, will coino iotuno of tbair hy the viuiatiun of'ilieni, 
\Ol. V ' 9. V 



.'i i6 Bemg corrupted in their minds, and resisting the truth r 


SlUT. 

V. 


niii^htest admit them, asPan advantage for doing 
furilier njischief ; let it therefore evidently ap- 


-^y^pear, that thou givest them no countenance. 


'X Tim. 

JII. 6. 


rhis temper, as I liii\e intimated before, has 
begun to appeann many of our contemporaries, 
aj u' filch are those art t\i\ deceivers, who 

insinuale themselves^' into housesy and are espe- 
cially siicccssful in their attempts to cV7/;//'jWc in- 
vousidmihle wtnnen, of low rank, and mean un- 
derstandings, yet easily inflamed with passionate 
zeal ; being indited, whatever pretences they 
may nndie to sanctity, laden with sins; and led 
aside hjj various lusts y which these seducers know 
how to flatter in such a manner .as to make 
7 them their own property. These ^oolish crea- 
tures arc alwai/s (carnine[y they prdtend to hear 
with great eagerness, and are charmed vvitii 
every appearance of novelty and hn’vour ; but 
they arc tossed about with every gale of doc- 
. trine, and never able to come to the acknuwled^'- 
vient of the truth y or to attain any fixed and 
S steady principles, ^?/rflhesc designing wretches, 
of whom 1 have been speaking, seize on snch 
as their proper prey, and just as Jannes and 
JambreSy^ the Egyptian magicians, tiT/ZiA/W Mo^ 
sesy when he came to Pharaoh with a message 
from God, so do tJhese men also withstajid the 
truth of the gospel. I speak of persons whose 
minds are utterly corruptedy who with j'espeet to 
the faith are disapprovedy and worthy of being 
n jeclcd as enemies to it, and unworthy to know 
it, though they pretend so much zeal in its de- 
9 fence. But ] foresee, that thej/ shall not pro- 
ceed much farther^ in these artifices, for their 


yr 

iff • 

6 Fnr c ^ -.us sort 
arc they.wliich en't p 
into house’s, rind lead 
captive silly Tvornen 
laden with sins, kil 
a^^u.v with diver 


7 I'^cr Irarniri^: 
and iicicr a!J<- ic 
cuiDi' to the know* 
ledge ui'lhu tiuth. 


8 Now as Jannes 
and Jaiiibi'o with- 
stood so do 

lliosL* .lUo rc^'ist the 
truth: men orcorrupt 
mindly rcinohate 
concern the faith. 


9 But thfy shall 
proceed no further ; 
for their lolly -liriU 
he manifest tinto all 
vim, as theirs al'O 
was. 


' bmriuafe themselves, &c, ] This cha- 
racter, as we hinied above, scorns rather 
to suit di&aiiectc'I and seducing Christian 
UaxihiTS, than iiihdei Jews, who no doubt 
caniid it with an high hand, «'ind would 
scorn to think nf crouching to the feadt rs 
of so contemptible, a sect as they called 
chat of the Nazatfkies. 

^Jaunt'S andJambres.^ It is remark- 
able, that the former of thrse is mention- 
ed together with Mose-, by Pliny, and 
?>oth of them by Numenit's the philoso- 
pher, ,(|jgpted in Eu&ebiup, as cclehrlt^d 
inagieidns. See Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. SO, 
cap. i. and Euseb. lib. 9, cap. S. It is of 


no importance to inquire, by what tradi- 
tion their names came down to so distant 
an age. 

• not proceed much farther . ) Trans - 

kiting It thus, will c.i&il> leconcilc this 
With what is ..fterwards said of thcii 
gioa’ing worse worse, ver. 13, and of 
their word, ealin;^ as a f^ungimt. Diodate 
indeed explains this and tlic 13th vcim' 
of persons : this, of some who 

had already appeared; that, of others 
who were soon to arise. But there .scenn- 
not the least need of having rccuuise t« 
such a solution. 
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» ( 

folly shall be manifest tu to all^ as theirs also was^ sect. 
when God sent upon the Egyptians plagues, v. 

; . , which, far from being able to remove, or miti* 
gate, they could not, as in former instances, so ® 
much as imitate. 

uvaut'hou hast. But thou hast exactly traced^ and been accu- 10 
luiiy kuowamy doc. acquainted with, my d' cfrine.BLViA my cow- 

purpose, long- versution^ the steadiness ot my aim, purpose^ and 
sufltring, chanty, resolution in the cause of Cod ; that firm and 
patjeuce. Uniform which I have always strenuously ♦ 

maintained, without yielding up any the least 
article of it; my long-sujfh inp^ when I had been 
treated in the most injurious manner; myfo^•^to 
all, however different in opinion, not excepting 
even mine enemies and persecutors; and rny 
11 Persecutions, tinder such pressing trials. Particu-il 

a*i!i(;tions which |arly undcf the persecutions [and] sufferings 
came unto me at An- me in the Pisidiaii Antioch (Acts xiii. 

lAstra; what per, e- 4.5.) til Iconium, (xiv. 2.) in Lystva, (xiv. 19.) 
f uliol.s I endured; wlicrc thuu hast iiot oiily heard, hut seen, xehat 
hut out nf them persecutions 1 endured; but the Lord Jesus, 

the Loid delivered^, , * 

,ne. wlioin I serve, was still with me, and rescued me 

• 1*2 Yea, and all out of them ulL YeUy and cf//re’Aoar^ resolutely 12 
th.ii will i.ve go<liy determined upon it, that thej} will live godly in 
in ( hii!»t ;,haiJ (Jurist that they will conduct themselves 

huircr pcisecution. , , . ’ , ^ J. i • i i i 

by the strict rules or piety, which he has pre- 
sci’ibcd, not turning aside to the right hand or 
the left, shall suffer persecution^ or opposition of 
one kind or another; for Christ has decreed to 
lead all his people to glory, through a variety 
u Pmt evil* men of difficulties and hardships. But wicked men 13 

by whatever artifices tliey may 
dicf-iving, and beirn,' decline persecution, are in a yet more wretched 
dccci\fcd state; for they provoke God to give them up to 

the lusts of their own heart, and so will grow 
continually worse and worse^ more obstinate in 
their opposition to the gospel and its faithful 
ministers ; deceiving others indeed by false and 
treacherous pretences, but .Awig* themselves 
much more fatally deceived by their own corrup- 


* f.ive (Tiully in Chi 1st Jesus, ^c.l This, Spirit for assistance, and his atonement 
as Dr. Kvaiis justly observes, ma> import for acceptance witli God. Important to- 
somcthiiij; peculiar in the ifodliness to be pic.s, which all who desire to obtain and 
exercised l)v Chiistians, as bein^ at;rcc- promote ought to dwell much 

able to the rex tdation of Christ, animat- upon. See Kvans’b Christian Temper, 
ed by his example, dependent on his Yol. I. p. 192. 
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Refiections on the degeneracy of the last days.^ 

SPOT, lions which delude themWith the visionary hope 
V* of sonic temporal advantage, while they arc 

plungim; into irrecoverable and everlasting ruin. ^ ’ 

A 

IMPROVEMENT. 

v«r. 1. Mesr we not, on the survey of this scripture, in coniparison 
with what we every day behold in life, cry out, ‘‘ Feriltj these 
are the last days ?” They are assuredly times ofdifficulty and 
2, 3 peril. Scll'-love, pride, ingratitude, treachery, intemperance, 

, insolence, the contempt of all authority, human and divine, each, 

• all of these characters may too plainly declare it. Hut none with ' 
more striking evidence than th& excessive love of pl(?a.sure, on 
^ which so many are doting to destruction, vvjiile every consider- 
ation, both of religion and of prudence, tails at the shrine of this 
favourite itlol. Men are lovers oj pleasure more than lorcrs of 
Gody more than lovers of their families, yea, though self-interest 
be in man}’ iri'^tances so scandalously pursued, yet more than 
lovers of themselves ; and when they have sacrificed every thinjj 
elsf' to their gain, they sacrifice even that gain to luxury. And 
, would to God there was none such, even among those tliat re- 
tain the form of godliness^ which so many indeed have scornfiil- 
5ly cast off! But O! how vain the form, where the power of it h 
thus denied! And how peculiarly scandalous are these charac- 
ters in those who call themselves teachers of religion I Yet to 
such they are here originally applied ; and their race is not yet 
extinct. 

10 Blessed be God, there are those yet remaining who are the 
happy reverse of these ; ministers, who can appeal to tlic con- 
sciences of men as to their doctrine, their conversation, t!i(*ir 
resolution, their fidelity, their gentleness, their ciiarity, and their 
• patience. Happy are thev, bow ill soever they may be treated 
i 1 in the world ! Happy would they be, though exposed to all the 
terrors of persecution whit:* the apostles and their first followers 
i 2 endured ! But we are all warned to prepare for some degree of 
it ; and indeed who can wonder if, amidst so many evils, they 
who will not go on with tiiv multitude, should sometimes he 
rudely pressed by them ; and it may he, in some ill^ta^ees, cast 
down and wajnpled imder foot. But he it so; tboagli rasidiavn, 
shs\l not be des I royed. (2 Cor. iv. 9.^ A little time will 
1 3 balance all. An hour of eternity will more than balance it. Le t 
us guard against the deceits by which so many suffer. Let us 
guard, above all, against those deceits which men practise upon 
themJHdves, and whereby they hurt themselves infinitely more 
thari^l their fiaud or violence can hurt any who arc net acces- 
virf to their own undoing. 



U9 


Tii'^othy from a child had knoxon tl^e scriphircsv 


SECT. VI. 


To giia.yl Timothy against those seducing teachers^ and to pre- 
serve the church Ji'om their evil influence, Paul recommend'^ 
tojiin^the study of the scriptures, and great diligence in all 
the parts of his ministerial work ; rvficcting with pleasure on 
his own fidelity in the nearest views of murtyrdoyn Jor ike 
truth. 2 Tim 111. 14 -. — to the end. IV. 1—8. 


ivl.ichtlumlml learn- 

eu, aiin nast ur eii aa- , . ^ , 

iiurcd of, knowing of thoil, O 1 Itnotjij, 
whom thou 
learned them ; 


2t>m. m. U- . 2 TIMOTHY III, 14. 

I^UT euliLiiim* thou I HAVE mentioned the case of the'je wr.^tched sf.c.t. 
in the things men, who grow worse and worse, deceivifij;* vi. 

themselves most of ail. But that'— v-^ 

, O Timothy, mayest efftxtually avoid 

hast them, continue thou stedfast in the things u hich 
thou hast learnt from me, and hast believed fijj- 
' on the authority of God speakinjr in and by me; 
ky) owing froyn whom thou hast iarnt [them,] 
and what convincing proofs I have given tliee, 
both of my genera) integrity, and of that ex- 
ij And that from traordiiiary inspiration by which I teach. AndXS 
t knowing also, that the oracles of the Old Tes- 

tun^rwhhhV^^^ tament confirm the system of doctrines which I 
to make then wise have taught; of which thou must he very sen* 
unto salvation, because from thine infancy^ thou hast 

[s^in Chris^j^u^ known the sacred scriptures, in which iht' grand 
* learning of our Jewish nation' consists, and which 

are indeed most worthy of being studied by 
all, as they are able to make thee, and all that 
faithfully admit and follow their guidance, wise 
unto eternal salvation; a science infinitely no- 
bler and more important than human literature 
in its greatest refinements can pretend to teach, 
and which is to be learned only through that 
1C All scripture ii faith which IS in Christ Jesus. For the whole 16 
given by inspiration received by the Jevvish church, [/.'•] 

•fciod, and w pro- inspired,^ a yid tUevcfove, US (tmy well bo 

imagined, is profitable to the higlicst purposes. 


* from fhine tTganci/.] Hence it ap- 
pears, that little children m.i> learn some 
useful lessons from Scripture, and that 
they ought tu be early initiated into the 
study of the sacred letters ; directly con- 
trary to what the church of Rome teaches. 

^ 'Ike vJwlc scripture [a] 'divinely in- 
dued.] Grotiua translates the words. 


the uhole divineti/ inspired scripture is profit- 
ubte, &c. %vhu'h they will undoubtedly 
bear; Mid as we uny be sure that, by 
sctipture, the apoKtlc means the books 
which the Jews reecivrd as canonical, 
that version gives a true sense; but 1 
take this, which is our own, to be more 
littral. 
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Paul charges Tirnothtf to preatk the word. 


-VI. 


J^Tim 
HI. 36. 




. SECT It is fitted /m* doctrine^ as it lays down the most fitabie doctrine, 
ftindaniental principles of religion^ in the view fusint^* 

'‘t ves us the Divine nature and periections, tion in right 'ousne-i,; 
and for anniefion of those opposite errors, ^ / 
Which the licentious and perverse wit of man 
has invented in so oreat abundance, and set off 
with so many plausible arguments. It is also * 
useful for tlie reproof of irre'giilarities in prac- 
tice, which, how speciously soever they may 
be defended by the sophistry of those that 
think It their interest to plead for them, quickly 
fall before the ?iuthority of tkie Divine word. 

And when men have submitted to it, Ihey will 
also find it effectual for instruction in rightr- 
ousnrs'^^ and will be led on from ope degree of 
virtue and piety to another, with a progress 
which will continually advance in proportion to 
l^the regard they pay to that Divine book. To n That the man 
this therefore, I hope thou, O Timothy, and ofo'odmav b© per- 

cvery minister ol the gospel, will diligently ap- ....to all eood 

ply, that the furniture of the jnah oj God may works. 
be complete^ and that he may be iharoughly fit- 
ted for every good work which bis holy calling 
IV. 3. may requ re. I charge. \i hcc] thcrif ore y qow- iv. i i charge //<> 
sidering what I have urged in the former part therefore bttorcOod. 

^ ri i a'ltl the l»rcl Jesus 

of this epistle, in the most awful manner, he- c’lms:, who shall 

the groat and blessed God y and ///<? /m/ jud,'© i he quick and 
Jesus Christy his only begotten Son, who shall hi‘ 

judge the living and the dead y and pronounce on kingdom: 
them all their final and everlasting doom, at his 
last public glorious appcaranccy when the ex- 
tent a*id majesty of his kfagdom shall appear in 
full d:.%play; 1 charge thee to execute the im- 
porlant trust committed to thee with tlui strict- 
2est fidelity. For this purpose, preach the word 2 ^reachthcword 
of God with all possible sen ousnes.s and (‘tirnest- instant inseuson 
ness ; be iu'^tant in the prosecution of that good rXikeV 

work, in the stated season of religious assem- 
blies, [and] out oJ that seasony when occasional 
providences may give thee an opportunity ; 
yea, carry it into thy private conversation, in 
the intervals of tliy public labours. Endea- 
vour to convince the consciences of men, and 
to reclaim them from their erroneous princi- 
ples; rebuke them for their, irregularities and 
^** ices, without fearing the, face of any; and e,i- 
•i7 them to diligence and zeal in the perform 
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» % 

hort with all loHg- ance of tlicir , dill all loyig -suffer i tig ^ sect. 

though thou mayest not immediately see thtr (it*- .V). 
sir(?d success; anil enforce these exhortation^ 
h with all those well-known and important motives 

which the doctrine of the j^ospcl may suj.».ccst. 

3 ror^tietime will Seize the present (ipportumtv with all ea^er- :> 

Tiotcuduresomuldoc- 1 dial (he ftwe XVllt quickly ame, 

trine; but aftenheir wheu thi'j/ u'i/l Hot ctiditvc goocl and nholesome 
owii lusts shall they thinking thcmscUes above the 

SUs,haui^“iu'“ plainnoss of moral jaiid practical instruction, 1 
iiig oars; shall wantonly heap up (o theniseUes seducing 

teavhersy^ wliosi harangues shall be just accord* 
ing to ffie prejudices of their oten lusts ^ having 
notliing else to recoininend them, unless it 
perhaps a g»lare of false and r.ifcru d eloquence, 
which may gratify the vain ciiri(jsity and itching 

4 And they shall euvs of thcir hearers. And so unhappily will 4 

frnire'ntt ?nd dispose.}, that tkyMUim, auaj/ 

shall b(j tumid unto \thcir attentinn]Jrom ^vci^ne truths ot the great- 
est certainty, on vvliicli notning less than their 
.salvation depends, and shall be iurmd aside (u 
• kWo/ahlt'Sf which they eagerly drink in, under 
a fond semblance of mystery and obscure 
science, which they pretend to he veiled in 
these abstruse and enigmatical forms. 

• (hoUy () Timothy, di!igt*nt and xraich- 

afii'ictionsr do* (kings that may tend to the seciiniv of 

work of an Manure- thy charge, and prepare thyself r<*M)hitel\ toe^- 
liM, make full proof (uhersUu^ luid to ptrhnn the fnli xun /e uj' 
ot I h\ ministry. evangelist y and fully to acc^^niplfsh all the 

I’or I am now bi*anchcs of thij mints } And tlie rather, o 
j considering how soon the world will lo:>e what- 


*■ T//ry ihafilieap upfo ihetiiselva krichen.'\ 
Mr. Slaior, in hia nrigiual DrauRht, &.C. 
p. I2i), urges this a-i an aigument 

against ailoAiiig to the people the choice 
of theiT own inun-trrs , but lhat right 
i<i by no moans in question here. The 
danger there was of men’s hearkening 
to i rroneoii^ and seducing teachers, 
would, ujion e\crv miasinahle hypothesis, 
be a solid arguinont for Timoihy’s ex- 
erting himstlf to the utmost, in preaching 
llo' word, and ciideavouring to guard the 
oliurches a.i:ainst errors which might other- 
wise soon have hecomu fatally prevalent. 
1 must .add, that the expression, 

£o theimelvt's, implies, that they should be 
U^irous of such, and that they should 
meet with many of '.uch a character. 


d Aemmpthh thtj It surely 

must lit owing to a strong picpos'scssJuu 
111 favour of Dmceian i pist-opio y, ifr.rt 
the w'lrlhy person 1 incut ioued ah )v*» 
could imagine thc^'c winds coulaiucd ao 
arginiieiit foi it. He explains the M(»rds 
■5rX»K39op»r73v T»i^ Sinxo/iuv ctfj as an exhor- 
tation to la/ce upon him Uic compute ofiue 
of a bishop, because Paul himself was 
ready to quit it; not considering how i{i 
this interpretation ag.-ers with K’l^ own 
supposition, of 'rimuthy's beinc in the 
episcopal office when Paul wrote h:s first 
epistle to him. Whatevi r 'I'lrnothy 's of- 
fice weie, the argument winch P.inl sug- 
gests, of the satisfaction he found in the 
reflection on his own fidelity would b*- 
very conclusive 
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• . 

SECT, ever advantage it maj' now receive from my offered, 

perional labours ;>r 1 may well ccncliHle, from 3ep»u«r« i"VLa/ 
rrim circumstances, that / am now^ as it 

iv. 6 were, jNst ready to he offered^ to be poured out ^ > 

as a libation upon God’s altar, and the time of 
my departure is near at hand; the time when I 
shall be dismissed from this state of confinement, 
when 1 shall weigh 'anchor from these mortal 
shores, and launch into the ocean of eternity. 

7 And, while I stand on the borders of that awful « f‘avc fought a 
state, it is with unspeakable pleasure I reflect, * haveii- 

that J nave maintained the goad combat against ^ave kept the faith, 
the sharpest opposition, \\veit I have finished [my\ 

' rccc, though it has been so arduous, that I have 
kept the ho\y faith committed to my trust, and, 
with the strictest fidelity, endeavoured to pre- 
serve it free from human additions and corrnp- 
Stions. It j'emaintihy \^that] a crou'M of risih- fiift'ncoforiiithciv 
teousness and glory is laid up 'iti sure rcserve/<?r (7\ ^ 

me, which ihe Lord, the righteous Judge, who "cTswim-htiit- lII".)’ 
presides in this great exercise, with distin- the n-htoous .ludgt^ 
guished honour, before the assembled world, 
render and award to me^ in that illustrious day^*^ on!V,»mt*un*toaHihr^^^^ 
upon which our hopes and hearts are set; ami aibo that io\chi>ap 
it is tlie joy of luy soul to think, that he shall 
net assign it to nie alone^ but to all them also u ho 
, hn e the thoughts of his final appearance to the 
universal judgment, and are, or shall be making 
a w ise aiid pious preparation for it. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Chap. Bfhoi.o this blessed man, this prisoner, this martyr of Christy 
appealing in his chains, and, in the near views of a\iolL»nt 
death, more truly majestic anti happy, than (’lesar on his imperial 
throne ! Blevseii man indeed; who could look upon the pouring 
forth of his blood, as the libatmn of a sacrifice of tljanksgiving, 
on which Ih* could call tor the congratulations of his friends, ra- 
ther than their condolence: who could loosen from these mortal 
shores, and set sail for eternity wdib a shout ! O may we all be 

• In that Bay,'] 'Chis text will ceriatoly parate state. And fih<»n the many texts, 
pro^o, that the* great and most glorious which have been so often urged in pr<K)f 
reward of faithful Christians is referred of that happiness, are consi- 
to the day of general judgment. But it dered. it is surprising that any stress can 
would be very precarious to argue from be laid on the objection which has been 
hence, that there sh.iil be no preHbaiwn drawn from such passages as this, 
and Qtiticipaikn of this happiness in a se- 
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excited by his example to fight the ^ ‘ light, to finish oor sterei 

course, to keep the faith, in the view of that crown of 
ousners which is not reserved only for Paul, or for ministers 
and Citrisi'kins of the first rank, who have been ctninent for tlicg 
most distinguished services, but for all who love flirist’s ap-* 
j)(;j}rai«:c, and whose hearts are thoroughly reconciled to his go- " 
vernment ! 

May we therefore be watchful in all things. May wc endure 
every affliction which God shall lay in oiir way, and fill up wiUi 
proper services every station in wdjich vve are fixed. Let the ini- i 
jiisters of Christ attend to this solemn charge, before (iocl and the i 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall jujge both the quick and the dtmd, 
at his appearance and in his liingdoin. Tlicy are as' much con- 
cerned in this judgment as Timotliy or Paul; their own eternal 
state is in (juestion, and none can have greater reason than them- 
selves to be impressed with it. Let as many therefore as are 2 
called to it l)y Divine Providence and grace, preach the word 
with zeal and fervency, as well as fidelity ; let them be instant 
jn season, and out oL season, with a resolution tempered with 
gentleness, and supported by firm faith in him, wlio entrusts them 
with the mt?ssage. And let the petulancy of men, which indis-3 
poses them to endure sound docirine, yet makes them need it 
so much the more, be considered bv them as an engagement to 
greater zeal, rather than an ex'cuse for remissness. 

'Plmt they may be animated to it, and furnished for it, tho- Ch. lii. 
jougldy furnished for every good work incumbent upon them, as 
men oi' (jod, a l)ec()ming reverence is to be maintained for the 
divinedy inspired scriptures, apparently profitable ftir doctrine 
and reproof, for correction, and instruction in riglit(*ousness. 

Let us all esteem it our great happiness, if from chihlren we have K"* 
been acquainted with tliem; let us study them diligently, and 
.t 3 j\e faithful care to deliver them down to tho^c thac ari^* utter 
, us, as the oracles of that eternal wisdom by which wc and they 
may be made wise to salvation. ; 

SECT. VIL 

T/nr apostle concludes with requesting Timothy to come to him^ 
givin^\^iim au account oj the manner in which he hady in his 
iate appearance before the heathen magistrate at liornCy been 4 
deserted by meUy but supported by Christ; and adding some 
particular salutations and directions. 2 'I’iin. IV. 9 , — to the 
end. 


2 Tim. IV. 9. 
jQO thy diligence to 


2 TIMOTHY IV. D. 

J MIGHT add much more on tl)is orcasion, 
but tlw hope I have of seeing thee ere long, 



454 P aul urges Timothy to come to km, arid fyring Mark with him. 

SECT, makes me the easier ii , omitting it. I cannot shortly unto 
but be very desirous of such an interview. En~ 

'3Ti^ tlierefore by all means to come to me 

IV, 10 . here at Home, as quickly as possible. For I lorbrDymashatb 
need the assistance and company of such a faith* ?>«> having 

ful friend, as I have met with very unworthy alT^, droru 
treatment from some who ought to have acted td uDto i' hebrialuni- 
in a very diflerent manner. And \ must parti- ^'^escens toGa- 
culariy inform tlice, that Demas hath forsaken 
Wf/ havinff loved the present worlds and fol- 
" lowed another way, as his secular views invited 

' him. In pursuit of these, he tiffone to Thessa- 

lonica^ as Cresceyisx^ to Galatia, and 7Y/wj, for 
whom thou knowest I have a very high regard, 
is gone to Dalmatia, Luke alone, Vfhost faith- ii Only Luko i' 
fill friendship I have long experienced, is still with me. l ake 
with me, I desire thou wouidest taket\xG first op- 
portunity of engaging the company of fitable to me for ti.p 

[flUf/'J bring him along with thee, for he is useful ministry. 
to the advancement of my ministry among the 
. Gentiles, having often attended both Barnabas 

^-and me in our progress amongst them. 'J’hou And Tyrbii ns 
wilt perceivi', by what I have just been saying, ^ 
what reason I have to wish for the society of an 
approved Christian friend and brother, at a time 
when 1 am left thus de.stitute: yet, preferring the 
edification of the church of Christ to any per- 
sonal consideration of my own, I have sent Ty- 
chicus to Kphesns, where I some years ago left 
thee, to take care of the flourishing church 
which 1 planted there, and with some of whosfe 
members I have had so long and intimate an ac- .. . 

quaintai ce. When thou tomest hither, as I ir> The doak that, 
hope thou quickly wilt, I desire thou w'ouldest atTroas with 
remember to bring [with thee] that cloak ^ comtst brin'-^ uith 


13 


uhich I left at the house of ovi' friend Carpus, in 


“ Den, os hath fojsaken me.] I think 
VC can neither be certain, that Demay 
way c\er a g;ood man, from Paul’s speak- 
ing r/f him, one whom in the judgtneut 
of oharify be hoped to be .so, nor can we 
certainly infer from his dii.honuiirablc 
conduct on tins occn^i u, I hat he totally 
apostatised from Chrisitiainty, and much 
less that be never returned to a sense of 
it any more. John Mark had once acted 
a part very like this, vet was evidently 
restored to tlie esteem of our apostle. 


Compare Act * xv. 38, with the next verse 
of this chaptei 

^ Jiri'ig rvith : that c/odn.'j D 

here signifies f or mantle^ it, is, as 
Grotiusjnstly <tbscrves, a pr(‘of of Paul’s 
poverty, that he had occasion to send "^o 
far for such a garment, which probably 
vas not quite a new oue. But some iin> 
derstand by it, either a parchment- wll, or 
something like a por/waw/eau, the contPni<^ 
of which might be mure important than 
the thing itself. 



\ Paul was deserted hf all in his^ first apobgy; - 44 ^. 

"ikee, and the books, Troas,’^ when I passect .firough it the last time, sec*.- 

*“* **** britig. also books which I left there, v». 

parchment,. parchments.^ . 

U A^xanier^he When 1 speak of these parts, I cannot for- 
copper-smnh did me bear tolliiipr thee, X\vM Alexander the bruzict'^ 
inmh cvji; tbe Lord hrousht many cvi/s aii(J mischiefs upon me, 
ma lo bis workin * doubt not but the Lord^ who exorcises a 

guardian care over me as his faithful servant, 
will sooner or later rextard him daordinif to his 
works. May it be an instructive and merciful 
discipline, to reform rather than to destroy liim. 

1.0 Of whom be xlgaimt whom^'m tlie mean time, be thou aho^^ 
thou ware also : for particularly upon thy guard, or thou mayest re- 
stood'ou^rToVdJ**'” ccive mucb detriment from him; /or he hath 
not only d<jne me a great deal of personal in- 
jury, but iiath greatly withstood our xvords^ and 
taken every measure in his power to prevent 
the progress and advancement of the gospel, 
which is indeed wounding me in the most ten- 
der and sensible part* 

i(S At my first an- In my first opotogy before the prefect of the 16 
swer iio man stood city, no man^ of all the Christians here at Home, 
ibwor meV" appeared with me, for my countenance and sup. 
r,v/ih:ititmay notbe PP**!) but ally either through treachery or cow- 
i.iid to thc*ir charge. iiV(\\cie,/orsook uieJ May it not be charged to 


« At 7 r.j/>r, I Sec the Introduotion to 
this cpi.sile, p. 4'2I. 

^ 1 he lmrthmvnt\.\ Bishop Hiti tliiiiks 
thcff* pau-hments might bo a kind of cum’ 
v)on pliu'e IhHtki in winch ihc apostle in- 
serted hints and extracts of whi**^ seemed 
ouM remarkable in (he am hors he read.' 

* Alfxavder the hraz et.] 7'h« name 
<.r Alexander was so common, that we 
caEii'jt certainly sav, whether tins were 
the perspii mentioned Acts xiw 53, or 
1 'Vim. i. v20 ; but what is here said of 
this brazier, agrees so well with lhl^ pas- 
sage, that 1 think it probable it rcf« rs to 
the same man. What we know of Paul’s 
character must lead us to conclude, that, 
if he meant not the fuUow'ing words as a 
mere pre'mdtion, he did not however wish 
evihto him, a^; eivil, but only that he 
might be so animadverted upon, as to 
prevent the contagion of his bad example 
from spreading in the church, and bring 
him to repentance and reformation, that 
K'> lie might be preserved from linal dc- 
siniction. 

f Ait men fmmk me.^ Many l ircum- 
stonces make it a'»tonishjng, that Paul 


should have been deserted the f'lir's- 
tians at Komo, in thi.s exlrcuiity. W'iicu 
hr wrote his epistle to the church there, 
which must have been ten years before 
thi>, he speaks of their as cflclu at- 
ed though the loorfd; (Pom i. ?.) lie 
salutes a vast Dumber of illn.'^U'i ai^ put- 
&pn.s by Dame, and lueution^ many of 
them as his particular JtH'nds\ (xvi. 5— 
l/i.) and we may assure oursel\es, that* 
during the two yeais he spent there in 
hired house, when access wa^ granted to 
all that desired it, the numltrr, and pro- 
b.ibly the zeal, of Chri.siiari coriveiis 
would be greatly cncreased; as indeid hi 
expressly assures the Philippians that it 
was, and that some of Cirsar's palace was 
added to them. (Phil. i. 12 — I iv.27.) 

AVe are ready to say, How then was ir 
possible be should be tlmsfoi.s jJ en.^ Rut 
there is a material rirenni'-tauc*', seldom 
taken nntic.* of in this rounuiion, wh cli 
arroiints 111 a griat measure for what 
might otherwise appear so strange. (Ue- 
inent the companion of Paul, iniurms u.s, 
that he sijftrred martvniom nmlcr tlic 
gov'-nors, (as Bishop IV ir^on and L'Kn* 
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But Christ sfr vigtheried and delivered him. 


.STim. 

av. 


SECT, their nccmnit^ as an ins. ^ice of unfaithfulness 
. to our common Master! Yet I v»;as not left, Notwithstand- 
'entirely .lestitnte, but can say it with |rreat plea- 
sure, that the Lord Jesus Christ stood by me^and th«Tled^e;;tbat by 
’ strengiki'ned me witli that inward fortitude of th« preaching 
soul which no human support could havfc in- 
spired ; that by me the preaching [oj hts gvapel] the aemilcs might 
might be carried on xvith confidences^ and [/Ad/] and i was iie- 
all tha mtions might hear ; Jiot l made my de- l°on 

fence in a manner, that will, I donht not, bo 
taken notice of, and reported abroad, much to 
the advantage of that sacred ^iise, which is 
dearer to me than my lift?* And though this 
plain and faithful testimony did indeed expose 
me to great danger, yot I was for the present 
rescued^ like Daniel, out of the mouth of the lion; 

50 that, fierce as he was, God did not suffer him 
to devour me, \Vhen he seemed to have mo at 

18 his mercy. And^ lam confident, xXvM. the Lord 

whose power and faithfidness are always the ^“"/ev.'wmkland 
same, will rescue me from what I fear much pn serve w«? unto 

more than any thing this body can suffer, oven heavenly king 
from every evil work; will strengthen me against 
the most pic^sing and violent temptalioiii: so ever. Amen. 

, that I shall do nothing unbe'coming my Chris- 
tian iaitli, or ministerial office, and thus will pre- 
- serve and conduct [///<?] to his heavenly kingdom 
with peace and triumph ; to him therefore [be] 
glory for ever^und ever. Amen, 

19 I must conclude with desiring thee to salute ^'*^*'*^'‘* 

Priscilla and Aquilaf^ those dear friends, with Ai^uiia, ana th, 


brt 

and 


fantexphui: tirt^rajv tfyvfjLtfih.',;) 

that iijf ?ib they under^faiKl ir, when Nei • 
gftnu into Greece, and had left tne 
governmenr of the eify to 'IV^llinus and 
Sabintis, prefect s, of the pra*torwii jjuard, 

. and that tn'>ni»ter Deiiiib. If tbi.s he al- 
lowed, it fixes the d^ath of Paul to A. D. 
fc'6, «»r Blit the cruel p<*rtecution 
whii h Nero bad raised against tbeCbria- 
tiitiis at Kome, (in #hich they were wor- 
ried in the skois of w'iid beasts, aiul burnt 
alive for a kind, of public illumination,) 
was, accoiding to.Tacitus, at feast two 
years before this. It is possible*, tliere- 
fore, that many of thu excellent persons 
mentioned above, inigtit liuvc snflered 
death for tiicir religion, or, according^ to 
our f.ord’s advice, x. 23,)h£i\e re- 

tired fo a distance from Tlome. The 
Ai’iatic Christians, who camo with Paul, 
A:> il scfois, tj rally the broken lematub' 


of this once celebrated church, acted a 
mean part in desciting Paul, as the other 
Chrislianb of the place did. But it is 
less surprising upon the supposition 
above, that it would otherwise have ap- 
peared; and It might be among the first- 
fruits uf that sad apostasy which Vltrin- 
ga, (as was ehewhere observed,) supposes 
to have he.iicun in the time of Vero, and 
continued to that c f Trajan. Sec note * 
on 2 Tim. iii. 1. 

e Cttmvd on znth confidence. \ .So the 
original 'a>.*t;o^ofnOrt here signifies. Calvin 
truly observes, that it was a glorious tes- 
timony to the honour of Christianity, 
that tliti ajKistle could thus courageously 
maintain it, when all his fnenih forsook 
him, and his efiewiief were so fiercely rag- 
ing against him. 

h hiicitla and Aqnila ] I’his has often 
been ui 2 ‘<;d. as a conclusive argument 



He desires Timothy to sah, i> his friends. 


hausebold of Oussi 
phorus. 


•0 Erastus abode 
at ('orinth : but I lo* 
phi Til us ha\e I left at 
MiieLuin ^ick. 


Dothydilipence 
to (.ome l)r}’ui t' win- 
Mulmlu-. t:ioftteth 
thec, am! I'udi'iis, 
and l.inus, and Clau- 
dia, jtid all tliu bre- 
tlllTU. 


'riio Lord Jo- 
•us Christ Zt(' vithtiiy 


■ whom I have bad so sTgreeable an acquaintance 
and intcrcohrse these many years; and also the 
Jamily of good Onedphorus, In my last jour- 
ney through Asia and Greece I had tht? afflic- 
tion to part with some of our common friends, 
whose conversation and company would have 
been very desirable, had Providence permitted 
it. Eraslus \n particular C’m/jM/awd20 

Trophimus I left sick at Miletus nor did the 
Lord, who hath made mo an instrument of mira*^ 
culous healing U' so many strangers, permit me 
at that time to Ife so to him. Endeavour tliere- 21 
fore, as I am deprived of these agreeable friends, 
and surrounded with so many dangers and ene- 
mies which "threaten my life, to come to me be^ 
fore winter} Several Christians here at Rome 
desire I would send their comrnendiitioiKi to 
thee; and in particular Eubulus salutes ihee^ 
and Pudnis^ and Liuus^ and Claudia^ and in- 
deed all the brethren in gent'rai. My heart is, 22 
us at all times, full of the teiiderest affection for 
tiiec; which I cannot express better than by 
jiruying, as I most sinceri'ly do, that the Lord 
Jcuis Christ himself may [be] ever present with 


to provp that '\ iniotliy wa^ now a! Fphe- 
<us, biMMiiso il vas Hurt that AfHillos 
mir with ihcii!, but tlu'y 

iiiulit li.iN t* n*iii(jvedt'r«»iii tlicmu*, aslhuy 
Hi I ti'ici Curiiith, to ubioh place they 
(M!iu‘ until first baaibheU frutn Kuinc. 
lb. ‘2. 

' ' .;ts'u\ufH)de (it Cu7i‘it//y ^c.] Ji i* 
pr> I'llc tii.ii this was liis> native nty, or 
at b a.*,' a pl.ico whero bt* b.ul -i staicti 
charge. Sre Ro:n. xvi; '2.'}. ft .«< uni’^, bv 
tills rlai:sr\ ilj'-jt he wa*; in Paul’'; coiii- 
p.inv wlu n he )>art(Ml with I'lrn'itliv, as if 
I'i liki'ly ) rupi'iuJM.s .tIsM was. Aiul, as 
n uie caa supjvsi^ I'anI wtsubJ lidvc iiicn- 
timird tfies 9 thiiijs to 'riinoUiy in this 
coniierti'-n, if vln-v ha<l happened many 
years bef to, Ik I'- xj't '2‘2.) 1 look 'ipoii 
thw } 1 B a ver% miati T iai arxiiTiinit to pro^e 
that he til nind into tlK’.>e easte-'iii |Mit.s, 
between his lirst and second impii- 
fc(»nmt‘nt at Ib^rno: thoiii(h probably, if 
Jie eviT saw Kplicnis aprain, most of the 
ministers of that and the lud^hbimnni; 
pl.if s, with whom ho had the crlc*"‘ali'd 
iiiiorvk w at Mill lus nuntionod .\ct' xx. 
wpic I ither iload or removed. .Sce ver. 
tii j,- uotff, and \hi. ny!c% V'ol IH- p. 


and 307. Compare the Introduction 
lo the first epistle to 'I’imothy, p. 'M. 

^ left nek I It has been icry justly 
argued from this text, thai a power of 
working fuiracles did not always u.sidc 
in th(‘ aposdes; and indeed, if it Imd, 
one can hardly imagine that any goixl 
and useful in. in w'ould h.i\e heeii sick, 
and died uiidci thnr not icc, whn ]| would 
hivf been ijiiite incoiisi frnt with the 
S'dicnu* of IVuM<Icii'’c. 'rirnuthv’s fre- 
ipuwit nitirniitics ailord a fiother argu- 
ment to tlic 'lame purpose. Coiiipjire 
Acts. xiii. 21. not*', vol. ill p. Ill, Ibit 
such good 111 * 11 as tI'Cnc did not need I lie 
innac d'Ui t- ire of thi'jrown cli^ti inpers, 
to coiiibni thi'ir faiifi in the gospel. 

* ("otne.Jo me lelWt Rishop 

Llovd inliis I’uncral Stain m for llishop 
Wilkins, |>. b comparing woh this text, 
Ueb. xiii. 2:3, cmicl'.dfi' that '.'luiotliy 
did conic, and w.is ^ei/ed at I. me, and 
eunfiiicd louder than Paul him^Llf hio if 
seems much more piohable that thcepiy* 
Ue to the Hibicw^ va- wiittea iluriiig. 
PauPa ^prst iinpris- iiinont, and eoiue- 
queuUy seveial years before thi*^- 



'if, 

4SS R^ectivns on Pdi^' .y. behig deserted in his apology; 

SECT, thy spirit and shed abroad those sanctifyinjr, spirit. Grace 6c with 
f|uickcnino[, and comforting influences of Di- Amen. 

^ vine grace, which may fit thee for all thou hast 
IV. under thy Christian and mini- 

sterial character. And, wherever this finds thee, 

1 desire thou wouldst assure my fellow-Chris- 
tians that I wish them well. May grace [Ae?] 
tcith you all, as your circumstances recjuire, to 
render you mor<? eminenily useful in the pre- 
sent stale, and prepare for you complete and 
everlasting happiness in the nJ^xt. Amen, 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Or this our prayer for ourselvjes and our friends, that tlie 
Vcr. of our Lord Jesus Christ may be uith their spirits and 

ours; that, though we have not seen him hero, ludthercan se^ 
him, we may ever feel his vital presence, and may live* and act 
as ever near him, and as conscious that he is ever with us 
I'? Then may w^e promise ourselves that, while he stands by us, \vc 
shall be strengthened, how weak soever wv are in ourselves ; tfiui 
we shall be comforted, whoever may desert ns ; that we shall he 
iSrescued froQi the exiremest dangers, delivend out <f the mouth 
of the infernal lion^ and safely preserv(d to lus hcavenlij kingdom. 

That such ac()nfcs.sor as the holy apostle St. Paul should have 
been deserted, at the time of his apology, vvlien there must have 
been so large a number of Christians at Rome, may justly ap- 
pear one of the most surprising circumstances recorded in the 
y sacred liistory. It teaches us to cease from man, and to repose 
ourselves with some caution upon the friendship of the very 
best. It teaches us to watch over ourselves^ lest the fear ot 
vian siioald bring a mare upon us, (Proy. xxix. 25.) and lead 
us to 1) asluimeci of Christ in his ineinhers. It concurs will; Jie 
apostasy of Demas, to waru us that we beware of loving this 
lOpresent world, and keep our eyes more steadily fixed on a better, 
ill winch our highest interest lies, and by regarding winch, our 
souis will acquire a certain uniform tenor, that will prove theii' 
honour and their safety. 

'I’he readiness of Paul, amidst such a dearth of true and faith- 
19^ I2fu| friends, to part with those that yet remained, when he 
thought the service of Christianity required it, is an amiable and 
instructive part of liis character. 'I'liey know not the heart of a 
man, and the duly of a Christian aright, who know not that even 
the tender and iViondly passions are to be guarded against, and 
admitted no farther than reason and religion will warrant; and 
that such society as is far dearer to us than any animal deliglit, 
or secular accommodation, is often to be given up, that ouj 
fick lity to God may be approved. 



awi on the concern he expresst^/or his boQks. * 450 ' 

» ■ 1 

Once more, it is obvious to remark, Paul, though favoured sect. 
with such extraordinary degrees of Divine inspiration, sets a pro- vii. 
per value upon books, and expresses a great concern about their 
being s^^afoly conveyed to him. Let iib therefore pity t!)e igno- V 
raiu e, rather than imitate the enthusiasm and madness of those 
learning at defiance, especially in the ministers of the 
gospel. Let us thankfully acknowledge the Divine goodness, in 
having furnished us with so niaiiv excellent writings of wise 
and pious men in all ages ; and let us entjeavour, by frequent 
conveise with them, to improve our furniture, that our 'profiting 
viay appear unto all vien. Yet let us all remember that, how large 
and well-chosen soever our library may be, the sacred volume 
is of infinitely greater importance than all tliat Greece, oi' 
Kome, or Ijritain has produc ed, or the umted labours of all the 
best of men who have written since it was concluded. And let 
ih(' Christian minister remember, that the two epistles, through 
which wc have now pasted, and that which we are next to sur- 
vey, arc to be esteemed by him amongst the most edifying and 
important parts even of that incoinparalile and Divine book. 
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PAK APHIlASlv AND NOl’KS 

TIIF 


KPISTLE OF PAUL 11 IF. APOSl LI' 

ro TI rus. 

I ‘'ITl’S, to whom this epistle is aiUlressed, wiis a 
(irc'ck, (Oal. ii. 3); and was prohuhly convi'rlcd 
to Cliristianily hy St. I’aul, as we may conclude tVoin 
the title lie ^j-ives liini of hisoii'n so)i aflcr i/u’ comimm 
Jiiif/i, ( fit. i. 4); thonjfh the particular time oi hi'< con- 
version cannot be asceitaint*d. — The earliest account ol‘ 
him \M* meet with (tor Luke docs not once mention his 
name in the Acts,) is in Gal. ii. 1, where the apostle 
says, he took him with him iVom Antioch to Jerusalem, 
fourteen years at'lcr his conversion, to attend the grand 
cj'mcil that was held there, in the year 4t) j and, as 
Titus was of Gentile parents, and consequently nneir- 
cumci.sed, St. Paul would not suffer him to submit to 
that rite, that he might not seem to abridge the liberty 
of the Christian Gentiles, (ver. 3.) 

Some years alter tlris, we find the apostle had sent 
itim to^^orinth, (9 Cor. xii. 18,) to inquire into the state 
of things in that church, and particularly to learn what 
elfeet his former letter had produced. The intelligence 
Titus brought St. Paul at his return, gave him the 
highe.st satisfaction, as it far exceeded all his expecta- 
tions; (chap. vii. 6. 13.) and, as Titus had expressed a 
particular regard for the Corinthians, he thought pro- 
per to send Iiiin back again, with some otliers. to hasten 
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the collection for the poor Ciiristiaus in Jutlea; (chap, 
viii. 6.) After this, we hear no> more mention of him, 
till he is spoken of in this epistle, as having been with 
St. Paul in Crete. — It appejirs, that the apofcile had a 
very great regard for him, not only from his a|)pointing 
him to take care of the church he had planted in Cre?e^ 
but from the manner in which he speaks of his discharg- 
ing the commission he gave him to tlic Corinthians, and 
the honourable term.s in which he recommends him to 
them as hix fyjrtner nwl fcllon.-hdper ; (chap. viii. 23.) 

This epistle was most prob:'l>ly writtim in some part 
of St. Paul’s last progress throtigh (he Asiatic churches, 
between his first and second in.prisomnent at Rome ; 
and consequently the last of his epistles, except the se- 
cond to 'I'lmothy: but nothing can bo certainly deter- 
mined, either as to its date, or the place from whence 
it was sent; for though the spurious postscript supposes 
it to have been written from Nicopolis, ycllhe contrary 
seems to be plainly intimated, chap. iii. 12; as the apos- 
tle says not, I propose to winter here, (which would 
have been most natural, if he had resided there wlieu 
he was writing,) but there; which sliews he was at that 
time in some other place. — However, it is ])lain Titus 
was at Crete when he received it, where St. Paul had 
left him, to settle the church he had e.stal)lished there, 
and carry on thp work he had begun. Accordingly the 
greatest part of the episile is taken up in giving hiip di- 
rections for the more su'.’cessful discharge of his minis- 
try amongst them ; and particularly for his behaviour 
towards tliose corrupt Judaizing teachers wdio endi'a- 
vourod to jiervert the faith and disturb the peace of the 
Christian church. 

The apostle, after a short introduction, in which (agree- 
ably to the dfsign of tb^'epistle, he intimates thal he was 
commissioned by Christ to preach the gospel to the Gen- 
tiles, reminds Titus of the special reasons for wliich he 
left him at Crete, and directs him on vvhat principles ho 
was to act in the ordination of thoi^eCItristian ministers 
who were to take the oversight of particular churches; 
representing them as persons not only ofa blumele.ss, but 
exemplary character, who should be emincut for their 
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piety, and for every ifoeial and personal virtue, as well 
as thoroiijrhly established in the Christian faith; chap. i. 
!**-!♦. And, to make Titus more sensible of the necessity 
ot iisin;^ this prcCauliou, he puts him in mind of those 
sed'^eing Judaiziuf^ teaehers with w'hieh that clinrch was 
infested; who, under the mask of greater zeal and know- 
ledge than others, conc<*aled the grossest corruption of 
morals, and whose mischievous attempts were the more 
likely to succeed, consideri ig the general character of 
the Cretans. Such therefore he directs him to reprove 
with great severity, and, ‘in opposition to their false and 
dangerous tenets, a«lvis.& him to accommodate his e.\- 
hortations to the ditferifent sorts of persons with whom 
he conversed, according to their respective sexes, ages, 
and circumstances. And to give the greater weight to 
his iustruetious, he admonishes him to he himself an 
example of wh.it he tairght, and hy tlie purity of his 
doctrine, as well as the innocence ofdiis conduct, to. 
silence his opponents, vcr. 18, to the end. Chap, ii. 
1-— 8. St. Paul then proceeds to urge on Titus, a care 
to instruct servants in the duties of their station, that 
they might, according to their sphere, do an honour to 
the religion tiny professed ; and represents the obliga- 
tion they wore under to such a conduct, from the great 
design of the guspcl-institnlion, and our Saviour’s sui- 
ferings and death, which was to deliver mankind from 
.sin, and form them to universal holiness in heart and 
life, ver. 0, to the end. — Agreeably to this view of reli- 
gion, the apostle exhorts I'itus to enforce subjection to 
he civil magistrate, and a readiness' to all good works; 

> caution against censoriousness and contention, and 
^commend a meek, peaceable, and forgiving temper: 
vhich he intimates might the more rcasouahly be ex- 
pected Irom Christian Gentiles, ijs before their conver- 
sion their character had been so Corrupt. I'his leads 
him to acknowledge the grace of God in Christ, to 
which all Christians were indebted for the change pro- 
duced in them, and fdvthe' hOj)esofsalvation they were 
taught to entertain; from whence he takes occasion to 
remind Titus of the imphrtarted of insisting upon the 
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great doctrines of [iractical religion, in opposition t< 
those emj)ty speculations and ilscloss controversies to 
which some were attachi'd. In the close of the epjstlev 
he directs him how to proceed with respect to h6reti- 
cal tciu liers; and having expressed Ins desire to seoKijn 
at Nicopolis, wliere he proposed to winter, he con- 
cludes nith a general salutation; chap. iii. 1, to the 
end of the o|)istIo. 

Upon a review of this, and the two epistlesfo 'Pimothy, 
it is natural to reflect how much they tend to illustrate 
and confirm the internal evidence of Christianity. — It 
has bei'ii often observed, and \-"ry justly, that nothing 
sets tlu“ characters of great men in so true a light as their 
letters to their particular friends: while they are acting in 
the eye of the world they frerpiently appear in disguise, 
and (he real motives of their conduct li(' out of sight; 
hut in the'ir familiar correspondence they open their 
minds with freodorn, and throw oil' all reserve. If 
therefore any should ohject to the argument drawn 
from St. Paul’s ejiistles to llie ehurciics, tlial, as they 
were designed for the public \icw, he woulil he upon 
Ills guard, not to let any expression esea[)e liim tliat 
niiglil give the world an nnfavoiirahle idea of liimsclf 
or the cause in which (n* was engaged; yet certainly, 
when he is writing, as in this and llie iwt) former epis- 
tles, to his most intimate fiicmds, who were embarked 
with him in the same chsign, and with whom therefore 
he could use the utmost confidence, we may reasonably 
expect to find him disclosing his real sentiments, stri])ped 
of all artifice and disguise. — And now, upon the most 
accurate and impari'al ex^miination of these epistles, 
wiiat do we discover? Can we traee any marks of in- 
.sincenty and imposture ? Does tlie apostle wear any 
other character Ilian that in whieli he had appeared to 
the wliole world ? Does he drop the l(;a;-.i hint that r an 
lead one so much as to suspect that he had been only 
acting a part, and imposing U()on mankind? Can we 
perceive the least shadow ot inconsistency between the 
views he gives of religion in these and his other writings? 
Is there any' thing like that double doctrine which sd'ir'e 
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iiavc charged upon the ancient philosophers r — On the 
contrary, is it not most evident, that he founded his own 
hopes, and formed his own conduct, upon tlie very same 
])rinclplcs which he rccoimneoded toothers; that he had 
no views of secular intert.'st or ambition to gratify, and 
was influenced by no othermotives than those which he 
openly avowed in the face of the world: in a wonl, that 
his characlf'r, as well as his doctrine, w’as consistent and 
uniform, and his intvard sentiments the same with his 
outward profession ? The instructions he gives his 
friends for the exercise ef their oflice had nothing of 
art or sublilly, but were all plain and .-.impic, and cen- 
tered i)» that grand design of advancing the interests of 
religion and the liappiness of mankind, which ever lay 
near his lit art: and so far is he from flattering them 
M’ith the prospect of any vvorhllv advantage, tliat he 
exhorts them to he ready, after liis example, to sacrifice 
every tt'inporal interest, ami even life itself, in the cause 
they had under taki'ii to support. 

Now if this be allowetl a just representation of the 
case, it will certainly follow, tliat the apostle was him- 
self thoroughly persuaded of the truth and iinpoitance 
of those doctrines he had taught: and since it may he 
easily proved, (hat the evidence on which he built his 
faith was of ::>iich a nature, as to exclude all jiossibility 
of viistaliVi we may safely conclude, upon the credit of 
his testimony tilonc, (had we no other argumenisto pro- 
oiirc,) that tlie Clirislian religion is not a cnnninghj de- 
-■ised /'able, formed to answer the ambitions or interest- 
’d vii A S of its authors, but that it is indeed the power of 
(fod, and the wisdovi o/' (Jod. • 
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SECT. L 


Paul, after a proper introduction, reminds Titus of the special 
reasons for which he left him in Crete; and directs him on 
what principles he should act in the ordination of those Chris^ 
tian ministers who were to take the oversight of particular 
churches. Tit. I. I— 9. 


TliCo 1 . 1. 

T>\l'L, a servant of 
God, and an apos- 
of Jesus Christ, 
icoording to the faith 
of God’b elect, and 
t'le acknowledging of 
ti e truth which is af- 
ter godliness ■ 


0 In hope of < ter- 
nal life, which God, 
that cannot lie, pro- 


TITUS 1. 1. 

'"jpHIS epistle is written by Paul, a servant of 
the one living and true God, and an apostle *• 
e/'his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, for tbe^ 
advancement of the faith • of God*s chosen peo* 
pie, and to promote the acknowledgment of the 
truth of the gospel; that divine doctrine which 
[/j] according to godliness, and has the greatest 
tendency to promote the interest of the true 
religion in all its branches; Whilst it exhibits, 2 
in so clear a manner, the hope of eternal life, 
which God, who cannot lie, nor deceive any of 


* I'ot rc faiths &c.] This is the pro- which bis labours tended. romparc 
pr. MF iification of xeila wiov, in this 1. Tim, vi. 3. See H^pb- k'’ iiti 
coniitction, which expresses the end to loc. 
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470 Paul ikdan's hi. commission to preach the gospel. 

I 

sr.cT. ills ci\‘atnr(!s, hafh not only, as under the for- 
*• incr ciisjjcnsatiun, intimated to iis,,l)iit express- 
iy prowi^rd to ail hclievu-s, in eonsecpience of 
thosr j^roat i‘n^'a::^einents jiUo whicli he (‘iitered ^ • 

unli his Son, under the character of our Surety 
and \\i‘d\\'l^^ev,dipln)r liif it'otdJ beiian^\ OY {‘me . ^ 

nas divnJed imId these r< vo!\ing periods which 

3 measure out its succcedimj: a^es. I'lKr plan l"Mf h.itii in anr 

was disiiueiiv drawn in his aii-coinprehensive 
ni'Hul; /'«/ lio /litfh i\mv 7 )uin>J,strd \\., in hi^o'^n )'„?!drh’,'f'oTmmu 
due and well-chosen /nnr^ hy his word; which t( (i iiiito iiir, ai COicK 
adiniiTuiers to u.s tluit glorious hope, /ji/ ///c pub- ^ i»an«l- 

lic pri’tU'i/io!^ and declaration of it, wii/i :phich \ *'"*'^* 

I was inf rusted^ according to the commandniciU 
and sovereign pleasure 0/ (iod our AS'avioiir. 

4 And 1 address tliis epistle fi/iy] ifc- 4 To 'rit« 
ni/inr son, according to the tenor of tlie common 
faith, even that Christian faith to which J 
the tia[)|)incss or converting thee: to whom, iVonK 
vvirli an alVeclion becoining a father in (’brisl, I n 
iinfcigncdly wisli every desirable blessing, even “ 

*/ra(y, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, 
and the [^ovd JesUs Christ our Sai iour ; by 
w'iiom wo obtain an interest in him, and bo['e 
fiU- that eternal salvation from him, with 
i!o inheritanci' on earth is by any means worthy 
to be conjjiarcd. 

Ff}' this can^c I left thee in Crete, tbongli I 
could have been so heartilv glad of tby company 
in my travels, t hat thou 'mightest set in order the m ’ 'oilier 
/ 'lings xehich were deficient tfierc, as I could not thin^^s tii.e .nr 
.'lay h^r.r enough myself l) reduce them into and oi- 

so reguiar a state as 1 coul(J have wished ; and 
pariicularly, that thou mightest ordain elders 
in eirr?/ nij/ in which Christian churches are 
planted, to whom the stated .versight o< tlicm 


l<oid 

lu !sa\iour 


I or Llii 


t' Vtfi 're the \ M Arirffw.] It srcniH 
ii.'ore natural to rdci* tht}> to ilie promise 
tiMfio l>v Hu- J^'sj^tihor to Ciii iat, in tho <{*- 
. of than, with Mr. Hv- 

inPix lo explafii it ofihf piomixc made, 
(jii ckly atrer the vreafna. to our lallen 
parcui^; lii. I!>. See Kymrr <»f 

itiiv. Uol. p, 

Ofd'/in ciders 7n /.verf fv///.] Thri**; 
w'ro an hundred oitM-s in the island of 
ti'/te, th<ninh its dimtuu ions were not 


very hrt;e; Nut it is well known, that 
every eonsidrjrablc hjwn wase.illeda c/»v 
hy the aii'uents It is likely. Hi t 
some eon;4rep‘aUans were ‘^eltletl under 
proper niinlster.'* while wa^ aimmi* 

them; but thfre were oHier-. no! so pro- 
vided, and the intcrpo'-ilion of '•0 wise 
and jiood a man as 1 itii-», prnhalily hon- 
oured with such extraordiii.iry sifts, 
would, no doubt, have great weight on 
sueb an ooca?ion. 



A bishop must be blameless, as the stacard of God, Sec. 471 


‘'Ity, as I had ap- 
[jointod the#'. 

6 If anv man he 
bldinele-^s, tlni lui'.- 
hind'tl one -vii’. ,h,*\- 
iii^^ faithfi:! I '.ihhcti, 
ni#t ariiuM d of riot, 
of^^MruIy 


'I i'nr.i hi'iliopmo'it 
be hi inn l»*sb, a', the 
j»i<-svanl ni ( !(i(l ^ not 
^L'lt w illi (1 nut soon 
ai).;iy. iioi liiven lu 
UKll , no sM ikei , iK/t 

giUM to tiUhy 


may he committed in the Loril, as / ffave ihee si:ct. 
in \vh(‘n I parted with thee. 

'J’lie office is so very important, that I liopc 
thou wilt be proportionably careful as to the 
charact(*r of the persons who are to be invested 
with it ; and if any out; is thought of in that 
view, let it be one who is known to he blame- 
less in his conduct, the husband of o\\\s onexvije^ 
to wlioin he entirely confines himself, neither 
allowing of polygamy, or divorce, or an irre- 
gular commerce with any other vvomim ; and 
lot liim beonew/f^> hath believing childnn,^ if 
ho have any that arc grown up, noL accused of 
any kind oi' dcbauchcn/^ or un^ovi rnnble in their 
temper and disposition, which would render 
them a r'proach raiher tlian an liononr to (he 
ChriMian name. I must insist on a care in tl'is7 
respect, it is evident, that the ilisorders of 
cliddren often relh‘ct a dishonour on their pii- 
rents, and in(le(*d arise from something amiss in 
them: \mi a bi^hap^ or overseer of a Christian 
congregation, which the elder we speak of, h\^ 
virtue icl Ills office, is, must luressarily be blame- 
les<^' m lie is, m that society over which he pre- 
si(i(‘s, i/ir .^'tch'ttrd of (lod^ who is appointed in 
ills iKini'*, to take care ol* his family. Ho must 
not lliendor* be fierce and selfwilLdy ohsri'iati?, 
morose, aeil arrvjgantd not suon pnnvhetl to he 
angry, //.>.' one ivho sih lont^ over his cups, and 
loves to drink large (jnantities of winc^ not a 


‘ }ff {hi!thrn\ I'liis- is 

li'in .| wif. pTDpiu’tv ; lur, it a 

v.n. .'ll I'.ni't'ul t«» iiisfruci hibclnl- 
'(hf Ml ihc p;ini-i|ili‘s uf riinsOaiiltv, 
t!r e‘ ’''ill I)' nii-al ii::i3uu to duiibt. 
ili' lli'.M III’ u.’M- liearty in tlie bolirf uf 
'll hulls' It', .Mid iindi'r scnsjc 

(if trii!li j(id iiii|u>miu’(‘ : and, if a 
man had only nnhefu'v/r/p, childieii lu his 
ho.ise, thiL i--, sin-h as \o*re so obstinate 

th.-^ iIk'v id not f'f bnnii^hl to cin- 

hi:ii'^' ('111 eMail'! h\ aii_\ id tht ap;ii* 
ini iUs wlin h fuiild he hid hefou* them 
in that ii'^e of iniraelis n xomlri in; a 
jjreal dis' Oiiniiement. and, in .muik* cir- 
tonut.'nir*-s, a .tjrcat hindranrc to him, 
fioin pinstnnj; the duties of a t'liribtMii 
eld*M m hisiiop And those < oli, ii.to 
whi. h ■.'I'.h <)!iii mate intuhd cluhhen inuht 
fi!., wi> .Id. v ry probably, brin^.; a ic- 
upon the famdy, uhidi mnjhl in 


a de.ijieo, hnrtthe clnirader of him wlio 
pioMded 111 il. 

for a bishop i''UA be btumeteys.^ It 
li.i’> been often oli>er\(d, that, if' ihc hi- 
shup, of \NhuiiJ I'aul sp' .ik^, iiad iiceu in- 
\«.sM'd with an udii’C thAind fp'm, and su- 
jifiL’F to the ; iiii'nli nn d ahuve, there 
could h.(i(.* bi'i'ij IK) H'uin to corn lu(ie, 
that an l.'i.’u .••.u.yf bv UnrnelesSf iKicaii.-it* a 
bishdp must hi- so thuugli the aiguiuent 
would iiavc held stron^lv in an iinerted 
order. R\ wh.ii de,*;i\es, and on wli.it 
reasore, th« di'-tiiielion was afterwards 
iiitrodnced, oi.'. a distincl luii to ho siuc 
thcii eady was,) it is luit iny hu.iins.''' 
lifie lu iiKjuire. 

*’ s»'(/ u7//if/, iibstinatc, morose, find ai - 
i'u;^nfit.J ItapiM lius has taken a ure.it 
deal of pains lo .sliew, that llus j.s the jun 
per signification the woid hcri 

os“d, isee Kapli. c\ Herod, in ) s’ 
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« 

^zer* striker of others, by which, whatsoever his 
i- provocation may be, ho always tlo^ratles him-- 
’'self in the eyes of those that are witnesses! of 
the quarrel, Ttor w/ .swrf/^^aneJ infamous ^ * 

But he ought to maintain a character f'* a Jovfroi 
directly the opposite of all these, and to Ije hos^ 
fitabk, benign, sober, and grave in iiis deport- j‘si. hoiy/^mpc: 
ment, righteous, ko!u, devout, and lemperutt in lao*. 

Sail things. Htddhtg fast, in the most resolute . fast tiic 

manner, the tatthjul zcord which he hath been ,*!' 

taught by those who werectTnimissioncd to pub- ih.u lu' maviu* .ibiu 
lish it to the world, th'it so he.ynay be able both 
Lo instruct otiicis in sound doctrine, and to con- 
Vince ami silence those that contradict it, .sauib. 


imTkovf.mkn r. 

W. i. Never let it be forgotten by any that call themselves Chris 
tians, that x\\C: tuith rf (rod\s elect is the acknoz^'ledgmcnt oj the 
truth which is according to godliness. Never let the great de- 
sign of Christianity be lost in an eager contenlnm for any of its 
appendages, or any of its parts. Vet alas, how often has it, in 
j>articuliir instance’s, been wounded almost to death, in a furious 
attempt to rescue it, and tlial, sometimes, perhaps, from only an 
imagmary danger. 

o I'liat we may be more sensible of its vital influence, let ns ever 
main hope of that eternal life which it i>roposes, as th(‘ great 
4 urd of all our pursuits; even of that life which God that cannot 
lie bath promised. Lot us rejoice to think, that so immense a 
superstructure has so firm, so divine a foundation; and h‘t us 
nev'ier give it Up for any thing that a flattering world, always 
ready to engage, and slovv to perform, can promise. 

1 f‘i ns ever be very tlxankful for the provi'>ion (rod hath mi,:h. 
for *he manifestation of hh rvord through preaching, and Tor Ins 
3 goodness in- raising up faithlui pastors to his church, ov(*rsce s 
in every age, who have been blameless, sr>ber, just, holy, and 
7^ temperate. Such may all hi that appear under that sacred cha- 
lactev; able, by their doctrine to instruct, by their reasoning to 
convince, by their practice ta edify ; ever solicitous, that they 
; may not neglect their pastoral services, that they may not lord 
it proudly over their brethren, that they may not he tiansported 
by furious passions, or misguided by rash conclusion.^, or per- 
7 verted by low interests, ana the greediness of filthy lucre; but 
that they may approve themselves the faithful stewards of God, 
and promote the good order of bis bouse; and> so far as their 
influence can reach, the happiness of every member of his fa- 
mily. 

In order to this, let them look well to their own hon^c.,, mat 



Paul cautions Titus against Judaizing teachers ; 47S 

nothing may he wanting on their part, to make their children sect* 
tractable, faithful, and sober. • And let the clnUIrcn of ininibtera *• 
consider the obligations they are under, to cultivate a teachable 
spirit, ai?d to maintain the strictest decency in their whole, de- 
poninunt, as rtMiienibering tlie superior advantages they may be 
siioo^*; >1 to enjoy for religious improvement, and how much a 
minister’s reputation and usefulness depend upon the rogulanty 
of his family. 

SKCT. II. 

Paul cautions 'I^tus Oirainst seducing teachers^ and the naike 
riers rf the Cretans; and advises him to accommodate his cz- 
horiatiuns to the dif/crent sorts of persons with u'hom he con- 
tersedy accordinff to their respective sexes^ and circurn^ 

stances. 'Titus I. \Oy to the end. Cha|>. II. 3 — 8. 


TITUS I. 10, 

FIAVE particularly insisted upon it, that a sect, 
bishop should be (iaUsjto convince gainsayers, 

iiistruct caudlfl and obedient hear-"-""^ 
«r the i-ircuuicisiion; crs. And indeed the precaution is very neces- J jj:' 

sary at present, and particularly in the place 
vvljere you now preside; M' there are mat\y dis- 
orderlij [y;^r.v(i?7,s'] and vain talkers who are de- 
ceived in their own mhidsy in consequence of 
which it is no wonder if they are active in de- 
c<M\ing others. And this is especially the case 
with tho^e of the circumcisiany wfip are so eager 
to impose on their Gentile brethren the cere- 
monies of the Mosaic law, as if Christianity it- 
self were in.suffident to ^uve us without them ; 


■nUiS I. 10. 

|<T)R ihcif an inanj’ T 
uuiulv and \4iri 


li Who*? nsouths If'hose mouth must therefore be stopped by solid 1 1 
niubt bti Mui'ped, aj-irnnients, and their unreasonable clamours si- 
houses, tcaciuns loiiccd by the streiuious e:{ercisc of discipline: 
rhiugs wiiuh ibuy for they are persons who are so active in spread- 
/ur *'^'*** theso mischievous notions, that they 

ui.ycb «a(.. whole families y teaching things which (he^ ought 

not y for the sake of in famous gain ; hoping by 
tlieir doctrines to secure the favour of some 


12 One of ih«na< 
-eivvjs, eicn a pro- 


rieh men, who never think they can do enough 
for>tho.se preachers that support their own fac- 
tions and dividing notions. 

I know that there are many such at present in 12 
your island; and I remember that Kpirnenides, 
one qf their [countrymenf\ and a poet in such 
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He reminds hhn of the ''' ,onal char-acter of the Cretms, 

st( ! . lii^i l) renown, that I may ' m a kind of pro- of their own, 
phef if their haa sar-^ fhv Cretans hai^^Vv^^ 

(ihcays liars, pernicious savape beasts, and yet beIb?s%!ow beliitl' 

2 slow heflits,^^ a wrcirlied roinpound of luxury # ,• 

and i(llt‘m‘,s, fierceness and falsehood, which 
makes it exceedingly diflieuli to reform them, • 

or even to live safely and quititly among them. 

^ I'his ivitness concerning them is, in the general, rh)^ witnesi., is 
true, though some particular persons may be 
found of a didcrent characHjr. For which cause uiVt iVrv* miv^ br 
rebuke them severely when they begin to shew m the I'aithi 
a disposition to corrupt Christianity; that they 
7naj/ be ^onnd in the faith, and that the simpler 
fiart of them may he preserved from the dis- 
4 honest artifices and attempts of others. And >“■<' 
particularly, that they may not fall into the 


“ . / prouht /. ] Kpimrni(l(’<?, whose w nrds 
Paul ht IV ‘•.iid hy DiogMics 

Lari tins, to lia\c been a fovat favuuiiit' 
■•■.r ih( godsi j hut Ansi title says (le novt r 
fuu'told any future v\ tnit ; ^hich, ns Or. 
Si'ott justly observf.s. (Scott's Chnstiaii 
l.itf, \ ,>1. III. p. 6.V), I IS a plain armi- 
•lU'iii, tliat the woni / is sninrtnnes 
XJM tl ill a larj^c seii'f, fur om* who i» ■‘Hp- 
ptisul, hy tlu' pi'iiun appivin,;' tin* litU’ 
1(1 linn, iti b<‘ ,\\\ unfruiiarof p/t\} iti thiiiic 
fniiii whom the will of the Jkil^ 
may be learnt. 

^Crtf'-T. an‘ (Juaus &.C.] Per- 
haps it mij;ht ha\c been in some views 
moil* proper to have translated ihi->fircek 
\frse in such a rnamu r, that it might 
havp ti.;d a^ a veise in J'jjglish. “ Fa/^c 
C't * ft ■\ f SaVQ/t' zviUt beUt ^ .s/otv/’^ 

Jtr cxidoiil, tlu: po»*t here sugafi-ss .i ve- 
in irkable contrast, to ^h«w whai t mix- 
ture there was ofy/tnr^ir iaiid/t^r/o'iymthc 
vhiiMi iers ».jf the Ciftafr. Savage be.isU ' 
are ‘renrrailv ftixo and nimble but 
thjit: hif'ii. w.hil'‘ lli€*y hud the fury of iu»ns 
and tygers, lu lulged thi'mselves so much 
in tlio must sordid idlenc‘.''S and intempo- 
faure, that they grew (;is it were) all lAhfi 
olid, like abreul of swine cmnmoii in Uu* 
easti i II i:ountvie<, wore otteii :-i. burdened 
with fat that they could hurdly move. 
As for their pronenr-s to faUrkmaj it is 
well known that x »77tf‘<v. /o tnf \ hki- a fie- 
tan, was a proverb foi lying, (fl.s 
^ tv, fo live Idea (Jurinlhian, w as for a luxu- 
rious and debauched life.) (See P.rasin, 
J*rov. p. O**'!.) atid it is-’ remarkable, 
Fuiybns scarce p\er mentions this 


Tiat'on without •iomo soM.ir- (’ru^inc 
See iv.ipbei e Ihdyl). iii lue. 

* /It'h’de flit )n HI, )t f‘/.] A w itli 

a atnuiuf: Ar-e, •///•/ iMoin win-ini Mr. 
Blatkw’all infi r-N, that it isav tin jiieteuei' 
that oidv autl < xjiiessKiiis .m- 

tolu'cipplied topeopjt that ir-uounce 
pruu iplt audcoiiupt tli* };i*spel. Jihiek. 
Vinci \ ol 1 p. )n»». lJut I'.iul 

speaks uf reprox ing le f', not f/n-/ aurl it 
an) c’onseipii nee is to hi- di.iwn lium uni- 
to tlu- 'ftluT, the rcMuai'iv to li* .ulnntti d 
with iriueh eautioii. cs>Msi(li‘iiiig To what .i 
dt'gree pride- and pass! mi ntti n h.iuspoit 
meu, even iii the mariagenu nl ol //,•,. 

eoiitruversicH, bcyoni) all bi>unds of 
jiiuiit-nee, eharity, and dc:ccme\ . 'I’luio- 
thv i-' cxlioitcd to rehulii zu.'r dl 

( i 'I’mi. iv. 2.) and -.oine aecouut 
foi tlie tlllit-iencC, b\ the tlilieic ntteniper'> 
tif Uic. n-provers, ''Upposing ili;ii of Timo- 
thy rniglit he ti'i/ '/(■/' than that of Tens ; 
others, by the ditferent ihunulc' (it the 
persons lobe reproved; as the Lphesians 
seem tn Invc been more gentle, tibligmc,, 
.ind C'iniplaisaut, theCieians more obsti- 
nate, rough, and headstiong. ' l?ut the 
best leply s'»eins to be this, that there is 
a f/egr/'t* of / ul g( nlh'^ness, 

vc-ry t-onsistoat with all thalAner/h/ w\ik h 
faithfulne-^s requites; which is not that 
of boisterous passion, ili-nat me, and scur- 
rility, but of met'kj tbitueh /r'oli/te, zeal 
for Cod, and friendship to il e ollender; 
which yet will not be *,il( m i d by trilling 
excuses, nor fail serinu-ly to repre.seiir 
the fatal eoU'Sequences tlia* ni:.\ attend 
the evil reproved. ^ 



To Ihc pure- all tlihims are pure. l-r 

Suraio.hwishfabU-., follv oi g h i hccil ii\J iti'ish and lo the 

j.ul <Y>yy/ //;«// luul Iraiiitions <*/' w/r/i, n' ho per- *- 

.1 mtll, llKll null I i* I I • , 1 1 ' 

iVoiii iheiruih. xtrt thc Irulh ot tiju ^os|)cl with tliosi* niiinan 

. « mixtures by which tlu y have in a ^rt-at mea- i. 

sure spoiled and enervated the law of’ Alo.sts, for 
which they pretend so ureal a zeal. 

[ u»o thf iMirc 1 know’ they value themselves li’uhlv upon the ie 
.11 tiling-. piiit - of lbo<l, which they inenleale as of 

...I. a. tiu.i, and nil- g‘*eat importance to pnnty. Hm they are 
I'ldu viwi:, noiliin- much mistaken. 7o the purr Indtrd all thff/g'. 

PUP- ; buU \«.ii ti'. ir pjo'c. A luaii that habitualiv exeicises a 

... uood coiiscit'nee towards Uod, aecordmu- totlie 

best of his knowdedut,*, is acc(*ptetl ot tiiin, w hea- 
ther he do, or do not, ubsiam from such paif- 
cular kinds of food as they sernpit;: zchrr,us. 
to the polluted tnid Nii/nliciUf^, whii li, is 

too ^('n<‘rally their cliaiacler, not/inuj! \ts'^pu}r 
hut their venj mind and conseunte d.idu. 
and they pollute as it were, ever* thii);.!j loev 
touch ; they sin in all their actions, and eve.o in 
those very meals in which they arti most carefin 
lU ahsi.un from what they have liten laiiuhl to 
I r..t v pi<.l<‘ ^ esteem eomnion and unclean. 1 speak not no\> 

.11 <Hul; Jill lio practise Jewisli cereiiK'inios, bin »;[' 

lin^i> /L.riit UK' t/m/ pro/tss to Infezr (u'd. 

..iiiunii ..Mid<i...d)c. and ^’!oi\ in llieir reltMion to him, v.'> \o '-n 
d.. iicaii*: upi.M ly people, in ZiOr/iS deni/ [//////,'] and de» as i! 

',,.. 1 .. u ()|.|,^.|ievv*(l JiLs Very existiuice; hein^ 

niinabh to all that ean judge of true w orth, ana 
di:;obuurnt to tlie plainest dictatv-s of duty, vne 
with Vi spert to every good n'ork reprolune, do 
aj)pro\id and condemned, when brought to Uic 
siaiidaid of (rod’s w’ord, though tliey aie arnou;: 
tlie first to judge and condemn olliers. 

1- Snell is the temper and character of inanyl ( h 

•u! .'h iMroi!!!* ' Ihii do thru, () '^ritus, not only guard against 11 . 

the mfeetiorf thyself, but endeavour to l«/rtii / 
others against it, and apeak the things li'hitii k 
eoine teholrsome doetrinfy doctrine which Uia;. 

• lend to promote tlie health and happiness oi 

iljjr tijc ;» jt'ii minds by wliich it is iiiibihed. And en-:i> 

<lea>oiir to snit thy in.'^tructions to (he dilfeient 
characters of persons whom ihon addr» 

W hen, for instance, thou ail itpplying iliyself 
to aged miiiy {admonish] \hv\u to hr, r: (i.'ehf J 
iigainsi temptatioirs, which inight flisiiunou: 
llieir advanced years, l>y drawing them iiiio aiu 




476 Aged icomen must be careful to admonish the younger. 

unseemly behaviour; to be grave in their whole men be sober, grave, 
deportment, avoiding such levities as are, even 
in youth itself, rather pardonable than com- patience: 
mcndable, but in those who are quitting the 
stage of life, highly indecent. Press it upon 
them, that they be sober and temperate in the ^ 

use of animal pleasures, as their highest relish 
for them may well be supposed, by this time, 
to be abated. In a word, that they be sounds 
healthful, and vigorous in th|s several graces of 
the Christian temper, and particularly in faithy 
in lov€y and in patience ; that the principles of 
Christianity may be retained, and have a suitable 
effect upon their hearts, to produce unbounded 
chanty, and a calm composure under the cala- 
mities they may suffer from the hand of God, or 
the persecutions they may meet with in the cause 
of the gospel. 

3 The aged women ^ vi like manner ^ [exhort] to 3 The womm 
that steadiness which becometh saints^ and suits likewise, Uiat //w/ 
the holy profession they make; that they be not oot 

false accusers of otlicrs, a character rather to be false ac(‘nsei>, »K)t 
expected from the gteat enemy of mankind, who to muru wim-. 

has his name from thence, than from the dis- 
ciples of the bene%‘olent Jesus. Urge them aKo ^ 
that they be not given to much whie, for some of 
the Cretan women, as well as men, are infected 
with that luxurious evil. And, as it may be 
reasonably expected, that persons so advanced 
in life should have laid up a treasure of prudence 
and religious wisdom in then* minds, press them, 
in such a manner as becor*ies their privatt^ sta- 
tion, to be teachers of thtU which is go^d: 

4 And particularly, that they wisely udmonhh the 
youngei' xt'omen ; for whom they ought to main- 
tain a maternal alFection, aitd form them, on 
discreet maxims, to a prudent care in future to love their ciuUiiea 
life; teaching them to love and honour their 
husbands; to love their children with suci> a 
true affection as shall engage them to use the 
most pious and tender care in forming their minds 
by all the offices of a good education, so many 
of which will naturally depend upon the mother. 

D Let them inculcate it upon these young mistresses 
of rising families, [that they be] discreet and 
ehastCy attentive to domestic ufiairs, and in that 


4 That they may 
teat'll the young wo- 
men to be sober, to 
lo\(‘ tiu'ir hublMiids 


To be discrcut. 



0 Voniir: nn'n lik*’- 

Vlsr t-) L»(. so 
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Titus is lo sheio himself a pattern of good works. 477 

55 tn, kfpptr? at view keeping at homep to look after them wiili sect. 
artothdrawS prudciice and, c.ye; that they he good, kind, n, 
•imi.i', thilt fjip word an>t bent* volent in their b(?h;ivi<>ur lo a!!, ant], 

.} tJod bo..not i/iab- j)artit ularly, obedient in th ir ozi'n hu^bami^, 
that iyi* the -xnrd of 6 W, wi.ich they prol'cNs to 
have reciMvt'il into their hearts, ajiti to iwt renro 
as their oracles, may not he blaspin'mf'i/ hy their 
i'oolish or perverse, rebellious or liLoiitious, con- 
tiuct. 

Inlike manner ixUOf exhort the i/nung men^ thpr; 
hope of lisinfT^ families, uj)on uhom much of 
tlM‘ credit and .supjiort of tJte gospel will depend, 
iliat they accustom thcmselvc's betimes to he sn^ 
her aiul steady in their behaviour, superior to 
scnsiiJil templ;uioi}s,and constant in tlie exercise 
of f very part of scdf-eovcniincnt. 

'7 Id .nil il-iuus And, l!>at this addrt'ss to them tind otlicuT 
Host It a successful 7>2 (lit be still 

Vi, Iks; (,1 ,u>ctrtuv ^^bejrinp' thi/^itj a pattern rj yond works ^ hy 
which others may model their conduct with ad- 
v:intaL><*: \vhil<! einploted /// teachin^^ b<i con- 
stant l\ I c.? er/isniy j ancorritp' ne>s^ that not hing- 
may be sookm but tliegenuiiK* truth; and let it 
be attended with a frravity in declaring it, |»ro- 
poitiouaiihi to its importance, and proce»cd from 
ssomidsprMuh.u bean;- Still uttering tv hole some?, 

.•nuuot iw i'oniitiiin- speiYn (hsi raiinot be confuted^ that he who is 
!'*.,! *'•*'*' *!* ntrarij stde^ and w ili^obsl inately persii^t 

niw r' i‘i his intidolily, man be ashamed of lus opposi- 

iKivin:; u uMi-thioK tiofi, ter. Inff HO evil to of ijou^ or those com- 
n> o\ v- ii. milted o your care ; hut may be obliged, with 
all his jnejndices, to acknowledge that you are 
a worthy president over a worthy an<l valuable 
society of men. 


i / uuif/ii ulU'Oiriipi' 

nt'sx, gra\ity, oik'c. 
my. 


IMPUOVEMEN'T. 

Whilk we arc reading the word of God, let us attentively 
onserve whtn characters are adorned with honour, and what are 
huinded with infamy. It is melancholy tothinii, that any nation, 
though ever so small, ever so remote, ever so destitute of culti- 
vation and instruction, should deserve the characters which . 
Kpimenides gave of the i^retans, and whicli Paul found reason tover. 12. 

** Zo f/w//', 'tf k.^iic. to look after, AV.) by. several of the best authors to express 
I'Nik t Ii;is "hi'u n, in a Ivarnoa note on both these ideas, 

' iJ that ll>e woid oiw ' is ii.V'd 

> V. '2 £1 
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Reflections on the character of the Cretans. 

^KcT. confirm: that luxury and fraud, idleness and fury, dissonauj 
as they may seem, should be their f^overning inclinations. Sad 
distempers in the mind of men! But how peculiarly lamentable, 
when they prevail among professing Christians! for amo-ig tliosc 
that are Christians indeed they cannot possibly prevail. Yet 
surely there are not a few, even in Britain, with all its 
v>r. 16. ^vho, while prvfcsshig to know Gody and Christ Jesus his Son, in 
U'ork'i deny him. Such are abominable, in proportion to the de- 
gree in which iht^y fU’O disobedient; arnl, as they are rcorubate 
to every good worh now, must expect to be rejected with ub- 
liorrence at last, by that God; whose name they have blasphemed* 
and whose Son they have dishonoured. 

To reined y, and, if it be possibles, to jirevent such evils, let the 
ministers of Christ be still applying themselves, with suitable ex- 
liortations and charges, to all with whom they are concerned. 
Let them apjdy to the aged and the young; and let the aged of 
both .sexes use that authority wdiich their more advanced progress 
in life may give, to enforce upon the rising generation lessons 
of wisdom and piety, according to their respective sexes and cir- 
5rumslaiices in life: that prudence ami c host it economy and srveet^ 

ncs^ of temper y o. subjection to their husbands y formed on love and 
on religion, may be the character o\' young wives ; anil that they 
may join to it, that very important duty, of a pious care in the 
i ducat ion of those children which God may give tliem. And 
<5 may the sobriety of young men encourage a hope, that they will 
preside over their families in the fear of God, and repay the 
goodness of such amiable consorts ! And may the teachers, 
whether in public or private liie, be tliomselves examples ot 
the virtues they inculcate; that they who study to asperse Chris- 
tianity, may find themselves silenced, till their shame turns into 
a worthier afiection; till their sik'iicc breaks out into praise, 
and they, imbibing the like principles, feel them productive o*' 
the like virtues! 


SECT. Ill, 

Paul urges on Titus a care to instruct servants in the duties 
q/ their station; and represents their great ohligatiuns to dis^ 
charge tkefiiy fy^om. a general view of the design of the gospel, 
and the Itrve of our Redeemer in it. Tit. ii. 9 , to the end. 

TITUS 11.9. titu, 11 . 9 . 

yyillLST thou art, according to the direc- jfxnoiiT^mxixy 
' tion I have given thee above, instructing 
the superior ranks of mankind, I would not 
baye thee neglect the lowest ; but [exhorf] their 
slaves and other .servayits^ who are honoured 




^ The gqf^pel teaches men to be sober ^ righteouSj and pious ; 479 

to be obedient unto with a Call into the Christian church, to be sub^ 
their oton masters, with reverence and 
veil in all things; obedience ; pleasing [Mm] in all things, so far'’ 
notans Wing again; as they lawhjlly may, and not ansieering again, 
in a pert and insolent manner, if they are re- 
r- ’ proved by them, even though it should be un- 

/ 10 Not purldining, justly, or with an excess of severity. Not pru 10 

them* of any thing that is 
rnayudirn the doc^. committed to their trust, but shewing all good 
trincof i^od onrSa- yJrfiV/Vy upou every occasion ; that so, instead of 
.'lour 111 all things, i^ringing any reproach upon religion, they way 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things, and recommend it to the esteem of their 
masters and others, when they shall observe its 
influence on all its professors, to make them 
careful in the discharge of every social and re- 
lative duty. 

1 1 For the grai‘e For the saving gi^ace of God, in the gospel- 1 1 
ofdod th.-it briiigcth (\\iipeiisat\on, kaik appeared im/o all men, to men 
pear^dt^^ nations, and of all ranks and orders of life, 

for tliis great purpose, that it may train them up 
for eternal salvation, by a holy temper, and a 
Ttacbiiig us, useful exemplary behaviour. 'Fhis it effects 12 
Ui.u denying migod- under Diviue influence, by instructing us all, 
julw! «rsh,.uW ii!e wherever it coa.es, that denying the solicitation# 
sob^rlNMighicousiv, of uHgodlintss and worldly lusts, to which men 
and godly in this of this world SO naturally abandon themselves, 
urr'^ent world; should live sobcvly in the government of our 

appetites and passions; righteously in our con- 
duct towards our fellow-creatures ; and piously 
in our behaviour towards God, and converse r 
with him, while we are by his providence con- 
tinued in this present vain and transitory 
through wliich we trust he is leading us to a 
iG Looking fur that blissful immortality. And this is the great ob-l3 
bU*.s.sed hopo, and whicl) he requires us still to keep in view; 

a»<l that we should all, in our different situations, 
and oiir savioiu Je- be waiting, With ardciit expectation and dcaires, 
susChijs/; " j'Qy blessed hope which he hath set before us, 
and for the full consummation of it, in the glo^ 
rious appearance of the great God, and of our 


• rrhoiehj defrawiinfrJ] 1’liC word 
properly hignides to keep back 
pint of the ’.K'oith of any f.'iiyigj and is used 
:u the of Annnm^ seaetinti, a patt, 
htte ihc uhisle w:is pi*etendtil to b(' re- 
iirr)/'fl. Aot<! V. 1. This, at 

iiri} mg might probablv 


do when employed by their masters fo 
vend coiirnodities; and other fraudulent 
practices^ among persons of thtir rank, 
were so coniinon, that the same word in 
the I^tio language, [/ wr] is used f >; a 
r. 'i-cft' and a Uii/y] 



480 And Christ gave himself to redeem us front iniqvitv 

SECT. Saviour \7t'sus Christ; ^ who shall be manifested 
in* wkh Divine pomp and iTuije.sty, in t'Se last clay, 
to recicem all liis servants fVom the power of the 
tll 10 and to rondiict tbt m in their roniplcte 

prisoiiH, lo iljc foil and everlasting onjojinent 
ol his heavenly kingdom. 

14 Such arc our sublimct hopes from this glorious - 

Loril, to whoiH we liavf all vowed snbjoction, 
whedier we ho botid or free; even to him tt Ao tiom :iii nv-. -tv 
garehim^'tlj nj) to ignominy, torment, and death nnto 

for us, //lilt he might thereby redeem us, not 
only iVom final vengeance and destruction, but 
frof}} the powx’r of all iniquity; and might purify 
to hiynael} a prculiar people ^ who should thank- 
fully <Twn thoinscdves his property, and exjjiess 
their gratilinle for such inestimable favours, by 
bedng not only careful to avoid tlio practice of 
evil, but zealous of good works^ active in all the 
duties of liie, and in every office of righteous 
n(*ss and goodness to each other. The highest 
of mankind are not above owning the obligation, 
and it is his will iliat the lowest should romem. 
l^bcr it. These thing’s' therefore speak boldly, 1/ Ttn thin-'s 
a72d earnestly exhort all thine hearers to attend to *' 

Ithem. ^Jnd, if they fail of regarding them in a anthonu '** ' * ^ 
proper manner, rebuke thenn with all authority^ ntau 
as one that knows he has a Divine commission 
to support him: and, upon the*, whole, let no man 
ite.rpue thee: but endeavour to give thc^se exhor- 
tations with that solcMTinitv and dignity, and to 
CMiforr:' them Uy that vvis lorn and sanciit y of 
beliaviour, whicli may set lice above ail danger 
of contempt. 


TMi . OVKMENT. 

IfAUDl.v does ihe word ol (.Jod alfovd a more instructive an., 
consprehenbi VO, summary of the gospel, than liiat wliicdi is heu 
before us. gives ns a view^ of the na’ure of ihedi^pcnsa- 
U tion, as dSj^trhie of grace; and, at the same tunc, a^eSirinc uc ^ 

^ Thf' f;reat Got f and i^ur Savin', tr.'\ 'Hip oppo^itif'ii In t wren //jiw .'in-'l U} * Fnthr, 
words Tw fj..yrt,y,H (-)tv *«t C'linpare 1 ( 'M*. xc. *27. Mr. L'lerniii^, 

might MfiUi piuprif'ty oc n-ndored, o>n in su].poi i oi tlsij; interprctaiiDn, tihserves 
threat' God arir/ Stivmur. tliougb thry are (Fh’iu. Cliri,s:»»l. Vol. 1. p. *0.3,) that we 
also susetptjbk* of the oth. v vei'.inn. Rut never r**a<i in aenploro of ''be ruthrT\> nji • 
it,^^ferUin, that if Cbtist be here ealierl pcaran * 0 . 

Gitf\ it i* not in .iny view of 



llejleclions on the apostWs siinmary of the gospel 481 

' cording to gedliutss. It hatb appeared to all viai^ and it brings sect. 
c!h dicui salvation, by inculcating the most salutary lessons iv. 
iliat man can receive. It teaclies us to deny ungodliness and 
tvorldh lusts, how pressing soever their solicitations may be. H 
It instructs, us in all the branches of our dull/, fa (iod, to our-- ' ' 

sel'eSf and to our/clluW~Christhn$. It guides us to uniform and ^ 
complete goodness ; not extolling any oiie part, to the neglect 

^or injury of the rest, but tending to produce this beautiful 
birth, entire in all its members, and then to nuurisli it to its 
ftrrr‘ni;tturity. As we are slow of heart to attend to such in* 
structioiV, it enforces them with iAotivc#» the most geiuTous and 
the most animating. It represents to us, as it were in proplie- 
tic vision, fhat blessed hope, even the glorious appearance of the\^ 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; when he shall come 
with ev{*rlastino blessings in his hands, to reward all bis faiiliful 
people; and with t!ie terrors of Divine vengeance, to be poured 
forth npcai all that have rejected the authority of bis gospel. And, M. 
that the most powerful considerations of gratitude may join with 
those ol the liigbesL interest, it directs our eyes to this Divine 
triumphant Saviour, as having once given himself to torture and 
death for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquitjj, and 
purfy us lit himstif, a peculiar people, devoted to God, and zea- 
lous i'j e^ood works. And surely, if this view cannot prt'vail up- 
on us to consecrate ourselves to God,aiul to engage with vigour 
in his seivicpj we must be utterly insensible, ami worthy the 
severest punisbnient. 

I.el these lessons, therefore, every where be taught with alliy* 
authority. L( i them Ik; addressed at once to the meanest and 
ihe greatest of mankind ; that they may join in a pious care, to lo 
adorn th ^octrine of such a Saviour and to seeiin; their share 
M: .sueli a ':,:dvaiion. 


SECT. IV. 


'The iipusUc concludes his epistle with eahorling Titus to reeoni- 
fiicnd ^beJience ti)7?iai^istrates,and readiness to a/f good zvorks; 
to eatifwn against ccnsorioiisncss and eoniention ; ackwncldg- 
ing the grace tf God as that to uhich all Chrislhins ozre ihcir 
hopes oj salvation, and strongly pressing hhn to insist upon 
the grtat doctrines of practical religion, in eppvsition to 
those idle eontrovc rsics to which many zeerc attached. He also 
fs him /uac to proceed xtitk respect to heretical teachers; 
. -nd with givhig him soiv^ dirt^fions jnecting hih'i 



482 Titus is to enforce obedience to magistrates. 

at NiropoUs, and a general salutation to all his friends. 
Tit. III. I. to the end. 


TV. 


Titus 
III. 1. 


TITUS III. 1. * 

SECT. ^MONG Other useful lessons, which it will be 
thy duty to give the (Vetans, while thou 
continuest with them, remind them tf being sub- 
ject to those principalities and powers which God 
hath set in supreme authority over them, by no 
means excepting those who stand at the great- 
est distance from Christianity : exhort them al- 
so to ohexj subordinate and upon the 

wliole, to bt‘ icadij to every good worky in every 
2 relation which they sustain in life. Charge 
them to calumniate no mauj * 7iot to he conten- 
tiousy [but'] gentle in their whole demeanor, 
shewing all vieekness to all meny even those 
from whom they may receive the greatest pro- 
vocation. Let ns not bear ourselves too highly 
on the superiority of our own characters, be 
they now ever so blameless, or ever so exem- 
plary; for wi ourselves^, also were formerly 
faolishy as well as others, disobedient to the Di- 
vine authority, and perhaps to those whom God 
had invested with power over us; wandering 
from the paths both of truth and virtue, and 
enslaved to various lusts and pleasures: in the 
pursuit and gratification of which we degraded 
the nobler powers of our souls. We were /fv- 
tng in malice and env^f hateful ourselves while 
under the tyranny of such fierce and detestable 
passions, [and] hating otie another y on account 
of little clashings and oppositions in oiir tem- 
poral interests, while we forgot the great ties 
and bonds which ought to have endeared us to ^ But afur tiiat 
each other. the kindness and lo\ 

4 But when the admirable kindness and love o/toJarf ml. appall 
Qroa our duvid^r^ towards many so signally dis- ed, 


TITUS Iir 1. 

2I>UT them in mind 
to be suvjcf t to 
principalities and 
powers, to obey ni:i- 
gistraics, to be ready 
to o\ory good work, 


‘2 To speak o\ il of 
no imi), to be lio 
brawlers, but peuMe, 
shewing ail iiucLnc.'tS 
unto all men. 


3 For wcourselw's 
also were somi’tiuu's 
tboli''!), diM>bodu'iit, 
deceived, serving di- 
vers Iiist'v and plei- 
surcs, living in ma- 
lice and ciiv v. hate- 
ful, and hating uoc 
another. 


* no man^i Not even you 

Pagan, or Jewish neighbour, says goo 
Dr. Barrow, (vol. I. p. 1(12.) howera 
andVttions in their lives, or cruel ju tbei 
behaviour to you. 

^ We ourselves.] Dr. Whitby pleads 
this cannot be applicable to Paul him 
self, and argues Vrom’ Acts xxiii, 1 j ' 
3; Phil. iii. S. But 1 am per 
ded !hat, when the apostle wrote this 



he had snob sublime views of the pun y 
of God’s law, and the vnpcTject ’wn of his 
own be^t obedience, how capable soever 
of being justified tamen, that, notwith- 
standing all he says in ^be text quotedi be 
could apply what he here wrote, to much 
of Ms own character, while an enemy of 
Christianity. Compare iiote<^ below. 

^ GmX our Saviour . It is observable, 
that Gw/ the lather is here called our 




Christians are saved by the xoashing of 7'egenera(ion, &c. 48^ 

I 

played in the gospel, appeared to us, vve were 
delivered IVo^p this niiscrnble condition; the re- 
membrance tifierefore of tlii» clclivijrance oujjfa 
» to make us odmpassionate, rather than severe, 

towards others;* in the same unha|)|)y circum- 
^ stance in wiiich we once were; espt^cially whcMi 

t * we consider the manner in which it was accom- 

.*> Xot by works of plishcd. For it was not by any icorlctd of r ighte- 
w/i/cA ourselves /lud done; for any 
obeclicuce, whether to ceremonial or 
iu’s.iv( d i.'^by tbr moral precepts, by which we had ma(l(i omseives 
M.i«,iniiY^irg(;n»ia- ^.Q^tliy of liis favourable regard; but according 
iiic Holy (ihostj own mevcif^ that he i^aved wy iroin conclem - 

nation and ruin, by the washing oj rtgtncration^^ 

I and the rcnewuig vj ihc llol^ Spiril ; which by 

its purifying intluence o|)erates at lirsi to turn 
us to God, and bring ns into the number of his 
children, and afterwards advances the happy 
work, by improving us more and more in the 
o Winch he bbed ))ivino lifc and image; Even by that Spirit 

riirough Jesus Christ wlucli fic pouvcd out upon US ricluy^ and abun- 
our Saviour. (Iiintly, in his various gifts and graces, hi/ Jesm 

Christ our Saviour^ in virtue of who^e interces- 
sion it has been im|)arted to the chiltlieii of 
7 That bclngjuiiti- men ; That being JnstiJird by his grace ^ we 
viight Ih'amie heirs of the most valuable bios- 
a('cordiu<:t.thrhoi.o smgs, (U Cording to the hope oj eternal hjc, which, 

•f varnai life. US tlic gift of that gTOce he fiath exhibited to onr 
believing views, as the great and noble object 
s //o.w, . I faithful pursuit. [77?w,J which I have here 


' h iTj to intimate, that it was liK pater* 
n.i lo^<' to us thtit cii};aged him to ap- 
point hu San to n-di*Piii us, and to per- 
form all tho^^* important oilices for us, by 
which he ai'i'oiiiphshrs our salvation. 

^ Jlij the ti}ashifn> of rcffencrahon,] Xhis 
hath often been explained of oapiismy And 
Ml. Joseph Mede insists upon it, that it 
ulludes to cleansing the new-born infant 
from the pollutions which necessarily at- 
tend It. ('.'zek^wi. t — O.) But 1 can- 

not think thi- interpreraiion at all favour- 
able to the doctrine of bnpOsmal iv^enera* 
iion ; since it is not by toAshing the infont 
that the biitf produced j and, iherefore, 
it can surely signify uo more, than that 
they who are regenerated^ are to be thus 
ti'fishcd. 1 hf4vc‘ observed elsewhere, that 
the word here used, is by no 
II. cans entirely synonymous to "KdlvOf a 
l.'vti. The sense here givtMiof this much 


Controverted passage is wUatl voiil> be- 
lieve to be the justest and safest; ihouj^h 
Iain well aware, that the Christian church 
soon bttgaii to lay a disproporiionablt 
stress on fi rms, uiul to ascribe loo great 
efficacy to the ritual of baptism. (See the 
preface and postscript to my Sermons on 
Kegeneration, second edition ) 

* 14 Inch hr poured, out upon us rkhfy.] 
These words have been, explained as re- 
ferring to Paul alone, and the etfuBiou of 
tiie Spirit upon Ann, to qualify hiui for 
his extraordinary office. But, to say 
nothing of the harshness of this inicrpre- 
tati«tii, and the violence it must do to se- 
veral phrases here used, it is evident, that 
it would make the text quite foreign to 
the purpose for which it is introduced, 
viz. of dissuading from saverg and un^ 
charitable censures. 
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been attesting [/*■] a fai/h/uf siiying, nuist ere- and thc^c 

(liMoin i.sc.|f, as rf s'seat uaiBl.t a„,l 

importanc(‘; (ma conct^rriiiiij^ uiese fu?}s;>y ihese that thrv uincij iiave 
|)rinci|)li»s oftliti goSjfel. / ?c’///and btlioud mi Uud, 
ihof //ii'U .siea(lil\ a//in/i 2ind rn/ih/a.'it/i/ 

HK-uiciiti-‘ that, ihnjUTio have hduvtd tiust <iiing>i»e,»:oovl 
7)1 Gnd^ atifi l)y haptisni proTes^fd to eudiraoe piohtabJe uniLt' 
this ;i:ospel, not iinagmc, that i)y tho di^ 

])ensau(>ri of grace thoy are excused iVoiii the 
observation or duty; but, on the coturary, that - ■- 

being thus engaged, and encouraged by mk Ii 
grace and hope, they nun/ hr so much the more 
an\fuf^ thoughtful, and diligent io si/^nafize 
thi'UiSi'li'Cs as examples of the great''st zeal in 
p^ofhi leorks. Ihesc thiuti^ are g^md and profit- \ 

able io nun : there is a beauty and advantage in 
them which nothing can equal. Le t th.csc* there- 
fore be the darlmg topics of thy preaching, as 
thou ciesiresi the edification and saUation of thy 
hearer. 

9 But avoidf and endeavour to guard oile rs 9 n«ita\oi«i tooher 
against foolish (inesfions. wliieh the Jiulaiziiig 

1 '■ ‘*1 ' I . , * .iMil trml.M 

teachers are' ready to start, that lend only to <.n.i mpum.: 
iunus(? an idle enrio.sity ;/?;?£/ tlio'-e perplext'd ^rt?- i. . 

9w//g4/'/V.s'/^aboiit \ 4 liiei) they so cagfTiy liebate, 
and oihfT strifes and ronfcniions about the laio 
of i\Ii;.se.s; Jor fhej/ are unprofitable and vain, 
not only con.suining to no pnrpos(\ that lime 
wljicli is capable oi’ iiiiich better improvement, 
btit also to discompose tin*, mind, to 

alienaip the aJiections of < ’hrislians from each 
other, and to n^nder them I sdifferent in tiie pro- 
lOpcr duties of life. And a man that^ on this ''' 

• p * r t I '“1 I'l r lie, utir-r Llit? 

occasion, or any Other, 75 a factions ana obsti- 
nate heretic,'' that iiuroduccs such coiitiov(‘r.dcs 


^ Perplexed ,\vn€qiifUie'- | It iy will 
Siiiowii, that tiic Jeffti.eart'iud their ri>nd- 
ufips fur thf-je to a great exi-.i^s; .'ujU Je- 
rome icliti as W4’l] 

rd uiUi tha|||||H^ Adam to Zcrubbahtl, 
as uitii iiaDies. 

fi lU'ittic.] /ifter all the tedious oon- 
trOversieti wblcU ]ia\(! aroen about the 
Fciise of this text, I l)ci' t b» uu obliiied to 
acquiesce in tliat given in the paraplmtiu, 
being well assured, that, a peisoii may be 
fcaid to be se/f.-cande/unt’d if ht. fui n.'sh tnai- 
fer iif convUtion against himself. 0>mpai’e 
Hcb. xL i Mat. xii. W, 42 ; Acts xiii. 


4('* ; Job XV. 6; Luke \m\. x!i!. Am!, in- 
deed, il fir. WhMwy’x inttrpu laiiun l>cu- 
roHud and deff'iidt d by i)r. fubit.r, is to 
be aUmiiti'il, »iz. lhatlu J'^ a oieiKwho 
leaches diivctly ro/.‘//fw;/ to what he ii.- 
w'artlly hrltci s, l!ic .'rul/t »'r J\tUi'li^x)d of 
hi.s Motions wtii be a niuiUr <> i/tc indjJ^ 
Jan nt ax to ruing this ceii-<iire upon him; 
ui.d a Ilian, ulm really an atheist, 
Ijiiglit bn hulp ct to tandirh' nation, as a 
heretic fur teachius; tlie niuat aittiodnv 
ayatviu of Ch'i.^U.nJty that r mi Im* com 
ceivedpf his secret iUlieisni should by ai.y 
means? be discos eicd. And so the word 



Paul desires Titus (o cume fd him at Nicoj^ohs. 

•jrst ami • ■ <u'! .:d- as till su iiito till; chiircli, and pcrvcrsclv inaiu- 
ujca: pro{Kij;-.UiN them, in a rniimiiT iriju- 

noiiN to thuj puaci' of society, n/Ur fhcjirsi 
, second inhn.miUon fn;;n tliec mul the eliurch, | 

’ vvii!j proper soiiMUfity, reject, and declare 

him uiiiIl to be any longer hooked (jp‘on as a 
''ll KI»l)^^irl;^ tliit menibi r of’ it. KiOtnimc^ that >.ncli a one, who 1 

of hit own (Jarliiig notions, that he 
m il' vvill ruifi the of tin; church for them, and 

/•(| ■ n. vvill not siihnnL to thy reinonsir.niees, and thos^ 

ol‘ the and better part of the society, 

piVi'crttd by some very ill principles, whatever 
/,<.al lit; may pretend for what he maintains as 
hnlh; and llial Ik; not only errs, hut sins too, 
ir) Mieli ohbtinaie elforls to dilih'*!; his errors, bc^ 
i*ig mtieed sclj-cundemntrd, and judged out of 
hi > own mouth, as ins own wonls furnish suffi- 
cient matter of conviction ; and, wlnle he makes 
snc!i a breach in the church, he in efl'jct pasbcs 
o'l himself tliat sentence of separation from it 
wiiicli he well deserves to lie under till he re- 
turns to a better temper. 

] '2 win'M I bhnii il du n I sncll send to thee Arttmas, or Tychi- 1 

sui.|)ly thy Jilaa; iti Crete, as I hope 
ut to come unto <iil ekly to do, eudi ciour (o C077ie (o nie (it 
111 • !•. ' l.•..polis foi f/icrc I have determined pass the 

rV/i- io V"**'*"^ 11'! nU rj if Jh’ovidcnce gives me an opporimiily. 

j; Z(mu, the worthy /tf:£ycr, who, thought 

ii:- idv.vci, <ui(i v\t;ii veiled in those sUidics, on wliich sonie of 
hit Jewj.sh brethren value ihembtdves so highly, 
is now a sincere and JKf.ve (.'h.isUari, mtd n\y 
tlo'.|ijonl and pious friend ApoUos, will be w^ib 


w.ll !.^ ii> t !► ttJ si^'iiliVa kind of lavnuontd in ; one, n>.*t Oi.-* 

S' 1 1',. ,■ ■ ; wiin M It) sii-'li ..M rtbubC t-t’ Ms i doTiio ; a{, .»!|i -i iti 

•.jn Ci li it ! i.jip '■I k'U be, c.ipjtiic I'^pirus. \'hicli t«iok r'hc and im'I.i, 
<>l idinpHi!:’ 1 tmly add, tlial, at. fnim Ua’ \ icli.rv .Ujiiiisit*' ovt'c /t. - 
I :>■ t* •■.‘Cl’ -i'. to ail'jw tiicH* tlioiiy i*<tl al iK'liuni. ' i 

fuu'lamciiLtl f .i.j.'., Ic.r wincli, h.av slu- L'jl'i'.iiK i'. oi opinion lliis but i** i-fer- 

tVf ly so«‘\i I ii c. and roaliif tinctl, n H-d Ui '.icjc, supposing 
lO'iu 'HI *1 !' 1)1 • t p iralf-dfioio .k ( iins- c;d -i viMt l4> tbcise in w Ufa** lilvinanu, 
tan 'OMiU, l.M In’viCiLn lln's v Ijehadprcaytuud Un •.■.•sr.ilj 

Icani (J iiil«'Ui.i.i and I'^ni xv. l^nt Mr. C'lad tk, and 

bnin^iii ('j lifo qiiolnni, wjiai 'Sf I'tul i*;' ny otb' r*', think it was tl c or'u* i 
cali.'j /.'i w ■, ' and the hini> inul th un j\Ttoi a!!, it to me ii:ng c.ii- 

aljoie, coii' that Hlial Oi 'm- ft i l?.ui : ,o well as the par>it til-Mr ti'oo 
by has sa:il tH) tins horuJ, cannot be *1 h-nd- v.hcn t pisUo ttias written, and tb*- 

Oil, * ^Cl» })\ Cl 1 . .um'Jiiou'-i I »:1 i!. jfliict: ti'.m wiiofioe H (Scv Ji. 

^ iht/c i ! . 't tiii.rnilnetl Ifo'l to tula cpjsttp, p, -V’S.' 

tJi} J St-N' i?' eitiO' of this fiaiiK- a?’- 





|>iS6 Rcjlcctiom on the graie and mercy of God in the gospel^ 

\ , 

tJECT. thee when this comes to thy hand, or quickly polio#, on their jour- 

afterwards, I desire thou wouldst brin^ them “**y that 

jw JoriVara on iheir journey to me, with readiness unto them. 
llM3 dilif^ence ; and take all the care jfhou caiist, 

that nnlhhtu; convenient 7?iay be wanting to them » 

14 which thou canst supply them with. I hope And let ours 
these eood men will meet with that hospitable 

treatment, among the t hristians in your parts, ntccsBary usns, ihat 
which their character deserves; and let all time tiioy be not uufruit- 
that belong U> us^ and call themselves Christisin 
brethren, whether they were 'before Jews 
Gentiles, learn to distinguish theynselves 
good works, /nr necessary purposes of aid : 
servit e to others; that they may not be unjrx 
fill, and act as if they bad learned notliing 
barr(*n spec ulations from that religion whicl 
so well calculated to inspire and animate cv 
sentiment of benevolence and generosity. 

15 the Christians that are here with me, 
lute thee, in an jjlfeetionate and respectful m 
iier. Salute them who Uve us in the bonds 
our common faith ; and assure my Christ 
friends, that I feel an equal aflfection for tin 
Grace and peace, and every other blessing, fr 
our Father and Saviour [6c J with you 
Amen, 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Let the remembrance of the irregularities with which we 
ourselves were once chargeable, of that sinful and miseral)le eon- 
erse 2 [n which we once wen', make us candid to other^, and si- 

lence otu* too severe censures against them. And Ictus rattier, 
with the apostle, humbly adore that grace which has now m.ade 
3 a difference between us and those that are still foolish and dis- 
obedient, wandering in the paths of vice, and enslaved tf) divers 
ilus^s and pasNinns Let tlie kiiAness, the philanthropy of (indy 
5 be daily celebrated and adored by us; Gody who hath saved usy 
not by the righteousness of our works y but by his own rich and 
To verHowdng mercy ; hath justified us by his free grace, in Christy 
and thereby ^dt us heirsy according to the hope of eternal life. 
Nor let us forget how much we are indebted to t.hc rege- 
^mruting and!^enc 7 cing influences of the Holy Ghost shed abroad 
upon us richly by Jesiu Christ our Saviour. May it wash and 
purify our souls more and more from every stain of sin, and may 
14 it inspire us with a pious ardour to honour our profession, by dis- 
tinguishing ourselves in all good works for necessary uses, and 
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:4«:cording to the calls whicl) Providence gives us in life. Hav- sect. 
mg professed our belief in God, let us carefully practise all the iv. , 
virtues of the Christian character; for these things are indeed 
good ^nd profitable to nun . But let us guard against those 
airy curiosities and abstruse speculations, which, on tlic con-9- 
traryf arc unprofitable and vain. 

May all the churches of Christ be delivered from such fac- 
tious members and teachers as would depart from the infallible 
rule of truth which is laid down in the word of God, and would 
the faith once delivered tp the saints ; introducing in- 
stead o. it, the doctrines of mert, and teaching things which 
tend to alienate the minds of Christians from the gospel, and 
from each other, that they may set up their own authority, and 
promote their own secular interest. We ought undoubtedly to 
be cautious how we pass such a censure on particular personas, 
without cK'ar and evident proofs; but when such proofs arise, and 
the persons in question appear to be the turbulent and pernici- lO 
ons heretics that 8t. Paul describes, it were to be wished they 
might always meet with the treatment which he recommends. 

They ought first to be plainly and seriously admonished; and, if 
repeated admonitions are rejected, it is the duty of tlie wiser 
and sounder parts of Christian societies to expel them; that they 
may be less capable of doing mischief, and .that the gangrened 
such pernicious principles and dispositions may not spread, to 
the disgrace and ruin of the churches to which they belong. But 
let it ever be remembered, that this is all the remedy which 
scripture liirnishcs ns wdth ; and they who, to the solemn cen- 
sure of disturbed and injured churches, add any corporal seve- 
rities, or civil penalties whatsoever, arc taking up weapons which 
Christ has never put into their hands^ and may very probably 
. do more mischief in tlie church and the world, than the most er- 
roneous of those against whom they would arm their terrors. 
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GENERAL ‘NTRODUCTION 


TO THE 

PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 

ON THE 

EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 
10 PHILEMON. 

P HILEMON was an inhabitant of Colosse, as we 
may conclude from St. Paul’s mentioning Onesimus, 
in his c|jistlc to the Colossians, as one of them, (chap, iv. 
9 ;) as well as from his saluting Archippiis in this epistle 
(vcr. 2,) who appears, from Col. iv. 17, to have been a 
jiastor of that church. The title of fellow-labourer, 
given Philemon, (vcr. 1,) makes it probable, that he was 
iiis colleague in the ministry : and, though we cannot 
c(‘rtainly determine when he first embraced Christiani- 
ty, it is evident, from the oblique insinuation in the 
.19th verse, that he was one of the apostle's converts; 
and, it is not at all unlikely, (as some have conjectured) 
that he might have had an opportunity of attending upon 
him during his long residence at Ephesus, where we 
ar$ told St. Paul preached with so much success, that 
all I ha/ that dwelt in Asia heard the ivord of the Lord Jesus 
Christ: (Acts xix. 10.) — He seems, from several hints 
five'-,, in the epistle, to have been a person of distinction ; 
particularly from the mention made of the church in 
bis hous(‘, (ver. 2,) and his liberal contribution to the 
relief of the saints, (ver. 5, 70 and the general strain of 
the letter shews, that the apostle held him in very high 
esteem, and looked upon him as one of the great sup- 
ports of religion in that society. 



493 


/] ircr.crjl Ini rot! hi 


Ij. a|)|jcu!s from Iho verse ol' 1 his rpi.iilc', (iiatS.f 
Paul was muU r coiirnfiuciit whtu lie \vrot(' it; and, a* 
he expresses (\er. 'iii,') his expo. ‘tal ion of bejiig shortiv 
r< leased, ii is prohahh- that it was written tow aids the 
close t)f his first iri)])i i 'eiiment. a.l iioine, and seiv*, to- 
gether with IIk' cpistlfs to tlie Ej)he.«,ians and Colossi- 
ans, hy 'ryclncns and Oncsiinus, about tiie year of our 
Lor<i (j.'J, or the ninth ol’ the < nip( ror Nero. (Comiaro 
Introduction to Eplies, p. 89, and Vol. III. § 6o, g"; 

The occasion of the letter was tiiis : — Onesnnu.s, IMii- 
Icmon’s slave, had robbed his master, and lied to’ Rome; 

- where, happily for him, ho met with the ajiosth*, who 
wHs at that time a prisoner ai largo, and by his insinic- 
tions and admonitit>ns was converted to t'hri^tianity, 
and reclaimed to a .sense of his dutv. St. P.inl si i in.'^ lo 

mf 

Itave kept him for some considerable time under his 
eye, that be might be satisfied of the reality of the 
change; and, -wdien lie liad made a sudieienf Jnal of 
him, andfouudthat hi.s behaviour was entirely agreeable 
to his profession, he would not detain him any longer 
for his own private convenience, though in a situation 
that rendered such an as.sistanf peculiarly desiralde, 
{compare ver. 13, 14,) but sciit him back lo liis masier; 
and, as a mark of his esteem, entrusted him, togeflier 
with Tychicus, with the charge of delivering his epis 
tie to the church at Co!o.sse, ;uid giving them a jiarti- 
cular iicq.ouut of the scale of things at Rome, reeom- 
mendiiig him to them, at the same time, as n J\ii(hfid 
and belated bro/her; (Col. iv, 9.) — And, as IMuIemon 
might well bo siipposed to be strongly jnejudieed 
against one who had leti. his service in so infamoift a 
inantier, hesendg, him this letter, in which he employs 
ail his iniluence to remove his suspicious, and reconcile 
iiim to the titou^lb of taking One»imus into liis fonilv 
again. 4 l[||.d whefea.s Sti Paul might have exerted that 
authority which his character as an apostle, and the 
relation in, which he stood to Philemon as a spiritual 
father, w'ouW naturally give him, he chooses to entreat 
kim as a friend,' and with the softest an<l m>'.,t msi- 
address urges his suit, coiijuringhim, by all lie' 
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‘tios of Christian frionrlship, that he would not denv 
y him his request. And, t’le ttaore effectually to prevail 
upon him, he represents hia own peaee and happiness 
as deeply interested in th<)event : and speaks of Onesi- 
^ imi..- id such l('rms, as were best adapted to softc>n his 
pnjudiees, and dispose ljin» to receive one who was so 
dear to himself, not mi'rely as a servant, but as a fel> 
•'lowA'hristian aiul a friend. 

Blit tJiough the aposile’s subject did not lead hini to 
treat so diri'clly of. the <loctrines or precepts of Chris- 
tianity in tliis as in his other epistles, yet a person, 
whos(.“ mind like his, was so deeply and habitually im- 
prc.ssed with a sense of Divine truths, could not fail, 
even wIk'u writing upon the most common and lami- 
liar occ ui rences, to introduce some hints that might 
tend to chensh pious and virtuous sentiments in the 
breast of his fiend; and accordingly, in. this short epis- 
tle, we meet with several allusions to different parts of 
th(' (-dn isiian jdjin, interwoven in so easy and natural 
a manner with the rest of the letter, as most convince 
ns liow' near those subjects lay to bis heart. 

It is impossible to read over this admirable epistle, 
without being touebed with the delicacy- of sentiment, 
ami the inastt.rly addre.'is that appear in every part of 
it. Wi; see here, in a most striking light, how perfect- 
ly consistent true politeness is, not only with all the 
warmth and sincerity .of the friend, but even with the 
dignity of the Christian and the apostle. And if this 
letter . were to be considered in no other view than as a 
mere human composition, it must be allowctl a master- 
piece; in its kind. As an illustration of this remark, it 
may not be improper to compare it with an epistle of 
Pliny, tliaj. seems to have been writte|t , ujfioh, a similar 
o':ca,->ion ; (lib. ix. let. 21.) which, though penned by one 
that was reckoned to excel in the epistolary style, and 
though it has updonbtcdly many beauties, yet must be 
acknowledged, by every impartial reader, , Vastly infe- 
rior to t’ds animated composition of tlie apostle. 

One cannot but be soiicifbus to know what effect 
such au e])istle produced. One would willingly hope, 
it was intended with all the success which St. Paul 

VOf . \ ■ 2 I 
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seemed to expect, when he tells Philemon, that he^ 
wrote lo him in full confidence of his obedience, knoxcini^y 
that he u'ould do even more than he said. And tlioiiffh 
nothing indeed is expressly asserted in r< lation' to it, 
yf*t there is great reason to believe, from the na<tnre of 
the thing, that Onesimus had already waited upon his 
master, and been received into lavour, when he dis- 
charged the commission, with which (as we have oh-,, 
served) lu* was honouredj to the Colossians. Ifor it is 
hardly to be imagined, that the apostle tvonld direct 
him to join with lyohieus, in delivering sueli a mes- 
sage to a ehurch, that was in part under the care of 
Philemon, before he had made his submission to him, 
and obtained his pardon. (Compare the Intr(.»duetion 
to the Ephesians, p. 89.) 



PARAPHRASE AND NOTES 


ON THE 


EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE 
TO PHILEMON. 


SECT. I. 


Paul intending to intercede with Philemon^ in fervour of bis 
Juniih’e si nant Onesinius, introduces his design with a most 
ajf'cctwnale and proper salutation. Pbilein. ver. 1-^-7. 

' 'iiwKvos 1. ■ PHII.FMON. 1. 

a well-known prisoner in the cause shot. 
;iii(i'r:moiiivM«/bro. Lnriat Jesus^ aftd I imofhyy a brother, not i. 
ther, unto Phiinni-n unknown, join their salutations to Philemon oiir 

our <^early b«*J«*ved, friend, and pious tellnw4abourcr in the 

aiiU fellow-labourer, , , i r " i i i i i 

work and gospel of our blessed Uedeeiner, and ^ 

one of the pastors of the Colossian r.hufcK : 

2 And to owr be- AndviQ also address tbeCn to the beloved 
Anbm.''3mv^^^ P‘0“s coosort; <0 his associate in 

..unr, uMii to the die ministry, Archpp\tsi:{Qo\s iv. 17,) ourfeU 
church in ihy houses low-soldier ill that-,holy warfare in which we are 

^ engaged ; and /e htlle "c/iurcift of Christians ’. , 

* 7b ike beloved Affphia.] It' has been w<n))d wish th^'inifbt' be engaged : bnt, ' . ; 
observed, that this lady aiid Archippns serrate from that view, it would have, . h 
ATc probably n.imed in a view of eugag^K bpcn natural and decdnt to mentioa 
mg their good ufTices with Philemon, iii^kboth. ’■ • ; . ' 

favour of Oncsimnsj and 1)0 doubt Paul w^y'/y'' ' 




vT;.'. 


490 Paul introduces his design with a j)r*oj)er salulatioiu , 

\ihai is] in thme house ^ as we know thou art^so 
happy as to have several of thy numerous fami- 
'1 united to thee, and to us, in the bonds of the 
r^hu. 2 Lord. May grace atid peace, that ahundaiice 3 race to yoii, 

^ ^ of spiritual blessinirs, and tiiat hapfriiiess result- 

jn^ from them, which we so often wish to our i^^rd Jtsus 
Christian friends, when we are addressing them 
v/' by letter, ■ [be] unto yon from G-od our gracious 

and bountiful Father^ and from the Lord Jesus ^ 

Christ, to w hose intercession we owe our in- 
terest in tlie Divine favour. ' 

4 Yop may be sure, niy dear Philemon, that 41 thank my Ond. 
though' absent from you, and surrounded with miking mention ot 
many cares and sorrows, yet far from being un- ***‘‘‘' always m my 
mindful of you in my addresses to the throne of **’^*^^^*» 
gract , I uhvaijs thank my God on your account, 
when I am snaking mention of thee in my pray- 
5ers ; ' Hearing, with greater pleasure than I r, ficarinc: of rhy 
can express, oj the steady y</iVA ivhich thou hpst, lovt andfauh, whuij 
' and always maintainest, towards the Lord Jesus hast toward Uk 
; Christ, as the great object to whkb our faith as 
Christians is directed, and of thy ardent love to 
all. the saint :who are the excellent of the 
earth, and the most deserving our esteem and 
6 affection. , U. is therefore matter of my most fiThatthccommu- 
fervent praver, that these promising ojKMiings nication of iii> faith 
may be aliuiidantly ansj^rered ; and, tha( 'Ay 3 
communion wiih us in thejaita of our blessed ie(iMiuj;„fever\ ^-od 
Redeemer, the advantages of which tliou docst thing, winch i& in 
now so happily share, mu^. bc more and more ap- "* Christ jesus. 
parently efficacious in extorting from all that be- 
hold it, ^/rediie acknowlc(lg*nenf oj every good 
and valuable thing which is in ys^u all towards 
Christ Jefud^ and all those, whom he is pleased 
7 to own and, favour, iVenou me tp say this, in 7Forirch«reprinit 
my owrt name, and that of my cqmp:inion w consolation 
limpthy rejoiced ^f the 

d whiclv thOU art in so iaint» are retreshed 

to our fcllo-v- '-'y^hee, brother. 

1 jpafti^Jarly ,^ that the bowels of 
(m is^re^ihed by thee our dear 


inud^comforud i 
ynajn^ genero 
jCbnstiansj 
Me 

y /4(>^ note on this place; biiirMr. Blackball 

Jbird Jtsiis,Ma€fjyii!ilQ^e:hfiU the jtistly observes, that our lartgnago does 

vrord$ in the stand' as ttiey npt jdmit of the likv> and tborefore pm- 

/jure plif^vd in^^iir vejpt^jnj.and many in- po?e« 'the rendering wr have followed 
stent^ of Soeft « traliispotitionr ar* pro^ well's Skb. Class. VoJ. I. p, S7. 

' dws^fq fjo bis learneit' 
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'' ' • ’■'if 

brother^ while thou fcedest and rijievest the 
poor, and cDalcost those possession which Pro- 
vidcnce hath ^iven thee, a general good. 
of the hungry ifaat are fed at thy table can 
a supply of 'their necessities more sensible and 
delightful, than vthe joy we feel from the re- 
port of so bci^eticcnt a conduct^ in one whom . " Vs 
wc so tenderly regard. 

' V 

^ IMPROVExMENT. 

If any could be so weak as to think the character of the Chris- 
tian and tite minister at all inconsistent with that of the well- 
bred man, they must see a remarkable demonstration to the 
contrary in this familiar epistle of ISt. Paul to his friend Phile- 
mon; wliicli is conducted with the happiest address, and which, 
in true politeness, may vie with that of the greatest masters of 
tlie ej)iMtolarv style in antiquity. The Introduction, (the length 
of which oblige^ us to separate it from the remainder to which 
u is so happily connected,) leads us naturally to a variety of use- 
ful remarks, and conveys. important instruction in the vehicle of 
well (le'it'rveil praise. How elevated soever the station of Phi- 
lemon might be, and how plentiful soever his circumstances, it Verse 5. 
was his chief glory and felicity to be so distinguished for faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christy and love to all the saints. And in- 
deed it is most unworthy the profession we make of faith in 
Christ, as the gre at Head of the church, not to love all his 
inembers; unworthy our character of saints, not to feel a sym- 
pathetic affection for all that are sanctified. If others are defi^ . * 
cient hero, as, alas! many ace too sadly .deficient, let us exert ^ 
o'ir?>clves so much the more, and labour to give the most sub- 
siuniiiil (IcmonMrations of onr love. It will bean honour to us, 
and uj the (’liri>iian name, that our communion in this previous ‘ , 
faith should extort an acknowledgment of good things in os, 
from all who are intimately acquainted and Convfersant with us. 

Tims shall we diffuse happiness in a wide circle : for it is a sin^. . 
ccru joy to all good men, to behold the graces and the useful- ' ■ 

nos of othtTs. Especially are the In^arts, <?f,ft|uhfirl and zea-7 . .. 
Ions ministiTs comforted, when the bowelsM poor saints arc re- » 
f»*' L.;i*l)y the liberality of the rich* They shire aiwpateiy . 
the pleasure wliicb is felt on the sfda of tJre pious bentifactors . V- 
and their gratefiJ beneficiaries; and were they, vyith Paul, in f. 
the eonfiiienient and necessities of a prison, tlie IrAport would 
delight and cnlar(^e tljcir souls, 



, 4 ^ 98 ' Paul cheeses to beseech, rather than enjoin, Philem.^n. 

SECT. II. 

The apostle proceeds, to the main justness of this short epistle; 
and labours^ by the happiest af-jlrt'is that can be i naisuicd^ 
^ ' ‘ to engage Philemon kindly to V'crive and forgive Onesimus^ 
his Jugitite slave, Zidio after saving greatly injured bis mas^ 
'ter, had happily bicn converged by Si. Paul at Rom', lie 
concludes untu some particular saluladons and messages. 
Phil^m. ver. 8, to the end. , 


PHILEMOK 8. 

«CT. J have bectr exprcb^itig, my dear Phile- 
II. mon, the confidence*! have in your excellent 
character, and the great pleasure witfi which 
Phil. 8. both I and Timothy, tny brother, have heard oi 
your many generous and beneficent act ions; 
and therefore^ in reference to the particular Oc- 
casion of this letter, which to so good a heart 
cannot be disagreeable, hough I might take 
great freedom, in virtue of my relation to Christ, 
and the authority he has given me to prcs< nbe, 
and enjoin that which it [/,v'J proper and rcaMin- 
9ablc\/or thee to do, I rather choose by i ve to 
entreat [///a',] being such an one as Paul the 
aged;^ whose superior standing in life anil in 
religion 1 know thou wouldst revere, though in 
a private station, and especially as I am now 
also the prisoner (f Jesus Christy whom thou 
, wouldst, I am sure, hoiibu^*, as a confe.s.sor in 
his cause, if I were not distinguished by so im- 
mediate a commission from Iriih, or so long a 
10 train of services in his church. I entreat 
thee, 1 say, cowwmVig* a certam of mhie, 
om 1 have begotten to Christ in yny bonds; ^ 


rnii.EM. 8. 

Will K KFOPE, 
I in irht 

t)<‘ iiiiii II li lid ill 
Christ, Um iijiic. ihf e 
ti'at lb Cuiivc- 

iliijiil ; 


r# Yet for tove’i 
sake, I iMt'.i I In*, 
seech ^/.r, h* in^; 
such an oim* as i aul 
the a;;crl iOid now 
als'> a piiaoULf ol 
Jesus Christ. * 


10 I beseech tluM. 
for luy son 
inus, whom I hiuc 
beifottcuii) my bonds: 


« Paul ihe agreed, 

llkt ttiis epijsUe about the 

year of Christ ae suppose 

Paul bd old wb^n 

' S(«|iheii waMpH/(whj!cli1k cooihitetit 
^ frith bU beiiPepM a yn^itgj^ait) that 


‘ 34, (for have 

< " wot dtfle y>s^ut« 1 y taf "deter* 



would now be 
idi^K^lil 03 ir;ipuch hK con** 


property duough 


self vrna^jlyts, one atvanci fi in l hmigh 

not an old »i\aii. J)r. Wliith, iii<J«<(l 
says, w.c are i;'jung till nni not pio- 
perly egeJ till after (‘>0. and < > n. ' he 
might be about S*!- at the deaih of Ste- 
phen, and 3 at the date ot il»is epistle, 
if the reader be no^ satis. cd with either 
of thesd conjeetdfes, he may lake any 
Jttedium belween them that shall appear 
to'him the more platk^iblev- • 

jS sm qj' w>«r, whom t' haue hegotten, 
bon^^rr^ne/miis.] Thus ihe words- 
xiriiglnal i and I thought it , 





lie icoulil noL detain Onesimm ffhm 

and whom I hope thou wilt^pon that account sBCr. ! 
. be inclined to favour, knowing -how dear he must 

be to me, considered as a soul which God Ijath 
given me at such a season as this.- And it *** 

1 1 whifii in time otlicr than til / servant Onawnus; Who indeedi i i 

Pofi.lu-^’illir.um * ‘"‘ly his name, did not fbrraerljf.,- 

piofir.iMc to ti>of‘ answer to It, to* he was oy\ce improfiiableio 
and tonic: iK.‘glig(?nt of til/ business, and so conscioua 

^ having deserved thy displeasure, that he fledl/ 

from It. But ho* //otc is, and I trust will be, 

\ projitahle both to thee and to me^^ so\as daily 
i ‘ Whom I hri\c to give increasing satisfaction to us both: 
hmf r r*uc agreeable and useful soever he might have . 

>im^ iiMi is*^* niinr here, I have sent back to thee 

*, ‘ ' jl mL jr ■ I* 


I 

him, 
oun boucl 


h.i\r irt iiiit-'d Mill 

in<\ tli.H 111 tiiv btt'.'id 
In- iii 'ilii h'lxc nil 


again: Do thou therefore receive him with rea- 
(litu'ss and ailection. Receive hirn^ did I say ? 
nay rather receive, as it were my OTn^n bowels : 
a person whom I so tenderly love, th^t he may 
seem, as it were, to carry tlie heart of Paul along 
w hum T would with him whithersoever he goes. H 7 iom indeed r .3 
y /t as desirous to have kept near me^ that he might 
haveofficiated for thee, and m fky stead have 
nl^t^l.(l iinio 1110 in attended upon me in the bonds I sulfer for the 
the Ijoikn Qi' the gos- jjake if the gospel: for 1 do thee, O. Phildmon, 
the jusLice to believe, thou wonidcst have found 
a pious pleasure, in every ministration of this 
1 i. Hilt without thy i^iij I ^ if thou wcH near me. Bull would do\^ 
thllll; ;"Thai iiiy^ he- frothing in this affair without thy express consent^ 

II. lit sh-.uld nui be .is that thy hentfl might noHeern to be extorted by 
It y ir *,t' IK . chbJty. uccessifjj^ but appear a voluntary act, I there - 15 
* ' hp ‘‘^'f i’**** Idm to thee by the first opportunity ; 

til. 1.1*01. ■ dcj)arfrd.A^/’ perhaps he was separated from thee for a 
r.M .1 ..M.Miii, that ichile, by the permission of Providence, to this 
ctnl iniiTw^'iJr^ \i:\'s c)idj hat ilioiimightcstxc{:(e\\t?i\\Aenjoyhim 
’ Jvr ever ; that ho might not only be dear and use* 


IMl. 


inr'Miih.’rd upon in« to prc'jcm' that or- niihir nature j but it is very mijustifiable, 
diT, (k •MM-'C If keeps the tuind in an and may iirobabty be fatol, tor any to 
.1,41 e. .ihle suspense, uml lia.-i a riiic ciTect, prcsuiUe on tte^''jilce>itr.Tordiriary inter- 
will- h \ na'd'Ji id’ taste will quickly positions of PjcqvidepQC and grace in ihwii; 
j favortn — ^I’he’word i? pretty 

»■ // as ir,p)a!in’bU‘^ but now is genrraily 'Wito^’n to sigoijly . pr^t, and' ‘ . 

It lias hecM lastly observed, that it was of the'iame impprt.;'' 

'.u'.iiigo, Oucsimusi wbo h.id hetii so They were names ivhtbh might pejbapjt. v " 
w i. kod, in thjj pious family of I'hilemoii, be givert to ala^^?l^•by wa^bf.good 
amidst 'ill. tlj^religions oi)p.)rtunities. be- e.^^presaing an eKpectatibtt'rtbat they., 

.•ni'iv'ed tOftflPshouifl rncft with cunver., would bring ad votUage to, th<;ir tijast 0 rs.\ , 

5 .I../I ill hi'i rartibK ... at l?oiiie. Instances ..lind’it is Very evident, ’that\,Pmil * 

b i\ 0 ■jf’.L'n happenrJ some ii bat of a si- 



receive him as a brother ; 

.-V. ;■••.'■■ ■ 

n>' I '—O ^11 ^1. . • _l . r ^ • I*/* 


.^'!«ffef;;v,fal''^1^e«, iJi)rin£^ «|t the rcniaitider of his life, 
9^4nei:Vaot, wbo^ lear as it ytess, bored to the 
^jS?^ '.^,g. w<)9r of tbiiie hoi|$e,^to allude to the Hebrew 
3f*i» ^0 but that I might in- 
V.jXqai^ he.a source of eternal delir to thee, in 
S-4\^,tifati«Xoitely better world, wl all di>tinc- 
*■"" wasters and » • slaves shall 

that world of cou .te liberty and 


If) Xi)t now as« 
servant bul.ibovf 
servant, a brollK i bt*- 


receive, him, not now as a 
;. i/fdfftdvje tSlaYQr th be long frowned ntion, and 

kep^'M <Jjist|ip(5e, iqr former hiults; nor j^veH, especially t.> 
■.'; ’;treiiit ^ihi merely as <1 common but as me, but h..w mu. h 

‘ > o^bpyfc n so^vc^fit^ a$ standing in another, a nnivU |*miv unto thee, boUi 
, „ inpre dear apd honourable relation, f/ ^ 
brother ^ iisp€(iuUy to ;/7^,as having been for some 
time a very useful attci^ant upon me in my af- 
. fliqtioiw; but how. miichnu>re $0 to thn^ to whom 
ho belongs both in the flesh and in the Lord^ as 
tbou ha^ so long- known him, anf} wilt have the 
of disi^^nipg mofe particularly how 
happy a,clwkpga Christianity hath made in his 
.ntempor and characljer. therefore thou es-^ n ifihouc.umintt 
a frieutl and a companion'^ in rcccivThim^'urm^^ 

• Christi I beseech tbee to receive hvm^ even as srif. 
thoM.w<>aldest receive if X could have? the 

^Satisfaction of making thee a visit in person. 

XiJf he have tnmixd thee in am matter^ if he hati. 

[h cotfsequcncc of any ouKhC pu^ 

.^£^e^;;e|);rpagancies ^id follies (ot which du that c.u ttniK- 


now,' I hoj>e^ made him truly c.mut: 
has'btsen^^e case, charge 
't p0uV$ive written [iVJ 191 PiluIl.M^cwliu 
. ihmd^ an^'do hereby, as it were, ten i/ with mine own 

h?^j^,t!bdl?.jeg^sec^«ty fof'itj tteill j>at/ it again Xli 'I’doX'^J.iy 

little substance wjill tothue ii»n tii.mi>»- 
¥isSf^-:JV4»^hiit, as I was the ha{ipy 
Christ, 

^^'unipme. We will put 
hd^d^tipOMandif thouplcasest 



ttEn^ thought which prevailed iu the apostlc '- 
tifi^ there- iplnd/i^eDis to have been the participa 


ibmod.^Mttveed 'Uon th^ both Imd in the blessing:; of the 


P," in iqplita 
no an 


which wnji the 


tboiid of 




ami expresses his confidenie 

to require it, I will really' chait^e ^ 

debtor, ancl take the first opportiiuity ^ 
biothw, tbee a remittance. re,s [mv] dear ^re/Ai^iC' 
me prevail upon tbee in 'tW reaw^ 
have Jo)/ ofjhee in the Lord; anti, while tfijjttJV-. t1 
Iirt so ready' to do good to otben«,' atid ild cosni-V^.V'ii^ 

c — — n — i. ^1-' — . j' *ii‘ * /' 




:() v.M, 

ii't iiH* i>.i\ 
thfC ?M I'n 

lefrf-^li njy 

M) 


|t»v of , 
I.oid: 

bowel 


inunicate for their comfort, out of 
wliicii Providi Hce has so graciously 
let me besdecn thee to rejr€$h my % 

Lord; for the Christian consolation, vjrhich: if , ^ 
will alforcl me, to see thee and Otlesicnu^ happy 
in each otlier, will be better, and more ddlight* , ’ 
ful, than food to the hungry, ' * ' ‘ ' . \ : V 

uavin- oonii But 1 will Dot Urge the matter furtl)cr ;'/ AotJe^l ^ 




m 

Si 


'S'y? 


aorjfoiii thv obftii a'rifi/n to theti^ in Tull confidence of thy ready", -1 

•» - .1 .1 r ^ „ "1 » *' '■' 


t nc<‘ 
( 111 » , 
lii'in 

iflni'l 


kiiMwini- tiiii obedience and deference fo my request, and in- c . 
^Mlt ,iU) do deed, knowing that thou wilt do' even more/ [■ 
t]iauiha>. than I say; thou ^ilt not think of insisting ; 
upon the exact balance of former accounts,. hut 
wilt readily embrace this thy returning servant /. 
s: But withal j»u> in the arms of paternal love. At the sameSiJ., 

ioj': ToV^iVriis/ That ^ dcsiro thce to prepm^e a lodg* 

iinonv^i.yourimiyeis i^^gjor mc/fory though Tam as yet a. prisoner, 
r ^haii bo ffivt ii unto I hope that 1 shally ere long, through your prdy^ 
trsy be granted to you; and, if Providence sef 


S':.".-' 


/.Si 


yuij. 


O, i/O tv Ml. 'J 

me at liberty again, I intend to visit your parts, 
and shall, if it be convenient, cast myself . on 
riifit' salute known hospitality of ypur family- fn tbe23 , 

I!Tuv!'p“'j!lIc“r’ ‘"u accept tl^greeting ofoui- GHriv • ' ^■;- 

c|iiist J< bus. tian brethren here at Borne, and let ine parti- 
f cularly tell thee, that EpaphraSym^ Jl^lff^^ca^.^ -- '' ; ' 

■n M, irons. Alls- ifi Christ Jesuit salutes thee; As.'ltffelil24'.' . 

i.iii hns, Di^maj^i.n- Jrisi«rehust J)masi Had Luik, '' • 

' fellow-labousers, ^bo are cordially edga^' wim \ ' , 

me in ‘the service of the gospel; awd takei-ji' - 
peculiar pleasure in lending that ^axtao'ce tfitbik 
churches in Romo wliicfi 'my '.^fibwrient wilh 
of not conveniently admtt;^|li^ 

't^'e.h nut io&vls,} The »or<l niwt, ^ncaSs 'J 

■7'5^ IS wiHiderfulty emphatical. It li* pbra^ei*,)^ 
tin riJI.v VIST, ji, ns iuappeuse^ or quieU which anjJ.sejemfJs^' fr« JvWra 


riiy 

buun rs. 


Thi' gr.u'e 


.'-ti'-ngly iiiiiujalesthoCoinmqtiop he felt, ^ 

through the ardour of his concern for ^t^pare^ cp'l 
Onosiinu.s; siod. sGijnis to represent ’iheVff- rel Ijidtiy i 
^erness of hti* dfsirc ( 
ntent iu Philemori^s f 

Tile of kunp^vr^ Incapable, a's'iii niany greatijir./Wqrght < 
«»thcr places, of expressing this jq the vtr- vour of Oticsiams. 
Si . 'll, 1 have atte mpted it, though by tKH * 




osirc for his re-ca^blish- . ing hie pttrpo^e.qr'ejj^fpjjIf^'l^iCK)^ 

lories family, by thp appe- Jp|iil«BW)U quickly, '- 



i. S 

L 


* Met^cdoifi dn Pouts tendetnc^sfor Onei,imu\ 

«(^cv elude With the best vrisb which the moht endear- ^ • 

ing Chmtian Iricndsbip cstn form A fay 

mo totd^JeAia Chist ever [bt] with 
^^your ^pmty ^nd jshed abroad oo theo, and all 
tb^ cQm)^anu>n2» in bim^ that peace and bapp] 
nt ,:»9 which nothing bur the com iincation ol 
ljii» favour can give. Amen 

„ l\|PftO\ MIM 

How amiable is the condescension of the iiol} ipotitu * v 
\er«e cbartnftig and delicate his address in this wliolc section wIjilIi 
^ makes the immediate occa«iion of this Kttu, minnt i it nui\ 
seem, matter of congratulation to the Chiistian world si I* ml 
« )a)s aside the authoiity, which his office, liis , Ins siiflci nt, , 
gave him, to address Philemon, as on ai^ot oi < |ii il tiu ndsh p, 
choosing rather bv love to entreat Let the cv iinpk h^. nnii i d 
b} those in supeiior stations and lelation', of lih ind k l tlu m 
haul likewise, from Uie tenderness winch suf h i rn n < \| u 
about this poor slave, jn whom he traced the appe odiuc ( I 
^ fci*ulv Chustian tempet, to interest ihem^chts in tlu hipfnruss 

^ ot those whose rank is tar beneath then own , and karn to in ^ 

tne srtuatioit of their servants easy, bv a kind ind fi icnclK ti i 
lament Well may such a caie be expected, cspci dij wii n \i 
can look On such asbrethien beloved in the I ord, and [ art ik i 
With us in the same bavtoni and hope 

Let those, to \vhom God hvth messed tin liboms of his I uth 
fill ministeis, as the means ot their eotncision, lenuiihn it 
^ wuhpkisun, aiTid ascribe it to the riclj s >1 Divine ^uuc , to 
Which all IS orlginatty to be tuced, leuKinbcniij: il o, that 
.rthere a seme in whid^ they owe even theinsi Ives to those wli<> 
l^have been honoured as tbr mstraments of hi nvnij^ them tc ( In i ! , 
without acquaintance wuh whom thi > Inti lost tlu ni'^cU t , m I 
titenrcinedfoi ever. Lw thpkmdncss which Piul (.\pusst s it r 
Onesutnify in being wilbnt» thitt his debt to Ph lemon slioi Id ht. 
Hc^iarged to his accomif, lead us to rtflt 1 1 on our inhnitc ohlig i 
S, JStions ina crsu.iouRBedeeaiCr iHi- has sOdued ogr ten thousand 
falbntsliobt that his righteousness might b( so 

•* "" rjhesakc of we should hnalh Ik u 

Gqd, With^ah mgi ititiul not to I ( 
^icb c&n pasa between inntd nu i, 
ep ifjput tne JUfiv no good uss k i\t > 
ire may have dfiparti^d Jiom if Jot a 
i - gtaxe oj Qurlj( i d 



time atPOOg inipres 
hll ft,. 

i|l ^I'lUiUpbont mer 

i * * ' 






